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PREFACE. 

These Outlines of Doctrinal Theology were not originally 

intended for publicatitm. They were. prepared for the students 

of Concordia Seminary, to be used as a compend for the Eng
lish lectures on Dogmatic Theology.1) To avoid the, tedious 

process of dictation, by which they had for sever.al years been 

transmitted to the classes, the paragraphs and texts were, by 

the students, printed on the mimeograph. A number of copies, 

without the author's knowledge, found their way into the hands 

of brethren in the ministry, and from various quarters the 

request was made that th,e work be published in a regular 

edition. Finally, wl1en the students' supply was exhausted 

and the Board of Directors of Concordia Publishing House 

determined on the publication of the book, the author deemed 

it no longer proper to refuse his consent and coope1•ation. 

In preparing the copy for the press, the author has in no 

wise changed the character of the work. It remains what, as' 

originally designed, it was to be, not an exhaustive treatise of 

Dog111atic Theology, but a brief thetical compend of the out

lines of Christian doctrine, consisting of concise definitions 

and an array of texts frorn which the various points of doc

h·iue are derived as from their theological source, the written 

Word of God. The chief purpose of the book, too, remains 

nnchauged, and the desire to see his students provided with a 

well-printed text-book for his lectures to them was foremost 

1) Tl1e leading course of lectures on Dogmatic Theology in said insti. 
l ution is delivered in German and Latin . 
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IV PREF,\CE. 

in prompting the author to concur in its publication. For the 

benefit of others who may find the book of some use to them, 

he would say that his method of instruction comprises, mainly, 

an analysis of the Paragraphs, aµ exposition of the texts with 

a view of substantiating therefrom the points embodied in the 

Paragraphs, and a demonstration of the incompatibility of 

the chief a~tithe~~~ with the texts and the points of doctrine 

therein set forth. . The use of the book i1~ the absence of such 

comments ~vill be, ii~. a measure, facilitated by the italics em

ployed for the p~rpose of marking the pertinence of each text 

to the point under co~sideration. Many texts covering di:ffe1·ent · 

points have by~n g·i~en repeatedly, in different groups, but dif

ferently italicized; and in rare cases references only have been 

given instead of 'the texts in full, especially where the words 

are found on the .same or an adjacent page. It may not be 

entirely supe~uoll8 to say in this connection that in a number 

of instances the pertinence of a text, while not so apparent in 

the Engli~h ve~~ion, will appear when the original Greek or 
Hebrew is . com.pared. In other instances, where a divergence . 

of exegesis n1ay tend to impugn the argumentativeness of a 

text for the)?U~pose in point, care has been taken to cover tlte 

same topic by .other texts. The reader will also notice that 

various subjects, e. g., the divinity of Christ, the moral law, 

the natural stateof man, marriage, civil government, the work 

of redemption, th~ means of gTace, the Church, predestination, 

temporal death,_ .fi~al judgment, the kingdom of glory, have 

been repeate<,l.ly dedt with under different heads, to point out 

the various relations of these points of doctrine. 
•' . ! '· 

While it has been the author's constftnt aim to demon-

strate the scriptmalness of the doctrinal statements set forth 

in the Paragr~p}?-s,of this book, he deems it a duty to say that 

he knows himself also in full accord with the doctrine of the 
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PREF A OE. v 

Lutheran Church as laid down in the Book of Concord, and 

that the· absence of ref~rences to the Symbols of our church, 

the norma. normata of sound Lutheranism, must not be con

strued into a disparagement of the Lutheran standards or of 

any point of doctrine therein contained. With an emphatic 

r~fusal to apologize for having nowhere, from the first point 

in Bibliology to the last in Eschatology, prqgressed beyond the 

theology of our orthodox fathers, and with the fervent prayer 

that God would graciously keep him and his brethren in the 

faith from any such progress, this humble contribution toward 

the theo]ogical literature of our church in America is dedicated 

to the service of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and com

mended to His rlivine blessing by 

THE AUTHOR. 
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OUTLINES OF DOCTRINAL THEOLOGY. 

Prolegomena. 
DEFINITIONS OF THEOLOGY. 

§ 1. Theology is a practical habitude of the mind com
prising the knowledge and acceptance 0£ divine truth, together 
with an aptitude to instruct others towards such knowledge and 
acceptance, and to defend such truth against its adversaries. 

Acts 18, 24-28: And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at 
Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures, came 
to Ephesus. This man was insl?-ucted in the way of the Lord; and 
being fervent in the Spfrit, he spake and taught diligently the things 
of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. And he began 
to speak boldly in the synagogiw: whom when Aquila and Priscilla 
had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the 
way of God mot·e perfectly. And when he was disposed to pass into 
Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: 
who, when he was come, helped them much, which had believed 
through grace. For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that pub
licly, showing by the Scriptures that Jesus was Ghrist. 

2 Tim. 3, 16. 17: All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in
struction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works. 

Tit. 1, 9: Holding fast the faithful Word as he hath been taught, 
that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince 
the gainsayers. 

§ 2. Theology may be viewed as doctrinal, exegetical, 
historical, and practical Theology. 

DOCTRINAL THEOLOGY. 

§ 3. Theology is Doctrinal Theology inasmuch as it com
prises the knowledge and acceptance of the doctrines of divine 
revelation, and the aptitude to exhibit and substantiate such 
doctrines in themselves and in their proper relations to each 
other. 
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2 DEI<INITIONS OF THEOLOGY, §§ 4--9. 

EXEGETICAL THEOLOGY. 

§ 4. Theology is Exegetical Theology inasmuch as it com
prises the aptitude to :find and expound the true sense of the 
divinely inspired writings, the Old and the New Testaments, 
whence all theological truths must be derived as from their 
only infallible and sufficient source, and the knowledge requi
site for such aptitude. 

HISTORICAL THEOLOGY. 

§ 5. Theology is Historical Theology inasmuch as it com
prises the knowledge and theological discernment of the rise, 
progress, and preservation of the Christian Chmch and of its 
institutions, and an aptitude to utilize such knowledge in the 
promulgation, application, and defense of divine truth. 

PRACTICAL THEOLOGY. 

§ 6. Theology is Practical Theology inasmuch as it com
prises the knowledge of the proper functions of a minister of 
the Christian Chui:ch and of their underlying principles, to· 
gether with an aptitude to perform such functions in accord
ance with such principles. 

THEOLOGY IN AN ABSTRACT SENSE. 

§ 1. An oral or written exhibition of the truths, doctrines, 
principles, etc., by virtue of the knowledge, acceptance, main
tenance, and practical application of which a theologian is a 
theo,logian, is also, in an abstract sense, called theology. 

Doctrinal Theology. 
DEFINITION. 

§ 8. Doctrinal Theology, in the abstract sense of the term, 
is the aggregate of the doctrines laid down in the Holy Scrip
tures, which should be known, accepted, properly applied, and 
strenuously defended, by a theologian; and Doctrinal Theology 
in this sense is outlined in the following chapters and para
graphs. 

§ 9. Doctrinal Theology may be divided into Bibliology, 
Theology Proper, Cosmology, Christology, Soteriology, and 
Eschatology. 


