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less. A sister who had hastened to her bedside insisted that she
partake of Holy Communion inasmuch as she was still able to swallow.
But what assurance could we have that she was conscious, that she
was truly penitent, that she herself was desirous of Holy Communion ?
As usual, T presented the one thing needful. I prayed. But there
was no response. 1 sat and pondered. Meanwhile the home was
literally filled with friends, all Catholic. A wonderful opportunity
indeed to present Christ Crucified. But my first duty was to do for
the patient what I could. I tarried for an hour, hoping to get some
response. When finally I asked whether the patient might be able
to move any part of her body, possibly a hand or a finger, her arms
were placed above the covers. And, lo and behold, when I asked her
to lift a finger if she understood me, she lifted one finger. Will you
lift your finger twice? She did. Did you hear me pray a little while
ago? She answered in the affirmative by lifting the finger. When
her sister now asked her whether she wished to partake of Holy Com-
munion, she again answered in the manner indicated. In the presence
of that strange assembly, under these most peculiar circumstances, the
usual preparation was made. As the confession was spoken, she an-
swered by raising a finger. And though her eyes, the open mouth
and the lips were rigid, she was able to swallow a small portion of
the wafer and a teaspoonful of wine. With a brief word to all,
a blessing, and the Lord’s Prayer I departed. One hour later she died.
Chicago, Ill. F. C. STREUFERT.

-

Theological Observer. — Kirdjlid)-Beitgejhichtliches.

I. Amerika.

Aus unfever norvwegijden Shwejteriynode, Da3 englifhe Organ diefer
Ghnode meldet, daf P. J. €. Thoen den Veruf angenonunen YHat, feine
gange Jeit und Kraft der Redaftion der {hnodalen Beitidriften Lutheran
Sentinel (englifh) umd ,Rutherff Tidbenbe” (morivegifd) zu widbmen. Der
Prafjident der Shnode, P. H. M. Tjernagel, teilt dad Annahmejdreiben
P. Thoend im Lutheran Sentinel mit und fiigt Hingu: “With rejoicing and
gratefulness to God we hasten to acquaint all readers of our official organs
with the above [bem Unnahmefdreiben]. It means that all readers of our
papers will get the full-time services and the benefits of a veteran com-
mander’s experiences gained through a long campaign against the powers
of darkness. It means that a mind schooled in strife and suffering for
truth’s sake will speak to us every week [Sentinel und ,Tidende” erfdei=
nien abmedgfelnd fwocgentlich]. It means that a heart that knows no hope
but the blessed hope in the crucified and resurrected Son of God and
Mary, Jesus Christ, will bring into our homes, through the printed page,
weekly admonitions to love, serve, and obey Him; for ‘there is none other
name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.” It means
furthermore that our present editors, who for many years have served us
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faithfully and well, although their backs were, figuratively speaking, often-
times well-nigh broken under the added burden, will now, in due time, be
relieved. An unmistakable and sincere ‘Thank you!’ is due our retiring
editors, Pastors J.A.Moldstad and G. A.Gullixson.” Unfere Glaubens=
briiber bon Dder zur Gynodalfonferenz gefhorenden Norivegifden Synode
ftefen wabhrlid) in jdhwerem Kampf und in Harter Urbeit. Sie mufpten
getniffenshalber ausd ihrer alten Sphnodalverbindung ausideiden, feil fie
bie im ,Opgjdr” enthaltene LVerleugnung der sola gratia nicht mitmadjen
fonnten. Durd) Gotted Gnade gogen jie dad Fefthalten an der sola gratia
per Volfaveriwandtidaft bor. Sie erfennen e3 mit Redit ald ihren Beruf,
diefen {dweren Sampf fortzujeben, und P. Thoen ift, twie Prajed Tiernagel
bemertt, ald Redafteur der {hnodalen Jeit{driften durdhaus tiidhtig, diefen
RKampf fortzujeben, ivie dad aud) die fritheren Redafteure, die Paftoren
%, A Moldftad und . A. Sullixfon, getan Hhaben. Iibrigens Haben unfere
nortoegifjenn Glaubens- und Befenninidgenoffen in iGrem Kampf den Vor-
tetl, daf fie da3 auf die Sdrift gegriindete Zeugnisd der BVater der alten
Norivegifdhen Synode auf ihrer Seite haben. Yud) Sentinel und ,Tibende”
Haben aus des feligen D. Koren Sdriften langere und firgere Mitteilungen
bargeboten, in denen aucd) Glieder Ded Minifteriums unferer Synode itber
ben status controversiae im Streit um bdie Refjren bon der BVefehrung und
Gnadentwahl und iiber die Entjtehung ded Streites genauen Veridht finden
fonmnen. Der Preisd der Jeit{driften, zufammien begogen, ijt $1.50; eingeln
begogen, je $1. 3. B

Bu dem Beridt iiber die villige itbereinftimmung in QLehre und Prazgis
3ipifden den ©ynoden von Vuffalo, Ofhio und Jowa bemerften wir, dap die
in dem Veridht behauptete vollige itbereinftimmung in der lutherijdhen Lehre
und Pragid nod) im Widerfprud) mit den Tatjaden ftehe. Wir denfen dabei
3. B. an die Tatjadje, daf die Jowafhnode in Glaubensd-, Kirden- und Ur=
beitdgemeinidaft fteht mit der ,Bereinigten €b.-Ruth. RKirche bon Aujtra=
lien”. €in ©lied ded Minijteriums diefed RKirdentorpers (P. W. NRiedel)
Hat aber vor etiva zivei Jahren eine Sdrift versifentlicht unter dbem Titel
Der Bviefpalt innerhalb der lutherifdhen RKirdje Yuftraliend”, mit bem
Untertitel ,Was Yindert die Cinigung?” Jn diefer Sdrift fwird gefordert,
daf die Qefhren vom Untidrift, bom Chiliadmus, vbon der Kirdje und vbom
PRredigtamt, bon den Sddpfungstagen ald offene Fragen behandelt fwerden.
Die {thereinftimmung in diefen Lehren {oll nicht gur Cinigleit in der luthe-
rifden Refhre gehoren, fedenfalld nicht zur Bebdingung der glaubensbritber-
lidgen Sirdjengemeinfdaft gemadht werden. INit Bebauern iwird die Stellung
der Miflourier und ihrer Glaubensgenoffen in Auftralien fo Garatterifiert:
»Andere mogen {ic) nod) abzumithen Haben itber die Refhre vom Heiligen AYmt,
pom Antidrift, bom Taufendjahrigen NReich, von der erjten Auferftehng —
fiix Miffourt und die €b.-Luth. Synode in Yujtralien {ind diefe Fragen alle
erledigt und die LQefhren fertig und dagu nod) etliche anbdere, ivie die, dah
die Tage, in Demen Goit die Welt gefdaffen, vierundzwanszigitiindige ivie
die unfern gefvefen fein miiffen und die Verlobung CEhejdhluf fei.” Ent-
fehieden abgeiviefen wird bon P. Riedel, was der miffourifde ,Qutheraner”
pon 1866, ©. 2, {dreibe: ,Ale die Fragen bon Kirdje, bom Ymt, bon Dder
Sdlitffelgewalt, vom Kirdjentegiment, bon den lehten Dingen und dergleichen
find ja in Gottes Wort geldjt und fitr alle Beiten endgiiltig ent{hieden, und
in Dem Yeiligen RQid)t ded zur Reformationsdzeit fvieder auf den Plan ge:-
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fommenen Cbangelii haben die BVater der Reformation diefe Lfung in und
nad) Gotted Wort bereitd lebendig erfannt.” Jn bitterer Stimmung febt
Herr P. Riedel Hingu: ,Und wenn eine Shnode ivie die Jowajynode in
Amerifa oder die Vereinigte Ev.-Ruth). RKirdje von Auftralien Fragen ivie
die obenerivafnten nod) ,offen’ laft, die muf {idh {Hon gefallen laffen, bon
Miffourt ald unionijfifd gebrandbmarft zu fverden.” Bedauert wird
aud) die Jnfonfequenz der IMiffourijynode, dap fie dad semper virgo unter
die offenen Fragen einreihen laffen will, aber {ic) Harinddig fveigere, ein
Gleidges zu tun in begug auf die Lehren vom Antidrift, Chiliadmus, Kirche,
Predigtamt ufw. Unfere Vemerfung in der borigen Nummer diefer Jeit-
{chrift, dafy die beridhtete pollfommiene tbereinftimmung zmwifden Buffalo,
Ohio und Joiwa nod) im Widerfpruch) mit den Tatfacdhen ftehe, beruht auf
der Ynnahnie, daf die genannten Shnoden nidht fwillensd find, der Forderung
De3 JIuterpreten der Vereinigten Cb.-Luth. Kirdge von Yuftralien nad)-
gufommen, namlid) die Lefhren vom Antidrift, vom Chiliadmus, bon der
Kirde, bom Heiligen Predigtamt, von den Schopfungstagen auf die Freilifte
au feben. ..

i oweldem Falle ift dad , Bufemmenmwadifen’ von Synoden unvedt?
Auf diefe Frage antiwortet bas ,Gemeindeblatt” der Wisdconfinjhnode: ,Was
mag wohl Shnoden dazgu veranlafien, ifhre Sondereriftens aufzugeben und
{id) miteinander zu einem neuen Sorper zu vberbinden? Jum grofen Teil
foird e3 bdie Not fein, und zivar die finangielle Not. Die Not, welder Art
jie aud) fein mag, Hat im Reben nod) immer diefe Wirfung gehabt. Gott
felbft nimmt bdie ot in die Hand, damit fwir durd) den Glauben enger mit
ihm bereinigt werden. €3 fann feinedivegs getadelt iwerden, wenn Shnoden
purd) die Not, felbft finangzieller Art, dazu getrieben fverden, ineinander
aufgugehen. Gerade diefe Not trifft gewohnlid) die Shnoden Hart. Das
jtetige Wadhfen der Unftalten und Miffionen fordert Hohere Ausdgaben; aber
getoohnlid) Halten die Cinnahmen mit den Yusgaben nidht Sdritt. Die
Folge ift: Driidende Sdjulden, dad Wadhfen [hadlicger Cinjdrdanfung und
jdhiverer Gorgen. Man fann e3 verftehen, wenn Synoden, durd) joldhe Not
getrieben, {ic) miteinander vberfdhmelgen. Uber fwenn dad iiber die Einigleit
in Rehre und Pragid Hinveg gefdhieht, fann die Not e3 nidht redjtfertigen,
denn e3 ijt ein Unredht.” F. 8.

Das Lutheran Home Missions Council. {iber den 3ived bdiefer
Hitrglic) gegriindeten Organifation {dreibt D. W. €. Siitte in der ,Lluthe-
rifgen Rirdhengeitung”, wie folgt: ,Der Jwed diefer Organifation {oll fein:
gegenjeitige Crmunterung und Crbauung im Werf und in den Methoden
per Cinheimifchen Miffion; Dasg Stubdium und die Priifung von Miffions=
felbern; bdie Yufjtellung und Feftfebung von Grundidgen, nad) denen die
Miffionsfelder befest und bearbeitet twerden mogen ofjne BVerdoppelung bon
Arbeitsfraften und Yudgaben und ohne die Prarid einer unfreundlichen
Sonfurrenz. Dasd Konzil {oll feine Dienjte algd ein Schieddgericht anbieten,
fenn eine Sontroverfe unter den beteiligten Korperjdaften in begug auf
die Yrbeit auf Miffionsfeldern entjtefen jollte. Die BVollmadjten bes Kon-
3il8 follen nur beratend fein.” Die Griindung ded Council ging ausd bon
Der Bereinigten LQuiberifden RKirdje, refp. bon deren Behorde fiir amerifa-
nifde Miffionen. Die erfte Verfammlung ,zur Annaherung auf dem Sebiet
der Cinhetmifchen Miffion” fand im Marz diefes Jahres in Chicago ftatt.
Cine eitere BVerfammlung fwurde am 2. Juli abgehalten, die definitive BVor-
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jhlage porlegte. Die erfte offizielle BVerjammlung ded Council fwird am
27. Januar 1931 gujammentreten. Un dem Unternehmen {ind fofveit be=
teiligt: Die Wereinigte Quiherijhe Kirdpe, die Auguftanafynode, die RNor-
foegif)-Qutherijdhe RKirche, die Vereinigte Dinifdje SHnode, die IJowajynode
und die OYfiofhnode mit Buffalo. Eine fold) gemeinfame Urbeit auf dem
®ebiet der Cinbeimifchen Miffion fann nur bebeuten, dap {ich) biefe ber-
fchiedenen ©phnoden als vollfommen eintg in Lehre und Pragid beiradten.
it dies nidht der Fall, fo ijt die Griindung ded Council ein Unionidmus-
egperiment, mie fid) diefe in Den Yebten Jahren leiber gehduft Haben. €3
mag jchlieklich nur zivet lutherijdhe Gruppen in unferm Lanbde geben, ndm=
li) die Cv.-Luth. Unionsfirde und die Shnodalfonferens. 3J. .M.

Will the American Lutheran Conference Take In the United
Lutheran Church? — Some of the prospective members of the American
Lutheran Conference declare that to be impossible. Others are going to
work towards that end. That appears from the report of the seventy-first
annual convention, in June, of the Augustana Synod, published in the
Lutheran Companion of June 21. The section dealing with the American
Lutheran Conference reads: “Synod voted to become a member of the pro-
posed American Lutheran Conference, which also would include the Nor-
wegian Lutheran Church, the Joint Synod of Ohio, the Lutheran Free
Church, the Iowa Synod, the United Danish Lutheran Church, and the
Buffalo Synod. The Norwegian Lutheran Church and the Augustana Synod
are the first of the seven bodies to ratify the constitution, which will be-
come effective when three or more of the seven synods mentioned above
have united. The Joint Synod of Ohio, the Iowa Synod, and the Buffalo
Synod expect to consummate a pending merger in August, and it is prac-
tically assured that they will affiliate with the American Lutheran Con-
ference at that time.

“Dr. C. E. Bergendoff, of Chicago, and Rev. C. A. Rosander, of Crystal
Falls, Mich., inquired why the United Lutheran Church in America is not
included in the conference. They were told by Dr.L. H. Schuh, of Toledo,
representing the Joint Synod of Ohio, that the failure of the U. L. C. to
discipline its pastors who are Masons and to observe the Galesburg rule
(Lutheran pulpits for Lutheran pastors only) makes a union with that
body impossible for the Joint Synod of Ohio and the Iowa Synod. Dr. Schuh
also stated that there is no hope at present of a closer relation with the
conservative Missouri Synod.

“The proposed American Lutheran Conference would have a communi-
cant membership of almost a million and practically would reduce the
number of Lutheran groups in the United States to three, the other two
being the United Lutheran Church in America and the Missouri Synod,
all of approximately the same size.

“Formation of the conference does not mean that any synod will give
up its present form of government and organization. The American Lu-
theran Conference would hold conventions every three years to agree upon
doctrines and general practise and to eliminate competition among the
synods subscribing to the constitution.

“Union with the six synods mentioned above does not abolish hopes of
cooperation with the United Lutheran Church, however. Synod instructed
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its Church Unity Committee to ‘concern itself in the main with methods of
closer cooperation’ between the Augustana Synod and the United Lu-
theran Church.

“Pulpit- and altar-fellowship with the Joint Synod of Ohio was adopted.
Theses had been prepared by representatives of both synods which show that
the principles of faith of both bodies are the same, that consequently pastors
of the synods may preach from the pulpits of either synod if so invited
to do, and that members will be welcome to commune at the altars of
either synod.” E.

Two Prominent Lutherans Deceased.—On July 14 Rev. G. A.
Fandrey, at the time of his death General President of the Iowa Synod and
pastor of St. Stephen’s Church in Chicago, I1l., departed this life. Accord-
ingly he did not live to see the amalgamation of the church-body of which
he was the head with the Ohio and Buffalo synods. He was a graduate of
the seminary at Neuendettelsau. Having come to America as a young man,
he served the Iowa Synod as professor, pastor, synodical official, and con-
tributor to its church-papers.

The other Lutheran leader whom death called hence is Prof. Conrad
E. Lindberg, D. D., LL. D., dean of Augustana College, Rock Island, III.,
whose death occurred August 2. Born in Sweden in 1852, he came to
America in 1871. He served congregations in Philadelphia and New York
from 1876 to 1890. In the latter year he was called to Augustana Theo-
logical Seminary as professor of theology. His facile pen not only con-
tributed liberally to the church-papers of his synod, but also produced
a number of books which are now widely used. A.

How Atheists Rejoice over the Pernicious Work of Their Allies,
the Modernists.—In an article in the Sunday-school Times, entitled
“Atheism’s Success among Students,” Maud Howe, secretary of the Cana-
dian Christian Crusade, quotes the following extract from the Third Annual
Report of the American Association for the Advancement of Atheism,
which proves how greatly atheists rejoice over the permicious work which
their allies, the Modernists, are doing in the sectarian churches of our
country. We read: “Churches are becoming secular, preaching anything
except the old-time, orthodox religion. They are becoming social centers,
with just enough nominal religion to escape taxation. Sermons on books
are more popular than are those on the barbaric doctrine of the atonement.
The clergymen are bewildered. They do not know what to preach. Evo-
lution explodes their doctrines. They are declining in number and quality.
The thinning ranks of evangelists forecast their extinction. Church leaders
now even oppose missionizing the Jews, thereby confessing, in effect, that
Christianity is only « religion, not the religion. The clergy are so honey-
combed with heretics that they are powerless to expel known heretics.
The only real cleavage is that between Modernists and Fundamentalists.
But the hillbillies are already defeated. They cannot force the issue in
their conventions, and they dare not withdraw from the denominations.
As education increases, religion decreases. Most college graduates are
godless. The number of churches is increasing in which the monolog
called prayer is omitted.”

The article also states: “As mentioned in a previous article, we have
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knowledge of atheist societies in eighteen of our leading universities, with
names of other universities and colleges about to form such societies. In
high schools and colleges as well as in preparatory schools there are
atheist societies, which, though not organized by the 4-A, are the result of
its activity. These societies are numerous. Inviting their cooperation, the
4-A says: ‘They are not affiliated or even in touch with us, but should be.
Members becoming acquainted with them should inform us, so that we
may render proper aid.’”

As we contemplate these facts, the importance of our Lutheran Uni-
versity and of the work of our student-pastors at various universities in
our country becomes obvious. Atheism can be checked only by continued
Gospel testimony; if that is omitted, there is nothing to prevent it from
becoming universal. J.T. M.

Localities in Italy of Importance in Protestant History. — The
following from the Christian Century, under the title “Spots Memorable
to Protestants in Italy,” will be read with interest: —

“First the secular daily, La Tribune, of Rome, protests against the
pilgrimage of Italian-American Methodists to Italy and considers it an
affront to Fascism, which has ‘restored the full value to the Catholic faith,
which is so large a part of the history of civilization in Italy, and dis-
missed all adulterations which were poisoning the life of our country.’
Then the Vatican organ L’Osservatore Romaeno commends La Tribuna for
its protest and for saying, ‘We did not know until now that there was
Italian Protestantism, much less that it has memorable spots on our soil”’
Well, there is, and it has. As to spots memorable in the history of Italian
Protestantism, there is first of all Torre Pellice, the chief center of the
Waldensians, now and for the past seven hundred years. There are caves
in the Cottian Alps where they hid from persecution and passes where
they defended themselves. There is the scene of the massacre which led
Milton to write, ‘Avenge, O Lord, Thy slaughtered saints.” There is their
handsome church and theological seminary on the Piazza Cavour in Rome,
just across from the new Palace of Justice. Surely the Roman observer
ought to have observed that. Mention might also be made of the place
in Calabria where a Waldensian colony was exterminated, of their fifty
churches throughout Italy, and of their schools in Sicily. The birthplace
of Vermigli (Peter Martyr) in Florence and the place where he was con-
verted to Protestantism in Lucca after he had become vicar-general of the
Augustinian order would be worth searching for, though the scenes of his
labors must be sought in England, Germany, and Switzerland; for Italy
drove him out. The spot where Ochino preached in Venice while he was
still vicar-general of the Capuchins and from which he was summoned by
the Inquisition to Rome (but didn’t go, fleeing to Geneva instead) would
be worth a pilgrimage. The footprints of Juan de Valdes and of Socinus
might be traced, though Methodists perhaps would not be interested in
doing it. Yes, there are many spots in Italy ‘memorable to Ifalian Prot-
estantism,” but most of them are memorials of a ruthless persecution, which
was almost, but not quite, successful in exterminating it.” A

Bur Sade der Sonntagdfhule. Hundertundfiinfzig Jahre find ed Yer,
feitbem Ddie erfte Sonntagsdfdule, die allerdingd von der jebt beftehenden
gang verjdyieden war, ind Leben gerufen wurde. Die Sonntagsidhule Hat fich
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feitdem in Der Welt fveit perbreitet. Nad) der Statiftif vom Jahre 1928
gibt e3 in der gangen Welt 356,146 Sonntagdfdhulen, die von 29,411,435
Sdiilern befudyt twerben. Jn Norbamerifa ift die Sonntagsdidule am ftart-
ften vertreten; Yier befinden fich) namlidh) 195,843 mit 17,510,830 Sdiilern.
Sn Guropa find deren nur 90,621 mit einer Frequenz bon 8,462,845, Die
erfte ©onntagdfdule fwar bon ifhrem Griinber fiir geiftlid) bverivahrliofte
Rinder beftimmt, und fie war vor allem Miffionsinjtitut, daber nur ein
Mittel gum Biel, nidht das Jiel felbft. Wie die Rirchen, die die Sonntags-
fdpule al3d Biel aufgebaut Haben, gefahren find, beiveifen die Seftengentein=
pen unfers Ranbdes, die trob allem Sonntagd{dulunterricht nur ivenige geijt-
lich gefbrderte Chriften Haben und Dbei demen bor allem die Crienninis in
per Rehre ein {Qredlided Manfo aufiveift. Der Sonntagsdidule die Cyifteng=
beredhtigung abjpredhen zu fwollen, fudre egirem; aber ebenjo ertrem fndre e3,
fie al8 Yinreichenbesd Mittel zur drijiliden Crziehung der Jugend dar-
guftellen. o feine Gemeindefdhule eingeridjtet fwerden fann, da muf der
fonfirmandenunterricgt um jo griindlicger gefrieben fverden. . T M.

Reide Katholifen fenben ihre Rinder in weltlide Sdulen. Kardinal
£'Connell, Crzbifdof bon Bofton, hielt bei der diesdjahrigen Werfammtlung
ber Columbusritter in Boffon eine langere Anfpradje, in Dder er auf die
Gejdyichte der RKolonien einging und fidh) fpeziell aud) mit dben Puritanern
befdaftigte. Die Religion der Puritaner fei nidht biel twert geivefen. Uber
fie Dhatten doch ihre Religion ernft genomumen und Ddarauf beftanden, dak
1hre Kinder in threr Religion aufgezogen wurden. Der Kardinal fuhr dann
fort und fagte toorilich: “We might well call this to the attention of some
of our own Catholics of the wealthier class who sacrifice the religion of
their children to the pure worldliness of the so-called fashionable schools.”
Der Kardinal will den ,reidjeren Katholifen” einfdhdrfen, daf fie dad Seelen=
Peil ihrer RKinber aus den Yugen verlieren, ivenn fie ihre Kinbder nidht in
fatholifge Sdulen jhiden. RNun jteht e8 ja jo, dafg die puritanifden Schulen
mwafclid) feine Pujterfdulen waren, befonderd aud) deshalb nidht, weil die
echten Puritaner, ahnlid) der Papitfirde, zur Siderftellung und Wusbrei-
fung ifhrer Religion auch quiere Gefwalt anivendeten, Unbderdglaubige be-
oriidten und gum Teil graufam verfolgten. Aber wad dasd Seelenfeil der
Sinder anlangt, jo iwaren die Rinber in puritanifen Sdulen dod) nod
relativ beffer Daran alg in den papiftifden Sdulen. Sie horten mehr vom
jeligmadjenben Gvangelium, ald died in der Papjtfirdge der Fall iff. I[n
der Papitfirde werben bdie Kinder, die durd) die Taufe Glieder der drijt-
licgen Kirche getworden find, durd) den {pdter einjeBenden RKonfirmanden=
unterricht auf papiftifge Werflehre gedrillt unbd fo geiftlid) gemorbet. Wie
Ruifer died o ergreifend darftellt, fwenn er fagt: ,Wad getauft lebet und
jtirbt bis ind fiebente oder adhte Jahr . . ., ift gewify felig geworden und
foicd felig; baran ziveifeln fwir nidgt. Uber fwenn e3 grof fwird und eure
Riigenpredigt von eurer teuflijen Neuerei hioret, glaubt und folgt, o wird’s
gur Teufeldhure mit eud) und fallt ab von feiner Taufe und Brautigam,
foie mir und andern gefdehen ift, bauet und trauet auf feine Werte .. .,
jo e3 bod) getauft ift, zu trauen und zu bauen auf feinen einigen lieben
Brautigam und HCrn JCfum Chriftum, der fidh felbft fiir und gegeben
Hat.” (XVIL, 1885.) Wenn der Kardinal nidyt felbft geiftlich blind wdre,
fo miicde er ¥atholifdhe Schulen nidht ald feelenrettend empfefhlen. F. L.
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Medieval Modernism. — Modernism has not advanced beyond medie-
valism with respect to the doctrine of justification. It teaches with the
Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent a justification through a iustitia
infusa, and just like the Canons it employs the Pauline terminology, in-
fusing into it, however, a Semi-Pelagianistic meaning. “God Himself has
justified sinners, Rom. 5, 6—11, etc., and communicated to them the Spirit
whereby they possess not their own righteousness, which is of the Law,
but the righteousness which is of God by faith, Gal. 3, 2—6; Phil. 3, 9.
When Paul presents God in Christ as ‘just and the Justifier,” Rom. 3, 26,
he is not making a combination of opposites hitherto inconceivable, but
bearing witness that what was conceived as ideal is now actual in ex-
perience. . . . The way Paul sees it is this: The highest form of right-
eousness — and therefore the righteousness of God —is love. . . . While
there is a grave difficulty in conceiving how righteousness in the legal sense
can be communicated by an act of grace, love is a different matter. Not
only does God ‘commend His love to us,” but His love is ‘shed abroad in
our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to us,” Rom. 5,5; or, as a later
writer puts it, ‘God is Love,” and ‘we love Him because He first loved us,
1 John 4,19.” Thus C. H. Dodd, The Authority of the Bible (1929), p. 212 f.
Did he get his theology and exegetics from the Canons of Trent? These
state: “We are not only reputed, but are truly called, and are, just, receiv-
ing justice within us, each one according to his own measure, which the
Holy Ghost distributes to every one as He wills and according to each
one’s proper disposition and cooperation. For, although no one can be
just but He to whom the merits of the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
are communicated, yet this is done in the said justification of the impious,
when by the merit of that samemost holy Passion the charity of God is
poured forth by the Holy Spirit in the hearts, Rom.5,5, of those that
are justified and is inherent therein.” (Sess. VI, chap. VIL.) “But neither
is this satisfaction, which we discharge for our sins, so our own, as not to
be through Jesus Christ. For we who can do nothing of ourselves, as of
ourselves, can do all things, He cooperating who strengthens us.” (Sess.
X1V, chap. VIIL.) “Thus neither is our own justice established as our own
from ourselves, Rom. 10, 3, nor is the justice of God ignored or repudiated;
for that justice which is called ours because that we are justified from
its being inherent in us, that same is [the justice] of God because that it
is infused into us of God, through the merit of God.” (Sess. VI, chap. XVI.)
What justification by faith means, as the term is used by Professor Dodd,
he does not explain. We have no doubt that the Catholic explanation of
it would fit into his system: “We are therefore said to be justified by
faith because faith is the beginning of human salvation, the foundation,
and the root of all justification.” (Sess. VI, chap. VIIIL.) E.

I1. Ausland.

Gnglands Konflifte mit dbem Batifan, ,D. €. D.“ {dreibt: ,Der Kon=
flitt zivifdjen Der britifgen Regierung und dem VWatifan, der {hon foeiter
guriidreicht, Hat fid) in lebter Beit ver{darft. Bor etwa einem Jahr Hatte
ein italienifdher Ordendoberer einen IMond), eimen gebormen PMaltefer, in
ein auslindijdjes Klofter ftrafverfest. Der Minifterprafident in Malta,
Lord Stridland, Hielt e3 fiir ungulafjig, daf ein britifder lntertan Ddes

50
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RQanbded perfviefen terden fonne, und beriveigerte dem gemapregelten Mond
die Yusreifeerlaubnis. Jnfolge ded dadurd) entjtandenen Streites ergriffen
dte romijgen Bijhsfe von Malta offen Partei gegen die Regierung. Sie
versffentlidhten einen Hirvtenbrief, in dem alle Glaubigen mit dber Erfom=
munifation Dedroft ivurden, die regierungdfreundliche Jeitungen lefen oder
gar in den bevorftehenden Wafhlen ifhre Stimme fiiv einen RKanbdidaten der
verfafjungdmapigen Partei abgeben iviirben. JIn lebter Feit drangt bdie
Cntioidlung auf eine Regeling der gangen Frage. Die britijdhe Regierung
foitnjdt den UL{HIuR eines Konfordatd und Hat aud) bereitd den Enttourf
eined folcgen berdffentlicht. Jn ihmt foll die Unabhangigleit ber Kirche bon
Malta in allen geiftligen Fragen in einer Weife geregelt werden, die mit
ber Gtellung Maltasd ald eined britijfen Kronlanded vertraglic) ift. Die
Haltung ded Vatifansd in dem Streit wird felbft bon den romfreundlichjten
fatholifcgen Kreifen Deftig fritifiert; man {pricht jogar von einer ,Wieber=
Holung® Der Hildebrandidjen Anjpriiche.” iber den RKonflift der britifden
Regierung mit dem BVatifan beridhtet dbasd Blatt: ,Zugleich ift aud) in der
Raldftinafrage eine Spannung entftanden. England Hhat den Vatifan auf-
gefordert, Den romifdhen Patriardjen von Ferufalem und feinen intimiten
Mitarbeiter abzuberufen, mweil fie durc) thre Verbindung mit dben Wraber-
fithrern den Frieden mit den Juden geftort Hatten.” — Der Yusdrud , Hilbe-
brandbjdhe Anfpriihe” ift etivad irrefithrend; Ddenn Hildebrand mafte fich
Gtaatsprivilegien an, nidt ald Hildbebrand, fondern ald Papft. Hilbe-
brandjde Anipriihe {ind papjtijde Anfpritge. Nod Heute forbert der Papit
ald Papft diefelben NRecdhte in begug auf die weltliche Oberferrlichfeit, die
Hildebrand feinerzeit fiir fid) ald Papft beanfpruchte. Darum vird ed aud)
an Sonfliften zivifgen den Papjten und den ieltlichen Regierungen nie
fehlen. Der Papit wird bid zum Enbe ber Tage in der Politif ein trouble-
maker bleibemn. R

Die nenejte fiiritlide Konvertite, Aus Malines, BVelgien, mwurde am
14. Auguijt folgended gemteldet: ,Die frithere Pringeffin Aftrid von Sdhive=
Den und jeBige Herzogin bon Brabant foivie Kronpringeffin bon Belgien
fourde bon dem Qardinal BVan Rocy, dem Primad von Belgien, in den Sdhofh
der fatholijen RKirdge aufgenommen. Ihr Gatte, der Sronpring Leopold
pon Velgien, wofhnte der feierlichen Handlung bei. Sie furden im Jafhre
1926 getraut, und als prafumtive Konigin bon Belgien Hatte die Pingeffin
gur Qandesfirdje iiberzutreten.” Die Sonbertite Hat, als die Kombdie vor fidh
ging, fcherlich biel vom Griftlichen Glauben zu verleugnen gehabt. F. P.

Neue Funde in Ur. Wie ,D. €. D.” beridhtet, Haben Grabungen an
Der Statte pon Ur in Mefopotamien, der Heimat Abrahams, die gemeinfam
von Dbritijen und amerifanijden Gelehrien durdhgefithrt fverden, mneue,
foidhtige Crgebniffe gebradyt. Man Hat dier neue Tempel entdectt, bon denen
3ivei foohl bon Dem Herrfdher Rim Sin von Larfa geftiftet wurden. Die
beiden anbdern Tempel gehen auf Nebufabdnezar und Nabonedu zuriid. Die
Tempel des Rim Sin aren einer Wafjergottheit und dem Frithlingsdgott
gefpeiht und urden etiva 1985 bor Chrifto erbaut. Unter dem einen
Tempel entdedte man Spuren von Bauiverfen nod) fritheren Datums.

I M.

Ginen fehr Yebhaft gehaltenen Unfruf zum Kampf gegen den Bolfde-
wismus feitens einesd ,Altfozialijten”, eines fritheren Oberprdfidenten in
Oftpreupen, ugujt Winnig, teilt die ,A. €. L K.” mit. In diefem Yufruf
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Peifit e3 u. a.: ,Die Welt ift im allgemeinen bviel ditmmer, ald man glauben
mbdjte. Wie biele gebilbete Menfdhen Haben fid) borreden laffen, in Rup-
land fverde durcd) den Boljdeividmus eine neue Kultur begriindet; der ,Prolet=
fult’ exdffne eine neue $ira der Mendhheit. Dort [in Rukland] fwird ganz
einfad) ein ©taat und Volf zugrunde geridhtet. Nun ift die Frage, ob die
Regierungen Curopad einfefen, daf bdiefesd Ende NRuplands zum Enbde
Curopas fithren muf, wenn man es nidht verhindert. KLdkt Curopa ben
Dingen ihren furdtbaren Lauf, {o wijfen wir, daf es ein Curopa im Sinne
per Gemeinfdaft itberhaupt nidht gibt. Denn in Rupland wird jebt der
Grund gertritmumert, auf dbem Curopa jteht. Wenn Curopa dad nidt er=
fennt und verhindert, {o ift bad ein Jeidjen, daf e3 feine Gemeinjdaft ijt
[gemeint ift, Daf Curopa fidh nidht ald eine Familie fithlt]. Dann ift 3
mit thm zu Ende — mit ithm und allem, wasd zu ihm gehort.” Eind ijt in
diefem Yufruf ungiveifelhaft ridhtig. Dad ift der erfte angefitfhrie Salb:
~Die Welt ift im allgemeinen biel ditmmer, ald man glauben modte.” Die
Welt ift fo ,dumm”, dap i) Gott tm Himmel daritber wundert. Gott
urteilt {iber fein bon igm abgefallened, aljo zur ,Welt” gefvordenes Volf:
»Cin Odfe fennet feinen Herrn und ein Cfel die Krippe feined Herrn, aber
G3rael fennet e3 nidht, und ntein BVolf bernimmt ed nidht”, Jef. 1, 8. Und
bas irifft auc) auf die Heutige Welt zu. Aud) die Heutige Welt erfennt
ihren Cgiftengzived nidht, namlic), Bupe zu tun und an dad Epangelium
von dem gefreugigten Chrijtusd zu glauben, der fiir der gangen Welt Siinde
fein Qeben in Den Tod gab. Wber ftatt Buhe zu tun und an dasd Cvan-
gelium zu glauben, frojtet die Welt {id) mit threm eigenen Konnen und
Wiffen, twietoohl fie durch bviele {hredlide Heimjudhungen im Reid) ber
RNatur und im Keben der BVolfer an den grofen dies irae erinmert fwird.
Aber bdiefe Spezied bon Unberftand Hat der ,Altfozialift” und ,frithere
Oberprdafident bon Oftpreufen Auguft Winnig” faum im Sinne gehabt.
G liegt die Cgifteng bon Curopa am Hergen. Und darin Hat er redt,
baf Der Bol{dewidmus nidt eine neue Kultur begriindet und eine dira der
Menfchheit erdffnet, fondern den Grund aller menjdlidj-verniinftigen fozia=
len Ocrdnung umitogt. Wber darin treibt unfer BVefampfer desd Boljdjetnis=
mud ftarf Jdealpolitif, wenn er meint, er fonne die BVilfer Suropas foie
eine groRe geeinigte Familie gegen Rupland mobil maden. BVorlaufig find
die WVilfer Curopas nod) damit befdhaftigt, fidh gegeneinander zu {Gitben.
&. B.

Santayana and Modernism.—1It is interesting to see Whatgga, con-
temporary materialistic philosopher thinks of Modernism, which by its
adherents is held to be the genuine exposition of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Santayana, for a while professor of philosophy at Harvard and
now living in England, in his work Modernism and Christianity, writes
the following remarkable paragraph, according to the Commonweal : —

“It is a striking proof of the preservative power of readjustment that
the Roman Catholic Church in the midst of so many external transforma-
tions still demands the same kind of faith that John the Baptist de-
manded; I mean faith in another world. The mise-en-scéne has changed
immensely. The Gospel has been encased in theology, in ritual, in eccle-
siastical authority, in conventional forms of charity, like some small
bone of a saint in a gilded reliquary; but the relic is genuine and the
Gospel has been preserved by these thick encrustations. Many an isolated
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fanatic or evangelical missionary in the slums shows a greater resemblance
to the apostles in his outer situation than the Pope does; but what mind-
healer or revivalist nowadays preaches the doom of the material world
and its vanity, or the reversal of animal values, or the blessedness of
poverty and chastity, or the infirmity of natural human bonds, or a con-
tempt for lay philosophy? Yet in his palace full of pagan marbles the
Pope actually practises all this. It is here, and not among the Modernists,
that the Gospel is still believed.”

To understand these laudatory remarks about Catholicism coming
from a professed unbeliever, one must remember that Santayana was born
in Spain and brought up in the Roman Catholic Church. Again, this
philosopher evidently has no inkling of what really constitutes Chris-
tianity — trust in the Redeemer who has reconciled us to God. But he
perceives clearly that Modernism, with its rejection of the authority of
the Scriptures and with its social gospel, focusing all its energy on the
betterment of conditions here on earth, has turned its back on the teachings
of John the Baptist, the apostles, and our Lord Himself. He sees dis-
tinctly what many present-day Christians do not seem to see, the un-
bridgeable gulf separating the Modernists from the followers of Christ. The
warning is in place that we Lutherans, while outwardly holding to the
teachings of the Scriptures on what is highest and most important in time
and eternity, do not in reality succumb to the spirit of this-worldliness and
seek our heaven here on earth, being Modernists in practise if not in theory.

A.

Nud) die Methodijtenfirdie erwihit einheimijde Bifdife. Der ,Apo-
Togete” {djreibt: ,Um den Kirdjen im fernen Often mehr Gelegenheit zu
geben, ihre Angelegenfeiten felbftandig zu ordmen, Hat bdie lebte General-
Tonferenz der Pethodiftenfirche ihren Konferengen in Afien bie Vefugniffe
erteilt, felber einen Bifdhof zu wahlen. Demzufolge Hat die Ronferenz in
China Wang ITjdih-Ping mit der Wiirde einesd Bifdofs betraut.” Diefe
nene Cinridtung wadft aus den {divierigen Verhaliniffen Heraus, die fidh
itberhaupt im lebien Jahrzehnt in Den Heibenlandern enttvidelt Haben und
die e3 immer mehr ndtig macen, daf fidh) die Hetdenmiffion tm allgemeinen
mefr auf einbeimifdge Krafte verlaffen mup, ald died bidher gefdhal). Die
frife, die in der Heidenmiffion eingetreten ift, ift jdhiwer zu verfenmnen.

3. LI

Die Kirde JIndiensd, Birmasd und Ceylond, Wie der ,Llutl). Herold”
aud ,9. €. D.” beridytet, ift die ,RKirde Cnglands in [ndien” am 1. Mdr3z
1980 autonom geivorden. ie fithrt bon jebt an den Namen die ,Rirde
Qnbiens, Birmas und Cehlonsd”. Die Lostrennung bon der Mutterfirde
erfolgte auf Grund ded Indian Church Act pom Jahre 1927 und ded ent=
fprechenden RKirdjengefebesd der englifdhen Church Assembly (Generalffynode),
pem da3 englifffe Parlament in demfelben Jafhre uftimmie. Die Kirdje
Sudiens ift jebt eine frete Organifation, bie gefeblic) beredhtigt ijt, ifhre
eigenen Ungelegenbeiten felbjtandig zu regeln. Die anglifanifde Kirche
in Jndien war bidher ein Teil der englijden Staatsfirdhe, war an die eng-
lijen Rirdjengefese gebunden und unterftand ber Generalauffidjt (general
superintendence) und der Rebvifion ded Crzbifdof3 von Canterburt).
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Ans einem Teftament. Der ,LQutherifde Herold” teilt mit: ,Der am
31. Mai vorigen Jahresd verftorbene, in fweiten Kreifen befannte Superinten=
bent P. BW. P. Angerftein bon Lodz in Volen Hatte {ich eine Leidhenrede bei
feinem Begrabnisd verbeten, benn Menjchenlob follte an feinem Sarge nidht
erflingen. ©r YHatte aber ein driftlidhes Tejtament Hinterlaffen, das bei
der Trauerfeier in Dder RKirche, am 5. Juni, borgelefen furde. Jn diefem
Teftament Heiht e3 unter anderm: ,1. Un die Gemeinde: Denfet baran,
daf i) eud) jahrelang dad Wort Gotted vertiindigt und die Heiligen Safra-
mente unter eucd) verivaltet Habe; mibgen die Worte auf guten Boden ge=
fallen fein; mbdget ihr treu erfunden iwerden im wabhren Glauben, in redjter
Riebe und in fejter Hoffnung desd eivigen Lebensd; Yaltet felt an unferer
ebangelifd-lutherijfen RKirdge und an dem Grundfab: ,Gottesd Wort und
Quthersd Lehr’ vergehen nun und nimmermehr.” Seid beides: red)t glaubig
und redjtglaubig; duldet nicht, daf in diefer Kirde falihe Rehre gepredigt
und die Saframente unridhtig vermaltet werden; feid ireue Chriften und
treue LQutheraner. JInsbefondere bitte ic) meine vielen Konfirmanden: Cr=
innert eud) Hfters an den Sonfimandenunterricht, den ifr genoffen Habt, an
den Gprud), mit dem thr fonfirmiert {eid, und an den Taufbund, den ihr
ernewtert Habt. Wenn i) jemand in der Gemeinde unredit getan Habe, fo
bitte i), e3 mir zu bergeben und nidhts nadzutragen, wie i) aud) meiner-
feits allen, die mic) beleidigt Haben, bon Herzen vergebe. 2. Un die Amis-
britber: Ullen, die mir Riebe, Freundidaft und BVerirauen eriviefen Haben,
danfe i) herzlih. Das Band, dad uns berbunden, war die Liebe zu unferer
Tutherifdhen Kirdge, alsd der Kirche ded reinen Worted Gotted und der unber
falfhten Saframente. Die Paftoralfonferengen Haben uns in diefem Be-
toutiein gejtarft; darum pfleget fveiter, liebe Briider, diefe Verfammlungen.
Seid allegeit treue Jiinger unfers HCErrn und Heilanded JEju Chrifti.
Denft an die Worte: ,So ihr bleiben verdet an mieiner Rede, {o feid ihr
meine rechten Jiinger.” ,Wer mid) befennet bor den Menjden, den will i
befennen bor meinem Himmlifhen Bater; iwer mid) aber bverleugnet bor
den Menfdjen, den will i) aud) verlengnen bor meinem Himmlifhen Bater.
3. Un die Meinigen: Meine Kinder bitte id): Fithrt ein Griftliches LQeben,
betet alle Tage, left in der Bibel, geht in die Nirdje und zum Heiligen Ubend-
mabl, lebt in Frieden und Liebe miteinanbder und tragt den RNamen, den ihr
itberfommen Habt, mit Ehren. — Gott gebe, daf wir uns alle, Frau, Kinder,
Anberivandte, Ymisbriider, Gemeinbdeglieder, bor Gotted IThron twieder-
finben, bag bort alle unfere Trdnen getrodnet werden und wir mit der Shar
der Crlbften aud allen Nationen und mit den Engeln bor dem Stubhle Gottes
fpredjeni: Umen, Lob und Chre und Weisheit und Danf und Preid und
Sraft und Starfe fei unferm Goit von Cigleit zu Cioigleit, Ymenl

Die Saframentsverwaltung durd) die Fran. Cnde April verfammelte
fich, wie bie ,A. €. L. K. berichtet, der Berband der Theologinnen Deutid-
fand3 in Potddam. BWir lefen: ,Jm Mittelpunft der Beratungen ftand
bie Frage der Saframentsdverwaltung durd) die Frau, died lebte Gebiet,
ba3 ber Theologin nod) ungugdnglid) ift, wdahrend die iibrigen Funttionen
bes Pfarramtes, einfdlielih der Wortverfitndigung, tm Pringip jdhon
erfloffen find. Um Mittwood) begritpte der BVerband eine Reife fiihrender
Perjonlichfeiten ded fulturellen und firchligen Rebens, vornehmlich) aus dexr
Reidgdhauptitadt, Oberfdulrat Schlemmer, Oberfoniiftorialrat Did, Pfarrer
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Sacobt bon der Kaifer-Wilhelm-Gedahinistirde in BVerlin, den Superinten-
penten Reidhmuth) von Potdbam und andere. Jn allgemeiner Ausjprade
und einer Reihe bon Reden trat eine entgegenfonumende, die Forderungen
der Theologin begiinftigende Haltung der Gdfte zutage. Bejonders Ober=
jhulrat Sdlemmer und Pfarrer Jacobi febten fid) grundidablic) fiir bdie
pfarramiliden Belange der Theologin und die Cridhliefung der Safranents=
veraltung ein.” — Mit Redt fragt dle Sdriftleitung Hierzu: , Woher
nafmen fie diefe ,Grundiabe e” Die {driftividrige Einrdumung der Pfarr-
amtsfunftionen an die ,Theologin® fwird in der deut{dhlandijden SKirde
nur Verwirrung anridjten. €3 ift ninuner von Segen, wenn man gegen
®ottes Wort Hanbelt. 3. T WM.

Gin Faftenhivtenbrief tn bezug auf gemifdte Chen. Die ,U. E. L. K.“
beridjtet aug Baden: ,Der Fretburger Crzbifdiof erliey einen Faftenhirten-
brief, ber bie gemifchten Ehen behanbelt. Jn ziwei Teilen wurde der Hirten-
brief in allen Qirdhen verlefen, am 9. und 16. Marz, alfo aud) in der Volis-
trauerfeier. Jm erften Teil Yegte der Hirtenbrief die Griinde dar, aus
Denen bie Kirche die gemijdhte €he mifgbilligt und verbietet. . . . Jm zweiten
Teil Defpricht er bdie Vedingungen, bei Dderen Crfitllung allein die KNirde
eine gemifdhte Che, wenn aud) fehr ungern, ulat. Diefe Vedingungen
jind bie glaubhafte BVerfiderung desd nidhtfatholijhen Brautteild, daf der
Tatholifdge Teil ungehindert jeiner Religion nadjleben fann und mweder durd
Bureden mod) durc) Lift ober durd) Notigung irgendeiner Art zum Abfall
bon feinem Glauben berleitet twird; ferner daf die ausd der Ehe Hervor-
gehenben RKinber, und ziwar alle, fatholifd) getauft und in der fatholifdhen
Religion erzogen fwerden; endlid) dbaf die Ehe bon dem zuftdandigen fatho-
lijgen Pfarrer oder dem von ihm beauftragten fatholijden Priefter und
atwei Beugen gefdhloffen wird. Dann fagt der Hirtenbrief fwortlicdh: ,Die
CYe, welde ein Ratholif in der proteftantifden Rirdje zu jhliehen verfudhte,
ift und bleibt ungiiltig. Damit ift nidht gefagt und {oll nidht ausdgefproden
foerden, dafy die Mijdhelhen, welde evangelifdhe Seiftliche einfegnen, ,wilde
Ehen® oder ,,Konfubinate” feien. Biwijden ungiiltiger Ehe und der wildben
©he oder Dem RKRonfubinat befteht ein inmerer, grunmdlegender Unter{djied;
in feiner Siuferung der Kirdje {ind diefe €hen je al3 twilde Ehen ober Kon=
Tubinate begeidhnet tworden.” @Hinter die lepte Behaupiung gef)urt ein grofes
Fragezeidgen ! I ZTM.

Gandhi’s Religious Convictions. — Under the heading “Whither
India?”’ Rev. H. E. Safford, in the Watchman-Braminer (July 24), offers
the following characterization of Gandhi’s religious views: “Gandhi’s ideas
have been extensively set forth by Rev. Chas. F. Andrews, an English mis-
sionary friend of Gandhi. . . . That Gandhi is a thorough Hindu and
refuses to yield his will to God is clear. He tells us Hinduism entirely
satisfies his soul and that he deprecates any change of religion, for each
Hindu and Moslem should be loyal to his birth. He will not admit Christ’s
supremacy over all others or the Bible’s divine authority, but pronounces
it inspired like the Koran, the Vedas, and the Zend-Avesta, believing none
is to be interpreted literally without the higher critic’s privilege of per-
sonal judgment. Idol worship he would permit as part of human nature
and not sinful, asserting that no Hindu considers an image to be God.
Though believing in one Supreme Being, he prays to Shiva — ‘God of Mercy’
— for forgiveness of his sins. He calls monkeys ‘these cousins of ours’
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and exalts the cow to the central place in Hinduism, because it provides
vegetarian diet, and enjoins man to realize his identity with all that lives.
He knows that prostitution is practised in all great Hindu shrines, yet he
loves that faith and intends to die in it.”

Gandhi has been variously styled as a “saint in politics” and “a Chris-
tian in everything but the name.” Some have compared him even to Christ,
and his fastings have been called another Calvary. Modernistic mis-
sionaries have acclaimed him as a “brother in Christ.” For this reason
Missionary Andrews’s estimate of the Mahatma’s religious principles is
worth considering. We honestly believe that Gandhi belongs to the most
insidious enemies of Christianity in India and that his syncretism is more
destructive than any avowed opposition to the Christian faith could be.
Gandhi’s political influence seems to be waning, but there can be no doubt
that his religious influence is tremendous, and wherever that influence pre-
vails, true Christianity cannot strike root. What India needs in the present
crisis is the Gospel of Christ preached in its truth and purity as the only
remedy that can cure its many ills. J.T. M.

Spiritual Conditions in Germany. — Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, who was
traveling in Germany this summer, writes an interesting letter, published
in the Ohristian Century, on church conditions as he finds them in Germany.
On Hamburg he writes: “I found no churches in the suburbs and residential
sections of Hamburg. There are, of course, many beautiful, large, and
historic churches in the heart of the city. We attended one of them Sunday
morning, and no more than 150 people were in attendance. The service
consisted of a beautiful liturgy and sermon, the liturgy being a marked im-
provement on anything previously heard in Germany and obviously repre-
senting the results of the movement for the enrichment of worship which
has been developed here. There were no young people in church. The old
people who attended seemed reliecs of another day, who were stubbornly
defying the pagan temper and the metropolitan atmosphere of the modern
city by their faithfulness to rites for which their children no longer had
reverence.

“The sermon was not different from many heard in the pulpit of any
nation. It elaborated the idea in the ancient proverb Bete und arbeite,
Pray and work, but somehow never came to grips with the problem of
what prayer and worship may mean for the life of man in the specific
problems and situations which he faces. The tendency to deal in gemeral-
ities and to soar over the real problems which human beings face in
their labor and in their sorrows seems not to be confined to the pulpit of
any particular nation. It must be a universal weakness in the pulpit.
The week-day activities of this large church with its three preachers con-
sisted in a single meeting for the girls who had been confirmed in recent
years. Significantly, it was evidently assumed that the recent male cate-
chumens would not be interested.”

Continuing, Professor Niebuhr points out that nevertheless there are
some pastors in Germany’s large cities who attract big audiences of young
people. “The industrial workers,” he goes on to tell us, “are apparently
becoming more sympathetic to the church. The official church is still
largely identifying Christentum wnd Deutschtum and fostering anti-
Semitism.” In a country church serving six villages and numbering 3,000
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members the traveler found a comparatively large congregation, with some
young people, although it appeared that the wide-awake young people were
not present. His explanation is that there was nothing in the service to
appeal to them. “The prayers lacked both the spontaneity of free prayer
and the beauty of real liturgy.”

In Tuebingen he heard Professor Heim, who, he says, enjoys the repu-
tation of being at the present moment the most popular theologian in
Germany, lecturing to a class of 700 students. He found young men and
women listening with rapt attention to this man, who is described as con-
siderably more conservative than the theological teachers of the past
generation.

The concluding paragraph is interesting. “The tendency toward theo-
logical conservatism in this mother nation of theological Liberalism is quite
marked. There seems to be a general feeling that Liberalism runs into
the sand of relativism, and from this fate escape is sought by a new
emphasis upon the Church, or the creed, or the person of Jesus, or, as’'in
the case of the Barthians, upon a new dogmatism. If only this new con-
servatism were more relevant to the desperate moral situation which a
modern industrial nation faces!”

We say, if only Germany could be induced to return to the message of
Paul and Luther, the simple preaching of the Cross of Christ, which con-
tains the power to overcome all ills, all sorrows, and death! A.
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The Old Testament in Greek. According to the Text of the Codex
Vaticanus, Supplemented from Other Uncial Manuscripts, with a
Critical Apparatus Containing the Variants of the Chief Ancient
Authorities for the Text of the Septuagint. Edited by Alan England
Brooke, D. D., Normen McLean, M. A., and Henry St. John Thack-
eray, M. A. Volume II: The Later Historical Books. Part II:
First and Second Kings. Cambridge University Press (The Mac-
millan Co. in America). Price, $7.00.

This is a part of a monumental work, namely, that of offering the text
of the LXX according to the best available manuscripts. The text is given
in a sharp, large type, and the critical apparatus is in a form that is readily
followed. All who are using the Greek tramslation of the Old Testament
will find this edition eminently satisfactory. University and seminary
libraries ought to have a complete set of these books for reference purposes
as well as for intensive research. P. E. KRETZMANN.

The Travis Reference Line System of Bible Study. The J. W. Miller
Publishing Co., Tinley Park, I1l. Price, $2.75. Order from Concordia
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This reference system, to be pasted into one’s desk Bible, has been on
the market for a number of years. The information contained on these
sheets, though not exhaustive, is accurate enough for all ordinary purposes,
and the maps are good. It really takes the place of a number of other
reference helps. P. E. KRETZMANN.





