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Jesus answered: 

"Every one that is of the truth 
heareth My voice'' 

John 18:37 



Is This the Church 
of Jesus Christ? 

So the Story Goes "On the evening of the 
. . . twenty-first of 

September (1823), after I had retired to my 
bed for the night, I betook myself to prayer 
and supplication to Almighty God ... for 
a manifestation to me. . . . While I was thus 
in the act of calling upon God, I discovered 
a light appearing in my room, which con
tinued to increase until the room was 
lighter than at noon day, when immediately 
a personage appeared at my bedside, stand
ing in the air, for his feet did not touch the 
floor .... Not only was his robe exceedingly 
white, but his whole person was glorious 
beyond description, and his countenance 
truly like lightning. . . . He called me by 
name and said unto me that he was a mes
senger sent from the presence of God to me, 
and that his name was Moroni; that God had 
a work for me to do. . . . He said there was 
a book deposited, written upon gold plates, 
giving an account of the former inhabitants 
of this continent (Western Hemisphere) and 
the source from whence they sprang. He also 
said that the fullness of the everlasting Gos
pel was contained in it; as delivered by the 
Savior to the ancient inhabitants." 1 

Thus Joseph Smith, the first Mormon 
"prophet, seer, and revelator," claimed the 

/ 



4 Is This the Church of Jesus Christ? 

Book of Mormon had been delivered to him 
in the form of gold plates by an angel, 
Moroni. These, he says, he translated by 
means of the Urim and Thummim, "sacred 
instruments," which were delivered to him 
with the gold plates. In addition to this 
"Mormon Bible," Smith claimed direct 
revelations from God which are found in the 
Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl of 
Great Price. The Book of Mormon was pub
lished early in the year 1830, and on April 6 
of the same year the Mormon Church was 
organized, with six members, in Fayette 
Seneca County, New York. ' 

In 1844 the prophet, Joseph Smith who 
had been jailed on charges of immo~ality 
was murdered by a mob in the jail at Car~ 
thage, Illinois. His mantle fell upon Brig
ham Young, who led the Mormons to Utah 
in 1847. To t~e leadership of Brigham Young 
must be attributed the progress made by 
Mormonism. 

An Amazing Claim "The Eternal Father 
and Jesus Christ re

vealed themselves in person to Joseph Smith, 
through whom the Church was re-estab-
lished." 2 

Based upon this claim, Mormonism is 
officially known as "The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints." Since it makes 
this claim, it is important, not only for the 
non-Mormon,. but !lso for the Mormon, to 
ask the question: Is Mormonism truly the 
Church of Jesus Christ?" 
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In answering, we must establish the 
source from which Monnonism draws its 
doctrines. Having done this, we shall in
quire what these doctrines are. We propose 
to let their "sacred" books and their recog
nized spokesmen give us the answers in 
their own words. These st.'ltements will then 
be examined in the light of God's Word. 

Was Christ's This startling question must 
Church Lost? be asked in view of the fact 

that Latter-Day Saints de
clare that they are Christ's restored Church, 
that they alone have the priesthood of God, 
and therefore that they alone have the true 
Church authority. They say: "It is evident 
that the Church was literally driven from the 
earth; in the first ten centuries immediately 
following the ministry of Christ the authority 
of the Holy Priesthood was lost among men, 
and no human power could restore it. But 
the Lord in His mercy provided for the re
establishment of His Church in the last days 
and for the last time. . . . This restoration 
was effected by the Lord through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, who together with Oliver 
Cowdery in 1829 received the Aaronic Priest
hood under the hands of John the Baptist; 
and later the Melchizedek Priesthood under 
the hands of the fonner-day apostles Peter, 
James, and John. By the authority thus 
bestowed the Church has been again or
ganized with all its former completeness .... 
This people of the last days (Latter-Day 
Saints, or Mormons) profess to have the 
priesthood of the Almighty, the power to act 
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in the name of God, which power commands 
respect both on earth and in heaven." 3 

Over against these statements Jesus de
nies that His Church can be lost when He 
says, "The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it" (Matt. 16: 18). Nor are special 
priestly orders an essential part of t~e or
ganization of the true Church of Christ, for 
Jesus defines the essentials of His Church 
organization in the simple words "Where 
two or three are gathered together in My 
name, there am I in the midst of them" 
(Matt. 18: 20) and calls that His Church 
(v. 17). He excludes all priestly ranks in 
His Church with the words "Be ye not called 
Rabbi, for one is your Master, even Christ; 
and all ye are brethren" (Matt. 23: 8). And 
the New Testament speaks of no special 
priestly orders upon which special authority 
is conferred, but knows of but one priesthood, 
to which all true Christians belong by virtue 
of their faith in Christ ("Ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood," 1 Pet. 2: 9) 
and of which Christ is the only High Priest 
"over the house of God" (Heb.10:21). 

Bible or Bibles? "The written works 
adopted by the vote of 

the Church as authoritative guides in faith 
and doctrine are four: the Bible, the Book 
of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and 
the Pearl of Great Price." 4 To this Dr. James 
E. Talmage, Mormonism's leading theological 
authority, adds: "Many books have been and 
are being published by officers and members 
of the Church, and such may be sanctioned 
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by the people and the ecclesiastical authori
ties." 6 "Present and continuous revelation 
from God to the Church through its earthly 
head, and to every member who seeks for it 
in his or her own behalf and guidance, is 
a fundamental principle of the faith." 6 

Mormonism, therefore, believes in con
tinuous revelation. This accounts for its atti
tude toward the Bible, expressed in the fol
lowing words of the Book of Mormon: "Thou 
fool, that shall say: A Bible, a Bible, we have 
got a Bible, and we need no more Bible." 7 

"Ye need not suppose that it contains all 
My words; neither need ye suppose that 
I have not caused more to be written." 8 

Hence the Bible is considered insufficient by 
the Latter-Day Saints. 

To this statement God's Word says: "All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God ... 
that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works" 
(2 Tim. 3:16, 17). "Though we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other Gospel unto 
you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed" (Gal. 1:8). "If ye 
continue in My Word, then are ye My dis
ciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth" 
(John 8:31, 32).9 

Is God n Man? Mormons declare: "As 
man is, God once was; as 

God is, man may become." 10 

"God Himself was once as we are now 
and is an exalted man." 11 "The Father has 
a body of flesh and bone as tangible as 
man's." 12 "We affirm that to deny the ma-
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teriality of God's person is to deny God; 
for a thing without parts has no whole, and 
an immaterial body cannot exist. The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
proclaims against the incomprehensible God, 
devoid of 'body, parts, or passions,' as a 
thing impossible of existence." 13 

In view of this doctrine of God, we can 
understand the statement of Joseph Smith 
"You have got to learn how to be gods your
selves . . • the same as all gods have done 
before you." 14 

Which reminds us that Satan's first lie 
to man was: "Ye shall be as gods." Gen.3:5. 

Furthermore God says: "I am God and 
not man" (Hos.11:9). And, Jesus, the Son 
of God, who has revealed Him (Johnl:18) 
declares: "God is a spirit" (John 4: 24) · "~ 
spirit hath not flesh and bones" (Luke 24!39). 

God or Gods Mormonism has many gods. 
This becomes apparent when 

it speaks of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Ghost. It tells us they are "Three 
distinct personages: The Eternal Father, His 
Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost. These 
constitute the Godhead and are as one in 
purpose and action." lG At the Creation we 
are told: "The head God called together the 
Gods and sat in grand council to bring forth 
the world." '"fhey came together and 
concocted a plan to create the world and 
people it." 10 

To such claims God says: "I am the 
Lord, and there is none else, there is no God 
beside Me" (Is. 45: 5). Jesus confirms this 
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with: "The Lord, our God, is one Lord" 
(Mark 12:29}. And we read in Mal. 3:6 
God's own statement: "I am the Lord, 
I change not." 

Creator or Furthermore, since God is but 
Organizer? "an exalted man," it follows, 

according to Mormon theology, 
that: "The Creator is .an Organizer. God 
created the earth as an organized sphere; 
but He certainly did not create, in the sense 
of bringing into primal· existence, the ulti
mate elements of the materials of which 
the earth consists, for 'the elements are 
eternal.' " 11 

This contradicts the first word of the 
Bible: "In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth" (Gen.1:1}. 

Did Christ Have The carnal nature of God 
a Glorified but the Father, as taught by 
Human Father? the Latter-Day Saints, 

logically leads to the con
ception that Christ was born of a human 
mother and a glorified but human father. 
They speak of "His [Jesus Christ's] unique 
status in the flesh, as the offspring of a mortal 
mother and of an immortal, or resurrected and 
glorified Father."18 Or as Brigham Young 
puts it: "When the Virgin Mary conceived 
the child Jesus, the Father had begotten him 
in his own likeness. He was not begotten by 
the Holy Ghost. And who is the Father? He 
is the first of the human family; and when he 
took a tabernacle (body), it was begotten by 
his Father in heaven, after the same manner 
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as the tabernacles of Cain, Abel, and the rest 
of the sons and daughters of Adam and 
Eve." 19 This "prophet, seer, and revelator" 
also declares: "When the time came that his 
first-born, the Savior, should come into the 
world and take a tabernaele, the Father came 
himself and favored that Spirit with a taber
nacle instead of letting any other man 
do it." 20 

In contrast to this the Scriptures declare: 
"The angel of the Lord appeared unto him 
in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy wife; 
for that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Ghost" (Matt. 1: 20). "The angel 
answered and said unto her [Mary], The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee" (Luke 
1: 35). "Behold, a virgin shall be with child 
and shall bring forth a son" (Matt. 1: 23). 

Did You Live 
Before You 
Were Born? 

Briefly stated, Mormonism 
says: "We lived as un
embodied spirits, children 
of the Eternal Father. In 

mortality the spirit is united with a body of 
earth substance." 21 Accordingly, body and 
soul are not created by God at one and the 
same time. This doctrine of pre-existence 
has had a far-reaching influence in the shap
ing of the Mormon point of view, as we 
shall see. 

However, God says in His Bible: "And 
the Lord God formed man out of the dust 
of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living 
soul" (Gen. 2: 7). 
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Was Adam's Fall Mormonism now carries 
a Blessing? the idea of man's pre-

existence over into the 
doctrine of man's fall. It tells us that Adam's 
fall was necessary, in order that he and Eve 
might have children and thus produce bodies 
for the spirits produced by the gods. Here 
is the language of Mormonism: "Adam fell 
that man might be." 22 "Behold, if Adam had 
not transgressed, he would not have fallen . 
. . . And they would have had no children." 23 

"Adam found himself in a position that made 
it impossible for him to obey both of the 
specific commandments given by the Lord. 
He and his wife had been commanded to 

. multiply and replenish the earth. Adam had 
not yet fallen to the state of mortality, but 
Eve already had; and in such dissimilar con
ditions the two could not remain together and 
therefore could not fulfill the divine require
ment as to procreation. On the other hand, 
Adam would be disobeying another com
mandment by yielding to Eve's request. He 
deliberately and wisely decided to stand by 
the first and greater commandment; and 
therefore, with understanding of the nature 
of his act, he also partook of the fruit that 
grew on the tree of knowledge." 24 Thus 
Mormonism rejoices in Adam's sin and builds 
much of its system of doctrine upon it. 

To this the Scriptures say: "He that com
mitteth sin is of the devil" (1 John 3: 8). "By 
one man [Adam] sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin, and so death passed upon 
all men" (Rom. 5:12). Instead of being a 
blessing, Adam's fall brought sorrow and 
a curse. 
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Marriage for Time Since we owe our re
and Eternity lease from the spirit 

world into physical 
bodies to Adam, therefore it devolves upon 
us likewise, according to Mormon theology, 
to release as many spirits as possible, through 
marriage. This is implied in the statement: 
We "accept the divine appointment and 
necessity of marriage." 21i 

"Marriage, as regarded by the Latter-Day 
Saints, is ordained of God and designed to 
be an eternal relationship of the sexes." 26 

Mormons therefore speak of a marriage "for 
time and for eternity," or "celestial mar
riage." These marriages are solemnized in 
their temples by their officials, whose au
thority is based upon the misapplied passage, 
Matt. 18: 18: "Whatsoever ye shall bind on 
earth, shall be bound in heaven," which 
speaks of the power to forgive sin and not 
the power to unite in marriage for time and 
eternity. 

Since marriage is a "necessity," such as 
are unmarried for eternity cannot attain to 
the highest glory in heaven, but are "ap
pointed angels in heaven; which are minis
tering servants, to minister for those who 
are worthy of a far more and an exceeding, 
and an eternal weight of glory." 27 

Jesus says to all this, in the answer which 
He gave to the Sadducees when they asked 
Him whose wife the woman who had mar
ried seven brothers in succession would be 
in the resurrection: "Ye do err, not know
ing the Scriptures, nor the power of God. 
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For in the resurrection they neither marry 
nor are given in marriage, but are as the 
angels of God in heaven" (Matt. 22: 29, 30). 

In answer to this word of our Lord Jesus, 
Mormons state that they agree that in the 
resurrection there will be no marrying, but 
that they are married here on earth for time 
and eternity, not in heaven. However, the 
implication of Christ's words in this dis
cussion with the Sadducees was that in 
heaven the marriage relationship ceases 
entirely and that men and women are as 
the angels of God, making the consideration 
as to whose wife a certain person would be 
in the resurrection unnecessary. 

What about Polygamy was either an 
Polygamy? outgrowth of the doctrine of 

pre-existence, or pre-exist
ence was taught to excuse and encourage 
polygamy. In either case, many wives would 
have many children, thus releasing many 
spirits and furnishing them with "taber
nacles." Be that as it may, according to a 
revelation given to Joseph Smith, polygamy 
is an "everlasting covenant," and he who has 
received this "new and everlasting covenant" 
is "damned" 28 if he "abide not that cove
nant." 29 "If he have ten virgins given unto 
him by this law, he cannot commit adultery, 
for they belong to him, and they are given 
unto him, therefore is he justified." so This 
"everlasting covenant" still stands to this day 
in Mormon revelations from God, threaten
ing with damnation all who do not keep it. 

In this connection it is also interesting 



14 Is This the Church of Jesus Christ? 

to note that Mormonism has a polygamous 
heaven, since men can be "sealed," or mar
ried, to more than one wife for eternity in 
the Mormon temples. 

Polygamy Discontinued The Latter-Day 
Saints officially 

discontinued the practice of polygamy in the 
year 1890, not because they then or now 
consider it contrary to the law of God, but 
because the Government forbade it. But 
the Government will be responsible to God, 
they say, as seen from the following quota
tion: "The official act terminating the prac
tice of plural marriage among the Latter
Day Saints was the adoption by the Church, 
in conference assembled, of a manifesto pro
claimed by the President of the Church. The 
language of the document illustrates the law
abiding character of the people and the 
Church, as is shown by the following clause: 
'Inasmuch as laws have been enacted by 
Congress forbidding plural marriage, which 
laws have been pronounced constitutional by 
the court of last resort, I (President Wilford 
Woodruff) hereby declare my intention to 
submit to those laws and to use my influence 
with the members of the Church over which 
I preside to have them do likewise.' In the 
course of a sermon immediately following 
the proclaiming of the manifesto, President 
Woodruff said regarding the action taken: 
'I have done my duty, and the nation of 
which we form a part must be responsible 
for that which has been done in relation to 
that principle." 31 
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Polygamy Todny Is polygamy still prac-
ticed today? The above 

quotation shows that the Mormons have 
never repudiated this doctrine, but have 
merely submitted to a Government which 
demands that the practice of polygamy be 
discontinued. The doctrine still stands as 
an "everlasting covenant." And on March 
16, 1935, as reported in the Salt Lake Tele
gram, Representative Lyle B. Nicholes, 
Democrat of Salt Lake City, stated before 
the Utah House of Representatives: "I assure 
you that there is a deplorable condition 
existing, particularly in Salt Lake County. 
Polygamy is being practiced, and many plural 
wives and their children are on the relief 
rolls. It is a stain on the community and 
an expense to the State." 

Writing in the April 10, 1937, Liberty 
magazine, Edward Doherty states in an 
article entitled "Polygamy on the Santa Fe 
Trail": "Today, at Lees Ferry, at Moccasin, 
at Pipe Spring, at Short Creek, at Fredonia, 
and at other spots in and near the so-called 
Strip Country of Arizona and Utah, there are 
little colonies of polygamists. . . . Long ago 
it (polygamy) was killed - but it has never 
been buried, and it flourishes today as though 
it had never known death." 

To this question of polygamy, suffice it to 
say that it never was God's order, as we see 
from the creation of one man and one woman 
(Gen. 2:22-24). Speaking of the number in
volved in the marriage contract, Jesus says, 
They twain" (Matt. 19: 5), and St. Paul, 
"They two" (Eph. 5:31). . 
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Sinless Souls Mormonism denies original, 
at Birth? or inherited, sin. It says: 

"Divine justice forbids that 
we be accounted sinners solely because our 
parents transgressed!' 32 This doctrine is 
stated even more clearly in Mormonism's 
second Article of Faith: "We believe that 
men will be punished for their own sins, and 
not for Adam's transgression." 

To this the Scriptures say: "By the 
offense of one [Adam] judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation" (Rom. 5: 18). 

Since the Latter-Day Saints deny original 
sin, they conclude: "Little children are 
whole, for they are not capable of com
mitting sin." as "They cannot sin." :i4 

Over against this God's Word says: "The 
imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
youth" ( Gen. 8: 21). "Behold, I was shapen 
in iniquity, and in sin did my mother con
ceive me" (Ps. 51: 5). "We were by nature 
the children of wrath" (Eph. 2: 3). 

Saved by Grace "The atonement of Christ 
or Works? assured redemption, or 

resurrection." SG Accord
ing to this strange conception that Christ's 
atonement made possible and guarantees 
only resurrection from the dead, Mormons 
believe that Christ atoned only for Adam's 
sin, which brought only physical death into 
the world. This is meant when a Mormon 
speaks of Christ as the Redeemer and 
Savior. 

When asked, "What shall I do with my 
own sins, the sins that I now commit," our 
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Mormon friend answers: ''He [Christ] kept 
the law of God and remained without sin, 
showing thereby that it is in the power of 
man to keep the law and remain also with
out sin." There is "a definite plan of sal
vation, by obedience to which man may 
obtain remission of sins and be able to ad
vance by effort and righteous achievement 
throughout eternity." ao 

Believing that man is his own Savior, 
Mormonism unequivocally rejects the doc
trine of justification by faith alone and says: 
"In spite of the plain word of God, dogmas of 
men have been promulgated to the effect 
that by faith alone may salvation be at
tained." 81 "The sectarian dogma of justi
fication by faith alone has exercised an 
influence for evil since the early days of 
Christianity." 38 Mormonism calls "justifi
cation by faith alone" "this pernicious doc
trine" 39 and asserts that "salvation comes 
to the individual only through obedience." 40 

To this, God's inspired. writer answers: 
"Christ His own Self bare our sins in His 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sin, 
should live unto righteousness, by whose 
stripes we are healed" (1 Pet. 2: 24). "Not of 
works" (Eph. 2: 9). "A man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law" (Rom. 
3:28).41 

Baptism by "The Latter-Day Saints 
Immersion Only? . . . boldly declare their 

belief that bodily im
mersion by a duly commissioned servant or 
representative of the Savior is the only true 
form." 42 
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That the mode of baptism is not an es
sential part of this Sacrament is shown in 
the words of our Lord in Mark 7:4, where He 
uses the Greek word for "baptize" not only 
in the sense of immersion, but also in the 
sense of washing or applying water. 

Baptism at Since Mormonism rejects the 
Eight Years! doctrine of original sin, it also 

rejects infant baptism and arbi
trarily makes the law: "baptism . . . for 
remission of sins and entrance into the 
Church" is "required of all over 8 years." 43 

But Christ's command reads: "Go ye, 
therefore, and teach [make disciples of] aU 
nations [which also includes infants], bap
tizing them" (Matt. 28: 19). 

Mission Work Mormons believe that there 
in Eternity will be eternal "progression 

beyond death." 44 In reality, 
therefore, they deny eternal damnation and 
define heaven and hell as "generalized terms, 
indicating places or states of souls assigned 
according to righteous or culpably wicked 
conditions. In each there are numerous 
degrees or grades." 41S In other words: "Upon 
all who reject the word of God in this life 
will fall the penalties provided; but after 
the debt has been paid, the prison doors shall 
be opened, and the spirits once confined in 
suffering, then chastened and clean, shall 
come forth to partake of the glory provided 
for their class." 4a 

This purgatorial system is based upon a 
misuse of 1 Pet. 3: 19, "preached unto the 
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spirits in prison," which is explained in these 
words: "Jesus Christ, while disembodied, 
preached to the disobedient spirits, and mis
sionary labor continues in the spirit-world. 
Eventually every tongue will confess that 
Jesus is the Christ." 47 

This disregards the statements of Jesus 
"Between us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed; so that they which would pass from 
hence to you cannot; neither can they pass 
to us [to heaven], that would come from 
thence" in Luke 16:26 and in Matt. 25:41, 
where our Lord speaks of hell as an "ever
lasting fire." 

Can the Dead This doctrine, which is 
Be Saved? called "baptism for the 

dead," is peculiar to Mor
monism and follows from the doctrine of 
eternal progression. Mormons find the seat 
of this doctrine in 1 Cor. 15:29: "What shall 
they do which are baptized for the dead, 
if the dead rise not at all? Why are they 
then baptized for the dead?" Referring to 
this passage, Dr. Talmage says in The 
Articles of Faith: "Herein is shown the 
necessity of vicarious work . . . the living 
ministering in behalf of the dead; the chil
dren doing for their progenitors what is 
beyond the power of the latter to do for 
themselves." 48 

A closer examination of this passage 
makes it apparent that there is no command 
here to baptize for the dead, Neither is 
there a promise that such baptism is of 
value to the dead. God's inspired writer is 
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merely proving that there is a resurrection 
from the dead and in so doing points to a 
practice in the first Christian Church wherein 
a rite was performed in which the resur
rection was confessed. 

To the claim that vicarious work can be 
done, whereby salvation is made possible 
for the dead, God's Word says in Ps.49:7,8: 
"None of them can by any means redeem 
his brother, nor give to God a ransom for 
him (for the redemption of their soul is 
precious, and it ceaseth forever)." 40 "It is 
appointed unto man once to die, but after 
this the judgment" (Heb. 9: 27). 

Wine or Water? "Soon after the Church 
had been organized in the 

present dispensation, the Prophet Joseph 
Smith was about to purchase wine for sacra
mental purposes, when a messenger from 
God met him and delivered the following 
instructions: 'For, behold, I say unto you, 
that it mattereth not what ye shall eat or 
what ye shall drink when ye partake of the 
sacrament, if it so be that ye do it with an 
eye single to my glory.' . . . Upon this 
authority the Latter-Day Saints administer 
water in their sacramental service, in 
preference to wine." 50 It is "administered 
regularly as a sacred ordinance, the emblems 
- bread and water - being partaken of in 
remembrance of the broken body and spilt 
blood of the Redeemer and Savior of man
kind." 51 

Hence the Mormon "sacrament" is only 
a memorial of Christ's death, pictured in 
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bread and water, and is administered as 
such to men, women, and children every 
Sunday. 

What do the Scriptures say? Jesus used 
wine, for He says in Matt. 26: 29: "I will not 
drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine." 
Nor can it be a mere memorial service, but it 
is a means whereby Jesus offers, conveys, 
and seals to us forgiveness of sins, since He 
declares: "Given and shed for you for the 
remission of sin." 112 

Mormonism and A chapter on Mormonism 
Masonry and Masonry is in place 

here, to answer the many 
questions asked with regard to the Mormon 
temples. 

It is significant that Joseph Smith and 
his brother, Hyrum Smith, and Brigham 
Young were all Masons. Today Mormons 
are barred by the Masonic lodge of Utah 
and Mormonism is opposed to lodgery, 
specifically Masonry. 

Justifying this attitude of the Masonic 
lodge over against Mormonism, S. H. Good
win, P. G. M., in his booklet entitled Mor
monism and Masonry states: "The writer 
believes that the facts here assembled fully 
vindicate the position of the Grand Lodge 
of Utah and afford ample reasons why the 
Masonry of Utah and the Masonry of the 
entire country (for manifestly this is not, 
and cannot be, merely a local problem) 
should not open its doors to members of the 
Latter-Day Saints' organization." 113 He de
clares: "The observant Craftsman (Mason) 
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cannot be long among the Mormon people 
without noting the not infrequent use made 
of certain emblems and symbols which have 
come to be associated in the public mind 
with the Masonic fraternity. And now and 
again he will catch expressions and phrases 
in conversation, and meet with terms in 
literature, which are suggestive, to say the 
least. If he should continue his residence in 
Utah, he will sometimes be made aware of 
the fact, when shaking hands with a Mormon 
neighbor or friend, that there is a pressure 
of the hand as though some sort of a 'grip' 
is being given." M 

Mormon Oaths, Goodwin then describes 
Signs, and Grips the oaths, grips, and signs 

of Mormonism as given in 
the temples. We quote: "The audience 
stands, each with the right hand raised to 
the square, when the following oath is taken: 
'We, and each of us, solemnly bind ourselves 
that we will not reveal any of the secrets of 
the first token of the Aaronic priesthood, 
with its accompanying name, sign, or penalty. 
Should I do so, I agree that my throat may 
be cut from ear to ear and my tongue torn 
out by its roots.' 

"Grip. The g1·ip is very simple: Hands 
clasped, pressing the point of the knuckle 
of the index finger with the thumb. 

"Sign. In executing the sign of the 
penalty, the hand, palm down, is placed 
across the body, so that the thumb comes 
directly under and a little behind the ear. 
The hand is then drawn sharply to the right 
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across the throat, the elbow standing out at 
a position of ninety degrees from the body; 
the hand is dropped from the square to 
the side. 

"The second oath is administered: 'We, 
and each of us, do solemnly promise and 
bind ourselves never to reveal any of the 
secrets of this priesthood, with the accom
panying name, grip, and penalty. Should 
we <lo so, we agree that our breasts may 
be torn open, our heart and vitals torn out 
and given to the birds of the air and the 
beasts of the field.' 

"Grip. Clasp the right hand and place 
the thumb into the hollow of the knuckles, 
between the first and second fingers. 

"Sign. The sign is made by extending 
the right hand across the left breast, directly 
over the heart; then drawing it rapidly from 
left to right, with the elbow at the square; 
then dropping the hand to the side. 

"The third oath, which is as follows: 
'You, and each of you, do covenant and 
promise that you will never reveal any of 
the secrets of the priesthood, with any ac
companying name, sign, and penalty. Should 
you do so, you agree that your body may 
be cut asunder and all your bowels gush out.' 

"In this, the left hand is placed palm 
upright, directly in front of the body, there 
being a right angle formed at the elbow; the 
right hand, palm down, is placed under the 
elbow of the left; then drawn sharply across 
the bowels, and both hands dropped to the 
side.'' "The grip is given by 'grasping the 
right hands so that the little fingers are 
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interlocked and the forefinger presses the 
wrist. This is known as the patriarchal grip 
or the true sign of the nail.' " 55 

Mr. Goodwin concludes this chapter with 
the significant words: "In taking leave of 
this part of the subject, the fact is worthy of 
record that Joseph Smith fixes the dates of 
the introduction of the endowments (Note: 
Temple rites) as May 4, 1842, nearly two 
months after he became a Mason.'' 611 

Jesus Christ nowhere speaks of His 
Church as a secret, oath-bound organization, 
but, on the contrary, declares: "In secret 
have I said nothing" (John 18:20). And 
would He who says, "Thou shalt not kill," 
sanction such murderous, blasphemous 
oaths, whereby the right ls given to others 
to take one's life? 

Is Mormonism 
the Church of 
Jesus Christ? 

Jesus Himself gives the 
answer when He says: 
"If ye continue in [adhere 
strictly to] My Word, then 

are ye My disciples indeed" (John 8:31). 
But does "the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter"."Day Saints" adhere strictly to 
Christ's Word? It contradicts Christ's 
declaration that His Church cannot be lost. 
It discredits the Bible, God's Word, and 
adds new revelations to it. It teaches many 
gods and makes God a god of flesh and bone. 
It denies the Christian article of faith "con
ceived by the Holy Ghost" and therewith 
the virgin birth of Christ. It teaches the 
pre-existence of man's spirit, of which the 
Word of God knows nothing. It makes the 
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fall of Adam a thing over which to rejoice. 
It misquotes the Word of God to prove that 
marriage in the temples is entered into for 
eternity, thereby making for itself a carnal 
heaven. Its "Doctrines and Covenants" still 
contain the "everlasting covenant" of plural 
marriage. It denies original sin. It makes 
of Christ's atonement only an "assurance of 
resurrection." It teaches that man is justi
fied by his works and not by faith. Because 
it denies original sin it also denies baptism 
to infants. It teaches salvation after death 
and has its own purgatorial system, which 
includes the "baptism for the dead," for 
which there is no basis in the Bible. It has 
changed the elements, bread and wine, as 
instituted by Christ in the Lord's Supper to 
bread and water and makes this Sacrament 
a mere memorial meal. It is an oath-bound, 
secret society, with murderous, blasphemous 
oaths, which are a disgrace to the name of 
Jesus Christ. From all these teachings we 
conclude that "the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints," commonly known as 
the Mormon Church, is not the true Church 
of Jesus Christ. 
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STATISTICAL NOTE 
According to its own latest statistics as re

ported to the Yearboo1~ of American Churches 
for 1956 (p. 59), Utah Mormonism has an "in
clusive membership" of 1,179,887; the Sunday 
and Sabbath schools have an enrollment of 
1,021,774; the ordained clergy having charges 
numbers 2,619. 

J. Reuben Clark, Jr., Second Counselor in the 
First Presidency, Church of Jesus Christ of Lat
ter-Day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah, in his 
article, "Mormons," in the 1955 Book of the 
Year of the Encyclopaedia Britannica (p. 515), 
states that in the university, colleges, and schools 
operated by the Mormons in 1954 there were 
enrolled 10,906 regular college students; in insti
tutes, 4,532; in seminaries, 34,467. The total en
rollment in the educational system was stated 
to be 53,107. 

During 1954 approximately 162 chapels were 
dedicated, and 478 church buildings were under 
construction, including 23 seminaries. 

The welfare program was extended, distribu
tions to the needy increasing more than 30% 
during the year. 

The total number of converts made in 1954 
exceeded 17,000. 

BY F. E. SHUMANN 
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