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(Continued.)

The term xapdia, beart, and the uses for which Seripture
employs this term, might seem sufficiently important to merit a
separate discussion.  Ifor the present, suffice it to say that xapdia
is, indeed, “more thaw the center of the living organism of
matter.” 1) Seripture predicates of the heart every known
activity of the inner life of man. The heart thinks, projeets
ideas, formulates judgments, weighs and ponders the pro and
con of a question; the heart wishes, desires, cherishes a wish,
frames resolves, impels to action. Reason, desire, and will, all
act through and by means of the heart. We meet with such
phrases as voelv tfj xupdiy, to understand with the heart, John
12, 205 &vdvmijoers xat dvwowre rupding, the thoughts and in-
tents of the heart, ebr. £, 125 dwdvora ., the imagination of
the heart, Luke 1, 51; éxivoca x., the thought of the heart,
Acts 8, 225 cuvidvar i xupdin, to understand with the heart,
Matt. 13, 15; lopicesdaz, Graloyiteadar &v ©. x., to reason in the
heart, Mark 2, 6. 8; elretv 3y ., to say in one’s heart, Rom.
10, 6. Lnvying and strife, James 3, 14; adulterous desire,
Matt. 3, 28; double-mindedness, James 4, 8; sadness and
gladness, John 14, 1; Aets 14, 17, have their scat in the heart.
The heart conceives a purpose and deeides in favor of an action,
henee, exercises the will-power, Acts 5, 4; 7, 23; 11, 28, We
would summarize the exhaustive rescarch of Cremer in a few
—_—

1) Cremer, Bibl. Woerterd., p. 494
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Country Sermows. New Series. Vol. 1. Lenten, Confes-
sional, and Funeral Sermons. By Lev. F. Iluegele,
a Lutheran Country Parson. Augusta Publishing Co.,
Crimora, Va. VI and 826 pp. Cloth. Price, $1.00,
postpaid.

The book opens with a double scries of Lenten sermons, seven
sermons to the serics. The texts for the first series are all from
‘the Old Testament (Is. 1, 27; Gen. 3, 14. 15; 14, 18—20; 22, 7. 8;
Lev. 16, 6—11; Zoch 11, 10—14; Is. 63, 1—4). The texts for the
second series are from both Testaments (Is. 58, 5—7; Zech. 13, 1. 2;
6. 7; John 13, 1; 1 Pet. 1, 10. 11; Rev. 5, 8—10; Is. 11, 10). The
general scope of the first series appears to be the munus sacerdo-
tale. The themes presented are: 1. Christ’s death the legal ransom
for our souls; 1. necessity of ransom; 2. nature of ransom required;
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3. the use we should make of it. IIL. Christ’s suffering foretold in
the promisc of the Woman’s Seed; 1. sentence pronounced on ser-
pent; 2. promise given to man. IIT. Christ our Melchizedek;
1. Christ prefigured by Melchizedek; 2. brings what Melchizedek
typified. IV. Isaac’s offering a figure of Christ’s sacrifice; 1. com-
pare two offerings; 2. gird loins to walk in faith of Abraham.
V. Sacrifice of atonement a type of Christ; 1. meaning and fulfill-
ment of those types; 2. what we must do to have part in atonement.
VI. Jesus sold; 1. how by Jews; 2. how yet by many. VIL Christ’s
war and victory; 1. bloody warfarc; 2. victory by Iis blood. In
the second serics the wrong and the right kind of fasting furnish -
the theme for the first discourse. The series closes with a discourse
on Christ’s glorious rest: 1. in the grave, 2. in the Church. The
second to the sixth discourse claborate particular features of the
suffering of the TLord and the blessings resulting therefrom:
II. Fountain of grace in blood of Christ; 1. the fountain itself;
2. duty of those who wash in it. IIT. Threefold prophecy of Christ’s
suffering; 1. wounded in housc of friends; 2. smitten by the Father;
8. deserted by disciples. IV. Love of Jesus Christ; 1. fountain of
our salvation; 2. ensample for us. V. Christ’s suffering according to
Scripture; 1. comparc prophecy and fulfillment; 2. how this must
gorve to strengthen our faith. VI. Great fruit of great sin offering;
1. greatness of offering; 2. greatness of effect. — These sermons are
not only correct restatements of the truths of redemption, but they
have also been elaborated with exquisite care, and the care extends
not to the plot only, but to every detail. There is order and sequence
" in them, the discourse moves strictly within the confines of the text,
the context, in many cascs, furnishes the material of the introduc-
tion, and with masterful ease Scripturc references bearing on the
matter in hand are brought in to illumine the text. There are
passages of great power in these sermons; e. g., Tsaial’s vision. of
the hero coming from Bdom (p. 47); the two Fridays so important
to man, that of the weck of creation and of the week of atonement
(p. 76); Tsaac’s attitude during the ascent to Mount Moriah and
his conduct during the preparation for his sacrifice (p. 27); Jesus
as our scapegoat (pp. 35 f. 87); Jesus wounded in the house of Tlis
friends (p. 72); the two Christs of the Old Testament, the lowly
servant and the glorious king (p. 100); the Lord entering into Tis
rest (p. 102); the threc priestly acts of the Day of Atonement
(p. 341.); Judas’s bargain (p. 41); the wandering Jew (p. 43); the
blood drained from Jesus to the last drop (p. 50); the fasting
hypoerite (p. 59); love and strife-making (p. 81); the satanic forces
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assailing Jesus (p. 14); the difference between the priesthood of
Aaron and Melchizedek (pp. 18. 20. 21). The effect of the curse on
the serpent is deseribed with the quaint imagery of Luther (pp. 12. 13).
The author occasionally introduces a Seripture phrase with the
meaning of which the average reader is not acquainted, and succeeds,
by a few remarks, to make it very eclear and comforting; e. g.,
“making a joyful noisc unto the Lord” (p. 82); “truth in the in-
ward parts” (p. 86); “Thy rod and Thy staff” (p. 89); “sin and
uncleanness” (p. 66); “awake, O sword” (p. 74); “the devils be-
lieve” (p. 81). The author has a fine gift of illustrating Secripture
truth by well-chosen examples from life, which aid the clearness of
the deeper truths expounded and add a touch of liveliness to the
discourse. Il. g., setting forth that the ransom paid for us “must
be a lawful one, both in kind and value,” he proceeds: “In our
commonwealth the law imposcs a penalty of five dollars for killing
birds. Now if a breaker of this law offers a bushel of corn in pay-
ment of the fine, that will not satisfy the law, beeause the fine is to
be paid in money, not in corn. And if he offers four dollars in coin,
it will still not answer, because it falls short of the amount which
the law imposes,” ete. (p. 5.) Again, to show what use we should
make of our liberty this illustration is brought in: “In old England
when prisoners were pardoned they were dismissed from durance
with the three Latin words: ‘Exite, Gaudete, Cavete:® Go forth,
Rejoice, Beware! Come out of your cell, rcjoice over your liberty,
and beware lest you get into prison again. The price of your liberty
has been paid down by the Son of God. Therefore: Exite: Come
out of the kingdom of darkness,” ete. (p. 7.) Again: “There is no
other reptile which man is so intent to kill, and yet serpents remain
in the most populous regions. Man cannot altogether exterminate
them, even as he cannot purge all the seed of the old serpent out of
his own nature” (p. 13.) “When a king wants a small service
performed, he sends a menial servant; when he wants a great object
accomplished, he will send his most competent minister or his own
son. Now God sends His only-begotten Son,” ete. (p. 97.) And
many morc. — The author not only states the truth, but also refutes
error. Ilis opening sermon is really a complete answer of the Uni-
tarian (Socinian) argument of a salvation without the proffer of a
ransom. Ile answers the skeptic (pp. 11. 12); the modern theologian
who “harmonizes” Secripture (pp. 29. 72. 78); popery (pp. 53. 56);
the evolutionist (p. 84).— And, last not least, these lessons of the
Lord’s suffering- which have the power to stir the heart, as no other
stories of Holy Writ, arc made useful as examples for the Chris-
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Everywhere there is a dircet appeal,

tian’s conduct under grace.
Even

not only to faith, but also to a conduct consistent with faith.
so small a matter as aiding a poor boy at his studies (p. 24 £.) the
author has connceted with the fact that rich Abraham paid tithes.

The sccond part of the book (pp. 109—200) containg sixteen
addresses to communicants. Of these the first (Matt. 26, 26—28:
The Lord’s Supper a pledge and seal of the forgivencss of sin) is
almost of sufficient length to be used for a discourse on Maundy
Thursday; the eighth (John 19, 80: Trust in Christ’s atoning death
a communicant’s true worthiness) is intended for use on Good Fri-
the ninth is from Rom. 4, 23—25: Right preparation for

day;
—3: Prepare ye the

Easter communion. The third (Matt. 3,
way of the Lord!) may be used during Advent; the fourth is for
Christmas ' Day (2 Cor. 8, 9: Hunger for the riches of Christ the
right preparation for communion); the fifth for New Year’s LIve
[or New Year’s Day] (Ios. 10, 12: The end of the year a peculiarly
proper time to turn from sin and to seek righteousncss). The re-
mainder, in numerical order, arc from the following texts: 1 Cor.
6, 9—11: A communicant’s truc worthiness consists in repentance
and faith; Izek. 33, 11: God’s oath a strong inducement to repent-
ance and faith; Ex. 84, 6—9: What must a communicant do to be
accepted with the Lord? Rom. 7, 22—25: The law of sin in our
members; ISx. 15, 26: Jesus our Healer; 2 Cor. 1, 12: A commu-
nicant consulting his own conscience; Rom. 2, 4: God’s goodness
leading to repentance; 1 Thess. 5, 23. 24: Thoroughness of sancti-
fication; Rom. 5, 20. 91: The lively knowledge of sin and grace a
communicant’s true worthiness; 1 Cor. 11, 23—26: Three reasons
for frequent communions. It is in addresses of this character that a
pastor’s concern and skill arce exhibited. Rightly dividing the word
of truth, fearless in proclaiming the Law, not stinting in dispens-
ing the comnfort of the Gospel, alert in observing particular sins
besetting his flock, our author as a faithful steward distributes to
cach his duc portion. These confessional addresses alone will make
this book a nceessaritm in a pastor’s library, the more so, because
this is the first ecollection of its kind fo make its appearance in our
midst.
The third part of the book (pp. 202—326) contains twenty-three
funeral sermons, thirtcon of which are reprints from vol. II of the
author’s well-known “Country Sermons,” 1) the entire stock of which
was destroyed in the Baltimore fire of February 7, 1904, The new
scrmons arc: John 13, 7: The Lord’s threcfold comfort for sorrow-

1) See Book Review of Turor. Quart., vol. I, pp. 221—227,
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ing parents; Mark 10, 4: Suffer the little children to come; Deut.
83, 8: Iler life (a virgin’s) and death a proof of God’s love to her;
Ps. 82, 8: God’s guidance the trust and comfort of orphans at the
grave of their mother; Rom. 6, 23: Death wages, life God’s gracious
gift (preached at the funeral of a stranger); Job 19, 25—27: TFaitls
in a living Redcemer the comfort in cleatll; Ps. 17, 15: An aged
Christian’s longing and expeetation; John 6, 40:- When can we die
in cheerful hope? Rev. 14, 13: The momoent of death; John 11,
23—27: Christ the Resurrection and the Life. True comfort with
a nice discrimination to the neceds of the parties addressed is found
in every onc of these sermons.

. The publisher announces a list of further volumes of sermons
by the same author in the immediate future. We wish the under-
taking a large measure of success, for sermons like these deserve to
be published and studied. D.

Lizssons Prerarip ror tir Usk or SUNDAY AND PAROCIIAL
Scuoows, by Theo. Graebner. First Series. Part 1.
First Grade. Lutheran Publication House, Decorah,
Towa. 83 pp. DPrice,” 20 cts.; in quantities, 25%
reduction.

The author of these Lessons strikes out in a mnew path, — new
as regards general usage at the present time,— and thus will have
to submit to the test of experience for the final award of merit on his
work. DBut we entertain little doubt that intelligent and faithful ap-
plication of the rules laid down for the use of these Lessons will re-
sult in a highly favorable verdict. For the entire plan, arrangement,
and scope of the work have been chosen with so much care, fore-
thought, and wisdom, cspecially as regards limitation of matter,
that good results must follow from its persistent use. The bane of
every sort of teaching, the cramming process, has heen avoided.
Each lesson contains not more matter than a teacher can reason-
ably expect to teach cffectively in the space of one hour. In fact,
we apprehend but one danger to these Lessons: the Sunday school
teacher, generally a very uncertain element, may mnot rise equal to
the task assigned him. Tt will be simply impossible for him to face
his class without previous preparation, unless he is trained to the
profession of teaching the Lutheran Catechism and Bible History,
or possesses special gifts for teaching and has himself been an ex-
traordinarily good catechumen. However, far from regarding this
feature as detrimental to the work, we rather rejoice to note its in-
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troduction. The Sunday school teacher certainly ought to prepare
for his work;, or he must not be allowed to teach. e should pre-
pare by prayer and study. The former preparation must be assumed,
but the latter can be enforced, guided, and controlled. And we
heartily welecome any scheme which insures this latter preparation.

The author’s references in this booklet are to books in use in
his synod, and for this reason the introduction or adoption of the
Lessons will probably be limited to his synod. But the method pro-
posed in the Lessons appears to us to be of sufficient importance
to justify an extended notice. We shall allow the author to explain
his plan and method. Ile says in an extended “Introduction,” which
is to serve for the entire series: .

The material is arranged in four concentric courses and ig intended
to cover an average ycar’s work in each of the four grades or classes. . . .
On a given Sunday, all pupils in these grades will study the First Com-
mandment, on another, the Tenth Commandment, on another, the First
Petition, and in the final assignments, The Sacrament of the Altar, —the
treatment of these topics being carcfully graded to suit the increasing
powers of assimilation and comprehension of the pupil. :

All the lesson-material is old, as old as Lutheran doetrine and biblical
truth, and the method is likewise many centuries old, though probably
not applied to the instruction of Sunday school elasses heretofore. Nor
does any speecial claim of novelty attach to the principle which governed
the selection and arrangement of the material, this, namely, that the
child, should, at the very beginning of its religious education, be brought
to a living knowledge of Christ the Savior. To attain this end it seems
evident that the ehild should at the very outset become intimately acquainted
1) with the principal facts in the history of the Savior’s life and work;
2) with that incomparable compend of Christian truth — Luther’s Small
Catechism, and 3) with such passages from the Seriptures as will ill}ls-
trate the doctrines embodied in the Catechism. The lesson material,
accordingly, consists of Bible History, Catechism, and Bible Texts, both
Bible History and Text being for the purpose of instruction classified
under the assignments from the Catechism. We shall briefly discuss each
of these clements, and their interrelation. )

1. The Catechism. The new English translation, published this fall
by the Lutheran Publishing Iouse, of Decorah, for the Norwegian Synod,
has  been used. It will be noted that Luther’s Jxplanation of the Deea-
Jogue and' of the Creed have been withheld in the fixst grade and have
been added in the following. . This has been done for practieal considera-
tions. The eliild must first be taught those things which lic ncarest its
mind and which it will soonest understand as it grows older. There is
a large number of Bible passages which ean be more readily grasped (if
not fully understood) by a child seven or cight years of age than the
“explanations” of the Commandments. A child at this age would be
able to make use of only a fraction of Luther’s beautiful explanation of
the First Article, and will spend a long time on committing it to memory,
but it will not fail to understand the text there subjoined (Lesson XI):
“The Tord is good to all.” No child of normal faculties will, at the age
of seven years, fail to grasp tbe essentinl meaning of such passages as
“Call upon me in the day of trouble,” “Speak not evil one of another” —
in fact, of any of the texts here quoted, when these have been explained by
the teacher in their relation to the respective parts of the Catechism,
as indicated by the Questions’ for Study and Review. As one or two years’

'
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instruction in the infant clags precedes the Iirst Grade, a knowledge of
the Lord’s Prayer may here be taken for granted and part of the “expla-
nation” is added. }

2. The Bible Histories. In the manual for First Grade work, these
have been seleeted according to their value as presenting the main facts
9f the Szwior’s life. They are not, in the first eleven Jossons, arranged
In relation to the portions of the Catechism there given. It was deemed
more mportant to furnish at the very outset the principal facts in the
hfp of Christ, leading up to the truths of the Sccond Article. Irom the
thirteenth lesson on the selections are made to illustrate the Catechism
material.  An effort has been made to present the more important stories
and parables repeatedly, with modifications of treatment.

3. The Bible Pewts. Ouly such have been chosen for the carlier grades
as commended themselves by their simple wording and direetness of appli-
eatE(’“' . They have, in grades I and II, not been chosen in the order of
'thmi :yl)solllte importance, hut according to their being suitable for work
1)1:1] g.lﬁselgmd_cs. Tl‘ley }uwevull been taken from the mew Explanation
I )t'lb red by the Norwegian Synod this fall. Texts are omitted when the
E]‘:é' I;)(EII'OEC}J}:':(03]1&1“}:;(3?1]]1?1}1 is of unusual ]cnggh; this was unavoidable in
Proof texts apnc: 13 essons (.)f _the ‘1_*11',%. Grade manunl.“ ‘Occasw_llmll_);

I S appear under different sections in manuals and “Explanation.
by th(I:l %\lTloel\lfolet::lLl;‘lsgI and II selections from the English hymnal published

The ( \T ! »ynod{ are given.
cuide to &%Bd‘fgief‘m‘ ;’tudy and Rev'iew have been added mainly as a
and re-worded t;) suit " ey are not Cutechelical and Jrn‘ust be amplified
to point out the'l'l .tle 111(}1v1duul'nccds of the clags. They are intended
Whitzh the topic sh](;mliq 1of instruetion, are suggesﬁxve o‘f the manner in
applied, and \V]l'ti’, 11_(t1)cf :Lppro‘:‘w‘hcd, ]10\_v t’l’le Bible Stories should 1_)0
this or that ]C;-s‘onp()m]; in the Iixplanation” are to be brought out in
“communion of '.’S’lil;t% I “111;{) questions are fm.'ms]md for S’I,lch terms as
this las heen do;le e 1_le new testament in my blood,” and others,
explain every jtem io tllui lc_utq that the teacher must not cundeavor to
planation of ‘some )‘m?ts* mt.tcx.tlm,l material, but should reserve the ex-
mastered, QIIOStiOL; il 11'111 til _Lhc casier portions have been in a measure
teachers, or upon m"l.ttelfl(‘ rlrl.ng upon items casily neglected by unskilled
usnally repeated g l;un ; -“31..,1\'011_ special emphasis in a certain course, are
for instance the noer of times, either verbally or by paraphrase (as

e the question: “what were the disciples?” in the present
grade).  “Yes-or-no” questions are no e conogibirs s opres

The “Notos ) (] st ns are used very spavingly.

otes for the teacher” have hee i altered and amplified
as they now appear. T Ny Dave heen mueh altered and amplifiec
introductory l'enmrl\ig to é](\( lt on to these notes each manual will contain
and elass-mana ooment ‘H; ‘ea.cher, dealing with questions of instruetion
teacher many remarks ‘u[)‘d :L.SIH_L.] glance will reveal to a regnlarly trained
self-evident and 111;11:\‘60"«'11- cautions in this hody of notes that must scem
the mannals are pea oy in hig case; it should be remembered that
Y ¢ prepared first of all for the use of teachers who have no
"PLU'(EI pedagogical training,
\V]licljih\(\‘}i(il }LII?f)e]i(l) gt‘i‘llllll)lt;‘oihel' feai,m'o,f; in the cwrriculum here outlined
some scetions of the (‘) E’L] o the theorist.  Objection may be raised that
omissions and eondde: “«ttz_ccnsm receive only limited treatment, there are
to be so. The ]n‘u'l?‘;l(?lli—— the course is mcom]dctc. 1t \_\':m”mtend(_‘,d
course of 1)111)"(1'Lt‘i())ud's TIL‘]):L:%ed upon the new ]‘]xpl_zumt]on now in
“Fxplanation.” (T] n, and are intended as_an introduction to this same
: on. e various facts of Christian belief which have been
{155011]1)10(1 in these lessons along concentric lines, adapted to the growing
intelleet of the child, are there (in the “Explanation”) collected and
amplified into system, an organie compend of doctrine —— eapsheaf and
keystone to a course of instruction in the saving truths of Holy Writ.




1 BOOK REVIEW, 121

1
The following remarks show the earnest work required of the
teachers and students of these Lessons:

These lessons have been prepared for use in the First Grade, that is
to say, in the grade following the Infant Class. The term “Infant Class”
ought to be restricted to such members of the Sunday school as are not
yet able to read. No more than five or six children ought to be in charge
of one teacher. When more pupils are entered in one grade, start parallel
classes, doing the swme work, but under a separate instruetor. Pupils
in the first grade will average from seven to nine years of age.

Start the class as a whole on the first lesson. Work in this as in all
other grades must be Class Work, The same lesson must be explained to
all members on one Sunday; the same lesson must be recited by all mem-
bers of the elass on the following Sunday. This is “class work.” No ono
would ever think of giving a class of ten pupils in Avithmetic seven
different assignments taken from as many different sections of the book;
the ten would 1o longer be a class. Yet this method of procedure is very
common in Sunday schools everywhere. 1t should be evident that if each
pupil in a class of five is given a separate lesson, each will receive one-fifth
of the attention he is entitled to.

Occasionally a pupil has been absent. Ile may either be told to
“make up” the lessons missed, as best he can, or the teacher may spm}d
ten or fifteen minutes with him after the regular classes have been dis-
missed. But in every case the pupil must continue with the class, studying
the same assignments. It will not do to break up class work and the uni-
formity of the school for the sake of one or two baekward students.

The Cateehism and Bible Texts arve to be committed to memory; also
the hymns, whenever the class is able. The Bible History element is taken
mainly from Vogt, but the teacher is expected to read up chapter zmc'l verse
of Seripture indicated. Don’t waste time with “Sunday school storles.”.

The teacher should prepare the lessons regularly. This is an indis-
pensable condition of suceessful work. Basis for such preparation are the
“Questions for Study and Review.” Tormulate to yourself an answer to
cach question.  Also in reading the Bible Stories assigned take note of all
points which form the basis of the question material. The method of
presentation is further outlined in the “Notes for the teacher.” .

When the class meets, devote the first half of the session to a review
of the lesson assigned last Sunday. Ifollow, in cvery lesson thrm'zgﬂzvout the
year, the plan indieated in the Notes under Lessons 1 and 2 of this manual.
The sccond half (approximately) of cach session should then be devoted
to the study of the lesson to be assigned. This is not {\CCOIHP}]S])O(I by
telling the class: “For next Sunday study the next lesson,” but by
explaining the new assignment to the class. To take a concretc‘_e.\'n,mplo:
The sixth session would be occupied first with a review of the Fifth Com-
mandment, and of the Text and Story presented in Lesson 3; “this is done
by asking the questions under T.esson 5. Then follows the owplanam‘on, of
Lesson 6. Tell the childrven the story of the wedding at Cana. Yollow
this np by asking all the questions given under Lesson 6. Of course, the
teacher will in many instances supply the answer himself or explain the
answer given in brackets. This is the vital part of the entire session.
Iere the teacher beeomes instructor. After making sure that his expla-
nations of the Catechism and Bible texts are understood, and that the
Story is well in mind, he may at last say: “Now study all this for next
Sunday.” — Does it scem unnecessary to outline a plan .of procedure ag
simple as the above? Yet it is the negleet of such elementary rules of
school and clags management that results in the astonishing state of_u‘ﬂa‘ll.'s
which is revealed to the pastor when he takes up the Epitome with his
Catechumens,
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As a sample of the work prepared for tho class we offer the
second lesson on the Third Article.

LESSON 2I.
Tow Tirmp Arricre. (2.)

I believe in the Ioly (host, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
overlasting.  Anien.

Bible Text: John 5, 28: The hour is coming in the which all that
are in the graves shall hear his voice.
Bible History: The Rieh Man and Lazarus (after death). TLuke
16, 19—31.
Thus may we abide in union
With cach other and the Lord,
And possess, in sweet communion, )
Joys which earth cannot afford. No. 147, 2.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY AND REVIEW,

Who was Lazarus? What is said about the Rich Man? Where was
Lazarus after death? Who carried his soul into heaven? Where was the
Rich Man? Whom did he see afar of? What did he ask of Abraham?
Why did he not reccive eomfort in his pain? When had he received good
things? [During his life on carth.] Why was the Rieh Man lost and
why did’ Lazarus go to heaven?

Which words of the third article speak of “heaven”? [“Life ever-
lasting.”] When does our soul enter heaven? When does our body?
[On judgment day.] What shall take place on judgment day? [“The
resurrection of the body.”] Whose bodies shall arise?  Why do we believe
that our bodies shall be Traised up? [The Bible says so; John 3, 28.]
Whose voice shall the dead hear? [The voice of Jesus.]

Nores ror Titg TEACHER,

1) Try to make clear, ¢) that we live after death, b) that there are
only two states after death, ¢) that the soul enters heaven (or hell) im-
mediately after death, and d) that the human body is once more united
with the soul on the day of resurrection.

2} Do not rest satisfied with such answers as: “The Rich Man was
bad,” “Lazarus was good.” 'This is the ordinary, irritating reply in Sunday
school elasses, born of the view fostered by the public school rhymes — “all
good people go to heaven,” ete. Accept no other reply than this: “The
Rich Man did not believe in Christ, Lazarus did,” or: “Lazarus loved the
Word of God, the Rich Man did not.” The Rich Man is not deseribed as
“bad” in the ordinary sense, in the Gospel.

We have been purposely lavish in our notice of this little pub-
lication, firstly, because the Sunday school, being a mew factor in
our church, many pastors and laymen are interested in its progress
and development, and any effort to give it definite shape and form
and to reduce Sunday school instruction to something like a system
readily commands attention and will be watched with interest;
secondly, because the author has designed his booklet for use also
in parochial schools and hence appeals to the judgment of that large
class of Christian workers in our Lutheran day schools. Not a few

I W
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of these are confronted with the question: Must we introduce reli-
gious teaching in English? These porsons, too, will be interested to
know what efforts are being made elsewhere in the direction in-
dicated, and what measures prove themseclves efficient.— OQur Nor-
wegian brethren, in their churches and schools, are passing through
the same changes as regards language as we. These changes may
affect them even at an carlier period and on a larger scale than us.
Our interest therefore in every endeavor put forth among them for
insuring thorough religious instruction to the children of the church
is quickened by brotherly sympathy and goes out, in particular, to
the prospective students of the booklet before us with the earnest
wish that they may be richly blessed in its perusal. D.

Tue Way ro Live. Fifty-three short sermons by Ilenry
Steck, Lutheran Pastor, cte. Northwestern Publishing
House, Milwaukee, Wis. VIII and 232 pp. Priee,
$1.50, postpaid.

Nobody who has read the author’s “Sermons on the Gospels for
the Ececlesiastical Year” expects from him anything but sound,.
plain exposition of Scripture truth. This expectation meets with
no disappointment in the volume before us. “The Way to Life” is
a collection of sermons on christological and soteriological subjects.
It opens with an introductory discourse from Js. 80, 21 (The way to
life for carthly wanderers: 1. a way which God has clearly pointed
out; 2. a way which all men are commanded to walk). Next fol-
lows a group of twelve sermons expository of the truth that salva-
tion is by grace. The opening sermon-in this group from Ex. 34,
6. 7 presents the characteristic qualities of grace and its relation to
salvation (OQur salvation by grace: 1. what grace is; 2. how by grace
we are saved). The author deseribes grace as-the “disposition of
God whereby He is moved to be merciful and gracious, long-suffer-
ing, abundant in goodness and truth, and to keep mercy for thou-
sands,” which disposition “herein culminates that ITe forgives sin
in every shape and form, whether it be considered as iniquity, that
is, a defilement of the soul, or as transgression, that is, a plain de-
parture from the rule of the divine Law, or as sin plainly, that is,
an offense against that which is right.” (p. 8f.) The author pro-
ceeds to discuss, in two sermons, grace in connection with its Serip-
tural contrary, human merit (Rom. 11, 6: Grace and works exclude
each other: 1. grace excludes works; 2. works exclude grace. Eph.
2, 8. 9: A positive and a negative statement as to our salvition: 1. a
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positive; 2. a negative statement). The next scrmon introduces
the Grace-beaver, Christ (Acts 15, 11: Salvation through the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ: 1. that there is no grace without Christ;
2. that through His grace we obtain salvation). This sermon might
well have been followed by the one from 2 Cor. 8, 9, which has been
moved forward three places (The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ:
1. wherein it consists; 2. what it effeets). Particular effects of
grace arc discussed in three sermons (1 Cor. 3, 10: Conversion and
the grace of God: 1. that we owe our conversion to the grace of God;
2. that we receive the grace of God in vain, if we are not converted.
Rom. 3, 22—24: Justification freely by His grace: 1. justification
freely; 2. justification by Ilis grace. Tit. 2, 11—14: The glorious
grace of God: 1. bringing salvation to all men; 2. sanctifying all
who receive this grace in the faith). The four remaining discourses
of this group present the divinely appointed “channels through
which grace flows” (pp. 44. 55) to the sinner (Acts 20, 32: The Word
of His grace: 1. what it is; 2. what it cffects. John 1, 17: Grace
contrasted with the Law: 1. as to their intrinsic difference; 2. as to
the way in which they are applied; 8. as to their founders. John
15, 3: The Word of Christ a means of grace: 1. in what sense the
Word of Christ is a means of grace; 2. how the Word of God is
applied to us through the means of grace. 1 John 3, 8: The Holy
Sacraments are means of grace: 1. Baptism; 2. Sacrament of Altar
is such). —In the next group, embracing twenty-eight discourses, the
author is oceupied with the Author and Finisher of salvation: the
way to life is shown to be in Qhwrist. The first three discourses in
this group tale a general view of the work of Christ (1 Tim. 4, 10:
Christ our Savior — the way to life: 1. Ie is the Savior of all men;
2. specially of those that believe. Ts. 48, 16. 17: Christ our Redeemer
—the way to life: 1, what a great Redeemer we have in the Lord
Jesus Christ; 2. how as our Redeemer He is the way to life [the
reference to the Trinity contained in this text prompts the author
to suggest its use for Trinity Sunday, and to discuss the doctrine
of the Trinity in the introduction]. 1 Tim. 2, 5. 6: Christ our
Mediator — the way to life: 1. how Christ is our Mediator; 2. how
as our Mediator Ie is the way to life). Next follow three sermons
on the offices of Christ (Luke 7, 16: Christ our Prophet — the way
to life: 1. that Christ as our Prophet has proclaimed to us the way
to life; 2. how sure we can be that the way Ile has pointed out is
the true way. IIcbr. 9, 11. 12: Christ our'ITigh Priest, ete.: 1. the
High Priest of good things to come; 2. the igh Priest who obtained
for us cternal redemption. Dan. 7, 18, 14: Christ our King, ete.:
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1. what the kingdom of Christ is; 2. how in IIis kingdom Christ is
the way of life). Various names and titles of Christ, exhibiting
particular features of Ilis work and His relation to the sinner be-
fore, during, and after ITis redeeming work on earth, furnish the
author matter for twelve discourses (John 1, 29: Christ the Lamb
of God, ete. : 1L why e is called thus; 2. how, as the Lamb of God,
He is the way to life. John 8, 12: Christ the light of the world, ete.:
1. why He calls Himself thus; 9. how, as the light, ete. Hebr. 13,
20. 21: Christ our Shepherd, ete.: 1. what a great Shepherd we have
in Christ; 2. how, as our Shepherd, cte. Hebr. 2, 9. 10: Christ
the Captain of our salvation, ete.: 1. why thus called; 2. how, as the
Captain, cte. Prov. 18, 94: Christ our I'riend, ete.: 1. what the
title “Friend” implics; 2. how, as our Friend, etc. Rom. 8, 81. 32:
Christ the Son of God, ete.: 1. in what sense Christ is the Son of
" God; 2. how, as, cte. John 6, 32——35: Christ the Bread of Life, cte.:
1. Why does He call Himself thus? 2. How do we reccive Him as
the Bread of heaven? Jobn 15, 5: Christ the way to life pictured
as the Vine: 1. why thus pictured; 2. what our relation must be to
Christ as the Vine, if for us He is to be the way to life. Mark 2,
16. 17: Christ the way to life as our Physician: 1. unto whom Christ
is a Physician; 2. how, as a Physician, cte. John 10, 7—9: Christ
the way to life as the Door to heaven: 1. in what sense Christ is the
Door to heaven; 2. how we are to use this Door to heaven. 1 John
2, 1. 2: Christ the way to life as our Advocate: 1. what Christ docs
for us as our Advocate; 2. why Christ is successful in His work for
us as our Advocate. TRom. 11, 26: Christ the Deliverer out of Sion:
1. the fact that He is such; 2. unto whom e is such. Acts 3, 14, 15:
Christ the Prince of Life: 1. what this title implies as to the Lord;
2. what benefit we derive from it). Several of the scrmons in this
seetion are adapted for use at particular seasons, such as Good TFri-
day (Acts 8, 14. 15, and John 1, 29), Maundy Thursday (John 6,
32—35), Easter (Ilcbr. 13, 20. 21, and 2, 9. 10), Pentecost (Johin
10, 7—9), for confessional services (Prov. 18, 24;  John 15, 5; 1 John
2, 1. 2), ete.— In the four succeeding sermons the author discusses
Old Testament prophecy relating to Christ as the way to life (Gen.
8, 15: The first promise concerning the Savior: 1. that e shall be
the woman’s Sced; 2. that He shall bruise the serpent’s head. Gen.
49, 10: Christ the promised Shiloh: 1. that He really is Shiloh;
2. why He is called Shiloh. Numb. 24, 17: Christ the Star out of
Jacob and the Scepter out of Israel: 1. the Star, because Ile is our
Light and Guide; 2. the Scepter, because He is our King. Rev.
5, 8: Christ the Lion of the tribe of Judah and the Root of David:
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. 1. the latter as to ITis person; 2. the former as to His office). These
sermons the author has intended for use during the special services
in Advent. He follows them up with three sermons for Christmas
(Is. 9, 6: Two namcs applied t¢ the Christ-child: 1. Wonderful;
2. Counsclor. Is. 9, 6: Three names applied to the Babe of Beth-
lehem: 1. Mighty God; 2. Everlasting Father; 3. Prince of Peace.
Is. 7, 14: Tmmanuel — the way to life: 1. who Immanuel is; 2. that
He is the way to life). This group closes with two sermons which
show that Christ is the only Savior (Acts 4, 12: No salvation with-
out Christ: 1. the fact; 2. the reason why. John 14, 6: Our salva-
tion in Christ alone: 1. in Christ; 2. in Christ alone).— The third
group of eleven sermons treats salvation through faith. Subjective
faith is described in the opening discourse from Febr. 11, 1: What
is faith? 1. The substance of things hoped for; 2. the evidence of
things not seen. Two discourses follow, showing the origin of faith
(Rom. 10, 17: Iow faith is produced: 1. by hearing; 2. by hearing
the Word of God. Tlebr. 12, 1. 2: Faith God’s work in us: 1. as to
its beginning; 2. as to its continuation unto the end). The activity
of faith is described in four discourses (1 Tim. 6, 12: TFaith the hand
which receives the salvation: 1. in what sense faith is the hand which
lays hold on salvation; 2. how we extend the hand of faith to re-
ceive salvation. 2 Cor. 5, 17: The change which faith produces in
man: 1 old things are passed away; 2. all things arc become new.
Rom. 8, 28: Justification by faith without the deeds of the Law:
1. what justification by faith is; 2. how we are justified without the
deeds of the Law. John 15, 8: Faith brings forth the fruit of good
deeds: 1. how utterly impossible it is to have faith, and not to show
forth the fruit of good deeds; 2. why faith brings forth this fruit).
The remainder of the seimons in this group contrast living faith,
dead faith, and unbelief: James 2, 14—24: The dead faith which
does not save, (I. part) and the living faith which saves (II. part).
Matt. 7, 17. 18: The fruit of (I) faith and the fruit of (II) un-
belief. "Mark 9, 23: The unlimited power of faith: 1. that the power
of faith extends over all things; 2. that all things are possible to
the believer. — The concluding discourse is from Ps. 103, 1-—4
(Praise to God alone for our salvation: 1. to Him alone we owe the
forgiveness of sin; 2. to Him alone we owe life everlasting).-—

A certain quict grace is spread over these discourses. The
placid calm of a heart at rest in the faith of its Redeemer is mirrorved
in their thought and diction. Many- were the occasions where the
grandeur of text and theme might have carried the author to lofty
heights —and away from his hearers. He has avoided them all.
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In simple language and unadorned style, avoiding the confusing
intricacies of involved discourse, the subject is presented in stages
of casy progression, and the reader or hearer is slowly and surely
guided into the height or depth of the text, unconscious of any
effort on his part or of the distances which he is covering as he ad-
vances from one point to the other. A collection of discourses on
subjects so closely related as are those set forth in the present volume
was exposed to the danger of monotony and repetition. It is certainly
no casy task, ¢. g., to tell the same audience in twenty-eight different
ways that Christ has saved them. Many a preacher would become
tedious before his effort had been half completed. But there is not
a dull paragraph in this entire collection. Ivery discourse has in-
dividuality. The same truths are told over and over again, but they
arc viewed each time from a different point of view, in a different
connection, and are differently illumined. The pleasing and fas-
cinating varicty of Scripturc in the 'midst of apparent sameness
has been transferred to the pages of this book. Their contents
pour in upon the mind with the regular rise and fall of ocean waves,
each like the other, and cach distinet and different from the other.
— We feel sure to have sufficiently indicated the author’s grasp of
Seriptural knowledge both by the choice of his texts and the evolution
of his themes therefrom. IIe has read his Bible closely, and would
have his hearers read it in the same mamner. -(Comp. pp. 184. 213.)
He appeals to the Confessions of our Church, wherever it suits his
purpose. (Comp. pp. 193. 209.) Ile combats error, also modern error,
¢. g., the Unitarian conception of redemption (p. 9 £.), the attack of
a Chicago clergyman upon Luther’s doctrine of justification (p. 12),
the religion of lodges and all secret organizations (p. 19), the Uni-
versalists (p. 60), Christian Science (p. 124), our present-day Epi-
curians (p. 126), that form of Chiliasm which pretends to believe a
general conversion of the Jews (p. 134), the Roman Catholic Bible
perversion (p. 146), the modern preacher (p. 178). The author rarely
draws upon outside sources for illustration of his argument, but
when he does so, he cites oceurrences near at home, e. g., how they
light a chandelier in the chapel of a Lutheran orphan asylum in
New York (p. 143), Dr. Walther’s advice to a theological student
“whose Christian name was IIenry” (p. 190).

The author has been charged with a misrepresentation of the
act of justification, which he describes (p.204) as a forensic process,
thus: “In the justification of the sinner God acts like the judge
who passes a verdiet upon the criminal. . .. The moment the sinner
truly believes on the Lord Jesus Christ this sentence and declaration
is passed upon him in heaven, in the council of the Holy Trinity,” ete.
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Against this presentation it is being urged that it clearly bars out
the teaching that God has justified all men in the moment of the res-
urrection of Jesus, and that the individual sinner in his subjective,
or personal, justification merely aceepts, by faith, the verdict passed
upon him long ago. This charge is refuted by the author’s own words
(p- 83): “Ie justifies us all. He has justified us when He raised
Christ from the dead; for ‘Christ was delivered for our offenses,
and raised again for our justification’” Shall we rejeet God’s grace?

Shall we refuse to accept God’s justification? Noj; let us,” ete.
Comp. p. 23: “Giving us Ilis own dear Son for our redemption
and justification;” p. 225: “Who can deny the fact that unbelief
is the only sin which condemns? Has not God actually forgiven all
sins to all men on Tis part? Was not Christ delivered for our
offenses, and raised again for our justification? Does not Paul say
in the fifth' chapter of his Epistle to the Romans: ‘Therefore as by
the offense of one,”” eote. D.




