For the

Life of the World

Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne
July 2008, Volume Twelve, Number Three

Work and Reality in Latvia
Rev. Dr. William C. Weinrich

Where
Is the Lutheran Cathedral?
Rev. Gottfried Martens
The Church Is Alive and Active
Rev. Dr. Charles J. Evanson

CONTENTS

Volume Twelve, Number Three

F E A T U R E S
4 Work and Reality in Latvia
By Rev. Dr. Wiliam C. Weinrich
The Christians of Latvia are deeply pious and committed but
have serious challenges: liturgical change; pressure from the
European churches to conform to new theological and social
trends, institutional development, theological education needs.

8 Mining the Riches of
Lutheran Theology in Germany
By Mr. Jason Lane
Study in the German system, combined with the superb
theological education we have received from Fort Wayne,
where pastoral care is of primary importance, affords a new
generation of theologians the great opportunity to carry on
the good confession of Jesus Christ into all the world.

12 A Modern Day Circuit Rider
By Rev. Dr. Chris Barnekov
Historically Sweden was a strongly Lutheran country, but
today most churches are empty. Although the Church of
Sweden claims to be the largest Lutheran Church in the world,
only one member in seventy-five attends worship in an
average week, and that figure includes Christmas and Easter.

38 “Where is the Lutheran Cathedral?”
By Rev. Gottfried Martens
In Berlin, the “world’s capital of modern atheism,” as
Peter L. Berger has called it, only 30 percent of the
population still belong to a Christian church at all,
and about 4 percent worship regularly.

For the Life of the World
PRESIDENT
Rev. Dr. Dean O. Wenthe
PUBLISHER
Rev. Steven Cholak
COPY EDITOR
Trudy Behning

EDITOR
Rev. John Pless

MANAGING EDITOR
Adriane Dorr

ART DIRECTOR
Steve Blakey

EDITORIAL ASSOCIATES
Rev. James Bushur ✠ Dr. Charles Gieschen
Dr. Naomichi Masaki
For the Life of the World is published quarterly by Concordia Theological Seminary
Press, 6600 North Clinton Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46825. No portion of this
publication may be reproduced without the written consent of the publisher of For
the Life of the World. Copyright 2008. Printed in the United States. Postage paid
at Huntington, Indiana. For the Life of the World is mailed to all pastors and
congregations of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in the United States and
Canada and to anyone interested in the work of Concordia Theological Seminary,
Fort Wayne, Indiana.

2

How to subscribe to and find . . .

For the Life of the World
or your free subscription, please send your name, address, city,
state, and zip code to: For the Life of the World, 6600 N.
Clinton St., Fort Wayne, IN 46825. If you would like to see
For the Life of the World on the World Wide Web, go to the Web site:
www.LifeOfTheWorld.com. The current issue, as well as previous
issues, can be found at this interactive portal.

F

Questions about subscribing or changing your mailing address?
E-mail LOTW-subscribe@ctsfw.edu or call 260-452-2269.

For The LIFE of the World

CTS Faculty Approves Curriculum for
the Specific Ministry Pastor Program
By Rev. Dr. Arthur A. Just

he faculty of Concordia Theological Seminary has approved the
curriculum for the Specific Ministry Pastor (SMP) program, which is
designed to provide pastors to address the mission and ministry
opportunities before The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. The process
of establishing the curriculum included conversations with parish pastors,
mission executives, and District Presidents. “Getting input from the church
at large was very important to us,” said Dr. Douglas Rutt, Dean of Distance
Learning at Concordia Theological Seminary. After having opportunity to
give input and feedback in a special focus session with the SMP Curriculum
Committee, Rev. Russell Sommerfeld, President of the Nebraska District,
commented, “The curriculum utilizes the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran
Confessions to form Lutheran pastors within the context of mission and
ministry so that they may be sound in doctrine and missional in approach.”
Other reactions to the new curriculum, which is
based on the recent revision of CTS’s residential
curriculum, have been positive. Rev. Dan Gilbert,
President of the Northern Illinois District, observed,
“I believe that this additional format of theological
education will be a great blessing to the Synod and
to the world, both in carrying out the Lord’s
mission and in preserving the sound doctrine
entrusted to us.”
Dr. Arthur Just, Professor of Exegetical
Theology, sees SMP as a reflection of ongoing
growth and study at CTS. “This new curriculum is
really all about Jesus Christ and how the mission of
God begins and ends with Him. The SMP
curriculum captures the genius of this simple but
profound way of teaching future pastors about first
things–that Christ does it all through us–the
preaching, the teaching, the baptizing, and the
celebrating of the Lord’s Supper. We couldn’t be
more delighted at the response of the District
Presidents to our proposal. They see that both the
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M.Div. and SMP curricula are about our
relationship with Christ and our relationships
with one another in Christ.”
Fundamental to the SMP curriculum is a focus
on mission in the student’s particular context. SMP
is open to men in a variety of ongoing ministry and
mission situations who find themselves in a
position of congregational leadership. “That’s
probably the least understood portion of the SMP
program,” says Rev. Bill Johnson, Educational
Technologist at CTS. “Candidates for the SMP
program are already in positions of leadership with
a district or congregation that seeks to call them as
a pastor, an assistant or associate pastor, or as a
mission developer for planting a daughter
congregation. The church raises up leaders from
within. It ends up being a very natural process.”
“The development of SMP has been a
partnership of Synod, seminary, districts, and
congregations from the beginning,” stated Dr.
Lawrence Rast, Academic Dean at Concordia, “
and I am convinced that partnership will grow
and thrive as the program is implemented.”
Concordia plans to offer the first course of the
SMP program, Confessing Christ in Today’s World,
in September of this year. Additional information
about the SMP program and the application process
can be found on the seminary Web site:
www.ctsfw.edu/academics/smp.
Rev. Dr. Arthur A. Just is a
Professor of Exegetical Theology and
Director of Deaconess Studies at
Concordia Theological Seminary.
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