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The Sweet Gospel of the Reformation.

From a sernon by Dr. Luther.
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Text: Tor God so loved the world that Ilc gave Ilig only-
begotten Son, that whosoover believeth in Him should not perish,
but liave cverlasting life. John 3, I6.

If it were told me that God lind so distinguished me as
to grant me that I was to live several thousand years on earth,
and was to have peace and prosperity, and all that my heart
desires, I would say, “Ol, that cannot be God’s Word; it is
too much and too great! Who am I that God should give
me all that?” Tlow much more difficult is it for ns to be-
lieve that God has given us this treasure, IIjs Son, and with

Tlim cternal life and blessedness! Who is able to express the

greatuess of this gift? Ifow precious and excellent is even
this phiysical life! Who would exchange it for all kingdoms,
moncey, and wealth of this earth 7 Dut, now, this is muclh less
than a moment compared with eternal life and blessings. In
short, it is beyond comprehension, unless you form some cou-
ception of it by setting off agaiust it the loss and misery which
is expressed in the words “cternally lost.”

And yet o Christian niust get to this that he give glory
to God and to Christ, and acknowledge that this His Word is
the truth and his own unbelicf is false. And where this takes
place, there the Holy Ghost has even then begun to work faith
in the heart by Ifis almighty power, and thé heart is opened
s0 wide that it is now eapable of receiving this treasure which
is greater than heaven and earth. Certainly it will all be done
in much weakness as yet, nor shall we on this carth accom-
plish it, or feel the faith as we should; but it will still be
a wishing and sighing of the spirit, which for man is inex-
pressible when the heart saith: Oh, that it were true! And
again: O, if T conld but believe it! cte. :

And if the licart could but remember these words in time
of trial, no devil nor hell could frighten it, but it would say
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learlessly: Wiy shall T be afraid?” I have the Son of God,
given me by the Father; to that Ilis Word testifies, which
1 surely know to be Iis Word. That can no more belie me
than Ile can lic and deceive, even though I, so to say, can-
not believe it firmly enough.

Yes, say you, I would gladly believe
St. Peter, Paul, and others, wlo arc pious and Loly; but
I am much too great a simner; and who kuows wlicther
I have been cleeted thereto? Answer: Do look at the words,
how and of whom Ile is speaking : “God so Joved the world”;
again, “That whosoever believeth in Ilim.” Now “the world”
does not mean St. Peter and Paul, but the whole human race,
all together, none excluded. For all God’s Son has beeu given,

it T were like

-all are to believe, and all who believe shall not be lost. - "Take

liold of ‘your nose, search your bosom, whether you are not as
much as any other also o 1nan (that is, a picee of the world),

and in the unmber which are included in that word “who- -

socver.”  If neither T nor you are to appropriate these words,
then they must be false and spoken in vain,

However T be, T know that Godl’s Word is true, and if
I do not aceept it, I comuit cven this sin, in addition o all
others, that T blaspheine and consider God’s Word and truth
a lic. J

These and the like excellent, comforting words should
certainly be to a Clristian dear and precions above the
treasures of all the world. For they are words which mo -
onc may cxhaust or fully explore. If they were rightly be-
lieved, they should certainly make a -good theologian or,
rather, a strong, happy Christian, who conld speak well aud
teach about Christ, Judge of all other doetrine, advise and
comfort every one, and suffer all that might b'efull hin,

' Tr., 8,

Doxology, Greetings, Benediction.

' P, 4, 20—23. )

. Btudies in st. Paul’s’ Epistle to the Philippinns,
Twentieth Article. '

St. Paul hiad jnst spoken of the riches of the glory of
God in Christ Jesus which are in store for us. Such_words
were never a formal phrase with St. Paul. The thought
gtirred his soul to the profoundest depths, and bore him wup
to the sublimest heights of devotion. ITe thought upon his
God, the great God, our Fatlier through Jesug Christ, our
TLord. TFrequently in lis writings sncli thoughts moved him
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words of etornal truth. They are words freighted and charged
with power and blessing just as well to-day as they were about
two thousand ycars ago.

And we will not forego the privilege of reading his every
word in this epistle. We will treasure the very last, the clos-
ing words of St. P’aul: “I'lie grace of our Lord Jesus Ghrist
be with you all?” They are a benediction, the like of which
Le uttered at the opening of the letter, chap. 1, 2, We will

- mot Turriedly close the book beeause we have finally avrived

at the last verse, like churchgoers who prepare to leave be-
cause the approaching benediction to then: means merely a
dismissal. No, like thirsty pilgrims we will drink and quaff
to the full what is here offered and given; for the word of
the Apostle is the Word of God, whereby lie always gives and
bestows the blessing whercof Lie speaks. Ifere is a precious,
invaluable gift for all of ns, for our souls, our poor ‘death-
ridden, sin-laden, our immortal sonls, so susceptible of anxiety
and sorrow and griel. Tlere is healing. “The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all1”
“Liet us say: Amen, so be it, so we belicve.
- *Amen.- '

Sonth Fueclid, O. I1. M. Zonx.

The Epidemic.

Our country is snflering under another scourge of the
Almighty. 'To war is added an epidemic that has prostrated
thousands on the bed of sickness, and given the summons of
death to other thousands. More soldiers of our army have
fallen prey to it, according to common report, than the toll
exacted by the German implements of death. The production
of natural resources is crippled. Our output of coal in the
anthracite regions alone is reduced by an average of 1,200,000
tons a month. Business is suffering; places of amuscment,
schools, even the churches are clesed in many and large see-
tions, and the fear of death is tormenting many.

What are the lessons the T.ord wduld impress nponr us?
e has not loft us ignovant. Ile has spoken through the
mouth of Moses and the prophets. Whatever may be the
causes of the discase that Tic on the surface, the sending of
200,000 coolics from the plague-infested portions of Northern
China to Franee, the capture of many of these by the German
army and the subsequent outbreak among the Teutonic sol-
diers and in Spain, the return of American soldicrs to camps
and cantonments in this country to serve as instructors, who
brought the germs with them; the Pleiffer bacillus; the
streptococcus and other germs; these and other possible
causes may have been employed by Providence to spread the
Plague and strike many hearts with consternation. The one
original and real cause of all sicknoss, however, is naught but
man’s sin.  Sickness and death came into the world when God
Pronounced sentence upon the first trembling sinner, and ever
since sin-sick humanity has been subject to diseases that wore
the strongest down to make unconditional surrender to death,
To Isracl, God announced as a threat tlint Ile would make
their plagues wonderful and their sicknesses of long duration
in the day of their departure from ITis Law, and David was
made to feel its exceution. Tn boastful pride le insisted upon

the numbering of his army, a mighty host of 1,300,000 valiant

men.  God gave him an epidemic of three days’ duration,

~
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which reduced the man-power wlereof le was proud by
70,000 men. And on the last page of the Bible, God for
once aud forever threatens to add unto all who add to Iis
words the plagues that are written in the Book. Sin is the
causc of sickiess.

Can we lift our heads in self-rightcousness, denying or
minimizing our guilt, insinuating against the justice of God
in letting us come under the plaguc? On every hand we hear
voices that demy the very presence among us of sin, or that
make boast of our superior goodness. The- Chinese may be
lieathen, the German cuncmy atrociously guilty, the Turk
simply nuspeakable; compared with then we feel ricl, and
inereased with goods, and have need of nothing. But com-
paring oursclves with those who are worse in our opinion,
aud when judged by the standard of man, we close onr cyes
against the sins of which we are guilty when judged by the
standard of God. "

Boasters call us a Christian nation. Where are the evi-
dences of our national Cliristianity? Not in the fact that
two thirds of our citizeus, more than 66,000,000 of them, are
professedly chiurchless, confessedly ignorers of Him who sit-
teth in the heavens; atheists, if not theoretically, yet prac-
tieally so. Do we find evidences of Clristianity among tle
scets of this “land of many sccts”? Not where Agnosticis,
Rationalisn, Unitarizmiém, Pharisaism, empty Moralism lias
cjected the very Christ as the vicarious and only Savior of
humanity. We blaspheme the name of God on the strects in
the besetting siu of profanity of so universal proportions that
the English-speaking people have been nicknamed the “God-
dams” {rom their favorite curse-word. Little wonder that
where God’s mame, ITis Word, and His authority arc de-
spised, the authority of man is held in utter contempt. Wit-
ness the docket in onr conrts; note the docket of the Juvenile
Courts. What an alarming percentage of the offenders are
mere youths, striplings! While justly condemning the mur-
derons U-boat warfare, which sinks ships even to the drown-
«ing of women and children in ntter helplessuess, dare we close
our gycs against the fact that by the abolition of capital pun-
ishment in a nmumber of States we are standing like guardian
angels over the murderers in onr own midst to shicld the lives
of the very eriminals who murder our policemen and endanger
the very foundations of the Governnient, the desirable form
of which we are recomwending to other nations, and all con-
stituted authority?. Nay, does not the warning of Theodore
Roosevelt still ring in onr ears which warns the nation against

-that cold-blooded murder, the nippiug in the bud of life more

tender and helpless than that of women and babes in mid-
occan? While shocked at the stories of rapine and ravished
chastity that come from across the seas, shall we smile with
easy toleration on lie close second we are running for the
world’s divoree record; at those who favar the introduction
of what Sophic Arnoult, a famous actress, called the sacra-
ment of adultery, test-marriages, reducing the marriage union
to a mere civil eontract of trausitory character for licensed
concubinage? We are resolved to banish from the carth, if
we can, the national greed of those who, not satisfied with
their place in the sun, seck to enrich themselves through
bloody wars of conquest at the expense of other nations. God
bless the effort and the jssue! But while trying to subdue
national greed, is there no individual avarice that wonld join
house to house and field to field, till the mighty and opulent
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are placed alone in the midst of the carth? No greedy chase
after the Alighty Dollar that defrauds the neighbor? David
was brought down for numnbering his army in a boastful pride.
We cannot say that there has been national gratitude to God
for the large man-power Ile has given us as a valuable assct
against the day of battle, and a humble adinission that He
who has given the power must also give the plOtLCthll and

victory.
God has no ploasulc in the death of the wicked. e
would have all men come to repentance, to be saved. 'The

epidemic is ITis call to repentance.

the Lord. ITe has given us a demonstration to the eye how
casily He can cause our power to melt, our resources to be
of no avail, our production to be crippled, our soldicry to
dwindle down.

scaf.

whose merits alone can reconcile God and cause His favor to
rest upon us again. Ile that hath an car, let him hear.
May we hope for a national repentance? I’ast experience
tells us nay. Only last May our Chief Executive called upon
the nation to observe a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer,

beseeching the Lord to forgive our sins and shortcomings as

a people whereby we have deserved the chastisement of war
at Ilis hands. Was the Tequest heeded? In this manner that

the day was devoted largely to auto and other outings with'

well-filled baskets or other provision for an acceptable hunch.
"That was the fasting and huniliation of many. The praying
consisted most largely, we fear, in that wicked way of pray-
ing which besceches God to damn everything in general or
anything in particular.

That God, despite such conduct, is seemingly giving us
the victory in these very days is divine mercy, divine long-
suffering and patience that passes our undevstanding. Oh,

Tet us pray God that His unspeakable mercy may yet accom-

plish what the terrible scourges of war and epidemic failed to
work. Tet us who see and know the intentions of the Lord
heed Tis call to repentance, and bescech God earnestly, as
did Abraham of old, to spare the land yet longer for the sake
of the righteous, lest they perish with the wicked.

St. Louis, Mo. R. Jussn.

The Merger.
L ’

On November 14th the merger of three Lutheran bodies
is to be consnmmated in New York City. The three bodies
are the General Synod, the General Council, and the United
Synod of the South. "The General Synod has a confirmed
membership of 364,000, the General Council, 840,000, and
thie Synod of the South, 53,000. The total membership
of the new body will be about 760,000, comparing with
807,000 of onr Synodical Conference.

What interests us in this merger is not statistics, how-
ever, but the doctrine and practise of the new body. That
must determine our relation to it.  And since the constitu-

_ tion of the new corporation invites all Tutheran synods and

ITe would bave us to in-
quire into our past ways, and whercin we have departed {rom

Ile has forcibly reminded us of our frailty,
and how soon we may have to appear before Tlis judgment-
ITe would have us acknowledge humbly onr dependence
upon His favor, repent of the things we have done amiss, and
. flee for fatherly refuge and divine forgiveness to the Savior,
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congregations holding the same faith to unite with it, 1t
is eminently proper that we investigate the merits of this
union move.

The doctrinal basis of the merger is hardly to be fin-
proved upon. By its terms the contracting partics accept the
unaltered Augsburg Confession and approve of the other con-
fessional writings of the Lutheran Church as in harmony
with the Scriptures. But the history of these three bodies
justifics the question: How far will their practise correspond.
with their confession? Not, indeed, that we would make per-
fection of Christian performance a test of true Lutheranism.
Yet there must be correspondence of profession and action.
We do not wait until a man has attained perfeet sanctifica-
tion before taking him into church-membership, if his con-
fession is right; but we expeet him to make that confession
the principle of his conduct. We expect him mot merely to
say, “Lord, Lord,” but to do the will of his Father that is in
heaven, and to repent when he fails in performance. o
with congregations and church-bodics. The Tord says:
“Teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded youw.” We expect Christians everywhere to conform
to this rule, and when they begin to make exceptions, when
they tolerate unseriptural teaching and practise, we say: Your
actions belie your profession.  When false doctrine passes un-
rebuked, when unchristian practise is tolerated, the church-
body that permits such things to be cannot point to its con-
stitution and say: We accept the Scriptures as norm of
doctrine and life,—what do you want more? We “Mis-
sourians” can bear with much weakness and imperfeetion.
For instance, when a General Synod minister in the Lu-
lheran Survey states that in his body “ignorance in holy
things is very pronounced; many members of this synod
have been admitted to church-membership without any cate-
chetical training whatever; they are utterly unable to give a
reason for being a member of the church,”— that would not
in itself be a reason for us to withhold the hand of fellow-
ship from such a body, if it made honest efforts to “strengthen
the things which remain that are ready to dic.” But it does
mean that, as an Ohio Synod paper said last .year, with ref-
crence to this same merger, “it will never do to say the
right words with one’s lips, or even set them down on paper
and sign them, — and then consider whether one intends to
live and act accordingly.”

.A contributor to the General Council Luthclan tlmty
years ago, ably discussed the question of loyalty to con-
fessions. Taking for his text the oft-heard remavk: “We
all stand on the Augsburg Confession; there let us stand,”
he said: “But it makes all the difference how “we all stand.
The simple matter of standing is not the real criterion. The
how “we all’ stand is the matter to be looked at. Are ‘we all’
standing squarely, erectly, and f{ruly on the Augsburg Con-
fession? . It is absolutely folly to say that the Angsbnrg
Confession is the adopted standard of our whole Chnrelr’s

confession and practise, when many things are said and

‘practised differently by the various portions of the Lutheran

Chureli. Let us have unity of faith, spirit, doctrine, practise.”
Because the Missouri Synod stresses this same principle,
and will have no fellowship with other Lutherans on amny
other terms, the same General Council Lutheran now up-
braids us, and inveighs against “the highly accentuated and
legalistic policy of aloofness, of which Missouri is the chicf.





