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Confessionalism of the Missouri Synod. 

1. INTRODUCTORY. 

From the history of those conflicts our descendants will have to form 
their conviction as to which side had a right to shout, "The sword 
of the Lord and of Gideon I" 

PRESIDENT P. IlRAND, in Opening Address at Brooklyn, N. Y., 
May 4, 1898.1) 

A current definition of confossionalism runs: "Confessionalism 
js a strict adherence to the confessions of some particular church 
or sect; it is the conforming in teaching and' preaching with 
scrupulous fidelity to the letter ancl spirit of the confessional 
writings of some particular division of the Christian Church. 
:Lutheran confessionalism is the strict adherence to the Lutheran 
confessions in letter and spirit." 2) · But for the omission of "and 
practise" after "teaching ancl preaching" the dcfinitioµ would be 
altogether satisfactory. 'I'his, omission accounts for an illogical 
division of the subject of "confessionalism," or rather of "con
fcssionalists," to which we shall refer later. 

Men of judgment and extensive observation outside of the 
Missouri Synod, when askecl to name the one feature which dis
tinguishes this Synod from others, will invariably name the peculiar 
type of confessionalism that controls the activities of this body. 
:Not infrequently the statement about the Missouri Synocl's con
fessionalism is qualified by some such phase as "hyper-" or "ex
treme." 'I'here are situations which few Missourians, if any, arc 
spared, when it is anything rather than a joy ancl delight to be 
a Missourian. For to be a Missourian often means to be declared 
an ecclesiastical and social misfit, to be forced into isolation, and 
- insult being adcled to injury- to be told that the isolation was 

I) Eastern Dist. Rep., Mo. Syn,, 1808, p. 14. 
2) Dr. J. Nicum, in Luth. Oyolop., p. 120. 

1 



26 BOOK REVIEW. 

BOOK REVIEW. 
Ooncordia l'uulishing II ousc, 8t. Louis, 11I o.: -

1. John Wiclif. William Dallmann. 70 pages. Illustrated. 50 cts. 

What the world kr{ows about "the J\Iorning Star of the Reformation" 
is here 8Ubmitted for the third time in a lively narrative, compacted out 
of thousands of facts gathered with great labor, and constructed into a har
monious whole with great skill and good judgment. 

2. Proceedings of the Thirty-First National Convention of the Ev. 
Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. 03 pages. 75 cts. 

This res-mne of the acts of the Sixteenth Delegate Synod, assembled 
at Detroit in June, 11)20, exhibits the features which made the late coll
vention epochal. 

3. Lutheran Annual. 1921. 106 pages. 15 cts. 
4. Amerikanischer Kalender fuer deutsche Lutheraner auf das Jah:r 

1921. 106 pages. 15 cts. 

, Harmonious as reg,irds contents and make-up, these twin publications 
offer themselves as congenial companions to Missouri Lutherans on theil· 
pilgrimage during 1021. 

5. Catalog. Concordia Publishing House. 1920-21. 51G pages. 

This is a .fine evidence of genuine publicity work which the Missouri 
Synod is doing by means of its own printing presses, bindery, and book
shop; also of the variety of interests which it is endeavoring to serve; 
aml last, but not least, of the abundant blessing which Heaven is coll-

, tinning to pour out on this enterprise. 

6. The Concordia Sunday-school Pin. Celluloid enrolment pin, 1 ½ cts.; 
gold-plated pin, 75 cts., plus war tax; service disk, 10 cts., plus 
war tax. 

A simplified and economical system of rewards for Sunday-school 
pupils is here offered, which dcserycs to be adopted by all Sunday-school 
oHicers who wish to save time and money without sacrificing an essential 
feature of a sane system of rewards. 

'l'he following useful arnl timely tracts arc announced: -
1. Can the Secular State Teach Religion!' TV. II. 'l.'. Dau. 16 pages. 

6 cts. and 4 cts. (American Luther League, Fort vVaync, Ind.) 
2. The Glories of the Lutheran Church. A.rthiw Brtmn. 6 pages. 
3. This Do! How Often!' A Communion Tract. 6 pages. 
4. Am I Converted!' 'l.'hco. Gracbner. 6 pages. 
5. What Is This Evolution!' 6 pages. 
6. Baptism.. 'l.'heo. Knehn. 6 pages. 

Most of these tracts arc offered free of charge while the supply lasts; 
for those not free a nomin,tl price is charged. (American Publicity Dureau, 
22-26 E. 17th St., New York City.) 

7. Weihnachtsklaenge. Ein Ileitrag zur vVcilmachtsfeier in Kirche, 
Schule und Haus. Von J. M. Gocsswein. vVith ,t musical supple
ment. 23 pages. 10 ets. ( Success l'rinting Co., St. Louis, :M:o.) 
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8. My Reasons for Opposing the Norwegian Lutheran Church. B. M. 
JI olt. 20 pages. 5 cts.; less in quantities. 

0. Is Dancing a SinP JJ. M. ]loll. 8 pages. 3 cts.; less in quantities. 
(Order from author, 111 Eighth St., Fargo, N. Dale) 

Rev. ,i. M. 1V. 1Vahl, pastor of Epiphany Ev. Luth. Church of Eau 
Claire, W'is., has published a historical sketch of his congregation in com
memoration of its twenty-fifth anniversary. 

Johannes Ilcrrmnnn, Zwicknii, Ffnxony, has published Alnrgarctn Lenk's 
Des Pfarrers Kinder in tt fifth edition ( $1.50), and four beautiful little 
stories in tract form for children (Die kleinen Meistersaenger, Marg. 
Lenk; Man bittet, stark zu klingeln! Marg. Lenk; Dummerchen, 
Berthn llforcntor; Das stille Kind, Berthn lllerca,tor). -The late Frau 
Lenk is destined to remain the favorite story-teller of the Lutheran Church 
for many years to come, and lH'r companion, Dcrtha Mercator, will like
wise command an increasing circle of readers. German children can hardly 
he given a n'iorc useful souvenir than these publications. 

The Priesthood of Believers. Rev. G. JI. Gerberding, D. D. 41 pages. 
(The Inner :Mission Board of the United Lutheran Church in 
America.) 

The anniversary of the publication of Luther's Liberty of a Christian 
lJ[ an has called forth this appeal to the laymen in particular to show at 
their homes, in their congregations, in the world at large, that they rccog· 
nizc their spiritual dignity as believers in the priestly reconciling work 
of the Redeemer, and points ont to them ways of making themselves useful 
to the Church. But all this usefulness is independent of the L. D. A. (Lu
theran Brotherhood of .America); it existed before the Brotherhood, _is now 
in evidence without afllliation with it, all(] will· outlast it. There is an 
equivocation in chap. G of this brochure between "brothcrhoo<l" written 
with a sma 11 b ( = the local congregation) and "Brotherhood" written 
with a capital D (= the national organization). 

Attgustnna, Book, Oonoern, Rock l8lmul, Ill.: -
1. Faith and Certainty. 0. Bkovgacird-Petcrsen. 'rranslated from the 

Danish by 11. W. J[jellstrnnd. 61 pages. 

Starting with a spirited attack upon the doubting skeptic, who re
gards assurance of faith as an impossibility, and upon the listless, sleeping 
Christian, who docs not feel the necessity of assurance, the author meets 
the charge that Scripture itself denies believers assurance by its descrip
tion of the surprise of those at the Lord's right hand in the day of judg
ment. So far his argument is in the main pertinent. But, next, he takes up 
the subject of certainty itself, and insists that it can be properly discussed 
only when three main stages or degrees in Christian certainty are ad
'mitted: -

"Certainty based on the '\Vord' alone; 
"Certainty based on the ·word and partially confirmed by experience; 
"Certainty based on the \V"ord anll actualized by complete fulfilment." 

(p.13.) 
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· Although th~ author repeatedly deprecates basing certainty on one's 
feelings, ho nevertheless asserts that the certainty based on the \Vord 
must in the actirnl life of a believer, especially in alllictions, be reinforced 
by "the compulsion of conscience in relation to the 'Nord." (p. 48.) "Con
sequently, under normal conditions, the certainty of faith has a twofold 
foundation and source. It is upborno both by tho \Vonl and by experience; 
but not always to the same degree by both. . . . But in either case the cer
tainty of faith rests upon the smne firm foumlatio11; for in both cases 
the certainty is upborne by the same divine power of truth. The \Vorel 
is this power in the bud; it operates on the conscience. Experience is 
this power in bloom and fruition; it embraces tho entire personality." 
( p. 51.) 'l'his is an artificial view of Christian assurance that is foreign 
to the Scriptures, and the Lutheran Confessions, which know of only one 
basis for the assurance of faith, the \Vord of grace in Christ Jesus. 

2. The Faith of a Child, and other stories for children. Runa. 144 pages. 
30 cts. 

3. The. Lord Is My Light. Stories and Poems for Children. J. 11I. 11n
. derson. (H pages. 30 cts. 

Both, these juveniles are illustrated; their contents arc pure; how
ever, in the publication named first the "Knights of the \Vhite Christ," 
and still more so "Ou the Sea," are hardly for children. 

4. The Prince of Peace. Christmas Program for Sunday-schools. 28 
pages. 10 cts. 

5. Fridsfursten. Julprogram fur Sondagsskolan. Both publications edited 
by Rev. S. Ill. llill. 1G pages. 10 cts. 

Contain cate,,hctical matter, songs witlt music, and recitations. 

l/uthcran Boole Concern, Oolwnlms, 0.: -

1. A Guide in Church Finance. Ramitel A .. Rtcin, D. D., Luthernn pas
tor. 3(i pages. 50 cts. Order from Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

It will do any pastor, theological student, synodical or congregational 
oilicer, in fact, every member of a congregation and Synod, good to read 
this brocl.mro, which advocates as requisites for the financial !'\}liability 
and stability of a church the dissemination of general and particular 
knowledge regarding the current and extraordinary needs of the clmrch, 
suggests as an eflicient means for meeting these needs the introduction 
of tlie duplex envelope system for collections, and shows the way how to 
introduce the system, and how to answer those who oppose it. 

2. Sweet Fields of Bethlehem. A Christmas Service for Sunday-schools. 
27 pages. (i' cts. 

Froehliche Weihnacht! Weilmachtsliturgic fuer christliche Gcmeindo
und Sonntngssclmlen. 20 pages. (i cts. 

Both publications contain a complete order of se~vice for children to be 
used at the Christmas celebration: liturgy, hymns and songs with music, 
and catechetical material. 
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George II. Doran Co., New York: -

1. A Guide to the Study of Church History. (Third edition.) W. J. 
McGlos1ilin, Ph.D., D. D. 35!) pages. 

The distinguishing feature of this stud1mts' manual is the sane method 
pursued by the author in arranging the vast and varied materials with 
which the church historian has to deal. The text consists of grammatically 
unconnected jottings, such as a student woulcl hurriedly write down while 
listening to a lecture, - only the average student would frequently miss 
the thought-connection and -progression which mal<c e:ieh paragraph in 

1 
this book a store-house of information and an incentive to detailed stucly, 
aml each chapter a clear and distinct sketch of an era in history. For 
compactness, correct division, and lucid arrangement of subjects the book' 
is a marvel. Most of his judgments, too, arc sound. It is the best aid to 
a rapi<l, comprehensive, and withal adequate study of church history that 
has appeared lately. 

2. The Argonauts of Faith. 'l'hc Adventures of the Mayflower Pilgrims. 
Basil Matthews. (Foreword by Viscount Bryce and illustrations by 
Ernest Prater.) 185 pages. 

In nine chapters, which arc literary gems and arc skilfully subdivided 
to set off the progress of the dranmtic action in each, the story of the Pi!· 
grims is here told with much ideal coloring and dialog, yet along csscn· 
tially historical lines. Of the many books that have commemorated the 
landing of the Pilgrims, Matthew's is undoubtedly the one most fascinating. 
The Prolog connects that event poetically with Greek mythology (the 
legend of the Golden Fleece) and the Epilog is a patriotic reverie on the 
Golden Fleece of American freedom. These two flights are beyond the reach 
of the historical nexus cansalis. D. 

3. Training the Devotional Life. By Litther ,lllen Weigle and Ilem-y 
IT. 'Tweedy. !)(i pp., 5X7½- Price, 75 cts. 

The very fact that ,t book on training the child "in the art of devotion" 
is regarded as necessary is a reproach to the Christianity of our day. Why 
should one write a book on "Teaching Chiluren to Pra,y in the' Home," 
"Teaehing Children to Pray in the [Sunday] School," and "l\Iemorbmtiou 
of vVorship l\faterials"? And will those who neglect so elementary a duty 
be sufficiently interested in the subject to hear what two' Yal9 professors 
have to say about' it? And will those who read and digest this particular 
book be brought close to the heart of the problem? Throughout the slight 
volume we foul occasion for queries in the margin. "7Jmt of references, for 
collateral reading, to such liberals as Fosdick, Athearn, and Cope? What 
of the author's objections to "the dogmatic imprisonment of the child's 
mind" implied by memorizing the Creed? And do we not know what is 
meant when the caution is uttered, not to permit "<logmatic presuppositions" 
in the child when it approaches the Bible, and tlmt the child must be pre· 
pared "to stucly the record in the light of all trnth"; that, to speak plainly, 
our children must be "trainecl in the light of the results of our ripest and 
most reverent Christian scholarship"'/ Those acquainted with New Theology 
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English know what this means. On presuppositions 8Uch as these, why train 
a child to pray at all? There is lcs8 harm done hy a Free-thought tnict 
than by such encouragements to devotion as this new u·oran book. G. 

The Macmillan Company, New York: -

An Introduction to the Old Testament, Chronologically Arranged. 
IIarlan Oreelman, Ph.D., D. D. (Foreword by Ji'rank .Knight Bandei·s, 
Ph.D., D. D.) 38:) pages. 

Among the isagogical compends for the study of the Old 'f_estament 
this book must be classified with those belonging to the school of historical 
criticism, which arrives at its interpretation of the Hebrew Bible and at 
its value-judgments of its varied contents by way of the historical con
ditions under which the writings of the Old Testament were produced, 
coJlccted, and "edited." The -divine origin of the Scriptures is not an 
a priori fact with the representatives' of this school, nor does it frequently 
come out ·as an a posteriori fact from their scientific labors, no matter 
how much of the spirit of religion, reverence, and devotion these scholars 
endeavor_ to inject into their learned research work. Dr. Crcelman's work 
differs from that of his predecessors in two respects: I. as regards method. 
"The customary method followed in 'Introductions of the Old Testament' 
has been to deal with the different books, following either the order in 
which they occur in our English versions (c. g., Bennett), or according to 
their arrangement in the Hebrew Canon (e.g., Driver), or grouping them 
together in suoh convenient literary divisions as history, prophecy, and 
poetry, etc. (e.g., Cornill). In distinction from such plans and methods 
this Introduction discusses and classifies the Old Testament literature 
from the standpoint of history and chronology, i.e., the different books, 
or sections, or chapters, or verses [ ! ], as the c:isc may be, arc taken up 
in chronological sequence as they relate to definite periods of Hebrew his
tory, either as the Old 'Testament furnishes the history of those periods, 
or as its literature had its origin in them." In a chronological index 

· (pp. 353-358) the manner in which this plan works out in detail is ex
hibited with regard to every chapter and verse of the Old Testament. The 
author's eITort represents the last analysis of "historical criticism" as ap
plied to the Old 'l'estamcnt. - 2. A distinct aim of the author is to codify 
the findings of scholars who have worked in this field before him. His 
list of reference literature embraces more than 300 titles, and among the 
names of authors it will not be easy to find a scholar of note that has 
been omitted; if any have been, they are Germans. He has embodied in 
his text 180 quotations of primary importance from GO authors, not in
cluding "references either to passages where the substance of a writer's 
opinion is given or to <liliercnt scholars' positions on critical questions," 
which arc frequently referred to throughout the book. Thus this book 
becomes, at the same time, an introduction to tlie literature of historical 
criticism of the Old 'l'estament, and any one looking for information on 
this subject will hardly find a compend that furnishes that information 
more rc,tdily and comprehensively. 
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'l'homas Y. Growell Go., New Yorlv:-
A History of France. Victor Duriiy. Translated by JJI. Gary. With 

an lntroductiou and Continuation by J. J1'riin/Jlin Jameson, Ph. D. 
New edition, revised and continued to l!)l!) by Mabcll FJ. G. F!mith, 
11. B., 11. M. 791 pages. 

Few thq,t have had occasion to 1mike a study of the history of France 
will disagree from the opinion of the late Andrew D. White that "of all the 
short summaries of French History this is the Lest." Frenchmen arc good 
narrators, and Duruy's style and skill in cxhiuiting the nexus in historical 
events are thoroughly French. If there is any bias in his presentation of 
the rich and stirring scenes with which l!'rench history is replete, it is that 
of the patriot. Duruy loves France, and he writes the story of his country, 
but he is faithful to the facts of history, and has a marvelous grnsp of 
them. The Reformation is almost a negligible quantity in l<'rench history, 
except in one Lrief period, and the treatment of it in this cornpend is there
fore limited to a small space. The appendix, which Lrings the story clown 
to the late World \Var till the armistice, is likely to prove premature. Ex
cellent maps (13) are inserted in the book. Paper, printing, and binding 
arc very good. 

'l'he 1imerican Bible F!ocicty, iµ commemoration of the Pilgrims' Land
ing at Plymouth, ]ms issued a beautiful souvenir folder, In the Name of 
God, Amen! for ]J[ay(lowcr Universal Bible Sunday, November 28, 1920, 
a little tract, A Little Journey to Plymouth When the. "Mayflower" 
Landed, and a libretto for "n dramatic service of the Bible designed to be 
used in the chnrches," entitled, The Pilgrim and the Book, by Percy 
1lfaalcaye. 

Vandenhocak 1.md Nupprecht, Goettingcn, Gcrmamy: -
1. Meister Eckhart. Von W<ilter Lehmann, l'farrcr. 312 pages. M. 10.50, 

plus. 

2. Desiderius Erasmus. J~in Lebcnsbild in Auszuegen aus seinen \Vcrken. 
Von l'rof. D. Dr. ll'nlthcr Kochler. 23!) pages. M. 7, pln~. 

These two public:itions, which, wonderful to relate, appeared amidst 
tlic nerve-racking experiences of the late \Vorld \Var, constitute, respec
tively, Nos. 14.' 15 and 12. 13 of Gustav Pfannmueller's Die l(lassiker der· 
Bcligfon, a serial publication, which so far embraces the following trea-

. tiscs: 1. Jcsns, by Dr. Heinrich Wcincl; 2. Johann Arndt, by Lie. Wilhelm 
Koepp; :J. Der 7.:atholische Modcmismu.s, by Dr. Jos. Schnitzer; 4. 5. Die 
l'rophetcn, by Lie. Gustav Pfannmucllcr; (i. lgnati11s van Loyola, by 1 

Dr. Philipp I•'nnk; 7. Paul de Lagarde, by Prof. Henn. Mulcrt; 8. 9. l(ierke
ga,ard, by Dr. Edvard Lehmann; 10. 11. J,nthcr, by Dr. \V. Kochler, and 
the two publications noted auovc. The aim of the editor is to acquaint 
the modern reader with prominent persons in the domain of religion 
directly by exhibiting them through their writings. Judging front the 
two titles submitted, the spirit of modernism in religion dominates the 
series, and becomes evident in editorial footnotes and judicial remarks, 
with which the volumes are'interspersed. German thoroughness and exact
ness are in evidence everywhere in these portraitures of classic personages 
in religion by means of their own literary products. ' 



32 nooK 1mvmw. 

Alfred Toepelmann, Giessen, Germany: -

Einfuehrung in das Alte Testament. Gcschichte, Literatur und Reli
gion Israels. Von Dr. ,Johannes Meinhold. 316 pages; paper cover. 
M.10. 

This book was written to serve in :t theolo1ical course at .German 
universities, and for private study of such as wish to be abreast of the 
times as regards Dible-study by the school of historical criticism. In 
particular, tho author wishes to help university students who went to war 
to regain the time lost through military service. 'l'herc is, accordingly, 
an endeavor made in this trct~tisc to reduce tho vast nmterial of tho his
torico-critical school to the narrowest couJincs, ancl the tinthor is a master 
in the art of literary self-restraint, of perspicuous and judicial arrange
ment of his topics, and a splendid and fascinating talker. Isagogical 
treatises often prove <lry reading; not so this book; there is not a ,lull 
line in it. Dut, we regret, this is all that can be saicl in its praise, ancl 
even this praise constitutes an clement of danger. For what does tho 
author purpose to teach applicants for the ministry regarding the Dible 
of the Ol<l Covenant? "Holy \Vrit," "oracles of God," in the sense of 
a divine revelation by inspired writers, - this is something which the 
original Hebrews <lid not know and <lid not care to have. "Holy Scrip
ture" was produced by designing church politicians: the Dccalog is a late 
invention, the dcutcronomical law found in the days of Josiah a franc!, 
the entire Old Testament a congeries of documents, mutilated, recon
structed, eclitcd ancl recditccl a number of times to snit the purposes of 
a religious faction or school. How students who have been trained to 
believe all this can preach the Old Testament as the \Vorel of God, passes 
comprehension. The Lord have mercy on the people on whom these minis
ters are let loose! 

0. Liidwig Ungelenlc, Dresden/Leipzig: -

Pastoralblaetter fuer Predigt, Seelsorge und kirchliche Unter
weisung. Herausgegeben von l'astor Lia. Erich Stange 'u. a. 
62. Jahrg., 12. Heft. September, l!J20. 

This number closes Vol. 62 of a monthly for homiletics an<l pastoral 
theology that has served the better elements in the German evangelical 
church during two generations. Neither as regards contents or form docs 
it meet the wants of an American Lutheran pastor, but it contains much 
that is· suggestive and thus may prove helpful, oven per contra, and its 
discussions of live issues that confront the pastor in his work afford an 
insight into the sorry conditions with which evangelical Germany is 
struggling. 

In it pretty memorial Das Raiihe JI aiis of Hamburg ( "the fountain 
room of Inner Mission") announces the death of its Director, Dr. M. 
Hennig, and pictures its almost hopeless future in impoverished Germany. 
( "Dcutschland ist ein arrnes, zcrtretcncs Lr;;nd."), D. 


