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Book Reviews
I. Biblical Studies
TWO TESTAMENTS: ONE BIBLE. By D.L. Baker, Inter-Varsity Press,
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515, 1977. 554 pages. Paper. $7.95.
This volume by D.L. Baker, b t a r y of the Tyndale Fellowdip of
Biblical Research, mnstitutea Dr. Baker's doctoral diesertation at the
University of Sheffield. Its complete title reads: "Two Testaments: One Bible.
A study of some modern solutions to the theological problem of the
relationship between the Old and New Testaments."
The New Testament contains the account of the life, death, resurrection and
ascension of Jesus Christ, said by the New Testament to be the only person
who can save mankind from eternal death. The Christian Church in the last
1875 years has relied very heavily ugon the teachings contained in the New
Testament. If the New Testament is so important, representing as it does the
climax of God's revelation to mankind, does the Christian Church need the Old
Testament? What is the relationship of the two testament8 to each other?
Today this relationship between the Old and .New Testaments ie a fundamental problem of Biblical research. Baker notes that in this cemtury there
have been published a number of exegetical studies dealing with various
aspects of the problem, as well as many general publications treating with the
problem as a whole. In his summary on page 5 Baker informs his readers that
"it is the concern of this thesis to understand a much-needed analytical and
critical study of these modern sohrtiona."
By pleliminary research Baker settled on eight different solutions given in
the massive literature available in books and journal articles, although not a l l
of the eight he believes are mutually exclusive. In Part I the author has
presented the Biblical and historical backgrounds of these eight proposed
solutions. After that he subjected each of these to critical scrutiny, analyzing,
evaluating and comparing them. In Part I1 the Old Testament solutions of van
Ruler and Miskotte are stated, evaluated and generally rejected "because of
undue priority they give to the Old Testament, though creating a certain
indecisivqms, leads to an inadequate appreciation of the New Testament's
contribution to the relationship." Part I11 offera the "New Testament"
solutions of Bultmann and Baumgaertel, which Baker "reluctantly rejected."
In opposition to many other scholars Baker holds that a satisfactory
solution is to take the two Testaments in one Bible and to =fuse to yield to
the temptation of placing one Testament above the other. Or to assert that one
Testament is more important than the other.
Part I V attempts such Biblical solutions, which the author claims constitute
the most important part of his dissertation. He deals a t length with the
Christologiatl approach of the Old Testament by Visscher, which in his opinion
has been improperly criticized and which he "rehabilitated" in this study.
After a discussion of various views as to the use of typology in the Old and
New Testaments, Baker develops his own view and employs it in setting forth
the relationship of the New Testament to the Old Testament. Thereafter, the
so-called "salvation history" approach of von Rad is given and those of bie
associates, and their paeition, with some reservations, is accepted. A
discussion of the idea of the tension promoted by continuity and discontinuity,
a truth often ignored and not mentioned, concludes this study.
Indexes and a supplementary bibliography have been added. There are 136
pages of bibliographical information, a section of the book which will prove
helpful to students studying varioua aspects of Old Teetament theology and
religion. While Baker wishes to be oomprebensive in his listing of books and
articles treating with the variow aspects of the interrelatianship of the two
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testaments to each other, he missed many pertinent articles which are t o be
found in The Springfielder and in The Concordia l'heological
Monthly and earlier Lutheran literature appearing in America. Some articles
the author did not see but accepted the interpretation of others. At times
Baker is willing to make concessions to higher criticism, which are unfortunate.
Raymond F. Surburg
THE BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. By Walter W. Stuenkel.
Concordia Publishing House, 1977. 136 pages. Paper. $2 -95.
This book is designed to be a companion volume to The Bwks of the New
Testament, edited by Herbert T. Mayer (Concordia 1969). The purpoee of Dr.
Stuenkel's vohune, former president of Concordia College, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, is to help lay persons to gain a better understanding of the 39
books of the Old Testament. This volume is not geared for professional
theologians. but employs nontechnical language to review all 39 books in
chronological order and place them in their proper historical context. Stuenkel
provides the reader with background material for each book as well as giving
an outline for each Old Testament book. If a book has some famous passage or
is known for some distinctive features. these are especially mentioned.
I t appears that the m a t e d used in this book were part of a course at
Concordiq Milvaukee, one of the junior colleges of the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod, entitled: "The History and Literature of Israel". The book is
dedicated to several thousands of students of Concordia College, with whom
the author enjoyed the study.of. the Old Testament from 1953-1W6.
Isagogid questions pertamrng to B i b W books, whether they be found in
the Old Testament or in the New Testament, are answered-d i f f k t l y by
Biblical scholars, depedinjg on whether or not they accept or reject the
presuppositions and coduaions of the historical-critical method. In the LCMS
the historical critical method began to be employed beginning about 1955 and
thereafter seemed to gather up momentum and within a decade it became the
ruling interpretative m ~ o l o g yat St. Louis Seminary till the exodus of
February, 1974. I t is, t h f o r e , not surprising that the junior colleges and
other terminal s c h d s this same methodology was fostered and promoted.
On page 13 StuenkeI takea cognizance of this situation, when he wrote: "For
the last several centuries scholarly dhas concerned itself far more with
authorship and authencity than the canonicity of Old Testament books. Many
arguments advanced in this ama have disturbed faithful Christians. They contend that the p r o w solutions undermine the authority of God's Word. I t
should be pointed out also that many assertions of scholars are mere theories
or hypotheses or suppositions for which there is nu incontrovertible evidence."
Stuenkel continues by asserting: "Obviously, this little volume is not designed
to discuss in detail ell the theories of literary criticism, form criticism, or
redaction criticism, but because the Old Testament is especially the object of
much of this l e d criticism, the issues deserve some brief comment for the
benefit of the readers" (p. 13).
In his volume for lay people Stuenkel places side by side the critical views
and the traditional ones on give41 books, without in many cases stating which
view is correct. He presents the Four-Source Documentary Hypothesis without
showing the untenability of this position for a Bible-believing Christian. The
reader can make up his mind which of the two divergent views he accepts. In
citing evidence for Mosaic authorship as found in the New Testament he failed
to cite the most conclusive passage for Mosaic authorship, namely John 5:46:
"For if you believed Moses you would believe me also, for he wrote of me. And
if you do not believe his writings, how will you ever believe me."
In connectian with the dimmaion am Isaiah, again both the conservative and
Biblical views are presented together with the highs critical. Arguments pro
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and con are given and again the reader is left the impression that he may
choose the poaition that may strike him as plausible. Thus Stuenkei wrote:
"Regardless of conjectural theories of 'mtharishp,the entire Book of Isaiah is
impired by tbe Holy Spirit and, therefore, totally God's Word of truth for all
time. Tbe New Testament quotes Isaiah by name some twenty times and these
quotations refer to both sections" (p. 80). If the New Testament designates
p a w s from Isaiah 40-66 as having been written by Isaiah, how can a
Christian schalar then not necessarily reject the critical position that denies to
Isaiah the entire Book? On the Book of Daniel both the critical and conservative arguments, which are significantly different, are given and then the
reader is told: "For a thorough diecusskm of arguments supporting either the
earlier or the later view of the time of writing, the reader is referred to the
pertinent books in the bibliography" (p. 96). But the author takes no stand,
thus giving tkie impression again that either view is amptable. The same
procedure is fallowed in the diyussion of the Book of Esther. Arguments for
and againet the historicity of the book are preeented with the reader permitted
to accept which ever view appeals to him.
A good feature of Stuenkel's book is his setting forth of the Messianic
character of the Old Testament. Appendices I1 and I11 give an overview of Old
Testament Messianic prophecy (11)while in I11 he lists those Old Testament
passages which were predictive of the Messiah together with their New
Testament fulfillment. Over against the critical position he states that
"Malacbi stands on the tlmshhald of four hundred years of prophetic silence
between the Old and New Testament revelations." Critical scholarship holds
that a considerable number of books were written betweep 400 and 100 B.C.
Raymond F. Surburg
A READER'S HEBREW ENGLISH LEXICON OF THE OLD
TESTAMENT. By FerrirP L. McDaniel. Published by the Author, Dallas,
Texas.125 pages. Paper. $3.50.
The purpose of thie volume is to help students to read the Old Testament by
providing tbem with an aid that takes care of words that occur ten or lees
times in the Old Testament. McDauiel's lexicographical effort was not
designed to replace the standard dictionary of Koehler-Baumgaertner or that
of Brow, Driver and Briggs, lexica not eaeily displaced. Often students of the
Hebrew Old Testament am dismuraged from reading many of its books
k a u s e of the occurence of numerous unfemihr words. "This reader's lexicon
is a pragmatic solution to the problem in that it provides quickly the
definitions to msny of these words"-is the reason for the publication of this
linguistic belp.
Words thet occar ten or less times, aa determined by Lieowsky's Konkordant zum Hebmeischen Aken Testament (Stuttgart: Wuerttembergische
Bibelanstalt , 1968) were listed alphabetieally by chapter for en& B i b M book.
This m t waa checked againat Brown, Driver 4 Briggs, Hebrew and
English Lexicon of the Old Testament (Oxford-. Clarendon Prees, 1907). The
debitiom were taken from the same lexicon and checked againat KoeMer and
Baumgabner. McDaniele states that "whem these lexicons differ
s i g n b t l y , both definitions are provided. An attempt hae been made to
provide the definition which fits the context of the passage ae expressed in
theae lexicom. In the case of verb, the definition attempts to give the
meenhg of the Btam involved. Where the definition ia not certain or where the
problems are involved, tbe de6nitioa(e) are fobwed by the sign (7). These will
deserve special attention an the part of the reader.
McDaniel'e vocabulary guide thus mpplementa vocabularies like that of
Landes who dope his listing with vocables which occur between 24-10 times.
tCf. his A Student Vocrrbukg, of Biblicd Hebrew, Listed According to
Pmqumcy and Cognative, New Y& Charles M m r ' s Sons, 1961, pp. 39-
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41; or that J. Barton P a p , Hebrew Vocabularies, Grand Rapids: Baker Book
House, 1956, pp. 4-6 (verbs), 11-15 (nouns).
Raymond F. Stuburg

A CHRONOLOGY OF THE HEBREW KINGS. By Edwin R. Thiele.
Zondervan Publishing House, 1977. 93 pages. $2.95.
Chronology pIays an important part in the presentation of Biblical history.
Without chronology his*
cannot properly be understood; in fact, it it the
beckbone of history. Not only in the histmical boob is chronology important,
but there are chronological references in the prophetic writings, in the four
Gospels, and in the epistles of the New Testament.
The chronological problems connected with the period of the Divided
Monarchy in the Old Testament have defied solution for over 2,000 years.
Some forty years ago a former missionary to China and later a professor in the
department of religion at Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan,
decided to tackle this thorny problem. In connection with his doctoral studies
at the University of Chicago he did research on this problem. The results of his
study were published as "The Chronology of the Kings of Judah and Israel"
in J a d of Near Eastern Studies, July, 1944. The same dateg given in thia
journal article were set forth in Thiele's book, Mysterious Numbers of the
Hebrew Kings, 1st ed., University of Chicago Press, 1961. A revhion of the
1951 book was published under the same title by Eerdmans in 1965.
A perusal of books dealing with t h Old Testament whether they be books of
introduction, commentaries, Bible dictionaries, hiatoriea of Old Teetament
times reveals a plethora of different dates given for the same kings or
historical events. For the average reader this is extremely confusing. Many
s&&m
have tried to synchronize the data of the kings of Israel and Judah
and have been unable to do so, and es a result concluded that the Biblical
records axe r e p h with errors and not trustworthy.
In his preface Dr. Thi& writea:
So intricate and perplexing are the chmnological problems of the Hebrew
kings that many of the most careful Bible students have come to regard
them acq beyond solution. When I first began to give attention to the
difficulties involved, I had serious doubts es to whether a solution could
wer be reached. Today I believe the pmblem to be basically solved and in
the following pages the solution will be followed (p. 8).
This rather short volume, when compared with the two editions of his
Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings, represents the distillation of four
decades of reseamh and publication. The Zondervan publication, one of the
latter's Contemporary Euangelicd Perspectives volumes, is designed not only
for the specialist in the Biblical field but is also meant for laymen who deb
to understand the Bible betbr. Thiele hopes that this volume will help t h
whose problems with Old T-nt
chronology waa instrumental in causing
them to question the verecity of the Word of God.
In seeting forth his results, Th& has given extensive dr'rtgrruns, charts, and
tables. A glossary of technical terms as well aa an index of Bible passages
referred to and discussed further edmmea this study.
Raymond F. S d u r g
UNDERSTAND. A STRAIGHTFORWARD APPROACH TO INTERPRETING THE BIBLE. By Walter Henrichsen. Navpress, A Minietry of
the Navigators, Colorado Springa, (&lo, 1976. 107 pages. Paper. $1.96.
Frank E. GaebeIein, cited by Robert D. Fos& in his foreward, has aptly

said:

Christianity is peculiarly a religion of a single book. Take away the Bible
and you have destroyed the means by which God chose to preeent through
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successive stages His revelation to man. I t follows, then, that knowledge
of the Bible is an indispensable prerequisite for growth in the Christian
life.
Although the Bible is vital for learning how to be saved and how to live a
God-pleasing life, the Bible is not easily understood in many of its portions.
At the present time we are living in a world of biblical illiteratea who are not
only ignorant of the teachings of the Word of God, but a h do M know how
to proceed in ascertaining its teachings and saving t r u t h . Henrichsen
published this book to help the average layperson to undezstand the Bible. In
the opening chapter he defends the proposition that the Bible ie for everybody.
In chapters 2-5, he hes given 24 rules with a half dozen or so coroIIaries; these
24 basic principles of interpretation he has grouped under four major
categories: 1. General principles of interpretation; 2. Grammatical principles of
internretation; 3. Historical principles of interpretation; and 4. Theological
principles of interpretation.
One thing may be said for certain. These rules represent the old hermeneutic
and have nothing in common with the radical character of the so-called new
hprmeneutic. This volume could profitably be used by pastors with Sunday
School teachers' instru&cmal meetings or in a Bible cless. Some stataments the
.A n u m k of t h m examples will be
orthodox Lutheran pastor will c
given from the Scripture and the render wiU be asked: "how would you understand this passage as yau apply this rule of intapretation?He eppears to
do this where there are serious denominational differences and inaemuch this
book is intended for different Pmtestant groups, this appears to be a way out
of the dilermxm
On the last page of this intapretative tool Henricheen correctly warned: "In
seeking to apply these rnles you must remember that there is a difference
between the rules being biblically correct, and using them properly. A hammer
is the c-t
tool to drive in a nail, but using hammer does not guarantee
that you won't bend the nail. As you apply theme rules of interpretation to
your Bible study you are not guaranteed a correct interpretation at wery try.
You will make mietakee. But hopefully proficiency and accuracy will come with
faithful practice."
A pastor can help his people greatly by giving a d a basic covrse in biblical
interpretation and by supervising the work of those with whom he undertakes
su& a worthwhile endeavor.
Raymond F. Surburg
GOOD NEWS FOR MODERN W. HOW TO USE
GOOD NEWS
BIBLE. By Eugene A. Nida. Word Book Publishem, Warn, Texas, 1976. 119
pages. Paper. $3.25.
In the early part of 1517 the American Bibb Society pubbhed the Old
Testament counterpart of the Good News Fw Mudern Man, available in the
Nen Testament ody till ~~, but n w the 66 books of both Testaments
have been published end will be dirareminated in millions of copies. This
version is also known by the name, Today's English Version (TEV).
Good News for M h Man, How To Use the Good News Bible was written
by Dr. Nida, internationally respected scholar and translation expert. This
book is a companion volume to The Good News Bible. The publishers believe
that the w e of Nida's help will enable the re~dersof the TEV ,Bible to understand the new translation better, h p e c t i v e whether it h the King James,
the Revised Standard Version, the New English Bible, The Living Bible or any
other Bible translation read cr oonsulted.
There is no doubt that in this volume, which records the dory how the G d
News Bible came to be, Nida exposes difficulties other translations have had to
fatz over the years; he points out probIem pamagee, geograp6ic ambiguith,
worda which lost their mewing, d t i a n e among mahmmipb which sboned
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the need for a translation in understadable English. Many reedeR rye not
a w m of the various helps which were incorporated in this new translation and,
therefore, Nida shows how to use the following helps: section headings, pardel
psages references, the word list, the index-concordance, with its list of data
on important persons, events and themes of the Bible, the chronological table,
historical maps, illustration by Annie Valerie, who provided such dynamic art
for Good News for Modern Man
In Chapter 4, Nidu informs his readers how it happened that Good News
fw M d m Man came into being. The New Testament portion was translated
by Dr. Robert G. Bratcher, once a Protestant missionary to Brctzil. This
English version was a tremendous s u m s s fram the moment of its publication.
The demand for Good News fir M o d e m M a (New Testament)) led to a
demand h r a similar rendering of the Old Testament, following the same
principles of translation as had been used in rendering the Greek New
Testament into twentieth-century English.
In September, 1967, work was begun on the Old Testament. The personnel
of the Old Testament committee consisted of the following: Dr. Bratcher,
chairman of the canmitte, Dr. Roger A. Bullmi, Dr. Keith R. Crim, Dr. Herberi
G. Grether, Dr. Barclay M. Newman, Dr. Herbert F. P e a C , and Dr.
John A. Thompson and for the British and Foreign Bible Society the Reverend
Brynner F. Price. Thew scholars, a -number had been missionarb, in
producing ,the basic draft of the O.T. (called "stage 1") in the translation
p r o ~ s shad to face three phases of work: (1) deciding upon the text of the
Hebrew (or Aramaic for some chapters in Ezra and Daniel), (2) determining
the meaning, and (3) expressing this meaning accurately on a commonIanguage lwd. It would be impossible, claims Nida, to list the many problems
faced by the transhtors.
Future schoIars wiIl want to have opportunity to evaluate the Hebrew and
Aramaic texts which serve as the baais for the O.T. part of Good News for
Modmn Man. That this newest of ail BibIic. translations can be beneficially
utilized by scholars this reviewer does not question. That in theit approach to
Biblical studies a number of the translators were affectd by a critical approach to the Bible this reviewer also believes was the cese. Thus in the
Hebrew Old Testament in the Book of Psalms over 100 p s h have superscriptions, which both the King James Version and The Revised Standard
Version have not omitted but translated. In the Hebrew printed text they are
always the first verse of the psalm. But the TEV,like The New English Bible,
omits them. That reflects a higher critical bias. In Proverbs the translator (or
translatag) adopted the theory that Prov. 22:17-24:22 was influenced by the
Egyptian work of The W d o m of Amenemope. The Hebrew adopter of this
material is supposed to have taken thirty sayings from the thirty Houses (i.e.
"chapters") comprising this Eyptian wisdom book. The truth is that the
consonantal letters in Hebrew, t r d a t e d as "thirty," can also be rendered in
three other ways. The caption over 21:17: "The Thirty Wise Sayings" is an
interpretation that does not axredly reflect the teaching of 22:19. The word
a h a h , always meaning "virgin" in the passagea where it occurs in the
Hebrew Old Testament, is rendered "young woman" in Isaiah 7:14, which
contradicts Matthear 1:23.
Good News for Modern Man uses the principle that the translator must
render his translation in English or the target language in such a way that the
reader believes the original Bible was written in his own language. Dr. Nida is
an advocate of what he calls "dynamic equivalence." This is good and sound if
the hmslator has cormtly grasped the meaning of the text. However, if he
fails,then the rendering in the target Iangauge is not acutdly what God has
revealed in his W d . If the translator has correctly undelstood the original
text, rendering it in a non-literal or paraphrastic way may be all right, but
there are instances where the translators have failed to do this.
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Nida's book will be a great help in showing American and English readers
how to better appreciate the distinctive features of one of the newest and
popular English versions.
Raymond F. Surburg
BACKGROUNDS TO DISPENSATIONALISM. By Clarence B. Bass.
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 1977. 184 pages. Paper. $3.95.
This is a part of a series of previously published books (about 40 volumes)
which are out of print and which were books that were adjudged significant
and as vahmble contributions to the four areas of theology: the exegetical,
dogmatical, histaical and *d.
Bass' book was originally published by Eerdmans in 1960. Clarence Bass,
Associate Professor of Systematic Theology at Bethel Theological School of St.
Paul, wes trained in the dispensational system, but left it when he began to
understand the foundations on which the dispensational framework are constructed. Bass in a scholarly manner treats of the historical genesis and the
ecclesiastical implications of dispensetionalism.
The theses pro@,
supported and proved by Bass are the following: 1)
diepensetion8lism b not a part of the historic faith of the Christian Church; 2)
It is not the only p m m i k m d view, since there was a historic premillenaial
interpretation for eighteen hundred yeanr before the formulation of dispen&tio&m;
3) Dispensati~~alism
rests upon a faulty hennenuetical system.
Bass claims that histuric premillennaism, dispensatiodiam, and
~ r m i l h h h mhold thie truth in common that there will be a visible earthly
return of Christ in the future. "Having this central truth in common,
adherents to all these three views should be able to have fellowship in l w e and
t o l e m e . Eschatological interpetations may differ, and s b d d be debated
sharply to h d the truly biblical principle, but should not be made a test of
fellowship." (p. 155) Bass is convinced that dispensationalism is wrong! How
then can a believer claim that a wrong system of Biblical interpretation may be
eomtemnced, when it affects a number of different Biblical doctrines?
Lutherans would alao dhgree with Bass' view that W r i c millenniAlinm is
the corred New Testament teaching. Revelation 20:l-10is misunderstood and
misinterpreted by pdennirrlinm. Baes' work is useful in seeing the
dependence of d i s p e n s a t i o ~on Scofield and in turn Darby's influence on
~cofield.
Raymond F. Surburg
THE BLESSED HOPE AM) THE TRIBULATION. By John F.
Walvwd. Zondewan Publishing House, 1976. 174 pages. Paper. $3.95.
I n this book Dr. John F. Wdvwrd, the President of Dallas Theological
Seminary, exemincls the posttribulationist viewpoint and contrasts it with the
pretribulationist. To c o m p l d y follow the argumentation of the author, the
m u k should have to have rectd hia boak on TRe RapQuestion pubbhed
in 1957. The subject matter of post- and pretribulationism is an aspect of
eschatology. The preeident of DaIIas Seminary eontende that poettribulationism is wrong on exegetical and hemeneutical grounds. The big issue
of this apalogia of the event relating to the Second Comiug of Christ is the
question: Does the rapture of the church precede ai fdlow the Grent
Tribulation?
It is the author's contention that there are four schoole of thought within
posttribulationism aud Walvoad purpde to c h d h g e those s c h b who do
not share his interpretation of the Bible point for point. I t is his conviction
that pretribulathhm affords the most Scriptural and logical understanding of
the Christian's a s s m c e of the "blessed hope."
Historic L u t k m n k u and hietoric Cahriniem both reject the beek her-

Book Reviews

87

meneutical posit ion of Waivoord's School of dispensational-,
prernillennialism and his literalistic interpretation of BLblical prophecy. The system of
Scofield, which has exercised such a tmnendow influence thmugh the Old and
New Editions of The S C O W Reference Bible (1909, 1917, 1967) affects the
interpretation of the Old Testa.ment, the Gospels, the parables, the Book of
~ c t . 9 ,the Pauline Epistles, the General Epistles, the Book of Revelation and a
number of Christian doctrines. Those readers who wish to see how complex the
doctrine of Christ's Second Coming can become should read this volume.
Raymond F. Surburg
THE MEN BEHIND THE KING JAMES VERSION. By Gustavus S.
Paine. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 1977. 212 pages. Papa. $3.96.
This is a paperback version, f o d y published under the title, The L e d
Men (Thomas Y . Crowd Co.) in 1959 by Diana B. Paine and Bela Paine.
purpose of this book is to belp students and Bible Leaders to h o w more about
the men who made the King Jamea Bible and about their work with it. Paine
traces the history of the events as to how the 54 or more men were chosen to
revise the English Bible from 1604 to 1611.
Thirteen chapters of this fifteen-chapter book are devoted to tracing and
portraying the events which led up to the deckion to revise the Bible tU ite
final printing in 1611. Questions the author anawere are such as these: Were
the translators happy in their labor? Did they Eve with sucems after their
work was completed? What is the difference between the Authorized Version
and those which p d e d it, such es the Geneva Bible, Bishops' =Me,
Coverdale Bible, the contemporary Roman Catholic Domy, aud later tbe
Revised Standard Version? S i n e the King Jamea Veraian was a p 1 p effort,
was it better than a translation made by one person?
In recent years them has been a tendency no longer to read the KJV. H.L.
Mencken, not known as a friend of Bible and religion, wrote about the Bible
tmmlated in Elizabethan English as follows:
It is the most beautiful of all the trans-ne
of the Bible; indeed, it is
probably the most beautiful piece of writing in all the literatuk of the
world. Many attempts have been made to purge it of ita mrs and obscurities. An English Venrrion was published in 1885 and an Americas
Revised Version in 1901, and since then many l
d but misguided men
have sought to produce translations that should be mathematically acurate, and in the plain speech of everyday yielded to any of them, for it
is palpably and averwbe-ly
better than they are, just as it is better
than the Greek New Testament, or the Vulgate, or tbe Septuagint. Its
English is extraordinarily simple, pure, eloquent, and lovely. I t is a mine
of lordly and b m p a r a b l e poetry, a t once the moat stirring d tbe nxmt
touchmg ever heard of.
Three differeat groups of scholars: the WestminSter m p , the cambrtdge
group, and the Oxford group contributed to this remarkabIe tramlation. At
leest fifey men weax? imrolved, w h contributions cam now be better understood since Pain's discowry of' the Bob ndee, which were made by one of
the editors and never previously
Only in this volume can
KJV find materid
to dl
its major contributors: Puritans John Rainolda and
ChadPston; Milea
Smith, the author of the eeldom-printed M a c e to the Reader and the find
editor; devout Lancelot Andrews, the tben f a m , ~Dean
~
of Wmtminnter;
Bishops Bancroft, Bileon, Abbot and otheas.
The author expresses the hope that reading about these 8tahaarU of over
370 years ago as they endeavored to put the Bible intn the best lapgum of
their day, so present users of the Bible will e x p e m the urge
"to revise
the p h e s in any way you plewe, and thea compare your m
with
we have m long deemed our etaadard Scriptauem. Thas y~ may )teep the Bible

~~
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alive for yourself, really be active as you read and study it, and be at one with
the learned men, those common people who gave w their splendid best." (pp.
6,
ix)
Raymond F. Surburg
THE NEW TESTAMENT. AN INTRODUCTION TO ITS LITERATURE
AND HISTORY. By J. Gresham Machen. Edited by W. John Cook. Banner
of Truth, Edinburgh, Scotland, and Cariisle, Pa., 1976. 387 pages. Cloth.
$8.95.
This writing of J. Gresham Machen is a popular work in the best senee. I t m
designed for both private and group study. In plain yet graphic fashion the
former Princeton Theological ! h n h q and later Westminster Theological
Seminary professor, has set forth the New Testmmnt's message and history.
Those individuals embarking on a study of the New Testament will find this
work an excellent introduction; even mature students will discwer this writing
of Machen to be stimulating and penetrating m
forth the essential facts
of the history and literature af the New Testament's twei~tyw e n books.
By 1930 Dr. Machen was m c q p k d as one of the leading echolars of
conservative New Testament theology. Machen ia better known for such
volumes as The Origin of Paul's Reli&m, Chrbthtity wtd Libercrlisnz, The
Virgin Birth of Christ, The Christina View of Ma.Tbe pubIiahers beIieve that
the books just enumerated will continue to be consulted a d "that the abiding
value of his Introduction may well prove to be hb moat influential work in the
Iast quarter of the present century."
Machen was totally unsympathetic with all fonae of radical c r i t i b .
When differences are discusd they relate only to such issues where Biblebelieving scholars may legitimatdy entertain differems of ojxinicm. The book
written for the general lay Christian avoids all footnotes ae w d ae references
to other scholarly works.
Machen favors the North Galatian theory relative to the question as to when
Galatians was penned over against the South Galatian theory. The Captivity
Epistles of Paul, Philippians, Philemon, Ephesians and Cubsians, according
to Machen, come from Paul's First Roman Imprbonment. The Two-Source
and Four-Source hypotheses as views setting forth the relationship of the
synoptic Gospels are nwer mentioned and not d l y considered as options.
The writing of this New Testament Introduction is characterized by clarity
of thought, depth of scholarship and an evident pas6011 for explicating the
message of the New Testament.
Raymond F. Surburg
THE NEW TESTAMENT: AN INTRODUCl'ION. Edited by Norman
Perrin. New York: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, Inc., 1974, 386 pp.
In Res. 3-11of the D a b Conventioa the M i e d Synod went on record ae
~ e j and
a repudiating "any view of .the Bible and mrthnrl of intgpretiag it
which reIates history to the production of the aacred writ*
in such a way ae
to diutinkh their 'not of thia world' character and to deprive them of their
divine authority." Anyone who might wonder why the Synod took thie
position against the historid-aiW method of Bible intar;rretation should
really read Perrin's The New Testament: An Intnodrrction. In tbis book the
author of Whut Is Redaction C'riticisrnl-publiebed a h y q ago by Fortrees Press as part of their mica of Guides do Biblicd S c h h h i p - a p p k
historical-critical methodology to the entire New Testament. A m n who is
interested in knowing how far New Testement scholarship hae eparted from
the traditional view under the influence of form and redaction criticism would
do well to read this book.
In the first chapter the author givea an overview of his way of looking at the
New Testament. He admits that he hae been infbmed by ~
~ ap-
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proac h to Jesus. For him "the New Testament is a fascinating blend of history
and myth" (p. 1). The material found in the synoptic Gospels "reflects the
teaching, understanding, and concerns of early Christian communities, and
much of it was in fact created by the prophets and scribes in those communities" (p. 5). He says that the Gospels were not written by eyewitnesses of
the ministry of Jesus. Paul did not write 2 Thessalonians. Colossians,
~ ~ h e & a nand
s the Pastoral Epistles. Also 1 & 2 Peter, James and Jude are
pseudonymous writings. The Gospel of John, the Epistles and Revelation were
not written by the Apoetle John but rather by various different men. Except
for the seven letters that Paul wrote, all of the Xew Testament was written
somewhere between A.D. 70 and 140. In regard to the Gospels he maintains
that "form critics have been able to show that the sayings and stories in the
synoptic gospels have a long history of transmission in the history of the
church, during which they have changed and dweloped in all kinds of ways"
(p. 12).
In discussing the nature of the New Testament, Perrin maintains that there
are marked differences in the theology of the various books, for the authors
"develop their understanding of the nature and meaning of Christianity differently" (p. 18). He reveals his existentialist point of understanding life by
supporting the views of Strnuss and Bultmam. He says that "the story of the
resurrection of Jesus is myth, a crassly human story about the resuscitation of
a corpse and its eventual elwation ta a region above the earth via the clouds
as a kind of celestial elevator. But the reality so described is the spiritual
presence of Jesus in the kerygma, the proclamation of the church'' (p. 22). By
responding t o this myth of the resurrection in the kerygma, man can achieve
the reality of authentic existence. While he admits that there is history in the
New Testament, for it is about a man who lived and taught, suffered and died
in Palestine, yet for him "the New Testament interweaves myth and history"
(p. 27). Thus, for example, he considers the narrative of the last Passover meal
and the institution of the Lord's Supper "a product of the piety of early
Christianity" (p. 30). He says that "a fundamental aspect of the New
Testament texts is that they are in no small part the end product of a long and
constant process of interpretation and reinterpretation" (p. 34).
In chapter3 3 and 4 Pemn surveys what he considers the theological
dwelopment of early Christianity. He believes that "the Christian Church
began as sect within ancient Judaism" (p. 42). Jesus Himself had simply
proclaimed the coming of the Kingdom of God, that is the "imminence of the
interruption of God in history to judge and to renew, and to destroy and to
remake" (p. 42). The source "Q" represents this early Palestinian Christianity.
I t proclaims the imminent coming of Jesus from heaven. As this did not occur,
the Christians had to adjust and reinterpret their beliefs. Apocalyptic
Christianity was challenged by a more Hellenistic form of Christianity, yet we
see a resurgence of the earlier form in the Gospel of Mark and in Revelation.
Chapters 5-11 are an overview of the books of the New Testament interpreted according to the v&ous "schools" of Christianity which they supposedly represent. The author beliwes that Paul did have a vision of Christ on
the Damascus road and that he understood this as a resurrection experience (p.
94). I t was Paul who developed the doctrine of justification. He was no doubt
put t o death a t the time of his first Roman imprisonment. Perrin believes that
the author of Luke-Acts has taken liberties with historical events to make
them fit his purposes (p. 199). Thus the speeches of Paul, Peter and Stephen
are not summaries of what they actually said but rather are simply examples
of Hellenistic Jewish Christian mission preaching (p. 196). Luke-Acts has a
different Chriatology than Mark (p. 217). "The Jesus of the Gospel of Luke is
the first Christian, living out of the power of the spirit of God in the world. He
is not the Jewish Messiah whose death ransoms men from the power of sin
over them" (p. 218). He is rather the primary example ta be imitated. Perrin
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claims that the Fourth Gospel has been redacted from an original text (p. 223).
It was written somewhere in the Hellenistic world. "The gospel and letters of
John are not the product of an individual but of a 'school' " (p. 249).
In the final chapter Penin deals with Jesus as the heart of the New
Testament-Once again he emphasizes the fact that the outline we have of the
life of Christ in Mark-or for that matter in any of the Gospels-is theological
and so has no historical value. He says that "the most that can be argued for
the gospel outlines is that some aspects of the story they tell have an element
of inherent historical probability" (p. 279). Yet very few £acts about Jesus' life
can actually be established as historical reality. However, by using certain
criteria for authencity, more can be known about the message of Jesus than
about His life. He summarizes what can be known for sore about the Me of
Jeeus in less than one page! That summary, incidentalIy, contains nothing
about His birth, His miracles or His resurrection! Jesus' teachings are summarized under the proclrunation of the Kingdom of God, Xis parables, the
proverbial sayings He spoke, the Lord's Prayer and what He said about the
future. Many of these teachrngs of His were reinterpreted by the early Church
to fit its needs. Thus Jesus Himself never claimed that He was the Messiah (p.
301). Furthermore, Perrin maintains that "we simply do not know how Jesus
thought about his own death" tp. 3011. In fact, he saye that "the historical
detail3 of the movement from the Jesus who proclaimed the Kingdom of God
to the New Testament and its various proclamationa of Jeaus ae the Christ,
the Son of God, are probably forever lost to us" (p. 302).
The book closes -with five appendixes that contain some very useful
information about the Hellenistic world in New Testament times, the history of
the Jews before and during the time of Christ, the development of the canon of
the Bible, the text of the New Testament and the various English translations
of the Greek New Testament.
The New Testament: An Introduc-tion by Norman Perrin is a good example
of where New Testament studies are today as a result of historical-critical
methodology. It should help one to see clearly tbe wide gap that exists be-meen the conclusions r e d & by the histo&l~gmmma&l method which has
been used aince the days of the Reformation and the histarical-critical method
as it is practiced in many areas of the Christian Church today. Even though
the claim is often made that the method used today is different from tbe
destructive higher criticism that came out of the Enlightment, it is obvioue
from this book that very little of the New Testament is left as authentic and
historid by those who follow the approach of Norman Penin. What does
remain are various theologies-often in conflict with one another-that are
supposed to reflect the faith of the Christians in the fust 100 yeare after the
death of Jesus. This, of course, is the general wnclusion reached by those who
use hietoaical-criticaI methodology in interpreting the New Teetament.
Norman Wangerin
CoaoordiaCollege, Milwaukee
CHRONOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST. By Harold
W. Hoehner. Zondervan Publishing House, 1977. 176 pagas. Paper. $3.95.
The purpose of this book is not to discuss the life of Christ but to establish
certain fixed dates in the Savior's life. There hae been a considerable
divergence of opinion on the part of scholars as they have attempted to
e92ablish a framework for the life of Christ. In the past there hae been
vaguenese about dates in our Lord's life. Reasom for thie eitaution are stated
by Dr. Hoehner as fdlowe: F h t , "there is not a seriee of concrete dates given
in the Gospels." Go@ writers were more interested in recording the facts of
the events and w d s of Christ than to give a record of when they occurred.
Second, "since there are great difserences of opinion among echolars oonaerning
each of therse events given in this book there is a tendency to abandon the
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effort rather than attempt to see if me can make sense with the date of each
event as well as seeing if they can make a sensible ~hronologicalacheme b m
all events." (p. 9).
The various chapters Rrst appeared as contributions to Bibliothew Sacm in
the years 1973, 1974, 1975. In this six-chapter book, t& first five treat the
fouowing key dates: Ch. 1 "The Date of Christ's Birth," Ch, 2 "The Corn-cement
of Christ's Ministry;" Ch. 3 "The Duration of Chiat's M-try;"
Ch. 4 "The Day of Christ's Crucifixion;" and Ch. 5 "The Year of C&tPa
.. .
CNElfuaon."
Important dates for Christ's life are Jesus' birth in the winter of 6/4 B.C.,
shortly before Herod's death. Hoebner place8 the 12 year old Chriet in the
temple at the passover April 29, A.D. 9. The beginning of John the Baptist's
mi*
is put in A.D. 29 and the beginning of Christ's ministry, m-/autumn
A.D. 29. Hoehner a h postulates four pasuovers attended by
Christ: the first (John 2:13), April 8, A.D. 30; the second, April 26, A.D. 31;
the third (John 6:4) April 13/14 A.D. 33. ACCOto H W s amputation
the last week in Christ's earthly life was March 28-April 5, A.D. 33. The
triumphal entry is put on Monday, March 30. On April 2, A.D. 33, Jesus ate
the passover, was betrayed, arrested and tried. On Friday, April 3, Chriet was
tried and crucified and laid in the tomb. Christ's reewection is given ae
M a y , April 5. Christ's ascension occurred on Thursday, May 14, A.D. 33.
Tbe outpuring of the Holy Spirit on Patecost took place on Sunday, May 24,
A.D. 33.
Not all scholars will agree with Hoehner's iahpmhtion of Daniel's Seventy
Weeks aa given on the chart on page 139, w h e ~the seventy weeks are worked
out according to a dispensational ayetern of hermemutics. Keil, Leupdd,
Payne and Young are some of the scholanr who differ with Hoehner's nnof Daniel 9:2527.
A sixteen page bibliogrqhy will be found extremely useful for a study of
Christ's li6e chronalogy. The discussion cannot but lead to a greater appreciation of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, a wish with which
excellent volume ends.
Raymond F. Surburg
CAN WE TRUST THE NEW TESTAbtENT? By John A.T. Robhum.
Wm. B. Eerdmam Publishing Company, 1977. 142 pagea. Paper. $1.96.
This volume ie by the author of Honest to God, a diatribe ia favor of
th&gical
Lest year (1976) Dr. Robinson dropped anow
bombshell i n ~ t b e o l o g k dworld by a nths scholarly bock, emtitki.
Reduting the New Testament. In tbe 1volume the now dean of Trinity
College, Cambridge! enu1y:iated views of New Testament isegogica which w m
very conservative and which comtituted a serious &tack on a number af the
cherished positians of wbat Robinaon called Critical Orthodoxy. While the
more libaal New Testament echohs of today believe tbat the bodrs of the
New Testament ae a collection were aot available before A.D. 160, Rob'ion
argues that the 27 books rpere in existena by A.D . 70. The Goepel of John,
usually dated as corning from A.D. 100 and not written by an Apostle, ie said
to be apostolic and written by A.D. 70. He placea John's Goepel between A.D.
50-55, 2 and 3 John and 1 John between 60.66. The two Epistlee of Peter am
to A.D. 61-62. The Book of A& was wyitt%n by A.D. 62 and the
Pastaaal Epistles m assigned prior to Paul's death.
Therre views are very &arthqg and in m e reepeds repreeent viewe beld by
fnndaxmmtalists and by Christian scholars before the appmmce of Biblical
criticism with its disturbing viewa in the 19th and 20th cemturiea. Hwever*if
W Feader of Reduring the New Testament thinks that Bisbop Robineon hae
esp0a diEemnt theology since the pubkaticm of Honest to God,the
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bishop's latest literary creation will reveal that his h
. is the same as i t
was over a decade ago.
CAN WE TRUST THE NEW TESTAMENT?, following Redoting the New
Testament, might have given the impression that the trustworthinem of the
New Testament writings as the Word of God was being defended. Anyone who
expects to find such a defense will be in for the shock of his life. The miracles
of Christ are not acoepted, the Virgin Birth is not true, the bodily resurrection
of Christ is denied. In the New Testament he claims a distinction must be
made between what is £act and what ia interpretation. Fa& are true and taken
seriously, but theological interpretation (including mything smacking of the
supernatural) can be allegorized and explained in a manna palatable to human
reason. While in his own way Robinson claims that the New Testament is
trustworthy, yet by fobwing his types of tbe hiatarical-&tical method
nothing but doubt and uncertainty remain as the residue remaining after
Robinson's filtering process. This book supports a form of unitarian theology
by his eliminntion of the deity of Jesua Christ.
Raymond F. Surburg

11. Theological-HistoricalStudies

I BELIEVE IN REVELATION. By Leon Morris. William B. Eerdmam
Publishing Company, 1976. 159 pages. Paper. 62.S.
This volume by the Principal of Riddley Cdlege, Melbourne, Australia is the
third book in a series known as I BELLEVE, edited by Michael Green.
Previous volumes desk with belief in the Holy Spirit by M i r a e l Green and
The Rksurrec tion of Christ by George E. Ladd.
The I BELIEVE series is intended to take a new look at controversial areas
of the Christian faith. The contributore are to be "fmm M e r e n t nations,
cultures, and confessional beckgrounds, all anchor their work in the Bible."
The meaning of revelation has been a subject under diecuetion and debate
wer since the coming of rationalism ae a major d i e c o n e movement of
modem church history.
In nine chapters Morris treats the subject of revelation from every
conceivable angle. By revelation Morris would nmm that teaching that the
I'riune God has made himself known "though the beauty and order of his
creation, the message of the Bible, and climactically, through hia Son."
Principal Morris sets out to counter the trend which has rejected or watered
down the Bible's teaching about "general" or "special revelation." Morris is
abreast of the latest schlarehip as it is reflected in boob written in
English,most of which are published in Great Britain. The only Lutheran
contribution to this subject is represented by Dr. J.A.O. Preua' volume, It is
Written (Concordia, 1971).
This is a discussion of revelation which liberal and I-orthodox
theologiam
will not appreciate and to which they would raise &us
objectiom. Conservatives will Concur with most of Morris' judgments d e&tiona.
Raymond F. Surburg
JEWISH PHILOSOPHICAL POLEMICS AGAINST CHRISTIANITY
IN THE MIDDLE AGES. By Daniel J. Lasker. Ktav Publishing House
Inc., New York, 1977. Cloth. 286 pagea. $17.50.
The resolution of The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod at the 1977 D a b
Convention urging concentrated efforts in the conversion of the Jews received
a wider press than generally earned by evangelism resolutions. I n fact few
could remember a cornperable evangelism resolution d any kind having been
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-tly
adopted by any other major Christian body. Caught up in the guilt of
post-WorM War 11 Germany, most Chrktkn bodies have been devoting their
efforts to understanding the Jews instead of converting them. The published
Brandeis University doctoral dissertation analyzing Jewish polemics against
Christianity could not have come at a mom appropriate time. This is not the
time to open old wounds and new hoetilities between Jewish and Christian
communities, but Christians should understand there are basic differences
between them and Jews. Most F k t m h n t s probably look upon themselves as
Gentile unitarians and Jews as Semitic ones. Jews like Christians fall into
religim and cuItural gmups. Preaching the GospeI to a cultural Jew involves
an appreciation of his unique heritage, but to a religious Jew an understanding
of Jewish ideas of Christianity is absolutely nacessary.
During the first half of the second rnillenium, Jewish polemics against
~ ' b i s t i a n i treceived
~
their classical formulations. As this understandmg has
not developed noticeably into our present age, the religious Jew is still looking
at Christianity from the same perspective. Professor Lasker's quite readable
dissertation will let Christians share in this perspective. Before zeroing in on
the four Christian d o c h e a of M t y , Incarnation, Transubstantiation, and
Virgin Birth, Dr. Lasker &a forth the philosophical framework of the Middle
Agea. I n the me usef reason Jews and Chrietians were closer than in their understanding of Biblical intapretation and history. Analysis of the philosophical
debate between the two groups is found by Lesker to be more profitable than
an analysis of Biblical and bimt01-Mones.
I n reading through this totally fascinating study, three thoughts continually
crosaed this reviewer's mind. (1) Various Jewish arguments of logic against
Christianity were in fact not those of logic but of philoeophy. (2) Many Jewish
u n c k r s b d q p of God surface again in the Calvinistic discnssions of Christ
and the Lord's Supper. (3) The Jewish polemicists failed to understand the
Christian position and inatead dealt with caricatures. Moses Mendelssohn
found the suffering of the second p of the Deity as against "reason and
cogitation" (p. 38). Christianity does not teach that the Deity actually has
human emotions as Jewish p0temisist.s held. The impassibility of the Deity is a
revealed doctrine and not one which arises from logic. The Jewish application
of the Aristotelian argument against the incarnation that only one object and
not two can occupy a given space reminds Lutherans of the Calvinists'
arguments against the preeence of Christ in the Lord's Supper. Lutherans have
reminded Calvinists that their understanding of the Lord's Supper logically
leads to a denial of the incamation.
If Lutberan pastors are going to take seriously the Synod's directives for
the evangelism of the Jews, then the time has also come for learning the
Jewish mindset. Lasker bas filled in the gap for us. It is difficult to imagine
that any pastor working in .a &mmunity with a good proportion of Jewish
people can afford not to o b t i h this study. Tbe priQ of $17.50 is a little steep,
but perhaps the cost can be covered by the budget of the evangelism wmmittee.
dps
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS. Edited by Hans Kueng and Walter Kasper.

The Seabury Press, New York, 1975. 93 peges. Paper. $4.95.
This is a part of the Roman Catholic Series, The New Concilium, Religion in
the Seventies. New Seriea: Volume 8, Number 10: Ecumenisrn. I n this Roman
Catholic-eponsored volume six Christian and six Jewish scholars engage in
dbIogue about Christianity and Judaism. The editorial, which begins this
work, was written by Hnne Kueng and Walter Kasper. The latter assert:
"Jews and Christians nvely meet on a religious footing, and seldom engage in
theological discussion with one another, deapite the declaration of Vatican I1
on the Jews and t
kc
o
m pronouncement of the World Council of
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Churches. T h e is still a considerable amount of hidden mistrust on both sidem
and, above all among Christians, a great dad of igmr-e."
This eection of Concilium is designed to help b d h Jews and Christians to
speak to each other and to relate to each other's theological views and beliefs.
The men who were invited to participate amow the Jews we=: Louis Jacobs,
a Rabbi of the New London Synagogue, London, England: Jo-h
Hehaan,
Senior Lecturer of Rabbinic Literature at the Hebrew University, ~erusalem;
Samuel Sandmel, Professor of Biblical and Hellenietic L h r a t ~ r eat the
Univereity of Cincinnati; Jakob J. Petuchowski, Research Professor of Jewish
Liturgy at the H e b ~ wUnion College and Jewish I-nstitute of RBLigion in
Cincinnati; David Fluaser. Professor of History of Religions, the Hebrew
University. Jerusalem and Uriel Tal, Professor of Jewish Hietuy at Td-Aviv
University. Among Christians asked to participate were: William David
Davies. Professor at Duke University; Clemens Thomas, Profeasor of Biblical
Sdence and Judaic Studies in the Faculty of Theology of Lucerne Univemity,
Switzerland; Jan Mlic Lochman, former Professor of Systematic Th&gy in
the University of Prague and now Professor of Systematic Theology in the
University of Basle, Switzedand; Jurgen Molt-,
Pmfessor of Sysbmatic
Theology at the University of Tuebingen; Bernard-Dominique, Director of the
Istina Study Center, in Paris and Kurt Hruby, Director of Judaism section of
the Paria Ecumenical 1qstitut.e and Professor of Rabbinic Hebrew and Judaism
at the Catholic University of Paris. These Jewish and C6ristian scholnra
presented their respective views on the following topior: 1. The Sipikance of
the Law. 2. Liturgy. 3. Religiousaess. 4. Messianic hope. 5. Jesus. and 6. The
Future of Christian-Jewish dialogue.
Those interested in the theological views of twentieth-~e~ltury
Jewa pertaining to their religious beliefs will find these erpmdom inetruetive.
However, none of the Christians writers takes the New Testament saioualy,
for Matthew, Mark, John. Paul and many other Jews in the New Testament
accepted the claim of Jesus of Nazareth that in Him the M e s s h i c pmpheciee
of the Old Testament were fulfilled. In John's Gospel. t h e e Jews who &md
to accept Jeeua Christ's claims are described as unbelievers, who will die in
their s h . Jesus said: "I am the way, the truth and the life, no man oonaeth
unto the fnther but by me" (14:6). Peter,the Jew, tald the rulers, eldm and
scribes in Jerueabm: "Neither is there salvation in eny o t k for there-ig none
other lume under heaven whereby we muat be saved (Acts 4:12) ." In chapter 3
of Aaa Peter asserted before the temple in Jerusalem: "The Cad of Abraham,
and of I==, and of Jacob, the God of our fathem, hnth glorified hie Son
Jeeus Christ; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the preclence of Pilate,
when he waa determined to let him go. But ye denied the Holy One and the
Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; and killed the Prina of
Life, whom God hath raiaed from the dead; whereof we are a) wi-8"
(3:12-15).
Both Jews and Gentilse, black, whites, yellow d red men need Jesus
Get, if they are to die happily and epead a happy eternity with the Father,
the Son and the Holy Ghost. the angels and the company of tbe r e d m e d .
Raymond F. Surburg
HARD QUESTIONS. Edited by Frank Colquhoun. InterVaraiw Prees,
Downers Grove, Illinois 60616, 1977. 131 pages. Paper. $2.96.
The title of this sympcsium w inspired by the Biblical vense fmm 1 Kings
13: "Now when the queen of Sheba beard of the fame of Solomon she came to
Jerusalem to teat him with hard qWation.9.. ." Thirty-aix "hard qu%stidnsU
are answered by ehiy-six diffenmt British evangelical schdam. Among the
qeuw (ue men of the stature of Michml Green, J. I. P a c k , John R.
W. S t d t , Colin Brown, D. K. Dean, Timothy Dudley-Sanith.
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The editor, Canon Frank Colquhoun of Norwich Cathedral, states in the
preface: "The purpose of this collection is to make available in a compact,
convenient form some plain b i b i i l answers to the sort of questions which are
commonly voiced by people today, both in the church and on the fringe."
There is no doubt that the questions treated "are big o w and raiae all
kinds of issues," Each hard question is answered in about 1,000 words, which
means that the questions cannot be adequately or completely dealt with. All
each writer was asked to do was to deal honeatly and sympathetically in the
light of modern trends. The approach to these problems is from the perspective
of the Christian viewpoint which holds to those doctrines of the ApostIe's
Creed accepted by historic Christianity.
With thirty-six different contibutors it is to be expected that on certain
topics there would not be complete agreement. This reviewer would sharply
disagree with the presentation and handling of the Biblical data allowing for
the existing of charismatic gifts (cf. John Goldingay, "Should all Christians
seek to speak in 'tongues' 'l!In general, the contributors defend' and support
those teachings without which Christianity would cease to be the only saving
I
faith among the religions of the world.
Raymond F. Surburg
FANNY CROSBY. By Bernard Ruffin. A Pilgrim Press Book from United
Church Press, 1976. 275 pages. Cloth. $8.00.
The L u t k a n pastor of Gloria Dei Church, Alexandria, Virginia has written
a very interesting and informative book about a blind poetess, who during a
goodly portion of her 95 years of existence exercised a considerable influence
on her surroundings and generation. Fanny Crosby, whose marriage name was
Van Alstyne, was the author of over 9,000 hymns, including such well-known
evangelical favorites as ''Fksue the Perishing," "Draw Me Nearer," "Pass Me
Not, 0 Gentle Savior," "Blessed Assurance." By these and many othere
Fanny Crosby influenced thousands of people between 1820-i925.
The h e r e n d Ruffin in 24 chapters has presented a chronoIogical account of
Fanny Crosby's life beginning with her childhood, followed by adoleecence, ber
stay a t the New York School for the Blind, where she for many years waa a
student, then a teacher and also for many years the attraction of this Nqw
York institution. It was only after many yeara that Fanny Crosby, "the Blind
Poetess," severed her connections and went forth on her own.
Mrs. Van Alstyne became a famous person and met many importent
political and reZigiou8 personalities of the last half of the 19th century and a h
a number of the early 20th century. In the nineteenth century she had
associatione with such religioue f h m a as Dwiaht L. Moocty. Ira SanLey,
Willia~Howard Doane, Robert Lowty, Hemy Ward Beecber, Sylvester and
Hugh Main, W.B. Bradbury lrnd George Stebbins.
"The Blind P&a"
waa a remarkable person. Theoiogidly speaking she
would be chsified as conservative, some would even say a fudmentaliet. She
believed in the neces&y of conversion, in accepting Jesus Christ as Savior and
that all who would die in eaving faith would go to heeven. She had a m
t
heat for &ring h&mmity. She worked in the Bowery and in other misnona
and eapcr;nlly pl-s
where the downtrodden of society would congregate. Sbe
received little and imdequate compensation for her literary efforts; ebe
preached, delivemd lectwes and participated in p r o w without
remuneration; often when she was offered money for her services, she refused
to accept it. She lived very humbly; sometimes in conditions of s q u a l ~ Ruffin
.
states on page 187 about Miea drosby: "And, of course, a greet deal of
Fanny's appeal was due to her charisma and indefinable mystique, a mystique
that ovenwhelmed all who met her. There were few who failed to come unrlar
her charm. It is amazing that of all the contemporary accounts which degcribe
Fanny Croeby and her work, not one falls anything short of adulation for her
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as a Person- Even those who bitterly criticized the quality of her hymns had to
admit that as a person she possessed an irresistible charm and an indisputable
holiness .''
This biography will also help the reader to understand the American scene
and in some respects t h e religious scene in America during the nearly centurylong time t h a t Fanny Crosby
granted by her Creator to live and work. In
some respects she was a religious enigma; never specifically identifying
with one church. Her hymn "pass Me Not, 0 Gentle Savior," in some
Lutheran hymnals p r o m o d Calvinsim and was not in harmony with true
Biblical t e a c h .
The author of this volume devoted many years to historical study before
writing this interesting and inspiring life of this unique Christian woman.
Raymond F. Surburg
I 11. Practical Studiee

THE LONELY HOUSE. STRENGTH FOR TIMES OF LOSS. By Lowell

0. ErdahA- Abingdon Press, 1977. 112 pages. Cloth. $5.95.
The senior pastor of University Lutheran Church of Hope. Minneapolis. has
slitten a book that pastors a s counsellors and people who have suffered the
loss of some dear one will find useful and instructive. The Reverend Erdahl
offers the bereaved fullness, direction, and hope in these topics: "The Lonely
House" . . . "The Promises for Terrible Times" . . . " "A Time to Mourn"
. . . "Terror on Every Side!" . . . "The Anguish of Regret" . . . "The
Weight of Resentment" . . . "The WiU of God?" . . . "Why?" . . . " Our Quest
for Meaning". . . . "Coping with Every Day" . . . "The Pein of
Loneliness" . . . "Antidote for Self-pity" . . ."How Long, 0 Lord?" . . . "Si
Weeks 'till Frost" . . . "Sing a New Song."
These are devotional readings which treat a theme for each week. There are
devotions for fifteen weeks, which can a h be read in weekly sections or right
through, as t h e reader prefers. Erdahl seeks to show those who grieve and
those who seek counsel "how fullness, directions, and hope can replace emptiness, confusion and despair." I n his short devotions the author employs
Bible passages, longer and shorter, personal suggestions based on
psychological insights and memorable thought to bring "from the virtually
inconsolable stage of mourning to the seemingly unreachable stage of
recovery".
The use of Scripturn is appreciated by the reviewer but at times Bible
passages are given different meanings than thme which were the intent of the
text. Passages misapplied are Romans 6:4 (p. 131, Romans 1:7 (p. 14),
Ephesians 6:12 (p. 471, Matthew 6:12 [where the Greek poneros means the Evil
One or Devil), John 4r24 (p. 48), Luke 9:59-60 (p. 85), 1 Cor. 2:9 [p. 110). On
page 65 Erdahl belittles correct theology. What is theology? Correctly understood it is God's Word correctly enunciated. A faIse theology can result in a
person's eternal death. The devotion on page 65, entitled "Beliwe What You
Can'' contains assertions that are not theologically or scripturally sound. The
&criminating pastor will find much of use and help in this book.
Raymond F. Surburg

.

KNOW THE TRUTH. By Alfred DoerfIer and Wm. H. Eifert. Revised and
Enlarged by Phillip B. Giessler. Adam/David/ZerubbaM Press. Cleveland,
1977. -60
The title of this reissued confirmation book for adults, originally published by
~ o n c o d i aPublishing House, in 1944. is based on John 8:31, 32; "Then Jesus
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said, "If you live in My W d , you are truly My disciples, and you will know
YOU. "
the truth, and the truth will
The present revision was prompted by five considerations, stated by GiessIer
on page IV as being: 1) it has been a valuable doctrinal tool in the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod since 1944; 2) it n d e d updating since new issues,
such as abortion, TM, new exampl-, e&. , have come to the fore; 3) it was felt
that proof testa would be more meaningful to adult converts if a more modern
translation were d;
4) its former outlining seemed somewhat crammed; and
5) it lacked the incorporation of various written-out parts of Luther's Six Chief
Parts, a s well as a few of the more impartant questions and answers from the
Schwan edition of Luther's Small Catechism.
Besides giving attention to these points, all Scriptural quotations are cited
in William F. Beck's, An American Tnurshtion. It has also used Luther's
Small Catechism with An American Zhnslrrtion Text as the basis for the Ten
Commandments and thaw pmta of the Small Catechism using the Bible as
proof.
This new edition of Know the TNth would be weable not only for confirmation c h s . In thie day of doctrinal confusion and of theological uncertainty this book, by nmnm of which many were introduced to the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith, cauld render a like service for
~ u t h e r a ncongregations ae thie book did a few decades ago.
Raymond F. Surburg
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FOR LIBERATION AND OTHER UPSETTING IDEAS. By J. C. W p . Abingdon, Nashville, 1977. 111 pagee.
Paper. $3.95.
Dr. Wynn, professor of pastoral theology of bigate-Rochester Divinity
SchoolA3exley Hall/Crraer Theological Seminary and an active member of the
Religious Education A d a t i o n , wrote this btief, easy-to-understand book
whose main thrust is to deal with current issues of education inside the church.
In this contribution to the field of religious education, Wynn discusses what
Christian education 6,wbat it ought to accomplish, as well as the nature of its
task.
Under six different topica he introduces upeetting ideas. He is critical of
both modem education as applied to Christian education and at the same time
berates traditional orthodoxy. With some of the criticisms made against
modem religious educatxm the mviewex would agree. Some of his obaervatiom
are accurate and true. How true is Wynn's obsmation that "church education
always reflects, like a mimx, the image of the body of the ecclesiastic itself.
Seldom do we see a strong church with weak education or, obversely, a weak
clmrch whose eduattiorzal prqpm is very good. Indeed, if current tendencies
pas& without &ration,
future generations will face dark
in which
they could be denied an undemtamhg of Chrietian faith and order," (p.19).
One topic discuseed by Wynn is the place of " h i t i o n theology" in the
Christian C h h . Wynn believes that active partkipation in the promution
of education for liberation of the poor and dhdvantaged is imperative and to
putkipate id b e l p i i the Third Worid Nations, sharing our reeonrcee a d
wealth with than, meem invohrement in "incarnational theology."
From a Luthrau and Biblical standpoint, Wynn fails to grasp the true
nature of the Kingdom of God and confuses the social gospel with the Biblid.
doctrine of redemption.
The iast topics discussed by the professor from ColgateRochesta. Divinity
School is "the conspirticy of silence about ascbatalogy in Churcb Education"
(pp. 89-100). Here again his understanding differs from the traditional understanding. In discussing the nature of the second coming of Chriet he adopQ
Dodd's "realized eschatohgy" CO-t.
Wynn does not p=t
a consietent
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view of what really is eschatology and what is involved in teaching this
doctrine in the program of Christian education.
Raymond F . Surburg
A NEW CLIMATE FOR STEWARDSHIP. By Wallace E. Fisher.
Abingdon, Nashville, 1976. 127 pages. Paper. $3.96.
Undoubtedly, tbere is a need for a new climate for stewardship, and the
discovery of Biblical stewardship, for which the author calls. We iook for a
reexamination of atewardship in the light of God's Word and of the responsible
stewardship of Biblical truths. We second the motion of the "call for fundamental change." It is vital to emphasize the care of persons, evangelism,
social action, ethical individual acts, and race relacions as a stewardship
respansiblilty .
The authm ia to be commended for condemning the reliance on budgets,
manipulative techniquw , and preoccupation with raising money and meeting
institutional needs. But so much is promised and so little delivered. Many
valid questions and issues are raised, some of which are handled quite
adequately, but many of which are left a t loose enda because a liberai theologyis promoted.
Wallace E. Fiaher has written some very stimulating books and is a
provocative writer. It is the impression of this reviewer that the publishers
recognized this and asked Fisher to write a book on stewardship. Possibly, the
stewardship efforts of Fisher's congregation are goal, but that does not make
him competerrt for providing solutions to the stewardship problems of our day.
He raises the right issuea. but his anawers do not satisfy in numy cases.
Fisher promotes a h i theology and the historical-critical methwt. His
definition of God's Word is: "The Word of God is the good news of God's
saving work in Christ." He crlaimn to take the middle road, for on pages 38-40
he seems to advise that we should not be too conservative and not too liberal.
But Fisher plainly sides with the liberal side when he says that the
congregation can accept myth, legend, drama, etc., in the cornmunicetion of
the Creation, the Fa, &. That, af courae, is corrupt stewardship of the
Word. He commends "solid B i b W s c h o h h i p " that equipped the clergy in
mninline Pn>tsg&nt churchaa to die"more clearly the divine Word in
human wards," and he wante the laymen to be taught likewise,approving the
J and P soullcee to help understand better the Creation staries (page 53).
Rightly, he raises questions about probcthg human rights and avoidmg
pdlution, but he apparently equates b e with specific political methode. He
does not mem to d
.
that sin exists, which is at the base of ecological

problems-

The section aoz quotas slad apportionmente is good. The treatment of sdes
and bazaars is bad.
Fiaher pecke away at many problems, settles some,but this is not the book
for congregational stewprdship camm&xw or their leaders. It is stimulating,
but mmtb in the palitid arean, where it takes the hbral view. A
morgahrd is offered, some tasty,eame not a0 tasty.
Waldo J Weming

.

