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FOREWORD 
This popular guide was written at the request of some brethren 

tn the ministry who desired especially for the instruction of adult 
catechumens a short, but at the same time comprehensive statement 
of the principal teachings of our Church together with a refutation 
of the erroneous doctrines taught by others. Thia statement is found 
in Part I of the book, whUe Part II offers a concise description of 
some of the most prominent denominations and cults in our country. 

The purpose of the book -ls, in the main, to assist our young 
people in appreciating the great difference between the confessional 
Lutheran Church and such denominations as do not teach the Word 
of God in its truth and purity, or as have rejected tt altogether. At 
this time of Unionism, spiritual lnditrerence, and downright rejection 
of the truth of God's Holy Word that ditrerence ought to be known 
and streBSed, so that our Lutheran people may by the grace of God "ear
nestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints." 
Jude 3. 

The writer wishes to acknowledge bis indebtedness to various pop
ular and learned treatises on the subject, as also to the excellent edi· 
tion by Dr. L. Fuerbringer of Guenther's "Symbolik", which with a 
number of other books he used in preparing this work. 

May our Saviour's blessings rest upon this testimony of the truth, 
which the author wishes to dedicate to our pastors and teachers, our 
Sunday-school workers and Walther Leaguers, and to all to whom 
God's Word is P,recious. May it encourage many to search the Holy 
Scriptures, the sole source, norm and rule of the Christian faith, more 
diligently, that they may continue In Christ's Word and know the truth. 
John 8: 31, 32. 

St. Louts, Mo. 
July 17, 1926. 

John Theodore Mueller. 

FOREWORD TO THE SECOND EDITION 
For various reasons both the author and the publisher deemed it 

advisable to leave this Uttle guide just as it appeared in its first 
edition. Only such changes as were necessary have been made, and all 
statistical matters have been revised up to date. 

The writer has been assured that the booklet has been of consider
able help to many pastors and teachers. For the service which it has 
thus rendered praise la l).erewlth given to the divine s·avtour, whose 
cause alone it should serve. May God's blessings rest upon it also in 
the future! 
St. Louis, Mo. John Theodore Mueller. 
July 31, 1931. 
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FOREWORD TO nm mmD EDIDON 
When a new edition of this uttle work became necessary, it waa 

found that prevalUng circumstances made it advisable not to change 
Part I, which presents the doctrine of the Lutheran and other churches. 
Part II, however, which presents a description of the various churches, 
historical and doctrinal, was entirely re-written and brought up.to-date. 
It also has been greatly enlarged, and the subject matter ls presented 
from a new approach. The writer wishes to express his Indebtedness 
to the official U. S. Census Report on Religious Bodies, "Comparative 
Symbolics," and the "Yearbook of American Churches" (1943). 

May God's blessings rest upon this guide, as it has been blessed by 
Him in the pa.st. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
March 18, 1945. John Theodore Muener. 

PART I 

Doctrine 

I. OF TIIE HOLY SCRIPTURES 

WE BELIEVE (a) that the Holy Scriptures in contradistinction 
to all other writings in the world are the Word of God, because the 
holy writers wrote them not of their own accord, but by inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost; (b) that since the Holy Scriptures are the Word 
of God, no errors or contradictions of any kind are found in them, 
but they are throughout infalUble troth; ( c) that the Holy Scrip
tures are the only f O'lllf£tain. from which all doctrine taught in the 
Church must be drawn, and the only infallible standard and rvl~ 
by which all doctrines and teachings must be estimated. 

a) 2 Tim. 3, 16-17. All Scripture ls given by inspiratiofl of God, 
and ls profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness; that the man of God may be pertect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works. 

2 Pet. 1, 21. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man; but hol71 men of God spake as the11 were moved by the Hol11 
Ghost. 

b) John 10, 35b. The Scripture cannot be broken. 
John 17, 17. Sanctify them through Thy truth. Thy Word iB truth. 
c) Eph. 2, 20. And are built upon the founootton of the apostles 

and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Corner.stone. 
1 Pet. 4, 11. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God. 
John 5, 39. Search the Scriptures, for In them ye think 11e have 

eternal life; and they are they which testify of Me. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
NOTJI: Since to-day many churches have either given up their former 

confee11lons, or do not regard them as blndinc, It La difficult In many caeea 
lo determine just what the various denomlnatloru, proteas. 

1. That also the apocryphal books and the ''traditions of the 
fathers" are the source e.nd norm of faith: Roman Catholic Church, 
Ee.stern Catholic Church. Deut. 4: 2; Luke 16, 27; John 8, 31. 32. 

2. That also "new revelations" are the fountain and standard 
of faith: Modem Sectarian churches; Salvation Army, Mor
mons ( revelations in the Book of Mormon), Quakers ( revelations 

-6-



through the inner light of the Spirit), Shakers (special revelations 
to .Ann Lee), Swedenborgians ( special revelations to Swedenborg), 
Spiritists ( new revelations from the spirit world), Christian Scien
tists (Mrs. Mary Baker G. Eddy's "Science and Health"), Christian 
Oath. Church in Zion ( or Dowieites). Heb. 1, 1. 2; Gal. 1, 8; 
Matt. 28, 19. 20; 2 Tim. 3, 15-17; Luke 16, 31. 

3. That the Holy Scriptures are the fountain and standard 
of faith only so far as they agree with reason: Unitarians, Univer
salists, Rationalists, Modernists, etc. 1 Cor. 1, 21; Col. 2, 8; 2 Cor. 
10, 5; 1 Cor. 2, 4, 5, 14. 

4. That the Holy Scriptures are not the Word of God, but 
merely ccmtain the Word of God: Unitarians, Rationalists, Quakers, 
modern Sectarian churches. Matt. 5, 18, 19. 

5. That not all that is contained in the Scriptures is inspired, 
but that the holy writers were liable to error: Unitarians, Rational
ists, Spiritists, Swedenborgians, Campellites. modem Sectarian 
churches. Heb. 4, 12; John 12, 48; G11l. G, 16. 

6. That the Holy Scriptures are incomplete: Roman Catholic 
Church, Eastern Catholic Church, Shakers, Mormons; that they are 
obscure and require the interpretation of the Church (Roman 
Catholic Church, Eastern Catholic Church) ; or of the inner light 
( Quakers, Mennonites) ; or of Christian Science ( Christian Scien
tists); or of man's reason (Campbellites, Unitarians, Universaliets, 
¾-m.inians, Modernists). Pe. 119, 105. 130; 2 Cor. 4, .3. 4; John 
20, 31; John 5, 39. 

7. That the Holy Scriptures are in themselves wuhout power 
to quicken and convert sinners: Quakers, Calvinistic Churches, 
Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Methodists, Campbellites, Mod
ernists. John 6, 63; Rom. 1, 16; James 1, 21; John 17, 20. 

8. That the reading of the Holy Scriptures by the laity must 
be forbidden: Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Catholic Church. 
Matt. 23, 13; 1 Thess. 5, 27; John 5, 39; 2 Tim. 3, 15. 

NOTE: Many ot these te.Lse doctrines are tauiiht al.ao within other de
nomJnatlons. Our age Is raUonalistlc, and only !ew churches to-day teach 
Ute doctrine ot verbal and plll!IG'l/ Inspiration. 
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II. OF THE NATURAL J{NOWLEDGE OF GOD 
WE BELIEVE (a) that all men!have by nature a natural knowl

edge of God; (b) that this natura;. knowledge is obtained not only 
from God's works in nature, but hlso from man's own conscience 
since God has written the Law in his heart; ( c) but that this nat
ural knowledge is not sufficient to salvation. 

a) Rom. 1, 18-20. For the wrath ot God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness or men, who hola the 
truth in unrighteousness; because that wh-ich may be known of God. is 
manifeat in them; tor God hath ahowea it unto them. For the invisible 
things of Him from the creation or the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are wtthotct excuse. 

b) Rom. 2, 14, 15. For when the Gentues, which have not the law, 
do by nature the things contained In the law, these, having not the 
law, are a Jaw unto themselves, which show the work of the Jaw torit
ten in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else excusing one another. 

c) Rom. 10, 17. So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of Goa. 

John 17, 3. And this is life eternal, that they mfght know Thee, 
the only true Ood, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent. 

Acts f, 12. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there ls 
none other na-me under heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved. 

er. Eph. 2, 11, 12; Rom. 16, 25; 1 Cor. 1, 18-30. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That man by nature is without a natural knowledge of 

God: Unitarians, Mormons. Acts 17, 27; Pe. 94, 9; Ps. 19, 1-3. 
2. That man can be saved through his natural knowledge, 

without the revealed knowledge of the Gospel: Quakers, Arminians, 
Unitarians, Universalists, Swedenborgians, Salvation Army, Cal
vinistic Churches, Modernists, John 1, 18; John 17, 3. 

NOTB: This error ,is very common, and It la spread also by Lodiiery, 
whoae sloiran It le that anyone Is saved who doe• as much good as he can. 
Modern Liberalism has done much to spread this error. 

ID. OF GOD 
WE BELIEVE (a) the sublime article of the Holy Trinity, that 

is, that the one true God is Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, three dis
tinct persons, of the same divine essence, equal in power, in eter
nity, and in majesty, because each person possesses the one divine es
sence entire; (b) that since this article of faith is fundamental, 
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all teachers and denominations that deny the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity are outside the Christian Church and have no hope of 
salvation. 

a.) 1 Cor. 8, 4. There is none other (}Qd, but one. 
Matt . .28, 19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father, and of the 8on, and of the Hol71 Ghost. 
John 10, 30. I (Jesus) and M71 Father are one. 
b) 1 John .2, .23. Whosoever tlenieth the Bon, the same hath not 

the Father: but he that acknowledgeth the Son, hath the Father also. 
This condemns Lodgery. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That God is a material being, and not a Spirit: Mormons, 

Seventh Day Adventists. John 4, 24. 
2. That God is not the only eternal Being, but there are 

other eternal beings besides God: U nitariane, Mormons. Pe. 90, 2; 
Rom. 11, 36. 

3. That God does not know all things that will happen: 
Unitarians. Heb. 4, 13; Pe. 139, 1-4. 

4. That God is not omnipresent: Unitarians, Arminians, 
Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists. Acts 17, 27. 28; Isa. 6, 3. 

5. That God is not triune: Unitarians, Universalists, Sweden
borgians, Christian Church (General Convention), Quakers, Mor
mons, Shakers, Seventh Day Adventists, Spiritists, Christian Scien
tists, Modernists. 

NOTB: Also many teacher• In Calvlnlatlc churches to-day deny the Holy 
Trinity, especlally among the Co~egatlonaUsts. 

6. That the Son is not true and very God, of the same divine 
essence with the Father and the Holy Ghost: Arminians, Unitari
ans Universalists, Swedenborgians, Christian Church (General Con
ven'tion), Quakers, Mormons, Shakers, Seventh Day Adventists, 
Spiritists, Russellites, Christian Scientists, Modernists, Lodgery. 
John 10, 30; John 14,_ 9; John 20, 28; Rom. 9, 5; 1 John 5, 20; 
John 5, 23; 1 John 2, 23. 

7. That the Holy Ghost is not true and very God, of the 
same divine essence with the Father and Son: Arminians, U nitari
ans, Universalists, Swedenborgians, Campbellites, Quakers, Mor
mons, Shakers, Seventh Day Adventists, Spiritiste, Christian Sci
entists Modernists. Acts 5, 3. 4; 1 Cor. 3, 16; 2 Cor. 13, 13. , 

-8-

8. That the Holy Spirit does not proceed from the Son as 
well as from the Father: Eastern Catholic Church, Irvingites, Old 
Catholics, Moravian Brethren. John 15, 26; Gal. 4, 6; John 16, 
14. 15. 

NOTll: Modernlatll, or Ltberallsts, are ratlonallstll, who do not believe 
the Bible, but follow their bllnd reason. The Sectarian churches to-day are 
full of Modernl8t.s. Their errors are not modern, but very old. 

IV. OF THE ANGEIS 
WR BELIEVE (a) that the foremost among the invisible crea

tures are the angels; (b) that the good angels are holy spirits, al
ready confirmed in their bliss, and of great power, who praise God, 
carry out His commands, and serve mankind; (c) that the evil 
angels are fallen spirits, forever rejected, who are the declared ene
mies of God and man, and endeavor to destroy the works of God. 

a) Pe. 103, 20, .21. Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in 
strength, that do Hi& commandment&, hearkening unto the 110ice of 
His Word. BleBS ye the Lord, all ye His hosts; ve ministers of Hts 
that do Hi& pleasure. 

b) Heb. 1, 14. Are they not all ministering Bf)"irits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation, 

Matt. 25, 31. When the Son or man shall come in His glory, and 
all the holy angel& with Him, then shall He sit u:pon the throne of His 
glory. 

Ps. 91, 11, 12. For He shall give His angels charge over thee, to 
keep thee in all th71 wa71s. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest 
thou dash thy root againat a atone. 

c) Jude 6. And the angels which kept not their ft.r,t estate, but 
left their own habitation, He hath reserved in everlasting chains, under 
darkness, unto the judgment or the great day. 

Eph, 6, 12. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, againat spiritual wickedness in high places. 

1 Pet. 5, 8. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adveraarv the devil, 
as a roaring Hon, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour. 

WE REJECT as unecriptural the following teachings: 
1. That angels are spirits of departed men: Swedenborgians, 

Spiritists. John 8, 44. 
2. That -the good angels are departed spirits that have risen 

to a higher plane of development, while the evil angels are unholy 
and unhappy departed spirits: Mormons, Spiritiste. Matt. 25, 41; 

· 1 Pet. 5, 8; Jude 6. 
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3. That the a.ngels possess sex: Shakers, Mormons. Matt. 
22, 30. 

4. That the a.ngels are the thoughts and communications of 
God to man: Christian Science. See passages above. 

5. That there is no personal devil: Christian Scientists, Spir
itists, Unitarians, Swedenborgiane, Universalists. See passages 
above. 

NOTII:: All Modernlats deny the existence of a personal devll, and claim 
that the word "devil" simply stands for "evil." 

V. OF CREATION 
WE BELIEVE (a) that God created heaven and earth in thE 

manner and time recorded in the Holy Scriptures, namely, by His 
almighty Word and in six days; (b) and that since man was not 
present when it pleased God to create the world, the only reliable 
information we have of this event is God's own report which we 
have in the Bible. 

a and b) Gen. 1, 1. In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth. Cf. 9en. 1, 31: "The sixth day." Ex. 20, 11: "In six days." 

Heb. 11, 3. Through faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the Word of God, so that things which are seen were not 
made of things which do appear. 

Ps. 115, 3. But our God is ln the heavens; He hath clone what110-
ever He hath pleased. 

Col. 1, 16. For by Him were all things createct, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or power: all things were created by 
Him, and for Hit11,. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural every doctrine, by which the divine 
work of creation as revealed in Scripture is denied or limited, as 
this is done by all who teach that the world has evolved out of itself 
in immense periods of time: Evolutionists. Ps. 33, 6; John 1, 1-3; 
Pe. 148, 5. 

NOTB: Most Sectarian preachers to-day · accept the pernicious error of 
Evolution, though some favor tluriatio Evolution. This, however, 11 a.a un
scrlptural as ls atheiatic Evolution. 

VI. OF MAN AND THE IMAGE OF GOD 
WE BELIEVE that God created our first parents neither like 

brutes, nor morally neutral, nor merely capable of development, but 
in His own image, that is, in true knowledge of God and in perfect 
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righteousness a.nd holiness, and endowed with a truly scientific 
knowledge of nature. 

Gen. 1, 26, 27. And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness ••• So God created man in His own image, in the image 
of God created He him. 

Eph. ,, 2,. And that ye pu.t on the new man, which after (}od ts 
created in righteousness an.ct true holiness. 

Col. 3, 10. And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of .flim that created him. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the :following teachings: 
1. That the image of God consists essentially in the fr,, will 

of man and the dominu:m of his reason over his desires; also that 
the original righteousness was not a part of the image o:f God, but 
an additional gift: Roman Catholic Church. Eph. 4, 24; Col. 3, 10. 

2. That the image of God does not consist in concreated 
righteousness and holiness, but in man's dominion over the crea
tures of the earth: Roman Catholic Church, Unitarians, Arminians, 
Rationalists. See passages above. 

3. That man originally had no concreated righteousness, but 
by his own power developed in himself the image of God : Sweden
borgians. See passages above. 

4. That Adam was indeed inn<>cent, but not perfectly holy: 
Adventists. Gen. 1, 26. 27. See also passages above. 

6. That man was not created in the image of God, a.nd that 
there is no essential difference between man and the brute: Rus
sellites, Evolutionists, Modernists. See passages quoted above. 

6. That the body of man became immortal only by special 
divine grace: Roman Catholic Church. Gen. 2, 17. 

7. That the body of man was created mortal: Unitarians, 
Arminians, Rom. 5, 12; Rom. 6, 23. 

8. That not only the body, but also the soul of man was cre
ated mortal: Seventh Day Adventists. Gen. 2, 17; Rom. 6, 23; 
Matt. 10, 28. . 

9. That man is truly immortal even after the fall: Christian 
Scientists. See passages above. 

NOTII: The tmace of God, In the proper sense of the term, consists In 
true knowled&'e of God, holiness, and rtghteouane11. 
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VII. OF SIN 

WE BELIEVE (a) that sin entered into the world by the fall of 
our first parents; (b) that by this fall not only our first parents, 
but also all their natural descendants have lost their original right
eousness; ( c) that therefore all men are by nature dead in sin and 
children of wrath; ( d) that men cannot, by any efforts of their own, 
or any good works, progress, or cultpre become reconciled to God 
and overcome death and damnation; (e) but that all men are 
saved by grace through faith in Christ Jesus, the divine Redeemer 
of the world. 

a) Gen. 3, 1-7. Now the ,erpent was more subtle than any beaBt 
of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the 
woman, Yea, bath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the gar
den? And the woman said onto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees of the garden: but of the fruit of the tree which ts in the 
midst of the garden, God hath said: Ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, 
Ye ,hall not nrely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened.; and ye ,hall be as god8, know· 
ing good and evil. 

1 John 3, 8. He that committeth sin u of the devil; for the devU 
sinneth from the 'beginning. 

James 1, 13, 14. Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any 
man: but every man is tempted when he ls drawn away of hiB own lu8t, 
and enticed. 

b and c) Epb. 2, 1-3. And you hath He quickened, who were 11.ead 
in trespasses and. Bin,· wherein in times past ye walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the p0wer of the air, the 
spirit that now worketh tn the children of disobedience: among whom 
also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and 10ere by nature 
the children of wrath, even as other,. 

Gen. 8, 21. The imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth. 
John 3: 6-7. Except a man be 'born of toater and of the Spirl.t, he 

cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh, 
,s flesh,· and that which is borne of the Spirit is spirit. Man,el not 
that I said unto thee, Ye must be born agatn. 

d) Rom. 7, 18. For I know that in me, (that is, in my fleah), 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; bot how to per
form that which is good I find not. 

James 2, 10. For whosoever shall keep the 1011.ole la10, and yet 
offend in one point, he is pilty of all. 
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2 Cor. 3, 5. Not that we are sufficient of oursel11e8 to think any
thing, as of ourselves; but our sutficieri,ey is of God.. 

e) Rom. 3, 28. Therefore we conclude that a man is jtutifted by 
faith without the deeds of the law. 

Rom. 8, 1. There ts, therefore, now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not atter the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. 

Rom. 5, 11H8. And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: 
for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of 
many offences unto justification. For if by one man's offence death 
reigned, bv one,· much mote they which receive abundance of grace, 
and of the gift of righteousness, shall reign In life by one, Jesus Chriat. 
Therefore, as by the Offence of one judgment came upon all men tai 
condemnations; even so 'bv the righteOtUJness of one the free gift came 
upon all unto justitrcatton of life. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That God so created man that he had t-0 M: Calvinistic 

Churches. Ps. 5, 5; John 3, 16; 1 John 2, 16. 
2. That the sin of our first parents consisted in the trans 

gression of the command of chastity: Shakers, Christian Israelites. 
Gen. 3, 6. 

3. That the Scriptural account of the fall of man is not an 
actual historical report but an allegory: Swedenborgians, Modern
ists. Rom. 5, 12; 1 Cor. 15, 21, 22; 2 Cor. 11, 3. 

4. That original sin is not the total depravity of the whole 
human nature, but only a weakening of the free will and the loss of 
the additional gifts of grace: Roman Catholic Church, Eastern 
Catholic Church. John 3, 5, 6 ; Eph. 2, 1; Rom. 3, 23. 

5. That there is no original sin, and that human nature has 
not been entirely corrupted and perverted by original sin: Unitari
ans, Free Protestants, Arminians, Swedenborgians, Campbellites, 
Adventists, Modernists. Rom. 7, 18; Gen. 8, 21; Rom. 5, 12. 

6. That there is no sin in the true sense of the word: Chris
tian Scientists. See passages above. 

7. That concupiscence, that is, all evil lusts and desires in 
the regenerate are not sin: Roman Catholic Church. Rom. 7, 7; 
Gal. 5, 17 ; James 1, 15. 

8. That Mary was not conceived and born in sin: Roman 
Catholic Church. John 3, 6; Job 14, 4; Luke 1, 46, 47. 
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9. That on account of Adam's sin man has not become sub
ject to the wrath and condemnation of God: Unitarians, Arminians, 
Mennonites, Quakers, Shakers, Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists, 
U niversalists, Free Prot.estants, Swedenborgians, Modernists. Eph. 
2, 3; Gen. 2, 17; Rom. 5, 12. 

10. That some sins are in themselves venial while others are 
in themselves mortal: Roman Catholic Church, East.em Catholic 
Church, Socinians, Arminians. James 2, 10; Gal. 3, 10; Matt. 5, 
18.19. 

11. That children are without actual sin: Unitarians, Camp
bellites, Mormons, Adventists, Free Will Baptists, Arminians, 
Mennonit.es, Modernists. Gen. 6, 5; Pe. 68, 3; Isa. 48, 8. 

12. That some sins are punished only t.emporally and not 
eternally: Roman Catholic Church. Deut. 27, 26; Gal. 3, 10; Matt. 
12, 36. 

13. That man, in spite of the fall, has ret.ained his free will 
and also some power to do good : Roman Catholic Church, East.em 
Catholic Church, Arminians, Methodists, Evangelical .Afleociation, 
Unit.ed Evangelical Church, Moravians, Campbellites, Presbyt,eri
ans, Mennonit.es, Free Will Baptists, Unit.arians, Free Prot.estants, 
Universalists, Swedenborgians, Spiritists, Quakers, Shakers, Mor
mons, Seventh Day Adventists. 2 Cor. 3, 6; Eph. 2, 1; Rom. 3, 
11. 12. 

NOTm: To-da.y the Scrlptura.l doctrine or orlclna.l sin Is i:-enera.lly denied 
by modern Sectarian churches, which are thorouchlY corrupted by ratlona.1-
lsm. Even aome Funds.mentalists deny this doctrine. 

VIII. OF TIIE ELECTION OF GRACE OR 
PREDESTINATION 

WE BELIEVE (a) in an election of grace, or a predestination 
to salvation; but (b) we reject an election of wrath, or a predes
tination to damnation; (c) we reject also every doctrine, by which 
it is claimed that not solely the grace of God and the merits of 
Christ are the cause of our eternal election unto salvation, but that 
God foresaw also in us something good which prompted Him to 
elect us (good works, correct conduct, self-det.ermination, persever
ing faith, etc.) ; ( d) we believe that God does not desire the damn
ation of any one, but that His love to the sinful world is universal 
and that the redemption of Christ pertains to all men, 
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a) Rom. 11, 5. 6. Even so then at this present time also there 
is a remnant accordino to the election of (}race. 

Rom. 8, 28-30. And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 
His purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did predeetinate 
to be conformed to the image of hie Son, that he might be the first· 
born among many brethren. Moreover, whom He did predestinate, 
them, He also called: and whom He called, them He also justified: and 
whom He justified, them He also glorified, 

Cf. Eph. 1, 3-6: 2 Tim. 1, 9 ; Acts 13, 48. 
b) 1 Tim. 2, 4. Who will have an men to be B<Wed, and to come 

unto the knowledge of the truth. 
Ezek. 33, 11. As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in 

the death of the wicked,· but that the wicked turn from hie way and 
live. 

Cf. 2 Pet. 3, 9; John 3, 16. 

c) Rom. 9, 11-12. 16. (For the children being not yet born, neither 
having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God, according to 
election mioht stand, not of works, but of him that calleth), it waa 
said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. So then· It la not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth 
mercy, 

2 Tim. 1, 9. Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, 
not according tu our works, but according to hie own purpose and (}race, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began. 

er. Rom. 8, 29. 30; Eph. 1, 3-5. 
- d) John 3, 16. 17. For God so loved the world, that he gave His 

only beg0tten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him shouici not perish, 
but have everiastin(J life. For God sent not His aon into the world to 
condemn the world,· but that the world throuoh Him mioht be saved. 

Matt. 23, 37. 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killeet the proph
ets, and stoneet them wht.ch are sent unto thee, how often would I have 
oathered th11 children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and 11e wouici not I 

Cf. 1 Tim. 2, 4-6; Acts 13, 46; Acts 7, 51. 

WE REJECT as unecriptural the following t.eachings: 

1. That God's saving grace is not universal, but pertains only 
to the elect: Calvinistic Churches, Presbyt,erians, Congregational
ists, Calvinistic Baptists, Calvinistic Methodists, etc. Rom U., 32. 
See also passages above. 

2. That the election of grace depends to some ext.ent upon 
the good conduct of man: Eastern Catholic Church, Campbellites, 
Free Will Baptists, Synergists, Arminians, Sectarian churches. 
Rom. 11, 5. 6; Eph. 1,. 3-6; 2 Tim. 1, 9; Rom. 9, llf. 
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3. That the election of grace is not from eternity, but takes 
place in time : Arminians, Methodists, Cumberland Presbyterians, 
Unitarians, Shakers, Salvation Army. 2 Tim. 1, 9; Rom. 9, 11; 
Eph. 1, 3, 5. Also many Synergists. 

4. That there is no election of grace in the proper sense, since 
man himself determines his election and salvation: Swedenborgians, 
Unitarians, Mormons, Eph. 1, 3-6; 2 These. 2, 13; John 15, 16. 
All Modernists in the various churches. 

5. That the election of grace was an absolute act of sovereign 
God and was decreed without consideration of Christ and His vi
carious satisfaction for the sins of the world: Calvinistic Churches, 
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Calvinistic Baptists, Cal vinis
tic Methodists, etc. Eph. 1, 3-6; 2 Tim. 1, 9. 

6. That the elect cannot altogether fall from grace or wholly 
lose their faith even in spite of the greatest sins: Calvinistic 
Churches, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Calvinistic Baptists, 
Calvinistic Methodists, etc. Ps. 51, 13; Matt. 26, 69f; 2 Sam. 17, 
27; Ps. 37, 24; John 20, 25. 29. 

7. That the elect cannot be sure of their salvation in spite 
of their faith in Christ: Roman Catholic Church. Rom. 8, 38. 39; 
2 Tim. 1, 12; Phil. 1, 6; Luke 10, 20; 1 These. 1, 4; 1 Pet. 5, 12; 
2 Pet. 1, 10. 

8. That the wicked are lost not through their own. rin and. un
belief, but because of the absolute decree of God, by which He 
withheld from them His grace and mercy: Calvinistic Churches, Re
formed Presbyterians, Calvinistic Baptists, Calvinistic Methodists, 
Congregationalists, etc. Hosea 13, 9; Matt. 23, 37; Acts 7, 51; 
Acts 13, 46; John 3, 9 ; 1 Thees. 5, 9; Luke 14, 16-24; Gal. 5, 4; 
Ezek. 18, 26; 1 Tim. 1, 19. 

9. Lastly, we reject every doctrine of Calvinism which denies 
universal grace, and every doctrine of synergism which denies sal
vation by grace alone. 1 Tim. 2, 4; 2 Pet. 3, 9; Rom. 4, 4. 5; 
Rom. 3, 20-28. 

NOTE: To-day many ratlonallstlc arid modenil1tlc churches atlll use the 
terms "deity of Christ," "atonement," "aalvatJon by faith," "election by 
irrace," etc., but they have Ch&D&'ed their meanlnl' 10 as to 1ult their rational· 
lam. 
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IX. OF CHRIST 11IE SON OF GOD 
WE BELIEVE that the Son of God BSSumed the human nature 

in the womb of the blessed Virgin Mary, so that there are two 
natures, the divine and the human, inseparably united in the one 
person, the one Christ, who is true God end true man, born of 
the Virgin Mary. 

Rom. 9, 6. Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning 
the flesh Christ came, who Is over all, God blessed forefJer. 

1 Tim. 2, 6. 6. For there Is one Goa, and one mediator between 
God and men, the m·an Ol&rist Jesua,· who gave Himself a ransom for 
all, to .be testified In due time. 

John 1, 14. And the Word was made ftesl&, and dwelt among us, 
and we beheld His glory, the qlory as of· tl&e only begotten of tl&e 
Fatl&er, full of grace and truth. . 

1 John 5, 20. And we know that the Son of Goa is come, and bath 
given us an understanding, that we may know Him that Is true, and 
we are In Him that Is true, even in His Son Jesus Ohrut. TM• it tl&e 
true Goa and eternal iife.-ct. John 20, 28; Jer. 23, 6; John 6, 23; :Matt. 
1, 21; 1 Tim. 3, 16; 1 Cor. 15, 47. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural 'the following teachings: 
1. That the eternal Son of God, the second Person in the 

Godhead, did not become incarnate: Unitarians Swedenborgians, 
Quakers, Seventh Day Adventists, Universalists, Free Protestants, 
Mormons, Spiritists, Russellites, Christian Scientists, Rationalists. 
Heb. 2, 14; Heb. 4, 15; Gal. 4, 4. 5; 1 Tim. 2, 5; John 1, 14; Matt. 
16, 13. 16. Also, all Modernists. 

2. That the Son of God did not assume our human nature 
in the body of Mary, but that also His human nature came forth 
from the essence of the Father: Mennonites, Schwenkfeldians. 
Heb. 2, 16. 17; Rom. 1, 3; Eph. 5, 30; Luke 1, 42. 

3. That Christ has but one nature, namely, the di1Ml.8 na
ture of the Son of God: Seventh Day Adventists. John 1, 14; 
1 John 4, 2. 3; 1 Tim. 3, 16. 

4. That Christ has but one nature, namely, the human na
ture: Unitarians, Russellites, Universalists, Shakers, Modernists. 
1 Tim. 3, 16; John 1, 14. 

5. That there are not two natures in Ch;ist, since there is no 
essential differences between the divine and the human: Mormons, 
Modernists. John 1, 14:: 1 Tim. 3, 16; Col. 2, 9. 
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6. That in the person of Christ the human nature and tht 
divine nature were fused together: Schwen.kfeldians. Matt. 16, 
13. 16; 1 Tim. 2, 5. 6. 

7. That also after the incarnation, the divine nature is not 
only in but also outside the personal union : Calvinistic Churches. 
John 1, 14; 1 Cor. 8, 6; 1 Tim. 3, 16; Col. 2, 9; 2 Cor. 5, 19. 

(They teach that since the exaltation the divine nature is 
present on earth, but the human nature is enclosed in heaven.) 

8. That the communion of the two natures is not true and 
real, but that the statements, "God is man," and "Man is God" 
are only figures of speech: Calvinistic Churches. Luke 1, 35; 
1 Cor. 15, 47; Matt. 16, 16; Rom. 9, 5. 

9. That the communication of the attributes of both natures 
is not real, but only nominal: Calvinistic Churches. 1 Pet. 3, 18; 
Acts 20, 28; Rom. 8, 32. 

10. That Christ, according to His humanity, does ·not pos
sess divine majesty, but only limited p<nver and created gifts, which 
the human nature received after His exaltation: Calvinistic 
Churches, United Evangelical Church, Schwen.kfeldians, Christian 
Israelites, Mormons, Socinians, Unitarians, Shakers, Universalists, 
Arminians. John 1, 14; John 2, 11; Matt. 28, 18; Gen. 2, 8; Col. 
2, 3; Eph. 4, 10; Phil. 2, 9; John 5, 26, 27. · 

(This error is based on the rationalistic axiom, that the finite 
is incapable of the infinite.) 

11. That Christ's human nature received glory and majesty 
only through His exaltation.: United Evangelical Church, Calvin
istic Churches, Schwenkfeldians. See passages above. 

( Christ's human nature received the divine glory when He was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, John 1, 14.) 

12. That the man Christ received the fulness of divine ma
jesty only in Baptism: Mormons. John 1, 14; Col. 2, 9; 1 John 
4, 2. 3. 

13. That the .man Jesus Christ is not divine, does not pos
sess divine majesty, and must not be worshiped and adored as God: 
Unitarians, Shakers, Universalists, Modernists. John 5, 33; Rom. 
10, 14. 
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14. That Christ, as the Savior and Mediator, is subordinate 
to the Father in essence, majesty, and glory: Arminians, Modern
ists. John 5, 23. 

15. That since there is no communion of natures in Christ, 
each nature works independently of the other in the execution of 
Christ's divine office: Calvinistic Churches. 1 Tim. 2, 5; 1 John · 
3, 8; 1 Cor. 15, 3; Gal. 1, 4; Eph. 5, 2. 25. 

(In that case Christ's redemption would have been that of a 
mere man.) 

16. That Christ has performed His office only as man: Ir
vingites. See passages above. 

17. That Christ is our Mediator only according to the human 
nature: Moravian Brethren, Irvingites. 1 Tim. 2, 5; Titus 2, 13; 
1 Tim. 3, 16. 

NOTB: The doctrine concerning Christ's true deity and hmna.nlty bu 
always been an otrense to human reason. 

X. OF CHRIST'S WORK AND OFFICE 

WE BELIEVE (a) that Jesus Christ, true God and true man 
truly suffered, was crucified, died, and was buried, that He might 
reconcile us unto God and be our sacrifice not only for original 
guilt, but also for all actual sins of men; (b) that He descended 
into hell and truly rose again the third day; ( c) that afterwards 
He ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father and 
forever reign and have dominion over all creatures, and, in p~cu
la.r, to gather, guide, and protect His Church on earth; ( d) and 
that the same Christ shall finally come again to judge the quick 
and the dead. 

a) Gal. 4, 4. 6. But when the tulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth His Son, made of a u:oman, made under the law, to redeem 
t1'em them that were under the Jaw, that we might receive the adoption 
or sons. 

Isa. 53, 4. 6. Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. 
But He was wounded tor our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
Iniquities: the cll.astisement of our peace was upon Him: and 1mth. His 
,tripes we are healed. 
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1 Pet. 2, 24. Who Hu own •elf bare our sins in His own body on 
the tree, that we, being dea4 to Bina, should live unto righteousnesa: 
a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. 

b) 1 Pet. 3. 18. 19. For Christ also hath once suf!eretJ for Bina, 
the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the 'flesh, but quickenetJ by the Spirit: by which also He went 
and preached unto the spirits in prison, 

Col. 2, 16. And having spoiled principalities and powers, He made 
a show of them openly, triumphantly over them in it. 

Eph. 4, 9. 10. (Now that He ascended, what ls it but that He also 
descended fl.rat into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended 
ts the same also that ascended up far ab01'e an heavens, that He might 
'/Ill all things).-Cf. 1 Cor. 16, 17. 18; Rom. 4, 25. 

c) Acts 1, 9. And when He had spoken these things, whlle they 
beheld, He was taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 

Pe. 68, 18. Thou hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captivity 
captive: Thou hast receivetJ gifts for men: yea, for the rebellious also, 
that the Lord might dwell among them. · 

Pe. llO, 1. The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thou at Jly right 
hantJ, untu I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.-Cf. also Eph: 1, 20-22; 
John 4, 16. 17; 1 Cor 6, 11. 

d) Acts 17, 31. Because He hath appointed a day, in the which 
He wlll Ju4ge the world in righteousnes,, by that man whom He hath 
ordained; whereof He bath given assurance unto all men, In that He 
hath raised Him from the dead. . 

2 Cor. 5, 10. For we mwt all appear before the judgment seat of 
Ghrist; that every one may receive the things done in bis body, accord
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

1 Thess. 4, 16. For the Lord Himaelf shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God; and the dead in Christ shall rise flrst.-cf. also Matt. 25, 31--46; 
1 Pet. 3, 10. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That Christ bas not fulfilled the Law in our stead : Ar

minians, Moravians, Methodists, Evangelical Association, U nita
rians, Swedenborgians, Mormons, Universalists, Free Protestants, 
Christian Israelites, Modernists. Rom. 5, 19; Phil. 2, 7. 8; Gal. 
4, 4. 6. 

2. That Christ has fulfilled the Law only for the elect: Cal
vinistic Churches, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Calvinistic 
Baptists, Calvinistic Methodists, etc. 2 Cor. 5, 15-19; John 1, 29; 
1 Tim. 4, 10; 2 Pet. 2, 1 ; Tit. 2, 11. 

3. That Christ came into the world as a Law-giver to p:i:o
claim new laws of righteousness: Roman Catholic Church, Unita-
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rians, Arminians, Methodists, Mennonites, Ca.mpbellites. Gal. 3. 
24; John 5, 45; Gal. 4, 4. 5; Matt. 22, 37-40. 

4. That Christ has · made satisfaction only for original sin 
and has borne only the eternal punishments of sin, so that man 
must make satisfaction for all actual sins committed after Baptism 
and bear their temporal punishments: Roman Catholic Chur~h. 
Heb. 10, 14; 1 Pet. 3, 18; 1 John 2, 1. 2; Rom. 6, 10. 

5. That Christ has died only for the elect and has made .satis
faction only for their sins : Calvinistic Churches, Presbyterians, 
Congregationalists, Calvinistic Baptists, Calvinistic Methodists, 
Waldensians. 2 Cor. 5, 16; John 1, 29; 1 Tim. 2, 5. 6; Rom. 8, 
32; Heb. 2, 9; Tit. 2, 11; 2 Pet. 2, 1. 

6. That Christ's death is not in itself a perfect satisfaction 
for our sins, but was so judged only by the special grace of the 
Father: Arminians. Rom. 5, 10; John 19, 30; 1 Pet. 2, 24. 

7. That Christ indeed died for the sins of the world, but 
that the atonement, which is limited to believers, began only i~ 
the year 1844: Seventh Day Adventists. Heb. 1, 3; Rom. 8, 34; 
1 Tim. 4, 10; Tit. 2, 11; 2 Pet. 2, 1; 1 Cor. 16, 57; 1 John 1, 7. 

8. That Christ has not rendered satisfaction for man's sins, 
since such satisfaction is not needed: Unitarians, Universa.lists, 
Free Protestants, Shakers, Spiritists, Christian Scientists, Modern
ists. Pe. 49, 8. 9; Rev. 14, 13; Isa. 53, 6; Rom. 3, 23-26; Acts 
4, 12; Matt. 20, 28; 1 Tim. 2, 6; Rom. 8, 32; 2 Cor. 5, 19-21. 

9. That Chriat by His death has not paid the penalty of 
our sins, but only has made it possible for God's love to forgive 
the sins of the penitent: Salvation Army and many Calvinists. 
2 Cor. 5, 15; John 1, 29; 1 John 3, 8. 

10. That Christ has not redeem.ed us by His suffering and 
death, but has merely secured for us the opportunity during the 
Millennium to earn eternal life by our own obedience: RuBBellitea. 
Isa. 63, 6; Matt. 20, 28; John 14, 6; Luke 16, 26; 1 John 1, 7; 
1 John 2, 1. 2. 

11. That Christ is not our only Mediator before God, but that 
also the saints, especially Mary, whose merits are precious before 
God, may intercede for us: Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Catho
lic Church. John 14, 6; Acts 4, 12; 1 Tim. 2. 6. 

-21-



12. That Christ is not the only Savior of the world: Modern
ists, Shakers. Isa. 42, 8; Isa. 43, 11. 

13. That Christ's human nature received only limited divine 
attributes and these in His exaltation: Calvinistic Churches, 
Schwenkfeldians. Ps. 102, 28; John 2, 11; Heb. 1, 13; Eph. 1, 20, 21. 

14. That Christ according to his human nature in the state 
of humiliation did not possess divine majesty, since this was given 
Him only at His exaltation: Arminians, United Evangelical Church, 
Campbellites, Irvingites, Calvinistic Churches in general. John 
2, 11; John 1, 14; John 11, 40; John 13, 31; John 18, 6. 

15. That Christ's soul did not really suffer agony in His pas
sion: Roman Catholic Church. Matt. 27, 46; Matt. 26, 38; Luke 
22, 42; Heb. 2, 17. 18. 

16. That Christ did not suffer the wrath of God and the 
agony of hell: Unitarians, Arminians, Evangelical Association, Un
iversalists, Free Protestants, Modernists. Gal. 3, 13; Gal. 3, 10; 
Rom. 6, 23. 

17. That Christ's soul after His death entered into the Zim 
bus pat"'m (Hades) in order to free the saints of the Old Testa 
ment from bondage: Roman Catholic1 ,Church, Eastern Catholic 
Church. 1 Pet. 3, 18, 19; Col. 2, 15; "'J: Cor. 15, 55. . .. : 

18. That Christ did not really,and truly descend into h~ll; 
Calvinistic Churches, .Anninians, ULians, United Eva~geli-1al 
Church. Eph. 4, 9; 1 Pet. 3, 18. 19 ;"'c)~Y, 2, 14. 

19. That Christ did not arise ~~ily from the dead: Russell
ites, Christian Scientists. John 2,~9; Phil. 3, 21; Matt. 2.8,- 2f; 
John 20, 19. 26; Matt. 17. lf. Also Modernists. • 

20. That Christ after His exaltation had a new and different. 
body: U nite.rians. Luke 24, 39; Phil . .2, 8. 9; Acts 7, 55. 1 

21. That Christ's sitting at 'the right hand does not" signify 
His supreme and universal rule, power and majesty, according to 
the human nature, but only limited power, and His confinement 
to a certain place in heaven: Calvinistic Churches, Episcopalians, 
Congregationalists, Baptists, Methodists, Evangelical Association, 
United Evangelical Church, Anninians, Unitarians, Seventh Day 
Adventists, etc. Ps. 110, 1; Heb. 1, 3; Eph. 1, 20-23; 1 Pet. 3, 22. • 

-22-

22. That Christ is not present upon earth, but is here repre
sented only by the Holy Spirit: Mormons. Matt. 28. 

XI. OF CONVERSION 

WE BELIEVE (a) that saving faith in Christ is not found by 
nature in any man, but is the gift of the Holy Ghost granted fi:eely 
in conversion; (b) that conversion is neither wholly nor in part 
the work of man, but solely the work of God, who by His grace and 
power, for Christ's sake, converts sinners through the Gospel; 
( c) that the Holy Spirit is willing to work conversion not only 
in a few, but in all hearers of the Word, and that if some bearers 
nevertheless remain unconverted, this is due, not to any deficiency 
in the grace of God, but solely to their obstinate resistance. 
( d) We reject every doctrine of synergism which teaches that con
version is brought about, not solely by the grace of God, but in 
part also by man,s cooperation, correct conduct, self-decision and 
lesser guilt as compared with others; ( e) we reject·also every doc
t\ ae of Ciµvinism which asserts that God would not earnestly con-
~rt all hearers of the Word, but only the elect. 

: a) 1 Pet. 1, 3. 4. Blestwd be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jetru.s Chrtst, which according to His abUndant mercy hath begotten us 
a~in unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dea.J, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not,,away, reserved in heaver, .;r you. 

John 3, 6. 6. Jesus a. red, VerUY, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and, of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. That which is born of the tteah ta ttesh and that 
which is born of the Sptrit l8 sp4, ·it. 

Eph. 2, 1. And you hath He quickened, who were d,eaa in tres
passes a1!d ains.--Ct. also Jamee 1, 18; Ps. 103; John 8, 21; Pa. 61, 7; 
Ps. 61, 12; Jer. 31, 18. Rom. 3, 23; Rom. 7, 18. 

b) 1 Cor. 2, 14. But the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spin: of God,; for they are foolil1me&s unto him; neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

Eph. 1, 19. 20. And what ls the exceeding greatness of His power 
to nsward who believe, accoraing to the working of His mighty power, 
which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and 
set Him at Hie own right hand In the heavenly places. 

Rom. 10, 17, So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God. 

c) Matt. 23, 37. 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kUlest the 
prophets and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often wrndti 
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I have gathered th11 children together, even as a hen gatheretb her 
chickens under her wings and 11e would not/ 

Acts 7, 61. Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye 
do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. 

d) 1 Cor. 2, 14. But the natural man receiveth not the thing, of 
the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him; neither can be 
know them, because the11 are spiritually discerned. 

Eph. 4, 18. Having the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the Hfe of God through the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the blindness of their heart. 

Phil. 2, 13. For it is God which wor'keth in 11ou both to wm ancJ 
to do of H~ good pleaaure.-Cf. also Luke 19, 41. 42; Rom. 3, 23; Rom. 
8. 7. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That c~vereion is not solely the gracious work of God, 

but in part also the work of man : Campbellitee, Presbyterians, 
Quakers, Swedenborgians, Shakers, Free Protestants, Unitarians, 
Synergists, Roman and Eastern Catholic Churches,Arminians,Mod
tirnists, Mennonites, Free Will Baptists, Methodists, )lormons, Ad
ventists, Evangelical Association, Universalists. See passages above. 

2. That children cannot be converted: Unitarians, Campbell
ites, Baptists. Mark 10, 14; Matt. 18, 6; Matt. 18, 10. 11. 

3. That the elect, having once been converted, cannot again 
lose faith and fall from grace: Calvinistic Churches, Campbellites, 
Presbyterians, etc. Gal. 4, 19; Luke 8, 13. 

4. That the non-elect are not called earnestly and effica
ciously: Calvinistic Churches, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
Calvinistic Baptists. Matt. 11, 28; Mark 16, 15. 16; Acts 17, 30; 
Matt. 28, 19. 20. 

5. That the Holy Ghost works faith and repentance not 
through God's Word, but rather through the inner light which He 
gives to man: Quak~rs. Rom. 10, 17; James 1, 18; 1 Pet. 2, 2. 

6. That faith is not solely the gracious gift of God the Holy 
Ghost, but men can believe the Gospel even without the Holy 
Ghost: Unitarians, Universalists, Campbellites, Arminians, Cum
berland Presbyterians. 1 Cor. 12, 3; Col. 2, 12; Matt. 16, 17; 
John 6, 44. 65. 

7. That the grace of God in conversion is irresistible: Calvin
istic Chul"Qhes, Congregationalists, Calvinistic Baptists, etc. Isa. 
65, 2; Luke 7, 30; John 5, 40. 
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XII. OF F AITII IN CHRIST 

WE BELIEVE (a) that since through Christ's vicarious satis
faction all mankind is reconciled to God and this reconciliation is 
1roclaimed to men in the Gospel to the entl that all should believe 
the message of God's grace, faith in Oh.rist is fke only me<LnS by 
which to obtain forgiveness of sin and salvation.; (b) .that faith 
in Christ is properly a firm trust and confidence in the forgiveness 
of sins for Christ's sake alone. 

a & b) Acts 10, 43. To Him give all the prophets witness, t1;tat 
through His name 10ho1oe11er beJie11eth in Him shall receive remisnon 
of sins. . 

John 3, 16. 17. 36. For God so loved the world, that He gave Hi& 
only begotten Son, that 10ho1oe1Jer belie1Jeth in Htm should not perish 
but have everlasting Ufe. For God sent not His Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the world through H!1'tl might be saved. 
He that beHevetl&. on the Son hath everlasting Hfe. 

Heb. 11, 1. Now faith is the .ubstance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not 1een.-Cf. also Rom. 4, 20. 21. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That faith is not confidence in the Gospel promises, but 

the acceptance of what the Church teaches: Roman Catholic Church. 
1 John 3, 36; Rom. 4, 20. 21; 2 Tim. 1, 12; John 20, 28. 

2. That saving faith is not a sinner's trust in the forgive
ness of his sins for Christ's sake, but only assent to the truth of 
the Gospel: Roman Catholic Church, Universalists, etc. Rom. 8, 
38. 39; Heb. 10, 22. 

3. That the object of faith is not the crucified Christ and His 
righteousness: Unitarians, Universalists, Swedenborgians, Quakers, 
Modernists. Acts 16, 31; Rom. 3, 24. 25; Rom. 8, 34; Gal. 2, 20. 

4. That love and obedience are the essence, not the fruits of 
faith: Unitarians, Arminiana, Evangelical Association, Roman 
Catholic Church, Mennonites, Swedenborgians, Modernist.a. Gal. 
5, 6 ; Heb. 11, 1. 

5. That saving faith may exist in the hearts of the elect to
gether with mortal sins: Romans Catholic Church, Calvinistic 
Churches. 1 John 2, 34; 1 John 5. 4; John 3, 36. 
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XIII. OF JUSTIFICATION 
WE BELIEVE (a) that God does not receive men on the basis 

of their own works; (b) but that without the deeds of the Law, by 
grace alone, on account of the perfect merit of Christ, He justifies 
them, that is, He regards as righteous all those who believe that 
for Christ's sake their sins are forgiven: ( c) that by this doctrine 
alone Christ is given the honor due Him, and through it alone sin
ners receive the abiding comfort that God is surely gracious to 
them ; ( d )" that the Christian religion is centered in the precious 
doctrine that we obtain forgiveness of sin without works of our 
own, solely by the grace of God, for Christ's sake, through faith. 

a) ·Ps. 130, 3. 4. If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 0 Lord, 
who shall stanat But there is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest 
be feared. . 

Ps. 31, 1. In Thee; 0 Lora, do I put my trust,· let me never be 
ashamed: deliver me in Thy righteousness. 

Ps. 143, 2. And enter not into Judgment with Thy senant: for in 
Thy sight sl&all no man Hiring be justified. 

b) Rom. 3, 28. Therefore we conclude that a man is justiftecl by 
faith without the deeds of the law. 

Rom. 3, 22-24. Even the rlghteouaness of God, which is by faith 
of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe; for there is no 
difference,· for an have sinned and come short of the glory of Goa .. Be
ing justified freely by His grace, through the redemption that ts in 
Christ Jesus. 

1 Cor. 1, 30. But of Him are ye In Christ Jesus, who of God ts 
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and re
d,emption.-Cf. also Rom. 8, 33. 34. 

c) 1 Tim. 2, 6. For there is one Goa, and one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus. 

Rom. 8, 38. 39. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor Ufe, 
nor angels, nor prlnciP11,1ities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall 
be able to separate us from the love of Goa, which i8 in Ohrlst lesus 
our Lora. 

2 Cor. 1, 19. 20. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached 
among you by us, even by me and Sllvanus and Timotheus, was not yea 
and nay, but in Him was yea. For all the promises of Goa in Him are 
yea, anct in Him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.-Cf. also Rom. 
3, 22-26. 

d) Rom. 3, 28. Therefore we conclude that a man is ;ustij!ed by 
faith without the deeds of the law. 

2 Tim. 1, 9. Who hath saved u.t, and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and, 
grace, which was gtven us in Christ Jesus before the world began. 
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Rom. 4, 5. But to him that 100rketh not, but beHeveth- on Him that 
fustiftecl the ungodly, Hts faith ts counted for righteousness. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That justification is riot a judicial act of God whereby He 

imputes to the believer Christ's righteousness, but that it consists 
in the sinners' renewal and sanctification through infused grace : 
Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Catholic Church, Mennonites, Ir
vingitee, QU11kers, Swedenborgians, Schwenkfeldians, Salvation 
Army. Rom, 3, 24, 25; Rom. 8, 33. 34. 

2. That sins are indeed forgiven, but not for Christ's sake 
and through the imputation of His righteousness: Unitarians, Ar
minians, Modernists, Univerealiste. Eph. 1, 7; Rom. 11, 6; Acts 
10, 43; 2 Cor. 5, 21; Phil. 3, 9. 

3. That. justification does not consist in the present forgive
ness of sins ( since the atonement is not yet complete), but in the 
promise of future forgiveness made to those who confess and forsake 
sin: Seventh Day Adventists. Rom. 3, 24. 25. 

4. That sin is not forgiven, but rather annihilated : Christian 
Scientists. 1 John 1, 8. 9. 

5. That God in forgiving sin does not remit all punishment, 
but man himself must render satisfaction for the temporal pun· 
ishments of sin: Roman Catholic Church, Universalists. Eph. 2, 
4, 5; 1 John 4, 10; Col. 2, 13; Rom. 4, 5; Rom. 10, 4. 

6. That man is indeed justified by faith, yet not because faith 
trusts in the merit of Christ, but because it is a willing obedience 
to His Word : Eastern Catholic Church, Mennonites, Swedenbor
gians, Seventh Day Adventists, Mormons, Irvingitee, Arminians, 
Unitarians, Free Protestants, Campbellites. Phil. 3, 9; Acts 10, 43; 
Eph. 2, 8, 9; Rom. 4, 16. 

7. That man is justified through "the act of faith," and 
that his salvation rests upon hie good works: Campbellites, Quakers, 
Christian Israelites. Rom. 3, 22. 

8. That a Christian cannot be sure of the forgiveness of 
his sins, but must remain in doubt concerning his salvation: Roman 
Catholic Church. Rom. 5, 1. 2; Rom. 8, 15. 16. 

9. That only he may be sure of the forgiveness of sins, who 
feels the aesurance of God's grace in his heart: Methodists, Mora-
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viana, United Evangelical Church, Salvation Army, Calvinistic 
Churches. John 20, 29; 1 John 3, 20; Rom. 4, 20-22; James 1, 6. 

XIV. OF REPENTANCE 

WE BELIEVE (a) that repentance is the true conversion to 
God tp.rough faith in Christ Jesus of a poor sinner who- by the 
law has knowledge of his sins and experiences sorrow for them; (b) 
that hence repentance consists of two parts, namely, contrition and 
faith; ( c) that contrition is the true and sincere sorrow of a heart 
which, on account of its sins as revealed by the divine Law, is ter
rified and distressed in view of the wrath of God and His righteous 
punishments; ( d) that faith is that act of the soul by which it, 
through the power of the Holy Ghost, lays hold of the grace and 
mercy of God, set forth in the Gospel, for the purpose of obtaining 
eternal life. 

a) Luke 18, 13. And the i:mblican, standing afar off, would not 
lift up so much as his eyes unto heauen, but smote upon his breast, 
saying, God, be merciful to me a sinner. 

b & c) Pa. 51, 17. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not deapise. 

Acts 16, SO. 81. And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must 
I do to be savedr And they said, Belieue on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saued, and thy house. 

d) 2 Tim. 1, 12. For the which cause I also sutrer these things: 
nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I kn.ow whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that He i8 able to keep that which I have committed unto 
Him against that day. 

1 Cor. 12, 3. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man 
speaking by the Spirit of God, calleth Jesus accursed: and that no 
man can aay that Jens u the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoat. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 

1. That repentance is a Sacrament of the New Testament 
for the forgiveness of mortal sins committed after Baptism, and 
that it consists in the contrition of the heart, the confession of all 
sins before the priest, and satisfaction by works; Roman Catholic 
Church, Eastern Catholic Church. Acts 19, 4; Rev. 2, 5; Isa. 54, 
10; Luke 24, 46. 47; Heb. 11, 6. 

2. That faith is not an essential part of repentance: Calvin
istic Churches, Methodists, Evangelical Association, United Evan-
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gelical Church, Moravians, Salvation .Anny, Free Will Baptiat.a. 
Matt. 5, 6; John 3, 16. 

3. That repentance consists essentially in the renunciation 
of sin and renewal of the heart: Roman Catholic Church, Eastern 
Catholic Church, Mennonites, Mormons, Free Will Baptists, Sweden
borgians, Unitarians, Universalists, Free Protestants, Seventh Day 
,Adventists, CampbeUites, Calvinistic Reformed Churches, Metho
dists, Evangelical Association, United Evangelical Church, Mora
'rians. Ps. 6, 3. 4; Rom. 4, 6. 

XV. OF SANCTIF1CATION AND GOOD WORKS 
WE BELIEVE (a) that good works are all works of the regener

ate, performed in the power of the Holy Spirit, proceeding from 
true faith, conforming to God's commandments, and designed to 
glorify God and manifest due gratitude; (b) that since sanctifica
tion in this life is only imperfect also the good works which the 
regenerate perform, are imperfect, being tainted by the infirmities of 
the flesh; (c) that good works must be done, not in order to atone 
for sins or merit eternal life, but to manifest faith and give thanks 
for the divine benefits received. 

a) Matt. 15, 9. But in ooin they do 10orship Me, teaching for doc· 
trlnes the commandment.t of men. 

John 15, 5. I am the Vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth 
in Me, and I in him, the same brlngeth forth much fruit: for without 
Me ye can cto nothing. 

1 Cor. 10, 31. Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, do all to the 
glory of Go4.-Cf. also Col. 3, 7. 

b) Rom. 7, 21-24. I find then a law, that when I would do good, 
evil i8 preaent with me. For I delight ·in the Jaw of God after the in· 
ward man. But I see another law tn my members warring against the 
law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which 
is In my members. O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this aeathf 

Gal. 5, 17. For the "flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit 
against tll,e "{lesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that 
ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

c) Matt. 5, 16. Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good worka, and glori.hl your Father which la in heaven. 

Eph. 2, 10. For we are His workmanship, created in Chri8t JeBUB 
unto good work,, which God hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them. 

James 2, 17. 18. Even so faith, ff it hath not works, ts dead, being 
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alone. Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: ehow 
me thy faith without thy works, and I w1II show thee my faith by my 
trorka. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That perfect sanctification and perfectly good works are 

possible already in this life: Roman Catholic Church, Arminians, 
Methodists, Evangelical Association, United Evangelical Church, 
Salvation Army, Schwenkfeldians, Unitarians, Mormons, Shakers, 
Holiness Churches. Phil. 3, 12; 1 Thess. 4, 1; 2 Cor. 4, 16; Eph. 
4, 15; James 3, 2. 

2. That also the unregenerate can perform good works: Ar-
minians, Campbellites, Unitarians, Swedenborgians, Free Protes
tants, Quakers. Eph. 2, 10; Rom. 14, 23; Matt. 7, 16; John 15, 5. 

3. That also such deeds are good works which are done with
out the special command of God, according to the commands of 
the Church: Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Catholic Church. 
Col. 2, 16-23; 1 Tim. 4, 1-5. 

4. That it is possible for a just man to perform supereroga
tory works for the benefit of others: Roman Catholic Church. Isa. 
64, 6; Luke 17, 10; Ps. 49, 7, 8. 

5. That the good works of the Christians are perfectly good 
and holy: Quakers. Heb. 12, 1; Rom. 7, 8. 23 ; Gal. 5, 17. 

6. That good works are necessary to merit salvation : Roman 
Catholic Church, Eastern Catholic Church, Waldensians, Mennon
ites, Free Protestants, Ca.mpbellites, Seventh Day Adventists, Quak
ers, Swedenborgians, Mormons, Christian Israelites. Matt. 5, 16; 
Eph. 2, 10; John 3, 16; Hab. 2, 4; John 3, 36. Also Lodgery, 
Modernists, and Sectarian churches in general. 

XVI. OF PRAYER 
WE BELIEVE (a) that prayer is that divine service in which 

Christians confidently call upon the true and living God in the 
name of their Mediator Jesus Christ for those things which they 
need, e.nd in which they give to Him praise and thanks for the 
blessings received; (b) that Christians should pray for themselves 
and others without distinction, but especially for those who are of 
the household of faith; ( c) that Christians should not pray for 
the dead; ( d) but that, otherwise, they should pray at all times and 
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in all places for themselves and all men, trusting in Christ and 
leaving to God the time and manner of granting their wishes. 

a) Pa. 10, 17. Lord, Thou hast heard the desire of the humble 
Thou wllt prepare their heart, Thou wilt cause Thine ear to bear. 

Ps. 27, 8. When Thou saldst, Seek ye My face,· my heart said untc 
Thee, Thy face, Lord, wm I seek. • 

PhD. 4, 6. Be careful for nothing; but in ef)erything by prayer 
and npplication 10Uh thanksgiving let your requeata be made known 
unto God. 

b) l Tim. 2, 1-3. I exhort, therefore, that, first of all, supplica
tions, prayers, Intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all 
men; for kings, and for all that are In authority; that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this Is 
g()()d and acceptable In the sight of God our Savior. 

c) Heb. 9, 27. And as It ls appointed unto me once to dle, but 
after this the judgment. 

d) l Tim. 2, 8. I will therefore that men pray e"erywhere, llftlng 
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That also angels and departed saints, especially Mary, "the 

Mother of Mercy," should be called upon for help, and that pictures 
and relics of the saints should be venerated: Roman Catholic 
Church, Eastern Catholic Church. Matt. 4, 10; Ps. 65, 3; Rev. 19, 
10; Isa. 63, 16; Luke 11, 2. 

2. That only God the Father, and not the Son and the Holy 
Ghost, should be addressed in prayer: Universalists, Unitarians, 
Free Protestants, Modernists, Calvinistic Churches, Lodges. Rom. 
10, 14; John 5, 23. 

3. That also the spirits of the departed should be called upon: 
Spiritists. Rev. 19, 10; Isa. 63, 16. 

4. That Christians must pray for the dead: Roman and East
ern Catholic Churches. Deut. 4, 2; 1 Cor. 3, 8. 

XVII. OF THE MEANS OF GRACE 
WE BELIEVE (a) that God does not offer and communicate the 

•pwitual blesMgs secured by Christ, such as the forgiveness of sins, 
the Holy Ghost, etc., except through the means of grace ordained 
by Him; (b) that these means of grace are the Gospel, and the 
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper; ( c) that this is 
amply proved of the Gospel by Acts 20, 24. 32; Rom. 10, 17; of 
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Baptism by Acts 2, 88; Tit. 8, 5; of the Lord's Supper by Luke 
22, 19. 20; Matt. 26, 28; ( d) that for this reason, namely because 
the Gospel and the Sacraments are the only means of grace or
dained by God, Christ has charged the Church to go forth into 
all the world preaching the Gospel and administering the Sacra
ments (Mark 16, 15. 16), (e) that, therefore, all other man-made 
means for building the Church are "new measures," by which the 
Church is not built, but harmed. 

a} 1 Cor. 1. 21. For a!ter that in the wisdom of Got!., the world 
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God bl/ the fooHshness of preach• 
ing to save them that believe. 

1 Cor. 12, 13. For by one Spirit are we an 'baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or !ree: and 
have been all made to drink into one Spirit. 

b & c) Acts 20, 24. 32. But none of these things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course 
with joy, and the miniatry whtch I have received of the Lord ~esus, 
to testify the Gospel of the grace of God. And now, brethren, I com
mend you to God, and to the Word of His grace, which is able to build 
vo-u up, and to give you an inheritance among all which are sanctltl.ed. 

Rom. 10, 17. So then faith cometh by hearing, and bearing by 
the W orll of Goa. 

Acts 2, 38. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, ana be baptized 
everv one of vou in the name of Jesus Cbrlst, for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holv Ghost. 

Matt. 26, 28. For this Is My blood of the New Testament which Is 
sh.ea for many for the remission qf &ins.--Ct. also Tit. 3; 5; Luke 22, 
19. 20. 

d) Mark 16, 15. 16. And He said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and Preach the Gospel to every creature. He that belleveth and 
Is baptizea shall be savetJ; but he that belleveth not, shaU be aamned. 

e) 1 Cor. 3, 11. For other foundation can no man lay than that 
Is laid, which ls Jesus Christ. 

WE B.BJECT a! unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That there are seven Sacraments, and that these are the 

means of grace: Roman and Eastern Catholic Churches. Matt. 28, 
19; Matt. 28, 26-28. 

2. That the Sacraments, Holy Baptism and the Lord's Sup
per, are not means of grace through which God bestows His grace 
and Spirit: Calvinistic Churches, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
Baptists, Mennonites, Methodists, Evangelical Association, United 
Evangelical Church, etc. See passages above. 
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8. That God does not offer and communicate the spiritue.l 
blessings purchased by Christ alone through ~he means of grace, 
but also immediately, without the means of grace: Calvinistic 
Churches, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, Salvation Army. 
Isa. 55, 10. 11; John 6, 68; Acts 18, 26; Acts 4, 12; 1 Cor. 6, 11; 
Gal. 8, 26. 27; Eph. 5, 25. 26; Luke 'l', 80. 

XVIII. OF TIIE LAW AND GOSPEL 
WE BELIEVE (a) that in order to preach the Word of God 

rightly, a proper distinction must be observed between the Law 
and the Gospel; (b) that the Law reveals sin, proclaims the wrath 
of God, condemns those who do not perfectly obey Him, and com
mands what, according to the will of God, men should do and leave 
undone, without, however, granting power to do the works de
manded, eo that no man can be saved by the works of the Law; 
( c) that the Gospel is the gracious message of se.lvation through 
Christ Jesus, by which the Holy Spirit works faith in men and thus 
saves them; (d) that the whole Law must be p:ceached in its whole 
severity and the Gospel in its full sweetness. 

a & b) Rom. 4, 15. Because the law worketh wrath. 

Gal. 3, 21. Is the law then against the promises of God? God 
forbid: for if there bad been a iaw given whfch could have given life, 
verily righteouaness should have been by the law. 

Deut. 27, 26. Cursea be he that confirmeth not all the words of 
this law to cJo them.--Ct. also Rom. 3, 20; Ps. 1'3, 2. 

c) 1 Tim. 1, 15. This ts a faithful saying and worthy of all ac
ceptation, that Clhrist Jesus came into the world to ,ave linners. 

John 3. 16. For God so loved the worla, that He gave Hie only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perlsh, but 
have everlasting life. 

Luke 2, 10. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great Joy, which shall be to all people. 

d} Gal. 3, 10. For as many as are of the works of the 1.aw are 
under the curse: !or it is written, Cursed le every one that conttnueth 
not In all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

Rom. 1, 17. For therein (in the Goepel} u the righteousness of 
God revea1ea from faith to faith.: as it ts written, the just shall live by 
faith. 
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W:e REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That also the Gospel is the doctrine concerning good works: 

Roman Catholic Church, Arminians, Methodists, Evangelical .As
sociation, United Evangelical Church, Free Protestants. 1 Tim. 
1, 15; John 1, 17; John 3, 16. 

2. That the Goepel is the inner light given to man al! an 
immediate gift of the Holy Ghost: Quakers. Luke 4, 18. 19; Eph. 
1, 13; Eph. 2, 17. 

3. That the promises of the Gospel are conditional, and are 
given only to those who obey the laws of the Church and God: 
Roman Catholic Church. Rom. 4, 16; Acts 14, 13; Acts 20, 24. 

4. That a man becomes a Christian by obeying the Law: Meth
odist&, Roman Catholic Church. Gal. 3, 5; Gal. 3, 21. 22; 2 Cor. 
3, 6. 

5. That also in the New Testament Christiane are subject 
to ceremonial laws: Roman Catholic Church (the ordinances of the 
apostles and their successors), the Eastern Catholic Church, Presby
terians, Congregationalists, Free Will Baptists, Baptists, Mennon
ites, Methodists, Evangelical Association, United Evangelical 
Church, Moravians, Quakers, Evangelical Adventists, Mormons 
( ceremonial laws respecting the Sabbath must now be applied to 
Sunday), Seventh Day Adventists (observations of the Sabbath or 
the Seventh Day), Irvingitee (laws concerning tithing). Heb. 10, 
1; Col. 2, 16; Gal. S, 12; Acts 15, 10. 29; Rom. 14, 5. 6; Gal. 4, 
10. 11; Mark 2, 27; Gal. 5, 3; Gal. 2,3-5. 

XIX. OF TIIE SACRAMENTS 
WB BELIEVB (a) that the Sacraments are true means of grace 

ordained by God, in which, through certain external means con
nected with His Word, He offers, conveys and seals unto men the 
grace which Christ has merited by His suffering and death; (b) 
that Christ bas instituted only two Sacraments, namely, Holy Bap
tism and the Lord's Supper. 

a) John 8, 6: Except a man be born of water and of the Bpi.rit, he 
cannot enter Into the kinodom of God. • 

Tit. 3, 6. Not b11 10orb of riohteousness which we have done, but 
accor,Uno to Hu merC71 He saved us, by the 100.,11.tno of reoenert1tioft 
llnd renewfno of the Hol71 Ghost. _,,_ 

b) :Matt. 28, 18-20. And Jesus came anci spake unto them, saying, 
All power ls given unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptiaino them tn the name of the Father and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. TeacMno them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you alway even 
unto the end of the world. ' 

Mark 16, 15. 16. And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and ,weach t1'e Gospel to every creature. He that beHeveth and v bap
tized ,hall be savea; but he that believeth not, shall be damned. 

Luke 22, 19. 20. And He took bread, and gave thanks, and brake 
it, and gave unto them, saying, This is M11 Bot!.71, 10hich ,s oiven for 
"°": this do in remembrance of Me. Likewise also the cup after sup
per, saying, This cup is the New Te,tament in M11 blood, which la 
1het!. for 11ou.-ct. also Matt. 26, 28. 

WE REJECT as Ull8criptural th~ following tea.chings: 
1. That Christ has instituted five other Sacraments besides 

Baptism and ~e Lord'~ Supper, namely, Confirmation, Penitence, 
Extre1?e Unction, Ordinat10n of Priests, and Marriage: Roman 
Catholic Church, Eastern Catholic Church. See passages above. 

.2. That besides Baptism and the Lord's Supper there are 
~o:tdinances" of ~od t~a ~ are equ~lly binding: Mennonites, Irving-
1te~, Mormons, Su: Prm?1p~e Baptis!9, U~iversalists (Foot-washing, 
laymg on of hands, anomtmg the sick with oil, etc.) See passages 
above. 

. 3. That the Sacraments a~ not means of grace, but simply 
mgns an~ symbols of ~ce: ~alvinistic Churches, Episcopalians, 
~sbytenans, Congregationalists, Baptists, Mennonites, Annin-
1ans, Methodists, Evangelical Association, United Evangelical 
Church, Free Protestants, etc. Eph. 5, 25-27; Luke 7, 30. Pas
sages above. Also Modernists. 

4. That the Sacraments were not instituted for all Christiane 
at all times, and that they are not in any sense true means of grace• 
Quakers, Unitarians. Luke 7, 30. • 

. 5. That the Sacraments impart grace ex opere opera.to, that 
18, by the mere performance of the act, even without faith on 
the part of the recipient: Roman Catholic Church. Acts 8, 36. 37; 
1 Cor. 11, 27. 29; Rom. 4, 11; Heb. 11, 6. 
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XX. OF HOLY BAPTISM 
WE BELIEVE (a) that Baptism is not simple water only, ~ut 

water comprehended in God's command_ and co~ected :with 
God's Word; (b) that Baptism works forgiveneBB o~ ems, delivers 
from death and the devil, a.nd gives eternal salvation to all who 
believe this as the words and promises of God declare; ( c) that 
it ie not the water of Baptism which bestows these blessings, but 
the Word of God which is in and with the water, and faith which 
trusts such Word of God in the water; for without the Word of 
God the water ie simple water and no Baptism, but with the Word 
of God it ie a Baptism, that is, a gracious water of life and wash
ing of regeneration in the Holy Ghost; (d) that Baptism signifies 
that the old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance 
be drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts, and again a new 
man daily come forth and arise, who shall live before God in right
eousness and purity forever. 

a) Matt. 28, 19. 20. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations bap
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. (Literal translation: Make disciples of all the nations by 
baptizing them, etc.) 

Mark. 16, 15. 16. And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is bap
tized shall be saved; but He that believeth not, shall be damned. 

b) Acts 2, 38. Then -Peter said unto ~em, Repent and ~e baptized 
every one of 11ou in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of ains, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

John 3, 5, Jesus answered, Verily, Verily, I say unto thee, E:r:cept 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, be cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

Gal. 3, 26. 27. For ye are all the children of God by faith In Christ 
Jesus. For as man11 of 11ou cu have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Chrlst.-Cf. also Tit. 3, 6. 7; Eph. 5, 25-27; Mark 16, 16; Mark 

1' "·c) Mark 16, 16. He that beliet1eth- «Mis baptized shaU be saved; 
but he that believeth not, shall be damned. 

Tit 3, 5. 7. Not .by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regefler<r 
tion and renewing of the Hoi11 Gh-ost. 

Eph. 6, 26. That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash
ing of water bJ.1 the Word.-Cf. alao Gal. Gal. 3, 26. 27. 

d) 1 Cor. 12, 13. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
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&otJJ,11 whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and 
have been all made to drink. into one Spirit. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That Baptism was instituted only for the primitive Chris

tian Church and is no longer in force: Unitarians, Quakers, Salva
tion Army, Shakers, Modernists. Matt. 28, 19; John 3, 5. 6. 

2. That only truly ordained ministers of the Church may 
perform Baptism: Calvinistic Churches, Episcopalians, Presbyteri
ans, Congregationalists, Baptists, Mormons. (Since Baptism is a 
necessary means of grace, any Christian should perform it in case 
of emergency). John 3, 5. 

3. That immersion is the only proper mode of performing 
Baptism: Eastern Catholic Church, Baptists, Campbellites, Seventh 
Day Adventists, Mormons. (The Greek word for baptizing means, 
not only immersion, but also pouring and sprinkling.) Mark 7, 4; 
Luke 11, 38; Acts 1, 5; Acts 2, 16. 17; Heb. 10, 22; Acts 22, 16. 

4. That Baptism does not profit for the whole life of a Chris
tian, but removes only original sin and the actual sins committed 
before Baptism, and these wholly and entirely: Roman and Eastern 
Catholic Churches. 1 Cor. 6, 11; Gal. 5, 24; Rom. 7, 18-21. 

5. That Baptism does not work forgiveneBB of sins, but ie 
simply a sign and picture of the cleansing from sin: Calvinistic 
Churches, Episcopalians, Presbyteri&ns, Congregationalists, Bap
tists, Mennonites, Methodists, Evangelical Association, United 
Evangelical Church, Moravians, Swedenborgians, Adventists. Mark 
1, 4; Rom. 6, 3; Tit. a, 5. 

6. That Baptism works forgiveness of sine as an act of obe
dience and faith: Campbellites, Mormons. (In that case salvation 
ie obtained by good works.) Mark 16, 16; Tit. 3, 5; Rom. 6, 3; Gal. 
3, 26. 27. 

7. That Baptism does not work forgiveneBB of sine, but is 
necessary for the forgiveness of sins to be granted during the mil
lennium: Seventh Day Adventists. 

8. That Baptism is not a washing of regeneration, but simply 
the solemn reception into the Church: Unitarians, Free Protestants, 
Univerealists, Calvinistic Churches. See passages above. 
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9. That the Baptism of the Spirit and not the Baptism of 

water works salvation: Quakers, Salvation Army. (Baptism is 
the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, Tit. 
3, 5.) See e.bove passages. 

10. That those baptized in childhood must be re-baptized 
when grown up: Mennonites, Campbellites, Baptist& 2 Tim. 2, 
13; Rom. 3, 3. 4; Rom. 11, 29. 

11. That men may be baptized for the benefit of the dead: 
Mormons. Acts 2, 38; Hab. 2, 4. 

12. That children born of Christian parents are holy in the 
sight of God even without Baptism: Calvinistic Churches, Presby
terians, Mennonites. John 3, 5. 6; Eph. 2, 3; Ps. 51, "I; John 1, 13. 

13. That all children are innocent and holy by ne.ture: Mo
dernists, Mormons, Sectarian churches in general. Passages above. 

14. That children should not be baptized: Mennonites, Bap
tists, Campbellites, Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists. Matt. 28, 
20; John 3, 5. 6; Mark 16, 15. 16; Mark 10, 13-16. 

15. That Baptism of infants is an ordinance of the Church, 
which may be observed or omitted: Unitarians, Salvation Army, 
Anninians, Quakers, United Brethren. Mark 10, 14; Matt. 18, 
10. 11. 

16. That children can.not believe: Roman Catholic Church, 
Eastern Catholic Church, Calvinistic Churches in general, Episco
palians, Arminians, Methodists, Evangelical .Association, United 
Evangelical Church, Mennonites, Campbellites, Seventh Day Ad
ventists, Modernists. Matt. 18, 10. 11; Matt.18, 6; Mark 10, 15. 

XXI. OF IBE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR OR 
IBE LORD'S SUPPER 

WR BELIEVE (a) that the Sacrament of the Altar is the true 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and 
wine, for us Christians to eat and to drink, instituted by Christ 
Himself; (b) that the benefit of sacramental eating and drinking 
is shown by these words: "Given and shed for you for the remis
sion of sins," namely, that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation are given us through these words; for where there 
is forgiveness of ains there is also life and salvation; ( c) that it is 
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not the bodily eating that imparts these biessings, but the worda 
here written: "Given and shed for you for the remission of Bins " 
which words, besides the bodily eating and drinking, are as the 
chief thing in the Sacrament, and he that believes these words 
has what they .say and express, namely, the forgiveness of s~; 
(d) that fasting and bodily preparation is indeed a fine outward 
training, but that he is truly worthy and well prepared who has 
faith in these words: "Given and shed for you for the remission of 
sins," but he that does not believe these words, or doubts, is un
worthy and unprepared, for the words "for you" require all hearts 
to believe. 

a) Luke 22, 19. 20. And took bread, and gave thanks, and brake 
It, and gave unto them, saying, Thie ls My 'body which Is DltHm frw 
j/OU,: this do in remembrance ot Me. Likewise also the cup, after sup
per, saying, This cup ia the New Testament in My 'blooa, which u all.ea 
for you. 

Matt. 26, 26-28. And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and 
blessed It, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, 
eat; thls ls My body. And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it,· for thu ia Jly Blooa of the New 
2'e1tament, which ,s sh-ed for many for the remi,sion of sins. 

Gal. S, 15. Brethren, I speak after the manner ot men: Though 1t 
be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth or 
addeth thereto,--Cf. also 1 Cor. 11, 24-26; Mark 14, 22-24. 

b) Matt. 11, 28. aome unto Jle, all ye that labor and are heavy. 
laden, and I win gi-ue "°" rest. 

1 Cor. 11, 28. 29. But let a man e:r:amine htmaelf, and so let him 
eat of that 'bread, and drink of that cup. For he that eateth and drink
eth unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to 11.imBelf, not discern
ing the Lord's body. 

c) Mark 9, 24. And straightway the father of the child cried out, 
and said with tears, Lord, I 'beltetie,· help thov mine unbelief. 

d) Pa. 22, 26. The meek all.all eat and be satlsfled; they shall 
praise the Lord that seek him: your heart shall live forever. 

WR REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That Christ has not instituted Holy Communion for all 

times, and that therefore Holy Communion may be observed or 
omitted: Quakers, Shakers, Salvation Army. Mark 14, 24; 1 Cor. 
11, 24. 25; Gal. 3, 15. 

2. That the words of institution must not be taken in a lit
eral, but in a .figurative sense: Calvinistic Churches, Congregation
alists, Baptists, Methodists, Arminians, Presbyterians, Mennonites, 
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Unitarians, United Evangelical Church, Moravians. Gal. 3, U; 
1 Cor. 10, 16; 1 Cor. 11, 26-28. 

3. That only the bread should be given to the laity: Roman 
Catholic Church. Mark 14, 23; Gal. 8,15. 

4. That other elements than those presented by Christ may 
be used in Communion : Mormons. Matt. 26, 26-29; Luke 22, 18; 
Gal. 3, 15. 

5. That the bread as a symbol of the body of Christ must 
be broken in order to signify the breaking of the Lord's body on 
the cross: Calvinistic Churches, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
Baptists, Arminians, Mennonites, Campbellites, Unitarians, Quak
ers. ( Christ's bones were not broken on the cross.) John 19, 33. 

6. That Christ's body and blood are not really present in 
Holy Communion, and are not really given to the recipient under 
,the bread and wine: Calvinistic Churches, Episcopalians, Presby
terians, Congregationalists, Baptists, Arminians, Methodists, Evan
gelical Association, Unitarians, Mennonites, Seventh Day Adven
tists, Universalists, Campbellites, Mormons. Matt. 26, 26-28; 
1 Cor. 10, 16; Ps. 33, 4; Luke 1, 37. 

7. That Christ's body and blood are received only spiritually 
by faith, not really: Calvinistic Churches, United Evangelical 
Church, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists, 
Arminians, Moravians, Methodists, Salvation Army, Evangelical 
Association, etc. 1 Cor. 10, 16; 1 Cor. 11, 27; Matt. 26, 26-28. 

8. That the bread and wine are transubstantiated into 
Christ's body and blood: Roman Catholic Church. 1 Cor. 10, 16. 

9. That the consecrated host, as Christ's true body, must be 
worshiped as Christ Himself: Roman Catholic Church. Matt. 
26, 26. 27. 

10. That the Holy Supper does not offer, convey, and seal 
forgiveness of sins, since it is only a memorial of Christ's death: 
Calvinistic Churches, Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Baptists, 
Methodists, Evangelical Association, United Evangelical Church, 
Mennonites, Free Will Baptists, Campbellites, Mormons, Sweden
borgians, Unitarians, Universalists. Luke 22, 19. 20; Matt. 26, 
26-28. 
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11. That unworthy communicants do not receive Christ's 
true body and blood: Calvinistic Churches in general, Episcopal
ians, Congregationalists, Baptists, Methodists, United Evangelical 
Church. 1 Cor. 11, 27-29. 

12. That Holy Communion should be offered also to children: 
Roman and Eastern Catholic Churches. 1 Cor. 11, 28, 29. 

13. That in Holy Communion Christ's body must be sacri
ficed by the priest in an unbloody manner for the sins of the living 
and the dead: Roman and Eastern Catholic Churches. (The un
bloody sacrifice of Christs' body in Holy Communion is a blasphemy 
of the Lord's Supper.) Matt. 26, 26. 27; 1 Cor. 11, 26; Heb. 10, 
18; Heb. 9, 22 ; 1 Pet. 3, 18. 

XXIl. OF 11IE CHURCH 
WE BELIEVE (a) that there is on earth one holy Christian 

Church, which is gathered, preserved and governed by Christ 
through His Word; (b) that members of this Christian Church 
are those only who believe in Christ as their true Savior ; ( c) that 
this one Holy Christian Church, which is the invisible communion 
of all believers, is found only in those visible Church communions 
which teach the Christian doctrine and administer the Sacraments; 
(d) that although by the mercy of God believers are found in heter
odox churches, still such churches do not exist by the will of 
God, but are earnestly prohibited since God desires that His Word 
should be preached and believed without human addition or sub
tractions; ( e) that it is, therefore, the will of God that Christians 
should unite only with orthodox churches and that those Christians 
who ha.ve strayed into heterodox churches should leave them and 
seek the communion of orthodox churches; (f) that every kind of 
unionism, or church-fellowship, with false teachers is disobedience 
to the express command of Christ, threatening the entire loss of 
the Word of God, and the real cause of divisions in the Church; (g) 
that since all Christians are the original possessors of all the spirit
ual right and privileges with which Christ has endowed His Church, 
the spiritual power belongs properly and originally in every part 
to all believers, and not to individual persons, such as popes, 
bishops, ministers, secular princes, or church councils; (h) that 
to all Christians belong both the rig~t and the duty of judging 
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and deciding matt.en of doctrine; (1) that the admin1etration of 
public offices in the Church by individual persons is by delegation 
from the original p088eesors and must remain under their super
vision. 

a) Epb. 2, 19. 22. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow-citizen, with the ,aint,, and of the 11.0usehold of 
God. • • • In whom ye also are buUded together, for a habitation of 
God through the Spirit. 

Rom. 12, 6. So we, being many are one bod.11 in Christ, and every 
one members one of another. 

1 Cor. 12, 27. Now ye are the bod.JI of Chriat, and members in par
ticular. 

b) Matt. 16, 18. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, 
and upon thi.9 rock 1 wUl build m21 Ch-urch; and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it. (This rock: the confession that Jesus le the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.) 

John 11, 61. 62. And this spake be not of himself: but being high
priest that year, be prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation; 
and not for that nation only, but that also He s11.0tdd. gather together 
,n one the children of God that were scattered abroad. 

Acta 16, 31. And they said, Belk11e on the Lora Je,us Christ, and 
thou all.alt be saved., and thy house. Cf. also John 10, 27. 28. 

c) Matt. 28, 19. 20. Go ye therefore, and teach all nation.t, bap
tizing them ln the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them to obsenie all things whataoever I have com
manded. 11o-u: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world. 

Mark 16, 15. 16. And Be said unto them, Go ye Into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that belleveth and fe bap
tized ahall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

1 Pet. 4, 11. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracle• of 
Goa; If any man minister, let him do it as of the abutty which God 
giveth; that God in all things may be glorifled through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. 

d) Matt. 7, 15. Beware of false prophets, which come to you 1n 
aheei,'• clothing, but inwardlt1 they are rovening wolvea. 

2 John 10, 11. If there come any unto you, and bring not thla doo
trine, receive 11.im not into 11our houae, neither bid him godspeed: for 
he that blddeth him godspeed, Is partaker of Ms evil deeds. 

1 John 4, 1. Beloved, believe not every spirit, but tr11 the ,rpirit, 
whether they are of God: because man11 false prophets are gone out 
into the 100rla.-<:t. also Pa. 28, 6. 6; Matt. 10, 32. 33; Gal. 5, 9. 

e) Gal. 6, 9. A utile leaven leavenetb the whole lump. (Aleo a 
"little false doctrine" works great injury.) 

2 Tim. 2, 17. And their word. wlll eat as doth a canker. (False 
doctrines result 1n others and thus work ev~r greater harm. l 
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Rom. 16, 17. 18. Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them 1011.ich 
cause diviaions and. of!ence, contr(Jf'tl to the doctrine which 21e haw 
learned.,· and. avoid them. For they that are such serve not our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good word.a and. fair speeche1 
deceive the bearta of the simple. Ct. also 1 Cor. 10, 21. 

f) 1 Kings 18, 21. And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, 
How long halt ye between two opinions? lf the LorcS be God follow 
Him: but it Baal, then follow hlm. 

Eph. 4, 3-5. Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. There is one bod21, and one Spirit, even as ye are called 
in one hope ot your calling: one Lord, one faith, one Baptism. 

2 Cor. 6, 14-18. Be 11e not unequan11 21okea together with unbe-
1k11ers: tor what fellowship hath righteousness with unrichteouaneea? 
and what communion bath light with darknees? And what concord 
hath Christ with Belial? or what part bath he that belteveth with an 
infidel? And what agreement bath the temple of God with idols? for 
ye are the temple of the living God; as God bath said, I wlll dwell in 
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they ehall be 
My people. Wherefore come out from among them., and. be 21e aeparate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receiv111 
you, and wlll be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My Sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almigbty.-Cf. also 2 John 10, 11. 

g) 1 Cor. 3, 21. Therefore let no man glof't/ in men. For an things 
are a,ours. 

Matt. 16, 16-19. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 
And Simon Peter answered, and said, Thou are the Ghrist, the Son 
of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-Jona; for flesh and. blood. hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but My Father which ts in heaven. And I say also unto thee 
That thou art Peter, and upon thia Rock I will butld. Mt1 <Jhvrch; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto 
thee the key of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. 

Matt 18, 17-20. And if he shall neglect to bear them, tell it unto 
the church; but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee 
as a heathen man and a publican. Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever 
21e ahall bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven; and. whatsoever 11e 
shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. Again, I say unto you, 
That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which is in 
heaven.-Cf. also John 20, 22. 23; Matt. 28, 19. 20. 

b) 1 Cor. 10, 16. I speak as to tofae men; jucSge ye what 11a21. 
1 Pet. 4, lL If any man speak, let him speak as the oracle, of 

Goa; If any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth; that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
to whom he praise and dominion for ever and ever. 

Rom. 16, 17. 18. Now I bessecb you brethren, mark them which 
cause diwion, ancS oJJence, contraf'tl to the doctrine which ye have 
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learned; and a11oid them. For they tbat are such serve not our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speechea 
deceive the hearts of the simple, 

1) Col, 4, 17, And say to Archlppus, Take heed to the miniltfll 
which thou hast recei11ed in the L-Ord, that thou fulfill it. 

Matt. 18, 17-20. And 1f he shall neglect to hear them, tell lt unto 
the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee 
as a heathen man a publican. Verlly I say unto you, Whatsoever 
ye shall bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever ye 
shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say unto you, 
That if two of i,ou shall agree on earth as tovching any thing that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which le in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in My name, 
there am I in the midst of them. 

1 John 4, 1. Beloved, lleHe11e not e,,ery spirit, but tr11 the 1pirits 
whether they are of Goll: because many false prophets are gone out 
into the world. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 

1. That the Church, outside of which there is no salvation, 
is the visible communion of all, either good or bad, who submit to 
the authority of the Pope: Roman Catholic Church. 2 These. 2, 
8-10; Rom. 12, 5; 1 Cor. 12, 27; Heb. 3, 6; Eph. 2, 19-22; 1 Pet. 
2, 5. 

2. That the Church is the communion of all those who are 
illumined by the inner light, no matter whether they are Christiane, 
Turks, Jews, or heathen: Quakers. Ps. 147, 20; Acts 4, 12; John 
14, 6; 1 Cor. 12, 3. 

3. That the only Church of Jesus Christ in the latter day is 
the Church of Mormon, and that all who do not belong to this 
Church are Gentiles: Mormons. Rev. 2, 9. 

4. That the Church can never be without the hierarchy and 
apostolic succession: Roman Catholic Church, Episcopal Church, 
Eastern Catholic Church, Catholic Apostolic Church. (The apostolic 
succession is not taught in Scripture.) 1 Tim. 2, 19; 1 Cor. 10, 17; 
1 Pet. 2, 5. 

5. That the Word and Sacraments are not the only signs of 
the true Church: Calvinistic Churches, Mennonites, Methodists, Ar
minians. Matt. 28, 19. 20; 1 Cor. 10, 17; Mark 16, 15, 16. 

6. That there are no hypocrites or impostors in the visible 
Church: Mennonites, Methodists, Evangelical Association. Matt. 
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25, 1. 2; Matt. 13, 24-26; Matt. 13,47. 48 ; Matt. 22, 10-14; Acts 
20, 29. 30. 

7. That the Church (the Roman Catholic Church) cannot 
err: Roman Catholic Church. (The Roman Catholic Church has 
erred; only Christ and His Word are infallible.) 2 Tim. 2, 19; 
John 8, 31. 32. 

8. That the true Christian Church has perished: Shakers.' 
Ps. 46, 5. 6; Matt. 28, 19. 20. 

9. That the miraculous gifts of the Spirit have been resto~ed 
to the Church of the latter time: Irvingites, Mormons, Seventh Day 
Adventists, Christian Catholic Church (Dowieitee). Dent. 13, 1-3; 
Matt. 24, 24. Similar views are held by the Holiness Churches. 

10. That Christiane of the various denominations may fel
lowship in spite of differences in doctrine, since purity of doctrine 
cannot be obtained: Calvinistic Churches, Baptists, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Arminians, Moravians, United 
Evangelical Church, Campbellites, Unitarians, Christian Catholic 
Church (Dowieites). Eph. 4, 3-5; Gal. 5. 9; Rom. 16, 17. 18; 
Tit. 3, 10. 11; 2 John 10, 11, 1 Cor. 10, 21; 1 Kings 18, 21; 
1 John 4, 1. 

XXID. OF THE MINISTRY 

WE BELIEVE (a) that the office of the ministry is a divine or
dinance, that is, Christiane living at certain places are enjoined 
by divine precept to preach the Word of God, not only pri
vately within the circle of their families, but also publicly through 
persons qualified for such work, and to have the Sacrament.a 
administered according to the institution of Christ (Tit., ch. 1); 
(b) but that the office of the ministry possesses no other power 
than the power of the Word, that is, it is the duty of Christians 
to yield unconditional obedience to the office of the ministry 
only, wherever and whenever the minister proclaims to them the 
Word of God. On the other hand, if the minister in his teachings, 
goes beyond the Word of God, Christians must disobey, so as to 
remain faithful to Christ. 

a) Acta 14, 23. And when they had orclatned them elflera in e1JCfll 
ch.urch, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the 
Lord, on whom they believed. 
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2 Tim. 2, 2. And the things that thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the &ame commit thou to faithful men, who ahall be 
able to teach othera al&o. 

Eph. 4, 11. And He ga11e some, apoatiea; and some, prophet,; and 
some ewn17e1iats,· and some, paatora and teacher,.-Ct. also Acta 20, 
28; 1 Cor. 4, 1. 

b) 1 -Pet. 4, 11. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God; it any man minister, let him do it as of the ab1Uty which God 
giveth; that God in all things may be 17lori:fl'3tJ through Jeaus Ohriat, 
to whom be profae anti dominion for e11er and e11er. 

Til 1, 14. Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of 
men that turn from the truth. 

Heb. 13, 17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves: for the11 watch for 11our aoul.t, as they that muat gi11e ao
count, that they may do It with joy, and not with grief: for that ta 
unprofitable for you.-Cf. also Luke 10, 16; Matt. 23, 8; Matt. 18, 17·20; 
John 20, 22. 23. 

W:m REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That God has not instituted the office of the ministry: 

Quakers. Eph. 4, 11 ; Acts 20, 28; 1 Cor. 4, 1. 
2. That Christ has given the office of the ministry not to 

the Church as such, but only to His apostles, who bequeathed it 
to their successors, the bishops: Roman Catholic Church, Eastern 
Catholic Church, Episcopalians, etc. Matt. 18, 17-20; Matt. 16, 
15-19; John 20, 22. 23; Matt. 28, 19. 20. 

3. That the office of the ministry does not belong to the whole 
Church, but only to certain persons within the Church: Calvinistic 
Churches, Presbyterians, Methodists, Evangelical Association, 
United Evangelical Church, Irvingitee. 1 Cor. 3, 21-23; 2 Cor. 
4, 5; Pe. 68, 13; 1 Cor. 4, 1; 1 Pet. 2, .9; 1 Pet. 5, 20, 3. 

4. That any one may publicly teach in the Church, without 
being duly called: Quakers, Unitarians, Spiritists, some Calvinis
tic Churches, Methodists, etc. Jae. 3, 1; J er. 23, 21; Rom. 10, 
15; 1 Cor. 12, 29; Heb. 5, 4. 

5. That God even to-day calls His ministers immediately, 
that is, without the instrumentality of His Church : Irvingitee_ 
Quakers, Methodists, etc. 1 Tim. 3,. 2; 2 Tim. 2, 2; Tit. 1, 5, etc. 

6. That the calling of ministers is a privilege granted not to 
the whole Church, but _only to the spiritual heads of the Church, 
such as bishops, elders, etc. : Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Cath
olic Church, Methodists, Evangelical Association, United Evangel-
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ical Church, United Brethren, Moravians, etc. Matt. 18, 17-20; 
John 20, 22. 23; 1 Cor. 3, 21-23; 2 Cor. 4, 5; 1 Pet. 2, 9; 1 Pet. 
5, 2. 3. 

7. That the ordination of priests is a Sacrament instituted 
by Christ for the bestowal of the Holy Spirit, the imparting of . 
grace, and the imprinting of an indelible character: Roman Cath
olic Church, Eastern Catholic Church. (The ordination is not a 
divine institution, but only an apostolic and churchly rite by which 
the call is publicly confirmed. Similar doctrines are held by the 
Irvingites and Mormons.) 

8. That only such are true ministers of the Church as have 
been ordained by bishops (Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Catho
lic Church, Episcopalians), by prophets and apostles (Irvingites), 
by elders (Mormons). Matt. 18, 17-20; Acts 1, 15-26; Acts 6, 1-6. 

9. That also women may publicly teach and preach as min
isters of the Church: Quakers, United Brethren, Salvation Army 
Calvinistic Churches. 1 Cor. 14, 34; 1 Tim. 2, 11. 12. ' 

10. That the different offices and ranks of the clergy are not 
of human but of divine origin : Roman Catholic Church, Eastern 
Catholic Church, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Irvingites. 1 Pet. 
5, 1; 1 Cor. 3, 5; John 13, 13. 14; Matt. 23, 8-10. (The Gospel 
ministry is the supreme office in the Church, from which all other 
offices are derived, and Christ has prescribed no differences in rank 
or office, for He is the only Master, and all the offices of the Church 
are brethren. Matt. 23, 8-10.) 

11. That not all believers, but only ordained ministers of the 
Word are priests in the proper sense of the term: Roman Catholic 
Church, Eastern Catholic Church, Irvingites, Mormons. 1 Pet. 2, 
9; Rev. 1, 5. 6; Rev. 5, 10; 1 Cor. 3, 5. ( According to the clear teach
ings of the Bible, all Christians are priests before God; hence min
isters do not form a particular priesthood in the Levitical sense of 
the Old Testament.) Heb. 7, 17. 18; 1 Tim. 2, 5; Heb. 4, 16. 

12. That only priests can forgive sins: Roman Catholic 
Church, Eastern Catholic Church. 1 Pet. 2, 9; Matt. 18, 17-20; 
John 20, 22. 23. (When the called and ordained ministers of the 
Word forgive sins, they pronounce absolution in the name of God 
and in the place of the whole Christian Church to which Christ 
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haa granted the office of the keys; hence their abeol~tion is ~'as 
valid and certain as if Christ, our dear Lord, dealt with us Him-

self.") 
13. That the ministers of the Word cannot really and truly 

forgive sins, but only proclaim absolution: Calvinistic Churches, 
Episcopalians, Irvingites, Unitarians, Free Protestants, etc. Mark 
2, 7; Matt. 9, 8; John 20, 22. 23; 1 Cor. 3, 21-23; 2 Cor. 4, 5. 

14. That private confession (before the priest) is commanded 
by God and is a part of the Sacrament of Repentance: Roman Cath
olic Church, Eastern Catholic Church. John 20, 22. 23; Matt. 9, 
2; 2 Sam. 12, 13. (Private confession is not commanded by God, 
but is an excellent voluntary practise.) 

15. That private confession (before the minister of the Word) 
must be rejected as papistical: Calvinistic Churches. 2 Sam. 
12, 13; James 5, 16. 

16. That in private confession it is necessary to en~erate 
all sine in order that the priest as the judge may detemune the 
penance by which the sinner must render satisfaction: Rom~ Cath
olic Church. Ps. 19, 13; Matt. 6, 12; Rev. 1, 5. 6; 1 Tim. 2, 5. 
(The called and ordained minister of the Word h~ ~o o~her func
tion than the preaching of the Word and the admimstering of ~e 
Sacraments. He is not the judge to determine penances by which 
sinners may render satisfaction for their sins. Sinners cannot _be 
saved by their works, but are justified by grace alone through faith 
in Christ.) . 

17. That the power of excommunication ( the office of t~e 
keys) does not belong to the whole congregation, but to the spir
itual rulers of the Church: Roman Catholic Church, Eastern Catho
lic Church, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Methodists, Evangelical 
Association, United Evangelical Church, etc. Matt. 18, 15-20; 
1 Tim. 5, 20; 1 Cor. 5, 11-13; 2 Cor. 2, 6-8. 

Noo-9 : The Scriptural doctrine concerning the ministry la rejected both 
by the Catholic and the caivlnlattc Churches. 

XXIV. OF ANTICHRIST 
WE BELIEVE (a) that the great Antichrist has appeared in 

the Roman papacy, because the abominations which ~ave been pn:
dicted in Scripture, especially in 2 These. 2, regardmg the .Anti-
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christ, agree with the hierarchy of the Pope and his members; for 
we behold the Pope, under the name and title of an infallible vice
gerent of Christ ?n earth, continually drawing men away from the 
~ ord and men ts of Christ, and instead alluring them to 
his own word and to the righteousness of human works and thus 
le~ding them into e~_rnal damnation; and we behold hi~ doing all 
this under the enticmg form of external church ceremonies and 
great sanctity, and appealing to all manner of lying powers, signs 
and wonders. (b) Accordingly, we recognize in popery that great 
enemy of the Christian Church predicted in 2 Thees. 2, and we hold 
that those err and cannot duly warn souls against the seducing 
power of popery who expect the coming of the great Antichrist, or 
the full manifestation thereof, to be an event of the future. 

a & b) 2 Thess. 2. Let no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there come a fa1linc, awav ftrat and 
that man of Bin be revealed, the son of perdttlon; who oppoaeth and 
ea:alteth. Mmself above all th.at ta caUed God,, or that ta worshipped; 
so that 7ae as God, ritteth in th.e temple of God, showing himself that he 
ts God • • • For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he 
who now letteth will let, until be be taken out of the way. And then 
shall that Wkked be revealed,, whom the Lord shall consume with the 
qirit of Hia mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of Hts com
ing. Even him, whose coming ls after the working of Satan, with all 
power and rigns and lying wonder-a, and with all deceivableness of un
righteousness in them that perish; because they received not the lovE 
of the truth, that they might be saved. And tor this cause God shall 
send them drone, d,elU&ion, that they should beUeve a lie: that they all 
might be damned who belteved not the truth, but had pleasure in un
righteousness. 

1 Tlm. 4, 2. 3. Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience 
seared with a bot Iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding to ab
atain from meata, which God hath created to be received with thanks
giving or them which belteve and know the truth. 

2 Pet. 2, 19-21. While they promise them liberty, they themselves 
are the sen,anta of corruption: for of whom a man 1a overcome, of the 
same Is he brought in bondage. For if after they have escaped the 
pollutJons of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, they are ,i.galn entangled therein, and overcome, t1ae lat· 
ler end ia worse with. th.em th.an f'Ae beginning. For It had been better 
tor them not to have known the way or righteousness, than, after they 
have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them.-C!. also Dan. 11; Rev. 17, 9. 18; Rev. 13, 13; Jude 8. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That the Pope is the visible head of the Church, the vice-
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gerent of Christ and the infallible teacher of the true Church: 
Roman Catholic Church. Eph. 1, 22. 23; Col. 1, 18; Luke 22, 
25. 26; Matt. 20, 25-28; 1 Pet. 5, 2. 3; Matt. 23, 7-11. . 

2. That the government of the Church has been assigned ~y 
Christ to the clergy and not to the whole Ch~rch: East~~ Catholic 
Church Episcopalians, Methodists, Evangelical Association, Mor
mons, Irvingites, etc. 2 Cor. 1, 24; James 4, 12; Acts 6, 6; Acts 
15, 22. 23; Acts 21, 22. . 

3. That all Christians must be 81lbJect ~ the Roman Catho
lic Church as the mother and teacher of all believers: Roman Cath
olic Church. 1 Cor. 7, 23; John 3, 29. 30; 1 Pet. 5, 2. 3; Matt. 
23, 7-11. d 

4. That the Church has power to make laws and to comma~ 
even where God does not command : Roi:na? and ~astern Cath?lic 
Churches, Methodists, Evangelical Assoc~ation, Um~d Evangelical 
Church, United Brethren, Swedenborgie.ns, Salvation Army. 2 
These. 2, 3. 4; 1 Cor. 7, 23; James 4, 12; Matt. 28, 19. 20; 1 Pet. 
5, 2. 3; Col. 1, 18; Isa. 8, 19. 20; Col. 2, 8; Gal. 1, 8; Matt. 15, 
3-9 · Josh. 23, 6; Deut. 4, 2. 

' 5. That the ordinances of the Church must be observed as 
conscientiously as the commands of God: Roman and ~astern Cath
olic Churches, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, M~thodists, Evangel
ical Association, United Evangelical Church, Umted Brethren, Sal-
vation Army. 1 Cor. 7, 35; Rom. 14, 1; Col. 2, 16. . 

6. That lay Christians have no right to. judge concemi~g 
doctrine to vote and counsel in church assemblies, or to share ID 

the gov:mment of the Church: Roman Catholic Church. 1 Cor. 
2, 15; l Cor. 10, 15; 1 John 4, l; Matt. 7, 15; Acts 15, 22; Acts 
21, 22; Rom. 14, 12; Acts 17, 11. 

XXV. OF CHURCH AND STATE 
WE BELIEVE (a) that although bo~ Churc~ and State are or

dinances of God, they must not be mmgled, smce they have en
tirely different aims; (b) that by the Church ~ ~urposes to 
save men, whereas by the State He purposes to mru.n~n external 
order among men; (c) that therefore also the ~ee.ns ~hich C~urch 
&IJ.d State employ to gain their ends are entirel1 different, ( d) 
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that the Church m11St not employ any other means than the preach
ing of the Word of God and must reject all external force and 
coercion, while the State, on the other hand, makes laws bearing 
on civil life and rightly employs for their execution also the sw.ord 
and other punishments. 

a & b) Matt. 22, 21. Render therefore •nto Oaeaar the fh.tnga 
wAicA are Oae,ar•,,· and unto God. the things that are God.'a. 

1 Tim. 2, 2. For kings, and tor all tAat are (n authority; that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 

c & d) John 18, 11. 36. Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy 
sword into the sheath; the cop which My Father hath given Me, shall 
I not drink it? .•• Jesus answered, My kingdom ta not of thia world.: 
If My kingdom were of this world, then would My servants ftght, that 
I should not be delfvered to the Jews; but now i.t M-v kingdom not 
from hence. 

Rom. 13, 4. For he is the m(nf&ter of God. to thee for 1100<1. But 
It thou do that which 1a evil, be atratd; tor he beareth not the sword. 
m oain: tor he 1a the minuter of God., a revenger to eze""te wratA 
upon him that doeth evil. 

WE UJJl:OT as unscriptural the following teachings: 

1. That the power of the State m118t be employed in the in
terest of the Church, and that the Church must assist in governing 
the State by the Word of God: Roman Catholic Church, Calvinis
tic Churches. Rom. 13, 1. 2; 1 Tim. 2, 1-3; 1 Pet. 2, 13-15; Matt. 
17, 27; Matt. 22, 21. 

2. That no Christian may hold a public office in civil ~airs: 
Quakers, Mennonites, Shakers, Dunkards, Matt. 22, 21; Rom. 13, 
1. 2. 

3. That a Christian may hold public office in civil affairs 
only if in the Constitution of the State God is recognized as the 
source of all power: Reformed Presbyterians. Matt. 22, 21; 1 ·Tim. 
2, 1-3. 

4. That the civil government has not by divine right the 
power to declare wars or to execute corporal punishment: Menn<r 
nites, Quakers. Rom. 13, 4; Gen. 9, 6; Matt. 26, 52. 

5. That Christiane m11St not serve the government as soldiers: 
Mennonites, Shakers, Quakers, Dunkards, Swedenborgians. Luke 
3, 14; Matt. 8, 5-7; Acts 10, 28. 

6. That a Christian must not take or administer an oath: 
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Mennonites, Dunkarde, Quakers, etc. Heb. 6, 16; Gen. 14, 22, 23; 
Joeh. 14, 9; 2 Sam. 21, 7; 2 Cor. 1, 23; Phil. 1, 8. 

XXVI. OF MARRIAGE 
WE BELIEVE (a) that the divine institution of matrimony is 

a union for life, consisting of one man and one woman; (b) that 
it is established and sustained by their actual consent for the pro
creation of children, mutual aid and assistance, as a curb to licen
tio118Ilees and an incentive to good habit.s and good fellowship 
among men; (c) that there is but one cause for the dissolution of 
marriage, namely, adultery; (d) that, however, an innocent pa_rty, 
maliciouslf deserted by the other, is not bound; ( e) that mamag1: 
must be entered into by rightful betrothal, which includes the con
sent of parent.s and the observance of the laws of affinity and con
sanguinity; ( f) that marriage must not be prohibited to the clergy; 
(g) that Christiane should so conduct themselves in marriage that 
also this estate may redound to God's glory and to the welfare of 
their own souls and of others. 

a) Rom. 7, 2. For the woman which hath a husband ts bound b1/ 
the law to her husband so long as 11.e HvetA; but it the husband be dead, 
she is loosed from the law ot her husband. 

Gen. 2, 24. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 

Matt. 19, 4-6. And He answered and said unto them, Have ye not 
read, that He which made them at the beginning, made them male and 
female, and said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, 
and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh. Where
fore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore OocJ hath 
Joined together, let not man put asunder. 

b) Gen. 24, 58. And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wnt 
thou go with this man? And she said, I w-m go. 

Gen. 1, 28. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be 
fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and hava 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the towl of the air, and 
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 

Eph. 6, 33. Nevertheless, let every one of you ln particular so 
lo11e his wife wen as himself; and the tDife see that she reverence lier 
1'usband. 

1 Cor. 7, 2-6. NevertheleBS, to avoid fornic<iti~ let every man 
have his own wife, and let every woman have her own hiuband. Let 
the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also 
the wife unto the husband. The wife hath not power of her own bodi,, 
but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not p010er of M, 
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own body, but the wife. Defraud 11e not one the other, except it be tDitA 
consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer: 
and come together again, that Satan tempted you not for your incon· 
tlnuency.-Cf. also Gen. 2, 22-24: Pa. 128, 2. 3. 

c) Matt. 6, 32. But I say unto you, That whosoever shall pvt away 
his wife, saving for the cause of fornicatto~ causeth her to commit. 
adultery: and whosoever shall marrv her t1'at " dh1orced committeth 
a4ultery. 

Matt. 19, 3-6. The Pharisees also .came unto Him, tempting Him, 
and saying unto Him, Is it lawful tor a man to put away his wife for 
every cause? And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, 
that He which made them at the beginning, made them male and fe,. 
male, and said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, 
and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one fle1h. Where
fore they are no wise twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath 
joined together, let no man put asunder. 

Rom. 7, 2. For the woman which hath a husband ts bound bi, the 
law to her husband so long as he liveth; but it the husband be dead, 
ehe ts loosed trom the law of her husband. 

d) 1 Cor. 7, 15. But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A 
brother or a stater is not under bond4ge in such cases: but God hath 
called us to peace. 

e) Gen. 24, 68. And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt 
thou go wUh this mant And she said, I wm go. 

Eph. 6, 2. 3. Honor th11 fathe'I' and mother; which ls the ftr1t com
mandment with promi&e; that 1t may be well with thee, and thou 
mayst live long on the earth. · 

1 Cor. 6, 1. It ts reported commonly that there ts fornication 
among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among 
the GentUes, that one should have his fathers wife.-ct. also Lev. 18, 
6 ff.; Lev. 20, 11 f. 

f) 1 Cor. 9, 5. Ha11e we not power to lead about a dater, a vxfe, 
as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Oeph<U1 

g) Rom. 13, 13. Let us walk hone,tl11 as in the day; not in riot
ing and dru.nkenneas,- not in chambering and wantonneBS, not in strife 
and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, ad make not pro
vision for the flesh, to fulfiJ the lusts thereof. 

Eph. 5, 3. 4. But fornicatton, and all uncleanness, or covetoumea,, 
let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints; neither jRtM-
ness, nor fooHsh talking, nor ;eating, which are not convenient: but 
rather giving of thanks. 

Phil. 4, 8. Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatso
ever things are honest, whatsoever things are juat, whatsoe11er tMngs 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good 
report; it there be any vlrtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things. 
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WB REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That marriage is a Sacrament instituted by Christ and im

parting grace, though it must not be preferred to celibacy, a etat.e 
more pleasing to God: Roman Catholic Church. Gen. 2, 18; Matt. 
19 4 · John 2 hll ,· Pe. 128; 1 Tim. 5, 14. (Marriage is not a Sac-' , , . 
rament. The enforcing of celibacy upon the clergy 1e an act of 
tyranny by which also the Pope reveals himself as the Antichrist.) 
Matt. 19, 10-12; 1 Tim. 4, 1-5. 

2. That marriage is a part of religion, and that without mar
riage no one can attain to the fulneee of salvation: Mormons. 1 Cor. 
7, 7. 9. 25. 40. 

3. That believers, as the children of the resurrection, must 
not marry: Shakers. Heb. 13, 4; Eph. 5, 3-5; 1 Cor. 6, 9. 10. 

4. That the clergy must not marry: Roman Catholic Church. 
1 Tim. 3, 2. 4; Heb. 13, 4; 1 Tim. 4, 3ff.; 1 Cor. 9, 5; Matt. 4, 7. 

5. That polygamy is not forbidden in Scripture but rather 
commended: Mormons. Matt. 19, 4-6. 

6. That the consent of parents is not necessary for lawful be
trothal: Roman Catholic Church. Ex. 20, 12; Col. 3, 20; Ex. 22, 
16. 17; Num. 30, 4-6. 

7. That a virgin may marry also without paternal consent, 
if she regards it as her duty to marry: Methodists. Mark 7, 13; 
Matt. 15, 3-6. 

8. That the Church has power to release from the Scriptural 
commands concerning consanguinity and affinity: Roman Catholic 
Church. Jamee 4, 12; 1 Cor. 7, 23; Matt. 22, 13; Matt. 15, 3-9; 
Deut. 4, 2; Josh. 23, 6. 

9. That no divorce may be granted for any reason, and that 
remarriage of the innocent party must not be permitted : Roman 
Catholic Church. Matt. 5, 32; 1 Cor. 7, 10. 11. 15. 

:XXVIl. OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD 

WE BELIEVE that on the last day the dead will rise, their souls 
clothed with the bodies which they posseeeed in the present life. 

Dan. 12, 2. And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake, some to everlasting Ute, and some to shame and everlast· 
ing contempt. 
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Job. 19, 26-27. For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
He shall atand <it the latter da11 upon the earth: and though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my f1eah shall I see God: whom 
I shall see for m11self, and mine eyea shall behold, and not another. 

John 11, 24. 25. Martha said unto Him, I know that He aha11 rue 
again in the reaurrection at the last da11. Jesus said unto her, I am 
the resurrection, and the lite: he hath belleveth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live. 

WB REJECT as unecriptural the following teachings: 
1. That the souls of those who have not yet atoned for the 

temporal punishment of their sine must be purged in purgatory 
before they may enter eternal life, but that they may be released 
from the purgatorial punishment through the prayers of the living: 
Roman Catholic Church. Luke 23, 43; Luke 16, 22. 23; John 
3, 36; John 5, 24; Phil.1, 23; Gal. 6, 8 .. 10; Heb. 9, 27. Aleo the 
Greek Catholic Church. 

2. That the souls of the righteous do not poeseee full aalva
tion before Judgment Day, that the souls of the damned do not 
suffer the full torment of hell till Judgment, and that souls 
may be freed from the bonds of woe by intercessions, alms, and 
the unbloody sacrifice of the Eucharist: Eastern Catholic Church. 
Luke 23, 43; Luke 2, 29; Eccl. 11, 3; Matt. 7, 13. 14; Prov. 11, 7. 

3. That souls may be converted after death and before the 
Judgment: Shakers, Spiritists, Mormons. John 9, 4; Eccl. 11, 3; 
Prov. 11, "/. 

4. That the departed spirits experience neither bliss nor dam
nation: U nitariane. Heb. 9, 27; Luke 16, 19-31; Luke 23, 43. 

5. That also souls are mortal, and that hence the departed 
are neither in heaven nor hell, but asleep in the grave: Adventists, 
Seventh Day Adventists. Gen. 25, 8; John 17, 24; Rev. 6, 10; 
Luke 16, 19-31. 

6. That all men after death enter into a better world: Uni
verealiste, Spiritists, Christian Scientists, Modernists. Luke 16, 
19-31; Matt. 22, 31. 32; Matt. 10, 28. 

7. That there is no resurrection of the body: Unitarians, 
Quakers, Shakers, Swedenborgians, Univerealists, Free Protestants, 
Rueeellites, Christian Scientists, Modernists. Dan. 12, 2; John 11, 
24. 25; Matt. 22, 31. 32; 1 Cor. 15, 12. 
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8. That before Judgment Day there will be a Millennium, 
during which the righteous shall reign for a thousand years with 
Christ upon earth: Irvingites, Adventists, Mormons, Russellites, 
Premillenaria.ns in general. John 6, 28. 29; 2 Thess. 1, 7; Act.a 
17, 31. 

XX.VIII. OF THE JUDGMENT 

WE :BELIEVE (a) that on the last day Christ will come visibly 
to judge the quick and the dead; (b) that He will receive into glory 
all those who have believed in Him to the end; ( c) and that He 
will pronounce the eternal doom upon all who have refused to ac
knowledge Him as their Redeemer. 

a) Acts 1, 11. Th.is same ./e1Jt1,s, which is taken up from you Into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have eeen Him go Into 
heaven. · 

Acte 17, 31. Because He hath appointetl a aay, in the which He 
wm fudge the woria in righteouaness by that man whom He hath or
dained; whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that He hath 
raised Him from the dead. 

Rom. 1,, 10. But why doet thou judge thy brother? or why doet 
thou eet at naught thy brother? for we shall all stantl before the judg
ment seat of Ohrf.tt.-Ct. also Matt. 26, 31-46. 

b & c) 2 Cor. 6, 10. For we must all appear before the jutlgment 
seat of Ohmt; that every one may receive the things done in hie body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

Matt. 26, 31-46. When the Son of man shall come In His glory, 
and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He Bit vpon the throne 
of Hill glory: anti before Him sh.all be gathered an nations: and He 
ehall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divldeth his eheep 
from the goats. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 
1. That Christ will not return to judge the quick and the 

dead: Swedenborgians, Shakers, Unitarians, Universaliste, Free 
Protestants, Christian Scientists, Modernists. 1 Thess. 6, 1-3; 
Matt. 25, 31-46. 

2. That not all must appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ: Seventh Day Adventists. 2 Cor. 5 ,10; Rom. 14, 10. 

3. That the time of the Second Advent of Christ may be de
termined beforehand : Adventists, Ruesellites. Matt. 24, 36 ; Luke 
21, 34-36; Mark 18, 32; 2 Pet. 3, 10. 

4. That before Judgment Day Christ will establish on earth 
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the millennium: Congregationalists, Irvingites, Mormons, Adven
tists, Rueselli tes, Premillenaria.ns. Luke 17, 20, 21 ; Rom. 14, 17 ; 
John 18, 36; 1 Cor. 3, 21-23; 2 Tim. 4, 18; 1 Thees. 4, 16; John 
14, 3; Matt. 26, 31-46. 

XXIX. OF ETERNAL LIFE AND ETERNAL DAMNATION 

WE :BELIEVE (a) that as the life of the bleBBed is eternal, so 
(b) also the damnation of the unrighteous in hell is eternal. 

a) 1 Thesa. f, 16. 17. For the Lord Himself shall descend from 
heaven with a 11hout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall riee ftrst: then we which 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them In the 
clouds, to meet the Lord In the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. 

Rev. 2, 10. Fear none of those things which thou shalt sutrer: 
behold, the devil shall cast some of you Into prison, that ye may be 
tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful vnto 
d.eath, anti I will give thee a crown of Hfe. 

John U, 3. And If I go and prepare a place for you, I wm come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 11e may 
'be also.-Ct. also Matt. 26, 31-46. 

b) 2 Thees. 1, 7-10. And to you who are troubled rest with us, 
when the Lord Jeeus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels, In flaming ftre taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord JesUB Christ: who shall be 
punuhetl with everlasting tlestruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of His power. Ct. Matt. 25, 36-46. 

WE REJECT as unscriptural the following teachings: 

1. That all men inherit eternal salvation in heaven: Uni
tarians, Modernists, Lodgery. Heb. 4, 8. 9. 11; Mark 16, 16; John 
3, 18. 36. 

2. That the wicked will not suffer eternal damnation: Uni
verealits, Unitarians, Shakers, Mormons, Spiritists, Rationalists, 
Russellites, Seventh Day Adventists, Modernists. 2 These. 2, 7-10; 
lea. 16, 24; Dan. 12, 2; Matt. 25, 10; Matt. 26, 41; Matt. 5, 26. 

3. That the wicked will be completely annihilated : Seventh 
Da.y Adventists, Russellitee. Rev. 14, 11; Rev. 21, 8; Matt. 25, 41; 
Mark 9, 43-48. 
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PART II 

Description 

A. BODIES WITII 50,000 OR MORE MEMBERS 
The material here given was largely taken from the Yearbook of 

.American C1'urc1'ea (1943 Edition), edited by Benson Y. Landis, under 
the auspices of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ In America. 
The churches are listed according to their mclu.rive meml>eraMp. The 
larger bodies described here (A) represent over 97% of the church 
membership of the nation. The remaining 3o/'c, of the church member
ship Is found In over 200 smaller bodies. The statistics are from 1942 
or earlier. Data have been compared with the official U. S. Census 
Report on Religious Bodies (1936) . Jf. stands for inclusive membership. 
The year given without further description in parentheses is that of 
the organization of the body. Compare for smaller bodies and religious 
trends, mentioned In Part II data under B, In this section. 

Adventists 
These bodies may be traced back to the Adventist movement (1883-

1884), which stressed the immediate (mlllennlallstlc) return of Christ. 
'.rhe Seventh Day Adventists (1863; M. 186,478) are so called, because 
they observe the seventh day, Sabbath, as do also other Adventist bodies. 
Other teachings: Only strict Sabbatarlans have part in the "first resur
rection"; dietary Old Testament laws must be observed (no pork); 
faith does not justify merely as the hand receiving Christ's merits; 
good works are necessary to salvation; conversion Is the total trans
formation of life; at the close of the millennium Satan and the wicked 
will be annihilated; the regenerated earth will be the eternal abode 
of the saints; the sacraments are not means of grace, but merely sym
bolical; Infant baptism must be rejected; baptism by immersion is 
necessary; after death man Is in a state of unconsciousness till the 
resurrection (soul-sleep). Whether the Adventists believe In the spiri
tuality and omnipresence of God, the Holy Trinity, the deity ot Christ, 
His Incarnation and atonement In the traditional orthodox sense, Is 
doubted because ot contradictory statements on these points. Mrs, 
Ellen G. White is regarded as a prophetess.-The Advent Christian 
Church (1861; M. 30,115), however, does not regard Mrs. White as 
a prophetess. Three other smaller Adventist bodies differ from the 
main group in minor details. 

Arminians 
Armlnlanlsm is a belief or doctrine which is held by various churches 

(or persons within groups) ot Reformed background. It was first 
taught by Jacob Arminius (d. 1609) In revolt against strict Calvinism. 

Its five Points are: Predestination ls condlUoned on man's faith fore
seen by Go!l; Ulliversal redemption; salvation by. grace, t4ougp m&Q. 
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not being totally depraved by nature, can cooperate toward conver
sion; the reslstlbility of grace; the l)08Bibi11ty of a bellever's falllng 
from his state of grace. Many churches in the Reformed denomination 
have accepted Armlnlanism, all Methodist groups being practically 
Armlnlan, though not all such churches may accept the entire Ax· 
minian program.. Later, Arminianism became identified with rellgious 
liberalism, and Arminians have denied such fundamentals as the Holy 
Trinity, hereditary guilt, the vicarious atonement, justification by 
grace, the Inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture. The Cumberland 
Presbyterians and numerous Baptist groups have adopted Armlnlanlam. 

Assemblies of God 
By this term there ls understood an evangeltcal, pentecostal church 

group formed In Arkansas (1914; M. 222,730). The various churches 
of thla denomination are affiliated with the HoHnus Movement, stress 
entire sanctlJlcation, and have a Methodist and therefore, Armlnian 
background. They reject definite creeds, but believe In the imme
diate witness of the Spirit as an Inward proof of the believer's salva
tion, In divine healing, In the gift of tongues, In the premlllennial 
coming of Christ, in tithing for the support of ministers amt mis
sionaries (no salary). To the Holines, Bodies belong eleven white and 
eight colored denominations. 

Baptists 
In :America the tlrat Baptist Church was founded by Roger W1111ams 

in Rhode Island (1639). Baptists are now divided into some large and 
many rather small groups. The Northern Baptlat Convention (M. 1,· 
538,871) sprang from the General MissionarY Convention (1814), The 
Southern Baptist Convention (M. 636,129) withdrew from this body 
in 1845 over the slavery Question, and has remained relatively conser
vative, while the Northern Convention has become extremely Uberal 
(Shaller Mathews, Fosdick). The National Baptist Convention, U.S. A., 
Inc., and the National Baptist Convention of America (Negro bodies) 
are closely related (M, 3,911,612). The American Baptist Association 
(1906; M. 115,022) was organized tn protest against the llberallam pre
vailing in the large bodies. The Free Will Baptists (1727; M. 118,871) 
are Armlnian in doctrine. The National Baptist Evangelical Life and 
Soul Saving Assembly of U. S. A. (1921; M. 55,897) ta a charitable, 
educational, and evangelical organization. The Primitive Bapttata (M. 
69 157) are opposed to all centralization, to modem mlBalonary so
cieties, and to Sunday-schools (known as "anti-missionary" Baptists). 
The United American Free wm Baptist Church (1901; M. 60,000) is 
closely related to the Free wm Baptista. In general, the Baptists may 
be divided into two groups: Calvlniatic Baptista and Arminlan Bap
tiats. The Calvinistic Baptists hold all teachings common to Calvinism, 
allowing the use of reason in rellglon, denying the communion of na
tures in the Person of Christ, the means of grace, the real presence of 
Christ's body In the Lord's Supper, etc. In addition, they bold legalistic 
views concerning Sunday, regard the sacraments only as ordinances, 
insist on tmmerston, reject infant baptism, a.nd are congregational (in-
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dependent) In church pollty, the sovereign right resting with the ln
divldual congregation. There are more Calvinistic Baptists than are 
Armtnlan Baptists. The latter hold the errors of Armlnianlsm. Thert: 
are also a number of small Baptist groups that are bard to classify 
since It is difficult to ascertain their exact confessional status. 

Calvinistic Churches 
This term includes such Reformed bodies as follow the Calvinistic 

confession of faith in opposltlon to Arminlanlsm. The five points of 
Calvinism are: Total depravity; uncondltlonal election; limited atone
ment; Irresistible grace; absolute perseverance of the believers. But 
not all Calvinistic bodies adhere to every one of these points. To the 
Calvinistic churches belong (In a general way) the A.ngllcans, Pres
byterians, Congregationallsts, Baptists, the various Reformed churches, 
etc. 

Church of the Brethren (Dunkers) 
This group, also known as the Oon,ervati'Ve Dunker,, originally 

emigrated from Germany in 1719 and settled In Pennsylvania. Being 
lmmerstonlsts, they were called Dunkers (baptizers). In general, they 
may be grouped with Baptists (Immersion; rejection of infant bap
tism), though in other points their doctrine resembles that of the 
Mennonites (non-resistance; refusal to bear arms; no oaths; love
feasts; foot-washing), The sovereign power ls vested tn the local 
church. Of the ftve Dunker bodies (German Baptist Brethren) the 
Conser.vative Brethren (Church of the Brethren) ls the largest (M. 179,· 
843). Next to It comes the Brethren Church (Progressive Dunkers) 
organized in 1882 (M. 16,590). Not related to the Church of the 
Brethren are the Plymouth Brethren, who originated In England (1827) 
and have no ecclesiastical organization and no ordained ministry (M. 
26,806). 

Church of Chri84 Scientist 
This is a cult founded by Mary Baker Eddy (1879) to restore the 

healing power of original Chrlatlanity (M. 268,916). Its doctrines are 
set forth In Science and Health With Key to the Scriptures (Mrs. 
F..ddy). This non-Christian cult denies all fundamentals of orthodox 
Cbrtstfanlty, such as the Trinity, the deity of Christ, the vicarious 
atonement, etc. 

Churches of God 
There are a number of groupe calling themselves Ch-urch of (Jod, 

some of which differ considerably from the others. In the General 
Assembly of the Churches of God two are prominent because of tbeir 
numerical strength: the Church of God (1886; Tennessee; M. 82,462) 
and the Church of God (Anderson, Ind.), organized (1880) and now 
emphasizing Christian unity (M. 83,875). These churches streJ!B en
tire sanctlJlcation, divine healing, baptism by Immersion, mUlennlallsm, 
foot-washing. Their background is Methodist and Armtnlan. 
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Church of the Nazarene 
This ts one of the larger Hollne88 bodies (M. 180,243), organized 11: 

Chicago ( 1907), stressing the early doctrines of Methodism, esvectally 
entire sanctification. It rejects bellef in the charisma of tongues and 
dtvtne healing, but is otherwise very broad in its doctrinal posttio~ 
requiring only such beliefs as are "eeeential to Christian experience. 
A characteristic of this body ls the stress which it puts on the teach• 
tng that Chrlet in Hie atonement made vrovtslon not only to save men 
from sin, but also to vertect them in love. Freedom le left to mem· 
bers regarding bellef in Christ's second coming and in the mode ot 
bavtism. 

Churches of Christ 
Under this name we embrace a large grouv of churches which for

merly were connected with the Dlscivles of Christ, but now (since 1906) 
are revorted separately. They have no organization larger than the 
local churches, are conse"attve, and do not collect statistics (M. 309,-
661 in 1936). They belong to the Holiness bodies, teach Armlntan doc
trine entire sanctlftcation, baptism by immersion, divine healing, 
though they do not agree entirely in doctrine and vractlce, since they 
are not bound to creeds. 

Congregational Christian Churches 
The Congregational churches date back to the Pilgrim Fathers (1620) 

and originally had a Calvinistic background. By 1800 Unitarianism 
gained ground in the denomination and in recent years modernism, or 
religious liberalism, often amounting to downright atheism. The Chrl&
tian churches date back to the revival movement at the end of the 
18th century. In 1931 the so-called Christian Church (General Conven
tion of the Christian Church) united with the Congregationalists (Seat
tle; M. 1,062,701). The united body has no binding creeds, is modernis
tic and unitarian In its bellef, and stresses the social gosvel. 

Disciples of Christ ( Campbellites) 
The Disciples or Christians, also called Campbellitee in vopular 

speech, were gathered tn the revival movement of the early 19th cen
tury by Thomae and Alexander (Thomas' son) Campbell, who rejected 
the Christian creeds, stressing only the Bible, but with the creeds al.so 
gave up such doctrines as the Trinity, Christ's deity, His vicarious 
atonement, ma.n's total depravity, sin In the.. tradltlonal orthodox sense, 
salvation by grace, emvhasiztng only faith, repentance, immersion (bap
tism) as things which men themselves can do. Bavtism ts only a con
fesslo~; the Lord's Supver, only commemorative of Christ's death. If 
they are misjudged doctrinally, lt ls because ot their own vague and 
ambiguous statements. No doubt, some dlsctvles are conse"attve, 
while others are rationalistic and modernistic (M. 1,655,580). 
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Eastern Orthodox Churches 
By the Eastern Orthodox Churches are understood the Eastern 

Catho11c Churches, which early ln the history of the Christian Church, 
sevarated themselves from the Western Catholic Church (Roman Catho
Hc), refuelng to acknowledge the Pove as the vtce-gerent of Christ and 
the head of Ca.thollclsm. In Europe they are divided into various 
groups according to the different countries in which these churches 
were domictled, though ln doctrine the Greek Orthodox Church has 
held a sort of leadership. In the United States the largest Orthodox 
(true doctrine) Church is the Greek Orthodox Church (Hellenic), 
which, since the general convention (1930) in New York City, enjoys 
a large measure of unity and order (M. 660,000). Other large bodies 
of this denomination are: The Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic 
Church of North America (M. 300,000) !lnd the Serbian Eastern 
Orthodox Church (M. 110,000). Outside the specific doctrinal questions 
pertaining to the papacy and a few others (the ftlk>que), the Eastern 
Orthodox (Catholic) churches practically defend the same system of 
work-righteousness on which Romanlsm is built, as also the same 
saint worship. Mela.nchthon's attempt to bring to these churches, which 
are now largely externallstlc, the evangelical doctrines of the Reforma
tion failed. 

The Evangelical and Reformed Church 
This body (M. 662,953) was formed (1934) by & union of the Eva.n.

gellcal Synod of North America and the Reformed Church. A consti
tution was declared in effect at the General Synod (1940). The merged 
boards were organized in 1941. The body ts llberal in doctrine and 
union1etic, regards conversion as an ethical or moral transformation, 
mingles Law and Gospel, streeses the golden rule (social gospel), and 
has been influenced of late 1n its doctrinal aspects largely by Barthtan
lam, but so that the Reformed background etlll governs the church 
in its basic teachings. 

The Evangelical Church 
The founder of this Methodist and Arminlan body (M. 248,476) was 

Jacob Albright (Albrecht; 1807). Its adherents were variously known 
as Albright Brethren (Albrechtsbrueder) or German Methodists. They 
themselves chose the name Evangelical Association (Evangelteche Ge
mel~aft), which later was exchanged for the present name. They 
stress perfectionism, regard works as necessary for salvation, and Uke 
other Reformed bodies, deny the efficacy of Baptism, and the Real 
Presence of our Lord in the Holy Supper. A breach in the body ln 
1891, which gave rise to the United Evangellcal Church, was healed 
in 1922, when the latter body united with the Evangeltcal Church. 
Some, refusing to return, formed the Evangelical Congregational 
Church (M. 25,241). 
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Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
(Five Years Meeting) 

The Friends owe their denominational existence to George Fox 
{ d. 1690) who proclaimed the soul's immediate communion with God 
(enthusiasm, mysticism); but their th~ologian (Calvinist, Romanist, 
Quaker) was Robert Barclay. In America the body split Into numer
ous sects, of which the one named above is the largest. The Religious 
Society of Friends (General Conference) ts next in numerical strength 
(M. 16,875). Orthodox Friends speak of the deity and the redemptive 
work of Christ, the liberal Hicksite Friends, only of the mystical mani
festation of Christ. The Friends rejects all creeds, so that 1t ls impos
sible to say if really they have a distinctive Christian creed. Their 
source of doctrine ls not Scripture, but the inner light; and their ob
jective ls not primarily salvation, but good works (the brotherhood of 
man). William Penn translated the simple ethical code of Quakerism 
(friendship) into exemplary practice in the colony founded by him 
tn America (Philadelphia-City of Brotherly Love). 

Independent Fundamental Omrches of America 
This ls an organization of representatives of various Independent 

churches in America, organized at Cicero, Ill. (1930; M. 50,000). It ls 
not a denomination, but its members are found in various church 
bodies throughout the country. It stresses the verbal inspiration of 
the Bible, the vicarious atonement of Christ, His deity, His millennial 
return, and confesses the Holy Trinity in the traditional sense of Chris
tianity, thus representing orthodox Fundamentalism. 

The lntemational Church of the Four Square Gospel 
This ls an evangelistic missionary body founded by Aimee s ·emple 

.McPherson (1927) after she had organized the parent church in Los 
Angeles (Angelus Temple; 1923). It has many branch churches in the 
United States and numerous missions at home and abroad (.M. 260,000). 
The body teaches the distinctive doctrines of Fundamentalism, and 
besides, the Holy Spirit's gift of divine healing and entire sanctifica
tion. The four elements stressed by the advocates of the Four Square 
Gospel are: Conversion; divine healing; baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
including "tongues"; and the premlllennlal return and rule of Clirist. 

Jewish Congregations 
The ft.rat Jewish congregation recorded 1n America is that of Shearlth 

Israel (Remnant of Israel) in New York City (1666) . In 1936 the 
Jewish congregations in our country recorded a membership of 4,641,· 
184. These congregations are either orthodox ( clinging to the funda· 
mentals of ancient Judaism, especially the Messianic hope, in an 
earthlx, materialistic sense) or Reform, the latter's religion being 
little more than naturalism{ the existence of a deity, the immortality 
of the soul, salvation by character). There are about 100,000 Chris
tian converts from Judaism in our country. 
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The Latter Day Saints (Mormons) 

This body owes its existence to Joseph Smith, who, after the publtca,. 
tion of the Book of Mormon {put into shape by the deposed Baptist 
minister Sidney Rigdon) in 1830, organized the first Mormon Church 
the same year. Smith was killed in 1844 and Brigham Young led most 
of the fanatic followers to Utah (Salt Lake City). Of the six .Mormon 
bodies the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints Is the largest 
(M. 816,774) and the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints the second largest (.M. 110,481). The first recognizes the Bible,' 
the Book of .Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of 
Great Price as God's word, and seeks to continue the primitive church 
organization, the gifts of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, heal· 
ings, and the interpretation of tongues. The latter bas headquarters 
at Independence, Mo. It followed the son of Joseph Smith, not Brigham 
Young. Mormons, despite their assertions to the contrary, deny the 
fundamentals of Christianity{ Holy Trinity, vicarious atonement, sal
vation by grace) and besides, teach "celestial marriage," baptism for 
the dead, "blood-atonement," and other pagan doctrines. The Reor
ganized Church professes the Trinity, denounces the doctrine of the 
Adam-god, the plurality of god, and of blood atonement, yet ta also, 
in ita basic teachings, non-Cbrlatlan. 

The Lutherans 
Lutheranism ca.me Into existence through the work of Dr. Marti!l 

Lu~er (1483-1546), who restored the Bible to its proper place, re
pudiated the work-righteousness, saint worship, and the many other 
errors of the existing {Roman Catholic) Church declared the prln 
ciple of separation of church and state, 'introduced popular education, 
and; above all, proclaimed anew the ancient fundamental doctrines of 
the Christian faith: "Scripture alone," as the source and standard of 
faith and life, and "grace alone" as the cause of man's salvation. Lu
theranism, In its confessional form, upholds the verbal and plenary 
inspiratio~ and the lnerrancy of Scripture, the Holy Trinity, the deity 
and vicarious atonement of Christ, salvation by grace through faith 
in Christ's bloOd, the regenerating and sanctifying power and work 
of the Holy Spirit, the efficacy and necessity of the means of grace 
the Word {Gospel) and the sacraments, the eternal election of God'~ 
saints unto eternal ute, the resurrection of the dead, the final judg
ment, and the eternal blessedness of the believers and the eternal 
damnation of the unbelievers and wicked. Lutheranism, however, does 
not teach a mmennlum, since neither the ancient church creeds nor 
Scripture itself, in its proof texts on eschatology, allow a mlllennlal 
reign of Christ on earth. Lutheranism came to the country very 
early in its history, and today represents a large and rapidly growing 
church body of more than five million members in the United States 
and Canada. There are still a few independent Lutheran bodies, but 
most Lutheran churches belong to one of the three maJor bodies· I 
The .d.merican Lutheran Conference, consisting of the following church 
bodies: the American Lutheran Church (M. 547,812); the Evangelical 
Lutheran Augustana S1Dod (M. 352,571); the Norwegian Lutheran 
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Church of America. (M. 669,112); the Lutheran Free Church (M. 49,-
606) • the United Da.nleh Evangelical Lutheran Church In America. 
(M. '33,439); II. The EvanqeHcai Lutheran 81fl'ID{liical <Jonfereuce of 
N<>f"th Amerioo., consisting of the following church bodies: the Evan
egllcal Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States (1,320,610); 
the Evangelical Joint Synod of Wisconsin and Other States (M. 316,-
660); the Slovak Evangelical Lutheran Synod of America (M. 22,424); 
the Norwegian Synod of the American Evangellcal Lutheran Church 
(M. 8,777); the Negro Mission of the Synodical Conference (M. 10,· 
724): III. The Umted. ,L,utll.eron Ohurch. in .A:merioo (M. 1,709,290). 
While there ts as )'8t no complete agreement among these three major 
church bodies regarding doctrine and practice, intersynodlcal confer
ences are being held for reaching such agreement. Since the Lutheran 
Church ls blstorlcally a confessional church body, lt takes doctrinal 
differences very aerlou&ly, and there la therefore among Lutheran 
church bodies greater agreement in doctrine and practice than there 
ts among other church bodies in our country. The following charac
teristics of the Confessional Lutheran Church flow from its two major 
doctrines, namely, first, that the Bible ls the only source and norm 
of faith; and, second, that sinners are saved alone by grace through 
faith tn Christ. 1. The Lutheran Church le confessional. By word and 
deed it confesses the whole counsel of God as this ts taught in the 
Bible and refuses to fellowship with all such as deviate from the 
truth' of God's word; 2. The Lutheran Church ls educative. Regarding 
the Goepel of Christ as the true means of grace, it believes in a thor
ough education and instruction of all its members, both young and 
old, in the saving truths of Scripture; hence its system of parish 
schools, Its confirmation instruction, summer Bible schools, doctrinal 
preaching and the like; 3. The Lutheran Church is e-vangelical. It 
forbids ottly that which God Himself forbids in His Word; hence Its 
retention of ritualistic forms of service, crosses, pictures, symbols, 
and so forth, allowing Individual Christians the greatest freedom 1n 
all adtaphora; 4. The Lutheran Church ts truly d,e,nocratic, believing 
that the supreme authority in matters of church pcUty rests with the 
congregations. In all things pertaining to doctrine, the Word of God 
is the sole arbiter and judge. In all other matters, the principle of 
Christian love decides the issues; hence the common Christians are 
accorded every prlvtlege which their high dignity as priests and kings 
before God tn Hts kingdom demands; 6. The Lutheran Church is 
Bibiical; hence it Insists upcn separation of Church and State, rejects 
every mtllennlalistlc scheme, and has its conversation in heaven (In
culcating sptritual-mindednees), where all true believers in Christ, who 
form the true, invisible Church of God, shall be forever united in the 
Church trtumphant in revealed glory; 6. The Lutheran Church Is 
faithful t,o 011.fflt; hence its opposition to every form of unbelief, such 
aa lodgery, unionism, modernism, rationalism. etc., and its open de
nunciation of every form of unholiness, as also Its repudiation of the 
social gospel, tts glory being the spiritual Gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
joyous message of God's grace in Christ Jesus, by which sinners are 
saved unto life eternal. 
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The Mennonites 
The Mennonites owe their name to Menno Simons, their out.standing 

leader (b. 1496), who gathered some of the scattered Anabaptist groups 
in the Netherlands, after they bad been dispersed in Germany ( dis
orders 1n Muenster; 1535; Jan von Leyden). Persecuted in various 
parts of Central Europe, they sought refuge in America as early as 
1683 (Germantown, Pa.; William Penn). Today they number ·about 
90,000 members, who are divided into sixteen groups, with centers In 
Scottdale, Pa., and Elkhart, Ind. The largest group is the Mennonite 
Church (M. 61,879); the second largest, the General Conference of the 
Mennonite Church of North America (M. 36,032); the third largest, 
the Mennonite Brethren Church of North America, with the Old Order 
Amish Mennonite Church (12,053) in the fourth place. It ts hard to 
define their doctrinal status, since they have no binding creeds. But 
central in their teaching ts a mystical spiritualism, according to which 
man is obliged to seek a mystical communion with God through the 
working of the Holy Ghost. With this doctrinal focus established, a 
wide range of trends is permitted, some Mennonites being outright 
Enthusiasts, others Pelagians or Arminlans, others Quietlsts, others 
approachlni; the Reformed and others again the Lutheran doctrinal 
ideal. The Old Order Amish group ls the most conservative: the Men
nonite Church occupies a central pcsitlon, while the General Confer
ence of :Mennonites of North America ls outspokenly liberal. To Men
nonites justiftcation means moral transformation, a church with sin
ners ls no true church, and the sacraments are mere symbols, while 
footwaahing is a sign of the purification of the soul. Over against civil 
government, Mennonites are passive, holding that 1t has no right to 
demand oaths, inflict capital :punishment or wage wars, these thing• 
being contrary to Christ's teachings. For the greater part, the Mennon
ites avoid all luxury, secret societies, defence by force, litigation, and 
have proved themselves honest and industrious in their civil life. 

The Methodists 
Methodism in the United Sta.tee originated with the efforts of John 

and Charles Wesley, leaders of the revival movement tn England In 
the 18th century. Methodism was planted in America (from Ireland) 
in 1760. In 1771 Francis Asbury, later a Bishop, came to Philadelphia 
a.nd It ts largely tb'rougb bis tireless efforts that the denomination 
was firmly established. The Methodist Episcopal Church was organized 
in 1784-85. The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, dates from 1846 
(slavery question), and the :Methodist Protestant Church, from 1830 
(lay representation). In 1930 these three bodies united into The Meth
odist Church (M, 7,813,891). other large Methodist bodies are the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church (M. 868,735), the African Metho
dist Episcopal Zion Church (M. 414,244), the Colored Methodist Epis
copal Church (M. 380,000). Altogether there are nineteen Methodist 
bodies (white and colored) in the United States. Methodists are Armtn
ian in doctrine, emphasize holtness or entire sanctlflcatlon (perfection
ism), are emotional in their religious expressions and legaltstlc in 
their demands (adiaphora forbidden). The sacraments are to them 
mere symbols of divine grace. In their churches they distinguish 
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between pastor (elder), deacon, local preacher (lay), and exhorter. 
Regarding church polity three systems are in use: the episcopal, the 
conference, and the congregational Methodism has wielded a wide 
and strong lnfl.uence on individuals and church groups and many relig
ious groups are Methodist in doctrine or trend, though they do not 
belong offlalally to any Methodist Church. 

The Polish National Catholic Church 
Tb.ls ls a Catholic group which has repudiated the Pope and the 

Roman Catholic priesthood, but at the same time also a great part of 
the Apostles' Creed. It began in 1904 when Polish immigrants became 
dlesattsfl.ed with the power which the Council of Baltimore (1883) 
had given to the priests. It has abrogated cellbacy, and priests are 
permitted to marry with the permission of the bishop and the congre
gation. It regards faith as helpful to man, though not absolutely neces
sary. Good works bring man nearer to God and His Mediator~ Christ 
Jesus. The doctrine of eternal punishment le rejected; slnf\11 man 
a.rt.er death may have a chance to regain divine grace through contri
tion, penance, and noble deeds. Sin ls looked upon as a lack of per
fection in man, and as man progresses in the knowledge of God, sin 
will gradually disappear. When thus man wm have obtained the 
image of God, His kingdom wm prevail upon earth (M. 63,366). 

\ 

The Presbyterians 
The origin of the Presbyterians goes back to John Calvin ( d. 1664), 

who organized the Reformed Church in Geneva on the presbyterian 
basis. (Rule by presbyteries, consisting of the pastor and one ruling 
elder from each of a number of congregations in an area. Above the 
presbyteries stands the synod [a number of presbyteries] and above 
the synod, the General Assembly. The session [minister and the ruling 
elders with the deacons), the presbytery, the synod, and the General 
Assembly form the church court.) In Scotland John Knox (d. 1572) 
spread preebyterianism and very early it appeared also in England. 
Already in 1640 a Presbyterian church was established in Americ;a and 
In 1706 a presbytery. Today the largest Presbyterian bodies are: the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church (1810; M. 72,691); the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, often known as the Southern Presby
terian Church (separated from the Presbyterian Church on account of 
the slavery question; M. 646,479); the Presbyterian Church In the 
United States of America (1640; M. 1,986,267) ; and the United Pres
byterian Church of N. A. (1868; M. 190,724). In all, there are now in 
t11e United States eleven Presbyterian bodies, which differ considerably 
from one another In details. The larger groups are permeated with 
liberalism. In general, the Presbyterian bodies hold to the Reformed 
faith, as this ls laid down In the Westminster Confession. The Bible 
Presbyterians are mlllenniallsts. 

The Protestant Episcopal Church 
Tb1s body was establtshed in the United States when Virginia (1607· 

JIUilestown) was settled, as the Church of England. It became lnde'-
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pendent of the Church of England in 1789 CM. 2,074,118). Its doctrinal 
platform embraces the Apostles' and the Nicene Creed and the Thirty
nine Articles (of the Anglican Church), somewhat modifl.ed. Laxity 
and modernism prevail in this church body today. The three parties 
found In it, are: the High Church party (Romanizing), the Low 
Church party (evangelical), and the Broad Church party (liberal) . 
The background of the church body ls Calvinistic; but not only are 
extreme modernistic views held, but also such Roman Catholic tenets 
find defenders as the doctrine of transubstantiation, holy water, the 
reservation ,of the sacrament, convents, and prayers for the dead. Con· 
nectlon with the Church of England is kept up through the Lambeth 
Conferences meeting In London every ten years. The body ls extremely 
unlonlstic and fellowships with other church bodies, especially with 
those holding the doctrine of the Apostoltc Succession, a central doc
trine of Episcopallanlsm. 

Reformed Bodies 
There are three cliurch bodies In our country which use the term 

Reformed, (Calvinistic) In their official names. The most noted of 
these are the Christian Reformed Church (Dutch Calvinists· 1867· 
M. 126,293) and the Reformed Church In America (New York'; 1628; 
M. 163,836). The Reformed Church In the United States (formerly the 
German Reformed Church) was united with the Evangelical SYnod of 
North America in 1934. These Reformed churches are strictly calvin
istlc, acknowledging as their symbols not only the Heidelberg Cate
chism, but also the Belgtc ConfeBBion and the Canons of the Synod of 
Dort. In church polity they are similar to the Presbyterian Church. 
though there is a difference in terminology. The ministers, elders, and 
deacons of a church thus form the consistory; all the ministers of a 
district with one elder from each church form a classis; four ministers 
and four elders from each one of a number of classes form the provin
cial synod, while ministers and elders from each classls, approved by 
the provincial synod, compose the General Synod. The chief theolog
ical seminary of the Reformed Church in America is located at New 
Brunswick, N. ;J., that of the Christian Reformed Church at Grand 
Rapids, Mich. ' 

The Roman Catholic Church 
The Roman Catholic Church (M. 22,9f6,2f7) ls so well known to 

most Inhabitants of our country, both in doctrine and practice, that it 
requires little further description. It is 80 absolutely anticbrlstian in 
its specifl.c teachings that Luther and the Lutheran Confessions (to· 
gether with many Calvinistic theologians and not a few Catholic lead
ers) have acknowledged the papacy as the Antichrist, whose coming 
Scripture predicts in 2 Thess. 2; 1 John 2: 18, and other places ( cf. 
Daniel, Revelation). While in theory Romanism acknowledges the 
Christian creeds, it bas 80 hedged these in by other antiscriptural 
creeds (et. the Tridentine and Vatican decrees) that it ls almost Im
possible for the Roman Catholic church member to learn the pure 
Gospel of Christ (salvation by grace through faith in Christ). Among 
its teachings are the following: Traditions and the Apocrypha are 
a source and standard of faith together with Scripture. The Pope 
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le the vicar of Christ, and (according to the Vatican Council, 1870) 
infallible in hie decisions and teachings, so that Romaniem presents a 
special kind of enthusiasm. Throughout, the doctrinal content is dom
inated by rationalism, and the whole system of teaching, with all its 
antiecriptural tenets, like saint worship, purgatory, the mass, extreme 
unction, additional sacraments and sacramentals, le based upon the 
work-rlghteoueneBB. The papacy claims supreme power in Church and 
state and le opposed in its doctrinal decrees to the ey~tem of free 
democracy, as we enjoy it in our country. The Council of Trent (1646-
1563) denied and anathematized every evangelical doctrine which the 
Reformation, on the basis of Scripture, proclaimed anew, and thus 
Romaniem represents a perverse and hardened church, an inveterate 
enemy of the Goepel of Jesus Christ. While today it permits Bible 
reading (under the preBBure of Protestant Bible societies), it le op
posed to the thorough Christian indoctrination of the common people, 
and wherever It hold ewaT keeps the people in dense spiritual igno
rance. It has been well said that the Church of Rome cannot be the 
true Church of Jesus Christ, since it contradicts and opl)OBeB Hie 
precious Gospel of free grace in Christ, the Savior of mankind. The 
old maxim: "There is no salvation outside the church," does not refer 
to the Church of Rome, but to the invisible church of God, consisting 
of all true believers in Christ Jesus, no matter in what visible Chris
tian church they may be found. 

The Salvation Army 
Thie ls an evangelistic organization, with a military government, 

first set up by General Wm. Booth ( d. 1912) in England and intro
duced into America In 1880 (M. 220,367) . Its chief purpose is to effect 
the spiritual regeneration of fallen mankind by persuading fallen men 
and women to lead clean lives. Its preaching ts highly emotional, and 
while the fundamentals of the Goepel are distinctly proclaimed on the 
basis of the Bible, the subjective experiences of the converted play an 
eminent part in their assurance of salvation. The organization does 
not acknowledge the verbal inspiration of Holy Scripture nor does it 
use the sacraments even as ordinances, the Army having no use for 
means of grace. In their preaching, Salvationlete mingle Law and 
Goepel, do not clearly present the vicarious atonement ("The death of 
Jesus Christ le not the actual payment of the sinner's debt"), mis
represents regeneration as a "change of character,'' just as they do 
conversion, justification, faith, and other vital doctrines, so that beyond 
the bare doctrinal teaching of Christ's redemption, they have no clear 
and adequate Christian theology. In addition, they are perfectionists. 
The American Rescue Workers and the Volunteers of America are 
closely related to the Salvation Army In doctrine and practice. Their 
separate existence le justified by the claim that these organizations 
are thoroughly American in principle and method, whereas the Salva
tion Army ls primarily an Engllsh (Brltlsh) institution. 

The Unitarians 
The Unitarian Churches sprang from the liberal movement in Con

gregatlonallsm, beginning in the 18th century. The American Uni-
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tarian Association was formed in 1$25, and a national conference was 
organized in 1866 (M. 61,600). Historically, the Unitarians are the 
followers of the Soclnlane, who (after the Reformation) denied every 
tenet of the Christian faith. Unithrians and modernism (religious 
liberalism) are identical. ! 

United Brethren in Christ 
The United Brethren in Christ (1800) are the fruit of the work of 

Phlllp Wm. Otterbein, a German Reformed minister, and Martin 
Boehm, a Mennonite, who together inaugurated an evangelistic move
ment among the Germans in Pennsylvania. There are in our country 
three bodies of United Brethren, of which that of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ is the largest (M. 425,337). The confe88ion 
of the United Brethren is syncretlstlc, it being a union of Reformed, 
Lutheran, Mennonite, and Dunkard elements. Their theology ls Armln
lan, since both in doctrine and in church polity the body ls essentially 
Methodietic. 

B. RELIGIOUS TRENDS, AND BODIES MENTIONED IN 
PART I, AS ALSO SOME OF THE SMALLER 

RELIGIOUS GROUPS 

Agnosticism 
The unchristian belief that God ls the Unknown or the Unknowable, 

so that man cannot know whether or not there ls a God and whether 
or not there are divine truths, as Christianity and man's natural 
knowledge of God teach. 

American Ethical Union 
A movement, founded by Dr. Felix Adler (1876), which "asserts the 

supreme importance of the ethical factor in all the relations of life." 
It rejects Christ and the Bible, and accepts only "experience" as the 
source of the light for a moral life. 

Antichristian Tendencies 
In 1 John 2: 18 St. John says: "Little children, it ls the last time; 

and as ye have heard that AntichriBt shall come, even now are there 
many a.ntichri1t1; hereby we know that It ls the last time." Antl
christlan tendencies are all false beliefs or doctrines by which the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith are denied. Luther and the 
Lutheran Confessions hold that the Antichrist, of whom St. John 
(1 John 2: 18) and St. Paul (2 Thees. 2: 3, 4) speak, baa been revealed 
tn the papacy. 

Arminian Baptists 
Such Baptiste as follow the Artnlnian rather than the Calvinistic 

beliefs. See Baptiste; also Armlnlans; also Calvinistic Churches. 
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Atheists 
Those who hold the antichrletlan belief that there le no God (cf. 

Ps. 14: 1). In Rueela, after the overthrow of the Czarist government. 
atheism all but destroyed Christian and other religious beliefs. In 
America, the American ABSociatlon tor the Adva11cement of Atheism 
(1926) Is aggreBBively mllltant against Christianity and other forms 
of religious profession. 

Bahai Faith 
The Bahat faith Is held by the followers of Ba!'.a-ullah, a false 

prophet from Persia (1817-1892) who Intermingled Mohammedan 
and Persian (also Buddhlstlc) thoughts and ldentUled himself with 
God. In America evolutlonletlc, rationalistic, theosophical and other 
pagan beliefs were added to this heathen, pantheistic cult. 

Buddbistic Missions of North America 
This body (M. 35,000; headquarters: San Francisco, C&l.) has been 

organized to spread the heathen religion of central and eouthGrn Asia 
(India, China, etc., M. 400,000,000) In America. It Is a pagan cult with· 
out joy or hope, teaching the salvation of the soul from endless earthly 
existence by contemplation of the truth and good works. Death Is Its 
salvation; annihilation, Its heaven (Nirvana) . 

Calvinists 
The followers of the doctrinal system of John C&lvln (d. 1564; 

Geneva, Switzerland). Prominent in his doctrinal system le the teach
Ing of eternal reprobation, according to which some have been predee
tinated by God from eternity to eternal damnation, a doctrine which 
the Bible does not teach. Central in hie teaching ts that of God's 
abeelute sovereignty, 

Calvinistic Baptists 
Baptists following the teachings of John C&lvtn. See Baptiste. In 

opposition to them are the Armintan Baptists (Free-Will Baptiste, Bap
tist Church in Christ; United Baptists, etc.). See also calvfnistlc 
Churches, caivinlsts. 

Calvinistic Methodists 
For the greater part, the Meth<>diste, following John Wesley, are 

Arminlan in their teaching. George Whitefield (d. 1770), however, 
opposed Arminianism and became the founder of the so-called Calvin
istic Methodist churches. 

Catholfo Apostolic Church (lrvingites) 
A fantastic body organized by Edward Irving (d. 1834) In London, 

England. Teaching that the Lord could not return unless there existed 
the twelvefold apoetolate with charismatic gifts (prophesying, the 
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miraculous gifts of healing and tongues), this enthusiastic sect 
obscured and perverted many or the fundamentals or the Christian 
faith. It le now a very small group (M. 2,677 in 1936). 

Chiliasts 
Those who hold the belief that Christ wm reign personally on earth 

with His saints tor one thousand years or an indefinitely long period 
before the end of the world. See M111ennlaliste. 

Campbellites 
See Disciples or Christ. 

Christian Church (General Convention) 
See Congregational Christian Churches. 

Christian Catholic Church in Zion (Dowieite&) 
A -,ect founded by John Alexander Dowie at Chicago In 1896 to 

restore the Apostolic Church with apostles, prophets, elders, and the 
gttt of healing. Strongly mlllennlallstlc, the sect taught dispensatlonal
ism. Other teachings of Dowle were: Baptism by Immersion, tithing 
ae an obltgation, abstinence from pork, liquor, smoking, medicine. 
After hie death (1907), hie son-In-law Glenn Voliva took over Dowle's 
organization in Zion City, north of Chicago, which upon the death of 
Voliva was declared bankrupt (1932). 

Christian and Missionary Alliance 
An evangelistic and mlBBlonary movement, started by Rev. A. B. 

Simpson in New York (1887) , to hasten the return of Christ by 
preaching the Gospel In all the world and deepen the spiritual life of 
Christians by the testimony of the Holy Spirit (entire sanctlftcatlon). 
Though undenomlnattonal and having no official creeds, members 
must teach the full or fourfold Gospel: (1) Christ. the Savior from 
sin: (2) Christ, the Sanctifier (entire eanctlftcatlon); (3) Christ, the 
Healer (divine healing); ( -1 ) Christ, the coming King (millennialism). 
A zealous mlBBionary body (M. 32,872). 

Christian Israelites 
A fantastic m111enialistic sect founded by Johanna Southcott (En· 

gland), who in 1792, declared herself to be the prophetess described In 
Rev., ch. 12. She predicted that the Messiah would be born of her on 
Oct. 19, 1814. Instead, she died soon afterwards. Her sect strictly 
obeyed the old Testament ceremonial laws, especially those pertaining 
to the Sabbath. 

Christian Scientists 
See Church of Christ, Scientist. 
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Churches of God in North America 
(General Eldership) 

There are many groups that bear the name "Church of God," some 
belonging to the Holiness Bodies, others to the Adventists, others again 
to the Dunkers (German Baptist Brethren: see Church of the Breth· 
ren). The relatively large body (M. 33,727) referred to here is known 
also as Winebrennerians. It seceded from the German Reformed 
Church and followed John Winebrenner, an ardent revivalist, out of 
whose revival movement among the Germans In Pennsylvania the body 
emerged In 1826. While it has no creed, It ts Anninlan in doctrine, 
regards regeneration as a moral transformation, denies that children 
can believe, and ls devoted to m1llennialism. It recognizes no Sacra
ments, but regards as ordinances foot-washing, the Lord's Supper, and 
Baptism by immersion {rejection of infant baptism). 

Colored Primitive Baptists 
One of the larger Negro Baptist groups, founded in 1866, and holding 

the same beliefs as the white Primltive Baptists (M. 43,978). 

Community Churches 
Community churches (union churches; federated churches; M. 

88,Ul) have so broadened their terms of membership as to Include all 
professing Christians in a place who care to Join them. Though 
organized along different lines, they, in general, advocate a this-worldly 
rellgion, laying but little stress on doctrine. Being thoroughly unton
istic and thus denying specUlc Christian teachings, they seek to work 
out programs of service to suit the needs of the respective community 
(Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls, libraries, lyceum courses, amateur dra
matics, etc.). 

Confucianists 
The followers of Confucius (d. 478 B. C.), whose ethical and political 

system, combined with the more ancient religious beliefs of China. 
forms the basis of Chinese law and education. Confucianism is not so 
much a religion. as rather an ethical system, pointing out the moral 
relations between man and God and between man and man. It ls gen
erally acknowledged by the Chinese, either in a pure form or mixed 
with Buddhist elements. In America Confucianism has had followers 
not only among the Chinese on the West Coast, but also among some 
white converts. 

See M1llennial1sts. 
Dispensationalists 

Dunkards 
See Church of the Brethren (Dunkers). 

Eastern Catholic Church 
See Eastern Orthodox Churches. 
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Episcopalians 
See Protestant Episcopal Church. 

· Evangelical Association 
See Evangelloal Church. 

Evangelical Synod of North America 
See Evangelical and Reformed Church. 

Evangelical Congregational Omrch 
In 1891 a dlvtsion occurred in the Evangelical Association, which 

later was known as the Evangelical Church. In 1922 the division was 
healed, but a part of the gr9up was not satisfied with the reunion and 
remained separate, adopting the above name ( M. 25,241). This group 
dUtered mainly on points of church poltty, as the name "Congrega
tional" suggests. 

Evolutionists 
Evolutionists deny the Biblical narrative concerning the creation of 

the world, asserting that all things (Including mav.) developed from 
lower to higher, from simple to complex forms of life by forces resi
dent in . matters. Evolutionism involves a blend of pantheism and 
materialism, of rationalism and atheism, and is in strong opposition to 
Christian belief. Evolution proper is atheistic. The so-called "theistic 
evolution" ts an adaptation of evolution proper by rattonaltstic 
church groups who assert that evoluton ls God's method of producing 
the universe. Both types are in opposition to Scripture. 

Father Divine 
A Negro false prophet whose teaching is described as a mixture of 

Theosophy, Christian Science, Spiritualism, and downright foolishneBB. 
By his followers he is recognized as God. He teaches divine healtng, 
denies the death of true believers, advocates celibacy, and in general 
demands that his followers lead a moral life. This movement ls down
right unchristian. 

Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America 
The Federal Council of Churches of Chrlst in America (1908; Phlla

delphia, Pa.) includes twenty-five constituent bodies with 24,884,640 
members in the United States; 716,920 ln Canada. It has no authority 
over the churches that belong to it, but exercises merely an advisory 
function, though it endeavors to be the mouthpiece of Protestantism 
ln America. It ls grossly unlonistlc and modernistic and advocates 
the social gospel. 

F'mnish Lutheran Churches 
Among the larger independent or semi-independent Lutheran groups 

the following desene notice: The Finnish Apostolic Lutheran Church 
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(M. U,511); the Finnish Evangellcal Lutheran Church (Suomi Synod) 
(M. 28,186); and the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(M. 6,928). 

Fint Century Christian Fello~ship 
This movement, known also as the Oxford Group, the Fellowship, or 

simply as Buchmanism, was started by Rev. F. N; D, Buchman, an 
ordained clergyman belonging to the United LutherAn Church. It 
gained headway in 1930 and the following years, but apparently is no 
longer aggressive. Some of its features are: Entire surrender to God; 
dally quiet time for Bible-study, prayer, and meditation; the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit; confession of sin; bearing witness to one's own 
experience of God's saving power and "teamwork.'' By "guidance" lt 
means immediate revelation of God's will. For conteBSion of sin it uses 
the term "sharing." Buchmanism is unionistlc and rationalistic, with
out a clear-cut confession of Christ's deity and atonement. It does not 
acknowledge the Bible as the absolute source and norm of faith, 

Free Protestants 
This term includes various rationalistic bodies, inimical to the Chris

tian faith which years ago were organized by German immigrants 
op1)0sed to Christianity. While the old groups no longer exist, their 
principle ls followed by such nationalistic groups as the Liberal 
Church, Inc. (Denver, Colo.), as also by other rationalistic bodies 
(Unitarians, Universalists, etc.). Free Protestantism is tantamount to 
Modernism. 

General Baptista 
A group of Arminian llaptlsts, organized by Benoni Stinson (1824), 

forming a relatively large body (M. 39,600). 

General Six Principle Baptists 
A small group of Armlnian Baptists, organized in Providence, R. I. 

(1663) and acknowledging as baslci teachings the six principles of 
Heb. 8: 1, 2: :rtepentance, faith, baptism, laying on of bands, resurrec
tion, eternal judgment. They overlook the fact that the sacred writer 
here does not enumerate all the fundamental teachings of Christianity. 

Holiness Churches 
See Church of the Nazarene; also Assemblies of God. The Holiness 

bodies, Arminian in doctrine, believe in (1) the triune God; (2) the 
plenary inspiration of Scripture; (3) man's fall and hereditary corrup. 
tlon; ( O the eternal damnation of the finally impenitent; ( 6) Christ's 
vicarious atonement for the whole human race and salvation by faith 
in Him; (6) entire sanctification after regeneration; (7) the witness 
of the Holy Ghost to the believer's new birth and entire sanctification; 
(S) the return of Christ, the resurrection of the dead, and the final 
Judgment. This doctrinal program, however, is not as orthodox as it 
appears, for when it is examined In detail fundamental errors every
where appear. Original sin, for example, according to Holiness writers, 
does not involve guilt unless it is approved by the free agent (Armln-
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laniem). So also the entire doctrine ot entire sanctifteation is rational· 
istic and enthusiastic. Related to the Holiness bodies are the Evan
gelistic Associations, which are fundamentalist missionary organt:za
tions, teaching perfectionism, charismatic gifts (miraculous gifts of 
the Holy Spirit); divine healing, foot-washing, mUlenniallsm. See 
Christian and ,K.i~lonary Alliance. 

Humanism 
Humanism (cf. John Dewey, Roy Wood Sellars, E. S. Ames, etc.) is 

an antichristian philosophy, which either ignores God or is downright 
atheistic. It opposes "belief in God as a superhuman intelligent Being 
worthy of human faith and fellowship." It is rooted In materialistic 
science. 

"I Am" Cult 
A pantheistic, theosophical cult which claims that every person has 

an "I Am" controlling influence, with which he may make contact 
through mysticism and thus gain access to the never-failing light and 
power of the "Mighty I Am Presence." It belongs to the many anti
chrtstian cults current among those who reject the Gospel of Christ. 

Irvingitee 
See cathoUc Apostolic Church. 

Lodges 
The pattern of all antlchristian lodges ts Freemasonry, which, while 

not a church, may be defined as an unchristian cult, teaching a uni
versal religion (of works) to which Jews, Christians, and heathen may 
agree. It originally sprang from the deism of British freethinkers, and 
was organized in London (1717) as the Order of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons. In the United States this "Order" is represented by 
the Blue Lodge (3 degrees, baatc to the rest), the Scottish Rite (30 
degrees) and the American Rite (Royal Arch Masonry; 13 degrees). 
The Royal Arch Masonry has several side degrees, as, for example, the 
Knights Templars. The three basic degrees of the Blue Lodge are: 
the Entered Apprentice, the Fellowcraft, and the Master Mason . .Anti· 
chrtstlan lOdgery thus denies the fundamentals of Chrtsttanlty, such 
as the sole authority and infalltbility of Scripture as the Word of God, 
the Holy Trinity, Christ's deity and vicarious atonement, salvation 
by grace through faith in Christ, and teaches in the place of true 
religion the pagan aoctrine of work-righteousness. Christianity and 
antichristlan lodgery are irreconcilable opposites. 

Millennialists (Dispensationalists) 
Mtllenntalists (premlllennialists, premillenartans, chiliasts), in gen

eral, believe that Christ after His second coming will rule with His 
saints on earth for a thousand years visibly and personally and that 
this will . be the consummation of the history of His Church on earth. 
Post-millenniallsts believe that Christ's second coming will follow the 
mlllennium, but modem chiliasts are upon the whole premlllennialists. 
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At the close of the millennial rule of Christ the saints wlll enter heaven 
with Christ, while the wicked, after their resurrection, will be con
demned to eternal damnation. In detalls the schemes of the various 
millennlallsts are greatly contradictory. 

In recent years the m11lennialistlc scheme has been spun out Into a 
fantastic system, known as dlspensationallsm. According to this ra
tionalistic belief, the six-day creation week has tte counterpart ln a 
"world-week" (cf. 2 Pet. 3: 8), every "day" or dispensation beginning 
with a special revelation of God and ending with a catastrophe as a 
punishment because requirements were not met. The dispensations 
are as follows: (1) Dispensation of Innocence (Garden of Eden; Fall); 
(2) Dispensation of Conscience (First Gospel; Flood); (3) Dispensa
tion or Government (Murder to be punished by man; destruction of 
Sodom; ( O Dispensation of Patriarchs ( Covenant with Abraham; 
promises not realized, Heb. 11: 13; Pharaoh's army destroyed): (5) 
Dispensation of the Mosaic Law (Commandments, judgments, ordi
nances; the crucifixion): (6) Dispensation or Grace or Mystery (Chrla
tlan Church; tribulation, destruction of .Antichrist, judgment of na
tions); (7) the Kingdom of Manifestation, corresponding to the drat 
Sabbath (the millennium Is the Great Sabbath; judgment at the 
''White Throne"; destruction of Satan).-The Second Coming of Christ 
(the resurrection of unbelievers; judgment at the "great White 
Throne," which ls the third judgment; the destruction of death and 
hell; the new heaven and earth). 

Not satisfied with these details, which are bunt ·up on various pas
sages, forced to flt tn with the scheme, dlspensattonaltsts have divided 
the last happenings during the last seven years of the sixth dispen
sation, through the mlUennlal reign of Christ to eternity Into twenty 
distinctive events: (1) Christ's Invisible return; (Z) the resurrection 
of the Just and the translation of the Itvlng bellevera; (3) the rapture; 
(0 the judgment of the bellevers (the ft.rat Judgment); (5) the war 
In heaven, when Satan ts cast on earth; (6) the Church escapes the 
seven years of tribulation; ('1) the great tribulation of the Jews and 
perhape of the entire Christian Church; (8) the Jews return to Pales
tine; (9) Antichrist is revealed as the hater of Jews; (10) God and 
Magog; destruction of Antichrist; (11) the revelation of Christ; (12) 
His coming to the Mount of Olives; (13) the judgment of the nations 
as to their attitude toward the Jews (second judgment); (14) Satan 
bound (after Armageddon); (15) the mlllennium; tulftlment of 
prophecies concerning the supremacy of the Jewish nation; (16) Satan 
loosed (battle of God and Magog; Satan cast Into hell); (17) the sec
ond resurrection (unbelievers raised); (18) the judgment at the 
"Great White Throne" (third, judgment); (19) death and hell de
stroyed; (20) the new heaven and earth. 

It ts clear that with this undue emphasis on mUlennlallstic or dis
pensatlonaUst details the fundamentals of the Christian truth must 
either be ignored or dented, namely, the preaching of repentance and 
remission of sins (Luke 24: 47). The Lutheran Augsburg Confession 
rejects the entire mtllennialisttc scheme as a system of "Jewish opin
ions" (Art. XVII), Christ's esehatologtcal teachings (cf. Matt. ch. 24) 
leaves no room for any mlllennlalistlc or dlspensational hope, nor do 
any of the great Christian creeds profess chlitasm. It 11 a product of 
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ratlonaitzfng enthusiasm which perverts Scripture and draws the 
minds of men away from the doctrines of sin and grace, justtftcatton 
and sancttftcatlon, which must ever be stressed, as the Christian ts 
directed tn Scripture to the inheritance ln heaven and not to any 
m1llennial reign of Christ on earth (Phil, 3: 20, 21). 

Modernists 
A broad term covering various forms of modern rationalism, panthe

istic and materialistic, which for more than a quarter of a century has 
been spread in colleges and churches, antagonizing and denying the 
Christian faith. In Cathollcism, modernism is referred to as "an alll
ance between faith and a false philosophy," manifesting Itself ln a 
spirit of disobedience over against Roman catholic Scholasticism and 
demanding a compromise between authority and Ilberty. Against it was 
directed the encyclical of Plus X. Po.scen4i Gregifl (Sept. 8, 1901). 

Modern Sectarian Churches 
A general term used for churches of Reformed background with 

strong rationalistic and enthusiastic teachings, denying or obscuring 
either some or all the fundamentals of the Christian faith. 

Moravian Brethren 
The Moravian Brethren (Bohemian Brethren, Unitas Fratrum., 

United Brethren; not to be confounded with the Methodist United 
Brethren in Christ) owe their origin to the work of John Hus, who 
suffered martyrdom in 1415. In 1734 Moravian missionaries came to 
Georgia and in 1740 to Pennsylvania, establlshlng the Moravian Church 
( Unitas Fratrum). There are today three small bodies of Moravlans, 
the Bohemian and Moravian Brethren; Evangelical Unity of Bohemian 
and Moravian Brethren in North .America; the Moravian Church 
(Unttas Fratrum). These bodies differ in minor matters, are all 
strongly mission-minded, C&lvlntstic (except regarding the doctrine or 
predestination), Insist upon personal and ·emotional piety, are anti
nomian ( opPoSed to law preachh:tg) and Arminian in their doctrine of 
man's free will and his total depravity. Their emotional rellgion has 
made this church rich tn liturgy and hymnody, James Montgomery, a 
famous hymn writer, belonging to this group. 

Mormons 
See Latter Day Sainte. 

New Thought 
An antlchristian, pantheistic cult related to Christian Science tn doc

trine practice, and origin. It believes in new revelations, and regards 
the Christian Church with Its fixed doctrine as a barrier to all really 
advanced religious, philosophic, and scientlftc thought. Theosophy 
plays an important part tn its teaching, just as there is in it also an 
appeal to the occult. 
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Occultlats 
Persons professing or practising occultism, as this ls done in modern 

theosophy and similar antichrlstlan cults. 

Old Catholic Churches 
These are churches which have retained certain distinctive doctrines 

. and customs of the Roman Catholic Church, while rejecting the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. When In 1870 the Vatican Council adopted the 
doctrine of papal lnfalliblllty, some prominent Catholic leaders (Doel· 
linger), refusing to accept the decree, were excommunicated and 
formed the Old Catholic Church. There are, according to the Yearbook 
of American Churches (1943), In the United States ftve Old Catholic 
Churches, of which the largest ls the Old Catholic Church (M. 39,600). 

Pantheists 
Pantheists Identify the universe with God, deny the personality of 

God, reject human freedom and responsibility, thus destroying the 
root of morallty. They claim that there ls no evil, since there ts no 
essence outside God; and since there ls no evil, there ls no sin. Pan· 
theism plays a prominent ftgure In Christian Science, Theosophy, Bahe.
ism, Modern Judaism, New Thought, and other antlchrlstlan cults. 

Pelagians 
Pelagians (followers of Pelagius; c. A. D. 400) believe that man, 

unaided by divine help, can convert himself to God, since there is no 
hereditary corruption. Semi-Pelagianism (a Roman Catholtc doctrine) 
ls a modlfled form of Pelagianism. A simllar error ls found in all 
religious groups that teach man's cooperation In conversion (Armin 
lanlsm). 

Pentecostal Assemblies 
'the Pentecostal groups are closely related to the Holiness bodies and 

stress the baptism of the Holy Ghost as proved by tongue speaking, 
divine healing, entire sanctlfleatlon, and the premlllennial coming of 
Christ. There are eight groups that come under the heading Pente
costal Assemblies. Of these the Pentecostal Holiness Church has 22,725 
members; the Calvary Pentecostal Church, Inc., 12,000; the Pentecostal 
Church, Inc., 16,000. The Pentecostal Assemblies of Jesus Christ, Inc., 
ls a merger of two organizations of Pentecostal faith, with a member
ship of 17,000. The term "Pentecostal" stresses the main doctrine of 
these groups, namely, the Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Ghost 
and the Pentecostal miraculous gtfts, which these bodies desire for 
themselves. 

Plymouth Brethren (Darbyitee) 
This movement originated In England about 1827 (John N. Darby, 

1800-1882), taking Its name from a group In Plymouth. It has no 
church organization and no ordained ministers (M. 25,806), Its basic 
principle is that of the visible unity of the Church with Its Head, 
namely, Christ; or that the Church ls the visible body of Chri.t. a 
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doctrine which affects the whole teaching of this group. The Plymouth 
Brethren reject all creeda as harmful and worship only the Father and 
the Son, since they believe the Holy Ghost to be the power of worship 
or the energy of praise. Baptism ls to them only a symbol. They 
reject Infant baptism, but insist upon adult .baptism by immersion. 

Premillennialists (Premillenarians) 
See M111ennlaltsts. 

Quakers 
See Religious Society of Friends. 

Rationalists 
Rationalists (llberalists, modernists) reject the distinctive Christian 

doctrines set forth In Scripture and accept only such teachings as are 
tn agreement with or may be explained by reason. Ratlonallsm ts 
found not only In such distinctively antlchrlstian bodies as the Unl
tarlans (Soclnlans), Unlversallsts, Swedenborgians, and the like, but 
also In Roman Catholic, Reformed, Armlnian, Holiness, and other 
bodies. 

Russellites (Jehovah's Witnesses) 
This enthusiastic and rationalistic movement was founded by C. T. 

Russell (formerly a Congregational minister), who since 1884, pre
sented his peculiar religious views In the Mtllennial Dawn (Pitts
burgh) and other writings (the Divine Plan of the Ages; The Kingdom 
Come; the Day of Vengeance; the At-0ne-ment between God and Man; 
the New Creation; etc.). In 1908 he moved to Brooklyn, N. Y., where 
he continued his work. When he died (1916), Judge J. F. Rutherford 
headed the movement, which has gone under various names: Millennial 
Dawn, People's Pulpit of Brooklyn, International Bible Students' Asso
ciation; Brooklyn Tabernacle, Watchtower Bible House and Tract 
Society, and is now generally known by the name Jehovah's Witnesses. 

The fl.rat incorporation took place in 1884 under the name the Watch
tower and Bible Tract Society. Since the death of Judge J. F. Ruther
ford (1942) Nathan H. Knorr ls president of the movement, which 
does not keep a membership roll nor constructs its own church bulld
lngs, but meets in halls or auditoriums. The Bible interpretation of 
the group ls allegorical and arbitrary. Its main principle ls that, ac
cording to the divine plan of the ages, all history (creation, the fall, 
redemption, death) ls preparatory to the establishment of Jehovah's 
theocracy, the "world to come." In this last dispensation, the Satanic 
organizations of the previous '"worlds" will be destroyed and Jehovah 
will rule undisputed in a perfect theocracy. The Jehovah's WltneBBes 
have been raised by God to preach the destruction of Satan and to 
prepare the faithful for the theocracy. 

A peculiarity of the sect ls their "date-setting'': The fl.rat world was 
under the control of angels and lasted tlll the deluge. The second 
world (comprising three eras: patriarchal, Jewish, Christian) ls the 
present, in which Satan ls ruler. The Christian era has seven cycles, 
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ot which Russell ushered in the last one (1874-1914). The third world, 
or the world to come, is the millennial world, in which Jehovah will 
rule and which Jehovah's Witnesses are now proclaiming. The sect is 
antitrinitarian, denying the Holy Trinity and Christ's deity. Its sys
tem of teaching is bunt on work-righteousness, professes neither the im
mortality of the soul nor the resurrection of the body, the 144,00_0 elect 
and is entirely anti-social (organized churches and temporal govern
ments being instruments ot Satan). The religious tenets are full ot 
contradictions and often It is extremely difficult to say just what the 
Jehovah's Witnesses mean to teach. 

Schwenkf eldians 
A sect founded by Caspar Schwenckfeld (d. 1561), an enthusiast of 

the Reformation period (Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, then develop
ing his own theology). He held that Christ's human nature was not 
created, but was born ot the Father out of the Virgin Mary, that there 
are no efficacious means of grace, that man is incomplete until God's 
ethical essence (love and grace) has become his (infused essential 
righteousness of God), that faith is the soul's mystical union with the 
absolute God and His ethical righteousness, that Baptism is not a 
means of grace, that believers may attain to entire sanctification (per
fectionism), and that the word and sacraments are not efficacious 
unless the mlnis~er Is himself renewed (M., in this country, 2,060). 

Shaken (United Society of Believers) 
A spiritistic, communistic cult founded by Ann Lee, the ill-mated 

wife of a Manchester (England) blacksmith, who emigrated to Amer
ica in 17U. Shakers believe that "Mother Ann," in whom Christ made 
His second appearing in the world ls worthy of the same honor as 
Jesus, because she le His female counterpart. Since, according to Ann 
Lee, all human depravity has its source in the sexual relation originat
ing from the "act of Adam and Eve in paradise," self-conquest must 
be the object of the Shakers• life, they dying to the corrupt animal life 
to be resurrected in the pure, angellc society of the blessed. This high 
spiritual attainment can be acquired only by virgin chastity and con
tinence. Sex-union or marriage is at variance with the "spiritual life." 
Shakers thus rellgiously abstain from marriage and their communistic 
societies are governed by rigid rules. 

Socialists 
Socialism ls not a rellglous, but an economic movement; yet social

ism (Karl Marx; d. 1883) ls so altogether evolutionlstic and material
istic In Its fundamentals that it ls one of the greatest enemies of 
Christianity. Socialists teach that man should be concerned about this 
life only and inasmuch as he le a part of human society. Should the 
world become better, three great obstacles of social reform must be 
removed: religion, marriage, and private property. Socialism, In Its 
extreme form of materialistic communism, found unlimited appllcatton 
In Communistic Russia. 

Socinfans 
The followers of Faustus Socinus (d. 1604), who In their Rascovtan 

Catechlsm (1606) laid down the anttchrletlan doctrines, by which 
Unitarians and modernists are guided. Socinianiem represents an en
tire rejection of the fundamentals of Christianity. 

Spiritualists 
Bpirttualists properly do not constitute a religious organization, yet 

they are so grouped in the Yearbook of American Churches, which 
mentions four bodies, of which the National Spiritualist Association 
(Inc.) numbers 11,266 and the Progressive Spiritual Church, 11,347 
members. Spiritualists believe in communication with the spirits of 
the departed and reject the Bible as the only source and norm of faith 
and Ufe, as also the fundamentals of the Christian faith. The cult ls 
pagan and ungodly in its theology, and its chief exercts~ommuni
cation with the dead-ls forbidden in the Bible. 

Swedenborgians 
Under this term we understand all those that belong to the Churches 

of the New Jerusalem, of which there are two in the United States: 
(1) the General Convention ot the New Jerusalem In the U.S.A. 
(M. 4,780); and (2) the General Church of the New Jerusalem (M. 
1,279). The Founder of this cult was Emanuel Swedenborg (d. 1772), 
a distinguished scientist, who at the age of ftfty-11.ve resigned hie hon
ored position to devote himself to the task of describing the wonderful 
things in the heavens and below the heavens, as he had received com
mand to do, after be had held conversations with angels, devils, Luther, 
Melanchthon, and Calvin. Hie basic principle was that of the universal 
relation between the material and the spiritual world. Swedenborg 
accepted only some of the books of the Bible, and these, he said, have · 
a literal and a spiritual sense. It is this spiritual sense which Sweden
borg endeavored to set forth In his writings. In doing so he dented 
all the fundamentals of the Christian faith, as the Trinity, the deity 
of Christ, the vicarious atonement, justification by faith, the resurrec
tion, and the Uke. Swedenborg's heaven is nothing more than a rela
tively perfect earth, and even his hell is not to be dreaded, since the 
devils do not appear hideous to each other, and the wicked rather 
enjoy bell as a hog enjoys the mire. The religion of Swedenborgianlsm 
rests upon the doctrine of work-righteousness and Is entirely un
christian. 

Synergists 
By synergists are meant such in the Lutheran Church as belteve 

that man must cooperate in bis conversion either with his own natural 
or with divinely-bestowed powers. Melanchtbon advocated gross syner
gism and Latermann 11.ne synergism. Synergism corresponds to Semi
Pelagianlsm in the Roman Catholic Church and to Arminlanism in the 
Reformed bodies. 
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Theosophists 
The founder of the theosophical cult was Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, 

who studied spiritism and occultism in India and claimed contact with 
the mahatmas (immortal teachers) , among them Jesus Christ. With 
H. Olcott she founded the Theosophical Society in New York (1876). 
The doctrines of theosophy are a mixture of pantheism, evolution, 
fatalism, reincarnation, and strange superstitions. They are drawn 
from (1) the ancient Hindu religious books; (2) astral records; (3) 
the mahatmas; and B) the so-called intuitions of the human mind. 
Theosophy is bitterly opposed to Christianity in all its central doc· 
trines. Its heaven is Nirvana, which means endless progress through 
new realms of evolution until the individual soul is absorbed into the 
cosmic essence. There are a number of theosophical societies in 
America; related to them is the Vedanta Society. 

Turks 
When Mohammedanism gained the ascendancy in Asia and Africa 

the Turks (Ottomans) became its chief defenders, so that they are 
often mentioned as representatives of this antichristian cult. 

Two-Seed-In-The-Spirit Predestinarian Baptists 
A small group of Baptists who are strongly catvinistic in their doc• 

trine. They believe that those wm be saved who have the divine 
essence ("seed of God") in them, while those wm be lost who bave 
the devil's essence ("seed of the serpent") in them. In many respects 
they resemble the Primitive Baptists. 

United Baptists 
A small group of Baptists made up of Separate Baptists (Arminian) 

and of Regular Baptists (descendants of the original English Baptists). 
When uniting, each group sacri.fl.ced some of its teachings. They prac
tice close communion (M. 27,000). 

United Evangelical Church 
See Evangelical Church. 

United Holy Church of America (Inc.) 
This group was organized at Method, N. C. (1896) and obse"es as 

ordinances baptism by immersion and the Lord's Supper (M. 32,000), 
combining religious principles of Baptists and of Holiness bodies. 

United School of Christianity 
This is a healing cult founded by Myrtle Fillmore (1886). The chief 

means of this cult for propaganda is the magazine Unity. It stresses 
such principles as the omnipotence of thought, healing by absent treat
ment, restoration of God's kingdom by dominion over emotions and 
passions, denial of the reality of matter, reincarnation and vegetar1an
i1m. It is an ant1chrlst1an, pantheistic cult. 
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Universalists 
The Universalists, like the Untarlans, are an unchristian cult, deny

ing the distinctive doctrines of the Christian Church. The founder of 
Universalism in its present form was Hosea Ballou, a former Baptist 
minister, who had become Unitarian in his belief. He denied Christ 's 
vicarious atonement and taught that sin is sufficiently punished in this 
life so that there is no eternal punishment of the wicked. Ultimately 
all 'will be saved. The religion of Universalism is this-worldly (M. 
40,666). 

W aldensians 
The followers of Peter Waldus, who in 1170 distributed his goods to 

the poor and founded an association for preaching the Gospel to the 
country people in southern France. Violently persecuted, he flnally 
died in Bohemia (1197) . Hts followers resisted persecution and grad
ually accepted many of the teachings of John Calvin, so that they may 
be grouped under the Reformed churches. Today they enjoy religious 
liberty in France and Italy and are characterized by their missionary 
zeal, their piety, and their general uprightness in life. 

Wesleyan Methodist Connection of America 
This body was founded at Utica, N. Y. (1843) during the Agitation 

of the Blavery question in the Methodist conferences. After the Civil 
War it stressed the doctrine of entire sanctifleatlon (M. 28,177). 

Zionism 
This 1a a Jewish movement to colonize Palestine with Jews. Some 

view it only as a nationalist movement, while others connect with It 
a religious element, since they expect the Messiah to come after the 
Temple has been rebuilt. Reform Jews (educated American and Euro
pean) regard it preeminently as an economic movement, while ortho
dox Jews recognize in it a religious signUleance. 
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Index 
Note: In general this index covers Part I, in exceptional cases 

Part II, A and B. 
Adam, created holy, 11. 
Adventists, 11, 13, 22, 2', 37, 65, 66, 67-69. 
Adventists, Evangellcal, 34, 69. 
Adventists, Seventh Day, 8, 11, 13, 14, 17, 21, 27, 29, 30, 34, 37, 38, 40, 46, 

66, 66, 67, 69. 
Albrecht, Jacob, 63. 
Albright Brethren, 63. 
Angels, good, evil, 9; not departed spirits, 9; sexless, 10. 
Antichrist, the Roman papacy, 48, 49. 
Apocrypha, 6. 
Apostolic succession, 44. 
Arminians, 6, 7, 8, 11, 13, H, 16, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 26, 27, 80, 84, 

36, 38, 39, 40, 44, 46, 69. 
Atheists, 72. 
Atonement, see office of Christ. 
Baptism: deftnit1on, purpose, 36; efficacious through word, 36; signlfl· 

cance, 36; still in force, 37; performed by any Christian, 37; not 
only by immersion, 37; not only for origlnal sin and before act, 37; 
not a sign only, 37; not forgiveness through obedience, 37; not for
giveness in millennium, 37; not merely reception into church, 37; 
no rebaptlzing, 38; not for dead, 38; Christian children holy also 
without, 38; also for children, 38; infant baptism not merely church 
ordinance, 38. 

Baptists, 19, 22, 24, 32, 33, 84, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 46, 60. 
Baptists, Calvinistic, 16, 16, 20, 21, 24, 60. 
Baptista, Free wm, 14, 16, 24, 29, H, 40, 60. 
Baptists, General, 76. 
Baptists, General-Six-Principle, 86, 76. 
Betrothal, rightful, 52; paternal consent, 54. 
Blavatski, 84. 
Bohemian Brethren (Moravian Brethren), 79. 
Booth, Wm., 70. 
Call to conversion, earnest, 23, 24; not irresistible, 24. 
Calvinism, 16, 72. 
Calvinistic Churches, 6, 7, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, 29, 30, 

32, 33, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 51, 61.· 
Campbell1tes, 6, 8, 13, 14, 15, 21, 22, 24, 27, 29, SO, 37, 88, 40, 45. See 

Disciples of Christ, 63. 
Cathollc Apostollc Church, 44. 
Cellbacy of clergy, not commanded, 54. 
Ceremonial Law, Christiana not subject to, 34. 



Chtldre11, holy by nature, 38; of Christians holy without Baptism, 38; 
should be baptized, 38; can belleve, 38. 

Christ, Son of God, born of virgin, two natures, 17; worshiped as 
God, 18; not subordinate, 19; the only mediator, 21; the only sav
iour, 22. 

Christian Catholic Church in Zion, 6, 46, 73. 
Christian .Church (General Convention), 8, 73. 
Christian Israelites, 13, 18, 20, 30, 37, 64, 73. 
Christians. See CampbelUtes. . 
Christian Scientists, 6, 8, 10, 11, 13, 17, 21, 22, 27, 66, 66. See Church 

of Christ. Scientist, 61. 
Church, membership, qualiftcatlons for, 41, 42; privileges for all believ

ers, 41; orthodox and heterodox, 41, 42; offices in, 42, 43; head of 
not the pope, 44: not marked by inner Ught, 44, or apostoUc suc
cession, 44; word and sacraments the signs of, 44; vtslble, 44, 46. 

Church and State, must not bo mingled, 60, 61; purpose of each, 60, 61; · 
instruments of, 51; one cannot be employed for interests of other, 61. 

Churches of God, 61. 
Civil Government, power to declare wars, execute capital punishment, 61. 
Communication of attributes of Christ, 18. 
Communion of natures of Christ, 18. 
Confucianists, 74. 
Congregationalists, 6, 16, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 32, 34, 36, 37, 39, 40, 41, 

45, 67. See Congregational Christian Churches, 62. 
Contrition, deftnitlon of, 28; essential for repentance, 28, 29. 
Conversion, works faith, 23; work. of God, 23: Holy Spirit w111ing to 

work in all, 23; failure the fault of man, 24; also in children, 24; 
none after death, 66. 

Creation, 10; recorded in the Bible alone, 10. 
Cumberland Presbyterians, 16, 24, 68. 
Death of Christ, perfect satisfaction, 21; paid penalty of our sin, 21. 
Divorce, 64. 
Dowieites, see Christian Catholic Church in Zion. 
Dunkards, 61, 62, 74. See Church of the Brethren, 61. 
Eastern Cathollc Church 6, 6, 9, 18, 14, 16, 21. 22, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 

32, 34, 36, 37, 38, 41, 44, 46, 47, 48, 60, 66. See Eastern Orthodox 
Churches, 63. 

Eddy, Mary Baker Glover, 61. 
Election ot grace and predestination, 14: no election of wrath, 14, 16: 

man not a cause of own salvation, 14, 16, 16; from eternity, 16; in 
Christ, 16; elect can fall, 16, 24; sure through faith in Christ, 16: 
not lost through absolute decree, 16. 

EpiscopaUans, 22, 32, 36, 37, 38, 40, 41, 44, 46, 46, 47, 48, 60. See Prote&
tant Episcopal Church, 68. 

Eternal damnation for wicked, 67; not annihilation, 67. 
Eternal Life, not for all, 66, 67; really eternal, 67. _j_.: 

Evangelical and Reformed Church, 63. 
Evangelical Association, 14, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 29, 30, 32, 34, 35, 37, 38, 40, 

44, 46, 47, 48, 60. See Evangelical Church, 63. 
Evangelical Church, United, 18, 22, 28, 29, 30, 32, 34, 36, 37, 38, 40, 41, 46, 

46, 41, 48, 60. 
Evolutionists, 10, 11, 76. 
Exaltation of Christ, not with different body, 22: full divine power in, 22. 
Excommunication, belongs to whole congregation, 48. 
Fa.1th, gift Qf God, 24: only way to salvation, 26: not placed in doctrine 

of church, 26; trust and assent, 25; Christ the object of, 25; love 
and obedience fruits, not essence of, 25; doea not exist with mortal 
sin, 25; trust in merit of Christ, 27. 

Fall, account of, not an allegoey, 13; not fated, 13; not inchastlty, 13. 
Fasting, 39. 
Father Divine, 75. 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, 75. 
Forgiveness of sin, 26, 27; remiBSion of all punishment, 27; sure, 27; 

sureness of without emotional feeling, 28. 
Fox, George, 64. 
Free Protestants, 13, 14, 17, 20, 21, 22, 24, 27, 29, 30, 31, 34, 35, 37, 48, 66, 

66, 76. 
Free Will, 14. 
Free wm Baptists, 14, 16, 24, 29, 34, 40, 60. 
God, Trtume, 7, 8; a Spirit, 8; the only eternal being, 8; omniscient, 8; 

omnipresent, 8. 
Good works, necessary, 29; only by regenerate, 30; not by command of 

Church, 31; no supererogatoey, 30; not perfectly good, 30; not nec
essary for salvation, 30. 

Gospel, not concerning good works, 34, nor inner light, 34: promises of 
not condltlonal, 34. 

Government of Church, not assigned to clergy alone, 60. 
Holiness Churches, 30, 45, 76. See Pentecostal Churches. 
Holy Ghost, true God, 8; proceeds from Father and Son, 9; works con

version, 23; willlng, 23: earnest to work conversion, 24; gifts of, 46. 
Humanity of Christ, possesses divine majesty, 18; exists also after ex-

altation, 22; not mediator alone, 19. 
Hus, John, 79. 
J.mage of God, false views of, 11; holiness, immortality, body and soul, 11. 
Immortality of man, 11. 
Imputed sin, 14. 
Infused grace, 27. 
Inner Light, 44; see Quakers. 
International Bible Studenta' Association, 81. 
Irvtngltes, 9, 19, 22, 27, 34, 36, 45, 46, 47, 48, 60, 56, 66, 67. See Catholic 

Apostolic Church, 72, 



Jehovah's Witnesses, 81. 
Judgment, through Christ, 56; to glory or damnation, 56; for alt, 56; 

Ume ot not determinable, 56. 
Juatlflcatlon, by grace, without deeds, 26, 27; center ot Christian doc

trine, 26; for Christ's sake, 26; judicial act, 27; actual torgiveneBB 
ot sin, 27; not annihilation of sin, 27. 

Knowledge ot God, natural; In all men, 7; obtained by nature and con-
science, 7; not sufficient tor salvation, 7. 

Knox, John, 68. 
Latter Day Saints, 65. 
Law, does not make a man a Christian, 34. 
Law and Goepel, purpos.e of, 33; each must be preached, 33. 
Laymen, right to judge doctrine, govern Church, 50. 
Lee, .Anna, 82. 
Llberaliats, 8, 13, (Modernists) 79. 
Lodges, 8, 30, 31, 57, 77. 
Lord's Supper, definition, benefit, 38; efficacious through word, 39; for 

all time, 39; Uteral, 39, 40; In both kinda, 40; breaking of bread In, 
40; sacramental presence, 40; transubstantiation, 40; not only 
memorial, 40; received also by unworthy, 41: not for chlldren, 41. 

Lutheran Church, 66, 68, 69. 
Majesty of Christ. not juat through baptism of Chrlat, 18. 
Man, created In God's Image, 10, 11. 
Marriage, divine institution, purpose, conditlon of dissolution, for all, 

62, 63; not a sacrament, 64; not a part of religion, 64; consanguin
ity and afflnlty In, not abaolvable by church, 64. 

Mary, conceived and bom In sin, 13; not a mediator, 21; not object of 
prayer, 31. 

Maaa, 40; unbloody sacrifice tor the living and the dead, 41. 
McPherson, Aimee Semple, 64. 
Means of grace, the Goepel, sacraments of Baptism and Lord's Supper, 

31; the method of mlBBion work, 31, 32; God works through them, 33. 
Mennonites, 6, 14, 17, 21, 24, 26, 27, 29, 30, 32, 34, 35, 37, 38 39, 40 44 
~~n . ' ' 

Methodists, 6, 14, 16, 20, 21, 22, 24, 27, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 34, 36, 37, 38, 
89, 40, 41, «, 46, 46, 47, 48, 60, 64, 67. 

Methodists, Calvinlatlc, 16, 16, 20, 21, 72. 
Millennium, 21; baptism and, 37; 66, 57. 
Mlnlatry, 46; divinely ordained, 46, 46; Word its only power, 46, 46; not 

given to the apostles alone, 46; no preaching without call, 46; call 
not Immediate, 46; call the privilege of the church, 46; ranks in, of 
human origin, 47; all Christiana priests before God, 47; can for
give atna, 47. , I 

Modernists, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 27, 30, 87, 
88, 66, 66, 57, 79. 

Modern Sectarian churches, 6. 

Moravian Brethren, 9, 14, 19, 20, 27, 29, 34, 37, 40, 46, 47, 79. 
Mormons, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 23, 24, 27, 29, 30, 84, 35, 37, 

· 88, 39, 40, 44, 46, 47, 60, 64, 66, 66, 67, 66. 
Natures of Christ, not fused, 18. 
New Revelation, 6, 6. 
Oaths, right to take or administer, 51, 62. 
Office of Christ, purpose, method, coming to judge, 19, 20; fulfilled the 

Law tor men, 20; not to proclaim law a.new, 20; atonod for original 
and actual sin, 21; tor elect and non-elect, 20; suffered agony of 
hell, 22. 

Old Catholics, 9, 80. 
Ordinances of Church, not on level with Scripture, 60. 
Ordinances of God, binding, 36, 
Ordination, not a sacrament, 47; not by bishops alone, 47. 
Original sin, 12; universal, 13: also in rez:enerate, 13. 
Otterbein, 71. 
Penn, Wllllam, 64. 
Personal union of Christ, also after exaltation, 18. 
Polygamy, forbidden, 64. 
P~yer, deflnltlon, object, not tor dead, at all times, 30, 31; whole Trln-

ltf ehould be addressed, 31; not spirits of departed, 31. 
Predesttnatlon, see Election. 
Prem11lennarlans, 56, 57. 
Presbyterians, 6, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 24, 32, 33, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 45, 

46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 68. 
Presbyterians, Cumberland, 16, 24, 68. 
Presbyterians, Reformed, 16, 51. 
Private Confession, not commanded, 48; not to be rejected, 48; enumer-

ation of sins In, not necessary, 48. 
Public Office, Christians' right to hold, 51. 
Purgatory, false, 65. 
Quakers, 5, 6, 7, 8, 14, 17, 24, 25, 27, 30, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39, 40, 44, 46, 47, 

51, 52, 66, 64. 
Rationalism, 6, 9. 
Relatlonallata, 6, 10, 11, 13, 17, 19, 56, 57, ·81. 
Repentance, sorrow for sin through conven,lon, 28; consists of contri-

tion and faith, 28; not a sacrament, 28; not renewal essentially, 29, 
Reformed Bodies, 69. 
Resurrection, 54, 55; to punishment or bllaa, 55: also of body, 55. 
Resurrection ot Christ, bodily, 22. 
Roman Catholic Church, 6, 6, 11, 13, 14, 16, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 

30, 31, 32, 34, 35, 37, 38, 40, 41, 44, 46, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 54, 56, 69 
Russellites, 8, 11, 17, 21, 22, 66, 56, 67, 81. 
Jiuthertord, J. F., 81. 



Sacraments, true, 31, 32; not seven, 32; means of grace, 32; deflnlUon 
and number, 3f, 35; no others, 35; not symbols alone, 35; for all 
time, 35; faith necessary for, 35. 

Sainte, not mediators, 21; of Old Testament, freed by Christ, 22; nol 
object of prayer, 31. 

Salvation Army, 6, 7, 16, 21, 28, 29, 30, 33, 37, 38, 39, fO, f7, 50, 70. 
Sanctiflcatfon, through Holy Spirit, 29, imperfect in this life, 29, 30. 
Schwenkfeldians, 17, 18, 22, 27, 30, 82. 
Scriptures, Holy; divine inspiration of, 5, 6; infalltbtlfty of, 6, 7; stan

dard of doctrine, 5; completeness, clearness, power of, 6; reading 
by laity, 6. 

Sectarian Churches, H, 15, 30, 38. 
Shakers, 6, 8, 10, 13, H, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 2,, 25, 30, 37, 39, f5, 51, 5f, 

55, 56, 57, 82. 
Sin, origin, results, remedy, 12; existence, 13; venial, mortal, H; pun-

ished, u. 
Smith, Joseph, 65. 
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