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[Here follow interesting characterizations of a number of prominent 
ministers in larger Lutheran centers twenty-five years ago.] Such 
a brief review seems to indicate to me that we have not always main
tained high standards of preaching and that also many of our fathers 
were lacking in this respect, although most of tllem worked in one 
language only and did not have a thousand and one trivial things 
to distract them that burden the poor minister nowadays. So my 
answer to your question one would be that we have not entered upon 
a period of decline, but that, to my mind, we have throughout not 
upheld the high standards of the Lutheran Ohurch, and for some 
reason or other our failing in this respect is now becoming more 
apparent." 

Another writes in a similar strain:-
"I am aware that, when thinking of the traditional standards 

of the past, we are apt to think of the high standards set by such 
men as Walther, Stoeckhardt, Pieper, and others like them. But 
their preaching was not representative of the preaching of their 
generation. These men stood head and shoulders above the average 
of their time." 

The opinions of this group are well summarized in the following 
statement by a brother in the Middle West:-

"While convinced that our preaching is still very much above 
the level found in sectarian circles, I do believe that there is a great 
deal of poor preaching and that earnest efforts should be made to 
remedy this condition." 

Quotations such as these might be multiplied; but this is hardly 
necessary, especially since the particulars of the eriticiRnl~ registered 
by these brethren will bc presented in another part of this symposium. 

E. J. FRlEDRICH. 

S)ie ~ItUlJtfdjrifteu 2ut~erS iu djrllullIllgifdjer mei~enflllge. 
!mit Wnmerfungen. 

(l)'Dttfetung.) 
1534. ,,~in ~rief D .. !m. Sl. bon feinem ~ud) ber ~infelmejfen." - iliefe 

fut3e i5d)tift (bon nut 29 lllatagra1J~en) betfabte 5.Jut~er in ben ~agen nad) hem 
10. 5J.Jliit3, unb fie erfd)ien in hemfeloen :;Sal)r in 3tvei iIlusgaoen bei ~ans Sluft 
in ~ittenberg f otvie in einet iIlusgabe bei ~unegunb ~ergotin in IJ'tlirnberg. 
Slut~er berteihigt jid) in bem offenen ~riefe gegen bas @etebe, aIS ~ieIte er es -
ober tvlitbe es mit bet :Bcit l)uHen - mit ben i5d)tviitmern ober i5aftaments~ 
feinben. ~t locift aUf bet dnen 6eite f)in aUf feine ~lid)et gegcn bic i5d)tviit~ 
met, anberericig aUf bicjenigen gegen hie l{la1Jiften. :;Sn l{laragru1Jf) 5 linbet fid) 
bie flare i5telie, bie acigt, bab bie l{lallifttn, "tvo fie l';~tifti Dtbnllng f)aften", 
nod) ein ~a1be5 i5aftament l)auen, "oli ell tvo~l aUein in e i 1t e t @eftaft gefd)ie~t, 
bennod) b~r rcd)te, tvaljte 5.Jcib l';l)tifti jei unb emllfangen lnetbe". ~et .\dall1Jt~ 
gebanfe ber l5d)tift licgt in bem i5n~e: ,,~ieraull fiinnt i~t 111(1)1 merten, bn\; iel) 
nid)t tviber bas i5aftamen±, fonbern tviiler bie !mejfe ftteite unb tvoUte gem bas 
15aframent bon bet 9Jleiie alio jd)eiben, bab bie !meffe augtunbc gingc unb bas 
i5alrament aUein nnb ol)ne 9Jlefje erl)alten tvlirbe oei (einen ~f)ren unb bei bet 
Drilnung unfet!l lichen ~~ttn :;S(l;fu l';l)tifti." (15t. Slouif et Wugave XIX, 1286 
liis 1299.) 

W n mer fun g. Untet ben iIluslegungen biefel'> :;Sa~res finh fonbetIid) 
3U ncnnen bie bes 101. l{lfalmil, bie in ben erften !monaten tvieber~olt etlD1i~nt 
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luirb unb beren :tItud ausgangs :;suni 3U ~ube tam; *) fobaun bie Illuslegung be~ 
90. \/lfaIms, bie abel' erft 1541 gebtudt luUtbe. !Bon gana befonberer lllHc9tigfeit 
ift bie statillC!)e, bali in biefem :;saf)re bie gan3e 'Sibe! in ber 53utf)erj"c9en fiber. 
iellung im :tIrucf 3U ~nbe gefuf,Jtt tlJurbc, ein 5illed bon monumentafer 'Sebeutung 
unb unbetec9enbarer stragtlJeite unb 5illic9tigieit. 

1535. /I~ine cinfiHtige !meife 3U beten." - :tIitle 5c9tift tlJirb allgemein 
in ben erften steH bes :;saf,Jres 1535 gefellt, abel' genaue :tIaten fiegen nic9t bot. 
5l)cr Untertite1 fautet: ,,!mie man beten foll.\"l'ur lJReiftet \/leter, 'Sarbierer." 
5l)ie 5c9tift ift cine !BorIage, naef) bel' jeber einfaHige [f)rift beim 'Seten bes 
!Baterunfers, bel' c3ef,Jn @ebote unb bel' brei Illrtitei fief) ric9ten fann. 53utf)er gibt 
bic ,ldatljltgebanren an, bie jebel' Irf)rift bei feincr Illnbae9t ~aben follte, tlJenn ex 
bieie &;laujJtftiide tagfic9 fur fic9 f,Jeroetet. ~S tlJare 3U tlJunicgen, bali bieie obet 
eine af)nHcge !Bottuge in engHfcger 5jJru.c9c eric9ienc, ba bide fc91ic9te Irf)riften 
ettlJas I5c9luierigteit f)aoen, fief) bie recf)ten @ebunien bei if)ret Illnbae9t 3urec9t. 
3ulegen. (15t. 530uifer Sllusgube X, 1394-1415.) 

1535. "irorm bet Orbination." - :tIies irormulur tlJirb ebenfulls in bas 
:;suf)r 1535 gefellt. ~s ift bie erj"te IllntlJeifung in ber lutf,Jerifcgen ~ircf)e, bie fur 
bas fatf,JoIifcge l5aframent ber \/lrieftertlJeif)e bie einfacge 3eremonie bet fitcf)ficgen 
Orbination einfett. (15t. 530uifer Illusgabe X, 1602-1605.) 

III n mer fun g. :;sn bie; em :;saf)r erf cf)ien auc9 53utf)ers Umarbeitung f eines 
@alalerfommenlars nac9 ben !Bor!eiungen Don 1531, bie fc90n im borigen :;saf,Jre 
immer luieber genannt tlJurbe. \lInd) o.egallll l!utf,Jer im :;saf)te 1535 leine @enef\s. 
bor!efung, bie er uber ein :;safJqcf)nt lang fortfel!te. 

1536 ,,\1lebe"-'"-, baU tvelt1icf)e Obtigf , , V" _ CBieberliiufern 
mit Leiblld)et 5itilfe 3U tlJ.e~ren.1! - SDiefe 15c:),~,i, trie in unfeter I!{usgabe lJRe. 
[and)tf,Jon 3ugefef)rieben tlJirb, tlJttb in neumr {lei! me~r aIS Illtoeit 53utf)ed an. 
gefe9en. 5illaf)rfef)einlic9 tlJaren oeibe 53ef)ter an bet Illrbeit beteHigt. ~ac9 'Sudy. 
tlJaI'o lIlar fie am 7. l5ejJtemoer 3um !Betfunb bereH. 5ie ioUte befonbers genau 
ftubierttlJerben, ba fie eine !Bermifc9un9 bon ~iref)e unb 5taat 3U befurtlJotten 
ic9eint. (15t. 530uifer Illusgalie XX, 1752-1757.) 

1536. ,,5illamungsfc9tift, fic9 bor lillinfeljJtebigern 3U f)uten. 1I - SDies ift 
eigentlic9 nut ein Qltief an 53oten3 Iraftner unb feine @efelfen 3U irteiberg, batiert 
11. iYcbtuat 1536. ~t ent~ii1t 3e!)n !j.\aragrajJf)en unb dne ~ac9fC[)rift. 150 lura 
bie I5c9tift ift, fo entf)iift fie bOc9 fef)r tlJic9tige @ebanten, namentIic9 uber irami. 
Henfommunion: ,,'SeHeibe lant euef) nicf)t bereben, bali ein ieg1icger ~austlJirt miige 
bas l5aframent in feinem ~aufe geben." (5t. 530uifer Illusgabe XX, 1758-1761.) 

III n mer i u n g. ~ine e~ege±ifcf)·e Illtbeit biefes :;saf)res, hie bon gana be. 
fonberer lillic9ttgfeit ift, ift ,,:tIer 23. \/lfalm, aUf elnen Illbenb fiber stifc9 aus. 
gelegt". (\\'ort[ei;lllng foIgt.) !j.\. ~. ~ ret man n. 

Outlines for Sermons on the 450th Anniversary 
of Luther's Birthday. 

1. 
J UDG. 2, 8-22. 

The celebration of the Festival of the Reformation in our Lu
theran churches is self-evidently linked up with the name of Martin 
Luther; for he was the instrument in the hand of God of restoring 
to His Ohurch the Word of God in its full truth and purity. This 

*) merfenbung CrfoIgie erf! am 17. ilJlara 1535. 


