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Jesus:

I. The Light of the World.
Joun 8, 12,

Tess than a hundred years ago one of the world’s greatest
thinkers is reported to have exclaimed upon his deathbed: More
Light. He had lived in a so-called Christian country, had been
feared in the Christian religion, and had made the customary
professions of the Christian faith in his early youth. In the battle
of life, however, with its passions and its emotions he had lost
most of his Christian character, had delved decp into the Pyerian
spring of human learning, and though admittedly one of the
colossal minds of all ages, with a knowledge of earthly wisdom,
of the ways, the feelings, and the experiences of men such as few
men ever had, on his deathbed the great Goethe had to cry 01.1t
for more light. In the presence of death he was enshrouded in
darkness.

About four thousand years ago there lived in a far castern
country, among Gentile peoples, a man who is described in Sacred
Writ as perfect and upright, one that feared God and cschewed
evil. e had been blessed by God in family, in riches, in friends.
3ut under a permissive providence of God all was taken from him,
and with his own body wasting away with putrefying sores, and
his own wife tilting him with the advice to “bless God and die,”
old Job is portrayed as lifting up his voice, and with a vision that
transported his believing soul, is tecorded to have exclaimed:
“I know that my Redeemer liveth.”

Nearly two thousand years ago there lived in Jerusalem, the
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sacred city, a man, just and devout, waiting for the consolation
of Israel. It had been revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost,
that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
And coming by the Spirit into the Temple when the parents brought
in the Child Jesus to do for Him after the custom of the law, he
took Him up into his arms, blessed God and said: “Lord, now
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have scen |
Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy
people Israel.”

These three instances exemplify the truth of the words of
Jesus of Nazareth when He says: “I am the Light of the world;
he that followeth Me shall not walk in dakass but shall havo
the light of life.”

Job, surrounded by Gentile people, with the vision of the
Messiah promised by God from the beginning, with the faith that
enclosed the coming Redecmer from sin and all of sin’s dire con-
sequences, with a hope that enlightened his life, in the presence
of impending death, has light, yes, the light of life. Simeon with
the Christ-child in his arms, with the faith once delivered unto
the saints in his heart, in the valley of the shadow of death fears
no evil, but invites death, having the light of life. But Goethe,
surrounded by Christian communities, but without Christ, in spite
of all carthly learning, is in darkness; and in the presence of death
cries out for “more light.”

The world Wlthout Jesus is in d(u]\ncss

Without Jesus the world is in intellectual darkmess. It does
not understand man’s origin, his end, or aim. It does not know
him as the object of the Maker’s love, beloved even after man’s
rebellion. Tt does not know man as God’s beveficiary of the uni-
verse, the heir of mansions prepared for him before the foundations
of the carth were laid. Jesus only sheds that light. _

. Without Jesus the world is in moral darkness. Thanks to a
benevolent Maker the world still has a sense of right and wrong,
by reason of the Law written in the human heart, still has a moral
balance, called conscience, though rusted much by lack of use. But
under the deluding influence of the Prince of Darkness, this moral
sense with its balance is not at all reliable. Our times have em-
phasized this fact nigh beyond belief. Tvery law of God as well
ps every law of man was violated whenever it conflicted with
momentary worldly interests. Humanity, the law of love for friend
as well as foe, was ridiculed, the duty of justice and of mercy was
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held in contempt. And in this darkness the world nigh perished.
It cannot be otherwise. Without Jesus the world has no real knowl-
edge or perception of that righteousness which is properly a part
of the image of God in man, that righteousness which is primarily
a matter of the heart, the root of righteous thoughts, and words,
and acts. Without Jesus the world is ignorant of its real duty
toward God and man, and in its moral darkness cannot reach the
lofty heights that commend mercy “because your Tather in heaven
is merciful,” that insist that we “love our enemies,” pray for them,
and, if needs be, die for them. Jesus only sheds that light.

Without Jesus the world is in spiritual darkness. ““The nat-.
ural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, they are
foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, for they are
spiritually discerned.” The world is by nature blind in the matters
that are spiritual. Without Jesus the world cannot discern, can-
not believe, the things that human eye. hath not seen, the things
that God hath prepared for them that love Him. “Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Jesus, lifted
up on the cross, alone can draw all men unto Iimself, can shed
the light that enlightens the human heart, that warms it, and
out of its regenerated soil brings forth thc good frults of Chris-
tian faith.

Yes, Jesus is the Light of the world.

It is out of the realization of this fact, the fact that Jesus
is the world’s intellectual, moral, and spiritual light, that Isaiah,
in view of Jesus’ coming shouts to his people: “Anse, shine, for
‘thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.
Tor, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the
people, but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall
be scen upon thee. And Gentiles shall come to thy-light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising.”

"This being so, should Christians not continually dwell in that
light? And since Jesus Himself has said: “Search the Serip-
tures, for in them ye think ye have cternal life, and they ave they
which testify of Me,” should Christians not be fervent students
of that Word? We cannot live our natural lives without the natural
sun, its light; how can we hope to live our spiritual lives without
Jesus, the Light of the world? We need Him. We need our Bibles.

And again, Jesus being the Light of the world, should we,
who have come to that Light, not show forth the praises of Him
who hath called us out of darkness into IIis marvelous light? 'The
world needs Him, for still it is true, “the Light shineth in darkness,
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and the darkness comprehendeth it not.” ILow great is the world’s
unrest in these our days! Should we not minister to the world’s
great needs? Jesus alone can shed the light that can enlighten,
and warm, and heal the world’s great wounds. Let the Light shine.

Jesus:
II. The Bread and the Water of Life.
Joux 6, 48; 4, 14. '

A vast multitude had followed Jesus. They had been miracu-
lously fed with bread and with fishes. They would make Jesus
their king. They had followed Him over the Sea of Tiberias, they
shrank from no labor to find Him, for He had been their bodily
benefactor,

Jesus, who knew what was in man and nceded not that any
man should tell Him, said to them: “Verily, verily I say unto
you, Ye seek Me not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye
did eat of the loaves and were filled.” Then Jesus added: “Labor
not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which en-
dureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of Man shall give unto
you; for Him hath God the Father sealed.” John G, 26. 27.

And then follows that remarkable dissertation in which Jesus
presents Iimself as the Bread of Life of which, if any man eat,
he shall never hunger more.

A woman approaches Jesus at the well of Samaria. She is
seeking water. Jesus converses with her and in the course of that
conversation tells her: “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who
it is that saith unto thee, Give Me to drink; thou wouldest have
asked of Him, and He would have given thee living water,” and:
“Whosocver drinketh of this water that T shall give unto him shall
never thirst” John 4, 11, 14.

In these two texts Jesus stands before the wmld as the Bread
and the Water of Iife.”

As to the meaning of these words, there can be no doubt.
They ave clear in the places where they are found.  Jesus is the
spiritual nourishment and refreshment of the soul. The sacred
Book abounds in evidences of the experience of their truth. One
of the most beautiful of these we find in the 23d Psalm, the Psalm
of Jesus the Good Shepherd. In its first verses we read: “The
Lord is my Shepherd; T shall not want. He maketh me to lie
down in green pastures, ITe leadeth me heside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul, He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for Iis name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of
the shadbw of death, T will fear no evil; for Thou art with me,
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'

Thy rod and Thy stalf, they comfort me.” David had found the
Messiah, and e was to him the spiritual Bread and the Water
of Life to nourish and to refresh his immortal soul.

The human soul needs food. It needs it as really as the body
needs its food. Every faculty of the soul, the understanding, the
will, the affections, ery out for their food for their sustenance, for
their strengthening, for their development. Without its food the
soul hungers and thirsts.

But where outside of Jesus is there satisfaction for the human
soul? Man at all times has recognized the soul’s unstilled yearn-
ings; has sought to define it and to find its rest. The human cye
has searched, and the human car listened; every human sense has
sacrificed itself in the service; but the soul’s hunger has never
thus been stilled, its thirst never thus been quenched. All earthly
treasure, all gold and silver and their equivalents cannot satisfy
the soul. Tarthly pleasure, the world’s giddy pastimes and its
sensualitics, cannot satisfy the soul. Tarthly pomp and glory, this
world’s choicest honors, cannot satisfy the soul. Yes, if it were
possible for man to gain the whole world, he might with it all
yet lose his soul.

' Where, then, is the soul’s true satisfaction? Nowhere there
among the things for which the world so much labors. The food
of this world is all perishable, and-its water lacks the life that
abides. The soul yearns for something hetter.

Our texts point to Him who alone can satisfy the human soul.

The soul yearns for God. Consciously or unconsciously it
joins in the words of the Psalmist: “As the hart panteth after
the waterbrooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God.” Jesus
reveals God. Yes, “No man hath scen God at any time; the only-
begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared
Him.” Jesus has declared God to man as the heavenly TFather,
who, though Ife hates sin, yet loves the sinner; as the God, who
“so loved” the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life”; as the God who for Jesus’ sake, for the sake of Jesus® suf-
fering and death, forgives man’s sin, declares man just and right-
cous. Yes, Jesus has declared God as a Iatlier who feels with us
in all our infirmities, earthly woes, and sorrows, will hear us if
we cry to Him, will help us and eventually completely save us.
Jesus has revealed God to us as a God of love.

Thus declaring God, Jesus satisfies the human soul. Behold-
ing God by faith in Jesus Christ the soul is satisfied.
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The soul hungers and thirsts after righteousness; a righteous-
ness that is rcal, that is perfect. Jesus reveals it. Himscll the
great Prophet, Jesus reveals Iimself as the great High Priest who
_once and for all entered into the Holy Place to render a satisfaction
for ‘the sin of the world. He is the ITigh Priest that is holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, who knew no sin, neither
was guile found in His mouth. By His own and active obedience
Ile approved Iimself the Righteous One. And then Ie “offered
up Ilimselt” for the sin of the world: “With His stripes we are
healed.”  Yes, Jesus is made unto us of God “rightcousness.”

Thus revealing Himself, Jesus satisfies the human soul. Be-
holding Jesus the soul is satisfied.

The soul yearns for rest; rest in the full sense of the term.
The soul yearns for rest in itsclf. Jesus conveys it. Having de-
clared God to the world, having died for the world, Jesus the risen
Savior addressed His disciples, saying: “Peace be unto you.”
What peace? Teace with God, indeed. But more than this; peace
within our souls. Yes, Jesus “conveys the “peace of God that pas-
seth all undewtandmo ” the joy that no man taketh from us.

- Offering and conveymrr that peace, Jesus satisfies the hu-
man soul.

We arc living in a time of great unrest. The world seems to
be rocking in its very j"oundatmns What is the real cause of it all?
Reach down deep into the world’s uncasiness, its lovclessness, its
hopelessness. What is at the bottom of it all? Ts it not the rest-
lessness of the human soul that has lost its l)car'ings, has lost its
place in the everlasting arms of God? What is our duty then?
Knowing Jesus as the Bread and the Water of Life that satisfies
the soul, what else than this: to minister to the world HCCOI‘(HH"‘
to its great nced. Partaking ourselves more and more of Him,
it should be our Christian oceupation to preach Jesus to the world.
Him hath God the TFather sealed ; He bears the stamp- of the
world’s unimpeachable Food Commissioner.

III. “I Am the Vine, Ye Are the Branches.”

Joun 15, 5.

These words wete spoken by Jesus on thc night in which He
was betrayed. They were spoken, presumably in that upper room
in Jerusalem, where for the last time during His earthly ministry
for our salvation ¢ had drunk of the fruit of the vine, where
e had eaten with His disciples the last Passover of the Old Cove-
nant, and where IMe instituted the Passover of the New Covenant
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in which ITe gives us His body to eat and His blood to drink for
the forgiveness of sin and for the scaling of our faith in Himself
as our Deliverer from death.

These words cxpress an intimate relation between Jesus and
s disciples. In fact, they indicate an organic spiritual connec-
tion between Jesus and the believer. Paul expresses the same fact
when he pictures the believers as the body whose spiritual head is
Jesus. Jesus and His disciples are most intimately and closely
related. \

And this relation is constant. Jesus says: “I am the Vine,
ye are the branches.” The sap of the vine flows continually into
the branches; the strength of Jesus is constantly communicated
to His disciples. Jesus supplies all spiritual power, is the Author
and the TFinisher of our faith in the fullest sense of the words,
supplies all real fruitfulness, enables us to live the life of Chris-
tian fellowship with Him.

The figure of our text, therefore, is most interesting and in-
structive.

In the first place it cmphasizes the fact that in Christian dis-
cipleship Jesus is always first and fundamenlal. Tirst Jesus, then
the branches. Jesus the Foundation, then the spiritual superstruc-
ture. Our text thus visualizes all that which is presupposed in
Biblical Christianity. = It refers back to the time of which John
says: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.” It refers back into the very arcanum
of the divine decree that determined to “put enmity” there where
Satan would put harmony, to crush the power of the Iivil One,
by the suffering and the death of the “Woman’s Seed.” This text
includes all that was written by the prophets concerning the Son
of Man, of Tis innocent suffering and death. Tt refers the spiritual
vision to the act of God of which Jesus Himsell spoke when ITe
said: “God so loved the world that e gave Iis only-begotten
.Son, that whosoever believeth in Ilim should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” Tt presupposes the sacrificial death of Jesus for
the sin of the world; in short, the Jesus of the Bible. It pre-
supposes Jesus of whom the Scriptures say: “Other foundation
can no man lay than that is laid,” Jesus. e is the Vine;
without Ilim there can be no branches. Jesus is first and fun-
damental in that great communion of saints that hopes to he saved
through Him in the final judgment.

This is of the greatest importance in our day in connection
with those movements that intend or involve the breaking down
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of the confessional bars in the Christian Chureh’s activity of evan-
gelizing the world. The so-called community church that opens
its gates to all on the basis of a mere confession of good will, that
presupposes no confessional basis concerning Jesus, His person or
IIis work, that in,other words insists on no denial of error or of
sclf, but involves a denial of Jesus as the Savior of the world,
this so-called church violates the very first principle of Christ’s
Church on earth. It attempts to grow branches without the vine.

The figure of our text further stigmatizes the apostasy of a
large part of nominal Christianity of our day. Many call them-
selves Christian, both individuals and churches, and yet deny the
Christ that bought them. They deny the divine Jesus, the repre-
sentative atonement, the efficacy of the Sacraments, in fact, every -
distinctively Christian doctrine, and yet appropriate the name of
Jesus. In other words, they sacrifice the Vine, and still insist that
they be branches.

In the second place our tcxt emphasizcs the fact that the
disciples are always second'ary and relative. First Jesus, then the
believer. But, the branches being wnited with the vine, they are
secondary only to the vine and in that rclationship represent its
strength, its power, its influence. The life of the vine pulsates
in the branches and all of its mysterious and refreshing fruitful-
ness Is excercised and manifested through those branches. Cut off
the branch, and it is dead 3 but connected with the vine and
maintained in, healthy growth, all the vine’s effectivencss is alive
and active in the branch.

In this light we must understand the complaint of our day,
now so frequently heard, that the Church has lost its power. 'T'o
be sure, the Church and every Christian lose their power in the
proportion that they lose Jesus. In the proportion, therefore,
that the Church removes Jesus from its pulpit and substitutes other
themes, no matter how attractive and even generally necessary, in
that proportion the Church loses Jesus, ITis power and Iis in-
fluence. The church, however, that with the apostle can say, that
in its Christian ministry to the world it has determined to know
nothing save Jesus, and ITim crucified, that church has not lost

_its power, the power of God unto, salvation to every one that be-
lieveth. That church, morcover, is still the real salt of the earth,
the world’s best scasoner and preservative.

Moreover, the branches being sccondary and relative to the
vine, Jesus, it follows that the believers on earth arc capable of
doing the work to them entrusted. Theirs is the greatest mission
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on earth. They are to preach the Gospel to every creature. They
are to oppose and overcome the powers of darkness. The gates
of hell are against them. Dut their power is the power of the vine;
all power in heaven and in earth is theirs, for they are secondary
and in relation to Jesus, Lord of heaven and ecarth.

All this being as’ it is, our tcxt in conclusion again impresses
on us the lesson to keep close to Jesus. Te is first and funda-
mental to our Christian life and hope, and our spiritual life is
commensurate with our fellowship with Him. Morcover, the Bible
being the source of all our spiritual knowledge and faith, it will
be well if we agam heed Jesus’ words when He says: “Scarch the
Seriptures, for in 'them ye think ye have cternal life, and they are
they which testify of Me.”




