The Death of Jesus as Atonement for Sin

The teaching of Jesus” death as atonement for sin has received reneweq !
attention recently in biblical and theological studies. Some of this attentjop, -
has been in reaction to the omnipresent mantra of critical scholarship that
such teaching was a later creation of the church in order to provide a more
suitable interpretation of the death of Jesus. Both the Symposium op |
Exegetical Theology and the Symposium on the Lutheran Confessions at
Fort Wayne, held in January 2008, took up the challenge of engaging this
debate. The four articles in this issue were first delivered as papers durmg
these symposia.

David Scaer addresses the tendency of Lutherans to see atonement as a
doctrine easily separated from—and less important than —justification. He !
demonstrates the intimate interrelationship and interdependence of these
doctrines as well as the current challenges being issued against a ;
proclamation of the atonement that is faithful to the teaching of the !
Scriptures, especially of Jesus in the Gospels. The remaining three articles
each focus on the atonement as proclaimed in the Gospels of Matthew, °
Mark, and John respectively. Jeffrey Gibbs, author of the recently
published Concordia Commentary on Matthew 1-10, explores the variety °
of texts in which Matthew proclaims the atonement. In addition to his. |
emphasis on Jesus’ substitutionary role as the New Israel, Gibbs giveé )
significant attention to showing how Matthew proclaims the death of Jesus -
as the eschatological visitation of the Father’s divine wrath over all sin. The
article by Peter Scaer introduces us to some of the modern debate and then |
focuses on the teaching of atonement in Mark. Not only does he review the
traditional texts proclaiming atonement (especially Mark 10:45), but he
also probes how Jesus (and subsequently Mark) use the Lord’s Supper and
Baptism in order to proclaim Jesus’ death as atonement. My article .
addresses the challenge that the fourth evangelist does not understand -
Jesus’ death as atonement for sin by demonstrating ways in which this |
Gospel proclaims atonement that are in concert with the more explicit
atonement teaching in 1 John. |

Debate about the atonement in our circles used to center around the ;
legitimacy of proclaiming the atonement also according to the Christus
Victor model rather than strictly using the more familiar Anselmic model. :
Much more is at stake in the current debate. We hope these articles will
help readers to ground their teaching of the death of Jesus as atonement .
for sin in the very Gospels that narrate our Lord’s exemplary life lived and |
laid down in our stead to pay for the world’s sin and conquer our foes,
death and Satan.
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