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Fort Wayne, Indiana
In communion with Christ our identity is fundamentally
altered. Here we are Christians—not because we merely act,
speak, or think like Jesus—but because Christ Himself lives
within us. At Christ’s altar our families and ethnicities are
forgotten; our careers, economic status, as well as every
other earthly association, must be left behind.
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By the Rev. Larry A. Nichols, Pastor of Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church, Smithfield, Rhode Island
Christ in a pagan world is not about the past. It is about a
very real present. This is true because our culture is filled
with cults, the occult, neo-paganism, Wicca, the New Age
Movement, etc.
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Sacred Theology (S.T.M.) Program at Concordia
Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana
While the joy in the forgiveness of our sins remains firm
because of the Lord’s gifts in baptism, the world into which
we are placed each day is ever changing. As the “mainline”
churches continue to decline in membership “spirituality,”
the impulse to seek communion with the Divine is thriving.
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1s not about the past. It is about a very real present. This
is true because our culture is filled with cults, the occult,
neo-paganism, Wicca, the New Age Movement, etc.

and I have written extensively on these themes. But

the reality of Christ in a pagan world today became
painfully obvious to me in my early years as a pastor.

I was on my way to a hospital visit in the early morning
hours. I stopped at a restaurant for breakfast. My waitress
was in her early twenties. She immediately asked me
about “the white thing” I was wearing around my neck.
The following represents the conversation as I best
remember it:

“I am a Christian minister,” I responded.

“What is a minister?”

“Have you ever heard of Jesus?” I asked.

“No, who is Jesus?”

[I was incredulous!] ““You have never heard of
Jesus Christ?”

“No I really have not!”

“Really?” Now my mind was rushing for some
common reference. “Have you ever seen a building
with a cross on it?” I asked.

“Come to think of it, I have,” she said.

“Ok, have you ever seen a cross on a building with a

body on it?”
“Yes, and I always thought that this
was something horrible and cruel.”

“Well the person on that cross is
Jesus,” I told her. “I want to tell you
something about who Jesus is and what
He did for you.” I pulled out
my pocket New
Testament

3:16. Now most Christians
know this passage by heart,
but I wanted to read it to her
with her looking at the very words
on the page. I started to read “For
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God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son . ..” As T read these words T heard a noise. T looked

up. She was sobbing.

“Does this Jesus really love me and did God do that

for me?”

I’m not making this up.
This conversation really took
place. My point for relating it
is that this is not as anecdotal
as it seems. Many young
people are no longer tuned in
to Christianity. I spend a good
deal of time on Luther’s
explanation to the Second
Commandment in Catechism:

A challenge to the church today
(is) to continue to proclaim to
the neo-pagan culture around us
the words of Mark 1:1, “The
beginning of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.” For many,
Jesus Christ can indeed be a

“We should not use witchcraft
...” along with other parts of
the Lutheran Confessions as
an opportunity to teach extensively about the world of the
occult and how we as Christians are to assess it.

In my latest book, Encyclopedic Dictionary of
Cults, Sects, and World Religions (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2006), I note the difference between
spirituality and religion. Almost without exception, young
people today distinguish between the two. Spirituality is a
good thing while religion, especially organized forms of
it, are out. Whether it be the Kabbalah, an Ouija Board,
or personal meditation with New Age crystals, this
constitutes a multi-cultural spirituality. But the corporate
gathering around the liturgy of Word and Sacrament,
which clearly presents the Gospel of Christ, constitutes a
chokehold on the “liberation” one can experience with
personal tailor-made homespun spiritualities. This
thought process creates a challenge to the church today to
continue to proclaim
to the neo-

pagan
culture
around us the words of Mark 1:1, “The
beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.” For many, Jesus Christ can indeed be
a new beginning.

new beginning.

The Rev. Larry A. Nichols serves as Pastor of
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Smithfield,
Rhode Island.





