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Book Comments 
THE CHRISTOLOGY OF EARLY JEWISH CHRISTIANITY. By 

Richard N. Longnecker, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Reprint 
Edition. 1981. 178 pages. Paper. $5.95. 

ProbabIy because o f a  strong Pauline influence in Western theology, not that 
must attention has been given to the earliest form of Christianityas it was known 
in Jerusalem and itsenvirons in the very first decades of the church's history. Not 
only does Kistemaker identify particular strands of Jewish Christianity in the 
New Testament, but finds it ~hristological in its content with its own vibrancy 
and vitality. Amongthe familiar themes traceable to Jewish Christianity are the 
eschatological Mosaic prophet, the Name, the Righteous One, the Shepherd and 
the Lamb, the Rejected Stone, and descent and ascent theme. Many of the 
famous Pauline hymns to  Christ come from Jerusalem. Baker is to be 
commended for making Kistemaker's study available again. 

THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND JESUS CHRlST AFTER AUSCHWITZ. 
By Jakob Jocz. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 1981.273 pages. 
Paper. $9.95. 

The sub-title, "A Study in the Controversy between Church and Synagogue," 
is more informative of the book's real purpose of describing how Christians and 
Jews regard each other after the holocaust of World War 11. In no way does Jocz 
suggest that the conversion of the Jews t o  Christianity is improper. Quite to the 
contrary, this is a necessity, albeit that  the church should be more cognizant of 
and sympathetic to the Jewish plight. Of interest to our readers is the section on 
how Jews today regard Jesus (pp. 102-1 IS). On the one hand, there is The 
Disputation by an anonymous English rabbi who saw Jesus as "mentally 
unbalanced and suffering from 'delusions of grandeur' " and on the other, Rabbi 
Hershel J. Matt who cannot categorically rule out Jesus' resurrection. He 
suggests that both Jews and Christians work together as both synagogue and 
church are waitingfor the ultimate redemption. Some Jewish scholars recognize 
that Pharisaic Judaism was not the only form and view early Christianity as 
simply another sect within it. The matter of Christians and Jews is approached 
from all angles, including more precisely identifying Judaism and answering the 
question of who is a Jew. Fascinating reading throughout, it should really be 
appreciated by pastors who make their witness to Christ within predominantly 
Jewish populations. 

TONGUES AND SPIRIT-BAPTISM. By Anthony A. Hoekema. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 1981. 159 pages and 101 pages. Paper. 
$6.95. 
Baker has combined into one reprint edition Professor Hoekerna's What 

About Tongue Speaking? ( 1966) and Holy Spirit Baptism ( I  972). In the first a 
history of the movement is combined with Biblical and theological evalations. 
The Calvin Seminary professor emeritus avoids a dogmatic tone and seems to be 
pleading with charismatics to  reevaluate some of their positions. Exegetically 
the question of whether Acts and I Corinthians speak to the same phenomenon 
is left open. Charismatics are faced squarely with the problem of whether or not 
they have really created two Ievels of Christians. The second book. though 
addressed to the  ~ ~ a r i s m a t i c  problem, is more deliberately exegetical. The Acts 
events, e.g., Penttxost and the preaching to  Cornelius, are salvation events and 
should not be considered ~ ~ n v e r s i o n  examples. A point well made is that, even 
granting that the S~lnt m y  be present with certain gifts. the possessor can still 
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be offending Him. A pastor wrestling with this problem in his congregation 
should find Hoekema's approach useful. 

THE BIBLE MAKES SENSE. By Walter Brueggemann. John Knox Press, 
Atlanta, 1977. 155 pages. $3.95. Paper. 

Professor Brueggemann, Professor of Old Testament and Dean of Academic 
Affairs at Eden Theological Seminary in Webster Groves, Missouri, author of 
Tradition for Crisis, In Man We Trust, and The Vitality of Old Testament 
Traditions, presents in this book more higher-critical interpretations of the 
Bible. Eden's academic dean believes that in this volume the Christian reader is 
provided with opportunity to understand and study the Scriptures as dialogue 
with God by offering a readable, livable exposition of the Scriptures. In ten 
chapters Brueggemann offers suggestions for reflection and discussion of 
particular passages for which he has provided outlines for study and thoughtful 
reading. This book reflects the theological views of a scholar who is totally 
committed to the historical-critical movement, which follows a system of 
Biblical interpretation completely different from that to be found in any 
traditional book on Biblical interpretation. Basic rules of interpretation that 
formerly were considered axiomatic are completeIy jettisoned. The data of 
Scriptures are looked at through the glasses of a method of interpretation that 
can read anything it wishes into a text or make a text say anything it wishes. 
Passages completely unrelated are brought together, the literal meaning of 
verses abandoned, miracles and prophecy rejected, and pet prejudices read into 
a text. The volume is a good example of what happens to Biblical interpretation 
when one follows the books suggested to the reader so that he can "nurture the 
historical imagination* (the subject of chapter 2). The Bible Makes Sense may 
make sense to those who do not abide by the literal interpretation of the Bible, 
but in many instances makes no sense when one follows time-honored 
hermeneutical principles. 

THEMES IN OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY. By William Dyrness. 
Intervarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois, 1979. 251 pages. Paper. $5.95. 

William Dyrness, Associate Professor of Theology at the Asian Theological 
Seminary in Manila, believes that to study the New Testament without a 
background in the Old is like listening to the last movement of a symphony. He 
avers the Bible student must begin at the beginning otherwise he will miss the 
sense of the developing themes and their subtle variations. The music of the Bible 
will only be adequately and completely appreciated when the reader also pays 
attention to its earlier movements. Many scholarly books have been written on 
Old Testament theology, in a few cases approaching to 800 and 900 pages 
(Eichrodt, von Rad). Written to meet a need for his Asian students, Dyrness has 
dealt with a set of important Old Testament themes. The following are the 
themes to which he has devoted about an average of 15 pages a piece: the self- 
revelation of God, thenature of God, creation and providence, man and woman, 
sin, covenant, law, worship, piety, ethics, wisdom, the Spirit of God, prophecy, 
and the hope of IsraeI. Dyrness claims to be conservatively oriented, but states 
early in his book that he had used materials and adopted views of such Old 
Testament scholars as Eichrodt, von Rad, Jacob Koehler, Childs, Mohwinckel, 
Robinson, Rowley, Zimmerli, Wright. The reader will also find references t o  E. 
Young, Kaiser, Moms, Davidson, Oehler, Vos, and others. In some respects 
Dyrness has been influenced by the views of critical scholars. He seems to believe 
that there are two different creation accounts. that the patriarchs were not awe 
monotheists, that the Old Testament did not have a doctrine of the resurrection 



and was not clear on t h e  deity of the Holy Spirit or the Triune nature of God. 
Despite these deficiencies a n d  others which might have k e n  cited, it is a useful 
and helpful book when used by disrriminating readers. 

JOHN FREDERJCK BuENGER. By C.F.W. Walther. Translated from the 
German and edited by Karl W. Keller. Privately published. Paper. 28 pages. 
1980. Donation requested- 

John Frederick Buenger was One of the pioneer pastors of the Lutheran 
Church-~issour i  Synod. His impressive ministry caused Dr. C.F. W. Walther to 
write a brief biography o f  him in German which was published in 1882 by F. 
DeWette bf s t .  Louis. W e  a re  now in debt to the late Karl W. Keller for an 
English translation, m a d e  in 1973, and to the Rev. Martin Keller (1340 Gray 
Avenue, Apartment 53, Yuba City, California 95991) for the production and 
distribution of the text i n  a n  attractive format. Those desiringcopies of this work 
of classic Missouri Lutheranism may secure them by corresponding uith Pastor 
Keller. This venerable father in the faith writes, "We have set no price for this 
booklet. We shall, however, accept donations gladly as our congregation is few 
in number." 

VAN TIL AND THE U S E  O F  REASON. By Thorn Notaro. Presbyterian 
and Reformed Publishing Company, Phillipsburg, New Jersey. 136 pages. 
Paper. $3.75. 

Cornelius Van XI'S apologetic is itself defended against Pinnock's charge of 
fideism. Van Ti1 is said t o  hold to presuppositional evidence, thus denying the 
value of bare facts for  t h e  apologetic task. For Van Til's opponents the facts 
speak for themselves, against which he contends that facts never exist in a 
meaningless vacuum. Like al l  Reformed theologians, Van Ti1 sees the regenerate 
mind,  i-e., a Christian wi th  the right presuppositions, as interpreting all events 
properly. The Deus abscondirus is blurred with Deus revelatus. Van Til, 
however, could be right i n  debunking his detractors' claim that facts speak for 
themselves. 

THE FORMATION OF THE RESURRECTION NARRATIVES. By 
Reginald H. Fuller. SPCK, London, 1971; reprint edition, Fortress Press, 
Philadelphia, 1980. Paper. 225 pages. $5.95. 

A middle ground between a direct denial of the resurrection and an 
affirmation of it as ano ther  event in history is attempted, but without success. 
According to Fuller, t h e  church preaches the Easter message and not the Easter 
facts. b this really different from what Bultmann and Barth have said? The 
resurrection is seen as an eschatological perspective and a foundation event of 
history, but is not really historical as subjer~ to investigation. 1 Corinthians 15 is 
seen as the earliest record with Mark adding such legendary material as the 
empty tomb and the  appearances of angels. A preface to to 1980 edition 
mentions with some favor  that J.A.T. Robinson finds evidence for the 
resurrection in the S h r o u d  in  Turin. But if this is so, then it must be open to 
historical investigation. T h e  examination of texts is careful and an appendix of 
apocryphal accounts i s  a bonus. 

THE PASTORAL EPISTLES. By J.H. Bernard. Cambridge University 
Press, Cambrid~. 1899; reprint edition* Baker Book House, 1980. Paper. 280 
pages. $6.95. 

Most of the book, 192 pass, is devoted to a urefui analysis of the text, 
included in its entirety. The introduction of 78 pages gim evidence for the 
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Pauline authorship and favors on grammatical grounds a distinction between 
episcopos and presbyteros (contra Lightfoot). On 2 Timothy 336 uevery 
Scripture inspired by God" is preferred to "A11 Scripture is inspired by God." 
Luther is correctly mentioned as support for what is considered today the less 
conservative view. 

MAKING GOOD MARRIAGES BETTER. By kokrt D. Dale and Carrie 
Kondy Dale. Broadman Press, Nashville 1978. 135 pages. Cloth. 

The authors give the reader an overview of how to start his own marriage 
enrichment group. Their assumption is that those who are mamtd want to make 
their marriages better. and they outline their method as a form of prevention of 
marriage tragedies. One good point is made that is worth repeating: "We believe 
that only the two persons in a martiage relationship can take responsibility for 
the growth of that relationship." This is important since so many seem to blame 
"othersw for their marital woes and take few steps to  resolve them. The authors 
offer no "cures" other than those that the partners themselves wish to 
administer. They cover such areas as family portraits, communication, and 
transactional anaIysis. 

The exercises are concise enough for a person to get involved and have a 
reasonably decent experience. The style is simple enough, but this reviewer gets 
the feeling that this book is quite insufficient to equip just anyone to start a 
marriage enrichment program. It does give one an idea, however, of what it isall 
about. One gets the impression that the authors were tryingto usea style similar 
to Satir's in Peoplemaking, but forgot that she did not attempt to go into the 
area of dynamics. She tried to explain what she meant without trying to make 
each person a "junior counselor." 

KEEPING A GOOD THING GOING: MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT 
EXERCISES FOR CHRISTlAN COUPLES. By Stephen J. Carter and 
Charles W. McKinney. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri, 1979. 
48 pages. Paper. 

This is a short booklet with thirteen exercises designed to make a good 
marriage better. according to the authors. They go on to state that the leader of 
these groups need not be trained or especially skilled to conduct the groups, but 
need only avoid the urge to teach (talk too much). They also state that following 
a rigid schedule is unnecessary. From this reviewer's viewpoint the exercises are 
a bit too shallow to be of much value. They are more like outlines with the 
assumption that "something" will happen in the process. The idea of playing the 
same game over and over is not very appealing More detailed exercises could 
have been given for real enrichment. There seems to be little space to discuss 
what went on since the last session unless it is assumed that this is part of the 
agenda. On the plus side the authors have good scriptural references and 
emphasize prayer. This in itself could enrich many marriages by reminding the 
partners who really started marriage and who wants to bless the sameunion. The 
topical arrangement is good but not developed enough. The style is clear and 
easy to understand. It seems to this reviewer that the leader should have some 
skills besides a previous workshop experience, since dealing with marriages 
requires something of a skill in itself, if it is to be done properly. Properly 
handled, this booklet could be useful. 

THE WEDDED UN MOTHER. By Kaye Halverson. Augburg Publishing 
House. 3-41 nneapolis, 1980. 128 pages. Paper. S3.95. 

The book is one of many dealing with the problem of infertility. The author 
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does a splendid job of lettingthe reader identify with a person who badly wants a 
child only to find out that it is not possible biologically. She deals with the denial 
of this fact, the resentment, the bitterness, the "slurs" of others, the loneliness, 
the isolation, and the on-going anger. The book is excellent for the pastor, who 
will undoubtedly come in contact with many couples who a re  childlesscontrary 
to their own choice. One of the good points of the book is the way in which the 
author expresses herself as a Christian without the anticipated "holy talk." She 
acts like any other Christian in the face of adversity and thinks those unpleasant 
thoughts that most experience. but manages to come back t o  her faith. No, this 
is not one of those books where all comes out well if you only "hang in therew in 
an unrealistic sense, but it is a book of faith, of how one woman faced her God 
and herself and learned to reshape some goals that threatened her very being. 
For the person who has never thought of those who are infertile, this is a good 
start to understand better their world -and ours -and to consider how we can 
be of more help to each other. 

EXTENDED FAMILY: COMBINING AGES IN CHURCH EX- 
PERIENCE. By Lela Hendrix. Broadman Press, Nashville, Tennessee, 1979. 
140 pages. Paper. 

This book seems to proceed from successful experience in trying to help the 
church to minister better to the needs of all ages. As Hendrix puts it, "Extended 
FamiIy meant all ages together not all ages segregated" (p. 15). She tries to speak 
to the obvious problem in our society of how we have separated people by ages 
and are now suffering from a type of isolation. Her use of the term "extended 
family" is defined a bit differently than in normal usage and really refers to the 
extended spiritual family, not just the biological family. "In the spiritual family 
system of a Christian, the extended family is a small family group within the 
church family." Again, "The church family is a smaller version of the family of 
God." Her goal seems to be to make everyone count in this extended family, 
contrary to some of the traditions of many churches. Another goal seems to be to 
get rid of the "gap" (age-wise) in social relationships and allow all in the church 
family to be supportive of one another. Such points are well takenand do remind 
the reader of the purpose of the church's goal: Make people part oft he family of 
God. The author feels that current church practices merely make people 
members of an organization, not of a family. She offers a program to develop a 
real closeness in the spiritual family. 

Her main points should not be minimized even if one dislikes the way shegoes 
about accomplishing her goaIs. 

ISLAM: A SURVEY O F  MUSI-IM FAITH. By C. George Fry and James R. 
King. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Paper. 157 pages. S5.95. 

The turn of events in the last decade has brought the civilized world back at 
least a half of a millenium to a time when the Western Christian and the Eastern 
Muslim worlds stood at direct odds with each other. King, a professor at 
Wittenberg University in Ohio, and Fry, a member of our faculty here at Fort 
Wayne, have teamed up to give us an immediately usable introduction to what 
most of us would call "Mohammedanism." Islam is not merely a religion, but a 
religion set within a specific culture. This connection is explored by the writers. 
The reader is introduced to Islam as a political phenomenon, the prophet 
Muhammed, his message, Muslim practices, and the divisions or 
"denominationsn within Islam. The authors point out that suchcentra-al Christian 
ducrrines as the inc2rnation and the atonement are simply incomprehensive 
within the Muslim system. The hands of teachers are everywhere in this survey. 
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Photographs are provided so that the learners do  not have to  rely only on their 
imagination for a picture of the Muslim world. Doctrines are elucidated by 
diagrams. This book should go a long way in introducing us to a world which is 
not really known to us, but which continues to affect all of us. 

THE TEXT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. By Ernst Wurthwein. Translated 
by Errol F. Rhodes. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids. 
1979. 244 pages plus 49 plates. Cloth. $8.95. 

This translation by Rhodes is based on the expanded and thoroughly revised 
fourth edition of Der Text des AIten Testaments (Stuttgart, 1973). At many 
points the English edition has been further supplemented with more recent 
bibliographicd references. The text of the Old Testament is based on the new 
Biblia Hehraica Sr~;tgartmsia. Wurthwein, Professor df Old Testament at the 
University of Marburg, West Germany, presents not merely the basic facts 
concerning the text, but also some insights into the most important textual 
problems that the student of the Hebrew text faces. In Part I the author surveys 
all the available witnesses to the text with a study of the transmission of the text 
in the original languages. Included in this part are chapters dealing with the 
script and written materials, the Massoretic text, and the Samaritan Pentateuch. 
Part I1 gives a survey of translations of the original language, with chapters on 
the Septuagint, the Aramaic Targums, and the Syriac version. After a discussion 
fo the primary translations Wurthwein presents pertinent mate ria!^ on the Old 
Latin, Coptic, Ethiopic, Armenian, Arabic, and the Latin Vulgate. Part I I1 takes 
up the causes of textual corruption, the aims and procedures of textual criticism, 
and psychological aspects of textual criticism. 

The volume includes forty-nine plates of inscriptions and manuscripts, with 
preference given t o  those less accessible, and a chart of the Hebrew alphabet. The 
Text of the Old Testament is an indispensable tool for informed teaching and 
critical research. It is a suitable guide to the person who needs t o  handle the 
delicate problems that arise in connection with the determination of the most 
authentic text of the Scriptures of the Old Testament. 

ISRAEL AND THE ARAMEANS OF DAMASCUS. By Merrill F. Unger. 
Introduction by Kenneth L. Barker. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 1980. 
189 pages. Paper. S.5.95. 

This is a reprint of an adaptation of Memll Unger's doctoral dissertation a t  
the John Hopkins University, written under W.F. Albright. This reprint was 
originally published by James Clark in Great Britain in 1957. In this work Dr. 
Unger clarifies one of the most misunderstood epochs of Old Testament history 
- the period from 900 B.C., when the Arameans rose to power in Damascus, t o  
732 B.C., when the city-state of Damascus was conquered by the Assyrians. 
Archaeology has shed a world of light on the ancient Near Eastern world in 
which Israel lived. In the introduction Kenneth L. Barker of Dallas Theological 
Seminary lists the pertinent books and journal articles that haveappeared in the 
last twenty some years since tne priblicltion of Unger's dissertation. In a few 
cases, as Barker points out, more recent scholarship has modified some of the 
conclusions drawn in Unger's helpful book, which Cyril J. Barber in The 
Minister's Library has classed as  "an authoritative work." Dr. Unger recently 
died, calling to a halt a career rich in contributions to  teaching, lecturing and 
writing. 
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DANIEL IN THE CRITICS' DEN. By Josh McDowell. Campus c r u s a d e  for 
Christ International. San Bernardino, 1979. 148 pages. cloth. S8.95-  

Since the third century A.D. critics have maligned the k o k  of Daniel. despite 
its acceptance by Jews and Christians as part of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
With thecoming ofthe Age of Rationalismand the adoption ofthe various types 
of criticism that also characterizes the new hermeneutic, the ~~~k of Daniel has 
been assigned to the Maccabean period, to about 165 B c me book is 
considered historical fiction. Many different arguments have Len advanced 
against the historicity of the events of Daniel: (I .) It is impossible for any person 
to ~redict  the future happening of world and church historre (2.1 T h e  book's 
historical narratives contain serious historical blunders. (3.) he l i  n g u i s t i ~  style 
and foreign words indicate lateness of composition. Old Testament professors 
who teach these assertions as facts, therefore, question the relia bilitv of the 
Bible. the foundation of the Christian faith. 

The writings of scholars like Robert Dick Wilson, b u t f l o w e r ,  ~ ~ m a u c h i .  
Young, Archer, Harrison, Allis, D.J. Wiseman, Whitcomb have k e n  consulted 
by McDoweIl in the composition of this volume. On this basis McDowell 
examines the critical arguments and refutes them. McDowel] defends Daniel's 
~uthorship, authenticity, and inspiration as ably as he suppons the Christian 
faith and Scriptures. The author, a travelling representative of Campus Crusade 
International, who has lectured to an estimated five million students o n  more 
than 500 campuses in 53 countries is the writer of the best-selling books Evidence 
That Demands a Verdict and More Evidence That Demands a P'erdict, two 
excellent apologetic books defending the Bible against its critics. The 
bibliography is extensive and supporters of the trustworthiness of God's  Word 
will find it helpful in learning about the problems and the answers as f o u n d  in the 
scholarly conservative Old Testament literature. 

ARCHIVES AND HISTORY: MINUTES AND REPORTS OF THE 
FOURTEENTH ARCHIVISTS' AND HISTORIANS' CONFERENCE.  
Edited by August R. Suelflow. Concordia Historical Institute and the 
Department of Archives and History, The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
St. Louis, 1977. 158 pages. Paper. $4.00. 

This unique publication is the written record of the fourteenth regular 
Conference on Archives and History sponsored by the Concordia Historical 
Institute, November 24,1977. It contains twelve "Technical Papers" o f  primary 
interest to archivists (pertaining to record retention, selection. evaluation). six 
"Historical Papers" essentially of an ethnic or regional nature (covering topics as 
diberse as "Boll Weevils, Baptists, and Black Religion.""l-he 1-ut heran  Wends." 
and "What Happened in New England"), the "Devotions," the "Minutes," and 
the 'Committee Reportsw of the Conference. Those concerned with preserving 
and reporting the heritage of the church will find this volume helpful.  

A CENTURY O F  PROTESTANT THOUGHT. By Alasdair 1-C. Heron. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1980. 229 pages. Paper. $8.95. 

In the preface the author confesses that the title is a little less than accurate in 
that he handles theology from the eighteenth century Enlightenment to 
Moltmann's theology of hope. A section on the theology of revolution is 
missing. Heron. lecturer in systematic theology at the ~niveni ty  of Edinburgh 
and edit or of the Seotti.~h Jourtzal of Theology. presents an utterly readable 
survey of the development of theology to the present. The malor a t fent ion is 
given, howevcr, to the modem especially Banh and Bultmann. This must 
be deemed one of the more useful survep, since Heron has ax to grind and 
takes no sides. 
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CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN RECENT TIMES: CHRISTIANITY IN 
THE NINETEENTH AND TWENTIETH CENTURIES. By Roy A. Suelflow. 
Concordh Publishing House, St. Louis, Missouri, 1980. 248 p a p .  Paper. 
s5.95. 

Until his untimely death early in 1981 Roy Suelflow was one of the most 
distinguished historians of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. To any task 
Roy brought an enormous amount of academic expertise (with two earned 
doctorates, both a Ph.D. and a Th.D.), wide experience (with long residence in 
China giving him a compelling knowledge of both Asian studies and 
rnissiology), and an amazing gift for synthesis. These talents are reflected in the 
book at hand. A masterpiece of compression, Christian Churches in Recent 
Times is a narrative survey of the major men and movements in world 
Christianity since the Congress of Vienna (1815) from a traditional Lutheran 
point of view. Attention is given to both Protestant and Catholic forms of 
Christianity, the churches in the West, the East, and the Third World, faith and 
life, the sacred and the secular. This volume will probably long be in print, 
saving as a living literary memorial to an historian and missiologist, who, 
thou@ no longer physically in our midst, "yet speaketh." 

ASIAN CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY: EMERGING THEMES. Edited by 
Doughs J. Elwood. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1980. 342 pages. Paper. 
$14.95. 

It has been said that the Christian movement has constantly moved Westward 
- Israel to Italy, then to England and Germany, Spain and Scandinavia, and 
finalIy to the Americas. The advance toward the sun has continued so that now 
the "Far West" of the Christian Churches is the "Far East." This useful 
anthology of literature from the East Asian Churches is edited by Douglas J. 
Elwood, Professor of Christian Theology at Silliman University Divinity School 
in the Philippines. A revised edition of What Asian Christians Are Thinking, this 
book is organized into seven units - -  one on theology, another on  "Man in 
Nature and History," and subsequent sections on "Christ and the Christian 
Life," 'Theology of Christian Mission," "Theology of Religious Pluralism," 
"Theology of Development and Liberation," and "Theological Statements of 
Asian Churches and Other Christian Group." A bibliography provides further 
suggestions for study and research. For those interested in the church of Asia 
this cornplation of materials will be of enormous vaIue. Some of the essays are 
disturbing, some provocative, some imaginative, some constructive - none of 
them ddl .  

THE LUTHERAN HISTORICAL CONFERENCE: ESSAYS AND 
REPORTS, 1978. Edited by August R. Suelflow. Lutheran Historical 
Conference, St. Louis, 1979. 136 pages. Paper. $7.50. 

Volume VIII of the Essays and Reports of the Lutheran Historical Conference 
has proven to be no disappointment. A satisfying smorgasbord of historica1 fare 
is offered readers hungry for information on the Lutheran past. Continuing a 
pattern established in previous volumes, this edition of Essays and Reports 
honors institutions and individuals on the occasion of significant anniversaries. 
Bob W~ederaenders traces the story of "Wartburg Seminary Through 125 
Years," Don Huber explores "The Galesburg Rule: Occasion for Theological 
~onf'lict and Clarification in Nineteenth Century Lutheranism," and August 
Suelflow examines "The Confluences of Our Conference." Four fdmous 
Lutherans are given biographical sketches, as W i h  Fritz reviews t& life of 
"G-D- kmheirn, Histurioppher of Southern Lutheranism," James S. Hamre 
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studies "Goerg Sverdrup: A Theologian 'In League with the Future,' " Roy 
Suelflow looks at "Franz August Otto Pieper: Orthodoxist or Confessionalist?' 
and Richard Baur evaluates "Paul Henkel, Pioneer Lutheran Missionary." 
Workshop presentations are included, with James Albers focusing on research, 
Don Huber on a commission on resources, Edward Frederich on publication, 
Nice Kendrick on oral history, and Walter Dalb on technical matters. 

TIME FOR EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN: ON THE LIFE AND 
TIMES O F  V. L. STUMP. Compiled and edited by Ruth Stump Whittenburg. 
Philosophical Library, New York, 1980. 363 pages. Cloth. $1 7.50. 

V. L. Stump was editor of the Evangelical Visitor (1918-1942), official 
periodical of the Brethren in Christ Church. This anthology and biogfaphy 
compiled and edited by his daughter, Ruth Stump Whittenburg, provides an 
introduction to his life and thought. Organized into six "books," it explores 
Stump's calling, family life, later years, thoughts on theological topics, 
convictions concerning Christian living, and concludes with a miscellany of 
parables, news, and views. The "herculean task" of collecting this material 
indicates why Ruth Whittenburg was also qualified to serve on the editorial stall 
of Encyclopedia Britannica. This volume provides helpful primary source 
material for those working in American Free Church history. 

THEOLOGY AND REVOLUTION IN THE SCOTTISH REFORMA- 
TION: STUDIES IN THE THOUGHT OF JOHN KNOX. By Richard 
Greaves. Wm. B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1980.280 pages. Paper. 
$10.95. 

Knox's theology is divided into four parts: prolegomena, church, government, 
and comrn-mity. As Reformed theology is more concerned with the restruc- 
turing of society than Lutheran, perhaps Knox was more successful than his 
counterparts on the continent. Though the author disclaims any pretentions of 
providing a systematic study of the Scottish reformer's thought, he actually does 
this and sets the thought of Knox within the particular historical circumstances. 
As with most Reformed theology, predestination is the pre-eminent issue. In the 
section on authority mention is made of the Reformed understanding of the Old 
and New Testaments as almost separate authorities, while Luther is saidto read 
the Old in the light of the New. Thus the Reformed find a political manifesto 
from the Old Testament which Lutherans, of course, repudiate. Actually it is not 
quite accurate to  say that Lutherans read the Old in the light of the New; rather 
they believe that the Old Testament was Christocentric even before the New 
came along. Several items can be extracted from Knox's thought for special 
mention. Though reformer of Scotland, he seemed more concerned about the 
events in England and had no real scruples, just political fear, about accepting an 
offer to become the Anglican bishop of Rochester. With his views about the 
male-female relationship in the divine economy, Knox had real scruples about 
Elizabeth serving as queen. Greaves is thorough and easy to read. 

ISSUES O F  THEOLOGICAL CONFLICT. EVANGELICALS AND 
LIBERALS. By Richard J. Coleman. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
1980. 282 pages. 

It is the author's stated hope "to define the issues as both evangelicals and 
liberals understand them, and to stimulate and encourage dialogue that faces the 
issues squarely." The book is a considerably revised version of an earlier (1972) 
title by the same name. Because internecine strife has gone on both within the 
likral mmp and also within fundamentalism during the last decade or two, the 
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author hopes that the two sides might now sit down and face up to  the differences 
which have kept them apart, for the sake of the Christian message which they 
both say that they love. Criticism is leveled at both extremes, liberalism and 
fundamentalism; the proposal is to  rediscover the so-called middle ground 
which might bring the two sides together for dialogue, for repentance, and for 
renewed ecumenical.outreach or evangelism. There is value for the reader in the 
survey which Coleman provides of the past twenty-five years of theologizing. 
Evident is his attachment t o  neoorthodoxy's and neoevangelicalism's influence 
during this period. Thus Karl Barth comes in for a good word once again, as do 
some of his interpreters, like G. C. Berkouwer, who turned a more receptive ear 
to  the Basel professor once he had come to know him personally and to  respect 
his theological effort to do scientific theology, this is, mesh what he called the 
Bible's witness wiih historical criticism's "findings." In line with this slant on 
things, fundamentali~~n of the usual stripe comes in for sharp criticism, with the 
preference going rather to the enlightened sort, as represented today by Carl F. 
Henry. This may all be to the good for the Lutheran theologian, who stands 

I 

opposed to the liberal, on the one hand, and to the fundamentalist, on the other, 
though the Lutheran adheres to the five "fundamentalsn (Scripture's inspiration 
and inerrancy, Christ's resurrection, miracles, vicarious atonement, virgin birth) 
on which the fundamentalists insisted when historical-critical methodology 
began to  do its "dirty work" at the turn of the century. Plain as day, however, is 
Coleman's total ignorance or, at  least, ignoring of Confessional Lutheran 
theology's consistent stance against the radical ills of both liberalism and 
fundamentalism over the course of the past century. Coleman is addressing a 
theologically trained audience, including seminary students, and we may 
readily grant that his efforts present a challenge t o  that level of reader. 

PETER, STEPHEN, JAMES AND JOHN. By F. F. Bruce. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 159 pages. Cloth. $7.95. 

F. F. Bruce, recognized as the dean of conservative New Testament scholars 
and recently retired from his prestigious position at the University of 
Manchester, said a number of years ago that the period between the close of the 
Lord's ministry and the beginning of the canonical writings should receive closer 
attention. "Studies in Pion-Pauline Christianity," subtitle, indicates that Bruce 
has attempted t o  reconstruct apostolic Christianity apart from the Pauline 
perspective, an intriguing and fascinating venture. Peter's ministry is traced 
from Jerusalem t o  Antioch, to Corinth, and then finally to Rome. Bruce 
suggests Peter's fraternizing with the Gentile Christians caused him to  lose some 
stature with the Jerusalem church. James, with unblemished credentials with the 
Jewish Christians of Jerusalem, was in a better position to utter the find word at 
the council. The chapter "Stephen and the Hellenistsw paints a vivid picture of 
those early Christians who though Jewish by birth were Greek in culture and 
language. From this group came the epistles of Barnabus and Hebrews. This 
group presented the church's first and best opportunity to bridge the gap 
between Jews and Gentiles. Against most popular opinion, Bruce sees the death 
of Stephen as no mob action, as the Jewish courts could impose the death 
sentence in religious but not political matters. (Jesus was sentenced for 
insurrection.) Bruce toys with the idea that Paul's arrest in the temple might have 
been partially engineered by unsympathetic eIements in the church. 

THE CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA. Edited by Robert Brodenck. Thomas 
Nelson, Nashville, Texincsee, 1976. Paper. 61 2 pages. $1 0.95. 

Published in a form resembling a Sears catalog, this double-columned floppy 
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volume will find a welcome place in the home of the traditional Catholic who 
feels uncomfortable with the recently sanctioned loosening of restrictions. The 
next edition should correct the false notion that Luther held to  'a non- 
consecrated eucharist wherein Christ in only present by faith of the believer" (pp. 
361-362). Lutherans should have such a home encyclopedia with ready answers 
to everyday questions. Errors of generalization and over-simplification can be 
forgiven, since such books make more operative a meaningful understanding of 
the universal priesthood of believers. 

THE VIRGIN BIRTH: THE DOCTRINE OF DEITY. By Robert G. 
Grornacki. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 1981. Paper. 202 
pages. $5.95. 

Gromacki urges evangelicals who already accept the virgin birth to become 
confirmed in this belief. The back cover claims that John C. Whitcomb says that 
Gromacki's book may replace Machen's on the same subject, but if it does, it will 
do so only in a partial way. Helpful is the explanation of Matthew's geneology as 
Joseph's and Luke's as Mary's. Thus Joseph provided the legal descent and 
Mary, the biological. Some, however, might find the idea somewhat fanciful that 
any descendent of Jehoachin - for example, Joseph could not inherit the 
throne since a curse rested on all his descendents. The discussion of the Isaiah 
7: 14 passage is somewhat disappointing since little attempt is made to  fit it into 
the context of chapters seven through eleven or  with the totality of the Old 
Testament. Lutherans will find themselves chastised for holding that the divine 
attributes were given to human nature. But does not Gromacki contradict 
hirnseIf in saying that the human nature participates in the sinlessness of the 
deity? It is no surprise that Mary dare not be called the mother of God, even 
though the author admits that it was proper for Elizabeth to call her "the mother 
of my Lord." As a New Testament scholar Grornacki should be aware that 
'Lord" as a title for Jesus suggests deity no less than "God". Gromacki is right in 
placing Jesus' virgin birth and deity side by side, but it might be wiser not to go 
step by step with him in establishing it. After the nose is put into the tent, we 
might find ourselves sleeping with the entire Reformed camel. 

THEOLOGY PRIMER. By John Jefferson Davis. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 111 pages. Paper. $5.95. 

Nothing more about the purpose has to  be said than what Davis puts into the 
preface. "The Theology Primer is intended to help the student to find his or her 
way around the theological landscape, and to facilitate the task of locating 
theological resources needed for the work of ministry." Introduction to 
theological method, a glossary of theological terms, a guide to  modern 
theologians, current issues, and a bibliography comprise the five chapters. No 
beginning seminary student should be without it. It should have been written 
long before this. 

THE GOSPELS IN CURRENT STUDY. By Simon J. Kisternaker. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Second Edition. 1980.18 1 pages. Paper. 
$6.95. 

First printed in 1972, Kistemaker's introduction to  the four gospels in light of 
the most recent research fully deserved to  be republished. More than a reprint, it 
has been corrected and updated to handle the more recent scholarly studies. The 
first third discusses the preliminary problems of manuscripts, including the 
Gospel of Thomas. Dead Sea Scrolls. and papyri; the various available readings. 
including translations; contemporary criticism; the henneneutlcs. The chttrch's 
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use of tradition in preparing the gospels is also handled as a separate theologica! 
unit. 

THE LOST ART OF DISCIPLE MAKING. By Leroy Eirns. Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 1979. 188 pages. Paper. $3 -95. 

Written in a very simple and appealing style, the book's basic assumption is 
that a convert is not automatically a disciple, contrary to the Lutheran view. 
Becorning a disciple to the author is a process of selection and training by those 
who are already disciples. The work of the Holy Spirit is played down in 
comparison with the work of those who do the discipling. In all fairness. 
however, the author does challenge his reader to do far more than simply t o  
"have faith," to share the Word in such a way as to help others grow in grace. 
Briefly put, his discipIe-making formula consists in Christians showing a w a r m  
concern for one another and especially for recent converts. From our  o w n  
theological viewpoint, many warnings could be issued, but what Eims presents 
can be utilized by just about anyone regardless of his position. 

THEOLOGY FOR THE 1980's. By John Qrrnody. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, 1980. 192 pages. Paper. $9.50. 

According to the author, "the theology of the 1980's ought to take pains t o  
cover all five of the reality zones," which in his view are nature and the ecological 
crisis, society and the church, self, God, and Christology. To each Carmody  
devotes a chapter. The vdue of his work lies in his references to various religious 
thinkers of our day and their theological import, fleeting though these often a r e  
in his treatment. It is obvious that Grmody is somewhat a prophet of d o o m  a s  
regards the world's population explosion, the availability of earth's resources. 
the "evils" of the profit motive, and the injustices that afflict the poor. As regards 
the latter particularly, one can only nod assent to Carmody's concerns. 
However, the transformation of these concerns into the sort of "gospel" which 
the world needs most and the denial of the future parousia of Christ, leave one 
wondering what kind of Messiah the author expects the church t o  be 
proclaiming for men's salvation. As a description of what is going on in the  
theological world, the book has considerable merit; as an outline of the k ind of 
theology needed for the 1980's it leaves much to be desired. 

THE ARCHEOLOGY OF NEW TESTAMENT CITIES IN W E S T E R S  
ASIA MINOR. By Edwin M. Yamauchi. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids. 
Michigan, 1980. Paper. 180 pages. $7.95. 

Archeology remains an indispensible tool for our understanding of the New 
Testament and early Christian history. However, archeology deals with such 
detail that its reporting can be forbidding to all but the interested schoIar. This  
book offers ministers, teachers, and the general reader of the Bible an excellent. 
readable summary of archeoIogica1 discovery and research at twelve cities in 
Asia Minor (the western region of modern Turkey), all but one of t h e m  
mentioned in the New Testament: Assos, Pergamum, Thyateira, Smyrna.  
Sardis, Philadelphia, Ephesus, Miletus, Didyma, Laodicea, ~ i e r a p o l i s .  
Colossae. Professor Yamauchi, professor of history at Miami university. 
Oxford, Ohio, does a spendid job of distilling the essence of modem historical 
and archeological research. In a compact way he summarizes a wealth of 
information about these ancient cities whose grandeur was the context of Paul's 
missionary journeys. In separate chapters Yarnauchi describes each city in 
regard to its geographic location, its importance for the New Testament, its 
historical background, its primary archeological remains and ruins, and the 
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most important features of its daily life. This book is a valuable aid in the study 
of the New Testament, especiallv of Acts and the Revelation. Its appeal \hill be 
mostly to the non-professional, but the notes Yamauchi supplies not only 
witness to  his own comprehensiveacquaintance with his subject but also provide 
the serious student with ample resources for funher stud<. 

AUGUST IN€: LATER WRITINGS. Selected and translated with introduc- 
tions by John bur nab^. The Library of Christian Classics. lchthus Edition. 
westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1980. Paper. 359 pages. 39.95. 

Probably no En&h lWwv3e series has served so well in making available a 
selection of indispensable Christian treatises (from the first to the sixtcent h 
centuries) as the Library of Christian Classics. Westminster Press is doing a real 
service in making the whole series (of 26 volumes) again available in a relatively 
inexpensive soft cover edition, the Ichthus Edition. 

This volume presents three works published by Saint Augustine between the 
years 410 and 420, when Augustine was already a mature thinker but not pet 
wholly taken up with the Pelagian controversy. Two of the works are truly 
Augustinian classics: "On the Trinity" which laid the conceptual foundation for 
trinitarian thought for the whole western Church. and "On the Spirit and the 
Letterw which has had immense impact upon the Western Church's understan- 
ding of Paul and the doctrine of grace. The third selection. "Ten Homilies on the 
First Epistle of St. John," shows Augustine as a great preacher of Christian 
charity. 

These selections contain Augustine at his best. John Buma by ably int roduces 
each of the selections, giving valuable historical background and summary oft he 
argument. This volume, indeed the whole series. is highly recommended for 
church library, pastor's study, and student's desk. 


