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the existing Committee on Lutheran Unity was replaced by a seventy
member Commission for a New Lutheran Church. At their respective,
concurrent national conventions in August 1986, the three ELCA predeces
sor church bodies voted to adopt the necessary procedures to achieve their
own dissolution, to accept the constitution and bylaws of their new church,
and to implement the proposed agreement and plan for their merger.

1 The Concise Oxford Dictionary, 7th edition (Oxford: At the Clarendon Press), 634.
See also Langenscheidts Grofles Schulworterbuch Lateinisch-Deutsch, 5th ed. (Nordlingen: C.
H. Beck'sche Buchdruckerei), 741.

2 Lowell Almen, One Great Cloud of Witnesses (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress,
1997),9-12.

Mark D. Menacher
California.
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pastor of St. Luke's Lutheran Church in La Mesa,

indicative: "ELCA, wither goest thou." In the past twenty-five years,
whither have more than one million ELCA members gone and to what
depths has this merged, ecclesial corporation sunk to effect such an
exodus?
By most criteria of success, the ELCA is a failed merger. The ana
baptism of Lutheran terminology in the confluence of secular and religious

3 John Dart, "3 Lutheran Churches to Merge Into 4th Largest in Protestantism," The
Los Angeles Times, August 30, 1986. http:! jarticles.latimes.comj1986-08-30jlocal/me
14279_1_evangelical-Iutheran-churches (accessed November 21, 2013).
4 Dart, "3 Lutheran Churches to Merge into 4th Largest in Protestantism."
Preceding Solberg, W. Douglas Roth was also removed from the LCA's rolls the
previous year for similar political activism. An account of events from David Soul's
perspective is available at http:j jwww.davidsoul.comjthe-fighting-ministersj
(accessed November 21, 2013).

5 http:j jwww.elca.orgjWho-We-ArejOur-ThreeExpressionsj Churchwide
OrganizationjCommunication-ServicesjNews jResourcesjStats.aspx (accessed January
21,2013). These statistics change annually.

a divine mandate to reinterpret and subsume the terms gospel, church,
and unity under the principle of inclusivity. Unfortunately, the ELCA's
inclusivity is selectively inclusive. Preceding the constitution itself, in self
contradictory fashion, Article VIII of ELCA's Restated Articles of
Incorporation reads, "Except as otherwise provided in the Church's
Constitution, the Church shall have no members with voting rights ...
Members of congregations of the Church shall not, as such, have any
voting rights with respect to this corporation."? Taken together, the
6 Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions, Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, as adopted by the Constituting Convention of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in American in Columbus, Ohio, April 30, 1987, revised June 3, 1987, 23
(emphasis added; hereafter ELCA 1987 Constitution). Notably, the ELCA's constitution
has been amended at every churchwide assembly since it began operations in 1988. The
current version can be found at http://www.elca.org/~/media/Files/Who%20We%
20Are/Office%20of%20the%20Secretary/Constitutions/PDF/CBCR_2011_November.
pdf (accessed January 21, 2013). Subsequent references will be made to the original
constitution unless otherwise indicated.
7

ELCA 1987 Constitution, 12.

constitution be referring? Again, whereas the third article of the Nicene
Creed confesses belief in the "one, holy, catholic, apostolic church," the
ELCA's constitution describes the church to be "an inclusive fellowship,"
deriving "its character and powers both from the sanction and represen
tation of its congregations and from its inherent nature as an expression of
the broader fellowship of the faithful .... In length, it acknowledges itself
to be in the historic continuity of the communion of saints; in breadth, it
expresses the fellowship of believers and congregations in our day."u
Nothing in this self-referential description pertains to the work of the
Holy Spirit who through the gospel "calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanc
tifies the whole Christian church on earth and preserves it in union with
8

ELCA 1987 Constitution, 23, Chapter 5. Principles of Organization, 5.01.c.

9ELCA 1987 Constitution, 20, Chapter 2. Confession of Faith, 2.01-2.06.
10

ELCA 1987 Constitution, 20, Chapter 3. Nature of the Church, 3.01.

11

ELCA 1987 Constitution, 20, Chapter 3. Nature of the Church, 3.02; emphasis

added.

12 Martin Luther, "The Small Catechism," The Book of Concord, ed. Theodore G.
Tappert (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1959), 345 (hereafter BoC). See also Die
Bekenntnisschriften der Evangelisch-Lutherischen Kirche, 9th edition (Gottingen: Vanden
hoeck & Ruprecht, 1982), 511-512 (hereafter as BSLK).

13 BSLK, 58, "Solchen Glauben zu erlangen, hat Gatt das Predigtamt eingesetzt,
Evangelium und Sakrament geben, dadurch er als durch Mittel den heiligen Geist gibt,
welcher den Glauben, wo und wenn er will, in denen, so das Evangelium horen, wirket,
welches da lehret, daB wir durch Christus Verdienst, nicht durch unser Verdienst, ein
gradigen Gatt haben, so wir solchs glauben." Tappert's translation of Predigtamt as "the
office of the ministry" (BoC, 31), apparently reliant upon the Latin title De ministerio
ecclesiasico, does not represent the German in either letter or spirit as proclamation is
chiefly a word-event to invoke faith rather than a service activity of some sort.
14 ELCA 1987 Constitution, 48, Chapter 10. Ministry, paragraph 10.11.A87.b.1-2.
italics original. For a variety of reasons, some of which will become apparent, this para
graph has been deleted from this chapter which itself has been significantly modified
and moved, appearing now as Chapter 7.

15 When the ELCA proposes to study something, that often indicates intent to move
away from Scripture, the Lutheran Confessions, or both.

By the time the ELCA commenced operations on January 1, 1988, two
other broad ecumenical groups were well underway, the Consultation on
Church Union (COCU) in the U.S.A., founded in 1962, and the Leuenberg
Church Fellowship, established in 1973 by the Leuenberg Agreement, which
is today called the Community of Protestant Churches in Europe (CPCE),
with membership incidentally not confined to Europe. Of the ten COCU
churches, known since 2002 as Churches Uniting in Christ (CUlC), the
ELCA has, through bilateral agreements, declared itself in full communion
with five, namely the Presbyterian Church (USA), The Episcopal Church,
the United Church of Christ, the Moravian Church-Northern Province,
and the United Methodist Church. At its churchwide assembly in August

16 ELCA News Service, "Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue Completes Round
Ten" (04-084-FI), April 29, 2004. The full news release is available at http://www.
elca.org/ Who-We- Are/ Our-Three-Expressions / Churchwide-Organization/
Communication-Services/News/ Releases.aspx?SearchCriteria =Completes+ Round+Ten
#&&SearchCriteria=Completes+Round+Ten&a=5268 (accessed January 21,2013).

17 http:j jwww.elca.orgjWho-We-ArejOur-Three-ExpressionsjChurchwide
Organizationj Communication-Services j News j Releases.aspx ?Search Cri teria = %22
churches+uniting+in+Christ%22#&&SearchCriteria=CUIC&a=5262; (accessed January
21,2013).
18 See Mark D. Menacher, "Confusion and Clarity in Recent German Ecumenism,"
LOGIA: A Journal of Lutheran Theology 13, no. 2 (Eastertide 2004): 23-32.
19 The Formula of Agreement established full communion between the ELCA and
three Reformed churches, the Presbyterian Church (USA), the Reformed Church in
America, and the United Church of Christ in 1997. Tn 1999, the ELCA and the Episcopal
Church began their goal of full communion with the passage of Called to Common
Mission (CCM). In that same year it established full communion with the Moravian
Church via Following Our Shepherd to Full Communion (http:j j download.elca.orgj
ELCA %20Resource%20RepositoryjFollowin~Our_Shepherd_To_FuILCommunion.pd
f.pdf; accessed December 8, 2013). In 2009, the ELCA reciprocated a resolution passed
by the United Methodist Church in 2008 to establish full communion based on a
document titled Confessing Our Faith Together: A Proposal for Full Communion between the
ELCA and UMC (http:j jwww.gccuic-umc.orgjindex2.php?option=coffi_docman&task=
doc_view&gid=15&Iternid=235; accessed December 8, 2013).

communion with the Episcopal Church.
In order to make this quintessential, Episcopalian demand, stipulated
in the Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilaterial (1886/1888), appear to be
"confessionally Lutheran" enough to propose to the ELCA's 1999 church
wide assembly, Marty's drafting team engaged in what may arguably be
called the greatest act of deception ever cultivated by an ecclesial denom
ination in the history of North America. CCM paragraph 11 states,
"Historic succession" refers to a tradition which goes back to the
ancient church, in which bishops already in the succession install
newly elected bishops with prayer and ihe laying-on-of-hands. At
present, The Episcopal Church has bishops in this historic succession,
as do all the churches of the Anglican Communion, and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America at present does not, al
though some member churches of the Lutheran World Federation do.
The Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral of 1886/1888, the ecumenical
policy of The Episcopal Church, refers to this tradition as "the historic
episcopate." In the Lutheran Confessions, Article 14 of the Apology

Carl E. Braaten, neither Luther nor Melanchthon "nor the majority of
Lutheran theologians around the world and most of the seminary faculties
of the ELCA" saw any reason that lithe adoption of the episcopal office in
apostolic succession would contradict the Lutheran Confessions."22
Commenting on these developments and particularly on the ELCA's
2002 recommendation that its congregations no longer celebrate Refor
mation Day, Heike Schmoll of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, whose
journalistic prowess also helped bring the Joint Declaration to its knees in
Germany, observed in a Reformation Day editorial,
In the wake of their Anglicanization, the American Lutherans are on
the way from being a "confessional church," which is led by the con

20

The author is grateful to Pastor John Fahning for relaying his eyewitness account.

David Yeago, "Gospel and Church: Twelve Articles of Theological Principle amid
the Present Conflict in the ELCA," Lutheran Forum 34, no. 1 (Spring 2000),21-22.
21

22 Carl E. Braaten, "Episcopacy and the E.L.C.A.," dialog: A Journal a/Theology 39, no.
3 (Fall 2000), 220.

enough (ist genug, satis est) for the true unity of the church to agree con
cerning the pure teaching/ preaching of the gospel and the right admin
istration of the sacraments,26 the ELCA, in contrast and contradiction, has
knowingly utilized grand deception in order to conform its ordained
ministry to the dictates of the Anglican Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilaterial,
whose principles reflect the religious intolerance enshrined in the English
Parliament's 1662 Act of Uniformity. This Act, introduced during the
Restoration of the British monarchy, banished all non-episcopally ordained
ministers from the Church of England 27 and prescribed them to be treated
23 Heike Schmoll, "Kommentar-Die Wahrheit des Protestantismus," Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung 253 (October 30/31, 2003): 1; author's translation.
24 See Mark D. Menacher, "Called to Common Mission-A Lutheran Proposal?"
LOGIA: A Journal of Lutheran Theology 11, no. 1 (Epiphany 2002): 21-28.
25 See Mark D. Menacher, "Ten Years after JDDJ the Ecumenical Pelagianism
Continues," LOGIA: A Journal afLutheran Theology 18, no.3 (Holy Trinity 2009): 27-45.

26

BSLK, 61; BoC, 32.

27

Menacher, "Called to Common Mission-A Lutheran Proposal?," 25-26.

28 See John T. Wilkinson, 1662-And After: Three Centuries of English Nonconformity
(London: The Epworth Press, 1962), 218-219.
29

Bylaw 7.31.17 passed by the ELCA's 2001 Churchwide Assembly reads:

"Ordination in Unusual Circumstances. For pastoral reasons in unusual circumstances, a

synodical bishop may provide for the ordination by another pastor of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America of an approved candidate who has received and accepted
a properly issued, duly attested letter of call for the office of ordained ministry. Prior to
authorization of such an ordination, the bishop of the synod of the candidate's first call
shall consult with the presiding bishop as this church's chief ecumenical officer and
shall seek the advice of the Synod Council. The pastoral decision of the synodical bishop
shall be in accordance with the policy developed by the Division or Ministry, reviewed
by the Conference of Bishops, and adopted by the Church Council." See 2001 Pre
Assembly Report to the Congregations (Chicago: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
2001),81.
30 See Dorothea Wendebourg, "Zur Entstehungsgeschichte dey »Gemeinsame
Erklarung«," ZeitschriJt fiir Thcologie und Kirche 10 (December 1998): 140-206.

31 Johannes Wallmann, "Die Demontage einer fast fertigen Briicke: inwiefern die
»Gemeinsame Erklarung zur Rechtfertigungslehre« gescheitert ist," Berliner TIleologische
Zeitschrift 18 (2001), 172-173, especially note 2. Wallmann reports that the Official

32 See Wallmann, "Die Demontage einer fast fertigen Brucke," 184, and also Wilfred
Harle, "Lutherische Formeln-tridentinisch interpretiert," http://www.w-haerle.de/
texte/Lutherische_Formeln.pdf (accessed November 21, 2013).

33 For a fuller discussion, see Reinhard Brandt, "Der okumenische Dialog nach der
Unterzeiehnung der Erklarung zur Rechtfertigungslehre und nach Dominus Iesus-Ein
Oberblick uber strittige Aspekte aus lutherischer Sieht," in Konsensdruck ohne
Perspektiven?, ed. Uwe Rieske-Braun (Leipzig: EvangelischeVerlagsanstalt, 2001), 11-13,
29-32.

34 Not mentioned in the cover letter of Dr. Noko, general secretary of the LWF at
that time, the impetus for the development of JDDJ arose as early as 1986, after the
publication of the study Lehrverurteilungen - kirchentrennend? I Rechifertigung, Sakramente
und Amt im Zeitalter der Reformation und heute, ed. Karl Lehmann and Wolfhart
Pannenberg (Freiburg: Herder / Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1986), in English
as The Condemnations of the Refomwtion Era: Do They Still Divide? (Minneapolis: Fortress,
1990). In light of this study, the executive committee of the LWF desired a translation of
this work into English to initiate a similar process amongst LWF member churches.
When this was delayed, in 1993 the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
suggested an alternative plan to prepare by 1997 an official declaration that the six
teenth-century condemnations between Lutherans and Roman Catholics no longer
applied. This plan was adopted by the LWF Council. See Wendebourg, "Zur
Entstehungsgeschichte der ... , "148-149.

"catholic" tradition such as the concept of bishops in historic succession, reject
purgatory. See Article XXII of the Thirty-Nine Articles in the Book of Common Prayer . ..
According to the Use of the Episcopal Church (New York: The Church Hymnal Corporation,
1979),872.
37 Brandt, "Der i.ikumenische Dialog ... " 16-18,24. Brandt refers to those who hold
to the common statements in JDDJ as "Kryptotridentisten." Brandt also cites Bishop
Walter Kasper to support the notion that only those who adhere to the common
statements in JDDJ are not anathematized by the Council of Trent. In a similar way, §44
of the 1995 draft of JDDJ states, "Nothing is thereby taken away from the seriousness of
the condemnations related to the doctrine of justification. They did not simply or
altogether miss the point. Where the basic consensus is not adhered to they still apply
today."
38 Available on the ELCA website at: http://www.elca.org/-/media/Files/
Who%20We%20Are/Ecumenical%20and%20Inter%20Religious%20Relations/Hope%20
of%20Eternal%20Life.pdf (accessed January 21, 2013).
39 ELCA News Service, "ELCA, Vatican leaders meet." February 22, 2012, 12-08
MRC available at; http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/
Churchwide-Organization/Communication Services/News/Releases.aspx?Search
Criteria=elca %2c+vatican+ leaders#&&SearchCriteria=elca %2c+vatican+ leaders&a=
5268 (accessed January 21, 2013).

III. The False Gospel of Socio-Political Activism
The ELCA's socio-political activism creates, arguably, the greatest
controversy in and for the ELCA because such activism is the least
theological or most pseudo-theological or perhaps simply a-theological
40 The Hope of Eternal Life, 60 §23; emphasis added. Luther in the Smalcald Articles
states, "Finally, it is nothing other than simply the devil [nichts denn eitel Teufel], for [the
pope] above and against God to advance his lies about masses, purgatory, monastic life
and one's own works and divine service (which are then the papacy proper) ... " (BSLK
432, 5-7; author's translation). Tappert's translation of eitel Teufel as "most diabolical"
(BoC, 301) does not adequately communicate in this context the concept of lies
originating from the devil. In either case, the phrase "deeply antagonistic to that
evangelical proclamation" hardly reflects understanding purgatory either as "most
diabolical" or as a papal lie of the devil.

41 1he Hope of Eternal Life, 70 §270; emphasis added. That the ELCA does not find
purgatory, understood as a papal lie of the devil, to be "inherently contrary to the
gospel" is rather striking.
42 Lutheran World Information (LWI), September 2005, 19. http://www.lutheran
world.org/WhaCWe_Do/OCS/LWI-2005-PDF/LWI-200509-EN-low.pdf(accessed
January 21, 2013); emphasis added.

devil himself.44
4'\ In addition to Luther's famous appearance at the Imperial Diet at Worms, for
example, see also Luthers Werke, Kritische Gesamtausgabe, ed. J. F. K. Knaake, et al.
(Weimar: Bohlaus 1883f£), 12:335, 17-23 (hereafter WA): "Now if an emperor or a king
would ask me what my faith might be, I should tell it to him, not because of his
command but because I am obliged to confess my faith publicly before anyone. If,
however, he continued and wanted to cOllU11and that I should believe in this or that
way, I shall say, 'Dear Lord, look after your own worldly reign. You have no authority
to touch God in his kingdom. Therefore, I will not obey you at all'" (author's trans
lation).

44 "I must always drum in, grind in, drive in, and wedge in such difference between
the two kingdoms, whether it is written or spoken so often as to be irksome. For the
vexatious devil also never ceases to cook and to brew these two kingdoms into one
another. In the name of the devil, the secular lords always want to teach and master
Christ, how he should run his church and the spiritual regiment. Likewise, the false
parsons and the fractious agitators always want, not in God's name, to teach and control
how one shall order the secular regiment. Thus, the devil is so very intemperate on both
sides and has much to do. May God bridle him, amen, if we are worthy." W A 51:239,
22-30 (1534/35); author's translation.

itself on the notion of love. After quoting Matthew 22:36-40, that the great
est commandments involve loving God and one's neighbor, the document
continues, "This social statement addresses the question: how do we
understand human sexuality within the context of Jesus' invitation to love
God and love our neighbor (Romans 13:9-10; Galatians 5:14)?"47 Further
on, with reference to the kingdom on the left, the social statement explains,
Lutherans understand that God's law, in its civil use, permeates and
undergirds basic structures of human society to support life and pro
45 Mark S. Hanson, Message to Rostered Leaders, August 22, 2009, available at
http:j jwww.eica.orgjWhat-We-BelievejSocial-IssuesjSocial-StatementsjJTF-Human
Sexuality jMessage-to-Rostered-Leaders.aspx (accessed January 21,2013).
46 http:j jwww.eica.orgjWhat-We-BelievejSocial-IssuesjSocial-Statements!JTF
Human-Sexuality.aspx#Table%200f%20Content (accessed January 21, 2013).

47 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, A Social Statement on Human Sexuality:
Gift and Trust, available at http:j jwww.eica.orgj-jmediajFilesjWhat%20We%
20BelievejSociai %20Issuesj sexuality jHuman%20Sexuality %2OSociai %20Statement.pdf
(accessed January 21, 2013); emphasis added.

have apparently failed to fathom is how deceptively vacuous the concept
of "publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relation
ships" actually is. Purely logistically, if the ELCA has put itself in the
same-sex" marriage" business, then the ELCA must also obligate itself to
conduct, record, and certify all such "weddings" as would any state or
national government. So, what provision has the ELCA made for
overseeing its same-sex "marriages" on either a synodical or national
basis? Similarly, if the ELCA has put itself in the same-sex "marriage"
business, then it is also obliged to be in the same-sex fidelity and, if
necessary, divorce business. So, how is the ELCA to oversee the state of,
and if necessary, the dissolution of its same-sex "marriages"?
More critically, if the ELCA does not undertake this pseudo-statutory
obligation required of itself, then any and every such ELCA same-sex

48 A

Social Statement all Human Sexuality, 7 (notes in parentheses are original).

49 A Social Statement on Human Sexuality, 18.
50 A

Social Statement on Human Sexuality, 32.

self. Viewed from this perspective, both homosexual orientation and
homosexual expression arguably represent a highly concentrated and yet
extremely animalistic form of narcissism. By granting to homosexuals its
full, institutional legitimacy to be accountable effectively only to them
selves, the ELCA has merely proffered to homosexuals what it already
grants to itself. Unbridled narcissistic love is the antithesis of kenotic
divine love.
Viewed comprehensively, whether the testimony of Scripture or the
witness of the Lutheran Confessions, whether the rigor of intellectual
integrity or the demands of basic honesty, whether the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God, or the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (2 Cor
13:14), nothing in all creation seems able to separate the ELCA from being
51 Notably, the ELCA's social statement does not address or discuss the topic of
homosexuality as a term, thus sidestepping the issue altogether.
52 "Eiiciunt gemmam Christum, et dicunt eam gemmam esse charitatem." "The jewel
Christ is cast out, but they say it is the gem of charity." WA 40, 1: 165, 5-6; editor's
translation.

see them, and is directed only toward itself .... [This nature] sets it
self in the place of all other things, even in the place of God, and seeks
only those things which are its own and not the things of God. There
fore it is its own first and greatest idol. Second, it makes God into an
idol and the truth of God into a lie, and finally it makes idols of all
created things and of all gifts of God.
Further,
This is spiritual fornication, iniquity, and a terrible curving in on itself
[fornicatio spiritualis et iniquitas et curuitas nimia valde]. Therefore, this
wisdom is not a light, but it can much better be called darkness,
53 See Response to "Request for CTCR Opinion Concerning Continued Eligibility of
an Inactive Emeritus Member Under Article VI of the Constitution of The Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod," 3, available at: www.lcms.org/Document.fdoc?src=lcm&
id=259 (accessed January 21, 2013).
54 Luther's Works, American Edition, 55 vols., ed. J. Pelikan and H. Lehmann (Saint
Louis and Philadelphia: Concordia and Fortress, 1955-1987), 25:345; (hereafter AE); WA
56:356,1-9.

socio-political depravity, all in the name of God. At this juncture, the only
creedal formulation credible for the ELCA to confess would be that, like
itself, which has no direct biblical foundation, namely, descended into
hell."
/I

However, all is not lost. The ELCA News Service may soon be
reporting that the ELCA has recycled its Lutheran roots, is entering another
round of ecumenical dialogue, and will continue to circumscribe Scripture
and Lutheran Confessions to revolutionize post-Christian society-soli ELCA
gloria.

55

AE 25:346-347; WA 56:356, 18-357, 17.
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AE 25:291; W A 56:304, 23-29.

