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Physical suffering and political degradation, though they arc
very acute and prove extremely distressing to millions of her inhabitants, arc not the most grievous aflliction of present-day Germany. A wide-spread spiritual and moral decay is being revealed
in that country, which causes its present humiliation to appear
immeasurably worse than the one after the appalling ravages of
the 'rhirty Years' '\Var. On the spiritual downfall of the Church
in Germany we offer here a collection of facts from a writer who
evidently has made a fairly thorough study of the situation. Germany's moral debacle, especially as regards ethics of sex, we shall
present in a later article.

I. HISTORICAL FAC'rs.
An ominous symptom of spiritual decadence and decay is the
organized movement for abandoning the Church, which has been
given a frosh momentum by the revolution of 1919. 'l'he movement
has already produced a special literature.I) Dr. R. Lempp, of Stuttgart, in the M onatsschrift fuer Pastoraltheologie 2) offers a very
informing article on this movement since the war, upon which we
draw in this paper.
1) See Violet, Der Stand dcr Kirchenaustrittsbewegung am Ende des
,Jahres l!)l!J ( Status of the 1fovement Away from the Church at the End
of l!)l!J); Kirchner, Aufs:wtze (articles) in the Christliche Welt, 1020,
:Nr. 1 ff.; Sclwbert, Aufsaetze in the Volkskirchc, 1020, Nr. 1 ff.; Schneider,
Kirchenucbertritte und -austritte im letzten Jahrzelmt (Joining and Withdrawing from· the Church <luring the Last Decade) , The Evangelical l'ress
1lssociation has published a handbook for the study of this movement, Der
Kampf gegen die Kirehe (The Fight against the Church), and the Press
Association of Saxony has issued a Jlan,dbuch .<::wn 'Kfrchenaustritt (Handbook for the Movement of Withdrawal from the Church).
2) December, 1920, pp. 49-59.
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Withdrawal from the Church is regarded by Dr. Lcmpp as
a declaration of irreligion. 'l'he statistics for such withdrawals
during 1920 are not yet completed, but it is certain that the number
will exceed. 100,000. 'rwo similar waves swept over Germany in
1908/09 and in 1913/14, at the very beginning of the war. 'rhe
sum total of those who left the Church and became "Konfessionslosc" in those two instances was 212,000. There is no sign that
the movement has been checked, but German churchmen expect it
to grow because of the increase of the taxes for the state churches,
which a powerful party in Germany seems determined. to continue.
It does not seem to enter the minds of these churchmen that the .
withdrawals which they are watching with a dismay bordering on
despair may not mean - in some instances surely they do not mean
- withdrawal from religion, but from state-control of ·religion.
In every instance where they arc such, they would be a sign of
returning spiritual health; hut as a matter of. fact such instances
arc not numerous.
For three generations organizations of freethinkers have existed
in Germany. During the first great movement away from the
Church in rn,15/ 48 the Alliance of Free Relig·ious Congregations
of Germany 3) was formed. 'rhis bod.y still numbers 14,000 members in GO congregations. .'rheir founder was Hupp, and his spirit
is said to have been best preserved by the congregation .of Koenigsberg. 'rhe development of this body has been towards absolute
radicalism, predominantly with a materialistic tendency. It is only
a question of time when they will be merged in the Alliance of
Preethinkers; 4) for they already share with this .latter society its
president, Revereml 'l'schirm of Wiesbaden, and its official organ,
Der l?reiclenker, edited by Bruno Wille. Individual members and
some of the Free Religious Congregations still assert that they
differ ·from the Freethinkers, because they want to he religious,
while free from dogma; because their preachers conduct devotional
exercises, and deliver religious ad.dresses at consecrations of young
people,5) marriages, and funerals. But the characteristic spirit of
these congregations was glaringly <lisplnyed in 1914, when the Pree
·Religious Congregation of Berlin, under the leadership of Adolf
Hoffmann, conducted its revolting "May Festival of the Godless," 6 )
at which everything sacred was treated with scorn.
;3) "Buncl frcier religioescr Gemeinden Deutschlancls."
4) Sec next paragraph.

5) "Jugendweihen"; a substitute for the Christian rite of confirmation.
G) "l\faifest der Gottloscn."
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In 1881 the notorious materialist Prof. Buechner organized
the German Alliance of Ji11'eelhinkers,7) as a branch of an international organization of like tendencies. The immediate object
was to unite the scattered freethinkers of Germany, and the aim,
to liberate mankind from its religious and scientific prejudices,
which meant, that a campaign of popular education for the
naturalism of the Buechner and Haeckel type was begun. At
the International Congress of Freethinkers at Rome in HJM Prof.
Haeckel marched at the head of 8,000 freethinkers. In 1905, at
the congress in Paris, a procession of 100,000 parat1ed in the streets
of the French capital. In Germany tho Alliance has as yet made
no such formidable demonstrations; in HJ14 it munhered 6,000
members.
In 190G the German Alliance of Monists 8) was organizeLl,
under the prote~toratc of Haeckel. Its honorary president is the
well-known chemist Ostwalll, its president Prof. II. Schmidt in
.Jena, tho former assistant of Haeckel. Prior to the war this society
was the leading factor in the movement for withdrawal from the
Church. 'L'he propaganda of the :Monists differs from that of the
freethinkers: the latter aimed at educating the masses by popular
methods in naturalistic thought, the former aim at a scientific
system for a moclern, uniform, purely secular conception of life,H)
in contrast with tho other-worldliness of Christianity that is based
on faith and revelation. The l\fonists are divided into materialistic
}fonists, at present tho do111inant faction, and idealistic Monists,
with tho pantheistic metaphysician Prof. Arthur Drews as their
cl{ief spokesman. In his exhaustive treatise in two volumes, Der
M oni.~rn1ts, Prof. Drews exposes the great differences existing within
the Alliance of Monists. The Alliance numbers about 5,000 members. While not demanding of its members c1irectly that they withdraw from the Church, a great part of the Alliance is engagcl1 in
anti-Church propaganda, and is supplied with powerful means for
their purpose. 'I'hey advocate the secularization of the primary
school, the intro<luction of instruction in morality instead of religion, and similar practical measures. 'rheir organ is JJfonislische
.11[ onatshefte; for their young people they publish a periodical,
called 8 onne ( 1'he Swi) .
Since 1908 the Socialist freethinkers, acting upon their class
consciousness, have uniterl in a separate organization under tho
7) Der Deutsche Freidenkerbuud.
8) Der Deutsche l\Ionistenbund.
!l) "rein diesseitige_ vVeltanschauung."
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leaclership o-f Menke, a member of the Saxon Diet and aligned
with the U. S. P.1°) Their society is known as the Central Association of Proletarian Ji'reethinlcers.11) With them the fight against
the Church is merely a phase of their revolutionary class conflict.
'l'heir organ is Der Atheist (The Atheist).
In 1911 the Alliance o-f Monists created a working committee
of eight men, known as "Komitee Konfessionslos," 12) for t}:te purpose o-f inducing wholesale :withdrawals from the Church. 'rhe
chairman of the committee was Prof. Gurlitt of Munich; he was
-followed by Drews of Karlsruhe. 'l'hc agent of the committee is
Lehmann of Russbueldt, a man whose hatred of the Church can
hardly he surpassed. His cheap 13) brochure, The Spiritual Fight
for Liberty by Withdrawal from the Oh1trch," was sold in immense
quantities. 'l'he closing sentence o-f the brochure reads : "The name
'Christianity' soon must mean -for our people nothing more than
a reminiscence of a period of grievous sickness." 'rl1is "Komitec
Konfessionslos" works through confidential agents in all large cities
of Germany; it keeps up a vigorous agitation by means of a newspaper correspondence in which £acts arc grossly misrepresented, by
maintaining bureaus of information and aid to those who wish to
withdraw from the Church, by disseminating pamphlets, and by
organizing riotous mass-meetings at which high school professors
from the Alliance of Monists clasp hands with the most radical
leaders of the Social Democracy. It was this committee that conducted the great movement ;for withdrawal from the Church in
1913/14. Several Socialist dailies, led by Tl orwaerts and Die 1Velf
am 111ontag ( The World on Monday), arc entirely controlled by
this committee. N everthcless, the convention of the Social Democratic Party at Jena declared the agitation -for withdrawal from
the Church a private affair of "Komitec Konfessionslos," and the
agitation was denounced by a number of Re-form Socialists and by
serious minds like the freethinker Rudolf Peuzig, the president of
the Society :for Ethical Culture.
AU who have withdrawn from the Church are to be gathered
into the Alliance of N on-Oonfessionalists,H) which was organized
10)
Party).
11)
12)
13)
14)

"Unabhaengigc

Sozialistische

Partei" ( Independent

"Zentralvcrband proletarischcr F'rcidcnker."
Committee for Non-confessionalisrn.
Sold for 10 pfennig.
"Rund der Konfcssionslosen."

Socialist
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in 1913, with the Jewish physician Dr. Zepler of Berlin as president. Its organ, Der Weg (The Way), attacks and reviles in the
most trenchant form imaginable every religion and religious society,
also the Christian views regarding marriage, free love, abortion, etc.

IL CuARACTERISTrcs Ol!' TIIE :ThfovEMEN'r.
Dr .• Lempp points out furthermore that the evolution since the
war of this movement away from the Church exhibits a number
of characteristic difl'erences when compared with previous stages
of the :movement. · Since 1916 pamphlets hostile to the Church
began to reach the soldiers at the battle-fronts. At the same time
withdrawals from the Church in their home districts were reported
to the soldiers. Among the leaders of the movement quarrels broke
out during the war because of difl'erences of opinion on national
issues. Moreover, the Naturalists began an energetic opposition
to Prof. Drews, who declared publicly that withdrawal from the
Church was plainly harmful as long as the parties withdrawing
were not aided towards a new and intelligible faith. Accordingly,
Drews, on the basis of his pantheistic-idealistic philosophy, proposed
a new creed, in which God, the world, and man are confessed.
Lastly, Rev . .1lfwwrenbrecher, of the Free Religious Society at Mannheim, one of the most effective speakers during the movement for
withdra,val from the Church in 1913/1,1, not only returned to the
Church, but also accepted the pastorate of a Reformed church at
Dresden, ·and confessed publicly in his initial sermon that he had
been brought back by the sorrows of the times to the knowledge
of the truth of the Christian faith. He declared it to be impossible to find any sense in living in secularism; 15) for all it:,;
phenomena terminate in death. He professed that the grace of
Goel had faced him about towards new faith in God, and that in
his godless state he had ever been inwardly unhappy. Rev. Wolsdorf of the Free I{eligious Society in Nuremberg also returned to
the Church.
'l'he longer the war continued and the more disappointments
it cai.1Sed, the stronger doubt grew in the justice and goodness of
God; and the more numerous charges were raised against the
Church because it sanctioned the war, the plainer it became that
after the termination of the war the enemies of the Church would
become very aggressive. 'l'hey were the first to be placed at the
head of affairs by the revolution. Nearly all the ministers of cultus
15) "ans dem Diesscits."
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of the German Tepublic during the first period a:fter the revolution
were irreligious; some of them were leaders o:f the enemies o:f the
Church; chief among them was Adolf Hoffmann in Prussia. In
most of the states the majority of the ministers had no confessional
alignment whatever; so also the German chancellor Scheidemann.
President Ebert is a Catholic. Fortunately :for the Church the
earliest measures of the government against the Church, particularly in Prussia, next in Hamburg, Gotha, Brimswick, and elsewhere, were quite clumsy, and caused a reaction in circles :friendly
to the Church, both among the evangelical and the Catholic party,
which wrecked the plans of radical enemies of the Church. 'l'he
new constitution of the German Empire conceded to the churches
the status of public corporations, placed religious instruction as
a regular branch of study on the schedules 0£ the state schools,
confirmetl the theological faculties as an integral part of the universities, and in general afforded the Church freedom of operation.
In the national and in the state governments the Centrist party 16)
rapidly became the determining factor. As a result of this milooked-for conseqitonce of the ,1·evolution freethinking societies were
seized with a veritable mge. Directly connected with their furious
tlisgust was the mighty swelling of the tide which ,is now carrying
people out of the Chur,ch. It began about the spring of Ull9.
In 1920 Der Weg wrote: "A worse swindle than this so-called
separation of Church and State has never been enacted. Our reply
must be: Withdrawal from the Church en masse." In most of
the German constituencies the revolution has greatly facilitated
withdrawal :from the Church: the fee for withdrawal has been
abolished; nobocly is any longer obliged to report his withdrawal
to his pastor, even youths fourteen years old may declare their
withdrawal without the consent of the parents; the former rule
which obligated the party withdrawing to pay the church-tax for
the entire current year has been changed by reducing the obligation
to three months; the four weeks which formerly had to intervene
between the declaration of intention to with(lraw and the actual
withdrawal have been abolished. All these factors have been fayorable to the movement for quitting the Church. 'I'he movement
was headed again by the "Komitec Konfessionslos" and the Alliance of N on-Oonfessionalists, which in politics is running completely in the wake of the U. S. :P. Already during the war
Dr. Zepler published a confh1cntial correspondenC;e which he called
Hi) Roman Catholic.
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"Post Bellum." In this publication he expressed the firm conviction that the "clerical war usury," the "moldering mass of religious
sentiments," would soon oome to an end, and that then his time
for acting would come. 'l'he Berlin suburb N eukoelln became the
headquarters for this movement; in its town-hall the Laborers'
Council established a bureau of information for persons contemplating withdrawal from the Church.
A principal distinction between the present movement for
withdrawal as compared with former movements is furnished by
the greater intensity of political contrasts in the present movement.
'l'his is seen especially in the split that has occurred in the Social
Democratic Party. The U. S. P., as a party, has quite openly
espoused agitation for withdrawal from the Church. The movement is backed not only by the Central Alliance of Proletarian
Freethinkers, but by the entire press of the U. 8. P. Religion is to
these men no longer a private affair. At the communal elections
in Berlin and. other places the slogan was issued: Only candidates
that have withdrawn from the Church can be placed on the ticket
of the U. S. P. 'rl1is slogan leaves the question undecided whether
J cws, foo, are excluded from can.didacy. 'rhis propaganda of the
U. S. P. has met with very great success - essentially greater than
that which the party scored during 1913, the worst year in previous
movements. During 1919 the number of withdrawals was 41,438
in Berlin, 87,9H in the district of Potsdam, 7,000 in the city of
Hannover, to which number 1,500 more were added during the
first fourteen days in 1920. 'l'he withdrawals in Hamburg during
the first half of 1919 amounted to more than 4,000. Similar successes are reported from Duesseldorf, Dresden, Anhalt, Gora. In
the villages in 'l'lmringia the number of withdrawals reached
20 per cent. of the population. For the Catholic Church the
average of the losses is lower among the rural population, but in
some of the industrial centers it is rather greater than that of the
Evangelical Church. 'rhe overwhelming majority of the persons
withdrawing are members of the U.S. P. or of the K. P. D.17) 'rho
hatred in these circles of everything that bears the name of the
Church or of Christianity has become boundless through the war
and the disappointing results of the revolution. A meeting had
been called by Christian groups at Circus Busch. 'l'he object was
to protest against the appointment of Dr. Loewenstein as school
superintendent of Berlin. 'l'he meeting .was frustrated by radicals.
17) ,;Kommunisti~ehe Partci Dcutschlands." ('I)
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The scenes enacted on this occasion surpassed in wild, blasphemous
animosity anything that happened at the worst meetings under
Licbknecht and Adolf Hoffmann on the Day of Prayer and Penitence in 1913. It is certain that in these radical parties the movement for withdrawal from the Church will continue. It is eYcn
possible that these parties will make an attempt to make withdrawal
from the Church obligatory on all their members. Dr. Lcmpp
thinks that, if this is done, the idea of the national church (Volkskirchc) would be shattered in the industrial cities and in th0
suburbs. 'rhis might prove a blessing in disguise. At any rate,
while we have not one word to say in defense of the frenzied antagonism of these parties to the Church, we cannot share this
particular alarm of Dr. Lcmpp, because to our mind the Volkslcirche in Germany, or anywhere else, will always be an "Umling,"
- a spiritual almormity. As a peculiar feature of the U.S. P.
propaganda Dr. Lcmpp notes the activity of one of its members,
the Solingen pastor Dr. Lie. IIartmann: he has, through the
public press, addressed an ultimatum, with a specified time limit,
to the Prussian Church, in which he declares that, unless the
Church becomes completely democratized, desists from all enforcement of dogma, 18) and enters upon a relentless war against mammon, he will inaugurate wholesale withdrawals from the Church.
However, the violent agitation for withdrawal on the part of
radical Socialists has caitsecl consternation amon,r; eneniies of the
Ohurch in the political parties that recritit themselves from tluJ
bourgeoisie and among the Majority Bocialists, and this is another
significant feature or the movement for withdrawal. During political campaigns and in their work on the new constitution the
bourgeoisie parties are eager to manifest their friendly attitude to
the Church to a degree that woulcl have been unbelievable formerly
among the liberal parties. 'rho Majority Social Democrats lay
great stress on the old tenet voiced in the Erfort program: Religion is a private affair, and several of their leaders have in their
public addresses spoken in a tone friendly to the Church. Haeniscl1,
the minister of cultus, in a speech at Maria Laach,1il) acknowledged
the valuable service which the Church has rendered in the cause
of popular education. Members of the Diet like Keil, l\Iecrfeld,
Radbruch, have strongly asserted that, when once the Church is
no longer a state church, the hostile relation between the Church
and the Social Democracy must cease. Undersecretary of State
18) Dogmcnzwang.

l!J) A strong Roman Catholic center.

WITHDRAWAL l;'ROM THE CHURCH IN GERMANY,

201

Schultz has declared it to be a duty of Christian Socialists who
remain in the ,Church to take part in the work of the Church.
'rhe president of the Wuerttemberg Diet, Keil of Stuttgart, has
administered a sharp rebuke in the Schwaebische Tagwacht to
a college professor, the Social Democrat Sackmann, who had declared cooperation of Social Democrats in the work of the Church
impossible. This does not mean, of course, that the Majority
Socialists and their individual members have become friendly to
the Church, but it reveals a plain effort on their part to reduce
to practise the principle: Religion is a private affair, and the
Majority Socialists for this reason maintain an attitude of manifest
reserve over and against the propaganda for withdrawal. Even
Preuss, who prior to the war was one of the leading agitators £or
withdrawal, has completely retired from the movement, and at the
congress of Monists last year forced through an adverse vote on
the motion that withdrawal from tho Church be made obligatory
on the members of tho Alliance of Monists. 'rowards the same
end operate the swinging over to the Majority Socialists of a number of pastors in Berlin, Saxony, and other localities, and the
starting of organizations composed of Socialists friendly to the
Church.
But when we say that it is chiefly the radical Socialist parties
that are identified with the present movement for withdrawal, that
does not mean that the Monists and freethinkers, the bulk of whose
membership is among the bourgeoisie and the Majority Socialists,
have stopped their activitY: 'rrue, the Weimar Federation,20) which
since 1907 sought to amalgamate all societies of freethinkers, has
been dissolved, but the individual organizations which belonged to
this Federation have recently become very active again. Immediately ~£ter the revolution the Executive Board of the Alliance
of Monists believed that in the new state the Monists would occupy
the position formerly held by the Church. When this hope was
not realized, the Monists felt greatly disappointed and resolved
to start a mo're vigorous propaganda for withdrawal. At the congress of Monists in Hannover in 1919, and at that of the Freethinkers and Free Religionists in Leipzig in 1920, strong pleas
were made for the necessity of a union among these three bodies,
but the union movement was frustrated again and again by personal issues. 'rhe difference between now and 1913/14 is seen in
the fact that at present it is the Proletarian 'Freethinkers that
20) das Weimarer Kartell.
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refuse cooperation. In certain localities the free-religious factions
have to a great extent become federated, e.g., in Berlin in the
"great Federation for Kultur," 21) likewise in Munich and Stuttgart. In Stuttgart the freethinkers and the Monists cornluct a joint
organ, joint educational endeavors for the young, aml nearly always
joint meetings. 'rhe Alliance of Monists embraces the more refined
and better educated elements, while the Alliance of Freethinkers
is composed of the common people. 'l'he Monists furnish the
leadership :for the entire movement ·for withdrawal, as far as it is
nop.-political and results from long cherished radical tendencies.
Recently the Alliance of Monists has gained a great number of
adherents among the teachers, and to a certain extent even among
students. Upon the whole, however, the ·movement for withdrawal
among the bourgeoisie and the Majority Socialists lacks great drawing power: the enemies of the Church from the proletariat do not
attend their meetings, and a great part of the bourgeoisie and the
Majority Socialists no longer favor the movement for withdrawal
from the Church.
III. 11oTIVES OF 'l'IIE J\fovm,rnN'r.
'rhe propelling thoughts back of the movement, to begin with,
may be said to be the same as in former years. Naturally. Still
' thei·e are some modifications. 'l'wo different currents are flowing
into each other. Ono starts in the nali1.ral sciences. It combats
the Christian faith on tho ground that it is irreconcilable with the
modern view of the world. "'rl1e religion of Monism proposes in
the spirit of Goethe to supplant the dying supernatural faith of
the dualistic religions, by teaching the oneness of the God-nature,2'2)
and basing its teaching on the known facts of natural science, not
on revelations that have become fixed in dogmas." 23) From this
vantage-ground attacks are made on the Biblical accounts of miracles, and these accounts are ridiculed. Teachers are being heckled
for telling the children the Biblical account of creation, thus forcing upon the children from the very start an irreconcilable inner
discord with what they hear and loam later in geology. At present
it is chiefly the war that is dragged in for the purpose of showing·
the s~nselessness of faith in a kind Father in heaven who directs
21 ). das grosse Kulturkartell.
22) die Einheit dcr Gottnatnr. The idea is, that God ancl the crcah.'Cl
universe are one (Monism), not two (Dualism).
23) :Manifesto of the Alliance of Monists at Stuttgart, October, 1010 ..
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the life of individuals and answers prayer. 11foreover, especially
sharp attacks are made on Christian ethics. It is said to be heteronomous,21) founded on faith in retribution, and therefore, of
inferior value. 'l'he chief objection, however, is, that many who
in later life lose the faith of their early years lose at the same
time their good morals, because in their early Christian training
they were directed to base their morals entirely on the divine commandments and the divine retribution. Dr. Lempp thinks that
this objection - to which attention has been called occasionally
also by a Christian pedagog like Fr. William Foerster - is not to
be lightly set aside. Certainly not; hut has tho objection to Christian training been correctly stated in the foregoing? Teaching
children divine commandments and the law of retribution does :not
differ essentially from inculcating upon them the precepts of
natural religion. It is not Christian ethics at all, hut the moral
philosophy of the natural man expressed in Bible terms; and the
Church that teaches it does not deserve the designation "evangelical." Nor will the German Church win the favor of its critics
by a return to Gospel ethics. For her critics charge that the
appalling lack of ti10 moral sense which one witnesses in the present
generation is due to the fact that the youths of these days have
not been given a training in morals independent of religion and
based on empirical seience. 'l'he Central ;Society of Proletarian
Freethinkers has spread its pamphlet Get out of the Oh1trch! 25)
in many hundreds of thousands of copies. In this pamphlet it is
daimed that out of 100,000 persons 1,443 Catholics and 1,094
Evangelicals violated the penal laws in 1910, while of professed
non-religionists only 561 were guilty of such offenses. Dr. Lempp
declares this piece of statistics utterly at variance with the facts
in the case. Ho says that it was obtained by numbering with the
"Konfessionslose" (persons professing no connection with· any
church) the members of sectarian bodies, which wore quite numerous even in 1910. Particularly sharp attacks are made on religious
instruction and the Christian school. When tho question of retaining these features in the constitution of the Empire was
debated, very great bitterness was manifested. Another pamphlet
that is being circulated hears the inscription: For the Sake of Our
Ohildren Get Out of the· Oh1irch! 26) 'l'he charge is raised in this
24) "Subject to the law or rule of another." ,Sta;nd. Diet.
25) II era us aus der ICirehe I
26) Urn miserer Kinder willen heraus aus :aer Kirehe!
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pamphlet that it is owing to the indifference of freethinkers that
the state can make the assertion: Since 90 per cent. of the population of Germany belong to the Evangelical or to the Catholic
Church, we have to give them some consideration. Professor Sackmann, speaking at a number of places, has said: "It is these very
statistics that are false. Let us show by withdrawing from the
Church en masse that we are the majority." Accordingly, it is
quite an essential element of the new movement that children are
withdrawn from the religious instruction whid1 forms part of the
curriculum of German state schools, and that secular schools are
being founded. 'l'o obtain a school of this kind for Duesseldorf
even the reckless means of a strike of the pupils was employed.
With these thoughts emanating from the natural sciences there
are mingled in this movement for withdrawal from the Church
socialistic, proletarian ideas. Prior to the war the principal slogan
of the Socialist and proletarian elements in Germany was: 'rl1e
Church is aiding and abetting the capitalist and militarist classstate; it is the black police, and acts upon orders from the state
to train the workmen to obedience and humility. Now that the
Church has become independent of the State, this charge seems
irrelevant, but the radical wing of the Socialists still makes this
its principal charge against the Church, however, in a slightly
modified form: Since the Majority Socialists have turned traitors
to ,the revolution and by placing capitalism again on the throne
have also restored the Church to her former position, the Church
is again, just as previously, the main support of the capitalist
classes and the strongest fortress of the opponents of the revolution.
By teaching that every one must be subject to the powers that be
the Church seeks to hinder the workmen in their struggle for
a better existence. The pastors themselves belong to the capitalist
class, and are prompted by the principle of solidarity, if by no
other reason, to aid the capitalist system. In order to keep proletarians from resorting to self-help in the present world, the
Church seeks to comfort them with prospects of a world to come.
Children are crammed with Bible-passages and other worthless
stuff, and the ·culture of the upper classes is withheld from them,
to render them unfit for the struggle. 'l'his second line of thought
has been fed mightily by the conduct of the Church during the war,
and arguments based on the attitude of the Church during the
war are wanting in no pamphlet, and in no campaign speech of
the champions of the present movement for withdrawal from the
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Church, not even if the champions do not belong to the proletarian
party. Leading male and female pacifists take an active part in
the agitation for withdrawal from the Church. It is being pointed
out that the Church has blessed the arms used in the war, has
agitated for the war, has cooperate<l with those who were prolonging the war, 27) has negotiated war-loans, and made perseverance
in the war the theme of its sermons, instead of planning for peace:
and aiding towards peace.
Sentiments regarding J esilS arc divided. He is often mentioned with respect, and that, more frequently by proletarians than
by Monists. 'l'he majority of the former pronounce Him the first
communist, and review with envenomed hatred the entire history
of the Church, the medieval a:iitos da fe, the sins of the Popes,
the conduct of Luther during the Peasants' War, and especially
the agitation in behalf of the late war by modern theologians. By
these means they seek to prove that the servants of Jesus have
given the lie to His teachings, that the Church has amassed great
wealth, and has not concerned itself about the poor. Among the
:Monists many declare that they have nothing to do with J csns.
Some follow Nietzsche, who pronounce<l the ethics of Jesus iit only
for slaves; others hold with Naumann, who, in their view, has
demonstrated that Jesus' ethics of serving love and His freedom
from care are impossible in the modern world's struggle for existence and amidst onr present conditions of labor; still others accept
the findings of raclical Bible criticism, which either denies absolutely that Jesus ever lived, or at any rate asserts that hardly any
reliable knowledge of Him is available. Drews leads all the rest
in a stubborn fight for the thesis which he has laid down in his
book 'l'he Ghrist J.1!yth,28) viz., that modern theology commits a
fundamental error by extolling the man Jesus and claiming at the
same time that the primitive Christians attributed to this man
only divine traits; while the contrary is true ( according to Drews) :
the primeval myth of the dying ancl resurrected God-man, which
was being circulated among the Jews even prior to the Christian
era, has been made the source of the Christian religion by being
foisted upon a man Jesus who never had an actual existence. Spite
of his inward opposition to most freethinkers, Drews has again
publicly entered the fight for withdrawal from the Church. In
27) the "Vaterlandspartei" (Party of the Fatherland).
28) /Jie Ohristusmythe.
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Wuerttemberg he has been followed by Bader, the principal of n.
small, provisional teachers' seminary, who has published a brochure:
Facts, Thoughts, and Demands regarding Religious Inslmction in
the Schools, a Call lo the Conscience of a Rigid, Untrue Churdi. 20 )
In this brochure the findings of Drews's research are represented
as scientific results, known well enough by theologians, but suppressed by them; for in their habitual untruthfulness they continue to preach their J esuanism, instead of proclaiming in schools
and churches faith in the eternal God-man, who is crucified in the
world, that is, who passes through suffering, <lies, and rises again
in concrete form in any huinan being. 'l'his brochure is frequently
· recommended in periodicals for teachers. Dr. Lem pp thinks it
probable that the majority of the teachers will accept only the
negative positions of the brochure, just as it is a matter of course
with naturalists in the Alliance of Monists to decline the aforestated notion of the ever recurring Goel-man.
'l'he views of scientific lllar,visrn can be approximately stated
to be as follows: Among the J cwish nation, which had been socially
exploited, the Christian religion arose in a form agreeable to the
prevailing stage of development, ,viz., with a comforting prospect
of happiness in the beyond 30) and with a sharp antagonism to
mammonism. Because of the latter feature it was at first severely
persecuted, but at a later period it was taken into the employ of
the capitalist state, which ordered the priests to preach above all
else the comforting prospect of happiness in the beyond, and to
substitute contentment and obedience to the magistrates for antagonism to mammonism. At the present time, owing to economic
evolution, Christianity is regarded as completely superannuated.
'l'he workman's savior is called Karl Marx.
Finally, many defects have, as a matter of course, been discovered in the Church viewed as an institution, such as unsocial
arrangements, great wealth, over the administration of which nobody can exercise exact control, pastors who do not believe themselves what they preach to others, and who preach, because they
are paid for doing so, etc. The Proletarian agitation loves particularly to operate with individual instances of unworthy pastors,
and, of course, treats evangelical and Catholic clergyman alike.
29) 'l'atsaohen, {] edanken 1ind fi'orderungen zwn l-Joliulreligio1isunterricht, ein Ruf an idas Gewissen oirner starren, mw;ahron JCirche.
:JO) "den Jenseitstrost."
·
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IV. :i\IluNs AND 1IETII0DS OF PROPAGANDA.
The methods adopted by agitators in the movement for withdrawal from the Church are well known. Their greatest attractions are mass-meetings with good .speakers. Under the auspices
of the Alliance of :Monists its field secretary,31) Dr. Aigner, a physician at Munich, and the speaker of the Alliance, Kahl of Hamburg,
also Professors Gnrlitt of Munich, Wahrmund of Prague, Drews
of Karlsruhe, V erweyhen of Bonn, and others, are touring the
country. 'rhe speakers for the Central Association of Proletarian
Freethinkers throughout Germany are its President :Menke, the.
editor of its organ, Beisswanger of N uremburg, and others. Recently this Association has been advertising for the service of a field
secretary and itinerant speaker. An efficient and cunning method
of agitation has been adopted by the }Ionist Kahl: he exhibits
beautiful stereopticon views of the solar system, of the evolution
of the cosmos, of forms of Christian and non-Christian cults which
resemble each other, and by this device attracts the masses. While
showing his stereopticon views, he will talk for two hours in a fairly
objective way. During the last quarter of an hour he draws what
seem to be inevitable conclusions from his talk, viz., that the Christian view of creation, the Christian faith in a final eonsummatlon,
the unique character and. indepem1ence of the Christian religion
have been manifestly disproved. Kahl specially invites his opponents to these stereopticon lectures, but since he does not conclude
his lectures until ten minutes before the volice regulations for
closing public entertainments go into effect, the time to reply to
him is from the start reduced to five minutes, and in such a brief
space it is impossible to discuss his arguments.
In Stuttgart Professor 8ackrnann delivers 81tnday addresses,
as substitutes for sermons, on such subjects as belief in Goel, belief
in immortality, :Monism and the ,formation of character, the present
crisis in the conception of the world. 32) His object is to show that
:Monism offers positive values to the mind 'and a substitute for
Christian edification. As a matter of fact these addresses, too,
consist for the most part of polemics and criticism. Nothing else,
of course, is to .be expected, in view of the avowed principle of the
Alliance. of Freethinkers and :Monists: the dissemination of a conception of the world that is based on modern knowledge and
decline.s, all dogmas binding on .the mind of man.
31) Geschaeftsfuehrer.

32) "\Veltanschauungskrise tler Gegenwart."
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'ro these measures must be added the regular meetings of the
members of these societies, which arc enlivened by addresses, debates, and musical entertainments. An attempt is being made iu
all cities to install free-religioits training of the young, as a substitute for religious instruction. 'l'he very name "free-religious,"
which really expresses the tendencies only of the first of the organizations named in chapter 'l of this article, reveals the difficulty of
the attempt. 'l'hc training, in general, embraces three divisions:
history of religion, biology, and contemplation. of nature. As a rule,
the item named last, vi'.z., scientific illuminism ·a .la 'Haeckel, by
means of natural history studies, is the leading part: 'l'he Alliance
of Monists has published an offer of 1,000 marks for prize textbooks, 'to be used in ethical instruction that is free from confessionalism and ;ests on a scientific basis. Gurlitt in Munich and
the free-religious preacher at Frankfort have started free-religious
teachers' seminaries. In general, there is complaint in the ranks
of freethinkers regarding the inadequacy of the instruction imparted hitherto in the state schools, and the blame is placed on
the lack of proper text-books and the insuflicient training of the
teachers. It goes without saying, however, that the main difficulty
lies in the impossibility of offering a truly positive substitute for
the Christian religion that is generally accepted among the freethinkers themselves.
I
An important means of propaganda is the Jugendweihe ( consecration of youth), which terminates the instruction of the young
people. It is an imitation of the Christian rite of confirmation,
and in some part reproduces this rite down to the minutest details.
'l'he addresses delivered on the occ}:\sion regarding the true, the
good, and the beautiful are anything rather than childlike. Worse
than this, the poems, axioms, and mottoes, and a few citations from
Goethe, Schiller, Heyse, Scheffel, Gottfried Keller, which the children recite are for the most part incredibly flat and a mere jingle
of phrases. Still the impression made upon parents and children
by these Jugendweihen is often great. On a grand scale the rndical
Socialists have taken up worlc arnong the yo·ung people. Besides
organizing Social Democratic Young People's Societies, which have
been split, like the Social Democratic Party itself, into three factions, and in which lectures on natural history and debates are
a prominent feature, they are gradually establishing communistic
Sunday-schools in every large city, they are conducting walking
tours with the childreri for the purpose of nature study, etc. Fanat-
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ical young workers, teachers, students, and others engage in this
work with an enthusiastic devotion that could excite admiration.
'rhere is an earnest striving in many of these leaders to train the
children to, become really good, self-sacrificing men, filled with the
love of nature and mankind. Actually, however, the strongest impression is invariably made upon the young people by inculcating
upon them the fact that a great gulf has been fixed, by whid1 the
proletarian class is said to be divided from the Christian society
among the bourgeoisie.
In all larger cities men (in most cases, teachers of the young)
have been appointed to take the place of pastors at marriages and
funerals.
As a rule, great skill is shown in the parnphleis and brochures
that have been prepared chiefly by the Alliance of Monists, or its
"Komitee Konfessionslos," and by the Central Association of Proletarian Freethinkers. Large editions of these publications have·
been disseminated, and the ideas sketched above have been presented
in them in popular style. Quite recently pamphlets have been issued
that call upon the people to serve notice on the authorities that their
children will take no part in religious instruction ·at the schools.
Blank forms for a notice of this kind are furnished gratis and
delivered at the homes of the people. Dr. Zepler has even suggested
that at the school exits pamphlets be distributed to the children
in which they are to be warned against the humbug of religious
instruction.
Naturally agitation by word of moitth, as it is carried on
chiefly in factories, however, also by house-to-house canvass, is an
iniportant feature of the propaganda. A plain evidence of houseto-house canvassing was given at the withdrawals from the Church
that took place in the court at Berlin: on some days during the
previous year the street was choked, as before the show windows
during the war, with persons who wanted to declare their withdrawal, and the records show that in some instances entire streets
declared their withdrawal.
'l'he propagandists for withdrawal build up their arguments
not only from the war and the religious instruction or: the state
schools, but they add recently as a third feature of their agitation
arguments based on the chitrch-tax. 'l'he separation of Church and
State provided by the new German constitution seems to be nominal; for in some states it has caused a church-tax to be imposed
for the first time on such citizens as are church-members. In very
14
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many localities a church-tax was levied for the first time on workmen who formerly had to pay only a small church-tax or none at all.
This was caused by the enormous raise in wages. 'l'he levy of this
tax afforded the agitators for withdrawal a most welcome theme
for discussion. However, in discussing the tax they purposely
spread false reports about exorbitant amounts that had to be paid
for this tax, and their exaggerations had the desired effect. E.g., in
Wuerttemberg no agitation at mass-meetings or by means of
pamphlets was as effective in inducing people to withdraw as
a single false report about church-taxes that was spread among
the workmen at the Daimler Works. At Halle, Hannover, 'l'angermuende there was on certain days a veritable flood of people rushing
to the state office to declare their withdrawal from the Church.
Dr. Lempp naively remarks: "'l'he necessary increase of the churchtax, to which all state churches, I believe, are looking forward,
superadded upon the growing misery of our nation, will most
assuredly be followed by a material increase of withdrawals from
the Church."
'l'he Alliance of Monists has announced great plans for a still
more vigorous propaganda. Congresses and meetings are to be held
lasting a week, at which J{ ullitr is to he discussed; 3.3) a central
bureau of speakers is to be established; an academy of free thought
is to be founded at Frankfort, for the training of Pree 'l'hought
teachers and orators; Bruno Wille has issued a call for the organization of a German Knltur Party.
Dr. Lempp concludes his review as follows : "Wc see that we
arc face to face with an or"anized
movement that must be taken
b
'
seriously indeed, and that is going to inflict great damage on our
Church and our entire nation in days to come. There is indeed
no reason why we should lose courage; during the last two years
our Evangelical Church has put to shame the prediction of all those
who prophesied her ruin when once her state support would be
withdrawn. It will he impossible to destroy our Church by this
agitation for withdrawal, as long as the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
alive in her. However, it is our duty to keep our eyes open and
to defend our Church against her enemies to the best of our ability.
Immediate measures of defense which we must adopt arc public
meetings and lectures and brochures, by which the arguments of
our opponents arc met. These measures are quite within our reach,
33) "Kulturwochen."
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and experience teaches that they are efficient. 'rlic best measures
of defense, however, will ever he indirect: faithful preaching and
pastoral care, active charity, the strengthening of our sense of
churchly domesticity and duty, aml the creation of genuine congregational life. God grant that we may never grow weary of
these tasks !"
Every sincere member of the Church will respect the above
sentiments, aml join the author in praying for their realization.
It is, however, quite likely that ere long German churchmen will
see that something else is required of them: true repentance of
the wrongs of the past. The infidel propaganda which is now
taking Germans by the thousands out of the churches operates
with facts, and not only with fictions. The sins of the German
state churches and of individual pastors in them are just as
authentic as the sins of the Popes, and their psychological effect,
too, is the same. Freethinkers, Monists, Socialists, et id omne
gemts could not score half their success, if the people were not
convinced that these men have put their finger on real sores and
blemishes in the body of the Church. It is the moiety of truth
,which they tell that does the real damage to the Church. In view
of this it passes comprehension how men, otherwise enlightened
and devout, can advocate the continuance of the old order, or view
its abrogation with sorrow, alarm, and dismay, or retard the movement for the separation of Church and State in many ways. 'rhis
fc~turc in the present situation is to the outsider most disquieting.
It would be rash to charge the German Church with having herself
produced all the infidels, atheists, scoffers who are now heaping
vile abuse and shame on her; but on the other hand it would he
criminal leniency to exonerate the German Church from all blame
for the existing state of affairs. German churchmen will not be
fit for the real work of spiritual reconstruction, which is the plain
program of the Church in Germany for the immediate future, until
they have fully learned to know their former errors and malfeasances, and have begun to abhor and abominate them.
Churchmen in America should study with cager interest the
sad evolution through which the German Church is passing; they
may learn a salutary lesson from this study that will make them
better judges of certain ominous movements in America.

