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Miscellanea

A Prominent Presbyterian Speaks of Colleges, Seminaries,
Ministers, and Laymen

One of the most eminent Presbyterian divines of today is Dr. Mark
A. Matthews of Seattle, Wash. Writing on the recent General Assembly
of his church-body, the 150th, he glides into general observations of
importance. His remarks will be found interesting and in some respects
challenging. His article appeared in the Presbyterian of July 7.

“We have some fifty-odd so-called Christian colleges in America,
but perhaps we have not a single real Christian college. Because
a college teaches the Bible two or three hours a week does not make
it a Christian college. It must major in the Bible, in Christianity, and
in Christian experiences in order to reach the standard of a real Chris-
tian college. We should combine many, strengthen those that are worth
while, and bring them to perfection.

“We have too many seminaries. We should have only three. Prince-
ton is one of the greatest seminaries in the world and should be endowed
and prepared to educate our boys. We need a seminary in the Middle
West, perhaps in Chicago. The Chicago seminary should be made perfect.
We also need a Western seminary, and perhaps the seminary at San
Francisco should have all the assistance necessary to make it a standard
seminary. All the seminaries should be required to force their students
to master the English Bible, to study the technique of evangelism, and
to learn how to manage and direct churches. Students that come out
of the seminaries today are not competent to handle churches, because
they have not been trained in that art. There ought to be a clinic
in every seminary teaching methods and technique of Christian work.
Had the seminaries taught the method of Christian work and had they
trained Christian workers, there would not have arisen in this country
the multiplicity of irresponsible schools purporting to do that kind
of work.

“There ought to be a chair in every seminary teaching methods and
technique and charged specifically with the duty of training Christian
workers. Not on the theory that those Christian workers are to go
out in the world and make it a profession or on the theory of vesting
them with authority commensurate with the minister’s, but they ought
to be trained to do the work.

“Every student in every seminary should be sent out of the seminary
in his third year and put under the care of some competent, successful
pastor who knows how to handle a church. That young man should
be trained by that minister for a year, then sent back to the seminary
for his graduation. Literally, he should be made to be a hewer of wood
and a drawer of water. The average minister does not know anything
about time-keeping, appointments, or the science and genius of real
work. But he could get that under some qualified pastor who would
drive him and teach him to work.
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“It is a great reflection on the seminaries that they have not trained
and produced great teachers and leaders. When they need teachers to
fill their own chairs, they have to import them. They ought to have
trained them. Their professors should be products of the seminaries.
The seminaries ought to have produced Hodges, Greens, Pattons, and
Warfields to take the place of those heroes of the past. Let us begin now
to fill our chairs with the products of our own seminaries.

“The churches are suffering today because self-starting, up-starting
laymen are trying to dictate and run the churches. That cannot be
done; it is not according to God’s plan. But perhaps they are trying
to do this because the ministers are not properly trained.

“The churches are making a great mistake in being relieved of the
ministers who have passed a certain age, but who possess experience
and understanding of human nature. Express your appreciation of your
ministers and of all Christian workers who are doing their duty and
doing it well. Encouragement is worth a great deal. We have gone
too far in dismissing from service men because they have reached
a certain age. That is silly, unchristian, and very expensive. A man
ought to do his best work before he is sixty-five, that is if he has
learned how to work before sixty-five. The last General Assembly
recorded the loss of many of its most efficient men because of an arbitrary
age rule. Let us correct that foolishness. It smacks too much of the
decadent, decaying, bankrupting business world. Encourage the men
who are doing the work, support them, sustain them, and make it pos-
sible for them to do better work. The last General Assembly either
in practise, sentiment, or action brought these facts forcibly to our
attention.” A.

Concerning Purgatory

Assist the Souls in Purgatory is the title of a pamphlet put out by
the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo., with the
episcopal imprimatur. It tells the Catholic all about purgatory, and it
tells us from what sources the Catholics get their theology and on what
they base their hope of salvation. We read: “Our Divine Savior once
said to Ven. Marie Lataste: ‘You can do nothing more pleasing to God
than to aid the suffering souls” And to St.Gertrude our Lord said:
‘Every prayer, howsoever poor it may be, if said for the souls in pur-
gatory, is acceptable to Me on account of the great desire I have for
their release. . .. St.Thomas Aquinas says: ‘The least pain in pur-
gatory is greater than the greatest suffering im this world” St. Mary
Magdalen de Pazzi, who in spirit beheld these sufferings, says that all
the torments and tortures of the martyrs and the most intense fire on
earth are like a pleasure~garden compared to purgatory. Many souls
must suffer there a long time. Numerous souls who had been in pur-
gatory twenty, thirty, forty, fifty years and even longer, appeared to
Bl Frances of the Blessed Sacrament. There is no doubt that the suffer-
ing souls love God with glowing love and are perfectly satisfied 1o
suffer; also that the Blessed Virgin, the angels, and saints visit them
and console them. . . . Christ Himself appeared to St.Catherine of
Siena and revealed to her that she had cobtained hundreds of great
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graces through the intercession of these holy souls. A certain poor
soul said to BL Frances of the Blessed Sacrament: ‘We, too, recommend
your needs to God. Whenever a person remembers us, we all remember
him before God and obtain graces for him, especially the grace to serve
God faithfully, to avoid sin, and the grace of a happy death.’ St.Bridget
relates that she once heard many souls praying, ‘O God, reward those
who help us in our misery.’ St. Alphonsus Liguori and Cardinal Bel-
larmine are of the opinion that the poor souls may be invoked. . . .
Among the suffering souls there is a class which is seldom recom-
mended to the prayers of the faithful, namely, the souls of deceased
priests. Our Divine Lord once spoke to Ven. Marie Lataste: ‘My
daughter, pray much for my priests, for they are entirely too little
prayed for. Too often the faithful forget that it is their duty to pray
for priests, who are their fathers as regards their salvation” We read
in the life of Bl Frances of the Blessed Sacrament that two Popes,
many bishops, and especially a great number of priests appeared to her,
begging her assistance. . . . Many departed souls have appeared to
their benefactors to express their gratitude and to assure them of their
intercession in heaven. Let us resolve to be especially charitable towards
departed priests. Parents also whose sons are preparing for the priest-
hood should be most charitable towards souls of deceased priests. This
will aid their sons to become good priests, worthy ministers of the
altar. . . . Mary, the saints, and the guardian angels of the souls that
are delivered will be eternally grateful to us if we succor the holy
souls. . . . Let us often make acts of the love of God; these interior
acts are of unspeakable value. ‘Every act of love merits life eternal,
says St.Thomas. . . . The Benedictine Sisters pray day and night
without intermission before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed.
Besides having the names of the departed inscribed, living persons may
be enrolled and likewise share in all the Holy Masses, Communions,
prayers, and good works heretofore mentioned, that they may thereby
obtain the grace of final perseverance, of worthily receiving the last
sacraments, and of dying a happy death. ... In our Adoration Chapel
at Clyde, Mo., and also at Mundelein, Ill., we are privileged to have the
Most Blessed Sacrament exposed by day and night. It is becoming that
twenty wax candles should burn constantly before the exposition throne.
Many of our friends ask to have a candle placed on the altar for their
special intention — some, to beg for the conversion of a sinner; others,
as a petition to God to grant relief to their dear ones in purgatory;
others, for help in some necessity. The living Heart of Jesus in the
Sacred Host will be moved to mercy and compassion by this act of
faith and generosity. In return our Lord will bestow signal graces on the
living and grant consolation to the departed. —For an alms of 50 cents,
a large wax candle will be burned one whole day and one whole night
in our Adoration Chapel before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed;
for $3.50, one whole week; for $12.00 one month. . . . The holy doctors
St. Gregory and St.Jerome say that the souls for whom a Holy Mass
is being said and those for whom the priest makes a memento, experi-
ence no pain during the time of the Sacrifice. By having Masses said
for the poor souls, we can obtain marvelous graces. Numberless persons
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have been aided in their necessities by having Masses said for the souls
in purgatory. The Mother of God once said to St.Bridget: ‘T am the
Mother of the poor souls in purgatory, for all the sufferings they have
deserved are being mitigated more or less every hour by my intercession.’
According to St.Bernardine of Siena, Mary has special dominion in
this prison of souls, the spouses of Christ, and consoles and delivers
them. She even descends into purgatory on Saturdays, as she promised
Pope John XXII, and also on her feast days. St.Bernard says, ‘Mary
has great power over purgatory.’ Jesus Christ has appointed her dis-
pensatrix of His infinite merits. She holds in her hands, as it were, the
key of the Divine treasure. If the poor souls are worthy of the benefit,
Mary can deliver them from their torments. ... The heroic act of charity
consists in offering for the souls in purgatory, through the hands of
Mary, all one’s good works and likewise those which may be offered
in our behalf by others during our life and after death. A priest who
has made the heroic act can by every Holy Mass that he says release
a soul from purgatory by way of suffrage. Dionysius, the Carthusian,
tells of a holy virgin, Gertrude, who was accustomed to offer up every
morning all her good works for the poor souls. When she came to
die, the evil spirit filled her with alarm and endeavored to drive her
to despair, by representing to her that she had no good works left for
herself, as she had carelessly given them all away, etc. Thereupon our
Lord appeared to her in radiant splendor and said: ‘Why art thou so
alarmed, My daughter? That thou mayest know how pleasing to Me
was thy charity towards the suffering souls, I remit to thee the entire
punishment that had been decreed to thee.’” Prayers to be offered:
“O my God, in union with the merits of Jesus and Mary, I offer up
to Thee for the poor souls in purgatory, all my works of satisfaction,
as also those that may be offered up by others for me, during life, at
my death, and after my death. Amen.” “O good Jesus, in union with
Thy prayers or Thy divine works performed while on earth, I offer Thee
this prayer, this good work, for the redemption of these souls.” The
concluding paragraph gives these instructions: “Pray especially, as said
above, for the souls who are nearest deliverance. Descend into pur-
gatory and ask: How much do you still owe your Lord? Perhaps one
more Holy Mass, or a Holy Communion, or an alms? Take this debt
upon yourself and it will be remitted to the soul which, as the last
farthing is paid, can enter the eternal beatitude of heaven.” —The 8th
edition of this booklet appeared in 1931. E.

Francis de Sales on Preaching

A brother kindly sends us an excerpt from the works of a famous
Roman Catholic bishop which will be read with interest: “The philos-
opher Aristotle says that the form of a thing is its being and soul.
If you tell the most wondrous truths but tell them badly, they will
profit little. The art is to say but little, and that well. Now, to do this
in preaching, you must . . . speak warmly and devoutly, simply, clearly,
and with confidence; you must thoroughly love what you teach and
believe what you say. The sovereign art is to be artless. Our sermons
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should be kindled not with vehement gesticulations or an excited voice
but with inward devotion; they should come from the heart rather
than the lips. Say what men will, it is the heart which speaks to hearts,

whereas the tongue reaches no farther than men’s ears.” (From
Spiritual Letters of Francis de Sales, translated by H.L.S.Lear.)
A.

The American Medical Association and Contraceptives

“Through its House of Delegates, which constitutes its entire voting
power, the American Medical Association at its recent annual conven-
tion held in San Francisco denied that it had endorsed contraceptive
practises at its Atlantic City convention last year. The reason for this
forthright declaration was the widely heralded misstatements of the press
reports declaring that the Association had changed its policy concerning
birth control and that it favored the use of contraceptives. The Asso-
ciation is to be congratulated. In an open letter to the New York Times,
July 27, Ignatius Cox, S.J., wonders ‘how this more recent and mo-
mentous statement escaped the keen vigilance of the press.’ Especially,
we add, when lately it gave such prominence to foreign dispatches on
the trial and acquittal of a prominent English doctor who as a test case
pleaded guilty to the charge of performing a criminal abortion!”

America, Aug. 6, 1938.

Die ,Muftimmigfeiten”’ in den Cvangelien

Diefe vorgebligen Unftinmumigteiten werden von den neueren Theologen
ald Grund fiir thre Berwerfung der Verbalinjpiration angegeben. Friedricd)
Biichfel, Profeffor in Roftod, der in feiner Srift ,Die Offenbarung Got-
te3” behauptet, baf ,die Apoftel und ihre Shitler aud) ald Begeuger der
Offenbarung Gottes nicht einfad) aufgehort Haben, fehliame Menjden zu fein
— Qrrtitmer {ind bet thnen nidht einfad) ausdgejdhloffen”, und feine Sdhrift
mit Der Yusjage {hlieBt: ,Der Gedante der Jnjpiration bon Worten muf
aufgegeben terden”, {dreibt auf Seite 77: ,Der Hijtorijd) Gefcjulte . . .
toird in ben Ebangelien Unitimmigteiten, unzuberldffige BVeridte, legenddre
Stitde u. a. m. feftitellen und das altefte und die jiingeren Ebangelien zu
fondern verfudjen ujw.” Wir fragen natiirlich: Weldes find diefe Unftim-
migfeiten, bie bie Hiftorijch) Sejdjulten feftgejtellt Haben? RNum, Biidfel nennt
eine Unftimmigfeit. Cine dare ja aud) genug, feine Sade zu betveifen.
Diefe eine Unftimmigleit wird auf Seite 10 fo dargelegt: ,IFEu Pra=
eriften ift im Johannedevangelium ¥lar und iiberzeugend begzeugt, bor
allem, toeil fie al3 Folge der Riebe ded BVaters zumn Sofne, die grengenlod
und darum aud) nidt in Grengen der Beit eingejdloffen ift, nicht ald meta-
phyiiichesd Poftulat ober Ausdfunft sur Lojung fodmologijder Problematit exr=
fdeint. Jnbdeffen, {o fehr dad Johannesebangelium Buirauen verbdient und
beshalb JCJu Praeriftengbetwuhtiein und Praerijtens zuzuerfennen ift: die
fhnoptijden Ebangelien beridten nichts bon ihr. Deshalb muf e3 aud) ge-
ftattet fein, bei diefer Unftimmigleit der Beridte die Sade
im @eheimnis zu laffen, wenn aud) die vollige Ablehmung der Praegiftens
I€fu mehr behauptet al beredhtigt 1ft.“ Jn dem alfo, wad die Shynoptifer
itber bie etvige Gottheit IEu fagen und wasd Johannesd bdaritber {agt, liegt
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eine Hnjtinmigfeit vor. Die BVibel fann nidht woctlid) infpiciert fein, tveil
derartige Unftimmigteiten, unguvexrlafjige Veridyte, legendire Stilde in den
Epangelien gefunden worden find. Wir brauden ung mun nidht zu bemithen
nadzuweifen, bap hier feine Unftimutigleit vorlieat. Die Sihnoptifer leug=
nen ja mit feiner Silbe, a3 Johanned iiber die Praegiftens JIEfu {agt.
Bon einem Wiberfprud) fann feine Rede fein. Ja, fie lehren auddriid-
[id) die Praeyiftens JEfu, 3. B. Matth. 1,20—23; 16, 183—17; 22, 42—45.
€3 Jerridit swifden den Synoptifern und Johannes vollige {iberetnjtimumung.
Allerdings gebrauden fie nid)t diefelben Worte. Johannes jagt viel mebhr
itber bdie eige Gottheit JEfu als bie andern Ehangeliften. Das ivar eben
fein Thema. GSollen und mitffen die andern Evangelijten bdiejelben Worte
gebrauden? Mup jeded Ebangelium mit bem Prolog ded Johannedevange-
{iims beginren und dann Wort filr Wort das Johannesdevangelium bringen,
fo dag wir pier gleidloutende Evangelien fdtten — fonjt ergdbe {id) eine
Snftimmigteit”?  Dod) genug hHiervon, Wir twollten nur an einem Crem=
pel zeigen, bap e3 mit der belichten Rebe von Unftimmigleiten in der Bibel
nidyt weit fer ift. Die neueren Theologen maden ed fid fehr leidt.

iiber ba3, mas BViid)fel iiber die Praegiftens felber ausfagt, jdreibt bie
JRirdlide Beitfdrift’ (Jan. 1988, &. 44) in einer Regenfion der Srift
Bitdels ,Theologie desd Neuen Teftamentd”: ,Die ziveite Auflage ded
Werts hat eine Criveiterung exfalfren. Ob dag freilid) tmmer eine Befjerung
bebeutet? Wir beziveifeln dasd mefhrfad). o wird jebt in § 26, der von
dem Berhdltniz ded fhnoptijhen und desd johanneifhen BVerichiesd iiber FEiu
Berfiimbigung und Lehre Hanbelt, im Text ein Abfai eingefiigt, der unter-
ftreidgt, baf nur basd Gemeinfame diefer Deiden DVeridite als das Gefiderte
angefefen fverden fann, und in den Unmerfungen Jeikt e3: Die Praexijtens
I&u fann nidht zu dem Geficherten, wad und iiber ihn itberliefert ijt, ge-
redynet werden, obiwvoh( fie allerbings Bitchfel nicht blok ,ein Stitd Ehriftus-
mythus’, jondern ein Stitd der CYhriftusmivflidfeit’ ift. . . . Dagegen fann
man {id) freuen, bet der Darlegung der Logoslefre bei Johannesd (&. 162 ff.)
nun den Sab eingefilgt zut fehen: Un eine BVerivandlung desd Logosd tm [ 1]
Fletjd) oder an ein bloked Wohnungnehuien ded Logo3 im Fleifd) denft er
nidgt. Der Menjd) IEus und der Logos find dasjelbe Subjeft: der einige
Gohn @ottes (Joh. 17, 5.24; ovgl. 1,14).°“ €8 fommt ung por, ald fanden
fig Unftimmigfeiten” in den verfdiedenen Ausfagen BViidels.

Wit teilen Hier nebenbei dasd Sdlukivort von D. Reus Regenfion mit:
~Die Entfdeidbung itber die Juberldffigleit der eingelnen Sdriftausiagen
ird im gangen nod) mehr ald frither in die Hand der menfdliden Nber-
fequng gelegt. Wit miiffen dabet an jened Wort denfen, bad twir Hirzlid)
ither bie theologifdie Urbeit Ded 19. Jahrhundertd gelefen Hhaben: Die Eg-
egefe ift gritndlidjer geivorden, aber die Wutoritdt ber Sdrift ift in3 Wanfen
geraten.*” e.
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