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WHY I AM A LUTHERAN
I.

I mn a IAllwra,, _ _ , , llu Ltd,,,,_ C,_,,,,
r«nw$ Ille Bible

,u Gal$ W IIITI.

All Scripture i1 given by inspiration of God,
Tim. 3: 16. Holy men of God spake u they
were moved by the Holy Gh01t, 2 Pet. 1 : a1. Not
in the wocds which man's wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Gh01t teacheth. 1 Cor. 2: 13- Beine the Word of God, 1'the ScriptUR cannot be
brolren," u Christ llid, John 10: 35. bnt ii withoat error. The Bible doea not simply cnt• the.
word of Gad: the Bible i, the word of God to
men, llrOtlfll men.
Some one misht say that all Christian churches
aceept the Bible u God's infallible word. Would
to God thil were true I As a aad matter of fact
not all people calling the1111Clve1 Christiana accept
the Bible u truly the inspired word of God.
The reports of Sunday lfflllOl'II in the Monday
papen prove clearly that many preachen of many
denominations do not bold to the inspiration of
the Bible. Tbeae preachen are tolerated by their
churches, and so these denominatians make themselves partaker• of the tin.
2

a

Amid all this dismal din of disloyal denial of

God'• word, the voice of the true confeaaionaf La-theran Chun:h rings out clear u a clarion for the
inspiration of the Bible, and for thi1 reason I am
a Lutheran.

II.
I a'" a L•lltfftlfl llnatU, tlw Ltatlura• CIHwcla «-

c.ts tlll Bible a.s tlw Oflly
#ffclie,.

L

twl,

of failll au

HUIIAK AUTHORITY IS RIJICTID lJf KAHIIS OP
RIU.lGlOlf.

On the 18th day of April, 1521, Luther faced
the Emperor and the representatjves of the Pope.
and refuled to take back his relip>ua teachings
unlell refuted by the Scriptures alone.
"Por I believe neither the Pope nor the Cou••
cils alone, becaUlle it is evident they have erred
often and contradicted them1elveL I am van•
quilhed by the Scriptures adduced by me, and
my c:onacience is held captive in God'• word!t: I
cannot, neithtt am I willing to take back anything, for to act against con1cience ii neither safe
nor upright!'

'

That bu ever been the polition of the Lutheran
Church.
"The Word of God should &ame articles of
faith; otherwise no one, not even an an,el."Smalcald Art., Part II., Art. 2: 15.
"We receive and embrace the Prophetic and
Apoatolic Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments u the pure, clear fountains of Israel, which
an the only true standard whereby to judge all
teachers and doctrines."-Porm. of Concord, Sol
Dec. and Epit.
The Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but
the Bible is the reHaion of Lutherans. 'nie authQrity of a Pope, of councils or synods, is not
binding on the conscience.
If it be objected that this position does not belong to the Lutheran Church alone, but to all
Protestants, it may be said, in the 6rat place, that
the Lutheran• were the fint to take thia stand,
and that the others learned it from them, and thus
bear witnea to the correctnesa of the Lutheran
doctrine. It may be said, in the second place, and
thia is of far more importance, that the othera are
not consistent in carrying out thia principle, and
that they do not reaJv make the Bible their onlJ
rule of faith and practice.

2.

BUJIUJ K:IASON OR :aATIONAlJSll IS Et,JICTID
IN IIATTOS OF llltUCION.

On Oct. 1-3, 1sa9. there was a conferen~ at
Marburg between Luther and Zwingli in regard
to the Lord's Supper. The point at issue was
practically this~ What is to decide the question,
the Word of God or the reason of man?
A.a at Worm1 Luther defended the authority of
the Bible against the authority of man, ao at Marburg Lather apheld the authority of the Bible
qainat the authority of human reason.
Zwingli tried to ahow that the pteaence of Christ
in the Lord'• Supper i• contrary to reuon; ~uther
proved it to be accordinc to Scripture. Zwincli
held that Christ's body could not be in heaven and
alto on earth ; Luther replied that human reason
could not be a judge of God's power, and decide
what God could do and could not do. Christ said,
"'nii1 ii my body," and Luther held that Chrut
meant what He •id. and could make good what
He said.
The Landpve Philip of Heue, who had paid
cloee attention to the proceediDfl, aid at the •
cloee: "I will now believe the ■mple words of
Christ rather than the keen thoughts of man."
And that bu ever been the poaition of the J.,u..
theran Church. She believes the wo.rcl of God,
e,·en when He reveals to \11 thinp beyond our
reason, things that we must call my1terlea.

e

In nin would bouting reuon find

The path to happiness and God ;
Her weak directions la11e the mind
Bewildet'ed in a dottbtfal road.

Jesus,

Thy ,lfllfflU alone Impart
Eternal Ufe; on tbele l Ure;
Here aweeter comforts cheer my heart
Than all the powers of Natu~ cive.

devue

The various forma that men
To ahalre my faith with treacherous art,
I scorn as vanities and Bel,
And bind Thy Gos,,l to my heart.

3-

nnu•G OR ICNTBUSIASK IS R'lt]JtCTID IN l~AT-

TOS Of 11.ILIGION.

During Luther' • stay in the Wartburg, the
''Heavenly Prophet•" came to Wittenberg and
boasted of a direct revelation from haven, a,f visions and dreams, of familiar talks with God in
oomparison with which the Bible was a 1man
thing. They wanted to kill all priests and wi.icked
men and set up the kingdom of God. Churches
were ruined, windows smashed, picture, tom up,
altan uPtet, and other outrages committed.
Over apinst the alleged direct inspiration of
these Heavenly Prophett, Luther upheld the written Word of God, and showed that nery spirit
oppoting the Bible is not the Spirit of God.
7

To-day we still uphold the authority of Goers
written word against the cJaims of direct inspiration and personal revelation and against all the alleged teaching, leading, guiding, and filling of the
Holy Ghost that is not in agTCement with God's
written word in the Bible.
Almost every religioua crank triea to palm off
hit. notions or whims or dreams as direct per90nal
revelations of the Holy Spirit.
When a doctrine or practice does not square
with God's written word, then we know that the
doctrine or practice is not of God, and we reject
it. Most reverently and most decidedly we say
that if any man, though it be an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel than that accordinc to ,the Bible, let him be accuned, Gal. I :8.
If we follow the authority of a man, we become
the spiritual 1lave1 of a man; and if we mast have
a Pope, let us take the Pope at Rome and be done.
If we lolJ()w the authority of human reason, we
will be led int.o hopeless infidelity. Human reason
has made many attempts in all these centuries to
pe u1 the truth in matters pertaining to God, the
tool, immortality, etc., but it has made a mi.erable failure. At last the priests and prophets of
human reason have declared their incompetence
and utter bankruptcy.• Huxley, Tyndall, IncerlOll, and other! have confessed themaelves AgnOltic:s, which being inte!lreted into plain English
means ••Knownothings.'
8

Ignoance with a blank, vacant stare ia the fuhionable religion of philosophy at the end of the
nineteenth century.
If we follow our feelings or notions or alleged
direct revelations of God. wc will be as a ship without rudder or anchor, a to, of tides and storms,
we will be led Into baseleaa enthusium, vain superstition, wild fanaticiam. of' idle dreams. Witneas
Quakerism, Mormonism, Mohammedanism, Swedmbof'lianiam, Buddhi1111 ; witness the Christian
Scientists, Theoaphiltl, Faith Caren, Divine
Healer.a, and what not.
If wc follow the written ward of God as we find
it in the Bible, we will be led into•a aound, solid,
aane, sober Chriatianity. Make the written word
of God the foundation, source, and rule of faith
and practice, and you can be "ready alwa,s to give
an anawcr to every man that uketh you a reason
of hope that is in you,'' I Peter 3 :15.

III.
I

a LtdlNrtM IHcawt Ille LtUMrtlfl Cltwcle a&•
c,,11 God'.r W ,,rtJ a1 11w mtat1.1 of g,a&e, a, tlw
c,,_,.,l, w/eicle, ur irulrwm,wt llwot,p flllwla
God'.r grace 11 brotarAI to ,,,,, ..,.,,,. for ,.., ltJftHI-

OM

...

,

8

1. Some people really look upon their hands
as the means of grace. They think they are j111d.
fied by their good wor_ka. They want to work or
earn or pay their way to heaven. They "believe
in doing what's fi«ht," and put their trust in their
own good WOl"D. The trouble i■ that the■e people can never know for a certainty when they have
done enough IO(>d work to pay for their pas-.e
to heaven, and so they are uncertain as long as
they tin. They cannot be confident of their ul·
wtion and their life cannot be cheerful; it is overcast with the black clouds of doubt and fear.
On the other hand. the Lutheran •JS>-

'Tis not by works of

righteou■oeu

Which our own hands have done;
But we are •ved by sovereip pC'e,
Abounding throqh His Son.

"We conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law," Rom. 3 :28.
2. Other people look to their heart or feeling.
When they feel good, ret excited, and are full of
enthusiasm, they begin to ling and about and uaert that they have· "got ·religion," "feel grace,"
and are •ved, '';Hallelujah I P~ae the Lord I"
If on the next day they lose th11 sweet feeling
or sense of joy, they become cast down and begin
to fear that they are lost and damned.
As the thermometer riset and falls with the tan•
perature, 10 their prospects of alvation ri■e and
10

fall with their feeling. Plainly these poor people
have no solid foundation for the hope of their salvation. They are rmlJy on the anxious bench as
long as they live.
On the other hand, the Lutheran sinp-

1 cling to what my Savior taught,
And trust it, whether felt or not

Apin.

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
h laid for your faith in His excellent IIIOf"d.

Htrt the R~eem~r•s ~lcomc voice
Spreads heavenly peace around;
And life and ever)~ joys
Attend the blissful IOUnd.

Teach me to loft Thy .:red uerd
And view my Savior dtrrr.
3. Still others look for their salvation to God's
eternal decree of predestination. Islam, Fatalism.
Calvinism ia the sad source of their cold comfort.
"Whatever will be, will be. If I am to be damned, I'll be damned in spite of all I may do; if I am
to be saved, I'll be saved in spite of all I may do."
"Ifr'-But there's the rub. These decrees of
God are secret, and thae people have no means
of learning t<> which of thne two classes they bell

long. They may search the heavens till dooms•
day, to learn the mind of God, but all in vain. If
consi5tent, they must fall into proud presumption
or deadening despair.
4, The Lutheran does not look to his bands,
to his good works, for the means of his salvation i
he does not look into his heart, into the state of
his feelings, for the assurance of his salvation; he
does not try to look into God's hidden eternal decrees for the certainty of his salvation: the Lutheran looks straight into God's Word for the
knowledge of God's purpose.
The astronomer does not look up into the skies
to study a star, but down into a mirror in which
the telescope reflects the star.
The Lutheran does not look up to sweep the
heavens to study God's mind and heart, he looks
down into the Bjble and sees God's heart beating
and throbbing in love for him. He looks down
into the Bible and sees the loving Father cradling
His beloved Son in Bethlehem's manger and leading Him to Gethsemane's agony and nailing Hitn
to Calvary's crms.
Looking down into the Bible the sinner sees
enacted before his eyes God's great work of redemption condensed in the words: "God so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life,tt John 3:16.
Scientists tel1 us that electricity is everywhere;
lt

yet we cannot get it anywhere but through the
wire that conducts it to us. In like manner God
is everywhere, and yet I cannot find Him anywlaere but in His Word. In His Word He may
be found. That is the meeting-place He has appointed for an intrrview with me. Christ says:
"Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye
have eternal Jife, and they arc they which testify
of me," John 1 :39.
The Gospel is the gospel of His grace, the word
of His Grace, which is able to build you up and
give you an inheritance among them which are
sanctified, Acta 20:24, 32. The gospel of Christ
is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believcth, Rom. 1 :16; 1 Cor. 1 :18; by which
ye are saved, 1 Cor. 15:2; the Holy Spirit i, received by the Gospel, the hearing of faith, Gal.
J :2, 5.
The Lutheran says:
Lord, open Thou my hrart to hear,
And by Thy WM'd to me draw near,
Thy
Thy
Thy
Thy

Wnrtl doth move the inmost heart..
W ,ml doth perfect life impart,
Word m1 soul with joy dotb bless.
Word brinp peace and happiness.

It sweetly cheer. our dro&ping hearts
In this dark vale of tean;
Life. light, and joy it still imparts,
And quells our rising fean.
18
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Holy Baptism is another means of grace. Not
the water indeed, "but the Word of God which
is in and with the water, and faith which trusts
such Word of God in the water." Holy Baptism
is called the "washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost" whereby God saves us according to His grace, Titus J :5. Again, Baptism is called the "washing of water by the Word"
whereby Christ sanctifies and cleanses His church,
Eph. 5 :26. Yet again, Peter said: "Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost," Acts 2 :J8.
Christ's command is to baptize ''an nations, ..
to make disciples of all nations by baptizing them,
Matt. 28 :19. By this gmera1 command children
are not excluded, but included.
Furthermore, St. Paul clearly teaches that New
Testament baptism takes the place of Old Testament circumcision. As children were included
the Old Testament covenant, so are children included in the New Testament covenant.
We
therefore reject the error of the Baptists, who
deny Holy Baptism to infants.
Furthermore, Christ does not say that we must
be immersed, and so we reject the error of the
Baptists, who say that unless you are immersed
you arc not baptized.
The Lord's Supper is likewise not an empty
ceremony in which we receive mere bread and
i,

in

wine as empty symbols or emblems representing
the absent body and blood of the Savior, but '\\ith

the consecrated bread and wine the Lord's body
and blood given and shed for the remission of
sins is reallv communicated to the communicants
ai; a seat and pledge and guarantee of the remis-sion of sins. The cup of blessing which we bless,
is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
The bread which we break, is it ' not the communion of the body of Christ? I Cor. 10:16.
The Lutheran Church rejects the Romish doc•
trine of Transubstantiation, and also the doctrine
of Representation or emblems as held by the other
denominations; she does not teach Consubstantiation nor Impanation, as she is so often falsely accused ; she teaches the Scriptural doctrine of the
Sacramental Presence, the objective Real Presence of the true body and blood of Christ with the
earthly elements of bread and wine.
The Lutheran Church rejects the doctrine that
the Holy Ghost is received in some secret. immediate manner outside of the Gospel and the
Sacraments. By this error faith is robbed of its
God-given foundation and becomes a baseless illusion.
The Gospel and the Sacraments are the means
appointed by God through which He would win
souls, bring them to Christ, forgive their sins,
bring people into the Church, and keep them
there.
16

All means that do not directly or .indirectly
serve to apply these means of grace are self-appointed new measures and do not build up the
Church. At best they are useless and thus hinder
the work; usually they are positively hannf ul, tearing down instead · of building up the Church.
These means of grace confer the same grace and
all grace. The word of the Gospel forgives sins,
gives life and salvation; the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper do the same and seal
the forgiveness to the individual believer for his
comfort.
Every one asking the question, in one form or
another, ''What must I do to be saved?"' must be
directed to use the Gospel and the Sacraments,
and to use nothing else. As in a mirror, God's
heart is revealed in the Gospel and in the Sacraments. From these you can learn unmistakably
how God is disposed toward you. As Christ has
earned the grace for all mankind, so this grace is
offered to all mankind, in the means of grace. And
God earnestly desires all mankind to make this
grace their own by faith, and this needed faith He
will Jcjndle and strengthen through these means of
grace, to-wit, the Gospel and the Sacraments.
On the other hand, we do not teach that the
means of grace are effectual in any mechanical
manner, and hence we reject the Romish doctrine
that the mere outward use of the means, without
faith, is of saving effect. Though the grace of
16

God is really offered to all people using the means
of grace, the grace of God is given to those only
who believe the word and promises of God.

IV.
I om o Lutheran, becat1,1e the Lutheran Cbrcla
teaches that God throvgh the meMU of grace
works fa.tit in a man afld flsu.s makes him a Cltris-

tima.

There are but two religions : The one right, the
other wrong; the one God-made, the other manmade; the one that God saves man, the other that
man saves himself; the one the Christian religion,
the other the heathen religion in its various forms.
The very heart, kernel, life, essence, sum, and substance of the Christian religion is that God saves
man for Christ's sake, by grace, through faith. The
doctrine that man must in any degree or in any sense
save himself is essentially heathenish.
"The just shall live by faith" means that Jesus is
the only Savior of men, the only Mediator between
God and men : that His life, suffering, and death ii,
the only remedy for sinful mankind; that a living,
true, genuine faith in Christ, a simple, hearty trust
in His work is the only means, medium, or instrument of justification before God and of eternal Ii fc
and salvation.
17

As the word of Christ laid the wind and wave'
on Lake Galilee, so this word of God laid the fierce
storms and troubled waters of Luther's agonized
conscience in the cloister cell at Erfurt. As at the
baptism of Jesus the heavens opened and the Fathe1
said : "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased," so this word of God opened heaven and
spoke God's peace to Luther's trembling heart as he
on his knees was climbing Pilate's staircase at Rome
trying to do penance for his sins.
He says: "I felt myself born again as a new
man and I entered by an opened door into the very
Paradise of God. 'this text of St Paul, 'The just
shall live by faith,' was to me the very gate of
heaven."
This doctrine was at once Luther's sword and
trowel; his sword wherewith he smote and conquered the anti-Christ and freed thousands of souls
from Romish tryanny, and also his trowel wherewith he repaired and restored to its pristine beauty,
purity, and glory the Church of the living Goo,
"built upon the prophets and apostles, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief corner-stone."
Of this doctrine of justification by faith Luther
says : "It is that which forms the Church, nourishe~
it, builds it up, preserves and defends it. No one
can rightly teach in the Church, or successfully resist its adversary, if he be wanting in attachment to
this grand truth. It is the heel that crushes the
Serpent's head."
18

Being the very citadel of the Christian religion,
the doctrine of justification by faith has always been
assailed by the enemies of the Truth. And in our
day there are not wanting men in various denominations, notably among the High Church Episcopalians, who denounce this central Biblical doctrine as worse than Atheism and too bad for
devils I
We say with Luther: "Whereas I see that the
devil, by his doctors and teachers, is incessantly attacking this fundamental article; therefore I, Doctor Martin Luther, an unworthy evangelist of our
Lord Jesus Christ, do confess that faith alone, without works, justifies in the sight of God; and I declare that, in spite of the emperor of the Romans,
the emperor of the T urks, the emperor of the Tartars, the emperor of the Persians, the Pope, all the
cardinals, bishops, priests, monks, nuns, princes.
nobles, all the world, and all the devils, it shall stcmd
imshaken forever!"
Through the means of grace, the Gospel and the
Sacraments, God also converts the sinner. Conversion is the work of God alone, a work of His grace
and mercy and power. Conversion is in no s,:nse.
in no degree, in no wise the work of man.
The natural man looks upon the Gospel as foolish ness, r Cor. 2 :14; and he is dead in trespasses and
sins, Eph. 2 :r. Conversion is not an awakening
from sleep, but a rising from death ; not a reformation, but a regeneration.
God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love
19

wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead
in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ.
Eph. 2 : 4, 5. We believe according to the working
of His mighty power, which He wrought in Christ,
when He raised Him from the dead. Eph. I :19, 20.
Then why are not all men converted? It is in
no wise the fault of God; He earnestly desires the
conversion of all men, but, strange to say, the powerful grace of God, Eph. I :19, 20, can be resisted by
man. Christ weeping over Jerusalem said, "and
ye would not," Matt. 23 :37. Stephen said, i•ye
do always resist the Holy Ghost," Acts 7 :51.
Man cannot further, he can only hinder, his con version. "O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself,
but in me is thine help." Hos. 13 :9.
We uphold this Biblical doctrine over against
every shade of Calvinism, which denies that God
does not earnestly desire the salvation of all hear•
ers of the Word, but only of the chosen few. We
uphold this Biblical doctrine over against all Synergism or Arminianism or Pelagianism, which denies that our salvation depends alone on God.
Salvation is of God; damnation is of man.
Through the means of grace I am to become certain of my election to eternal life. I cannot search
the archives of eternity and see whether, according
to God's counsel, my name is written in the Book 01
Life, or whether I am doomed to eternal damnation.
20

But when I search the Bible and read the will of
God written in the blood of the Lamb, then ''I can
read my title clear to mansions in the skies."
We know that by the grace of God, for Christ's
sake, through the means of grace, certain people
come to faith in Christ, are justified, lead a holy
life, and persevere in their Christianity, are faithful unto death and die saved. Now, all that Go<l
does for these people here in time, that God ha$
decreed to do from eternity, and that is calle<l
God's election of grace unto life.
This doctrine is clearly taught in Eph. I :3-5:
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according as He hath chosen us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and without blame before Him in love, having
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will."
And again, Rom. 8 :29, 30: "Whom He did
foreknow He also did predestinate to be conformed
to the image of His Son that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover, whom He
<lid predestinate, them He also called : and whom He
called, them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also glorified."

God did not elect us according to our works, but
21

according to His own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.
2 Tim. 1 :g.
God did not elect us "in view of our faith," because He foresaw that we would believe; faith is not
the cause of our election, but the result of our election. "As many as were ordained to eternal life
believed." Acts 13 =4,8.
The Lutheran Church teaches an election of grace
unto salvation, but not a predestination unto dam~
nation. God did not choose any to be damned, nor
did He pass any by with His grace. God's grace is
universal, and it is free, and it is sincerely intended
for every one. Gcxl has not a weak grace for all men
in general and a strong grace for the elect in particular. To all men God offers the same grace with the
same hearty desire for tl1eir salvation.

V.
I am a Lutheran because Lutherans believe that
the Christians compose the Church.

The Bible is God's word; God's word is the
means of grace; the means of grace produce
faith ; faith makes the Christian; the Christians
make the Church. The Church is the "communion
of saints"--c. e., the company of all who truly believe in Christ for the forgiveness of sins.
22

This is the Church outside of which there is no
salvation : "He that believeth on the Son hath
everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on
him." John 3 :36.
This faith is invisible; but faith makes the Chrisian, and Christians compose the Church. The true
Church, then, is invisible. "The Lord knoweth them
that are His," 2 Tim. 2 :19, but no one else can
look into the heart and tell the true Christian
from the hypocrite.
Wherever enough of the Gospel is preached that
people can come to faith in Christ for the forgivenes~
of sin, there true Christians are found, and these are
members of the true Church of the living God.
From the foregoing it is clearly every one's
duty to search himself thoroughly in order to see
whether he be a dead branch, connected with the
Church outwardly only by a dead, formal, orthodox, intellectual assent and belief of the head, or
whether he really be a living branch connected
with Christ, the living Vine, by a true, hearty
faith bringing forth the fruit of good works.
All true believers in Christ are members of the
Church of God, even if, owing to the weakness of
their flesh, their life is yet very imperfect; even if,
owing to imperfect knowledge, they are still in
connection with erring denominations.
Therefore the Lutheran Church has never laid
28

claim to being the only saving Church, and she
has never tried to proselyte among the members
of other Christian churches.
Nevertheless, the existence of the various denominations is not justified. They mix error with
the truth. But God wants His word to be
preached and believed in all truth and purity: "If
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of
God," 1 Peter 4 :1 I.
Hence it is the solemn duty of all Christians to
forsake the churches in which false doctrine is
preached and cling to the Church of the pure
\Vord and Sacraments : "Now, I beseech you,
brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned; and avoid them," Rom. 16:17.
We cannot put up with error, and we dare not
fellowship errorists; we must condemn all forms of
unionism. 'I'he Church is here not to suppress
the truth, but to confess the truth. And every
particle of God's truth is valuable and must be
confessed.
Clearly the Lutheran Church is just as charitable as the Bible: acknowledging as Christians all
who truly believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Plainly the Lutheran Church is just as reasonable and consistent as the Scriptures: denying the
hand of fellowship to all who do not with her accept the plain teachings of the written. Word.
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"Can two walk together except they be agreed?"
Amos 3 :3. Our conscience is narrow; our heart
is wide.

VI.

I am a Lutheran because Lutherans believe that the
Church has all Church power.
The believers are the Church, and they possess
all the rights and privileges that Christ has earned
for His Church and given to it.
To all believers Christ has given the great commission to preach the Gospel, Matt. 28 :19, 20; to
all believers Christ has given the keys of the kingdom of heaven, Matt. 16:18, 19; 18:17-20; John
20 :22, 23; to all believers Paul says, "All things
are yours," I Cor. 3 :21. In view of these passages we reject all doctrines whereby the spiritual
power is ascribed originally or divinely to the
Pope or bishops or the order of pastors or princes
or councils or synods. We believe in the spiritual
priesthood of all believers and that they delegate
the office of the public ministry to a man called
for the purpose. The ministry is not an order,
but an office.
Where these trt.tths are really held, people will
be jealous of Christian liberty and zealot.ts of
Christian service. "A Christian man is the most
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free lord of all, and subject to none; a Christian
man is the most dutiful servant of all, and subject
to every one," truly and tersely says Luther.
This spiritual power belongs to every local congregation, for Christ gave the keys of the kingdom of heaven to the local congregation, as we
may see from Matt. 18 :17-20, where Christ also
expressly says: •'Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst
of them."
The local congregation elected their own church
officers, Acts 6 :5; the local congregation was told
to excommunicate the wicked, I Cor. 5 :13; the
local congregation was told to absolve the penitent, 2 Cor. 2 :7; the. local congregation was told
to exercise care over the administration of the office of the ministry, Col. 4:17.
We hold that all church bodies have none but
advisory powers over a local congregation, and
only so much power as has been delegated to
them by the local congregation.
We deny that it is of divine right that the local
congregation is subject to synod, or to the church
of the whole country, or to the universal Church.
This is a serious error, in fact it is the foundation
of the Papacy.
However beneficial a synod may be, it is not
commanded by God, but is an institution of the
Church. The only divine office in the Church is
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that of preaching, and the only divine institution
is the congregation which is called together by the
preaching of the Gospel. All other offices in the
Church are not of divine origin, but called into
being by the Church in order to be helps to the
preaching.
Because the ministry is not a special order, but
an office delegated by the congregation to the
pastor, it is clear that all pastors are equal of divine right. We therefore reject the Episcopalian
threefold ministry of bishops, priests, and deacons.
All pastors are the bishops of their congregations
and all pastors are of equal grade.
By divine right all chnrch power is vested in
the congregation. and so Lutherans are congregationalists in government.
By human right a number of congregations
may elect an overseer over themselves and call
him a bishop, elect another overseer over several
territories and call him an archbishop, as is actually the case in Lutheran Sweden. They may also
adopt the Patriarchal or Metropolitan form of
government of the Greek Church; yes, they may
elect one as the head of the Church and call him
Pope, but always with the understanding that it
is a human arrangement and not a divine institution.
The ministry of preaching is a divine institution, hence Christians are to use the Word of God
not only for private devotion and family worship,
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but are also to see to it that it is preached publicly by men fitted for the office and that the Sacraments are administered according to Christ's
institution, Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 14:23; 2 Tim.
2:2.

It is the sacred duty of every Christian to join a
congregation in which the pure Gospel is
preached. He that persistently stands aloof, thereby proves that he does not belong to the true
Church of Christ.
The office of the ministry has the authority of
God's Word, but none other. 1 Pet. 4:14. Whenever the minister preaches God's Word Christians
are bound to obey unconditionally. Heb. 13 :17;
Luke 10:16. Should the preacher demand anything outside of the written Word of God, Christians would be bound to disobey him in order to
obey Christ: "One is your Master, even Christ;
and all ye are brethren." Matt. 23 :8. We therefore condemn the doctrine that the minister has
the power to lay a yoke upon the disciples' neck
beyond what is written.
Since all believers are told to beware of false
prophets, Matt. 7 :15, all believers have the right
of judging doctrine ; ministers, councils, conferences, synods, and others are not the only ones.
Deny to the Christian the right of judging doctrine and you deliver him into the hands of man,
and in his faith he becomes subject to man instead
of God.
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From this right flows the duty of the Christian
to become well acquainted with the teaching of
God's \Vord, so that he may be enabled to judge
correctly, for he is not to judge according to his
own notions, but according to God's written word.
Lutherans enjoy the greatest possible liberty.
In all matters not clearly commanded by Christ,
the Lutheran has but one rule: "Let all things
be done decently and in order." True Lutherans
cannot quarrel about ritual, liturgies, crucifixes,
candles, vestments, architecture, music, paintings,
statues, feast days, fast days, etc., in the Church.
The true Lutheran is always satisfied. In matters of faith he loyally bows to the clear command
of his Savior; in other matters he charitably accepts the verdict of the majority of his fellow
Christians in his congregation.

VII.
I am a Lutheran because Lutherans want complete
separation between Church and State.
Though both the State and the Church are in•
stitutions of God, they answer different purposes,
and ii:t order to gain their distinct ends, they are
lLi employ different means.
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Through the Church, God would save the souls
of men, and therefore she is called the "mother"
of the faithful, Gal. 4 :26.
Through the State, Go"d would protect .our life,
property, and reputation, preserve order and outward decency among men, "that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life," 1 Tim. 2 :2.
The Church may not employ other means than
the preaching of God's Word; she abhors the use
of force, as Chri~t said to Peter, "Put up thy
sword,'' John 18:11. and to Pilate, "My kingdom
is not of this world," John 18 :36.
The State passes laws touching the outward
civil life and justly uses the sword and other
bodily punishments to enforce obedience, Rom.
13 :14.

The Church is not to meddle with the politician,
and the politician is not to meddle with the
Church. We make no efforts to "put God into the
Constitution," or Christ into the Thanksgiving
proclamation ; we do not want the Seventh Day
Adventist put into the chain gang as a criminal
for violating a divine command when working on
Sunday; we want no Sunday laws in the interest of
Christianity, but on social, sanitary and economic
grounds ; we do not want any one to be taxed for the
benefit of the Church ; we do not want the Church to
escape taxation. As Christians we make no demands on the State, nor do we ask favors of. the
State.

so

We condemn the efforts of all who would use
the power of the government for the benefit of
the Church and would thus make of the Church
a worldly power. In like manner do we condemn
the efforts of all who would tum the State into a
Church and govern the State with God's \Vord
instead of civil laws, since only Christians can be
ruled with God's Word.
We will be law-abiding citizens and cheerfully
pay our just taxes and in a righteous war willingly give our heart's blood for our country, and
thus "render unto Caesar the things which are
Caesar's."
In spiritual matters. however, we
want to "render unto God the things which are
God's"; we want to
"Hail the power of Jesus' name
And crown Him Lord of all."
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