An Old Journal under a New Cover

This issue, sporting a new cover designed by Colleen Bartzsch, gives
us reasons to celebrate. First, after being two years behind in our
publication schedule, CTQ is now current. Our readers have been
pleasantly surprised by the receipt of 15 issues since December 2006, a few
of which were two issues printed under one cover in order to save postage.
Some of you have even suggested that our journal should now be named
Concordia Theological Monthly! Although David Scaer previously mentioned
the key persons who helped in this catch-up process (see CTQ 70
[July/October 2006]: 367), I again express our sincere appreciation for the
dedicated work of Annette Gard (CTQ Administrative Assistant), Jason
Braaten (CTQ Graduate Assistant in 2006-2007), and Peter Gregory (CTQ
Graduate Assistant in 2007-2008). The exemplary quality and quantity of
these issues, produced under a demanding schedule, is due to these three
individuals.

A second reason to celebrate is because this journal has been blessed
for many years by the editorial leadership and writing of David P. Scaer.
As we begin our seventy-second year of publication, it is worthy to note
that it has been almost four decades since Scaer first became Editor of this
journal (see The Springfielder 33, no. 3 [December 1969]: 1). Over 30 years
ago, he introduced both a new name (The Springfielder became Concordia
Theological Quarterly) and a new cover (see his editorial in CTQ 41 {January
1977): 1-2). The respect that CTQ enjoys among its readers as one of the
most important journals in Lutheran theology is due, in large part, to
Scaer’s work. He has been a consistent advocate for letting this journal be
“the theological voice” of our seminary to the wider church, an untiring
editor in cultivating the right mix of writings for publication, and a prolific
author of countless incisive articles that have appeared in these pages over
the past four decades. We are thankful that he continues to serve as Editor.

We hope you enjoy the small changes in this issue and those that will
follow. Do not, however, expect an issue each month: we are back to four
issues a year, one every three months! Most of all, we pray that you will
continue to be blessed and nurtured by the theology —especially the
faithful witness to Jesus Christ — presented in this journal.

Charles A. Gieschen
Associate Editor




