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Book Reviews 

W h i l e t h e r u t h o r E s l r e s a ~ t y w m a p p a c h , t h e c n t i n ~ i s m -  
d a a d i m n l i d b y a m i n a p r i o r i ~ ~ w i t l m t t e a r i a g ~ ~ ~ ~ e x m p l e ,  
~ P a d L u l r e ~ w i t h M u k h f m m o f t b e a o , ~ w a s a O e n t i l e a n d  
nor a kwbh Christisn, and Joha wrote i a d q d c d y  of the sympk tradition. Not 
o n l y d o t h e ~ c h n r c h f n t h e n s c o a m d i c t b r # e v i t w r , b u t ~ w c ~ t h e  
PaurtbE~ao~hmthe~arwd~arwd(wbrs~~dtbstbe?), 
theimernslevideaafmmthcaorpelethaMcl~#lconmdictthia.Johnsbawsa 
d e f i n i a e ~ a f t h e s p o p i c a o r p e l s .  

Sanesepnrlescaiolrrreinrfrarrha~.Ebrclrrmple,docellymiserd 
istheapola@icsisnifianceof~Jewisbcooy,n?undcdin~,Wthebody 
ofJaRMhrdbanstolen.WhtistobebelierrsdrboptthecorparralrtslllfbCtion 
intulceislessdua~clerr.hcxrchsnd,Lutek~to~the~d 
 ofth he^@. 1 2 3 ) u d t b n n t h e n a d p r l g s s y s t b a t t h e E ~  
w a s n o t c o n r m a i q e u o n ~ a r m r r : o f l e r r P s ' ~ ~ ~ b u a f f i r m i s O ' m  
deathclldnot~thecrucifiedJuuls."In~imroductiostheEnqgelietsore 
s a i d n o t t o h v e t h e m o d e r n ~ t b a t t h e ~ o f J e w u , i s f w a d r t i o D e l f w  
a g e a e r s l ~ o n . S u c h m o p i a i o l r ~ B D t r l r t i D t o ~ m t h s t J d m ' s  
accauatnnutb~undmrQoodwithinthe~ofbi~eatinaOrpe1,~henthecon- 
nactioclismrde@:25).Emthe~wimChristtheRaed~MdM 

David P. Scaer 
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not all Reformed are of Dutch background and are not committed to a particular 
polity are so harmless that they could have been excluded without a gnat loss. He- 
link bends aver backwards to diminish the importance of creeds in his tradition and 
mentions that all Lutherans, except for the M i h r i  Synod, have taken the same 
mute. (At the turn of the century Pieper said just about the same thing about the 
Reformed.) 
The chapter on the liturgical character of the Refwmed selfdemucrs when it is men- 
tioned that the Lord's Supper is celebrated fDur times a year. While Lutheranism 
is Christocentric, Calvinism's stress is on the sovereignty of God. We are warned 
by the author of "an unbiblical Chriswntrism:' The Reformed faith is still the 
religion of the Holy Spirit who. works in a parallel action alongside of the Word. 
For Lutherans the Holy Spirit works only in the Gospel, i.e., the message about 
Christ. Heaselink is honest and to the point. He has perfwmed a great service. No 
other conclusion is possible than that Lutheranism and the Reformed faith are two 
difkrent religions, beginniog with their difkring concepts of God, Christ, and reve- 
lation. That is only the start. The problem on the Lord's Supper is only a sympto- 
matic blemish of the d fundamental problems. A book lib this is always of great 
value as it shows where some characteristically Reformed thoughts have been panned 
off as Lutheran. 

David P. Scaer 

THE POWER OF THE POWERLESS: The Word of Liberation for i'oday. 
By Juergen Moltmann. San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1983. 

166 pages. Cloth, n.p. 

About twenty years ago Moltmann's theology of hope placed him in a posi- 
tion of piomhence in the theological world from which he has not fallen. His 
other books, never matching the first in depth and scholarship, are variations 
on the theme adopted from the philosopher Ernst Bloch that disappointment 
provides the future with the foundation of hope. In Power of the Powerless 
the eighteen chapters are sermons centering on this theme with special atten- 
tion to man's participation in the social order to bring about a better world ex- 
istence. 

With the American background of the Social Gospel, Moltmann's message 
has found even a more fertile soil on this side of the Atlantic than in its Ger- 
man homeland. Each chapter is supplied with a Biblical text and many provide 
a concluding prayer. This is usable material. Attractive in Moltmann's ap- 
proach is a deliberate attempt to be Biblical both in themes and language, very 
much like Karl Barth. Of course, this can be its greatest danger. A sermon on 
Noah becomes a plea for conserving natural resources. One on the 
peacemakers pushes pacificism. A final sermon urges Christian responsibility 
for Third World countries. Moltmann is Reformed, but with his concept of 
God's involvement in the suffering world he is more like Luther in content and 
language than Calvin with his idea of God's transcendence. Thus the sermon 
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for Good Friday bristles with phrases (of course, abstracted from the totality 
of Moltmann's theology) that emphasize a suffering Christ, too often forgot- 
ten. If the suffering theme of Moltmann is a corrective for a Christology which 
sees humiliation as an embarrassing interlude in the divine plan, it would have 
no meaning without the "who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven." Since this is missing, Moltmann's Christ is hardly more than 
the man who in disappointment continues to hope. 

David P. Scaer 

MELANCHTHONS BRIEFWECHSEL. Band 4. Rcgesten 3421-4528 
(1544-1546). 

Barbeitet von Heinz Scheible unter Mitwirkung von Walther Thuringer. 
Frommann-Holzboog, Stuttgart-Bad Cannstaat, 1983. Cloth. 477 pages. 

CoUected here are one thousand one hundred and seven letters from the 
year 1544 to 1546 of the German reformer, Phillip Melanchthon. The letters 
are not transcribed word for word, but the editors have organized the original 
material into straightforward sentences. In the more extensive letters, the 
sentences are numbered for more efficient reference. Some of the letters are 
authored by Melanchthon along with Luther and Bugenhagen and others are 
those received by him. % 

As these lettys come from the period just around Luther's death, some of 
them can be mentioned briefly.On February 17,lM,Brenz wrote to Melanch- 
thon complaining about participating in the Regensburg colloquy with the- 
Catholics as they had not changed their position on justifikation. On the next 
day, Melanchthon wrote Luther wishing him a safe journey home, thanking 
him for informing him about the death of Pope Paul 111, and saying that his 
wife had sent him the requested medicine. On February 21, the elector sent 
Melanchthon a letter telling him to make funeral preparations for Luther. 
Other letters speak about the emperor's mobilizing of the troops to move 
against the Lutherans. Reformation research will benefit greatly from the 
publishing of these edited letters. 

David P. Scaer 
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WORD BIBLICAL COMMBNTAIW. Wume 19. By Pleter C. Craigie. W Baok 
P u u  W, 'Ikm, 1983. Ehdbomd, 378 psges. 

Abnl W a d  Comnvmruy hs been Wed as a new qository of Biblical learn- 
i n g . W B o o k P u b ~ c l a i m t o h v e ~ a t c a m o f i n t c m a t i o a n l s c h o h  
to povide a dxnwwc ofthe best in cvangdical critical scholarship for a new gener- 
ation. The compkted commngry will comprise 52 volumw, of which 32 will deal 
w i l b t h e O l d W . T h e ~ E d i c D n s a n D g v i d A . H u b b a r d a n d C i l e n a ~ ,  
with John D. Watb as the Old rrstamnt editor. 

Wume 19 mats Psalms 1-5Q IbUcrwiog the division adapsd by the Anchor Bi- 
ble. The author ofthis volume is Craigie, Dean of the W t y  of Humanities 
in the Uniwdy of Calgary. In his commentsry Craigie gives a d analysis of 
thelrqBuPIDe~fwm.Hewascoa'rmnedtocommunicatcboththeemationaland 
~ i m p e c t d t h e P r r l m e a s b e b c l k v c a t h a c p o a n s ~ o r i g i a a l h l ~  
bytheIeneli~intheit~servicesandalsointheirprivate~as.~h 
d t h e ~ ~ i ~ a n e w ~ w h i c h i s W o n t h e l e t e s t t e x t u a l a n d  
~ d . ~ h r s ~ i n U g a r i t i c a n d , L i b e D a h o o d , u s e e U g a r i t i c  
to explain and cotrtct the Biblical Massoretic text. Pege ZR5 lists all the Ugaritic 
~ s n d ~ u e s d s n d ~ t c d i n ~ w i t h t h e f w m , s h r u c a u e , a n d c o n -  
tent8 of the Psrlmr discussed in volume 19. In addition to notes on each psalm 
t h e  arc a number of imrroductory essays that include "The Origin of Psalmody 
in I d , "  "The Conrpilotioa dthe Psllter," "The F'8alms and the Rnblan of Author- 
ship,"'~TheologicaIRMspecti~intheBookofRPalms," and "ThePsalmsand 
R#xm Rererrcb:' ccmriqg pqse~ a-26 
The W - c r i t i c a l  method is the controlling hennemtic of Cragies in his in- 

Berpnbtionofml-mc~claimsthathepoemsintheMterarcman's 
respoaae to Israel's experience with God. Thus the Old 'ItstamM contains some 
books that arc a rmlrtion fnrm Ood to mm, and other books contain man's re- 
sponsetohisnligiousexpericnce.Thiameaasthatdycetzainbooksarcactually 
theWof~.ThstwrnlyisnotthestaMxoftheNew'Itscament. Inmmcrous 
~ N e w ~ a u t h o r s q w d e ~ f r o m t h e P s a l m s a s t h e a u t h o r i t a -  
ti= WofGodanddonotconriderthe Psalmsmerely man'sthoughtsandurwds. 
Christ is not found at all in the Old ltagmnt by Craigie. Psalms like 2, 8, 1645, 
69.89, IlQ,citcdintheNewltagmntasprrdictingmntsaboutChrist,areinter- 
pnasd in a csmpleaely d i t k n t  mslllltr, In firct, Craigie claims that the Fsalms have 
difhent levels d meaning. Welm 2 is a c o d o n  poem, which had a different 
mPaiqg origidly then when it was later written h; then it was again =inter- 
pmsd. Onemayrsk: Wtvlaisthe~betweenthistheotythatatexthasdifk- 
at t h c o 1 ~  levels depmdiqg on the century of man's existence in which it is 
emplaySa, and the three difhent senses Origen attributed to a text or the h r h l d  
wme so popular &mugbout dre Middle Ages till the time of the Refwmation? 
W Publishers claim that their new commentaries "offer a thorough scutiay of 

the eviderice produad during the current generation" of major discoveries found 
in the historical, textual, and archaeological fields, presented with a firm commit- 
ment to the authority of Scripbutie as divine melation. But the historical-critical 
method undenniaes the authority of Scripture; the Psalms are -&I to contain objec- 
tionable sayings (the so-called maledictoxy Psalms) and emneous views but does 
not do justia to the Balms because of its rejection of the basic henmaeutical prin- 
c i p l c t h a t a t e x t ~ d y  oat ieoendedsc118candnotmult iple~.  Serious, 
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INTRODUCMON TD THE SEMITIC LANGWES. By Ooabelf 
Translated by h r  T. Daniels. E i ,  Winona M e ,  Indiana, 1983. Paper, 
m w. $ 2 0 . ~  

This is a trrnsletion of Bergsbsesser's E@&mng in die scnJaischen &m&n, 
originally published in 1928 (third edition i d  by Max Huebner -lag. Isman- 
ing, Muenchen, 1977). Thi8 Germrn scholuly work mlr tnanlrtad by PWM T. 
D a n i e l s , w b h n s s l s o p n n r i d s d ~ , a M b l i o g r r p b y , a n d ~ ~ o n t h e ~  
mitic Scrips. eergsmesserta Intrndicaion to the Semitic kmgrvylcs has cbspbrs 
on the following bpagcs: (1.) ProbbScmiSic, a puely racoastnrasd h g q p ;  (2.) 
Alrhdiur, (3.) Hehew; (4.) Aramaic, both Old Old and Modem A m m k  (5.) 
Soudr~andEthiopic;and(6)Northpupbic.Tbebodr~01~:1udeewiththra 
sppeadias:ammon'Saniticwlords,~andSemitic~TbenewAmai- 
crur~gi'~#la~ofperiodicPLsandcoll~,rn~wMblipr- 
phy,andan~indexofaudrorsIWlCtiOPLdd~tthebodr,allnewbwhues. 

Althoughthe~sppeandfiffyyearsqeo,itisstillnotoutdat&.Ihnielsas- 
serts about the vvwk he d a t e d :  ''GoUhelf Berptmam (l886-1933) was one of 
t h e ~ S r m i t i c l i q s u i s r s a n d p h i l ~ l ~ . T h i s s m s l l ~ ~ ~ h i s l c a m -  
ing, and every page yields concise stetemeats of nmarkable insight. He imendsd 
thebookEorelemnEuyclassesinSemitic~,butonlyone6aniliar~.ll 
begin to spprecirbe the achicvcmmts in t h e  brief dmpms" @. xv). Since the ap- 
jxuaxx of Bergsaaesser's Inhoducrion, U @ i c  and Eblaitc (or Eblite) haw bee31 
d i s c c m n d , b u t t b y a r c n o t i n c l u d c d i n t h i s ~ b y ~ . H ~ i s t h e ~  
givcnhrnotinco~infonnrtionontbeseIraeusgss: "Itswashappilydecid- 
edinadvamx,s iacethe~lsanonlyprrt iPl ly trarw&dand~tnt ts  
only fully wcalizd dialects. Ugaritic, as well as othet unvDcPlized dialeccs (Woa 
aecisn, w c  South Arabic) a d  the problematic Amorite and Eblite, hawev- 
er, arc included in the notes in the bibliogrephy" @. xvi). 

In the mt#l and comments Daniel had the assistance of a number of his teachers, 
mmmnding scholars ofthe Oriental Institute ofthe Univdty of Chicago. Scatred 
~thisoompantivcgrammarantwelwvery~tablea.Shdenlsinba#lbad 
inthe~~lrrti~nshipofHebrewandAramaictootberSemiticlPqguageawillbegnue- 
ful that Eisenbrauns undertook the publication of this well-printed book. 



MARTIN UlTHER'S DEUTSCHE BIBEL. By Hans Wlz. Herausgegeben wn Heb 
ning Wimdhd. Friedrich Wittig Whg, Hamberg, G e m ,  1977.253 p a p .  98 
marks. 

Although this d e n t  work wee published in 1977, it might be looked upon as 
preparcltion for the 450th annivcmary (1984) of the traa9lrtion and publidion of 
Luther's Old and New 'Mamem as the aetman Bible in 1534. The publication 
of Luther's German BiMehas ken labelled as the greatest bookcvent ofthe six- 
teenth century. Dr. Hans k l z  (1904-1978), an authority on the Luther Bible and also 
a contributor on Ludrer's Oerman Bible to the Wimar edition of Luther's wwks, 
intended this wlume as a publication on the origin and publication of the German 
Bible, especially for the general public. U n h ~ t e l y ,  he was n6t able to see the 
pmjh through, a task d e d  out by Henning Wendland. 

The wlum has ten chapters, plus a time table, a bibliograpiy and a listbg of 
allpersonsandcvcnts~tointhebook. Theintroductorychaperweewritten 
by WllhcIm Kanbenbsch a d  treats Luther's laaguage in the Oenarra Bible. ?he 
next chapter preeeng an wxwnurt of the Oerman prehtheran Bibles, published in 
thelatchfiddle Agca. T h e ~ c h a g t e t g i v & a h i s t o r y o f t h e ~ t h a t ~  
Luther's ttrmslrtion lctivitier. The fautb chapbr discusses the lim ofthe men who 
helped Lutber witb his mnslrtim aad llevieionel activity, such as Philip Melmch- 
thon, Johannes Bugdqpn, Cqmr  Cruciger, Justas Jonas, aSog !3pdath, Mat- 
t b w s ~ ~ O s o g R o e t a . T b e ~ ~ , i n 1 7 ~ l i s $ ~ ~  
theplbliebetsandprinbn~1vsdinthepublicationof~sNewltstamtnt 
and h e r  of the conplsb Bible. In the next chnpter k l z  lists the German Bible in 
single editions, follmd by a chagtet @viq  the history of the compleb editiom 
oftheBible. I n t h e ~ ~ k l z n p o r $ o n t h e s p r r e d a n d ~ w h i c h L u t h a ' s  
German Bible had on Oennuy and &r European lands. W~aeaberg had a num- 
berofpriaffsudbindaiesbueyplMishiqBLuther'sBibkand~~. Haw 
e m ,  asWlzshawe,inchspbrnine,theBibleofLutherwasalaoplblishedinBasel, 
Zuerich, Au@urg, Nuernbag, Msinz, %m and Straw-. By means of his 
Bible tmdation Luther had mated the new High German language hr Oennsns, 
butIawOermrndsowrsspdoMlinvari0~~pBR8ofwhetlaterweetobeded 
Germanyandwinstillrwtherchaptcrshawshaweanslstions~lmmedeinLow 
Oerman.Inhislartchrprntheinn~~l~aofLutber'snanslationaassaninthefib 
t h a t K i a g C h r i s t i e n I I , w b o h d t o t l s e h i s l a n d ~ o f h i s a # t m p t t o ~  
the Reformation, l i d  in W m  in dre house of Lucaa Cranach, when he wit- 
aessedthep lb l i ca t ionof Iu lher ' s scpaaberand~Ncw~in1~22 .  
The king determined to makc the Bible available to the Danes; and in 1524 appeared 
atrsnslrSionoftheNewTcsgmeatinDanish, publishedinLeipzig,butactuaUy 
done in Wittenbag by Christian Vinter, Ham Nikelsen, and Henrik Smith @. l24). 

A n ~ ~ ~ o f t h i s b o o k ~ t h e m a n y r e p r o d u c t i ~ l l s o f p a e e s ~ v a r i -  
o w  books connected with thehhbry of Luther's complete G e n m  Bible. The wl- 
u m e ~ a p l d m i a e o f i n f a n n u i o n a b o u t L u t h e r , h i s ~ r s , a n d a r t i s t s  
and printers of the German Bible. 

Raymond F. Surburg 




