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Miscellanea

Gine neune iiberfebung der Bibel in die Suahelijprade

{iber diefe Bibel iwird folgendes beridjtet: Um der Bebeutung geredht zu
4oecden, fweldje diefer Bibel, ganz abgefehen bon ifrem religitfen Wert, aud
alg Sulturiverf zufommt, muf daran erinnert iwerden, dap bdie Suabeli-
fprade eine Weltiprade ift, die an fiebter Stelle ftelht und von 50 Millionen
Menfden gelprodhen oder dod) wenigitens verftanbden wird. Diefe Spradhe
erobert fid) unauffjaltfam immer melhr Boben im fropijden Ufrifa. €3 poll=
aiebt fid) Hier bor unfern ftaunenden Augen die Ausbreitung einer Sprade,
foie Die Gefdjichte jie nod) felten gefehen Hat. Sualeli, nod bor dreifig
Jafren den groBen BVilfern von Jnnerafrifa faft unbefannt, twird Heute im
italienijden Somaliland, in der englifdien Kenjafolonte und in Uganda, un-
fexm alten Deut{d)-Oftafrila, dem Heutigen Tanganjifa Territorium, in dem
portugiefifdjen Mojambif, im britifden Bentralafrifa nebjt Nyafjaland und
in dem gangen Often ded belgifden Kongo gejprodhen. Heute fdon Hat e3
aud) den mittleren Songo erobert; in abfehbarer Jeit fvird e3 desgleidhen
an ber Piindung ded Songo an den fiiften bed Atlantifden Ozeand ge=
fbrodgen merdemn.

Pan wird die Bahl der eingebornen Efriften mit indgefamt 300,000
nidht gu gering {hagen. Dabet ift die Chriftianifierung im Fort{dreiten be-
griffen. Deutide, englijhe und ameritanifge Miffiondgefelihaften teilen
fidg in die Wrbeit. Ceit ettva fiinfzig Jabren gibt e3 eine Bibelitberfebung
in der Guafelifprade, in der Hauptiade bon dem berdienftvollen Hochtirdh-
lichen englifdien Bijdof Steere (in Sanjibar) Jergejtellt. Die Sdaffung
diefer Guabelibibel war einft eine Groktat; aber bas tiefite religitfe Be-
diirfnis der Heute im Madtbereid) bes Suafeli ftehenden Bilter Afrifas ber-
mag fie wegen ihrer geradezu artfremden Sprade nidt zu befriedigen. Und
fo fonnten fid) bie beutiden Mifjionen auf die Dauer ber Pilidht nidt ent=
ziefen, eine eigene Bibelitberfepung in der jo iwidtigen Sualfelijprade zu
fhaffen, die {lid)t und einfad) zu den Vilfern Ufrifas rebet und jtatt ber
bielen Yrabidmen Gualelitvorte und zausddriide gebraudht, die, um Luthers
Wort zu gebraudyen, ,ivie der Hansd auf der Gajfe redet”.

&3 batte fiic diefe {tberfeperarbeit fein Befjerer gefunbden fverben fon-
nent ald der im Miffionsdbienyt Oftafrifasd ergraute Spradforfder und
Miffionar Dr. Rohl. Er Hat den gropten Teil jeined Lebens in unferm
fritheren deutfden Solonialgebiet zugebradit; aud) wahrend desd Krieged ar
er dort; fo fennt er iwie faum ein anderer die Suafelifprade. In miihe-
boller Yangfdhriger Arbeit Hat er die gange Bibel iiberfest. Was diefer Iiber-
feBung ibr Defondere3 Geprige gibt, das 1ift neben bder iiffenidaftlichen
Treue gegeniiber dem Grunbdtert die Wiedergabe ded Bibelterted in Faren,
perftandlidgen Suabelitoorten, die im Gegenfab zu der ermdfnten englifden
{iberfebung von bden Cingebormen nun aud foicflid) berftanden iverden
fonnen. o fann gefagt fwerden, daf die Mofhlide Aberfebung in Der Reibe
der fremdipradliden Bibelitberfebung mit an erfter Stelle ftehen ivird.

L. E K.
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Martyrs Nikolai and Gregor

Condemned on the basis of the laws of 1523 and 1525, “Lutherani
comburantur,” Filip Nikolai, pastor of Dobroniva, and Teacher Gregor
of Zvolen were put to death by burning in August, 1527. The record
of their death, found in the church-record book at Lubietov, was written
in Latin by Pastor Andrew Messerschmidt in the year 1637 and in trans-
lation reads as follows: “The examples of martyrs are very instructive,
not only when their anniversaries are commemorated by the Church,
but also when they are willingly, diligently, and more frequently brought
to the attention of the people in order that they become deeply rooted in
the memory of the people. Timid souls will not falter and be frightened
away from the teaching of Christ by such executions. The constancy of
the confessors, the steadfastness of the martyrs, not only strengthens
others by this wonder of God which endows a weak person with strength
peacefully to bear all terrors and death, but also clearly shows that the
power of the Gospel is active within them. That person therefore merits
much for the Church who by his writings preserves for posterity a faith-
ful, accurate record of the tortures of those pious sufferers. It is truly
peculiar that other nations have a more accurate and diligent description
of their martyrs, whereas ours, in its ingratitude and forgetfulness, for-
gets them and is silent about them — examples of which there are per-
haps more than would be believed. But we shall describe only that
which happened at Zvolen and Dobroniva in Zvolen County to our pastor
and teacher as it was related to us by those who remember it and of
which they were eye-witnesses.

“The Turkish ruler Solyman invaded Hungary after he defeated King
Louis [of Hungary and Bohemia} near Mohacs in the year 1526. Ferdi-
nand [King of Austria] claimed that the kingdom [after Louis’s death]
belonged to him; but he had a rival aspirant to the throne in John of
Zapolia, the Transylvanian duke of Spis. The discord between the two
brought on war, which to the Germans and the neighboring nations was
sad and fateful. The Turkish ruler took him under his protection and,
giving him Budin, made him a dependent ruler., This happened in the
year of the Lord 1526.

“In the following year pitmen and miners complained that they
were not being paid on time, that they were being cheated, that their
wages were being held back and shortened, and therefore they, by com-
mon agreement, armed themselves and camped below Kralovad near
Radvani. Duke John of Zipolia sent Michal Szobora, Stephen Magocs,
and Gaspar Ruttkay to quiet the uprising and make amends.

“At this time the light of the Gospel began to appear in Hungary,
particularly in the mining towns, especially in Lubietov, through the
work of Filip Nikolai, a minister of God’s Word. He was a learned man,
of a heroic spirit, and had at his side the teacher from the same town
as a zealous helper, who was whole-heartedly for pure religion.

“It hurt Satan that his darkness was being dispersed, and he allowed
himself no rest until with his tongue he inflamed this royal commission
to hiss down the so-called modern apostles. The commission was sent
to Lubietov, and it demanded the delivery of the minister, whom the
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commission, bound by duty and pledge, was to reprimand as the worst
heretic. The citizens of Lubietov at first refused to do this and advised
their pastor to depart to a safe place, at least for a time, until this rash
attack would quiet down. The pastor heeded their advice and went to
Staré Hory. But the commission armed its aids and gave the command
to attack Lubietov. They seized six members of the magistracy and
also the teacher of the school, who was not sufficiently on his guard.
The captives were bound in pairs with chains and led away to Avolen.
Here, being examined concerning their faith and religion, they confessed
the truth openly and sincerely. First they were admonished that they
should recant the devil’s heresy and return to the Catholic Church. This
they refused to do, not desiring contrary to their convictions and con-
science to deny the truth, which only a fanatical and spiritually blind
person could do. The commission then tried to frighten them with all
kinds of terrors, but in vain. Seeing the steadfastness of these ‘heterodox’
believers, the commission unanimously agreed that they were worthy
to be burned. They seized the teacher who had been answering his
antagonists more self-consciously and had enthusiastically called upon
his fellow-brethren and -sufferers to be firm. He was led to the stake
near the stocks on the city square. When he was placed on the pile and
tied to the stake, they told him to invoke the help of Mary and he would
be freed. But this they could not compel him to do, for he replied that
his one and only Mediator he considered Jesus Christ, with whom he
was satisfied, and that he did not desire other mediators. Filled with
such steadfast spirit, he was executed by fire, giving up his spirit in
prayer.

“The others, bound in fetters, were led out to look upon the spec-
tacle. They were threatened that they also would burn unless they
revealed the hiding-place of their pastor and in humble repentance
would forsake the heresy and return to the Mother Church. In the
mean while messengers came from the mining town and implored the
commission not to hasten with the execution. The pastor could not
remain in hiding very long. They led him out of the mine which he
had entered, and soon he fell into the power of the inquisitors. After
holding long and frequent meetings, they decided to bring him before
the king at Budin. After a mile’s journey they came to the Dobroniva
Castle, and here, I know not with what evil spirit they became filled,
they changed their minds. In various ways they admonished him to
stop in his intention, and if he returned, they would promise him free-
dom. Finally they attempted to change his mind by threatening him
with fire and -—— with what is worse than fire — damnation in hell. But
he, filled with the Spirit of God, remained unmoved and undaunted.
The verdict stood, wherever God commands he was ready to go and
undergo even a worse death. He added that he was fully aware of the
fact that the true path leads to heaven and that it was therefore un-
necessary to retract or retreat one step from this way. He did not detain
them, did not desire any mercy or a promise of charity from the king.
As greater mercy he considered the infinite mercy of Christ, the Savior,
which is offered to all who approach Him in true faith. He added that
he was not afraid of the hellish fire. Christ was his consolation; He



Miscellanea 931

would bring him to the heavenly paradise and would scatter the present
flames and pains. Upon this reply they pierced him with the sword and
condemned him to the fire. And thus, in true faith confessing the Son
of God, in whom he believed, and calling upon the name of God, he died.
This took place on the day of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, in the year
1527 after the birth of Christ.”

The introductory note to the record is as follows: “Iste liber
ECCLESSIASTICUS per me Andream Messerschmidt Sclav., Ecclesasten
imeritum, est studio conscript., quantum mihi notum erat ab anno
vocationis m. anno 1637 in die S.Jacobi Ap.”

B., in The Courier of the Slovak Luther League.

Branch Offices — Auxiliary Offices

There are customs and usages in the Church which have no par-
ticular bearing on any doctrine and are not in any way connected with
examples taken from the Word of God. Many of these are adiaphora
in the true sense of the term. For that reason any expressions con-
nected with such usages have no particular significance one way or the
other. Teachers of the Church simply choose some word or invent an
expression which in their opinion is best suited for the particular needs
of the occasion. It is clear, for example, that many of the vocables
employed in the New Testament have been taken over from secular use,
but invested with a new meaning, as, e.g., the word #&xxinola, in all
passages but Acts 19.

On the other hand, it is well for us to give some thought to exact
nomenclature in connection with doctrines which have been misunder-
stood or wrongly applied. Thus in the doctrine of the Church and the
ministry it is clear that God instituted only one office in the Church,
namely, that of the Christian ministry. (Cp. Pieper and Hoenecke on
this locus.) Hence, no matter how many assistant offices a congregation
(or, in the wider sense, a church-body) may see fit to introduce, the
final responsibility rests with the incumbent of the ministerial office;
for to him is entrusted the whole flock, Acts 20,28, the church of God,
1Tim.3,5. If a congregation therefore finds it advantageous to establish
the office of elder or deacon, of parish-school teacher, of Sunday-school
teacher, etc., it is merely providing the necessary assistance for its
pastor; but the spiritual care of the church-members in charge of these
assistants rests fundamentally and primarily with the pastor, who will
have to give an account for their souls, 1Thess.5,12; Heb.13,17. For
that reason it is better, wiser, more fitting, to speak of assistant or
auxiliary offices rather than of branch offices (Hilfsaemter, not Zweig-
aemter); for the former expressions rightly designate the relation be-
tween such ancillary offices and the Christian ministry, while the latter
may carry the connotation, and for some people have carried the signifi-
cance, that the branching off from the one office instituted by Christ
made such offices independent of the ministry and gave their incumbents
rights and privileges with which the called servant or minister of the
congregation had no concern, regarding which he was not responsible.
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If conditions are as they should be, the pastor never gives up his essen-
tial responsibility for the spiritual welfare of every soul in his parish
and hence also not for the spiritual work that is done for every soul
in his charge, whether the actual work be done by an assistant pastor,
a deacon, a parish-school teacher, a Sunday-school teacher, or some
other person entrusted with such assistant office. P.E.K.

Nurse, Deaconess, Social Worker

There seems to be some misunderstanding in the minds of some of
our men as to the specific functions of Lutheran nurses, Lutheran
deaconesses, and Lutheran social workers. To what extent is there an
agreement between these offices, and in what respect do they differ?

A Lutheran nurse is given a training to fit her primarily for the
task of taking care of persons who are physically ill, who are under the
care of a physician for bodily ailments. Her training as a Lutheran
nurse will simply emphasize the Christian principles connected with the
care of the sick. Incidentally she will also be given some advice and
training with regard to the proper spiritual comfort and admonition for
the sick, especially in cases of emergency, when a Lutheran chaplain
is not available. But this part of her training is merely a somewhat
more intensive course in applying Christian truths than that given to
the average attendant at a Bible class. It is not the chief or distinctive
function of her calling. Her Lutheran faith will, as a rule, show itself
more in the spirit with which she attends to her duties than in the
conversation which she carries on with those who are committed to her
charge.

A Lutheran deaconess is distinguished by the fact that her work is
primarily or largely in the spiritual field. She may have a full training
as a registered nurse, or as a teacher, or as a practical nurse, or as
a parish secretary; but in each case it is expected of her that she be the
assistant of the pastor or the missionary in charge with reference to the
spiritual needs of the persons concerned, no matter whether or not her
outward work is connected with material needs of the poor and under-
privileged.

As for the Lutheran social worker, her work is analogous to that of
the Lutheran nurse in this respect, that, whereas the latter is primarily
concerned with the physical welfare of the patients entrusted to her care,
the social worker deals with mental aberrations, especially with abnormal
psychology of a temporary kind and with social maladjustments arising
from such an abnormal condition. Sometimes these maladjustments are
connected with some difficulties in the religious field, and then it stands
to reason that the Christian social worker will treat the difficulty from
this angle. At other times the underlying cause of the abnormal con-
dition may lie in another field, and then the social worker may find it
to her advantage not to bring in the religious element too soon, if at all.
But all her work is done from the standpoint of a believing Christian,
who will also be ready at all times to point out the specific benefits of the
Biblical point of view and to show the way of salvation. P.E.K.
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Baccalaureate Services

The inquiries concerning baccalaureate services in schools function-
ing under the auspices of the State, and in particular regarding the par-
ticipation of pastors in high-school baccalaureate services, have multi-
plied in recent years, a fact which seems to indicate a growing per-
plexity on the part of many members of our clergy as to the attitude
they ought to take with regard to such services.

Our first consideration in judging such participation is that growing
out of the principle of the separation of Church and State, as this is
generally acknowledged in our country, not only by the Federal Govern-
ment, but also by the individual States. The Augsburg Confession
rightly states: “The magistracy defends not the minds, but the bodies and
bodily things against intruders and coerces men by the sword and cor-
poral punishment that it may uphold ecivil government and peace.
Wherefore the ecclesiastical and civil powers are not to be confounded.”
(Art.28.) The function of the State concerns the bodily welfare of its
citizens and their moral behavior under the laws of the State; but the
State is not to take care of the souls of its citizens. That principle seems
now to be universally recognized in our country, although some Cal-
vinistic sects have been mingling Church and State in various ways,
including that of baccalaureate services in state-supported schools and
invocations in political meetings.

Another question which enters in here, especially from the stand-
point of the Lutheran pastor, is that of unionistic practises. The Con-
cordia Cyclopedia has the following sentences sub “Unionism”: “Re-
ligious unionism consists in joint worship and work of those not united
in doctrine. In effect it denies the doctrine of the clearness of Scrip-
ture. It would treat certain doctrines as fundamental or essential and
others as non-essential to Christian unity — a proposition which could be
defended on only one of two premises: that God either was unable to
reveal His will and mind in such a manner as not to be misunderstood
or was not willing so to reveal Himself.” Another definition and de-
seription of unionism is the following: “Unionism is every evidence of
agreement and cooperation with opponents in doctrine which is not based
upon the Scriptural demand of unity of spirit. This includes: 1) any
form of common worship in the proclamation of the Word of God, the
use of the Sacraments, or prayer, by which we unmistakably unite with
those who differ with us in doctrine; 2) any cooperative undertaking
in the field of church-work, by which we actually acknowledge the false
position of our opponents and identify ourselves with their errors;
3) joint, common, or promiscuous prayer with those who deny any
doctrine of Scripture and with those who belong to a church-body
confessing error, especially if the latter are acting in a representative
capacity.”

In whatever measure baccalaureate services conflict with the prin-
ciples set forth in the above statements they are not to be sanctioned.
The best move would be to discontinue the customary baccalaureate
services in all State schools, whether of elementary, secondary, or higher
degree, and to substitute a purely civic meeting, opened with “The Star-
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spangled Banner” and closed with “America the Beautiful” or some other
appropriate song. The suggestion has been made that a high-school bac-
calaureate service might be held in a Lutheran church, provided that
the Lutheran pastor and his congregation are in charge of the entire
service from beginning to end. In this case the question of unionism
might not be urged, but the contention might be brought that the Lu-
theran pastor would then be an dAAotgloemiononog, since through his ser-
mon he is performing pastoral work in the case of such as are not his
members and as are not attending fully of their own free will and
are not in his pastoral care. A case which would have to be branded as
unionistic is that of a Lutheran pastor’s participating as speaker or in-
vocator in a baccalaureate service when his address or prayer integrates
with the rest of the service. It is clear that in such instances no one
would invite a Lutheran pastor to speak for the Lutheran Church or
to present its distinctive doetrines and that he could not escape the
odium of identifying himself with the errors of false teachers and de-
nominations participating in such services. P.E. K.
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