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3.

Was Petrus Matth. 26, 38 perjprodjen, aber nidt gehalten Hatte,
foll er lTernen in der Sdule des Heilanbes, B. 18,19, Er ird im
Dienjt feinesd Qeilanded und um feinesd Heilandesd willen fterben, thn
nidjt ieder aud Menjdenfurdt verleugnen, bden eigenen Wiberwillen
itberfinden, mit jeinem Tobe Gott preifen.

Nidgt alle CHhriften milffen den Martyrertod leiden, dodg alle den
Weg der Triibjal gehen, Apoft. 14,22, Das ift aud) dem Chriften nidht
leidit. Wenn e3 Jeikt durd) Welt, dburd) Simd’, durdh Notf, ja durd
ben Tod reiken, ivie ftraubt fidh unjer Fleifh und Blut! Aber jtart
gemadyt in der Sdule unferd Heilanbdes, aufjehend auf ihn, den Lebens=
fiirjten, itberivinden wir weit. Lied 97,8.9. . L

.
-

>

Theological Observer. — Sirdlid-Seitgejdidtiides.

I. Amerika.

Argentinien ein offened WMiffionsfeld. 1nter diefer fiberfdrift Heifst e3
im , Gb.-Quth. KirGenboten”, bem Organ unferer Glaubensbriider in Argen-
tinien: , €in Bibelfolporteur beridhtet: ,Bin eben bon einer wunberbaren
Miffions- und Bibelfolportagereife zuriidgefehrt. Jn Yrgentinien fiehen
pie Tiiren fiir die Miffion tweit, weit offen, und nur wenige Rirden nuen
biefe Gelegenbeit redht aus. Jh Habe Biider in den folgenden Spraden
perfauft: Deutid, Cnglifd, Spanifd), Jtalienif und Frangsfijd; bald
Poffe i® aud) unter Slowafen, Polen und Ruffen zu arbeiten, deshalb
muf i) midh mit Biidern in biefen Spradgen perfefen. Betet infonderBeit
fiir biefe fremden Gruppen, bie iiber biefed grohe Land ber Freifeit zer-
ftreut findl Man farm auf der Cifenbahn ganze Bafiagiersiige durdhgehen
und auf den Jiigen und an den Stationen feine Biider ungehindert ber-
Taufen. Rie3 bdiefe Worte nod) einmal, lieber CYrift, und frage didh einmal
ernfilidg: Rommt meine Rirdhe aud) ihrer vollen Pflidht und Aufgabe nady,
indem fie aud Hier in diefem grofen Ranbde der Freiheit Bibeln und Bibel-
teile an den Mann bringt, fvie diefer eine Bibelfolporteur fiir feine Kirde
gearbeitet Hat? Ja, fvir bdiirfen e3 nidt abftreiten, Urgentinien ift fiir
bas Gebiet der WMiffion ein iveited, fveited Feld, 1Und fwegen unferer Trig-
Beit tm Geben und Wrbeiten fiir dad Reidh) Gotted bleiben viele Miffions-
gelegenfeiten [inf3 liegen.” F. B.

Jft e8 nod) Heute nbtig, den Antidriften su befdmpfen? Auf bdiefe
Frage antfvortet das ,Gemeindeblatt” der Wisconfiniynode u. a. folgendes:
~Bir glauben, Tehren und befennen in unferer RKirdpe, dak ded Upofteld
Weisfagung in 2 Theff. 2 in Crfitlfung gegangen und dap durd) das ge-
fegniete Werl der Reformation ,der Menjd) der Sinde und bdas Kind Hes
Berberbens offenbar gemadt fworden ift bor der gangen Ehriftenbeit ol
,per Wibertvirtige, der fid erBebt iiber alled, Had Goit und Gottedbienit
Beift, alfo baf er fidh fest in den Tempel Gottes al3d ein Gott und gibt fidh
vor, er jei ®ott’, inbem er fid namlid) gottlidhe Autoritdt iiber die Kivde
@ottes anmaft. Wir Halten den Papft zu Rom fiic den Untidriften und
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glauben, bak der HErr Chriftus felber durd jein Wort 1hn ald folden ge-
offenbart und ihm feine eigentliche Madt und Getvalt gebroden Hat ,durd
Den ®eift feined Munbdes’, dasd ift, durd) die reine Prebigt ded Evangeliums.
Wir wiffen ferner aber aud) aud obiger Stelle, daky der Untidrift weiter-
bejteBen toird 5i3 an ben lieben Jiingiten Tag und dah alddann der HErr
sfein ein Ende maden wird durd) die Erideinung feiner Jufunft’. Darum
tonnen toir aud jebt nidht anderd ald ihn belimpfen mit dem Sdjivert ded
®eifted, tveled ift bad Wort Gottes. Damit {oll feinedtvegs gefagt feinm,
paB toir alle, die zu Hed Papftes Rircdhe und Reid) gebiren, verurteilen und
perbammen. Jm Gegenteil, toir glauben und Yoffen guverfidilich, dbag der
OCrr JICuz Chriftud aud) in biefer RKirdge fein Reid und feine Aus-
eriwdflten Hat. Denn der Wpoitel fagt ja bon dem Untidriften nidht, dak exr
auferhalb bDer Rirdje Goitted fein Wefen Haben iverde, fonbern im
®egenteil, baB er fid) jeben werde ,in den Tempel Gotted’, dad ift, in bdie
Rirde, dod) ohne daf bdiefe Rirde allenthalben fein eigentlided Wefen er-
© Tennt und hurgigaut. Was nod) in der rimifden Kirde bon Gotied Wort .
porhanden ift — und dad ift fehr wenig —, dad twirb allenthalben feine
gottlide Kraft und WickjamTeit ausditben gur Errettung unfterblider Seelen
sum etvigen und feligen Reben durd) ben Glauben an JISum Ehriftum.
Das fann und aber nidhgt abhalten, ftetd alle Chriftenheit und infonderheit
bie und anvertrauten Seelen bor den Jretiimern ded Untidriften au warnen
und feine Ungriffe, die er jtetd und allegeit bffentlich und feimlid) gegen
unfere Rirde ridtet, abguwelhren und die gittlihe Wahrheit zu befennen,
und dag um jo melhr, tweil derfelbe in diefer Jeit unbd befonderd in bdiefem
Ranbe feine Propagandba allenthalben eifrig betreibt.” Der Propaganda
bed Untidriften jollen aud bie in jeinem Reide gejdehenden ,Wunber”
bienen. Dariiber Yeift 8 weiter im , Gemeinbeblatt”: ,Der Apoftel Pau-
(ug Hat fon in ber angefithrien Stelle (2 Thefl. 2) dbarauf Hingewviefen, was
pon joldfen Wundern gu Halien fei, wenn er {dreibt, baf die Jufunft desd
Antidriften werde gefdelen ,nad der Wirfung de8 Satand mit allerlei
liigenBaftigen Rriften und Beidhen und Wunbdern'. Wllerlei Gebeine, Re-
liquien und ,Qeiligtitmer’ werben gerithmt ald Dinge, durd) deren Be-
rithrung Krante gefeilt und andere Wunbder verridjiet twerben. RNod gang
titrglid) tourde in einer groken TageBgeitung ein BVeridt verdffentlidt in
beaug auf eine SHiefter bed ehemaligen Pabited Piug X. Diefe SHivefter
Tebt einjam in ihrer Wohnmung in Rom. Komumt jemand zu Bejud, jo gibt
fie zum Ubjhied ein Anbenfen an ifren berftorbenen Bruder mit. Diefesd
Befteht aud einem Bild ihred Brubderd, mit einem fleinen Feben eined feiner
Sleibungsitiide darauf gendht. Piug foll ndmlid) piele Wunbder verridhiet
Haben, und {o ertvartet jeine Sdhvefter, dah ein Stiid Beug von ihm aud
in diefer Ridtung fraftig und wirfam jein tverbe. Dabei toird tweiter
beridhtet, Daf ber Fall Des Pius jebt dem Dbetreffenden Komitee zweds
Oeiligipredhung dedjelben vorliege und daf zu diejem Biwed drei Heglau-
bigte Wunbder Hinreidend feien, um ihn bder PHeiligipredjung iilrdig zu
maden, obwohl nad) Behauptung der Shivefter die Anzahl feiner Wunbder
i tatfacdlih in die Dubende beltuft. Der aufmerfiame Bibellefer iveif,
bap, jelbit tvenn folde Wunber beiviefen ivdren, diefe dod) feinesivegs ein
Beiveid fiir die Reinfeit der Qehre wdren; denn ber HPCErr Chrijtus gibt
eben Das als ein Jeidjen Des Jiingften Taged an, dap falfde EHrifti und
faljcge Propheten fommen und groke Beiden und Wunber tun twerden, fo
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dag in den Jrrium verfithrt tverden, twenn e miglid) twire, aud) die Aus-
ermwdhlten. Tatfadlidy Hanbelt e3 fih um foldje liigenfaftigen RKrdfte und
Beiden und Wunbder®, bon bdenen der Apoftel {dreibdt.” F. B.

The Dangers of Unionism Recognized. — While it is only too true
that this is a unionistic age, which cares little for fidelity to God’s revealed
doctrine, but seeks satisfaction in forming large church-bodies, there are
men even in thoroughly unionistic denominations, voices in the wilderness,
as it were, who see that this unionistic course must lead to ruin. Thus
we read in the American Church Monthly, published within the Protestant
Episcopal Church, the following striking observation on the danger lurking
in the Federal Council of Churches: “We fear the erection of a great
ecclesiastical machine which will endeavor to mold the opinions and control
the actions of the members of the Protestant denominations. The matter
of our [the Episcopalian] affiliation is constantly growing more serious
because of the Council’s increasing activities. More and more it undertakes
to intervene in all manner of moral, economical, and political questions and
to advocate specific legislation under all these heads. It assumes to speak
authoritatively for all the Protestant bodies, though there are several,
notably the Lutherans, who have declined membership. - Our own member-
ship with the Federal Council is only partial, but it is precisely on the
social side, where it is most active, that we are in closest touch. We believe
that there is great danger that the Church will be dragged, through this
agency, into unfortunate commitments, and we doubt the moral right of
even the General Convention or the House of Bishops to put the members
of the Church into such positions.” The paper then discusses the recent
action of the Los Angeles Federation of Churches, which sent a telegram
to Washington endorsing the law proposed by Senator Sheppard, putting
the purchaser of liquor on the same level with the seller. On this action
of the Los Angeles Federation of Churches our contemporary very properly
says: “This body of California ministers undertakes without hesitation
to determine a legal and legislative question which is gravely debated by
the friends of the cause it concerns. That the Federation should make
prohibition a religious instead of a social and political matter is bad
enough, but when it steps out of its territory so far as to undertake to
guide Congress in deciding on the method of enforcement, it is arrogating
to itself a more than papal authority, which every true American should
resent.” The Presbyterian, from which we have taken these excerpts,
quotes them with approval. In the Watchman-Evaminer (Baptist) a
similar note was sounded not long ago. This paper placed before its
readers the words of Dr. George A. Gordon, of Boston, from which we
quote these striking sentences: “Let us make over the problem of a split
and vexed Protestantism to the great Captain of our salvation. Let us
fight, each in our own regiment, under His guidance, with good will and
good wishes to all the others. The Church was united once, the holy
Catholic Church, throughout the world, and what was it? An unspeakable
tyrant, denying freedom over its whole broad domain and crushing the
intellect and the spirit into a dead uniformity.”

And lastly we wish to quote from an article which appeared in a
German paper, the Kirchenzeitung of the Reformed Church, and was re-
printed in the Lutherischer Herold. The aunthor discusses the union of
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Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Methodists in Canada, which was
opposed by a strong minority in the Presbyterian Church, which, however,
was simply trampled upon. The result was that those Presbyterians who
looked upon the union as an unholy alliance formed a Presbyterian church-
body of their own. The writer says: “Though the separation was painful
and involved heavy outward losses, the Presbyterian Church did not view
it a8 a misfortune. Through the withdrawal of the majority it was freed
- of such elements as were uncertain, and those that remained were knit
together all the more closely. Many congregations with their property
were preserved to the Church, and where the majority took all the church
property into the United Chureh, another organization was undauntedly
started on a new foundation. To-day, four years after the division, the
old Church, with its 180,000 members, its two theological institutions, its
Foreign and Home Missions, is more alive and ready for work than before.
The great sacrifices were not brought in vain. The Church has come to
love its confessiom, its simple services, its Presbyterian polity, all the more
and has arrived at a deeper understanding of these matters. But with
respect to church unions the Presbyterian Church has become very sensitive.
It was too much the object of unholy attempts at bringing about an
alliance. It believes that a separate Church which is obedient to God is
more acceptable to Christ than a united Church which has achieved union
by violating the consciences of its most loyal children.” These statements
are worth careful perusal and consideration. Separation for the sake of
separation is, of course, an unholy thing, too, but separation for the sake
of the truth should never be deplored. A,

Dr. Movehead Prifibent ved Lutherijfhen Weltfonventd, Der ,Ruth.
Herold” beridgtet: ,Dr. . A Morehead, Erefutivdireltor des National Lu-
theran Council in Den verfloffenen fieben Jabhren und vorfer vier Jahre
lang Borfiger der europdifden Kommiffion des Council, legte gu Beginn
der zwilften Jabresfonferens ded National Council {m Hotel Vanderbilt
jein Amt al3 Dirveltor nieder. Der Riidtritt erfolgte, um Dr. WMorehead
®elegenteit zu geben, feine gefamte Jeit feinen Pflidhten alz Prafibent bes
Luitherifden Weltfonventd (Lutheran World Convention) fuidmen zu fonmnen.
Diefer Weltfonvent ift eine fooperative BVeivegung, die 81 Willionen Luthe-
raner in allen Landern der Welt umfakt. Der Konbvent ift zu einem groken
Teil aus bem Qilfsmwerf desd National Lutheran Council in Guropa und
andern Erdieilen nad) dem Weltfrieg Hervorgegangen.” P. Ralph Long
bon der Obiofynode ift an Morefeads Stelle getreten. X T,

Bunahme an Piffionaren. In einer Mitteilung oud dem ,Send-
boten” Tlefen foir in der ,Quth Rirdengeitung” iiber dad zunehmenbde
Jntereffe fiir die WMiffion dad Folgende: ,Unter den Ungeichen, die auf
ein zunehmendes Jnterefje filr die Driftlicgen Mifjionen Hindeuten, ijt die
Zatfade, bap die Jahl der neuen Miffionare, die 1928 Hinausgezogen find,
bie 1927 Hinausgezogenen um Hundert iiberftieq. Dad war das erfte Jahr
feit 1920, in eldem eine Zunahme itber dad vorhergehende Jahr zu ver-
geidmen mwar. Die Jahl der lebtes Jahr Hinausgezogenen Miffionare be-
trug 667, aber diefe Ja¥l ift nidht Hinreidend, um dasd Miffionsperjonal
tm Yusland auf der jepigen HoYe zu erhalten. Wenigftend 1,500 fverden
jabelich benstigt, um die durd RKranfheit, Riidiritt und andere Urfaden
entftehenden Litden au fitllen in den gejamten profeftantijden Rrdften von
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ungefafr 30,000 Mijfionaren. Nordamerifa Hat von bder Jahl iiber bier
Siebtel geliefert, fo baB jedes Jabhr ienigitens 850 bvon Nordamerila
Hinausgehen follten, um bie gegentvirtigen Mijfionstrdfie in den Heiben-
linbern zu erfalten.” I M

The Lutheran Church and Lodgery. — Last. year the Rev. Dr. O. D.
Baltzly, pastor of the Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church in Omaha, him-
self a 32d-degree Mason and Knight Templar, declared in a statement given
to the press that “the Lutheran Church as a Church does not trouble
itself or any one else about the lodge question; that there are just a couple
of Lutheran synods in America that have rules against the lodge, chief
of which is the Missouri Synod, with headquarters at St. Louis; and that
the largest Lutheran body in America, the United Lutheran Church in
America, to which the Kountze Memorial belongs, does not bother itself
about the lodge question. Every member can do as he pleases about it.”

This statement was at once challenged by the pastoral conference of
the Missouri Synod at Omaha, and letters were addressed to the various
Lutheran synods requesting information on their attitude toward the lodge
question. The replies that were returned contain most interesting and
valuable information and in the aggregate prove that the declarations of
Dr. Baltzly are simply not true. The Symnodical Conference, the synods
of Ohio, Towa, and Buffalo, the Norwegian Lutheran Church, and several
of the smaller independent Lutheran synods are unanimous in their out-
spoken opposition to the lodge. The declarations of other Lutheran synods
are listed in the February number (Vol. 11, No.1) of the Omaha Lutheran,
and these are of importance, since some of them represent Lutheran synods
which have not gone on record as officially opposing the lodge. A few of
the quotations are here given to enable the student of the lodge question
to form his own opinion.

The Suomi Synod (Finnish, ¢.m. 20,6569) reports: “Concerning the
attitude of our Synod toward the lodge question I have to say that the
synod does not have any article in its constitution concerning the question.
But in prineiple the synod is against secret societies, and the pastors of
the Church are not permitted to join them.”

The United Danish Ohurch (c.m. 29,600) declares: “The United
Danish Ev. Luth, Church in America has always in theory been opposed
to the lodge system, especially the Masonic Order, which is a religious
system without Christ, the only Savior of man. A lodge-member has never
been ordained in our Church. None of our pastors are lodge-members.
Three years ago the annual convention of our synod passed a resolution
to the effect that no candidate who is a lodge-member can be ordained in
our Church, and no pastor who is a lodge-member can serve as pastor in
our Church.”

The Finnish National Church (c.m. 4,200) says: “The Finnish Na-
tional Church does not testify against the religious principles of the
Masonic or any other lodge. There are pastors and members of the Church
that are absolutely against them, but the synod has not passed any reso-
lution concerning the membership of the different lodges.”

The Icelandic Lutheran Synod (c.m. 6,009) writes: “The Icelandie
Lutheran Synod has taken no notice of the ‘lodge question.’ No reference
is made to secret societies in the constitution of the synod nor of the
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congregations. This question has never been raised in the synod. Many
members of secret organizations are members in good standing in our
congregations,”

However, the most interesting answers are those that come from the
United Lutheran Church, of which Dr. Baltzly himself is a member. In
the constitution of the U.L.C. (Art.8, Sect.6) the lodge is condemned at
least by description, if not by name. The statement reads: “The United
Lutheran Church shall also have the right, where it deems that loyalty
to the Word of God requires it, to advise and admonish concerning associa-
tion and affiliation with non-ecclesiastical and other organizations whose
principles or practises appear to be inconsistent with full loyalty to the
Christian Church; but the synods alone shall have the power of diseipline.”

Dr. F. H. Knubel, in his reply to the letter addressed to him, admitted
that this paragraph referred to the lodge, though also to “much else.”
The laxness of the U.L. C. with regard to lodge-membership is, however,
apparent from his declaration “that there exist only a few official actions
which have a bearing upon the topic.” The United Lutheran Church as
such does not deal with the lodge question, since the ‘“‘synods alone have
the power of discipline.”

But just what is the attitude of these synods? Quite a number of
them at least bar their pastors from membership in lodges.

The German Bv. Luth. Synod of Nebraskae has embodied this paragraph
in its Constitution (Art.9, §10): ‘Pastors of our synod must not be
members of any secret society. If pastors participate in unchurchly and

other organizations and become members of them, . .. then Synod shall,
if it deems it advisable and thinks the Word of God demands it, warn and
discipline them.”

The Wartburg Synod likewise prohibits its pastors to join: lodges and
for this purpose has included a paragraph to that effect in its constitution.
President Neumann writes: “In reply . .. will say that the constitution
of the Wartburg Synod prohibits membership in the Masonic Lodge to
pastors. None of our clerical members belong to any lodge of any kind.”

The Tewas Synod has the same provision. President Eberhardt, now
deceased, declares: “Permit me to state that the Texas Synod does not
permit its pastors to be members of any secret society.”

The English Ev. Luth. Synod of the Northwest, through its president,
Rev. R. H. Gerberding, testifies: “Complying with your request, ... I am
enclosing copy of the constitution of the Synod of the Northwest, with the
paragraph referring to lodge-membership of pastors marked. This rule is
enforced. We have no lodge-members in our ministry, and none can enter
our ranks. . . . The constitution recommended to congregations of our
synod has this among the duties of members of congregations: ‘To ab-
stain . . . from all associations of infidel or doubtful character or which
claim for themselves what God has given to His Church alone.’”

Furthermore, that not all pastors of the altogether lax and indifferent
synods of the U.L. C. are personally in agreement with the practise that
pastors belong to lodges is clear from several letters semt to the above-
named pastoral conference by individual ministers of such synods. One
of them, coming from a very lax synod in Pennsylvania, reads: —

“I have never been able to understand how a Lutheran minister could
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be 2 member of any secret order. It might be different in the case of
a minister in some other denomination, but in a deeply doctrinal Church
such as ours I cannot understand how a minister can unite in what seems
to me pagan rites. This is my firm convietion. If all Lutheran ministers
would voluntarily demit from all secret orders, the kmgdom of God would
be tremendously advanced.”

The Omaha Lutheran concludes with the remarks: “These ‘pesky
lodge-question’ articles have had, and still are having, their beneficial
effect. Our own people have been enlightened, especially on this subject,
and have been renewed in their faith. Others will be thankful to know
that even great men may err. ... Sooner or later we shall publish another
article showing that besides the Lutheran Church in America there are
other church-bodies that condemn the lodge.”

Pastors dealing with the lodge question ought to order copies of the
Omaha Lutheran. The subject is worth studying. J. T.M.

Worte, dn nidhts hinter ift. Die Vereinigung der Evangelifden Synode
von Nordamerifa mit den Vereinigten Britbern und ber Reformierten Nirdje
in Umerifa ift jur Tatfade getworden, und die vier Hodjten Beamien der
Synode (Prdfesd J. Balper, Vigeprijes U. 9. Beder, Selretdr @. Fifder und
ber SynodaliGabmeifter H. Bode) Haben thre dimter an die bon der General-
Tonferenz in Rodjefter, N. Y., erwdhlten Nadfolger abgegeben. Jhre im
~Jriedensdboten” fviedergegebenen Abfdiedsiworte und ,Segensiviinjde” find
bezeidnend und getwidhren dem LQefer einen tiefen Einblid in den unionifti-
fden Geift der bisherigen Evangelifdfen Spynode von RNordamerifa. o
fdjreibt 3. B. P. Beder: ,Was jollen wir von der in Yusfidt genommenen
Rirdenvereinigung Halten? Bedeutet jie nidt den Tod unferer Shnode alsd
folder? Wich fie nidjt ihre Iventitdt verlieren? Berlieren denn die Waffer
be3 Monongahela und ded Alleghany ifhre lebenfpendende Kraft und ithren
Ruben, wenn fie beim Jufjammenfliegen in Pittsburgh, wo fie f{id) ver-
einigen, um den Ohio zu bilden, ihre Sondernamen preidgeben? und bder
Obio und der Miffouri, fwenn fie fid) mit bem Miffiffippi verenigen? Nein,
fie bermebren ifhre Lebenstraft und thre Braudbarfeit, indem fie die Handels-
fdiffe ber Nation tragen. Und wenn aud) mit bem Sondernamten unfere
Sdentitat teiliveife verlorengugefen jdjeint oder wirflid) verlorengeht, ver=
fidert und nidt bas Wort des Heilands, dak jold) felbitlofe Hingabe zu
groferer Braudbarfeit befruditet, wenn er fagt: ,Wabhrlid), wabelid), id
fage eud): &3 fei denn, dah dasd Weigenforn in die Erbe falle und ecjterbe,
fo bleibi’s allein; fvo e3 aber erfticbet, jo bringet's viel Friidte'® Ja, der
Bentner, der unferer Synode anveriraut ift, witd nidht Hinausgetvorfen,
fwenn die LVereinigung zuftande fommt, fonbern er fwird dem groBen Yrbeits-
fapital in ber Bant Goties binzugefiigt, von der freue Rentner gefegnete
Dividenben in einem gottjeligen und gliidfeligen Reben ziehen twerden.”
Cine folde Verivendung der Worte der SArift Deifst nidits andered als mit
Gottes Wort fetnen Spott treiben. RIp A

From the Ausgustana Synod.— Last year the Augustana Synod
observed an important anniversary. At its convention it was addressed as
follows by its president, Dr. G. A. Brandelle: “On this occasion I deem
it proper to call the attention of our people to the circumstance that this
year marks the eightieth anniversary of the beginning of the work of the
Augustana Synod in this great and wonderful land of ours. About the
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1st of September, 1849, the Rev. Lars Paul Esbjérn and family accom-
panied by a number of immigrants from Sweden, landed in New York
after an eventful journey of something like two months. In a few weeks
the company reached Andover, Ill. Immediately thereafter Rev. Esbjérn
took up the work of the preaching of the Gospel to those who had come
with him as well as to others who had arrived from Sweden at an earlier
date. . . . The outward circumstances of the immigrant community were
hard and bitter in many ways. Their earthly resources were for the most
part very limited; they were strangers in a strange land and unfamiliar
with the customs and language of the same, harassed by diseases of various
kinds, and thrown upon their own means and ingenuity as never before.
The task was an appalling one even to the strongest among them. They
tackled it with a determination to win, and the results far outran their
fondest expectations. Victory was wrested from every form of opposition,
prosperity came to them both materially and spiritually. Additional
immigrants arrived and settled in Illinois, Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas, and
in most of the Eastern, Central, and Northern States of the land. In every
Swedish community of any size there was organized a Swedish Lutheran
congregation, until to-day there is not a community of our people of re-
spectable number anywhere in our land that has not a Lutheran congrega-
tion in its midst served by a minister of the Augustana Synod. Behold
what God hath wrought!”

On cooperation of the various Lutheran synods, President Brandelle
says, after having pointed to the recent mergers and rapprochements: “It
should likewise be mentioned that the different Lutheran bodies in Iowa,
Minnesota, the Dakotas, and Wisconsin, with the exception of one only,
feel the necessity of cooperation in their work and have for this reason
negotiated agreements between themselves with a view of introducing and
furthering close cooperation at all times, so as to eliminate overlapping
and to avoid friction.” The one exception, of course, is the Synodical
Conference. We are convinced that a higher law than that of the exigencies
of practical church-work compels us to avoid fraternizing with such as
do not fully accept our teachings. How could we join hands with Augus-
tana as long as it fellowships Archbishop Soederblom?

On the seminary of the Augustana Synod in Rock Island the conven-
tion report, from which we have been quoting, presents interesting informa-
tion. The seminary has seven professors and last year had 68 post-
graduate and 94 undergraduate students and one special resident graduate,
a total of 165. One is struck by the large number of postgraduate students.

A,
I1. Auslond.

Ginfuhr der Bibel in Rupland verboten. Die bor furzem in Ruf-
Tand tvieber ind Wert gefebte Propaganda filr Atheidmus Hat jebt, fvie dexr
»Apologete” berichtet, Die fveitere Einfufr pon Bibeln in died vom Teufel
geplagte Rand unmdglid) gemadyt. Der ,Apologete” {dhreibt: ,Bid bor
Furgem mar e3 nod) moglid, in Eingelfendungen Bibeln und andere drift-
lidge Sriften nad) Rupland zu {Hiden. Dod) damit ift 3 jebt aud) borbet.
Die Tore find pollfommen gefdlofjen. Die Miffionsgefelidhaft Lidht im
Often’, die bi3 gulebt nod) viele Senbungen nad) Rupland gelangen Iieh,
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fotll fid) nun in ber HPauptfade der Miffionsarbeit unter den Fliihtlingen
aud Rufland zuwenden.” Gang mit Redgt madjen Hrdlide Beitidriften
barauf aufmertfam, dap Rufland mit jeinem immer grimmiger fwerdenden
Wiiten gegen die djriftlide Religion die innere Kraftlofigleit des Unglau-
bens flar betweift. Der Utheidnus fann fid) nur fo Halten, daf er mit
brutaler Gefoalt alle Religion ausrottet. Wie bergeblid) aber dies Unter-
nehmen ift, Haben die fromzdfijdjen Rebolutioniffen gegeigt. Selbft toelt-
Tidje Bldtter tveifen davauf fin, daf der Bolfdewismus mit feiner religitfen
Brutalitat eine RKrife Yerbeifithren wird, die zu feinem Untergang fithrt.
Die St. Louifer Tagesseitung Glode-Democrat fragt: ,Der fimfzigite Se-
burtdtag Jofeph Staling, ber in Rufland Weihnadten abjdaffte, fourde
pon den Bolfdewiften mit groem Jubel gefeiert; aber mit tweldem Euthu-
fiadmusg toird man twohl jeinen fedizigiten Geburistag feiern?” . L. M.
Gine ,Iutherifde” und eine ,(utherifd-veformierte” Angujtana-Feier
in Augsburg, Die Y. € L K.“ beridtet aus ,Allg. Eb.-Luth. Korrefpon-
deng”: ,Befanntliy find e3 im Jahre 1930 bierhundert Jabre, dak auf
bem Reidhstag zu Yugsdburg das Grundbefenninid der (utheriien Kirdje,
bie Confessio Augustana, Raifer und Reid) borgelegt ourde. Jum Jubi-
Tdum biefed Yugsburger Belenniniffes, auf dag nod Peute alle Diener der
[utherifdgen Rirdje aller Lémbder berpflidhtet twerden, twollen im September
1930 WBertreter der Iutherifen RKirdje der Welt nad) Augsburg fommen,
um ernent Stellung zu ihjrem Befenninisd zu nehmen. Man erdriert fdon
Beute bdie Frage: Wie twerden fid) die litherifdien Theologen und Kicdjen-
filhrer in der Gegentvart zu dem alfen BVefenntnis ftellen? WMan ift um fo
mehr auf dasd Ergebnis diefer Vefenninisfonferens gefpannt, ald neben den
fithrenden RKirdjenménmern bdes deutfden, nordifen und fiideuropdifden
Ruthertums audj ein Reftor einer amerifanij@en Univerfitdt und ein Laie,
ein Univerfitatdprofefjor der Redisiviffenidaften, Referate ilbernommen
Baben. . . . Bu unterideiden ift diefe Jubildumsfeier bed internationalen
Tutheriiden Einigungsiverfed bon einter Tagung, die im Juni in Yugsburg
ftatifinden joll. Hier will der deut | e Proteftantidmusd aud) mit feinen
reformierten und unierten Teilen an einem Tage danfbar deffen gedenfen,
vas bas Yugsburger Befenntnid fitr den Proteffantidmus vor allem Deutidy-
land3 bedeutet.” Wenn bdie ,lutherifden Theologen und RKirdjenfithrer”
aud der gangen Welt die redite Stellung zum ,alten Befenninid”, zu der
Augsburgijdjen Sonfeffion, finben tviicben, fo todre das eine grofe Gnade
pon Gott. Sie foiirben dbann allefamt zur Heiligen Sdrift, ald Gottes
eigenem unfehlbaren Wort, guriidfelren. Sie wilrden dann aud) in der
Rehre von der BVelehrung und Redjtfertigung fid) tvieder der sola gratia
utvenden und dem Synergidmusd den Ubjdied geben, der fid) leider bei fo
bielen ,lutherijden Theologen und Nirdjenfithrern” findbet. €3 foviirde dbann
burd) Gotted Gnade eine neue, Herrlide Beit fiir die lutherijdhe Rirde in
ber gangen Welt anbreden. fibrigens ftelll aud) a8 amerifani{dge
Luthertum feine gejdloffene Front gegen die LQeugner der Imipiration der
Sdyrift dar, jolange PhHiladbelphia behauptet, dbaf Sdrift und Gottesd Wort
nidt zu ,ibentifigieren” fei. Was die ziveite Jubildumsfeier m Yugsdburg
betrifft, {o will dabei ,ber deutjdje Proteftantidmus aud) mit feinen refor-
mierten und unierten Teilen danfbar deffen gedenfen, wasg bad Augsburger
Befenninid fitv ben Proteftantidnus vor allem Deutfdlandsd bebeutet”. €3
wird Miihe madjen, die Feier zu einer einbeitlidhen zu geftalten, tveil



Theological Observer. — Rivchlich)-Beitgeidyidytliches. 307

Bivingliz und feiner Genoffen Reformation {fon feit dem Jahre 1524 als
Sontrareformation aufgetreten toar und Jwingli 1530 in Augsburg fein
eigened Belenminis, die Fidei Ratio, einreidhte, worin er nidit nur Rom
betdmpfen twollte, jondern audy auf vag Yeftigite gegen die lutherifde Rirdge
polemifierte, ) . 8.
Prayers by St. Pelagius. -— The Federal Council of the Churches
of Christ is distributing the pamphlet The Fellowship of Prayer — for
the Lenten Season 1930 and teaches its disciples to pray thus: “O Thou
who hast written Thy Law in men’s hearts, we thank Thee for the image
of our better selves that sweetly haunts us. Stand before us that our
truer, finer natures may see Thee and come forth to dwell among men.
In Christ’s name. Amen.” “O Lord, we thank Thee for the ideals and
purposes that Thou hast implanted in our hearts and that make us better
than we appear to be. Make us loyal to the inmer voices, give us the
joy of a good conscience and the comfort which belongs to those who have
striven to be true. Amen.” “O God, we pray Thee that we may exercise
this day the noblest capacities that Thou hast implanted within us. Give
us wisdom and courage to put into daily practise our best thoughis and
dispositions and the things we most sincerely believe. Amen.” “Thou
great Creator of men’s souls, we thank Thee for the power of the human
spirit to triumph over circumstances and to overcome evil. We covet that
power for ourselves this day, that we may not be easy victims of environ-
ment, but may be greater than anything that can happen to us. Amen.”
“0 Thou, who lovest the strength of men and whose rewards are for the
seeing eye and the pathfinding spirit, inspire us to trust Thee greatly and
be unafraid. In days of cloud teach us to listen for a voice that is within
the cloud. Amen” “We bless Thee that we are set amid this rich
brotherhood of interrelated life with its mysterious power to quicken and
uplift. Make us willing to pay the due price for what we get by putting
forth our own life in wholesome good will. Amen” “O Thou, from
whom life comes and to whom it returns, we thank Thee for our lives.
Grant us to know better than we do life’s divine meaning and majestic
purposes, to the end that we may not live in vain, but become Thy profitable
servants. Amen.” Some of the prayers and some phrases in the samples
here submitted might be uttered by a Christian, but they do not have the
Christian meaning when uttered by Pelagius. Only twice does Pelagius
pray, in a manner, after his manner, for the forgiveness of sins: “Almighty
God, Spirit of purity, of sincerity, and of all truth, grant unto us the holy
gift of a fearless and honest mind that we may behold ourselves as we
are, truly confessing our sins and failures; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen” ‘O Thou, to whom we loock for mercy in the hour of our
shortcomings, teach us to show the mercy that we seek and to practise
the gentle judgments that we crave. Out of our need for charity we would
bring the mind of charity to our fellow-men. Amen.” How does Pelagius
meditate on the death of Christ which expiated for our sins? He does
not meditate on that subject. Then what thinks he of Christ? ‘“Deliver
us, O God, from the self-centered life. Yead us forth from solicitous and
anxious thoughts of self to the wider fields of service. In Christ Thou
hast shown us the way; help us to walk in it for His sake. Amen.”
“Lord Jesus, our great Leader and Brother, who didst know on earth the
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love of father and mother and didst share a home with brothers and
sisters, teach us Thy way in our homes. May we not reserve our best for
strangers. Give us understanding hearts and a love that is not provoked
and that never faileth. Amen.” A fine prayer, but submitted for the
purpose of showing that the modern Pelagius knows Jesus not as the
Savior, but only as the Teacher and the Leader. On Good Friday, April 18,
he prays: “Lord, teach us to overcome. Make us steadfast and immovable
servants of Him whom we this day commemorate. May His faith reside
in us and the Spirit which led Him to the cross descend upon us and fill
our hearts with love of God and men. Amen.” There are two prayers for
Easter Day. “Almighty God, we praise Thee that in the weakness of all
our love and the darkness of all knowledge before death Thou hast based
assurance of personal life in simple faith upon Thyself. In Thy light
we see light; Thy love is our shepherd and our fold. Amen.” The second
prayer does confess that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, but again brings
man’s own work to the fore. It is much less Pelagianistic than the other
prayers and should therefore in all fairness also be transcribed here:
“Almighty God, Father everlasting, who hast set us in the fellowship of
Thy Son Jesus Christ, be near to us in this time of meditation and com-
munjon. May our hearts be open to every holy affection and ready to
receive and cherish every sacred memory and serious impression. Give us
to know the power of that life and death which this season commemorates.
Let a portion of the Spirit which led our Savior to the cross descend upon
us and fill our hearts with the love of God and man. Here and now may
every selfish passion and desire be quiet that by the sorrows of repentance
our souls may be purified; that by pain we may learn patience and that
by the peace of God which passeth understanding our thoughts may be
kept and centered in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.” E.
Braudt China nod) WMiffionare? Unter diefer Uberfdjrift Heiht ed in
pen ,Ulgemeinen Miffions-Nadridgten”:. ,Dr. David YPui, der befannte
Fitbrer ber dinefifhen Ehriftenfeit, gab Fiirglidh) folgende Darftellung der
Lage der Kirde in China und des Bebiirfniffed nad) teiterer Hilfe bon
auslindifden WMiffionaren: ,China hat dbad Sdiverfte Hinter fih und fritt
jebt in die Beit bed Wieberaufbaus ein. Jdh) modyte die Widtigteit, ja die
Nottvendigleit betonen, bap bdie driftliden Krdfte ber Welt fogleidh) bie
gang eingigartige @elegenbeit erfennen, die fidh) Yeute i €hina bietet. Wer
mit ber Gefdhidhte ber driftlichen rbeit in Japan bvertraut ijt, fwird fidh
evinnern, bafy in ihrer neueren Gefdidie ein Jeitpunft war, wo der drifi-
lidgen Beivegung ifjre befte Gelegenbeit, aber aud) iYr groBter Ruf gegeben
ar. Die Kirdje nuBte dbamald die Gelegenheit nidht aus. Jn China fieht
fie fid Deute bemfjelben Ruf gegenitber, nur ift ex biel, biel weitreidenber.
Feinde Chinad und ber drijtliden Beivegung Haben den Eindrud zu ver-
breiten gefudjt, dak bie dinefijdfen Chriften nidht ldnger ein Bebdiirfnisd
nad) Miffionaren fithlten. Dad ift ein faljher Gedanfe, und wenn er qus-
gefithrt iviicbe, witrde er gum Sterben ber djriftliden Beivequng in &fhina
fithren, dba bie djinefijde Fiihreridhaft nod) nidht ftar? genug ift, um bas
Werl allein tveitergufithren. Jdj denfe, i) fpredje nidht nur die Unfidten
meiner driftliden Freunde, fondern aud) bvieler nidhidriftlidger Chinefen
aud, fvenn id) {age, dap twir mit Freuben alte WMiffionare, die nad) China
guriidlehren, und neue, die zu unferer Hilfe Herbeieilen, Hegrithen fwerden.
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Y ben Begiehungen und ber Arbeitdverteilung mogen mande dnderungen
nbtig werden; aber die Notwendigleit su dndern jollte dod) iweber die Riid-
felr alter nod die Gewinnung neuer Miffionare entmutigen.’”  F. P,

Die Dialeltif Wnthers und Karl Barths. Unier diefer itber|drift weift
Lic. Dr. Burgdorf in der ,U. €. L K.“ auf ben grofen Unteridied gwijden
Quifer und Karl Barth Hin. Wir Yonnen nidt allem beiftimumen, was
Dr. Burgdorf jchreibt; dod) Yat er twefentlige Puntte Har und fider be-
urteilt. Die Differengen swifden Quiher und Barth faft er am SHluH
feines Uriifelsd aufanmumen, vie folgt: , €5 wirb beutlih getworden fein,
toie tpeit die Reformation, befonders Luihers, von Karl Barth veridieben ift.
Sie find fo veridieden, daf bereitd bas ,fnodengeriift’ beiber Theologen
nidt dasfelbe-ift. Wohl find einige Ausbriide gleid). Wber fie Haben bei
Quifer eine gang anbere Bebeutung ald bei Barth. Beidbe Mianner ver-
treten Dialelti?, Quther die Bibelbialektif von Gefes und Evangelium, Barth
die Dialeltif bes Gottesgedantens, ... Luihers Theologie ftellt unsd eine
Geftalt voli Kraft bor bie Uugen; bei Barth nehmen wir nur ein jdnell
gerflichendes PHhantom wafhr. Dasd redifertigt bag Urteil, bas B. Dirriesd
fallt: 3@ fann jest in thm [Barth] nur nod eine Gefalhr fiir unfere Kirde
fefen.’ €3 ift beshalb faum eine Frage, mit welder Dialettil der noberne
WMenid) eiter fommt, WMit der Dialeltit Barths fommt er fwohl in die
Biveifel, die ,Fragiviirdigleit’ aller Dinge mit Cinfhlupy der eigenen Perjon,
Pinein, Uber Yeraus und auf einen feften Boben fommt er nur mit der
Dialettit Quifers, der Bibeldialelftit von Gefes und Evangelium.”

Ralitftinad Bevillerung, Der ,CYrifil. UApologete” {dhreibt: ,Jm
Nafre 1922 lebten in Paldftina 83,000 Juden; im Jahre 1926 waren e3
ifrer 158,000, Raut einer Mitteilung bder London Times beftand am
31. Yuguft 1929 bie Bevilferung ded Heiligen Landbesd aug 557,649 Moham-
medanern, 140,554 Jubden, 78,463 Cfriften und etiva 9,000 Perfonen an-
berer religitfen Gemeinfdaften. Jn den Jafhren 1926 und 1927 vermin-
derte fid) bie Bafhl ber jitbifhen Bevilferung durd Auswanberung.” Diefe
Baflen erflaren gum Teil bie Streitigleiten, bie fi§ vor einiger Beit in
Paldftina gugetragen Haben; neben der religitfen drdngt {idh) eben immer
toieber bie Brotfrage auf. X T M.

Die Titigleit der Methodijten in Dentidland, JIm Leipziger ,Theo-
logifden Riteraturblatt” ift die ziveite Auflage bon John N. Nitlfensd (und
WMitarbeitern) ,Rurzgefate Geidhidhte des Methodidmus von feinen An-
fingen big zur Gegenivart” mit diefen Worten angegeigt: ,Der Unter-
{djied zwijden ben beiden Yuflagen Dbefteft iveniger in dSinderungen, bdie
am Texrt ber erflen Auflage vorgenommien tvdren, ald vielmehr in Crivei-
terungen und Crgdngungen, Denn iiberall find die lepten Ereignifie nad-
getragen, und auferbem ift die Darftellung des foutinentalen Methodisdmus
sum Teil burd Gewinnung neuer Mitarbeiter, die ald Augengeugen be-
ridjten Ionnen, betradilih ausgeftaltet tworben. Der Wert bes Budjes,
bas burdy viele Yiftorifge Cingelfeiten {id) ausdzeidnet, ift dadurd) ofme
Biveifel erhoht tworden. Freilih) der Charatter Ded3 Budesd ift im ivefent-
Tiden Der gleidje geblieben, wenn aitd) Yier und da einmal ein unidiner
Angriff auf die Landestirde gemilbert worben ift. Das Bud) bleibt damit
in jeinen YHiftorifhen Teilen, die ben feftldndifdien Methobidmus barftellen,
eine Redifertigungsidrift fiix dbad Eindringen bed Methodidmus, bdie bdie
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Oiftorie der Apologetit und Polemif dienfibar madt. Daf Crivedung und
Gemeinfdaftabetvegung aud) innerhald ber Landesfirden {id) Yaben Ein-
gang verjdaffen ¥onnen, ift eine Tatjade, die bei der Erdrterung der Griinde
fiir die Entjtehung felbftanbdiger methodiftifher Gemeinden den Yusdgangs=
puntt bilden mup.” Die lutherifden Landesfirden bleiben dem Ginbringen
be3 PMethobizmus gegeniiber in {dhwader Defenfivftellung, fo lange fie nidt
entfdgieben zum fdriftgemaken Iutfherifen Befenninisd zuriitfehren.

. R.
Furdyt vor der Bibel. Unfer diefer fiberfdhrift meldet ein deutidh=
landijdges Blatt: ,Die Atheiftengelle ber Halberftadter medizinifgen pro-
feffionellen Sdule in Rupland organifierte einen antireligitfen Bibelzirtel,
um an der Hand der Bibel beren S hw d e n 3u fludieren. Diejer Lefe-
girfel ift aber von der RKrei8verwaltung ded Atheiftenverbandes wieder auf-
geloft toorden, ,ba die Teilnehmer durd) bdie Bejddftigung mit der Bibel
leid)t toieber zur Religion guriidgefithrt werden fonnten”. Das ift von
feiten ber Utheiften gang fug gehombdell. Diefelbe Rluglheitdmakregel liegt
ber iviederfholten papitliden BVerdanunung ber Bibelgefelidaften zugrunbde.
@benjo war ed eine Klugheitdmairegel, wenn in dem Wormfer Edift, das
pon bem pdpftliden Legaten Wleander verfaht toar, nidht nur Luihers
Rerfon, fondern aud) feine Biider in Bann und At exfliart tourden. €3
bieh in bem Ebilt in begug auf Lutherd Biider: ,E3 {oll fie niemand
faufen, verfoufen, lefen, befalten, abfdreiben, druden nod) abfdreiben oder
pruden laffen, fonbern fie mit Feuer verbrennen und in alltvege gdnzlidh
abtun, vernidten und bertilgen.” Die Verbammung der Biider Luthers,
bie fo eifrig vom Bolfe gelefen tourben, Hat ber Alerrjdaft bdes Papit-

tums getwaltigen Abbrud) gefan. & PB.
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Bu weldem Bwed ,die Suiberifdien’ nidt nad) Angs8burg gefom-
men find. Luther toar todhrend bded Reidstages zu Augsburg nidht in
Augsburg, jondern auf der Fejte Roburg. Wber bon ber Koburg aus
ridtete er eine ,Bermahnung” an bdie in Augdburg verfammelten papifti-
fdjen @eiftlidgen. Er Dbittet jie, fie midten bie Gnadengeit nidht verfdu-
men, die ifjnen durd) ben Reidhstag von Gotf dargeboten jei. Wortlid)
fagt Quiber: ,Denn Goit gibt eud Gnade, Raum, Jeit und Urfade, durd
unfern allergnabdigften Herrn RKaifer Carolum, mit diefem Reiddtag bviel
und grof Gutsd zu jGaffen und audguridten, fo ihr allein wolltet.” Wenn
etlidge unter den @eiftliden fagen tviirden: ,Wer darf dein? Wer Hat
beined Vermalhnensd ober Sdhreibens je begehrt? €3 find fo viel gelehrter
und frommer Leute YHie [in Nugsdburg], die der Sade Heffer zu raten iwiffen
penn du RNarr ufw.”, fo antwortet Luther: ,Wolhlan, das Wil i) gerne
glauben, und Gott Yelfe, dap alled alfo twalr fei. ... Uber nod ift bas
aud) wahr: Man fann bed Guten nidt zu viel tun, und Hat oft ein Rarr
beffern Rat geben benn viel Weife, und mwiederum, weife Leute gemeiniglich
Pen gripten Sdaden auf Erden getan, jonberlid) wenn fie fidh) auf ihre Weis-
Beit verlaffen und nidt aud) mit Gottesdfurdit gehandelt und mit bemiiti-
gem Herzen um gittlide Hilfe und Gnade gebeten Haben.” LQutBer Hielt es
im Jahre 1580 — nur neun Jahre nad) Worms — fiir der Sadjlage ent=






