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SOTERIOLOGY.
DEFINITION.

Soteriology is the doctrine of Holy Scripture concerning the application and appropriation of the merits of Christ
to the individual sinner, whereby the sinner is led to the actual possession and enjoyment of the blessings which Christ
has actually procured for all mankind. Christ is awr~p rov
xoap.ou, the Savior oj the'world. 1) God was in Christ reconciHng the world unto himselj. 2) Christ is the propit£ation
for our sins,· and not for ours only, but also for the sins of
the whole world. 3) The Mediator between God and man
reconciled the world with God not partially or potentially,
but wholly and actually. By one offering he hath perfected
for ever them that are sanclified. 4 ) When he sat down on
the right hand of the Majesty on high, the work of redemption had been fully performed; lze had by hz"mselj purged
our sins. 5 )
Yet, among those whom the Lord has bought, there
are those who bring upon themselves swift destruction. 6)
Though God HATH reconciled us to hz"mselj by Jesus Christ, 7)
and we WERE reconciled to God by the deatlz oj !tis Son, 8)
1) John 4, 42. 1 John 4, 14.
3) 1 John 2, 2.
4) Hebr. 10, 14.
6) 2 Pet. 2, 1.
7) 1 Cor. 5, 18.
25

2) 2 Cor. 5, 19.
5) Hebr. 1, 3.
8) Rom. 5, 10.
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yet we are exhorted, BE YE reconciled to God. 1 ) And this
exhortation does not detract from or ignore the merit of the
Redeemer of the world, but comes to us by the ambassadors
for Christ, who pray us in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled
to God. 2) It is the will of God and of Christ the Redeemer
that the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, the objective
reconciliation wrought by him, should be given to and received by each and every individual sinner as a subjective
blessing, to have and to hold and to enjoy in actual possession. An amnesty to rebellious subjects is valid as an act of
the government; but it does not work absolutely; those to
whom it is extended must comply with its terms, lay clown
their arms, and accept the benefits of peace. An inheritance is good in the heir according to the terms of the testament. But the heir may waive his claims or refuse to
accept his share according to the testator's will, and his inheritance will not be forced upon him. Salvation, which
Christ has provided for all men, comes to us as the gift of
God,3) and of hz"s julness have all we RECEIVED, and grace
for grace. 4 ) Having received such gift of God, we HA VE redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins. 5 ) Our
inheritance is not only reserved in heaven for us,6) but we
have also obtahzed our inheritance, exXr;p<brJr;p.eµ, 7 ) and enjoy
its first-fruits,· the earnest of our inheritance. 8 ) On the other
hand, though the great supper was made for many and all
things are now ready, there are those who shall not taste of
the supper to which they too were earnestly bidden. 0 )
SALVATION THE WORK OF Gon.
The kingdom of God, however, is not a feast at which
people are expected to help themselves. The salvation :of
sinners is not partly divine and partly human, divine in the
1)
3)
5)
8)

2 Cor. 5, 20.
2) Ibid.
Eph. 2, 8. Cf. 1 Cor. 1, 7.
Eph. 1, 7.
6) 1 Pet. 1, 4.
Eph. 1, 14.
9) J,uke 14, 16-24.

4) John 1, 16.

7) Eph. 1, 11.
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redemption of the world, human in the appropriation of the
benefits of such redemption. Our redemption is the work of
God; so is our salvation in all its parts. Oeou -ro 3ii'Jpov, t"t z"s
the gift of God. 1) eeou is here in emphasis. That we are
saved is not of ourselves, 2 ) but of God, and of God in such
a way that it all comes from him, as a gift from the giver.
And our acceptance, too, is not of our own doing. We are
not only offered salvation by grace, but by grace we are
saved. Xdpt-d in,e aenwnµevoe. 3) The perfect tense signifies
the completion of the act, the attainment of the result, the
act having superinduced a state. That we are actually in a
state of salvation is not in any sense or part of ourselves,
but wholly of God, and not as a reward, but by grace and
as a gift. Before Thomas believed in a risen Lord, he, because of his refusal to believe,4) to accept of the grace and
peace which for him too Christ bad truly procured, was void
of lthat peace. and the blessings therewith connected. But
when he too rejoiced in his Savior and said, "My Lord and
my God," 5) it was not by his own power and self-determination; for no man ca,i say tkat Jesus ts Lord, but by tke
Holy Gkost. 6 ) Salvation is not a conditional blessing offered
under a condition to be fulfilled by the sinner who is to be
saved, but a free blessing bestowed by God upon the sinner
in a certain order. When God so loved the world that lie
gave hz"s only begotten Son, it was with the plan and intention that WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM should not perz'sli,
but kave everlastz'ng life. 7 ) God would save no man but
for Christ's sake, and he would save no man for Christ's
sake but by faith in Christ. And this saving faith is a work
of God in us. 8) Christ himself is tke author and fim'sker of
our faz"tk, 0 ) the faith of all those who by hz"m do belz'eve in
God. 10 ) Faith is, properly speaking, not a condition of our
salvation, but part and parcel of the order and process of a
sinner's salvation, which is in solz'dum the work of God.
1) Eph. 2, 8.
5) John 20, 28.
8) John 6, 29.

2) Ibid.
3) Eph. 2, 5. 8.
6) 1 Cor. 12, 3.
9) Hehr. 12, 2.

4) John 20, 25.
7) Jolin 3, 16.
10) 1 Pet. 1, 21.

/
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PROMPTING CAUSE OF SALVATION.

Thus also the prompting cause of the sinner's salvation
is not in man but in God. It is the goodness of God in its
various aspects, love, benevolence, grace and mercy. God,
wlto -is rz"cli in MERCY, for lzis great LOVE wherewz"tlt he
LOVED us, even w!ten we were dead in sins, hath quic!iened
us together with Christ-by GRACE ye are saved-and lzatlt
raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly
places z'n Christ Jesus. 1 ) While man was dead in sins, unable to do or offer anything which God might have beheld
with pleasure, but made a record of sin and death only, the
riches of divine mercy, his great love, his grace, abounded
toward us and saved us. God's mercy, by which he has
compassion with the afflicted and bestows his blessings upon
the miserable; 2) his love, according to which he longs for
and delights in union and communion with the objects of
his holy desire ; 3 ) his benevolence, according to which he is
desirous of blessing the objects of his love ; 4) his grace, according to which he offers and confers his blessings regardless of the merits or demerits of the objects of his benevolence5)-his goodness prompts God to bestow upon and
apply to the individual sinner the benefits of Christ's redemption, as the same goodness, his love, benevolence,
grace and mercy, prompted him to send the Redeemer and
caused the Savior to work our redemption. 6) God has saved
us and called us wz'th an holy calli"ng, not accordz'ng to our
works, but according to Ids own purpose and grace. 7 ) The
motive was not in us; it was his 1'1Jta 11:pofhatc: xa, xo.pcc:, according to which our salvation was planned and carried into
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

Eph. 2, 4-6.
James 5, 11. J4uke 1, 54. Is. 49, 13. I~zek. 16, 6.
Jer. 31, 3. Deut. 33, 3. Is. 43, 1. Jer. 31, 20. Hos. 2, 19. 20.
Tit. 3, 4-7. Ps. 37, 4. 1 John 4, 9.
Ps. 103, 10. Rom. 3, 23. 24; 4, 5; 11, 6. Eph. 2, 8. 9.
John 3, 16. 1 John 4, 9. 10. 2 Cor. 8, 9.
2 Tim. 1, 9.
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effect. This grace and mercy and love, this goodness of
God, is one divine attribute, the love wherewith God loved
the world, 1) the grace which prompted our Lord.Jesus Christ,
though being rich, to become poor for our sakes,2) the benevolence of him who wi'll lzave all nieu saved and to come
unto the knowledge of the truth, 3 ) the mercy which cries out,
Why will ye dz'e, 0 house of Israel? For I have no pleasure
in the deatlt of him that dieth. 4) The divine goodness of
which Paul says, By tlze grace of God I am what I am,5) is
not a particular grace directed to some and denied to others,
but the universal grace announced and held forth in the word
of reconciliation, which was preached to every creature which
is under heaven,°) which is the gospel of the grace of God, 7)
the word of his grace, wlziclz is able to build us up and to
give us an inheritance among them whiclz are sanctified. 8)
This grace, then, is as broad as the reconciliation whereby
the world was reconciled to God, the grace of him who says,
Come unto me, ALL YE that labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. 9)
·
MEANS OF SALVATION,

The means by which the benefits of Christ are offered
and appropriated to the sinner, and by which not only the
capability of accepting what is thus offered, but also such
acceptance itself is wrought in him, are the means of grace,
the written and spoken word of the Gospel and the holy
sacraments. The saving grace of God does not operate by
immediate action, by direct impact upon the human heart
and mind. We know of not a single instance of spiritual
quickening by an immediate act of divine power and without the intervention or employment of the means ordained.
for the accomplishment of such work of divine grace.
Even the extraordinary conversion of Saul of Tarsus was
1) John 3, 16.
4) Ezek. 18, 32.
7) Acts 20, 24.

2) 2 Cor. 8, 9.
5) 1 Cor. 15, 10.
8) Acts 20, 32.

3) l 1'im. 2, 4.
6) Col. 1, 23.
9) Matt. 11, 28.
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not brought about without spoken words directing themselves to the senses and through the senses to the mind of
the subjectum convertendum .1) Salvation is wrought by
the Gospel of Christ, which is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth. 2 ) The Christians of
Galatia had received the Spirit by tlte hearing of faz't!i. 3)
~ro Abraham the inheritance was given by promise, 4 ) which
was the Gospel to the fathers before the coming of the
promised Savior. When the preaching of Christ crucified
and risen from the dead went to the hearts of Abraham's
children at Jerusalem, and they asked, What shall we ·do.'!
Peter said unto them, Repent and TIE BAPTIZED every one
of you in the na·me of Christ FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the
promise is unto you and to your children, and to all that
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God SHALL
CALL. 5) We are not, for ourselves or others, to rely on or
expect immediate enlightenment, or the inner growth of
spiritual life, without the use of the outward means of grace,
the word and the sacraments. How shall they believe on
him of wliom they have not HEARD? 0 ) For fait!t cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.7) In his sacerdotal prayer the Savior intercedes not only for his apostles,
but for all those who, to the end of time, would believe on
kim through their word. 8 )
It is not only a first impulse toward faith and spiritual
life and salvation, which is ascribed to the word of the Gospel, but faith and salvation itself. The words of St. Peter
were described to Cornelius as words wliereby thou and all
thy house shall BE SAVED. 9 ) The Gospel is not only a doctrine concerning salvation whereby the sinner may learn
how to be saved, but the POWER of God unto salvation,1°)
1)
2)
5)
8)

Acts 9, 4 ff.; 22, 7-16.
Rom. 1, 16.
3) Gal. 3, 2.
Acts 2, 37-39.
6) Rom. 10, 14.
John 17, 20.
9) Acts 11, 14.

4) Gal. 3, 18.
7) Rom. 10, 17.
10) Rom. 1, 16.
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whereby God works salvation itself. St. James says, Receive with meekness the engrafled word wlzz'ch is able To
SAVE your souls .1) In the Scriptures we have not only wisdom unto the knowledge of God and spiritual things, but
eternal life; 2 ) they are able to make wise unto SALVA'l'ION. 3)
And as the written word, so likewise the spoken word is
the means whereby sinners are saved. It pleased God by
foolishness of preaching to save t!tem t!tat believe. 4 )
Not only the beginning, but also the continuation of
the work of our salvation, to its perfection in all its parts,
is performed by the means of divine grace. St. Paul writes
to the Christians at Corinth! frw.<Jµevo,, ev Xp1<Jr<J) 'lr;<Jou, XA'fjo.rlo,;, 5) I declare unto you t!te gospel wkiclt I preac!ted
unto you, w!tic!t also ye !tave recez"ved, and w!terein ye stand,
by wldc!i also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I
preached unto you. 0) Not e<J<J{Jr;u, or e<J,s <Je<J<tJ<Jµsvo,, but
<J<ot:,em?e, says the apostle here, ye are being saved, the work
of salvation being still in progress, being carried on ou'!., by
means of, the Gospel which Paul preached and in which his
hearers stood, keeping in memory what had been preached
to them. The Scriptures are profitable not only for a beginning in the rudiments of Christianity, but t!tat the man
of God mig!tt be perfect, thoroughly furmshed unto all
good works. 7 ) In the Scriptures we have not only the beginning of spiritual life, but eternal lije. 8) What more do
we want? That is the summary of the benefit of Christ,
whom we preac!t, says the apostle, that we may presetit
every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 0 )
In like manner, salvation is ascribed to baptism, when
St. Peter expressly says that baptism doth also now save us. 10 )
This is again by the application of the benefits of Christ.
As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put

ro,,

1)
4)
7)
10)

James 1, 21.
1 Cor. 1, 21.
2 Tim. 3, 17.
1 Pet. 3, 21.

2) John 5, 39.
5) 1 Cor. 1, 2.
8) John 5, 39.

3) 2 Tim. 3, 15.
6) 1 Cor. 15, 1 f.
9) Col. 1, 28.
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on Christ, 1) who is the Lord our Righteousness. As the blood
of Jesus Christ cleanseth us jrotn all sin, 2) so and by virtue of the cleansing power o"f the blood of Christ and by the
application of this purifying flood, we are sanctified and
cleansed with the washing o.f water by the word, 3 ) being baptized .for the re1nission o.f sills, 4 ) we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
his grace. 5)
Thus, then, the whole work of our salvation is, from
beginning to end, achieved by the means of grace. By his
own will begat he us with the word o.ftruth. 6 ) We are born
again by the word o.f God,7) begotten t!zroug!t the gospel. 8 )
We enter into the kingdom of God, born o.f water and o.f
the Spirit. 0 ) Then, as newborn babes we are to desire the
si11cere milk o.f the word, tlzat we may grow thereby. 10 ) As
Christ is made unto us sanctification, 11) the Savior prays
that such benefit be applied to us, when he says, Sanctify
tlzem tltrough thy truth: t!ty word is t!te trutlt . 12 ) Christ is
eternal life; 13 ) and his words are the words o.f eter11al lije. 14 )
By baptism we become partakers of the death of Christ and
of his resurrection and are alive unto God t!zrottJ;h Jesus
Christ our Lord, 15) since, !taving been baptized into Clzri'st,
we /iave put on C!trist. 16 ) 'rhus is our salvation the work
of God accomplished by the means of grace.
All this will further appear as we proceed to consider
the nature and efficacy of the word of the Gospel and the
sacraments.
1)
3)
5)
7)
9)
11)
13)
14)
16)

2)
Gal. 3, 27.
4)
Eph. 5, 26.
6)
Eph. 1, 7.
8)
1 Pet. 1, 23.
10)
John 3, 5.
12)
1 Cor. 1, 30.
1 John 5, 20. Cf. John 11, 25; 14, 6.
15)
John 6, 68.
Gal. 3, 27.

1 John 1, 7.
Acts 2, 38.
James 1, 18.
1 Cor. 4, 15.
1 Pet. 2, 2.
John 17, 17.
Rom. 6, 3-11.
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THE GOSPEL.
THE NATURE OF THE GOSPEL.

The Gospel in the strict sense of the term is the divine
doctrine by which God announces to all mankind his grace
and mercy in Christ Jesus, earnestly offers to all that hear
it forgiveness of sins and the righteousness which Christ
has earned by his obedience unto death, and by the power
inherent in such means of grace efficaciously operates in
their hearts toward the acceptance of his gracious gifts, and
toward growth and perseverance in faith and in holiness of
life, and accomplishes such effects wherever they are not
frustrated by man's obstinate resistance.
In a wider sense, the term Gospel signifies "the entire
doctrine of Christ our Lord, which he inculcated in his
ministry on earth, and commanded to be inculcated in the
New Testament.'' 1) In this sense, the Gospel comprises
the announcement of all the will and counsel of God to
fallen mankind redeemed by the atoning sacrifice of Christ.
Chlist and the apostles exhibited, expounded and inculcated
the law, the manifestation of the holy will of God, the rule
of life for all men, the norm by which all human acts, even
every thought and affection and imagination and desire of
man's heart, shall be judged. 2) Christ's sermon on the
mount is an exposition of the law. St. Paul inculcates and
applies the law in all its awful severity. When Christ
preaches and expounds the law, his doctrine is strictly and
essentially law. The Golden Rule,3) though coming from
the mouth of Christ, is not a word of life, whereby we may
be saved, but a letter that killeth, and the sinner whose
religion is that of the Golden Rule and who would work
out his salvation by obedience to that rule is under the
1) Ilorm. Cone. M. p. 633. Cf. Mark 1, 1; 16, 15. Luke 24, 46 f.
Acts 20, 21.
2) Matt. 5-7; 19, 4-9; 23, 1-36. Luke 6, 27-46. Rom. 1 18 ff.;
2, 1 ff.; 13, 1-10. 1 Cor. 5, 1 ff.; 6, 1 ff.; 7, 1 ff. al.
3) Matt. 7, 12.
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curse and will be as surely damned as any thief or murderer
who dies in his sin. But when the whole doctrine of Christ
and the apostles is called suarreJ..wµ, a parte potiore fit denominatio. Though the Law is law, also from the lips of Jesus,
and not Gospel in the proper sense, the Law is subservient to
the Gospel, being preached to a sinful and redeemed world,
not that the world should live by the law or the works of
the law, but as tlte letter tltat killetlt, 1) its purpose being that
all tlte world may become guilty before God; 2) for by the
law is tlte knowledge of sin .:1) But God sent not !tz"s Son £nto
tlte world to condenzn tlte world but that the world tltrough
ltim migltt be saved. 4 ) Speaking of his mission, also in his
prophetic office, Christ says, I came not to judge the world,
but to save the world. 5) And his charge to his apostles and
his church to the end of time is, Go ye into all the world,
and preaclt the GOSPEL to every creatzere. 0) The doctrine
by which there t"s knowledge of st"n is to be the handmaid
of that doctrine by which God would give knowledge of salvation unto hz"s people by the remz"ssz"on of the-ir sins. 7) 'rhe
purpose of Paul's apostleship was to make tlze Centz'les obedient, by word and deed. 8 ) But this obedience is not primarily obedience to the law, but obedience to the Gospel,°)
{m:axo~ 11:l<necor;.10 ) And as of the doctrine of Christ and the
apostles, so of all the Scriptures, the Gospel strictly so called
is the pars potz'or, inasmuch as all the Scriptures testify of
Christ. 11) In view and by virtue of this part of their contents the Scriptures are able to ·make us wise unto salvatz'on, 12) and we liave in them, not death, as by the letter
that killeth, but eternal life. 13 )
1)
4)
7)
9)
10)
11)
12)

2 Cor. 3, 6. 7.
2) Rom. 3, 19.
John 3, 17.
5) John 12, 47.
Luke 1, 77.
8) Rom. 15, 18.
Rom. 10, 16. 2 Thess. 1, 8.
Rom. 1, 5. Cf. Acts 6, 7. Rom. 16, 26.
John 5, 39. Acts 10, 43. Luke 24, 27.
2 Tim. 3, 15.
13) John 5, 39; 20, 31.

3) Rom. 3, 20.
6) Mark 16, 15.

SOTERIOLOGY.

395

The GOSPEL, then, in the proper sense of the term, is
a divine doctrine. This genus it has in common with the
law, which is also an authoritative manifestation of the will
of God, published and promulgated for oitr leaming. 1 )
Through thy precepts I get UNDERSTANDING, says the
psalmist,2) and by the law z"s the KNOWLEDGE of sin. 3) All
scripture, the law and the Gospel, is profitable for doctrz"ne. l) But while the doctrine of the law was inscribed
in the heart of primeval man, and the Gentiles shew the
work of the law wn"tten z"n their hearts ,5) the doctrine of
the Gospel is not after man, but by the revelation of Jesus
Clirist. 6 ) The rrpcrJreuarre).wµ concerning the Seed of the
woman who was to bruise the head of the serpent 7) was a
word of divine revelation to fallen man in Paradise. Of this
doctrine St. Paul says, How by revelation lie made known
unto me the mystery, as I wrote afore in few words, wltereby,
when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Cltrz'st. 8 ) This is the doctrine concerning the things
that eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nez"tlter have entered
z"nto the heart of man, 0 ) of which the apostle says, God ltath
revealed them unto us by !ti's Spz"rit ... that we might know
the t!tz"ngs that are freely given to us of God. Whz'clt thz'ngs
we also speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth,
but whz"ch the Holy Ghost teachetli. 10 ) And while the natural
man may, in a measure, receive and comprehend the doctrine of the law, the doctrine of the gospel, even where it
is preached and expounded, is beyond the grasp of natural
man. 'rl10ugh unenlightened human reason may obtain a
historical knowledge of the contents of the Gospel, the man
who is spiritually dead has no true notions of spiritual things.
He may speak of them in correct terms, the terms of scripture or their equivalents; but -he will speak of them as a
1)
4)
6)
9)

Rom. 15, 4.
2 Tim. 3, 16.
Gal. 1, 11 f.
1 Cor. 2, 9.

2)
5)
7)
10)

Ps. 119, 104.
3) Rom. 3, 20.
Gen. 1, 27. 31; 3, 10 f. - Rom. 2, 14 f.
Gen. 3, 15.
8) Eph. 3, 3 f.
1 Cor. 2, 10-13.
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blind man speaks of colors. The natural man receiveth not
the tMngs of the Spirit of God; for they are jooli'shness
unto him,- neither can !te know them,- because they are
spiritually discerned. 1 ) Thus the Gospel is the wisdom of
God in a mystery ,2) a hidden wz'sd01n. :l) When St. Paul
preached, he made known the mystery of the Gospel. 4 ) To
know the import of the Gospel is to know t!te mysteries of
t!te' kz'ngdom of God. 5) And as Christ is the great central
subject of the Scriptures, the Gospel is the mystery of Christ. 0 )
This mystery of God, 7) the mystery oj his will, 8 ) was made
known to the prophets and apostles by revelation,9) and is
made known to those who read or hear their doctrine. 10) The
knowledge thus imparted is knowledge of salvation, and this
knowledge is a gift conferred by the preaching of this doctrine.11) By the gift of such knowledge, God gives unto us
all t!iz"ngs that pertain unto life and godliness . 12) This work
of bestowing upon the hearers of the word the blessings of
Christ's redemption is most intimately knit together with
the sacerdotal work of Christ. In his sacerdotal prayer,
the Savior says: I !tavc GIVEN unto them the words wkic!z
thou gavest me,- and they have RECEIVED t!tem, and have
KNOWN SURELY t/zat I came out from t!tee . 13 ) And this IS LIFE
ETERNAL t!tat they mzg!tt KNOW t!tec tlze only true God, and
Jes1ts Christ, whom tho1t hast sent .1'1)
The Gospel, being doctrine, whereby the Holy Ghost
would impart knowledge, 15) addresses itself to the human
understanding . 16 ) It is eu-arrlJ.wv, good tidings, a message,
1) 1 Cor. 2, 14.
2) 1 Cor. 2, 7.
3) Ibid.
4) yvQpiuat TO µva,f;pwv rnv eimyye?dov. Eph. 6, 19.
5) Luke 8, 10.
6) :B)ph. 3, 4.
7) Rev. 10, 7.
8) Eph. 1, 9.
9) Eph. 3, 3. Cf. 1 Pet. 1, 10-12. l~ph. 1, 9. Col. 1, 26. Gal. 1, 11. 12.
10) I~ph. 3, 4. Rom. 15, 4. 2 'l'im. 3, 15. Luke 24, 25-27.
11) Luke 1, 77: To give knowledge o.f salvation unto liis people.
12) 2 Pet. 1, 3.
·
13) John 17, 8.
14) John 17, 3.
15) l Cor. 2, 12. 13. Luke 1, 77.
16) Eph. 3, 3. 4. Acts 8, 30.
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whereby God announces the mystery of his will, that the
mind of man may know what was in the mind of God con
cerning man's salvation. 1) The Gospel is not an abra
cadabra, a mystic formula of unintelligible sounds or char
acters. It is not an incantation or an amulet working by
magic. It is a manifestation of mind, the divine mind, to
mind, the human mind, in words intended to convey a mean
ing which constitutes the ratio formalis of the words. But
while the Law, too, is a manifestation of divine intelligence
and will, an announcement of what was in the mind of God
concerning the righteousness demanded of man and the
judgment whereby the sinner should die, the Gospel is the
announcement of what was in the mind of God concerning
a righteousness to be procured for man and the judgment
whereby the sinner should live. 2) While the preaching of
the Law is the ministration of condemnation, 3) the preach
ing of the Gospel is the ministration of righteousness. 4)
While the cardinal doctrine of the Law to fallen man is,
All lzave sinned and come short of the glory of God,5) and
the soul that sinnet/z, it shall die, 0) the cardinal doctrine of
the Gospel is, The just shall live by faz'th, 7) being justified
freely by God's grace through the redemption that i's ziz
Christ Jesus. 8)
The Gospel, like the Law, is divine doctrine. It is not
after man, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. 9) It is the
word of the Lord. 10) What it teaches are the things and the
words wkiclz the Holy Ghost teac/ieth. 11) It is, therefore,
authoritative. It is the doctrine of him who KNOWS the
things of God,12) the mind of the Lord; 13) it is the doctrine
------.----~---

1)
3)
4)
5)
7)
8)
10)
12)

2) Rom. 3, 21 f.
1 Cor. 2, 7-16.
,} OtaKovia Tiii; KarnKpicrwi;. 2 Cor. 3, 9.
� OtaKovia Tiii; ,ltKatMvv11,. Ibid.
Rom. 3, 23.
6) Hzek. 18, 20. Cf. Rom. 6, 23.
Rom. 1, 17. Gal. 3, 11. Hebr. 2, 4.
Rom. 3, 24.
9) Gal. 1, 11. 12.
11) 1 Cor. 2, 10. 12 f.
1 Pet. 1, 25. 1 Thess. 1, 8.
1 Cor. 2, 11.
13) 1 Cor. 2, 16.
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of the Spirit ofTRUTH. 1)_ It admits of no manner of doubt.
It is not capable of correction, not even by the hand of God.
It was the same in Eden 2) that it was in Abraham's days 3)
and when preached by Christ and his apostles. 4) It is the
same to-day and will be the same to the end of time. 5) From
the beginning it was and for all times it shall be the Gospel
of man's salvation, 0) the doctrine of the only true religion
by which man is re-united with God, the word of reconciliation. 7) No amount of progress in the '' education of
the human race" will ever render t_his doctrine obsolete; it
cannot be superseded by another; and though an angel from
heaven preach any other gospel, let him be accursed! B)
EFFICACY OF THE GOSPHL.
The Gospel, being doctrine, true doctrine, promulgated
in words of human speech, carries with it the power inherent in human speech and the logical exhibition of historical or theoretical truth. The doctrines of the Gospel
are, furthermore, authoritative statements of divine thought,
manifestations of divine intelligence. They are at the same
time utterances of the divine will. In both these aspects
the Gospel is tlze power of God unto salvation. 9 )
A Governor's pardon is the announcement of an act of
executive clemency. As a document it is or embodies a
statement of fact. By reading the document, the reader is
led to understand that what he reads is not an officer's commission, or a veto to a bill, but a letter of pardon. The
document, however, conveys more than this information.
It is the utterance of the Governor's will that the sentence
shall not be executed upon the culprit. As such it confers
that whereof it speaks, the remission of a fine, a dismissal
1)
2)
5)
8)

John 16, 13.

Gen. 3, 15.
Matt. 24, 35.
Gal. 1, 8 f.

Tit. 1, 2. 3. Eph. 1, 13.
3) Rom. 4, 3.
4) Luke 24, 25-27.
6) Eph. 1, 13.
7) 2 Cor. 5, 19.
9) ovvaµ1r {hov eir <nm;pEav, Rom. 1, 16.
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from imprisonment; it will throw the prison gates ajar; it
will stay the executioner's hand even on the platform of the
gallows. It gives freedom to the prisoner; it gives to the
sentenced malefactor the life forfeited by his crime and pronounced so by the sentence of the court. The Gospel is a
divine letter of pardon to the sinner condemned according
to law. It says to the sinner, wrhy sins are forgiven unto
thee.'' It says to him who has merited death, ''Thou shalt
not die." ;rhus it confers freedom and life upon him who
has forfeited both.
A human testator's last will and testament is a written
document containing statements relative to the testator's
property and his heirs and legatees. But it is at the same
time a conveyance of such property to such heirs and legatees, and, if properly executed and approved in probate
makes the title to the legacies good in the legatees. 1) The
Gospel is God's own will and testament, whereby God gives
and bequeaths· to his children the inheritance intended for
them. 2) ~fhis is the vis collativa of the Gospel. The Gospel is the o,oravov ,'Jo,,xov, the filled hand which God extends
to man, so that, receiving 3) the word of the Gospel, we receive of Christ's fulness, and grace for grace. 4) When the
Jews to whom the word of God was spoken put from them
the Gospel of Christ, they judged themselves unworthy, not
only of the word, but of what such word of the Gospel contained, offered and conferred, everlasting life. 5) Those in
whom the testz'mony of Christ z's con.firmed are sure to come
behind in no gift, 6) being in every thing enriched by him in
all utterance and in all knowledge. 7) Thus by the hean'ng
of jaith the believers in Galatia had received the .Spirit,8)
which Z:f the earnest of our inhen'tance. 0)
1)
2)
J)
6)
9)

Gal. 3, 15. Hehr. 9, 16 f.
Gal. 3, 14-18. Hehr. 9, 15-17. Rom. 8, 17. Gal. 4, 7. Acts 26, 18,
1 'fhess. 2, 13.
4) John 1, 16.
5) Acts 13, 46.
1 Cor. 1, 6 f.
7) 1 Cor. I, 5.
8) Gal. 3, 2.
Eph. 1, 14.
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But an inheritance may be rejected. 'rhe acceptance
of a pardon may be refused. 'rhus the natural man receiveth not the things o.f t!te Spirit o.f God. 1) The acceptance of the benefits of Christ earnestly offered in the Gospel
is not in the power of man, but is brought about by the
power of God exerted through the Gospel. The Gospel
comes not in word only ,1 but also in power. 2) It is itself
t!te power o.f God unto salvation. 3) For it pleased God by
the foolishness of preaching to save them t!tat believe.+)
St. Paul writes to the Corinthians: I declare unto you the
gospel wkich I preached unto you, w!tich also ye have received, and wherein ye stand, by whic!t also ye are saved. 5 )
ill ou xae a<ot;w!Je. trhe preposition aa1 points out the means,
that which enters between the cause and the effect, through
which the cause acts and produces the effect. And the
effect wrought through the Gospel is re'> a<fJ(ea!Ja,, the salvation of those to whom the Gospel is declared. Of Peter,
who preached to Cornelius and his household the peace by
Jesus Christ, that throu~1;h his name whosoever believet!t in
him shall receive remission o.f sins, 6) it was said: He shall
tell thee words whereby thou and all thy !touse s!tall be
saved. 1 ) The benefit of Christ's redemption, the sinner's
salvation, is offered by the Gospel, the opr,wov oonxov, and
received and accepted by faith, the opr,1.vov ).:rprnxov, the receiving hand; and that acceptance, faith, is wrought in the
sinner by the word of the Gospel. 'rhe preachers of the
Gospel are sent to Jews and Gentiles to open their eyes,
and to turn them .from darkness to light, and .from the
power o.f Satan to God, that they may RECEIVE .forgiveness o.f sins, and inheritance among them w!tz'c!t are sanctified BY FAITH that zs z'n Christ. 8 ) He, the High Priest,
who sent his apostles to preach the Gospel in all the world,
prayed for those who should belz"eve on kim t!troug·!t t!teir
l} 1 Cor. 2, 14.
4) 1 Cor. 1, 21.
7) Acts 11, 14.

2) 1 Thess. 1, 5.
5) 1 Cor. 15, 1. 2.
8) Acts 26, 18.

3) Rom. 1, 16.
6) Acts 10, 36. 43.

SOTERIOLOGY.

401

word, T(I})) 'lWHWOVrttJ)) Jax ·rou J.orou aUr<IJ)), 1) The bestowal of
faith is regeneration, the quickening into spiritual life. And
this is, again, brought about by means of the Gospel. In
Christ Jesus I have begotten you t!zroug!t the Gospel, Jax rou
euarrdlou, says St. Paul. 2) And St. Peter: Being bom again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by t!te word of
God, oax J..orou lhou. 3 ) And St. James: Of !tis own will begat
!te us wit!t t!te word of trut!z, J.or~v rlkr;!}s!ar;,1) where the instrumental dative again indicates the means whereby the effect
is produced. This is the vis ejfectiva seu operativa of the
Gospel, which is xara f1roµ ascribed to the word of God
preached by the apostles, when St. Paul says: T-Vhen ye received t!ze word of God which ye !zeard of us, ye received it
not as tlze word of men, but as it is in truth, t!te word of
God, which effectually worket!t also in you t!zat believe. 5)
In the original, J.oroµ (}eau, &r; xae eµsprs7ra, eµ &µ,)) ro,r; marsuoumµ, the relative pronoun, or;, might appear to refer to (}eau
as its antecedent, which would make God the subject of
eµsprs7ra,. But .the constant usus loquendi of eµspre7ra,, the
medial form, renders this connection impossible. For in all
the texts in which the medial form, eµefJrc7a(}a,, occurs,°) it
stands for impersonal energy, while, to express personal action, the active form, eµcpr{iµ, is constantly employed.7) That
which is here said to exert energy is oJ.oro,, the word preached
by St. Paul and other apostles, the Gospel of Christ, which
operates in those who believe, bringing forth faith, the acceptance of the benefits of Christ's redemption. Not only a
disposition to believe, an inclination toward faith, but faith
itself, the act and state of believing, is brought about by the
means of grace. And not only that, but also the continua1) John 17, 20.
2) 1 Cor. 4, 15.
3) 1 Pet. 1, 23.
4) James 1, 18.
5) 1 Thess. 2, 13.
6) Rom. 7, 5. Col. I, 29. 2 Thess. 2, 7. 2 Cor. l, 6; 4, 12. Gal. 5, 6.
Eph. 3, 20. James 5, 16.
7) Matt. 14, 2. Mark 6, 14. 1 Cor. 12, 6. 11. Gal. 2, 8; 3, 5. Eph,
1, 11. 20; 2, 2. Phil. 2, 13.
26
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tion in that state, and the spiritual growth of the believer, is
caused by the same means. St. John writes: Let that therefore abz"de i·n you, wh£ch ye have heard from the beginning.
If tlzat wk/ch ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, YE ALSO SHALL CONTINUE in tlte Son and in
the Father. 1) And St. Peter: As newborn babes, desire the
si'ncere milk of lite word, that ye may GROW 'l'HERElJY: if so be
ye have tasted that the Lord i's gracious. 2) What the apostles
have seen and heard, the Word of life, they again and again
declare to their spiritual children, to perpetuate their fellowship with them and with the Father and his Son Jesus
Christ ; 3) and, says St. John, these thi'ngs write we unto you
that your joy may be fitll. 4) St. Paul, serving God in the
Gospel of his Son,5) writes to the Christians at Rome: / long
to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift,
to lite end ye may be established. 0 ) And for this purpose, he
is ready to preach the Gospel to those who are at Rome
also. 7) For, he continues, I am not ashamed of the Gospel
of Christ; /or z't z'.s the power oj God unto salvatz"on to every
one that believeth. For therein the ri'gltteousness of God is
revealed from faz'th to faith. 8)
So, then, even as the almighty fiat of the Creator
spoken in the beginning was by its divine power, as by immediate action, productive of multitudes of created things,
and still by mediate action through intermediate causes preserves and perpetuates physical life in the vegetable and animal world and the human race, 0) thus, also, we are, by the
power of God, quickened into spiritual life, that we should
be a kind of first-frztits oj hz's creatures, 10) and by the same
power of God we are kept through faz"th unto salvation.11)
But there is this difference between the exertion of divine
l}
4)
7)
9)
11)

2) 1 Pet. 2, 2 f.
1 John 2, 24.
5) Rom. 1, 9.
1 John 1, 4.
8) Rom. 1, 16 f.
Rom. 1, 15.
Hebr. l, 3. Acts 17, 25 f.
1 Pet. 1, 5.

3) 1 John 1, 1-3.
6) Rom. 1, 11.

10) James 1, 18.
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power by immediate and by mediate action. When in the
beginning God created the heaven and the earth, heaven
and earth were called into being by immediate action; and
when God said, Let there be light, there was lig!tt. 1 ) In all
the six days' work of creation the power of God was active
without let or hindrance by any opposing power. It is not
thus with the mediate acts of God. God said to the first
parents of our race, Be fruitful and multiply; 2) and by the
creative power of that blessing, he even now giveth to all
life, and breath, and all thz'ngs, and hath made of one
blood all nations oj men for to dwell on all the face of the
,earth. 3 ) It is with full truth that we say, The .Spirit of God
hath made nze, and the breath of t!te Almz'gthy hath given
me lije. 4) But in the propagation of human beings in the
course of nature the power of the Almighty works through
intermediate agencies, fathers and mothers and their generative organs. And here the creative power of God can be,
and often is, hindered and its object frustrated by the power
of created beings, as by preventives to conception, or by the
destruction of embryonic life in the mother's womb. Thus
also, the mighty power of God exerted mediately through
the means of grace may be and often is resisted and its object frustrated by the will of man. There is but one Gospel of Christ, which is the same Gospel everywhere. Paul
nicely distinguishes between 'lrepov and d,Uo evarrsJ.wv. 5) The
latter, another, second Gospel, he denies; the former, a different Gospel, which eo ipso is not Gospel, he condemns>
and though it be preached by an angel from heaven. 6) The
one same Gospel is to be preached in all the world, 7) is in
all lands and at all times the power oj God unto salvation.
It is not only powerful, endowed with power, but is itself
lJuvap(I; fJwu. It can, therefore, never be powerless, and is at
all times the power of God. Its end and aim, also, is always
I) Gen. I, I. 3.
4) Job 33, 4.
7) Mark 16, 15.

2) Gen. 1, 28.
5) Gal. 1, 6 f.

3) Acts 17, 25 f.
6) Gal. 1, 8 f.
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and everywhere the same; it is the power of God r::lc; mvrr;p!av,
unto salvation, the achievement, not of a part only, but of
all that is required for the application and appropriation of
Christ's work and its benefit to the individual sinner. The
Gospel call is earnest everywhere. Even to the wayward
children of the house of Israel, of whom the prophet complains, fVho lzath believed our report? 1) the Lord says: /l!l
day long I lzave stretclted fortlt my lzands unto a disobedie1tt
and gainsaying people. 2 ) And the prophet's complaint is
quoted by the apostle in proof of his statement that tltey
lzave not ALL obeyed tlze GOSPEL. 3) It was the will of God
that all, ALL should yield to the Gospel. Or how could
Isaiah have complained of their failure or refusal to believe,
if Goel had not intended that they should believe? To the
Jews of a later day, to whom the Gospel of Christ crucified
and risen from the dead had been preached, Stephen says:
Ye stijfnecked and uncircumcised in !tea rt and ears, ye do
always resist t!te .f-Ioly Glzost. 4 ) Resistance is impossible
where no power is exerted, and resistance to the Holy
Ghost can only be where the power exerted is that of the
Holy Ghost. Thus it appears that when the Gospel was
preached to the obstinate Jews, who resisted its influence,
the power of God was brought to bear on their hearts, that
they might believe and be saved. 5) Yet, though the Gospel
is in all cases efficacious, the saving grace and power of
God earnestly exerted through the means of grace may be,
and often actually is, frustrated by man's obstinate and continued resistance. ,-rI10ugh by the Gospel God c0Jlmw1uietlz
all men everywhere to repent, 0) and though publicans and
harlots believe him, there are those who repent not, that
1) Is. 53, 1. Rom. 10, 16.
3) Rom. 10, 16.
5) Cf. Matt. 23, 37: . . . how often
I,uke 19, 41 f.
6) Acts 17, 30. Cf. Mark 1, 14. 15.
20, 21. 2 Pet. 3, 9. Matt. 9, 13. Mark

2) Rom. 10, 21. Cf. Is. 65, 2.
4) Acts 7, 51.
would I . .. and ye wo1tld not.
Luke 24, 47. Acts 2, 38; 3, 19;
2, 17. Luke 5, 32.
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they might believe him. 1) Though the messengers of Christ
preach, warning EVItRY MAN, a1td teaching EVERY MAN z'n
ALL wz'sdom, tlzat they may frese1tt every man perfect z'tt
Chrz'st Jesus, there are those who speak against these thi1t/[S
which are spoken to them, contradicting and blasplieming. 2)
Though life and salvation is truly and earnestly offered to
all who hear the Gospel, the saving, powerful word of God
spoken to them, there are those who put it from them and
judge themselves unworthy of everlasting life. 3 ) As of old,
so now, the lziltt shz'neth in the dark1tess; a1td tlie darkness
co1nprehended z't not. 4) Why? Not because the light is not
light, but because men loved darkness rather tlzan light,
because thez'r deeds arc evil. For every one that doeth evil
hateth the lziltt. 5) By the Gospel, God leads sinners to repentance. But in spite of all the riches of his goodness and
forbearance and long-suffering, the gainsaying sinner who
offers resistance to the saving grace of Goel, after his hardness and impenz'tent /zeart treasures up unto himself wrath
agaz'nst tlze day o.f wrath. 6) And how is it that the Gospel
brings about its wonderful effects in those who are saved?
It is because it is the power of God unto salvation, a spiritual Ephphatha and Talitlza cttmi from out of the mouth
of God, which shall not return unto him void, but shall accompli'.rh tltat w!ziclt he pleases, and shall prosper in the
thing whereto he sent it. 7)
But whence the difference? The same Gospel, being
the means of the same grace and power of God, directed
according to the same good and gracious will of God to
men who are by nature in the same state of spiritual death,
achieving its intended effect in some and failing of its intended effect in others-whence this difference? There
are two answers to this presumptuous question; and both
are wrong. Calvinism answers by a denial of the univer1) Matt. 21, 32.
4) John 1, 5.
7) Is. 55, 11.

2) Acts 13, 45.
5) John 3, 19 f.

3) Acts 13, 46.
6) Rom. 2, 4 f.

./

406

SO'rERIOLOGY.

sality of saving grace,· the universal rede1111)tiou of tli e
World
and the efficacy of the means of grace. Synero·ism a ,
nswers
the same question by a demal of the total inability of f
.
11
1
.
man to concur in his own sa vat10u. Both assert a ta· eu
.
ra
1011_
placmg the cause of th
alistic necesse est, the former
e d.1 ff e1•
ter,
lat
G
the
od,
m
in
man. Calvinism makes
ence
G0 d
the author of man's salvation and of man's eternal perd·t·
•
1 1011.
Synergism makes man and lns conduct toward the tneaus
. .
.
of grace the determmmg factor both of his salvation and
of
his perdition. Lutheran theology leaves the chasm
un
fathomed and unbridged, knowing of b ut one neccsse est
.
.
Ill
theology, to abide by t h e S cnpt�res, w h1c� say, O .lsra
e
l,
_
tltou ltast destroyed thyself,· but in me zs tlt i ne help. l)
•

•

.

•

i:::,

THE SACRAMENTS.
THE SACRAMENTS IN GENERAL.

I

I

/

The Sacraments are sacred acts of divine institution
by which, wherever they are properly performed by th�
prescribed use of the prescribed external elements in con
junction with the divine words of institution God, being·,
in a manner peculiar to each sacrament, present with the
word and elements, earnestly offers to all who partake of
such sacraments forgiveness of sins, life and salvation, and
operates toward the acceptance of such blessings, or to
ward greater assurance of their possession. This definition,
though not found in Scripture in the same terms, is scrip
tural inasmuch as it states the notae common to two pecul
iar institutions described in holy writ which, in the Chris
tian church are designated as sacraments, Baptism a11d the
Lord's Supper. As these institutions are not termed sacra
ments in holy Scripture, there is no cogent necessity of
restricting the term to these institutions. Any sacred rite
or performance or institution, as, f. ex., the act of absolu
tion, the administration of an oath, the rite of confirmation
1) Hos. 13, 9.

SOTERIOLOGY.

407

or ordination, might be called a sacrament. But when we
maintain that there are but two sacraments and shape our
definition as we do, we mean that the Scriptures know of
but these two institutions admitting of this definition taken
from Baptism and the Lord's Supper as institutions intended
for the church of the New Testament, and that whatever
else may be called a sacrament is not of the same nature as
these institutions to which we apply and restrict this term
in theology.
According to this definition, then, sacraments are acts.
Matrimony, though also a divine institution, is not an act,
but a status, and hence, differing in the genus proxz'mztm
from Baptism and the Lord's Supper, cannot be in the same
sense a sacrament. That both our sacraments are acts appears from their institution. Teach all nations, BAPTIZING
them z'n the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
· .Holy G!iost,1> is Christ's charge to his church whereby he
instituted Baptism. That which is here ordained is described by an active verb designating an act to be performed. 1'hus also the administration of this sacrament is
described by the same verb descriptive of an act; as when
we read of Philip and the eunuch: He baptz'zed liim, 2) or
when Paul says: I baptz'zed also the hoztsehold of Stephanas. 3)
Again, instituting the Eucharist, Christ says, This DO in
remembrance of me . . . . Thzs DO ye, as oft as ye drink z't,
z'n remembrance oj me,4) and what he thus commands them
to do is in the narrative of the institution of the sacrament
described as the continuous act of consecrating, giving,
eating and drinking, the sacred elements. 5)
The sacraments are, furthermore, defined as being
sacred acts of dz'vz'ne z'nstz'tutz'on. The narratives in the
sacred records already referred to and to be reviewed at
1) Matt. 28, 19.
3) 1 Cor. 1, 16.
5) Matt. 26, 26-28.
23-25.

2) Acts S, 38.
4) 1 Cor. 11, 24 f.
Mark 14, 22-24. Luke 22, 19. 20. 1 Cor. 11,

./
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greater length when we shall treat of each sacrament in
particular, show these sacred acts to be instituted by Christ
himself while in visible conversation with his disciples on
earth, charging them to perform these sacred acts also after
his departure, even to the end of time. This cannot be
said of such sacred acts as ordination and confirmation,
which are nowhere by divine injunction prescribed to the
church of all times or of any time, and cannot,' therefore,
be classed with the sacraments as of the same nature with
Baptism and the Eucharist.
'I'he proper performance of these sacred acts, in order
that they may be sacramental acts, requires the prescribed
use of prescribed external elements in conjunction with the
words of institution. 'I'hese elements, water in Baptism ,1)
bread and wine in the Eucharist,2) are essential to the respective sacrament, and so is their prescribed use. The
baptismal water must not be drunk, but applied externally,
in the manner described as fla:1r,i(e,v 3 ) and familiar to the
Jews from their ritual baptisms. 4 ) The eucharistic bread
and wine must not be borne about in procession or adored
on the altar, but given and eaten and drunk as prescribed
in the institution of the sacrament.") And the elements
must be so used in conjunction with the words of institution.
Baptism is the washi1tg oj water by the word, ro J..ourpcw
uoaro; ~v />1p.r1.n, 6 ) a washing in which water and word are together. What word? Simply that word which Christ spoke
when he charged his church to baptize -ill the name oj tlze
Father, and of the Son, and of the Eioly G!tost. 7 ) In the
institution of the Eucharist Christ did not silently dispense
meat and drink, but gave the bread saying, Take, eat, tkis
is my body, etc., and the continuous act of which he says,
Tins do comprises the speaking of those words as well as
1)
2)
3)
5)

Matt.
Matt.
Matt.
Matt.

28, 19. Cf. John 3, 5.
26, 26-29. 1 Cor. 11,
28, 19.
4)
26, 26-29. cet.
6)

Acts 10, 47. Eph. 5, 26.
21. 24 f.
Numb. S, 7; 19, 18. 19. Hehr. 9, 10.
Eph. 5, 26.
7) Matt. 28, 19.
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the giving and taking of the elements. Thus it is that as
often as we eat this bread, and drink this cup, we do show
the Lord's death 1) in and by the very act of celebrating the
sacrament. This prescribed use of prescribed elements in
conjunction with certain words marks a specific difference
between the sacraments and other sacred acts, as absolution
or confirmation, which have no prescribed visible elements
to be used in conjunction with certain words.
In Baptism and in the Lord's supper, when the sacraments are administered, the divine Author of these institutions is, in a peculiar way, present in and with the word
and elements in their sacramental use. A peculiar presence
of the Holy Spirit was revealed in the baptism of Christ. 2)
But also of those who enter into the kingdom of God by
Baptism, Christ says that they are born of water and of the
Spirit. 3 ) Again, Christ is said to cleanse the church wit!t
the was/ting of water by tlte word. 4) Here not only the
word, but the J.ou,pov mu Ma,o; ev fJ111.an, is named as the
means whereby Christ sanctifies his bride, Christ in active
presence with the entire sacrament. In the Lord's supper,
it is the Lord who presides at his table and himself gives
to his guests his own body and blood in, with, and under
the bread and wine. Not a human priest, but Christ is the
host at his supper, being present in a peculiar way, blessing and giving all that is there dispensed in and by this
peculiar means of grace. 5 )
The spiritual blessing dispensed in the sacraments is
the benefit of Christ's redemption, forgiveness of sins, the
salvation which Christ the Mediator has merited for all
mankind. The whole counsel of God, all that he has prepared for man's salvation, is offered by Baptism and rejected by those who refuse to be baptized. 6) Be baptized,
says St. Peter, every 01te of you in t!te name of Jesus Cltrist
1) 1 Cor. 11, 26.
4) Eph. 5, 26.

2) Matt. 3, 16.
5) 1 Cor.10, 16; 11, 29.

3) John 3, 5.
6) Luke 7, 30.
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/or the remission of sins. 1 ) Baptism 1s expressly said to
save us, 2 ) not as a first cause, which is God, our Savior;
not as the prompting cause, which is the grace of Cod;
not ex opere opcrato, as by a meritorious work; for the ca 11s11
meritoria of our salvation is Christ and his sacrifice; but as
a means whereby we are made partakers of Christ and his
righteousness and salvation.a) In the Eucharist, likewise,
Christ assures us of the forgiveness of sins, giving Hs the
selfsame body which was sacrificed for HS and the selfsalllt:
blood which was paid as a ransom for us, /or the n·mz"ss/()}I
of s-ins. 4 ) And this appropriation of such benefits to tht:
individual sinner is all the more apparent as, iu the sacraments, God takes each candidate for baptism and each colllmunicant separately and individually assuring him, to whose
body the sacramental water is applied, or him who eats ancl
drinks his Savior's body and blood, that his sins are forgi\'cn
unto ltim.
And here, again, the full pardon thus freely all(l nnconditionally offered and extended to the sinner can be and
often is rejected, its acceptance refused. The sacrament
is not a charm, a magic lotion or potion, but a means oi
grace. Being but another form of the Gospel, it, too, is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that bclic\'cth.
But by the sacrament, too, the power of God operates by
mediate action. As many of us as !tavc been bapt/zcd 1·}110
C!tn.."st have put on Christ. 5 ) But in this, also, we an: all
the ch-ildren of God by fa-it!t -in Christ Jesus. Faith is the
receiving hand, opravov ):rprrexl))), by which we receive and
accept what by the giving hand of God, Sprr1.vov aorcx11v, is
offered in the sacrament. tl'he giving hand is Gael's, the
sacrament being God's own means of saving grace. \Vhat
that hand contains and offers is also God's gift, a good a11d
perfect gift, which cannot be augmented or diminished by
1) Acts 2, 38.
4) Matt. 26, 28.

2) 1 Pet. 3, 21.
5) Gal. 3, 27.

3) Gal.3,27.
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the will and power of man, neither of the officiating minister
nor of the recipient. Faith, likewise, is the gift of God engendered by the power of God through the means of grace.
But unbelief is in the power of man, who can by persistent
unbelief reject the precious gift of God and refuse to accept
what is truly and earnestly offered in the sacraments to all
to whom they are administered. And thus it is that the unbeliever eateth and drinketlz damnation to liimseif. 1 ) For
this reason, lest he become guilty of receiving the grace of
God in vain, 2) the eunuch, upon his enquiry, 'f,Vhat doth
hinder me to be baptized .'2 is told, If thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayest. 3 )
Having thus considered the sacraments in general,
their nature and use, we next proceed to enter upon the
two sacraments of the New Testament in particular, Baptism and the Lord's supper.
A.G.
1) 1 Cor. 11, 29.
3) Acts 8, 36. 37; cf. v. 12.

2) 2 Cor. 6, 1.
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