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I. 2lmtrilta. 
Progress of the Work of the Norwegian Synod. - Writ.ing on the 

convention of the Norwegian Synod held last summer, the Lutheran Sen
tinel writes: "Sixteen years ago the Norwegian Synod was reorganized 
after having been dissolved by the great majority which entered the merger 
of 1917. The majority took all the property with it into the merger and 
denounced the few who for conscience' sake refused to compromise on 
doctrine as being unfaithful, stubborn, and having no right to exist as 
an independent church-body_ At the reorganization meeting there were 
sixteen pastors and delegates from five congregations. At this time there 
are thirty-eight pastors and professors in active service and fourteen re
tired or without. calls. Sixty-five organized congregations and seve·ral 
mission-stations are now being served by our pastors, a junio-r college 
and high school is maintained, and there are more Christian day-schools 
established than at any t.ime in the history of the synod. When we con
sider t hese figures , there is no reason to feel despondent with regard to 
the progress made and to forget the blessings which God has bestowed 
upon our Church since its reorganization." All this must be very hearten
ing t o those who would like to see conservative Lutheranism prosper. 

A theism in Colleges and Universities. - In the July issue of the 
Anglican Theologioal Review we find the following remarkable charac
terization of the young men and women of our colleges and universities 
in an a rticle written by Theodore Otto Wedel, entitled " College Students 
and God" : -

"Most young men and women of our colleges still come, to be sure, 
from Christian homes. They have gone to Sunday-school and bring with 
them rudimentary churchgoing habits. But all this means very little. The 
effects of secular education have at last come full circle, and religious 
culture, while not totally absent, belongs in those dim caverns of memory 
where a re stored things heard, but heeded not. The ignorance of even 
the intelligent college student regarding the historic documents and sym
bols of religion is simply amazing. His cultural ignorance is astonishing 
in all fields, no doubt, in our day of chaotic high-school curricula, where 
no field of k nowledge can be safely assumed for all students except per
haps an echo of The Lady of the Lake and Julius Oaesar. Yet even igno
rance can be climactic, and it is so when it comes to the Bible or Chris
tian doctrine. He may easily know more of the Punic wars than of the 
k ings of Israel, more of the gospel according to Lenin than of the Gospel 
according to St. John. The former is studied somewhere in a classroom 
under discipline, and with the respect accorded to objective learning. The 
latter belongs to the outgrown world of the Sunday-school and of piety, 
which the student would not be found reading for fear of shame and a se1£
conscious blush . It may readily happen that a student can give you a sym
pathetic account of totem ism or of the Koran, studied in a course in an
thropology or history, yet be totally ignorant of the significance for religion 
of the Catholic Mass and have never heard of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
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Among the more widely read or among students coming from fundamen
talist homes, allusions to Ohristian doctrines like that of original sin or 
the atouement or the incarnation will not meet with an ignorant stare; 
but even by them they are often either djsmissed with a shrng or else 
remain in an untouchable holy of holies. Ignorance is the prevailing state 
with the large majority. Liberal preachers in the college chapel may still 
try to win applause by fighting the theological battles of a past genera
tion and thunder against a religion of dogma or appeal for the reconcilia
tion of religion and science; but for the most part their eloquence is 
wasted. Modern youth knows no religious dogmas, and the crusader for 
liberty is speaking of a prison-honse most of them have never known. In 
the world of their moral thinking students are likewise withont rule or 
guide. They know a few of the Ten Oommandments and all the rules ac
cording to the college dean. They are sheltered by the habits of youth 
acqnired in still decorous American homes. They have behind them, after 
all, two thousand years of Christian civilization, with all its long-rooted 
fear of sin and nurturing of things that are pure and of good report. 
Their sophistication is usually a pretty thin veneer. Yet all the inhibi
tions, even where they are still operative, are largely unconscious and 
can vanish oycl'night in thG stress of tempt- timL They are DO longer 
part of a fixed view of life. They are not anchored, as were the older 
moxal laws, in an institution which commands obedience and reverence 
They belong to a morality without mystical sanctions." (Pp. 200-202.) 

The author suggests a way out of this chaos. Sad to say, his way 
will lead only the deeper into unbelief and only the farther away from 
the knowledge of the true God and salvation. vVe read on page 213: 
"While this wild, living world of ours is hungry for dogma, for a fixed 
and authol'it:1tive view of life setting bounds to chaos, the very word 
dogma has become anathema. Use it carelessly once, and you have lost 
yonI' hearing. Appeal to the Bible or to Mother Ohurch, to priest or 
prophet or even saint, and you are talking into the east wind. The modern 
spirit will bow before no authority except its own experience. We must 
be positivists or nothing. We must travel over again, in a world out
wardly how changed, the road which led the early Ohurch to its dogma, 
to its Nicelle Oreed, and its formula of Ohalcedon. And this is a great 
venture of faith, a venture the necessity for which the Ohurch has as 
yet, I think, scarcely realized. Yet if, as I am firmly convinced from my 
own adventurings, such a voyage of rediscovery will bring us to the same 
doctrine of the incarnation as that with which historical Ohristianity con
quered the pagan world, the venture of faith will be worth all it cost. 
I believe that the way for many a modern intellectual to the Ohristian 
faith lies by way of Plato and of Buddha. Both of them wel'e free ob
servers of life, bound by no book or institution; yct they found the peace 
which pas seth understanding; and had they lived to hear the ~ood news 
of the Gospel, they might have been the first to come forward with the 
cry 'My Lord and my God.' The modern man thinks that he, too, must 
travel a road of his own choosing. Very well, let him do so. Let him be 
'modern,' but with a thoroughness compared with which the canting of our 
smart radicals will look antediluvian, discovering, however, that he has 
merely traveled round the world to discover himself at home." 
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That way salvation certainly does not lie. That is the direct way 
to doubt and unbelief and to rejection of God's Word and to ultimate 
damnation. Paul suggests quite a different way, 2 Cor. 10,4. 5. It is cer
tain that the early Church did not arrive at the Nicene Creed by traveling 
the road of its own experience or that of philosophy. It followed the Scrip
tures, in which it recognized God's revelation to mankind spiritually dead 
and ignorant of all matters pertaining to its salvation. And to this day 
only he who is bound by the Bible can find that peace which surpasses 
all understanding, which neither Plato nor any other man can by his own 
reason know or desire or find. The only way out of the chaos of doubt 
and unbelief is to return to the authority of the most high God, to His 
Word, revealed in Scripture. T. L. 

How Old Is the Human Race? - Here is a gem from the Literary 
Digest of August 19, which shows what an enormous portion of credulity, 
not to say gullibility, is presupposed by anti-Biblical "science." Note the 
refreshing naivete, with which cock-sureness and uncertainty change roles. 
(All the following italics our own.) 

"Man is no 'recent experiment' on this earth, as many anthropologists 
have believed. He may in fact be 20,000,000 years old instead of a mere 
million or so. 

"This is the opinion, at any Tate, of Sir Arthur Smith "Woodward, 
eminent British anthTopologist, who told the International Geological Con
gress at Washington recently that human fragments found a few months 
ago by Dr. L. B. S. Leakey in Tanganyika Territory, Southeastern Africa, 
not only indicate great antiquity for men of modern type, but also suggest 
that the birthplace of human beings was in Africa. 

"Both of the8e ideas run counter to opinions formerly held. It had 
been believed that mankind first reached human or semihuman status 
shortly before or during the glacial periods, about 1,000,000 years ago. 

"The age of the Tanganyika finds is determined by the bones of other 
animals, now extinct, associated with them. Determination of the age 
of these depends in turn upon a long chain ot circumstantial evidence. 
It is possible that the associated animals did not become extinct in Africa 
as quickly as elsewhere, in which case Sir Arthur's chronology might be 
wrong. 

"However, a theory attributed to the late Dr. W. D. Matthew lends 
support to it. It each race of animals evolved at a single center, a suc
cession of waves of increasingly differentiated genera very likelly radiated 
outward from that center. The latest and highest types would be found 
in the actual place of evolution, sUrTounded by rings of less advanced types 
of lower and lower degree. 

"By this theory, it homo sapiens began at a center in Africa, the Pilt
down man, Javan nmn, and Peking man (all of whom were living at the 
same time, about 1,000,000 years ago, at the extreme edges of Europe and 
Asia) [Question: How do we know that?] may have been the displaced 
remote offshoots of early stages in evolution at the center. 

"On the same supposition the second offshoot was probably Neander
thal or Mousterian man, who was very widely distributed throughout 
Europe 500,000 years or so ago. [Why so positive 1] The British anthro-
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pologist believes that the Neanderthal men died out without descendants. 
All the men of to-day in his opinion are the progeny of a still later wave. 

"The question is by no means settled despite the weight of Sir Arthur 
Smith Woodward's opinion. The matter partly depends, of course upon 
what stage in the evolutionary process is to be called the beginning .. .• 

"In view of the renewed interest in this fascinating question the Field 
Museum of Natural History, Chicago, chose an auspicious time to open 
its new 'Hall of the Stone Age of the Old World.' The principal feature 
is a series of eight dioramas containing life-size restorations of the pre
historic ancestors of the human race, with settings reproducing the caves, 
roche shelters, lake dwellings, and other primitive habitations they once 
occupied. 

"The exhibits represent results of years of research, several museum 
expeditions and intensive collecting of archeological material. The life
size figures of various types of prehistoric men in characteristic attitudes 
are the work of the sculptor Frederick Blaschke. The first of the dioramas 
represents a scene of the Chelle an period, approximately 250,000 years 
ago; the last, a group of Swiss lake-dwellers, who lived almost at the dawn 
of recorded history_" T. L . 

The Laymen's Foreign Missions Inquiry - of 60 A. D. - It was 
published (or republished ) in the Living GhU1'ch, August 19, 1933. Here 
it is: -

The Laymen's Committee, sponsored and financed by the generosity 
of the Church of Laodicea, has just released its far-reaching findings. 
All first-century-minded thinkers who are not in bondage to the remote 
past and to literalistic conceptions of religion will find solace and st rength 
in its stirring words. To rethink missions is the supreme task of all who 
would meet the problems of to-day. 

The report strongly emphasizes the poor quality of personnel which 
so hinders progressive work. 

"The idea of sending ignorant Galilean fishermen as messengers in 
this intellectual age is absurd," said the report. "These men of no scholar
ship, scarcely literate, lacking in grace of manners and person, prone to 
petty bickerings, are' totally unequipped to face the intelligentsia. 

"They are very credulous peasants, with no special background, and 
are utterly scorned by the rich, powerful, and learned citizens and schola.rs, 
through whom alone our message can be extended. 

"And a 'convert,' with all the implicatiO'ns thereof, who calls himself 
by the nickname of 'Paulos,' is probably the worst of these pr oducts of 
undiscriminating selection. A good physical examination would have de
barred him (this is an age of mens sana in corpore sano); and so would 
a psychological test, as he exhibits a persecution mania and numerous 
inhibitions and complexes. A proselyte Jew is naturally offensive to Jews, 
yet he continually preaches to them. 

"To let a man of such physical ugliness work with such admi rers 
of beauty as the Greeks is folly, only surpassed by the sending of such 
a denO'minationally trained man with only Tarsus and Gamaliel educat ion, 
both unaccredited schools, and no degrees, to reason with Stoics and 
Epicureans. And this hook-nosed Jew even undertakes to' speak to Romans 
as though they were not the rulers, but merely some of his O'wn class 
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.and race. Tact and diplomacy seem to be absent from his personality. 
He is even said to have quarreled with the original leader of the Church 
in an Antioch street. Yet non-Christians must form their impressions 
of our faith from such!" 

The final section of the report deals with the basic purposes of the 
average missionary:-

"To-day w() are menaced by the possibility of barbarian invasion and 
servile uprisings. A lower-class movement for Communism is growing. 
And instead of reflisting this revolutionary tendency, many of these mis
sionaries teach the possession of all things in common. And two specifi
cally, Matthew and Brother James, ha.vc written documents arousing class 
hatred and manifesting anything but love for th€' rich. An upheaval in 
the social structure would destroy the efficient, prosperous, and liberal 
benevolence-giving church of Laodice:a and all other churches which repre
sent modern thought and the people to whom God in His infinite wisdom 
has given the richCfl of the world. 

"To preserve modern society from Communists, radical plebeian and 
agrarian demagogs requires a united front. We should disregard non
essentials a.nd walk together-in love. Jews and Mitllraites, Pythagoreans 
and Stoics, all who believe in any fonn of religion, mnst, stand together 
against the red tide of irreligion. 

"Instead of cooperation, though, we flnd these missionaries still harping 
on Jesus as the Messiah, His death, His resurrection, and similar concepts, 
which, e'Ven if historical, are ullimportallt. By insisting on His impossible 
ethics, when not liberally interpreted by scholars of the scientific mind set, 
they are cloing nothing to aid the cause of universal religion. 

"If these Christians of this type do not join in a syncretistic move
ment to share with all other religions and fight with them the common foe 
of materialism, we predict tbc Christian movement will die out in a century. 

"Facing the future bravely, we, on rethinking the whole subject of 
missions, insist the Church mnst continue to support missions, but with 
radically changed per'sonnet, program, and purpose" and keep as its goal 
the brotherhood of an faith!' and all. creeds. 

(Signed.) "THE LAYMEN'S CQ:I{MITTRE." 

"Rethinking ~l[issions" Judged by the' Bible Union of China.
The Bible Union of China. if\ an organization of missionaries who still 
cling firmly to the essentials of the 'iVord of God. While we must differ 
with them on m~!ly important subjects, we rejoice, to' see that they sizEl 
up the "Laymell'~ Foreign Missions Inquiry and Appraisal" so correctly. 
The following "Statement and Criticism" is quoted from the Chinese 
Recorder, ,July, 1933:-

"The Executive Committee of the Bihle Union fo'r China, an organiza
tion with a memberehip of over one thousand missionaries desiring to stand 
loyal to the Bible and the Evangelical faith, wish to record their emphatic 
dissent from the main recommendations of the laymen's Foreign Mission 
report entitled RethinkIng Missions. We believe that this book heads up 
the boldest and most determined attack which Christian missions have 
experienced in m"dern times, It is too sadly true, as stated in tIleir fore
word, that the proposals in 01is hook 'lie in well-recognized directions of 
aclvance and that they can 1088 for innovations than for the emphasis 
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and encouragement of tendencies already present in the field and a.t home'; 
but whilst in the past the attitude of Modernists towards e,vangelical 
missionaries has been, 'Let us build with you, for we seek your God as 
ye do,' they now come out into the open with a. demand for a. centralized 
autonomous control at the home base, in full authority over the whole 
missionary movement, the result of which would be the speedy elimination 
of those missionaries remaining loyal to the old standards. 

"We wish to express our earnest desire tha.t friends of missions at 
home and ChincBe leaders in the field Bhould rightly discern the erxtent to 
which this 'Appraisal' represents the' rank and file of the Christian laymen 
of America, the proportion of churches and missiona.ries in China imme
diately related to the survey, and the religious viewpoint of the majority 
of the members of both the Inquiry and Appraisal commissions. As a help 
to this discernment we would caJI attention to· the following facts: -

"1. Only three of the fifteen members of the Appraisal Commission 
oould be classed as business and contributing laymen in the, popularly 
unde·rstood sense of tha.t word, the rest being ministers, philosopllNS, 
women, etc. It is moreover uncertain wha.t transla.tion will be given to 
the' term layman in Chinese. If it is 'ordinary believer' (ping hsin-tu) 
or 'A,nericall church-member' (?::._. !cu~ ._.. -yuj, 'ecidedly lmtrue COll

ception will be conveyed to' the Chinese, Christ.ian of t.he kiucl of people 
who have made the, survey and promnlgated their' finding". 

"2. The seven denominations and boards which the report speaks of 
as 'cooperating in this inquiry' cannot accurately be said to be, responsible 
for the selection of the membership of either commission or, of course, 
of its findings. Much less can the, rank and file of these. denominations 
be understood as instituting, furthering, or approving memo 

"3. It might be supposed that. t.he scope of t.he inquiry and appraisal 
would be confined to the mission-work under the purview of the seven 
boards annQlunced as sponsoring thCl commissions. But the general im
pression that the 'entire enterprise' was b€ing weighed is given no·t. only 
in the appraisal itself, but. by the: ne·wspaper publicity, the issue, of t1le 
report as the 'religious book of the month,' the arrangement made by the 
commission for the issue of a. large edition and translat.ion of Rethinking 
Missions at a. very cheap price through the commercial pre·ss of China, 
and the evident intent to secure the broadest sort of study of the appraisaL 
This is obviously unfair to the majority of church-bodies inte,resred in 
mission-work in China, which ha.d no rela.tionship t.o the whole' affair. 
It would se€m to be a fact that only a.bout one-sixth of t.he missionaries 
in China are connected with the seven boa.rds said to ha.ve sponsored 
the appraisal. 

"4. There were' few, if any, of the members of eit.her conID1ission tha.t 
WNe sympathetically intcrClsted in t.he' aims and evangelistic emphasis Q1f 
the distinctively consCirva.tive church groups and missiQlns and of the con
servative majorit.y C1lements in BomCi of the denominat.ions sponsoring the 
appraisal. The conclusions of such a. commission could not. therefore in 
any real sense be regarded as impart.ial appraisals e,ven of the missions. 
supposed to' ha.ve be€n studied. A notahle indication of the partisan atti
tude referred to is the scant reference to thCl conservative evangCllistic 
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and Biblecstudy emphasis in the Korean field, even though several of th~ 
denominations there sponsored the appraisa,l. 

"5. The introductory discussion of the theological, religious, and psy
chological ba.ses of Foreign Mission work, which occupies fully one-third 
Qf the report, was evident.ly written not as the result of a survey, but 
from preconceived ideas, which an insistent and aggressive liberal minority 
of educators and social wo'rkers took this opportunity of spreading. This 
section of the report seems, to· say the least, decidedly out of place in 
wha,t purports to' be an impartial appraisal.' The spirit of this section 
pervades the whole appraisal; and it is especially significant that it is 
t,his which has brought forth the' severest criticism from mission board 
officials and church and mission organizations. 

"The published report not only proposes a drastic revolution in mis
siOlmry methods, but is also an open rejection of the Gospel-message itself 
as set forth in the, New Testament. It disparages the Gospel which has 
been proclaimed from the beginning of missions as co=issioned by our 
Lord Jesus, as no longer suited tOo tIle worlcl's needs. It cleady implies 
that the Spiritual statement. t.hat the Lord Jesus Christ is the only Way 
{)f salvation must now be considered as obsolete (pp. 8. 35) and aclvocates 
tllat Christian missionaries should now unite with heathen religionists 
in 'a conmwn quest for the truth' (p, 31). VVe wish to a,ffirm our unshaken 
and, by Gael's grace, unshakable conviction that t.here is but one 'unknown 
God' whom we are to make known to those who ignorantly wors]lip and 
tlm.t the 'fooHslmess of preaching' so disparaged by this report is the 
God-appointed method which alone is indispensable·, whatever be the type 
of lnissiona,TY service. 

"vVe desire t() Teaffirm the truth that the' Christian missionary':,; mes
sage, is not. indeed after man, neither was it receivecl from man. It. is 
essentially God's own me'Bsage, tOo which man can add nothing and from 
which he, may take, nothing away. vVe would reemphasize the, fact. that 
the Gospel of God is set fort.h in the New Testament in language of un
mista.kable clearne-ss. It is given under the authority of the Son of God 
Himself, and rejection of it carries. with it a, rejection of His authority. 
To substitute for it 'another' me'ssage, only perve.rt.s the divine ut.t.erance 
and leaves the Binner lrnder the pnwer of his sin. This Gospel nf God, 
'once for all delivered to the saints,' has during tIle past. century been 
preached throughout the, whole, world, and with what blessed results may 
be, known to everyone who sincerely desires to know. Christian missions 
can and do fearlessly challenge an honest appraisal of these results. From 
India, China, Japan, Korea, Africa., New Guinea, the islands of the Pacific, 
and other countries. a mass of incontestable evidE,nce, is a,vailable to prove 
t.he power of the Gospel to' deliver men from the power of sin, to purify 
their livcs. anel to bring in its train incalculable blessings upon socie'ty 
by the, reform of evil custOoms and crue,l practises. We deny the implica
t.ion made' in the: re'port (p. 31) that. heathen religions are not at the' ront 
of corrupt. Oriental cust.oms and society a.nd that, Christianity is not 
responsible for the blessings and conditions which have been the heritage 
~f those who have lived in happier lands. Such a, book as Mothe1' India 
is an incont.rovertible piece of evidence of the former position, ancI the 
~at.ter hardly re<[uires proof. 
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"We desire to affirm again our whole-hearted fa.ith in the' entire. 
Gospel-message as contained in God's infallible Word, in the deity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in His incarnation and His SUbstitutionary atoning 
death for man's sin, and in His bodily resurrection. We see this Gospel 
working in China to-day with its old-time power, on every hand meeting 
men's need as nothing else on earth can_ 

"We protest against this open attempt on the part of those who are 
obviously advocating 'another gospel' in order that tIleir 'new conception 
of the scope and aims of missions' (p. 231) may be achieved, to take control 
of the present-day missionary enterprise and turn it into channels which 
are fundamentally out of harmony with New Testament teaching and 
apostolic practise and with the aims and ideals of those whose labors 
and sacrifices have laid the foundation of modern missions. 

"We would urge all who love our LO'rd Jesus Christ and value His 
Gospel, all members of mission boards, and all church leaders definitely 
to repudiate the partisan and disloyal findings of this unrepresentative 
commission and to refuse' all moral and financial support to such schemes 
as may be instituted to further them, Moreover, we would call all 
Christians everywhere to take full cognizance of these revealed aims of 
what we, believe to be a minority group engaged ill an Rg;.c.essive campaigil 
for the promotion of modernist principles and meth.od,'. il.nd to take 
their stand on the' Lord's side for the defensll oi, truth. Shanghai, 
April 20, 1933." FR. BHANU, 

Desperate Polemics. - It is admitted that none ever gave the papists 
sO' much trouble as Marlin Luther, No one was ever so successful in 
exposing pa,pal frauds, papal tyranny, and papal weakness as Martin 
Lu~her. It is therefore not so difficult to understa~ld why the p"pisis have 
attacked Luther from almost every conceivable angle, The most unreasonable 
inventions have been fabricated in order to besmirch his character. Luther's 
works and writings have been combed again and again and subjected to 
the most unreasonable treatment in order to prove that he taught immoral, 
godless doctrine. They have put the worst construction upon his words 
and expressions. They have told th0 most improbable stories concerning 
his life and death. They have insinuated the most shameful suspicions 
concerning anything in his career that seemed to lend itself to serve their 
purpose. And although all tllCse slanders have been repeatedly and suc
cessfully refuted, they continue, to spreacl' them nlOYe. or less stealthily, 
hoping that they will always find some' one' wh() will believe the worst. 
Lately a certain Mr. Hollis published a Life of Erasmus, in which II(' takes 
occasion t() repeat some of these silly accusations against the gTeat Re
former. He does it in a most adroit, sly, and insinuating manner. Thus 
on page 275 of this book he remarks, as if by tbe way, that the theory 
of Luthe,r's partial insanity has been aeceptecl by moderll scholars such 
as Grisar. Think of it - Luther insane! Luther, [Le most reasonable 
man, the most brainy man who lived on this earth for a thousand years; 
Luther, whom lawyers, princes, kings, states, cities, consulted in their 
most difficult problems; Luther, who advised thousands safely and cor
rectly! Luther insane, the only man who, as far l we know, wrote, an 
elementary book of instruction which retained its ascendancy in the 
elementary schools for over four hundred years! Luther, to whom the 



world owes its system of public libra.ries, public popular elementary edu
cation, and who properly may be called the father of all modern literature 
and learning! We haven't the least doubt that there are millions of 
people who would say that, if Luther was insane:, they would thank God 
for the same kind of insanity, even as Abraham Lincoln told those who 
accused U. S. Grant of tippling, "Won't you tell me what kind of whisky 
he drinks? I want my other generals to drink the same kind." Do such 
polemics not show how desperate the enemies of Luther have become? 
After aU, even the Romanists will find that between the sanity of Ignatius 
Loyola and that of Martin Luther it is safer to choose that of the latter. 

S. 
Receipts of the Presbyterian Church in the U. s. A. - The fiscal 

year of this church-body, usually referred to as the Northern Presby
terians, ends on Ma.rch 31. Statistics are now published showing the 
receipts of this Church during the last fiscal year. The total contributions 
of local churches amounted to $38,634,203, which was $9,002,517 less than 
wha.t was contributed last year. Donations given by people: now living 
for the various official benevolence' agencies total $5,768,304, which sum 
was $1,997,961 belo·w tha.t given last year. Since these Presbyterians 
number 1,968,788 communicant members, we must say that the contribu
tions, though smaller than last year, were certainly not inconsiderable. 

A. 
(fin Q3rnnb bell lniebergangll bei.l 'l)eutfdJen. @i.l mag faum nodj einen 

,B!necf ~aoen, fidj bm:iloer Uar au !nerben, !no~er es lommt, bat bas Sl)eutfdje 
~ieraulanbe f 0 im ~iebergang oegriffen ift. Sl)odj fann bielleidjt ~ie unb ba 
ber folgenbe ~m:agrap~, bem utr~riftIidjen ~poIogeten" entnommen, nodj 
et!nas nii.t;en: u~eoenoei oemerft, Iiegt ein ®runb bafUr in bem Umftanbe. 
bat fo bide junge 2eu±e au .x;,aufe nidjts lJiirten unb Iernten aIs ben Sl)ialeft 
ber @!tern unb fidj bor bem ®eoraudj besfeIoen anbern gegeniloer. bie einen 
anbern Sl)ialeft ~atten, fUrdjte±en. Sl)er mebafteur erleote es aUf dner 
griiteren ,Bufammenflinft bon mertretern beutf djer ~ugenbbereine (meift 
.x;,iergeoorner) in trlebeIanb, bat (!neil nur Sl)eutfdj gefprodjen !nerben follte) 
ein aum meben aufgeforberier Junger IDeann im urdjigften @ldj!neiaerbialefi 
fpradj. Sl)ie meiften liidjerten, !neH fie i~n nidjt berftanben. Sl)ann fam 
eine junge )rodjter, bie ~Iattbeutfdj rebde, !net! fie nidjt .x;,odjbeutfdj fonnte. 
Unb nun fidjerien bie @ldj!neiaer. Sl)ie @ladje !nar eoenfo peinIidj lnie fomifdj. 
®nbIidj bereinigte man fidj auf bas einaige merftiinbigungsmitteI: @ingIifdj." 

~.~. IDe. 
Another Witness for the Demise of the Evolutionary Theory. -

Among Presbyterian ministers Dr. David De Forest Burrell occupies an 
honored position and is frequently mentioned. A report of a, sermon of 
his recently delivered in New York appeared in the Ohristian Oentury 
and is of more than usual interest to aU who hold to the doctrine of 
crea,tion as taught in the Scriptures. We quote: "Speaking as guest 
preacher at the Marble Collegiate Church last Sunday morning, Dr. David 
De Forest BurreU of the First Presbyterian Church of Williamsport, Pa,., 
stated that the theory of evolution had suffered a more complete collapse 
than is generally realized. He said that the president of the British 
Academy of Sciences had recently asserted that we ha,d come to the end 
of the evolutionary theory and that the only alternative was tha.t of 

55 



866 Theological Observer. - .!tird)Hd)~8eitgefd)id)md)es. 

creation. Dr. Burrell stressed particularly that Christian philosophy does 
not identify the universe with God. It is interesting to note how many 
of our preachers have, been influenced by the writings of Jeans and 
Eddington." A. 

II. .2llt5lttn~. 
t D. Dtto jffiiUfolUttt t. ilOet ben .2eoen~fauf unb bM fitdjIidje iffiitfen 

biefe~ "iirteften l'Jteunbe~ unfetet @ll)nobe in bet :Beutfdjen l'Jteifirdje" 
(gelioren am 30. 9!:obemoet 1847 in ~liet~oadj, @ladjfen, gefiotoen am 
5. 2fuguft 1933) ~at bet ".2ut~etanet" bom 19. Geptemoet au~fiifjtndj 
fJeridjtet. mlt~ bem 9/acljruf, ben bie ,,~b.~.2utfj. l'Jteifitdje" bom 20. muguft 
ifjm, "einem bet matet unf eter l'JteHitclje", tuibmet, f ei fofgenbe~ mi±~ 
geteHt: "mon 1873 lii~ 1876 arlieite±e er untet hen :itamufen ()ftinMen~ 
im Gegen, inbem et lliefe aut ®etedjiigfeit tuie~, lueIdje ~fjtiftw butdj 
feine ftellbertretenbe ®enugiuung bet ganaen @liinbertuert, audj ben :itamu~ 
len, ettuotlien ~ai. 11m @otte~ iffiott tein unb fauiet au liefjarten unb 
le~ten au fonnen unb fidj be~ fdjrifituibtigen Unioni~mu~ atuifdjen teinet 
unb falfdjet .2e~te nidji ieiffjaftig madjen all muffen, ttat et aUfammen mit 
ben 9J1iffionarcn Buefet, .Botn unb @tuocr± im ;;saljre 1876 au~ bet .I3eip~ 
aiget WliHion unb bet @liidjfifdjen .I3anbe~fitdje au~. :Ba~ .2efen in ben 
@ll)moortfdjen ~iidjern bel' Iuiljerifdjen S1'irdje ljaite me genannten biet Beugen 
ber fffialjtljei± babon uoetaeug±, baf3 bie miffoutifdje S1'itdje Die .2e~re ber 
@ldjrif± rein llnD Iauter Ieljtt. @erabe in jenen ;;saljren, feU 1871, liegh,nt 
Me @efdjidjte unferer fiidjfifdjen @emeinben, ba 1871 hie etyte fiidjfifdje 
.2anbe~f\Jnobe hie ~efei±igung be~ aUen DMigion~eibe~ bet ~farret lie~ 
fcIJlof3. . .. @lo ~at @ott unfern fffiiIIfomm oenui2i, um oaljnotedjenb fut 
unfete l'Jteifitdje au fein, bet er adj±unbatuanaig ;;saljte lang mit gto13em 
~ifet unb (Jtof3et :itteue ar~ ~riife~ gebient ~at, tuie et audj bie ~eaie~ungen 
unf etct l'JteifircIJe au anbem tcdjtgfiiubigen S1'itdjengemeinf djafien gefih:bett 
~at. Gett 1882 naljm er fidj ber :Biinifdjen l'Jteifitdje bon SjeraCl1 mit ffiat 
unb :itat an. ~ttuiifjnt fei nodj, baf3 fetne mmetffareife @nbe bet adjtaiger 
;;sa~te ?Bebeutung geljalit lja± fUr bie l'Jeftigung unfeter ?Beaie~ungen au ben 
.I3utljcranem im mu~ranbe. @leIDft fm ffiuljeftanb ljat et nod) fdjriftftellerifdj 
bief getuitf±, ia fogat: ar~ ba~ edofdjenbe ~ugenIidjt i~n baran ljinbcde, 
ljat et hurdj ~ma± unb auf ~nnbenpal>ier geatoeitet unb tro!} einttetenbet 
gro13et Gdjtuerljotigfeit mit bem Sjottoljr bem gelaufdjt, tua~ i~m uoet ba~ 
fffioljI unD fffie~ bet S1''irdje botgeIefen unb oetidjtet luutbe .... " 

D. Wi1Ul.1mm Itr~ ~efenttet: nub Benge bet: jIDlt~rI)cit. :Bet in ber bor~ 
f±e~enben Wlit±eiIung ertuCiljn±e mU~±ti±t m5iIIfom~ unb feiner (§)efinnung~~ 
genolfen au~ ber fiidjfifdjen .2anbe~fitdje tuar ein ?Bdenntngafi, cine @lau~ 
oen~±at, hie e~ tuo~l rued ift. bal) roit je~t, nadj faft fedjaig ;;saljten, un~ 
bie ~inaeI~ei±en ins @ebadj±ni~ autucttufen. ~n ber 2eipaiget Wliffion 
fanben fidj in ben fieoaiget ;;safjren be~ botigen ~a~rljunbed~ cine ~naaljr 
Wliffionate, benen e~ in lieaug aUf :itreue gegen ba~ ~efenntni~ ein recIJt~ 
fcIJaffenet ~rnft tuat, Gie ~ier±cn gemeinfame S1'onfetenscn ali unb lie~ 
~anberten aUf biefen gtunbIidj bie @runhle~ten unfetet ~efenn±niffe, um 
fo im ~efenntni~ fmmet me~r S1'lat~eit unb ~inigfei± au getuinnen. @lie 
tuaren fdjon bamal§ e±rua~ mit ltnfeter @It)nobe oe!annt; benn aW einer 
ber biet fpii±et au~getre±enen WUffionare tuii~tenb fcine~ ®tubium~ in 
.2eipaig fidj butdj bie bamar~ aiemIidj allgemein botge±ragene .I3e~re bon 
S1'irc~e unb ~mt nidjt bmdjjinben fonn±e, ~atte iljn bet bamaIige WHffion~~ 
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bireftor SJarbefanb aUf illiartljer£l bebeutfame <5cfjrift ,,$Die <5timme llnferet 
Sfircfje bon SHtcfje llnb' Wm±" ljingel1Jiefen unb iljm gefagt, bat er ba Die 
bibnfcfj~Iutljerifcfje 2eljre borgeiragen finbe. illiiiljrenb nun Die IDliffionare 
in ~nbien fIeitig forfcfjten unb 2eljre irieben, erfcfjien im 0aljre 1875 in 
ber "Wllgemeinen @lJangenfcfj~2utljerifcfjen ~ircfjenaeHungU ein WrtifeL in 
tuelcfjem treue 2utljeraner, llnb gana befonber£l "W1iffouriu , ljeftig an~ 
gegriffen unb gefcfjmiiljt tuurben. ~n bem Wrtifef tuurben bie 2uiljerifcfjen 
alleroden gel1Jarnt, ficfj bor "IDCiffouriU au ljiiten, ficfj bon "W1iffouri u nicfjt 
beriicfen unb bergelliaItigen 3u laffen. $Daraufljin gaben flinf W1iffionare, 
@. <5cfjiiffer (ber jebocfj fpiiter l1Jieber auriicftra±), iYr. 2ud'er, tr. W1. 20rn, 
W. @ruber± ltnb n. ~ilIfonnn, cine @rfiiirung ab unb aeigten, bat e£l ein 
falfcfje§ 2eugni£l fei, tuenn beljauptet l1Jerbe, erften§, bat ,,,W1iffouri' nicfjt 
fitr Iutljerifcfje 2eljre lireite, fonbern fitr neue, miffourifcfje 2eljrcn", unb 
atueiten£l, baf3 "W1iffouri" "um felbftgemacfjter @Ianben£lartifef 11JilIen fre~ 
bentricfj <5paItung nnb ::trennU)1g anricfjte". $Diefe ent[cfjiebene, mannljafte 
@rfiarung fcfjlof3 mit ben illiorien: ,,~ir aber aIle, fObid unfer ieure§ 
j8efenntni§ mitbefennen, l1JoUen faut rufen: ,SJie iScfjtuert be§ SJ@rrn unb 
@ibeonl' llnb llJollen mit eintre±en in ben groten S'fampf, tuollen W1it~ 

aellgni£l aOIcgen gcgen jcbm WbfalI bon bcr illialjrljeit unb mit ben @lieg 
erlangen. SDa§ tuaUe @ott! Wmcn. U (,l3uif)Craller 32, 9/:r. 3.) $Dm;cfj biclf 
C£:dliirung befannten ficfj bie IDCifiionare bor aUer ~eIt au un[erer (51)nobe 
al§ iljre£l @faubens @enoffen unb eTfliirten ficfj berdt, bie @lcfjma.cfj, bie 
um be§ j8efenntniffe£l tuillen aUf unferer @ll)nobe lag, mit aUT ficfj ilU neljmen. 
@lie tuaren, obl1JoljI fie alIe au§ beutfcfjen 2anbe§firdjen ftammten, au ber 
frberaeuguncr cretommcn, bat un; ere <5t)nobe nidjti3 anbere§ tuoUe aIi3 bei 
ber 2cl}re ber S'firdje ber lReforma±ion berDfeiben unb barum nur mit benen 
51'ircfjencremeinfdjaft ljaIten fonne, Die mit il}r be£lfeIben ®Iauben§ feien unb 
biefen @Iauben aucfj bUrcfj bie ~at bellJiefen. Wbet bie IDliffionare fiei3en ei'J 
nidjt bei bicfer @rniirung bel1Jenben, fonbern ridjteten audj ein Iiingere§ 
@lcfjreiben an lJie W1iffion§beljorbe in 2eiVaig, tuorin fie in gana rul}iger, 
fadjgemiii3er unb gebiiljrenber illieife, aber bodj allg1eicfj mit bolIer '@nt~ 

fcfjiebenljeit nnb j8cljarrIidjfeit forberien, "bat her W1iffion eine @ltellung 
gefidjert tuerbe, bat biefelbe tueber nadj @lcfjein nocfj ~efen S'f'irdjengemein~ 
fcfjaft ... mit foldjen ljabe, hJeldje irgenbeiner j8efenntni£ltualjrljeit ... offen 
tuiberfpredjen", unb fie baten in roirfficfj ljera6el1JegHdjer illieile (,,~ir 

bemii±igen un§ unb faUen ~ljnen au iYuf3 unb umfaffen ~ljre S'fnie unb bitten 
@>ie fIeljentricfj"), baf} bie W1iHion§IeHung "bie reine, bolIe, Iautere illial}r~ 
ljeit befenne, fidj bon allem illiiberpart fcfjeibe unb lidj an bie @lpilJe ber 10 
befennenben IDliHion fieUe". @lie fitgten aber ljin3lt, baf3, tuenn iljrer j8itie 
nidjt @eljiir gegtoen l1Jerbe, fie um @ntIaffung au§ bem IDHffion§Dienfte 
bitten miitten, unb bat fie in biefent ~ane, toeH iie getlJtfien§ljallier nicfjt 
anber§ ljanbeIn fonnten, nidj± mit ~ei6 unb sNnb im fern en 2anbe in§ 
nacHe @Ienb geftoten tuiirben, fonbern bat man fie in iYrieben ilieljen Iaffen 
nnb illnen bie W1itteI aur SJeimreife gel1Jiiljren l1Jolle, fcfjloffen aber mit bet 
merfidjerung, bai3 fie 6ereit fcien, um 0@fu 9/:amen§ tui:llen aucfj alIe§ au 
bulben. (S3utljeraner 32, 9(r. 9.) ~ljre )Biite luurbe nicfjt gel1Jaljr±; fie 
rourben einfacfj au£l bem W1iHion£lbtenft enUaffen unb tuiiren in bie gri:itte 
mot gerommen, tuenn un[ere @It)nobe, au ber fie fidj ja befannt ljatten unb 
mit her fie 1m ®lauben boIIig einig l1Jaren, fidj iljrer nidjt angenommen 
ljiitte. @lo fam e!3, bat .Bud'er unb 20rn im 0aljre 1876 nadj 2Cmerifa 
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lamen unb in unfetet <S\Jnobe ein \)Sfattamt iiliema~men. @tulied unb 
lillillfomm feIjden aus liefonbeten @tiinben nadj :tleutf djlanb outliet. @tu~ 
lied ftat'b liaIb barauf, unb ?lliHlfomm ±tat in bie fidj bamaIS liirbenbe 
tyteifitdje ein unb Ijat, ltrie in jungen ~aIjten, 10 bann fein ganaes langes 
Eelien ljinbutdj feft unb unetfdjtocfen bie liilififdj~rutljetifdje lillaIjtljeit lie~ 
Iannt unb lie3eugt unb fidj audj immet au unfetet <S\Jnobe liefannt un!> 
bie <Sdjmadj, bie getabe in :tleutfdjlanb oft an bem lnamen "IDliffouti" 
Ijiingt, wiIIig urn bet lillaIjtljeit wiIIen gettagen. SDaS foII, ba et nun nadj 
einem arli eitsreidj en, alier audj reidjgefegne±en Eelien aUt ffiuIje bes moues 
@o±±es eingegangen iff, in bet @cfdjidj±e unferer <St)nobe iljm nidjt betgeffen 
werben. .2. ty. 

Kaiserswerth Deaconess Institution a Hundred Years Old.
Protestant circles throughout the world are this year observing the cen
tennial of the founding of the famous deaconess mother house a,t Ka.isers
werth on the Rhine by Theodore Fliedner. Born in 1800, Fliedner in 1823 
and 1824 had made trips to Holland and England and there had seoo 
something of the work done by women for the unfortunates in hospitals 
and prisons. What he observed there made a, deep impression on him. 
Hel realized that work of that nature was very much needed in Germany, 
where e". the priso: ted a, mo:' '_' .bIe sight. Having 
visited the countries mentioned again in later years, he was confirmed in 
the conviction that, remedial societies nud institutions were needed. On 
September 19, 1833, in a garden-house, he founded his Refuge for Dis
charged }j'emale Convicts. In order to do the work among the outcasts 
of society properly, trained workers, he saw, were needed, and so he 
conceived the idea of reestablh,hing the dia,conate which e,xisted in the 
ea,rly Christian Church. By entering Oill this work, he' laid the foundation 
for our schools of deaconesses and the splendid service which they are 
rendering our Church. .An a,rtieie in the Lutheram points out that there 
are now nine motherhouses of deaconesses in this country within the 
boundaries of the Lutheran Church. In this connection it might be men
tioned that the Rauhe Haus of Hamburg, founded by Wichern, is likewise 
this year observing the hundredth anniversary of its founding. .A. 

~rDf. Sjennnnn jffiirt~~ ut11ol'bifdje Sjeilliringcr"ffiefigion. Un±er biefex: 
itlierfcljtift berbteite± ficlj polemifdj iilier ben gcnannten @egenftanb \)Stof. 
D. ~ufius ffiicljtet (~erIin~<StegliJ?) in bem bon il}m ljerausgegelienen IDlif ~ 
fionslifait ,,~eue ~IIg. IDliffionsiJei±fdjtiW. lnelien bet "raliia±en Grl}tif±en~ 

tumsfeinbfdjaf± bes :it'annen'bergliunbes ber IDlat~iThe Eubenborff. bel' fdjtuiir~ 
metifdjen, mandjmal gerabeilu fanatifdjen germanifcljen ffieligion ber 
lnorbifdj~ffieIigii:ifen ~rbeitsgemeinfdjaft unb ber nelieDjaften, alier auf forg~ 
fiir±igften refigionsgef djidj±fidjen <Stubien beruljenben ~eftreliungen be13 
:it'iiliinget ~niJorogen \)Srof . .)janet" liebeu±e± Die notbifdje UtteIigion \)Stof . 
.)jermann ?lliidljs, bie gegenilliittig ben gri:if3±en 2ulauf finbet, einen tuei~ 

±eren feiniJIidjen Wngriff auf bas (fJ)rif±enhtm. \{Stof" lillirtljs :itI)efe lautet 
dtua fo: ?llienn man bie @ef±art bes .)jeHliringers an ber .)janb ber bor~ 
gef cljidjtIidjen :tlenfmiifet unb <SL)mliole in Die Urileit ilUtiicfberfolgt unb 
bann tuieber bortuiids mit ber <S\Jmliofif Des Grljriftenmms in ~erliinbung 
f eJ?±, f 0 etgili± fidj bie iibertafdjenbe '@;ntbecfung, baf3 bie djriftridje <S\Jmiiom 
refUos aus ber borgefcljidjtridjen UrteIigion f±ammt. SDer Wnfptudj bes 
Grljtiftentums. baf3 @ot± ficlj nut einmaIig unb ausfdjIief3Iidj in t\l:ljrifto ge~ 



Theological Observer. - .Rird)lid)~3eitllefd)id)tlid)e§. 869 

offenfJart ljat, muf) baljet befttitten ll1etben. lReinet unb griiBer ift bie 
DffenliatUng- &otte13 in bet UHeIigion; ja bai3 Gl:ljrif±entum fann nur ag 
dne aeitliclj bebingte ,,~ocljtetreIigion" biefer UHdigion augefeljen ll1etben. 
~rof. lffiirtlj ift fomit minber ciner neuen "Sfonfeffion" unb forbert jcber
mann auf, fetner steHgion, bie fetner llReinung naclj bie UHdigion bet 
llRenfcljljeit ift, in freiet ~erlif±en±fcljeibung au foIgen. - ~cljlagenb lneift 
D. sticljtet Me Unljartbadeit biefct "ljL)j:)otljetifcljen nothlfcljen UtteIigion" 
naclj. Sl)en .\;;Jauj:)tj:)unft fetnet Q3efj:)recljung faBt et in biet ~ljefen aufam
men: ,,1. ~eilliringet~llR!:)tljen unb -@;taiiljIungen finlJen ficlj in berfcljieben~ 
ftet iYorm aUf bem gcmaen @;rbentunbe, unb illl1ar feljr ljiiufig oljne jebe 
IDeaieljung aUf ben :iSaljresIauf-llR!:)iljU13. 2. ~ber auclj llR!:)iljen bom :iSaljrdk 
rauf, meift in bet iYotm bon fterbenben unb ll1ieberauflebenben &iittern 
ober -X)etoen finb ll1eit betlirettet. ~ie betbanfen iljten Urfj:)tUng meift 
nicljt bet 2uft am 15aliuIieten obet bet reIigiOfen ~etfenfung in ben 2ebens~ 
proaeB be13 ,~titli unb ll1erbe', fonbern bem magifcljen lffiunfclj, entll1ebet 
ficlj Dll1:clj 2auber Die geljeimni§!boIlc Straft in bet 91atut auaueignen .ober 
burclj 2aubet ben 91a±urproaet 3U bcrftiiden. 3. Q3ei SfurturbiilIern ljaben 
biefe 91atutm!:)iljen bie 91ei:gung, ficlj in lJ)Mtctien aur @;dangung bet [5et~ 
goHung nnb be13 ell1igen 53eacus 3U bettiefen. 4. mit ben gefcljicljtlicljen 
-X)eUstatfacf)en be§! 2eben13 :is@;fu I)aben biefe lJcatutm!:)±ljen fcljfecf)±erbing13 
nicf)ts au iun, Sl)afj bie 2elien13gefcf)icf)ie :is@fu, ®eburt, 2eibensilei±, ,'ih:eu3e§
tob, WUfetfteljung, bie 5Danetiilierfieferung be§ -X)eiThtinger~:iSaljrei3ml:)tljU13 
aui3 ber CSieinaeit lJarjteIle, babon faun gar nidjt bie stebe f cin. :iSm G!:ljttften~ 
tum ljanbert e13 ficlj eben nicf)t nm dnen llR!:)±lju§, fonbern um eine im ljellen 
mcljt bet &efcljidjte bedaufenbe Eelien13gefdjidjte eine13 Wcenfcf)en bon 15Ieifdj 
nnb Q3Iut, bei ber ficlj f djon bie iir±efte G!:ljrif±enljeit Ieiben; cf)aftIicf) gegen ben 
merfudj i1Jeljrt, fie in dn inl:)tljifcf)e§ ~cf)einerre6en aufauWf en. ~rof. lffiir±lj 
mag ted)t ljalien, baB, aI§! ein :iSaljrtaufenb fpii±et ba§ (Iljrif±en±um au ben 
getmanifcf)en nnh norhlfcf)en ~jjIfern fam, eine llRenge bon ~!:)mbDIen aui3 
iljter ljeibnifcljen metgangenI)eit be1111J?t ll1urbe, um fie cljtiftricf) illl rein±ev 
pte±ieren, ober auclj - unb in nodj biel griiBetem Umfaug - baf) ljeib~ 
nifcf)e ~1)mliole, ~i±±en unb &elitiiucf)e in tneiiem Umfang nn±er ber cf)tift~ 

Hcf)en DlietfIiidje fOr±IDllclj erten 0 ~{fJer ba§ iinbed au ber fcljlecljtljinnigen 
~ellif±iinhigfeit unb @;igenart ltnfet13 cljriftridjen ®Iaubens nidjti3. :iSdj betone 
aum ~djluB nOcf)mals ll1ie au 2fnfaug, baB ll1ir mit ben ll1iffenfcf)aftIicf)en 
nrgefdjicljtricf)en iYotfdjllngen ~rof. -X)ermann lffiit±lj13 nidjts au fdjaffen ljaben. 
@;13 ljanbeIt fidj filr ltU§ ltm cine 2Thll1eljr be§! bon iljm filt dne berI.orne 
norhlfdje Utaeit entll10rfenen Q3ilbe13 einet -X)eiIl.iringeneIigion ltnb iljte ~rii~ 
fen±ation an hie &egenIDart, an un13 iIljtiiten be13 i\t1Janaigften :iSaljrljunbed13, 
baB biefe lj!:)potljetifclje aItriorbifclje :iSaljre13IaufreIigion bas llrbHb ltnb ber 
UrfptUng unfetet cf)tiftIicf)en steIigion lei. Sl)agegen miljfen lnit aUf &runb 
be§ 2eugnifjes ber -X)eHigen CSdjrift einetfeiti3 unb bet steIigion13gefcljidjte 
bet llRenfcljljeit anbeterfei±s ~et:ll1aljrung einlegen." ~cf)on be13ll1egen £ann 
bfe cljtiftriclje steIigion niclj±i3 mit dner "nm.orhlfcf)en -X)eirlitinget~steIigion" 

3u tun f)alien, ll1ei! iljr "ll1er±boIlfter lffiefensfern" ba13 gerabe &egen±eH 
b.on bem ift, IDa13 aIle ljeibnifdjen llR!:)±ljen b.odj eigenHiclj au steIigionen ge
ftnItet, niimIiclj baB ±t.ot ailer iiberna±iltIicljen ,,-X)eilliringet" bet llRenfdj 
fdlift fein eigener -X)eiIl.iringer lileili± unb bon feinem eigenen ~un aUe13 
-X)ei! ljier IDie btilben abljiingig ift. ~ltt hle cljtiftHclje steIigion lenni einen 
eigentIidjen -X)eiffitinger, unb iljr Gl:ljarafteriftifum ll1at e13 je unb ie, baB fie 



aUe falfdjen ,,~eiIliringer" berj1Jorfen ~at. Iillo fie ~ingerangte, muf)ten 
bie @:Ieufinifdjen Wlt:)fterien, bie :itljammua~~fdjtar~WlL)tljen, bie pljrt:)gifdjen 
tJriiljnng~fefte uftu. ag :iteufeI~liettug unb @Satanl3bereljrung ljinfaUen. ~ai3 

tuar bie ~olje ?!fnforberung, bie bal3 @:~riftentum an aUe fteHte, bie iljm oei~ 
traten. ,,:itodjterreIigion" ift bai3 @:ljriften±um nie gel1Jefen, fonbern immer 
nur ,,~iiniginrefigion", unb atuar ,,.It:iiniginrefigion'' im @Sinne bon aoforu±er 
llTefigion. ~. :it. WI. 

,,'!lie '!leutfdJe G:baugeIifdJe ~irdje." ,,~al3 ~erfaffung~Hl)etf ber ,~eut~ 
fdjen @:bangefifdjen .It:h:dje' ift nun fertiggeiteHt unb tuurbe am 11. ~un ber~ 
iiffentridjt. ~iefe ~rdje umfa13t nun fiimtridjc liil3~erigen Ecrnbel3firdjen. 
?!fn iljrer @Spi\le tuirb ein llTeidjl3liifdjof fteljen, bem ein ,geiftridjel3 Wlini~ 
fterium' lieigegelien ift, bal3 aul3 brei :itljeologen unb einem redj±i3funbigen 
IDl:i±gficb lidj ilufammcnfett. \liudj eine ,j1~aiionaIft)nobe' ift borgefeljen, bie 
60 Wlitgliebcr aiiljlcn loll, bon benen atuei ~ritteI bon ben beutfdjen eban~ 
geIifdjen Eanbel3firdjen aul3 ben @St:)noben unb .mrdjenleitungen entfanbt 
tuerben, tuiiljrenb bal3 anbere SDritteI burdj bie ,:tieutfdje @:banaeIifdje 8Hrdje' 
lierufen tuirb aul3 ~erfiinIidjfeiten, bie fidj im firdj-lidjen :tiienft ljerbor~ 
ragenb betuiiljrt !jalien. :tiie ~erfaffung ber llTeidjl3firdje ift burdj llTeidjl3~ 
gefet bom 14. :;Sufi ancrfann± unb lieftiiiig± tDorben. @:in ~orfprudj fteljt 
an ber @Spite ber ~erfaffung, ber folgenben lillortIaut !jat: ,~n ber §±unDe. 
ba @oti unter beutfdjel3 moIf eine grof3e gefdjidj±ndje Iillenbe erIelien Iiitt, 
iJerliin::'w Fdj :;~c beut~:;~n e1J;:;::;eIifcl;::~ ~ircY;n~ in e'nrtfiiljrltncr unb ?I5011~ 
enbung ber burdj ben :tieutfdjen @:bangeIifdjen ~h:djenliunb eingeleiteten 
@:inigung au einer einigen :tieutfdjen @:bangeIifdjen .l'i'irdje. @Sie bereint 
bie au£i ber llTeformation ertuadjfenen, gieidjberedjiigt nebeneinanberfteljen~ 
ben Q)efenn±niff e in einem feierlicljen Q)unb unb b eaeug± bahurdj: ,,@: i n 
2ew unb e i n @ei]t, e i n Sj'@:rr, e i n ®raube, e i n e :it'aufe, e i n @oti 
unb ~ater un] er aUer, ber ba iii iiber aUen unb burdj aUe llnb in aUm.'" 
2.htll biefem ~otfprudj gelj± im Bufammenljang mit ben Q)eftimmungen ber 
~erfaffuna fellift flar ljetbor, bat bie neue llTeidj£ifirdje meljt fein tuill aI~ 
ein liloB iiu13erlidjer Q)unb bon Si'ircljen; fie tuill .l'i'irdje fein. :tianUl1 foU 
audj nidjt ein ~urif± ober ~ertuaUungl3oemnter, fonbern ein llTeidjllliifdjof 
an ber @Spite f±eljen. linb in ber ~erfaf1ung ljeif3t el3 (?!frt. 4, ?!fbfdjn. 1): 
,:tiie ~eu±fclje @:uangeIifdje .l'i'irdje tum bie in i~r geein±e heutfdje ebangelifdje 
@:ljriftenljeit fUr bie @:rfiiUllng Dell giitiIidjen ?!fuftragl3 ber .l'i'irdje riif±en 
1mb einfeten. @Sie ljat be£iljaIb bon ber SjeiHgen @Sdjrift unb ben tefor~ 
matorii,~en f.8cfenninilien ljer ficlj um cine einljeitIidje .z,cEItuna in ber ~rdje 
au liemiiljen unh ber fitdjIidjcn ?!frlieH Bier unb ffiidjtung au tueifen.' 

"linb aum anbern aeljt audj ba?5 anll bern ~orfprl1dj unb ber ~erfaffung 
fIar ljerbor: ~1e @:inigreit, bon ber ljier bie fficbe ift, ift ettua?5 anberell am 
bie @:inigfeit, .bie bam Iutljerifdjen Q)efenn±nil3 gemeint unb geforbert tuirb. 
~enn ba?5 Iu±ljerifdje Q)efenn±ni~ beileidjnet nidjt nut bie llTiimifdjen, fon" 
.bern auclj .bie llTeformierien crIll loIclje, bie ,anberl3 Ieljrcn' unb bellljaIb nidjt 
aIl3 ?!fugl3burger S\'onfeHionllbertuanbie anerrannt, fonbern awbriicffidj ber~ 
tuorfen tuer.ben (baL ?!frt. 10 .ber ?!fugl3liura . .\"fono. Bu ber iJon WleIandjtl)on 
geiinbertcn ?!fug§6urgifdjen ~onfeHion, 1n .ber er u. a. bie Iillorie tuegIief3: 
,~erljaIben tuirb audj .bie @egenlcljre bertuorfen', ljat fidj .bie Iu±ljerifdje 
~irdje nie liefannt; bieImeljr ljat fie lidj bon iljr au?5briiclTidj Iol3gefag±. 
@St.elje audj ben 7. ?!friifeI ber .l'i'on!orbienformeI, in bern bie reformierte Ee!jre 
bom ljeHiaen ?![benbmaljI ar~ grunDftiiraenber ~rr±um bertuorfen tuirb. ~ie 
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merfafiung bet: Steidj§firdje aber cdennt au§briicHidj bas Iu±ljerijdje, bas 
reformiene unb bas uniede j8efenntni§ ars ,gIeidjoeredjtigt' innerljalb ber 
Sfirdje an. @)i$ roirl> audj niemanb mit @lrunb beljaupten fonnen, baB in 
ben 28 Eanbe§firdjen, bie in ber Steidj§firdje 3ufammengefdjloffen finb, ,ein~ 
triidjiigfidj nadj reinem mcrf±anb baS @)bangeIium geprebig±' llJerbe, llJie e§ 
bodj bas @lrunboefenntni§ ber Iu±ljerifdjen Sfirdje, bie Ungeiinbcr±e 2(ug~~ 

burgif dje Sfonfeffion, aI~ no±ig au llJaljrer @)inigfcit ber djriftIidjen Sfirdje 
im 7. 2(rtifeI au~briicmdj unter j{Jcrufung aUf @)plj. 4 forbert. '~!3 ljat fid} 
alfo ljinfidj±ridj ber @5±elIung ber ebangeIifdjen morf!3firdjen in unferm mater~ 
{anile au @5djrift unb j8efenn±ni§ nidjiS geanben. 9htr infofern ljat fidj bie 
Eage geffiirt, ars nun audj bon ben IutljeLifdjen Eanbe§frLdjen ba!3 refor~ 
mierte j{Jefenn±ni§ unb bie Union aI!3 firdjfidj gleidjberedj±ig± offiaiell an~ 
edannt llJorben finb. ~enn audj bie Biiljrer ber lutljerifdjen Eanbesfirdjen 
ljabcn ber merfaffung ber Steidj!3firdje au!3briiclTidj iljre ,8uftimmung gegeben. 

"m5er edannt ljat unb in feinem @lellJiffen babon iiberaeugt ift, baB 
bas lutljerifdje j8efenntni!3 nidj± mn: gefdjidjtfidje ~ebeutnng ljat, fonbern 
,bie retne unb ungefaffdj±e ~arregung bes giittridjen m5or±c!3 unb m5ilIeni3' 
if±. llJeil e§ in allen @5tiicren ber Eeljre mit ber Sj eifigen @5djrift ag ber ein~ 
aigen Steger unb Stidj±fdjnur uoereinfHmmt, ber luirb bic1£ nrdjfidje @)nt~ 

llJicUung um unier;; Ileuen mone§ luiIIen nur mit 6et)meril unb ernfter Q3e~ 
forgniS anfeljen fiinnen. 2(g unfere mater bas Sfonforbienbudj, worin bie 
Q3efenntnisfdjr~f±en oer IutI)crifdjen S'firdje aUfammengefott finb. l.jeraus~ 
gabcn, ±atcn fie e§, bamit ,fiinftiglidj nidjt unreine Eef)re' in bie .l'ftrdje 
einbringe, fonbern ,etne lautere @)rffarung ber m5a~r~eit audj auf unfere 
Wadjfommen georac~t werben modjte', unb beLfidjerten in bcaltg auf bie Un~ 
geiinber±e 2(ug(lburgifdje stonfeffion bom;5aljre 1530: ,baoer llJir auclj ber~ 
mHtef(l beL @lnabe @lottes ois an unfer fcfige§: (1;nbe gebenfen illl ber~lm:en 
unb bor be111 StidjterftuljI unfer§ Sj~rrn ::5@fu ~~rifti mit frii~ndje111, un~ 
erfdjrocrenem ~:?er3en unt> @ellJijfen 3u crfdjeinen'. @lott berIeilje un§ gleidje 
@)denntniS unb gfeidje @5tanb~aftigfei± im j{Jdennen Hnb erljarte uns unb 
unfern Sfinbern fein rieoes m50rt ltllberfiirilt 1" (@b.~Eut~. Breifirdje.) 

l13rafe(l sO. @ert, @lfieb ber @SL)nobe ber @bA3utl). lSreifirdje in @5adjfen 
u. a. @5t., fdjreio± in feinem j8Iatt "Wur fefig": "Wadjbem bie merfaffung 
ber neuen ,~eutfdjen '@)bangefifdjen Sfirdje' bon ben mertre±ern ber j8e~ 

~iirben aller moU(lfirdjen einitimmig angenommen llJorben unb burdj ein 
Steiclj§gef e~ ftaatridj anerfanni llJorben ift, ift fie nunmeljr in Sfraf± ge~ 

±re±en. ~amit iff bie neue Steidjsfirdje, all ber fiimtridje 28 moIfsfircljen 
ilHfammengefaf3t finb, bie ,rut~erifdjen', ,refoLmierien' Hnb ,unieden', nun~ 
meljr Statfadje gellJorben. . .. IDledllJiirbig ifi, bat in ber neuen Steidj§~ 
firdje bas ht±~erifcl.je unb bas rcformierie unb bas uniede j8erenn±nis 
gfeidjberedjtigt 3ufammengefaB± llJerben. ~aB man in ~eU±fdjlanb neben 
bem IUil.jerifdjen unb reformier±en audj nodj ein brUtes, ,aus ber mefor~ 
mation erlnadjfenes', bas uniene j{Jcfenntnis, lja±ie, ~at man fJis~er gar 
nidjt gettJuBt. 2(0er bas DIdb± Clltdj minber bJidj±ig. ~ieie iRamen bei ben 
einoefncn moff§firdjen: Iu±l-Jerifdj, reformien, unien, llJaren ja audj bgl-Jer 
nur Ieete m5or±e unb finb ie~t erft redjt in~ar±reere m5orte. ~amit mogen 
ficlj benn bie weiter 6ef djiiftigen unb ~erumf±reiten, bie foIdje m50nftreite 
!ieben .... 

,,2(rtifeI 1 ber neuen merfajfung fpridj± fidj Hoer ben j{Jefenntni(lftanb 
ber neuen Sfirdje fo aU(l: ,~ie unantaftfJare @lrunbIage ber ~eu±fdjen @)ban~ 
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geIifd]en Sfird]e ift .ba~ Q;bangerium bon :iSCffu~ [~riftus, rote e~ uns in .ber 
~eHigen <Sd]rift beaeugt unb in ben ~Jefenntniffen ber meformation neu 
ans md]t getreten ift. ~ierburd] roerben bie !Sorrmad]tcn, beren Die llird]e 
flir i~re <Senbung bebarf, beftimmt unb begrenat.' :r>iefer )8efenntni;:;~ 
l'aragtap~ ift einfiimmig bon arren 52anbe~fird]en angenommen; roeDer bie 
,:r>eutfd]en [~riften' nod] i~re @egner bei ben ~a~len, ber l8erennerbunb 
ober bie jungreformatorifd]e l8ewegung ober roie fie ficfj nenmn, fjaben baran 
ehuas ausaufetcn gefunben. ~ii~renb bor ae~n ~afjren, ar;:; bie preutifd]e 
Sfird]enberfaffung beraten unb befd]loffen rourbe, Die ~ofi±iben nod] ber~ 
fud]ten, ben l8efenntntspatagrapfjen ber !Scrfaffung einigermaten fd]rift" 
gemiit au geftalten, roii~tenb bamaI~ bariiber nod] ein S"l'aml'f entftanlJ, ifi 
jett feine mebe mefjr babon gewefen. :r>er l8efenn±niBparagtapfj ber muen 
meid]sfird]e ift fo fotmuIiert, toie es ficlj ber fitd]Iiclje mbetalismuB fiingit 
gewiinfd]± ~at - bas CfbangeIium bon :iSCffuB 0:fjtiftu~ ift nut ag @runb~ 
lage, niclj± ar~ midj±fd]nur flir Die llird]e genann±; e~ ift burd] feinen Bufat 
(etwa Cfbangefium bon bem flir un§ gerreuilig±en unb auferftanbenen 0:fjriftU§) 
niifjcr biblifd] beftimmt, fonbern gana ilroeibeutig unb unbeftimmt geIaffen, 
10 bat fid] jebrr barunter bcnfcn fann, !DaB er roill. Cf§ ift nicljt bie S)etrige 
<Sd]rif± 2rr±en unb il1euen 5tef±amen±i3 ar~ @runbIage ber S"l'ird]e genann±, 
fonbern nut ba:~ in ifjt ,beaeug±e' Cfbangelium. CfB finb nid]t bie l8efenn±ni§~ 
fcljriftcn ber reforma±orifcljen .ftcrcljen (S"I'a±ed]iBll1U§ ufro.), roeber im arrge~ 
mdnen nod] namentHd], alB @runblage bet: S'Hrd]rn mef]r gencmnt. ~ier 

ljat ber firclj[id]e mberaIiBl11u&, ber aUe ®runbroru)u)wen beB lJ.)l_'1tfid]en 
®raubens Ieugnet, an entfd]eibenber <Sterre eine11 biilligen <Sieg errungen, 
o'fjne ba\3 ifjm bon arren ben ,52u±fjeranern' unb ,~ofitiben' unb ,l8efenner~ 
fliinben' unb ben @emeinfd]aften in ben 52anbei3fird]en aud] nur e i n e r 
miberfprod]en ljiiite. ~ict 4e~rfcljt affo Llugenfd]einHclj bon Den l8efcnner~ 
!Jiinben ber ®emeinfd]aften unb ben !Ser±te±ern ber jungreforl11a±orifd]en 
'Q)eloegung biB au ben fircljHd] mberalen unbbi§ ijlt ben ,~eutfd]en (§;'fjtif±en' 
'fjin cine biiITigeCfinigrei±. ... 

"Wlt± ben ,:r>eu±fd]en 0:fjrif±en' ift in ben 52anbe~fird]en, roai3 52efjre unb 
@Iauben, lnaB bte <Sterrung aur <Sd]rift, aud] ijum WHen 5l::ef±amen±, unb 
au ben Iutfjerifcljen l8efenntniffen anbe±riffi, burcljau§ uid]t§ il1eue& fjinau~ 

gefommen, loie bai3 ~euie fertfamerroeife bide benfen. :iSn ben 52anbeB~ 
fircljen unb in ber meid]~fird]e fommt je~t nur aur !Sorrenbung, roaB fid] 
feit ~afjraefjnten in ifjnen en±roiCfert 'fjat unb roa§ einmal aur !Sorrenbung 
l'ommen nnt\3±e. :r>iejenigen 0:fjrif±en, bie auB @lauben Hnb @eroiffen Mefe 
CfntlniCflung uid]t mitmad]en fiinnen, bie bei bem aften Cfbangelium ltnb 
bem aUen Iu±ljerifd]en 'Q)efenniniB blewen worren unb l11iifien, bie aud] 
an unB je~t bieI mit {Yragen ljeran±reien, feien beBljalli mit arrem Cfrnf± 
auf einB fjingetoief en: Cf~ fjat flit fie gar feinen Broecr, e±roa ie~t mit bem 
'l8efennerbuub ober ciner (""bern @ruppe gegen bie ,:r>eutfd]en (§;'fjrif±en' au 
fiimpfen. ~enn ba ift ja gar fein @Iauben§famPf. . .. {yiir Mejenigen 
(§;'fjriften, Me hle CfntwicUung ber 52anbei3fird]en unb ber neuen meid]§fird]e 
au§ @lau!ien unb ®eroiffen nid]t mitmad]en fiinnen, bie !jet ber reinen 52eljre 
be~ )illorte§ @otte§ 2lUen unb il1euen 5teftamentB ltnb bei bem orten rut'fje~ 

rifd]en l8efeun±ni~ blewen worren unb miiffen, bleibt 'fjeu±e nur e i n e 
lmiiglid]feit, ba\3 fie fid] naclj @otteB ~ort bon ber neuen meid]Bfirclje 
fd]eiben unb gefdJieben 'fjarten, bat fie fid] in einer felliftanbigen roirflid]en 
')8efenntni0fird]e, in roirffid]en l8efenntni~gel11einben, um @otte~ )illort 
jammeIn .... " 


