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Miscellanea. 

On Liturgical Customs. 
The following paragraphs are taken from an article by Dr. L. D. Reed 

in the LtLthel'an of January 30: -

"It will not be proper, however, to introduce into our services addi­
-tional ceremonies simply because they are either historical, utilitarian, 
interpretative, or symbolical. Regard must be had not only for Reforma­
tion and pre-Reformation backgrounds, but also for present conditions. 
Edification and spiritual helpfulness must be afforded worshipers to-day 
by every form and cerenJOny. 

"Many ancient observances found in some sixteenth-century orders,­
:genuflections, osculations, repeated use of the sign of the cross, observances 
of obscure feasts of r,!(ary and of the saints, etc., - were "llanglwcrs" from 
pre-Reformation days. Generally speaking, they were merely tolerated 
traditions, which were finally dropped when it was realized that they did 
not truly interpret the spirit of Lutheran worship. ,Ve cannot appeal to 
1)ccasional instances of delayecl change, as if these were marks of orthodoxy. 

"Many of the minor matters which seem 80 important to extremists 
to-day arc either meaningless now or are filled with a meaning which we 
cannot accept. Anything which even implies false doctrine must be ex­
·eluded - genuflections before the altar, the sign of the cross over the 
,elements [?], extreme elevations at the consecnLiion, etc. Only that which 
is pure (that is in agreement Witll Scripture and the Confessions) can be 
admitted. 

"Insignificant, fussy, and meaningless practises have no place in Lu­
theran worship. The mechanics of worship must be as unobstrusive as 
possible. Otherwise a false focns will he introduced and the devotional 
spirit, instead of beirlg quickened, will be deadened ]lY the weight of 
machinery. Details must not attract attention to themselves. Formalism 
will not satisfy men who are seeking reality. 

"This same judgment and sense of propriety must be brought to bear 
'upon the cxtent to which individual practises may be used if introduced. 
A single bow aT reverence to the altar at the beginning of the service is 
appropriate. Twenty bows or reverences during the service, one every 
time the minister passes the altar, are objectionable. The sign of the cross, 
if desired, is eclifying and pennissi.ble at the beginning of the service or at 
the Benediction. Employed repeatedly throughout the service, it becomes 

'formalistic, childish, and highly objectionable. It is proper for the min­
ister to keep his hands joined and his arms from swinging while officiating 
in the chancel. But hands continually and ostentatiously held at a precise 

,angle constitute an example of silly formalism. 
"The best ceremonial is that which expresses the rite with which it 

is associated clearly and naturaUy. The precision and simplicity of the 
Lutheran liturgy require a correspondingly simple, clear, and consistent 
ceremonial. This clare not exist for itself. It must not in any way sug­

.gest the theatrical aT the spectacular. This makes elaborate processions 
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with copes, acolytes, capers, thurifers, and incense undesirable. Features, 
too, which are merely decorative or esthetically emotional are questionable .. 
In this category belongs the sanctuary lamp with its age-long association 
with the objectionable practise of the host reserved for adoration. 

"These four factors - purity, significance, simplicity, and restraint­
are fundamental. They, rather than purely historical, utilitarian, inter­
pretative, or symlJOlical considerations, must finally determine our de­
cisions." 

lBfet:6cn luir ia in dufjfung mit ber hliffenfdjaftWfjen 5llrlicit 
::;)entjd)lanb§ ! 

G0 rcg± fidj jett bieletot±0 bet medtnilrbige ®ebanfe, ban bie Iu±~e" 
rtjdjen 5t~eologen 2rmetifa0 ben ®eotaudj unb ba0 !S±ubium ber beutfdjen 
!Spradje an ben ~ager ~iingen fOnnten, tneil bide )j5aftoren im prafHfdjen 
~hn±c, in ber )j5rehlgt unb in bet )j5ribatfeeIforne, fidj nidjt meljr bet beut" 
fdjen !S~1!adje ocbienten. ®egen biefe !Steliung ift aoer nidjt nur mit 
gronem ~cadj,brucf au jagen, ban fein Iu±ljerifcljer5tljeolog, ber toirllidj hen 
~amen llerbicn±, oljne bcr0 regeImii\3ige !Stubium Eu±ljer0 unb bieler anbent 
erleucI)tcten (3jo±±e0miinnet au0tOmmen fann, fonbern audj, ban bie I.)3tO" 
butte ;Dcui] djlanb0 auf bem ®eoie±e her ::tljeologie f 0 ljerborragenb finb, ban 
tnit fie unocbing± 6eriicrhc~±igen milH en. Unb baoe! fiinnen tnit un0 nicI)! 
aUf i'roerfe:lpungcn LJcrTaffcn, feW) luciI bicfe iifter0 unauIiingIidje Si!riicfen 
finb, ±eIT0 roeiI c0pla±±crbinn0 llnmiinHc~l fein tnitb, me~t at0 einen ?Bntdj~ 
teif bet gu±en !SclJrif±en unh )l3ildJer oU ii6erfeten. ;Die ,Ba~I ber ±ljeoIogi~ 
jdjen !Sdj,riftftelier in )DcutfclJlanb, bie nodj einigermanen auf bie ru±~erifciJe 
Ee~re eingejielit jinb, iit immer nacf) gran, unh mandje bon hiefen rebCll 
einem entf djiebenen 2utlJer±11ln ba0 )fiort. 

linter ben ,Bettfdjrtften )Dcu±fdjlanb0, l)re bem aIfgemeinen !Stubiunt beS; 
~cuen ::t'eftamen±0 bienen, itcljt ,,)Die ,8citfdjrift filr bie neute)±amentlidje 
)fiiffenfdjaft" mit ooenan. t\'aft jebe0 ~eft bicfer ,Beitfdjrif± oringt tnenig~ 
ften0 e in en 2rrtifeI, ber audj filr unfere ~lr6eit gronen )fiert ljat. !SO~ 
bann erfdjeincn 6ejonbere Monograp~ien aI0 Q3eiljefte biefcr ,Beitfdjrift. :;5nt 
:;5aljrc 1934 fam aUf ben Mudt: ~cInt1tt~ Si!itteI, ,,;Die ~crrndjfeit ®ot±e0"r 
!Shtbien au ®ejcljidjte unb )fiejen cine0 neuteftamenUidjen Q3egriff0 (on~a), 

ein ,<Qeft bon 275 !Seiten. mOt gana furoem ift angefommen: :;5an Eeuni0 
.It'ooIe, ,,@J±ubien aum fo,ptijdjen ?BioeHe!;t", S'toliationen nnb linterfudjungen 
awn 5te!;t ber ~aulu0oriefe in ber unter~ unh o6eriig~ptifdjen it6errteferung, 
ein ~cft lJon 101 !SeHen. 

)fiir miidjten aber 6cfonbc\:0 aufmedlam madjen aUf bie ,Beitfcljrif± 
,,2u±ljcrium", neue \SoIge ber ,,meuen firdjIidjen ,Beitjdjrift", ljcrau0gege6m 
Mn D. :;5oljanne0 ~crgbort lmter ilRi±ioirfung bon D. Dr. !Simon !SdjiiffeI~ 

.<Qamourg, D. ,<Qan0 ~.ncifc.r~WCiinc~en, D. ~[uguft Mara~ren0~~annober, D. Dr. 
)fierner GIert~@5tIl1ngen, D. i13aul \lntfjau0~@5tIangen. :;5n ben Iel,?ten fieoen 
~ef±en jinb foIgenbc \l'frttfcI bon 6cfonberem )fieri: "stia0 j8efenntni0 -
rin ®efcl,??" bon )l3crnboIt; ,,;Die stuttgarter !Septuagin±a", bon )j5rocffdj; 
"SDic @5inigung ber SHrdjen un]) bL10 ruHJctifdje ?Befenntni0", bon ~. !Salle;, 
,,~rbolf Stiiaer ag ::tljeolog", bon Q3ntl1f±i1b; ,,;Da0 Eut~ertum an bet :;5alj~ 

re0111Cl1be", bon !SdjiiffeL Man roitb berfudjt, be0 iif±eren all aitieren, bcr: 
jidj j a mandjc0 finbet, tna0 audj fur bie ~iefigen 18erljiirtnii1 e luidjtig ift ober 
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auf bie beu±fdjliinbifdje ,\lage ein @5djlagIidjt wirf±; aVer wit mUffen uni3 
aui3 ,manner an maum mit bem bloten ,\~inroeii3 begniigen. S£lodj foU ei3 
nidjt unerluiifjn± bldben, bat bie "ffianDbemetfungen" bon @5djomerUi3 in 
biefer ,Beitfdjrif± bon grof3em )ffietie finb nnb baf3 bie m±era±urseitung ,,5l:1jeo" 
logie ber alegenluati" dnen aU0geacidjne±en ftbetblicr uber 9leuerfdjei" 
nungen giM. 

Q3leiben roit ia in 15ufjlung mit ber roiflenfdjaf±[idjen stfjeologie S£leu±fdj~ 
Ianb0! @50 finbe± fidj ba bebeutenb mefjt ,material, bai3 wit bird± ber~ 

wer±en fennen, aIi3 in ganaen @5tef3en feidjter ametifanifdjer djriftridjet 
53i±era±ut. ~. @5. ~. 

Prof. Dr. Sasse in Paris? 
In connection with the report of the recent Lutheran convention in 

Paris, concerning which an article appeared two months ago (January 
issue, pp. 14-22), in which reference was made to the presence of Dr. Sasse 
of Germany, a correspondent calls our attention to the News Bulletin of 
"the National Luthemn Counoil of October 25, in which the statement is 
made: "The Rev. Prof. Dr. Sasse of ErIangen was not present, having been 
detained by the German government because of his criticism of the consti­
tution of 1933." (See also p.2:n of this magazine.) Our correspondent 
must have been a victim of mistaken identity. P. E. K. 

The Printed-Bible Anniversary. 
In the Catholic weekly Ame!-ioa, in the issue of October 26, 1935, John 

A. Toomey writes under the above caption in an attempt to minimize the 
work of Wyclif, Tyndale, and Coverdale in translating the Bible into 
English, He states, among othcr things: -

"The melodrama about the English Bible still lingers on. In this, 
vVyclif, Tyndale, Cuverdale, and others in a succession of stirring scenes 
haul tIle English people out of the Scriptureless abyss. The melodrama 
has no basis whatever in history. The truth of the matter is that the 
English people before the Reformation were steeped [?] in the Scriptures. 
Manuscript translations, though necessarily expensive, were available in 
Anglo-Saxon, in French, or in Latin. Those who could not read, and they 
were the majority, l1stened as the priests read the Bible-story to them in 
their native tongue. When the English language took shape and became 
the universal idiom, the Bible was translated into English. There was 
a Catholic Bible in the English language in the time of Wyclif. Indeed, 
the Bible usually attributed to Wyclif is not his at all [1]. If Wyclif 
did any translating, which, though probable, is by no means certain, his 
work has been lost. The celebrated Bible in the British Museum marked 
'The English Bible, \Vyc1if's transhction' is not Wyc1if's at all. It is the 
Catholic Bible that was circulating among the people in English in the 
very dawn of the English language. Printing came rather late to England, 
in the year 1483." 

These are practically the same claims that were made by Gasquet in 
1908. But a score of English investigators, notably Forshall and Madden, 
have fully established Wyc1if's connection with the Bible known by his name. 

P. E.K. 
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,3ofj. 6, 63. 
~iefe Gielle ge~ort bon ie~er au ben cruces interpretum, ~a± aoer 

namentIidj in ben feJ,l±en bier ~a~r~unberten bieIe Gdj!Dierigfeiten gemadjtr 
ba fie oefanntridj llon 3ruingIi aU>3gcoeuie± juurbe, um feine falfdje Ee~rc 
bom ~roenl:nna~I au berteibigen. ~rudj in ebangefifdjen fueifen ift man ge~ 
Iegentridj geneigt nadjaugeoen, ruie bor einigen ~a~ren in einem freinm 
Woenbma~I>36iidjrein un)) fiiraIic'f) in einer ~o~anneeawregung bon GdjiiJ,l. 

~n unfem Sheifen madji Die falfdje Wnruenbung bcr Gtelle aUf bae 
Woenbma~r !Do~r 11Jenig ~not, fdjon iueH ee fidj ~icr um ein Gahamcni ~an~ 
befn tDiirbe, bai3 nodj gar nidjt oefannt !tar (!ta~renb Die in ~o~. 3 er!ta~nte 
»:aufe fdjon in bet bee ~o~annee botlag), unb !teir ber ~eiranb in bem 
ganaen l.j5affue ber I.j5rebigt in Sl'apernaum bae lffiot± "iSleifdj" gcotaudjt 
~at, !taljtenb in ben 'l:finfeJ,lunge!Dorien mit Wofidjt "EeiO" gefett tritb. 
~agegen meint man nrliunter, man miiffe audj in 5l5. 63 bae lffiori aal!~ bon 
(fljrifti iSleif dj berfte~en, einmal, rueil ber oeftimmte WrtifcI bor bcm Women 
fte~t, unb fobann, !Dei{ im ganaen 3ufammenljang bont iSleifdj (fljrifti bie 
mebe ift. 

Wudj Eutljer fdjeint nodj in ben ~aljren 1523/4 biefe WUffaffung bon 
ber Gielie ge~ali± ilU ljalien, Juenn er in einer I.j5rebigt mn ~age bee ljeUigen 
lffia~deictjnami3 CSL)rifti fdjreivt: ,,;DaB aoer bice ber tedj±e 5l5erftanb fei bei3 
(fbangeIiume, namlic'f) bail ee bon bent geiftIidj'en (fffen unb Strinfen ilu 
betfteljen fei, geoen bie lffiotie, bie be:r ~(frt am ~nbe bee .\1apiteIi3 fagt: 
,~er @eift ift'>3, bet ba Icoenb[g madjei, bai3 iSleifdj ift fein niiJ,l. ~ie 
lffiotie, bie idj rebe, bie finb Clleift unb Eeven', ~o!j. 6, 63. Weit Jueldjen 
m50rien (f!jriftue !till, bail ba>3 IeiOIidje ~ffen bee iSleifdjee fein niiJ,l fei, 
fonDem glauven, bail b ice is rei f clj @ 0 t tee G 0 !j n f e i, 11m mei~ 
neiJuiUen bom ,~immeI fommen, unD iein Q)Iut fur midj betgoffen !jaoe." 
(XI,2253.) 

~m ~a~re 1525 bagegen !jat Eu±ljer etne anbete Wuelegung oefiir" 
Juorie±, hie aUf genauerem G±ubium be>3 3ulammen~ange0 lInb iilier~aup± 
be>3 GjJrac!jgelJraudjee ~(fiu im ~o~anne>3ebangcnllm unD be>3fellicn ®egen~ 
faJ,le0 in anbe:rn SteUen bet @:Odjrifi beru~i. lUergleidje oefonbere ~olj. 3, 
5. 6; Cllal. 5, 17. ~n jefnet @?djtif± De servo CL1"bitrio bom ~a!jre 1525 
fdjreibt Eu±~er: ".\tura, Damuf magft bu in ber Gdjrift ac~ten, iiberan, ltD 
bom 8'Icifdj im C»egenfaJ;} allnt @eift ge!janbdt Juirb, ba fannft bu untet 
iSleifdj ungefiiljr afIee berfte!jen, lta>3 bem @eifte 311roiDerlauft, !Die an ber 
GtefIc: ,~ae iSleifctj ift fein niiJ;}e.' lffio e0 aber anetn fiir fidj (absolute) 
geomuc!)t Juirb, ba follft DlI !Diflen, bail e>3 ?nefdjaffen!jei± lInb 91a±ur De0 
Eeioe0 bebwte." (XVIII, 1877.) Unb im ~a~re 1527 fdjreibt Eut!jer in 
feiner Gdjrif± ,,~ail Die m5orie: ,~ae ift mein Eeili'" uflt. elienlo emp!jatifdj: 
"m5eiI benn foTc!jc>3 lta!jr unb unruibcrfptedjIidj if±, bal3 iSleifdj, 1DO C0 DellI 
Clleilt entgegen!JeleJ,l± ruirD, ball e0 baidoft nic!jt GS!jri.f±ll>3 Eeib !jei})t, lonbem 
ben alten Wbam, au>3 bem iSleifdj geooren; fo ift'>3 geJuiilIidj, bafl audj ~ie 
~o!j. 6, 63: ,iSleifdj ift fein nute', nidjt fmm bon (fljriftlle Eeio betftanDen 
!terben, Juei! (fljrif±U0 bafeI6ft iSleifcfj gegen ben Clleif± ljiilt." (XX, 840.) 
@e iic~t fidj an, are ~aoe Eut!jer fiit feine @6cgefe aiemIidj ftaue @riinbe 
ini3 iSeTh gefii~ri. 1.j5. ,~. St 

~ . ~ 


