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blooded craft of his application of it. He saw that an opportunity was
given them of at once getting rid of an awkward factor in the com-
munity, a person dangerous to their influence, and of currying favor
with Rome, by putting to death one who was claiming to be the king
of the Jews.”

Fur unsd legt bad Qauptgewidt ber Yusfage in den Worten
ofterbe fiir (dado) Dasd BVoli”. CPrifti Tod {ollte jtellveriretend
jein; er jollte nicht nur im Namen ded BVolfes {terben, fein Tod follte
nidgt mir gum politijden BVorteil ded Bolfes gereidjen, jondern die Stell-
pertretung follte im eigentlidhiten Sinne des Wortesd gelten, dah ndmlich
Chriftus an Stelle des jiindliden Bolfes alg Siinber, ala libertreter, ben
Tod leiden, wahrend das {Guldige BVolf die BVerfidgerung der Erlsfung,
ber Befreiung, Haben {ollte.

Diefe Cregefe liefert der PHeilige Geift felber durd) Johannes:
IEfus follte fterben fiir dad Wolf, und nidt nur fiix dbas BVolf ber
Subden allein, fondern auf daf er aud) die Rinber Goites, die jeit nod
inmitten der PHeidenivelt gerfireut mwaren, ufammenbradgle in eins.
Das ift e3, wad der ftellberfretende Tod Chrifti betvirft Yat: die Srls=
fung aller Menjdhen von Siinde, SHuld und Strafe, fo daf er fich Fraft
ber €rldjung ein Heiliged BVolf ausd Juben und Heiden gejammelt Hat.
B. €. 8.

@
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Die BVereinigte Lutherijdje Kirdje und die Verbalinjpivation.

1.

Bon der BVereinigten Quiherifdhen Rirche, die foir in diefem Artilel
im fpeiteren einfad) mit GLC Dbegeidinen iverden, find bor einiger Jeit
Nufforderungen beim Prajidium unferer Shnobe eingelaufen, ivic
midten un3 mit ihren Vertretern auf Lehrbejpredungen einlaffen, um,
tvo moglid), vollftandige Einigfeit in lehre und BVraris zwifden den
beiben Spynoden Herbeizufithren. Unfere Delegatenfynode in Elevbeland
ift auf biefe Bitten eingegangen, und ed ift unfererfeits ein Komitee
ernannt fworden, dasd entweder mit der ULC allein oder mit ihr und
andern Shnoden gufammen die beftehenden Differengen in Lehre und
Prarid befehen {oll.

Dag Komitee tvird, fofveit die ULC in Betradt fomumt, reidhlidy su
tun Haben. Nidt fvic, {ondern andere Haben bie {ehr ridhtige Bemer=
fung gemadt, daf in ber Tutherifen Chriftenfeit in den Bereinigten
Staaten die Amerifanijd-Luiherif@e Rirde (bie ALC) die Milte ein-
ninumt, Wwdhrend die IMifiourifynode duperit reditsd und die ULC
duBerft [infs ftehf. Diefe linfe Stellung der ULC in Refre und
Pragis haben Vertreter ber ULC elbit sugegeben, twenn nidht geradesu
betont. Wie fehr lin¥s aber die ULC jeht nod) fteht, ift Defonders in
ben lebten Monaten von thren Mitarbeitern an den firdlidgen Ieit-
fdriften felber fehr flar bargetan foorden. Wir bejdhrdnfen uns in
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diefem Wrtifel auf nur einen Punft, und 3ivar einen, der filr uns
von der allexgrofien Widtigleit ift, ndmiid) bie VWerbalinipira-
tion. Jn begug auf diefen Punft milflen bie Komiteen uerit ver-
Handeln und, will’3 Gotf, sur Klarheit und Einigleit fommen. Darum
aud) diefer Artifel, der nidht im Jnterefle nod) groferer Uneinigleit und
Berriffenheit, fondern in dem der mwafren Einigung auf Grund dex
Sdrift unb ded Vefenninifjed gefdrieben ift. Wir feben dabei boraus,
ba alle LQefer unfers Mowrury vollfommen fwiffen, worin die luthe-
rijdje Lehre bon der BVerbalinfpiration bejteht, warum fie alg {Hrift-
gemdf in ihrem gangen Umfang anguerfennen ift und fwie mit ihr da3
formale PRringip dexr Reformation, dasd sola Seriptura, unbedingt preis-
gegeben fwitb. Bum lebten Punit nur eine furze MNotiz. It ndmlidh
bie Sdrift nidt wirtlidy infpiriert, fo daf jie nidht voll und gangz, im
Yusdbrud wie im Gedanfen, Gottesd eigened Wort ift, fo fann fie nidt
bie alleinige Ridhtidhnur und Regel ded Glaubensd und vesd Lebens fein;
e3 mup dbann ein anbdered und mneues principium cognoscendi Hingiz
fommen, ivie etiva die menfdhlidhe BVernunft ober die Stimme ber Rirde
ober die Ent{deidung eined Papitesd. {iber diefen Punit find fidh unjere
[utherifen Dogmatifer villig far getvefen, und fie Haben bdied aud
ohne BVorbehalt gegen die Romifchen, die Reformierten und die So=
sintaner befannt. €3 Hanbelt fid) baber bei diefem Punft um einen fehr
alten Hiftorifcgen Tutheri{dgen Standpuntt, der von Luiheranern gar nidht
in Sontroverfe gebradyt werden jollte.

2.

3In begug auf die Relhre von der Jnipiration und mit ihr vertvanbdte
Rebren Hat man {don vor 1917 perfehrie Hugerungen gefort. Die Defte
Dogmatif, die je in den Kreifen der ULC ex{dhienen ift, ift nod) imumer die
befannte, 1905 zuerit eridjienene Summary of the Christian Faith,
verabfagt bon Prof. D. H. €. Jacobsd, dem ehemaligen Vrofefior der
Dogmatif am Lutheran Theological Seminary zu Rhiladelphia. Hber
fo vortrefflidy biefe Dogmatit tm groken und gangen aud ift, eben weil
Jacohsd in der Regel o fleifig aud unfern lutheriffen Belenntniffen
jehopft (val. aber feine ,Einbiegung ind {hmergiftijfe Fahrvaffer”,
©.216 f.; Pieper, Chriftl. Dogm., &.2197.), fo gibt dodh) Jacobs bdie
SJnjpiration dber Sdrift tm Sinne ber Sdrift preis, indem er dis-
crepancies Dei den Peiligen Sdjreibern annimunt (S. 284 {.; bal. Piepersd
fveitere Kritif hieritber, I, 2201.), ja felbft Grabde Der Jnfpira=
tion (vbgl. Den Beiveisd Bierfiir bei PVieper, I, 221.343), fwomif dann
der Begriff ber Jnfpiration Hinfallt.

Allerdingsd, Jacob3 redet an diefen Punfiten nody fehr jorgfdltig
und guriidhaltend; bdenn ihm ift dbie Bibel nod) tmmer ald Ganzed
inerrant und dafexr die unica regula et norma fidei. Uud) geht er nod
giemlid) ausfithelich auf den locus De Scriptura ein. Bei BVoigt aber
(Biblical Dogmatics, by Andrew Geo. Voigt, D. D., LL. D., Professor
of Systematic Theology and Dean of the Theological Seminary,
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Columbia, 8. C.) ift e3 jdon anbers. Ceine Dogmatif erfdjien 1916,
und ivie er ald bon der modernen Theologie Dereits reidlich beeinflupt
bajteht, weift D. Pieper furz, aber {Glagend in feiner ,Ehriftliden
Dogmatit’ (I, 223. 352) nad). (BVgl. Voigts Cinleitung: “Confes-
stonalism does not mean that it is the office of dogmatics stmply to
reproduce and defend the accepted doctrines of the Church. This
was the conception in the seventeenth century.” &.VIIL) DBoigt
bringt itberhaupt feinen eigemen Artifel iiber die Heilige Sdhrift und
faft dbabexr die Rehre bon der Jnfpiration nidht zu threm Redht fonmmen.
Dasd gange Thema madyt er furg und diirftig in feiner Introduction ab,
fworin nur einige grundlegende Gedanfen ausdgefithrt werden itber bdie
Offenbarung ald Qutelle der Dogmatif. Aber aud) er fiihrt nody eine
im groBen und gangen {ehr pofitive Sprade und {teht aud) nod im
Widerjprud) zu den groben Yusviidjen ber mobdernen Theologie, was
ebenfalld von Weidnerd Inéroduction to Dogmatic Theology bom Jahre
1895 gilt. n der Christian Theology bon IMilton BValentine, 1905
biz 1907, hingegen ift die Lefre bon ber Jnfpiration gang aufgegeben,
und D. Pieper urteilt {iber ihn: ,Valentine vertritt fo ziemlid) alle
Berirrungen dexr modernen Theologie in Verbinbung mit armintani{d-
reformiertemt Sdwdrmertum. Milton Valentined Dogmatif fann als
ein Vetveid dienen, ivie erfolgreid man fid) in der Genecal{ynode nidht
nur gegen den Cinflup der Mifjourifynode, fondern aud gegen die Be=
mithungen D. Srauths getwebhrt fat.” (Chriftl. Dogm., &. 223.)

Gine burdjaus ungeniigende Darftellung, vom lutherijdjen Stand=
punft in bezug auf die wirtlidge Cingebung ber Heiligen Sdjrift aus
befehen, bringt das Handbook of Christian Theology von J. U. Sing-
maijter, D. D., LL. D., Professor of Systematic Theology and President
of Gettysburg Theological Seminary, dba3d nad) feinem Tod tm Jahre
1927 erfdhien. JIn feinem Preface {dreibt D. Singmajter unter
anberm: “If they [his convictions] are in agreement with the long-
established faith of the orthodox Church and in harmony with the
Lutheran Confessions, it is because these all rest upon Biblical and
rational grounds [bon uns Herborgehoben]. Dah Singmafiter dann aud
tm Einflang mit diefer Bemerfung dasd sola Scriptura iiberhaupt nidt
tm Sinne dber redhiglaubigen Tutherifdhen Kirde anerfennen twill, Dbe=
oeift bie Tatfadje, daf er fpater ald sources of theology angibt: the
Bible, the Holy Spirit, religious experience, the creeds, anthropology,
the untverse, ©. 26 ff. Nad) Singmafter {Hdpft daher der Theolog feine
Weisheit nicht allein ausd der Sdrift, jondern aud) ausd andern Quellen.
Tiber religious experience, Die drijtlidge Crfahrung, {dreibt er: “The
chief secondary source of theology is personal religious experience.
The experience of the Christian community is of undoubted value; for
unless a teaching commends itself to serious and intelligent persons
and produces in them and in their lives the effect which its acceptance
promises, it should not be recewed as true” (&.27). Man merfe, wad
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Das Deit! Die Velfenntnifie, “the creeds”, jind nad) Singmaijter “by no
means unimportant sources in theology”, weil fie “landmarks in the
progress of truth” find. Man merle fidh aud diefen Yusdrud! GSing=
mafjter verteidigt bie moberne Idee von der Notmwendigfeit dex
Rehrfortbildbung. iiber anthropology ald source of theology fagt
Gingmajter: “A theology which ignores the average man fails to
utilize its best material” Ulfo bom “average man” Yolt fich bder
Theolog fein “best material”! Dod) genug Hieritber! Die wirtliche
Snfpiration der Sdrift tm Sinne der redjiglaubigen Iutherijen Dog-
matifer bertvicft Singmafter gang und gar. Er redet durdjiveg von
theories of inspiration, verivicft die toirilide Gingebung der SPrift al3
eine unhaltbare dictation theory und ucteilt {ber die plenary theory:
“If by the plenary theory is meant that every word of Scripture was
suggested by immediate inspiration, then the same objections hold
against it that are urged against the dictation theory. If, however,
the theory means that the Bible is fully adequate for its redempiive
mission, then the plenary theory may be allowed.” 1iber eine foge=
nannte dynamic theory fagt Singmafter: “If this means that the
inspired writers were so intent upon the presentation of their spiritual
message that they were somewhat indifferent as to externals, the
theory seems ito have some grounds” (&.67ff.) Gingmaiter {elbit
befennt fid) au einer tentative definition of inspiration, suggested by
Professor Wood. Diefe lautet: “Biblical inspiration is the personal
influence of God, who so guided all who took part in producing the
Bible that they made a body of literature unique in religious value
and, so far as we can now see, final in religious teaching.” Dad
Beikt: Die Bibel 1ft ein men{chlidhes Buch, Hergeftellt allerdingsd umter
Dem Cinfluf bed PHeiligen Geiftes. Damit ift aber die Lehre vom der
toirtliden Cingebung der Sdrift gang preidgegeben. Singmafter redet
bann aud) bon discrepancies and inconsistencies, die fid) in der Bibel
befianben, und urteilt: “Literary inerrancy is not asserted when the
infallibility of the Bible as a guide to faith is claimed”; ferner: “No
one ever became a Christian because he believed the Bible records the
accurate history of the Jews or contains a geography of Palestine or
relates the story of the beginnings of Christianity. No one will ever
lose saving faith when he discovers trifling errors in these records.
It 1s utterly preposterous that one should give up Christ when he
finds out that some one made a mistake in a date or in the price of
property!” (S.697.)

Tiefer und griindlider ald Singmaijterd Handbook ijt PVaxl L.
Mellenbrud)d The Doctrines of Christianity bom Jabre 1931, Mellen=
brudid Handbook of Evangelical Theology it audy bebeutend pojitiver
al3d bas eben behandelte dogmatifche Werf. Aber auc) Mellenbrudh Laft
bie Tutherifde Qefre von der wortliden Eingebung der SHrift nidt zu
ibrem NRedht fomumen. Er nimmt ol eine suggestio realis, aber
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nidt eine suggestio verbalis an. C€r {dreibt: “God, particularly the
Holy Spirit, was active in their origin by way of what is called “in-
spiration.” By means of this “inbreathing’ of the Holy Spirit the
writers of the various books of the Bible were led fo write down ac-
curately the ideas and concepts awakened in them by the Holy Spirit.
These writers were thus the spokesmen of God” (€. 144). Wiederum:
“The writers of the various books of the Bible were not reduced to
mere mechanisms [wad jo wahr ift]. God worked n and with the
sacred writers in giving them their ideas [aber nicht mehr?]. This
principle is not foreign to our thinking; for in human experience we
are continually imparting and receiving ideas from others. This God
did with such clarity and force that the writers, being imbued with
the Holy Spirit, faithfully recorded these truths. God gave them their
materials in the light of their own peculiarities and experiences™
(&.145). Da3 Hingt viel befler, ald was Singmafier {dhreibt; aber
Die Qebre bon Der tvdrtlidhen Eingebung der Sdrift wird bamit nod
nidht gelehrt, wenigftensd befennt jie Pellenbrud) nidht in fHaven, Hellen
BWorten.

Bedeutend beffer nodh ftand der firzlich verftorbene D. Jof. Stump,
President of Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary, Min-
neapolis, Minn., in feinem The Christian Faith, dad tm Jahre 1932
erfdien. Un Stumps Dogmatif ift mandesd zu loben, obiwohl fie doch
aud) an vielen Stellen viel zu witnfden iibriglagt und die Shriftlehren
nidt inuner far und rein gum Ausdrud bringt. Yud Stump befennt
i nidpt ar und deutlid) zur Lehre von der wortliden Eingebung der
Sdrift. Die Rehre unferer (utherifdhen Dogmatifer iiber die BVerbal-
infpivation ftellt er zum Teil verfelrt dar, indem er jagt: “The sacred
writers were regarded as mere amanuenses, who wrote down what God
dictated. Consequently in their view no human element entered into
the writing of the sacred books”, wad einfad) Hiftorifd) nidht ridhtig iit;
benn unfere Dogmatifer Haben nie eine fold) medanijde BVerbalinfpira=
tion gelehrt, fvie fie Hier Stump befdreibt. Fermer: “Paul was
eminently human; but he was nevertheless an inspired man. His
inspiration, however, was an inspiration in matters of religion.”
(©.318.) “It must be borne in mind that the Bible is a religious
book and not a text-book on science. The holy writers were inspired
with a supernatural knowledge of God and His will; and on these
subjects their words are final and infallible. On scientific matters
they neither knew nor professed to know more than other men of
their day.” (&.3191.) Died {deint dbarauf Hinzutveifen, daf der Ber-
faffer bie Jnipiration in den Realien widgt anerfennt. Ju berfelben
Sdlufolgerung tverden fvir gendtigt, twenn tir lefen: “The writer
of Genesis lacked of course such a knowledge of the vastness of the
universe and of the nature of chemiecal and geological processes as the
modern man possesses.” (&.66.) Die tweitere Ausfithrung zeigt, dak



830 Die Bereinigte Qutherifhe Kivdhe und die BWerbalinfpiration.

Gtump bad Sedstagetvert leugnet, weil er die SHrift nidht annimmdi,
foie fie lautet. Daber miifien twir aud) von ihm fagen, dak ex, iwenig-
ftend in feinem Budy, in ber Lefre von der Jnfpiration nidht ganz
redht jteht. 3

Somunen it nun auf die jitngflen Cniwidlungen, bor allem in
den liberalen Rreifen ber ULC, die befonders im Lutheran und nod
mehr im Lutheran Church Quarterly bon ®ettyhsdburg, Pa., ihren
Diffenfus faben zu Worte formmen laffen. Dad befagt allerdingsd nod
nidyt, daf die gange ULC bereit ift, gegen die Iutherifde Rehre vom
ber mwortliden Cingebung ber Heiligen Sdrift Proteft zu erheben.
Sm Gegenteil, tm , Quiheriffen Herold” find gerabe in den bergangenen
Monaten erquidende Beugniffe filr die Wahrheit diefer KQehre gedbrudt
forden. Jmumerhin, daf in ber ULC fo biele und fo angefehene
Perforen an ber Lehre von der Werbalinfpiration fo gang ungefiraft
fritif iiben biirfen, ift dod) Hodit beforgniderregend.

Hierfite einige Veifpiele. Jn der Januarnummer (1935) bed
Lutheran Church Quarterly bejpridit unfere Dogmatif der in fveiten
Sreifen befannte und aud) geadjtete RKefrer und Sdhreiber . H.
Balentine. In feiner gangen Regenjion berrat er dem ,andern Geift”
ber modernen Theologie, den wir in unferer IMilte nidt anerfermeen
fonrenn.  Cr {dreibt u.a.: “Naturally, therefore, the material is
shaped into the form of the traditional presentation of the Missourt
Synod’s well-known doctrinal position. Underlying is not only the
generiec Protestant doctrine of the Holy Scriptures as the only rule
of faith and practise, but the Missouri doctrine of verbal inspiration”
(bon und Yervorgehoben). Dann zitiert er mit flarfer Wblehnung
Sabe aud unjerer Dogmatif, worin wir darlegen, was aus ber Lehre
von Der Berbalinfpiration mit Aniwendung auf die Schrift felbft folgt,
namlicy, furg gefaht, dak infolge der Berbalinfpiration die gange Sdrift
i allen thren Teilen und allen ihren Worten Gottes eigened Wort ift.
Balentine {elbft {ibt an den Saben nidht Kritif; aber was darin gefagt
wird, ift thm nidt generic Protestant doctrine of the Holy Secriptures,
fonbern Missour: Synod doctrine, von der er {idh [nsfagt. Das gibt
Laleutine 3u, wenn er gegen ©hluf diefer BVefpredjung jummarijd
fhreibt: “The book under review largely derives its differentiating
features and conclusions from its underlying doctrine of the Secrip-
tures as requiring for their proper interpretation the theory of verbal
inspiration. . .. These differing attitudes in approaching the source
material of Christian theology inevitably result in differing inter-
pretations and in differing views of the consequences that follow for
faith and practise.” INit Dem Pringip, dad BValentine hier ausdfpridht,
Bat ¢3 feine Ridytigleit. Wer die Werbalinfpiration annimmt, wird die
©drift gang anders behandeln alg der, twelder die Berbalinjpiration
perivirft, und letber gehirt nun Valentine zu demen, die der Lefjre bon
ber wirtliden Eingebung der Sdrift nidht zuftimmen.
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Balentine {liekt feine Regenjion mit einer Kritif, die uns al3 das
griBte Qob {iber unjere Arbeit gilt. Er Jdreibt: “Those who desire
a restatement of Christian docirines as they are presented by the
Lutheran Confessions and early dogmaticians, as these, in turn, are
explained and interpreted by accredited Missouri Synod teaching, will
find this a convenient handbook. Those who are seeking a discussion
of Christian doctrines in the light of preseni-day knowledge and
thinking and the problems they have created for the theologian will
have to look elsewhere” RBalentine fuill alfp nidht die “Christian doe-
trines as they are presented by the Lutheran Confessions and early
dogmaticians”; er foill bie modberne Theologie mit ifren ueuen
“problems for the theologian”.

g der Julinununer bed Lutheran Church Quarterly titd P. §.
Ruppred)tsd Bible History References von €. . Benge bejprochen. Aber
aud) hier finden iwir eine abfdllige Bemerfung iiber bie bon uns ver-
tretene Lehre von der Verbalinfpivation. Vengze {dreibt: “The stand-
point is that of verbal tnspiration to such an extent that the days of
Genesis are treated as days of twenty-four hours each.” Daran hHhat
fidg aud) Balentine in unferer Dogmatif gejioken, und unter den Saken,
bie er mikbilligend in feiner Negenfion anfithrt, find {olde ivie diefe:
“This verbal inspiration covers the entire content of the Bible, includ-
ing the ‘historical, geographical, archeological, and scientific matters
contained in the Scriptures’” “Consistently with this it is main-
tained, in treating of the doctrine of creation, that ‘the whole universe
was created in stz days of twenty-four hours each. To change the six
days into a mere moment or to expand them into millions of years 1is
equally contrary to Scripture.”” Unjere Gegner in der ULC mwollen
alfo Teine Rehre bon der Jnjpiration, die die gange Sdrift Goites
unfehlbared Wort fein lagt. Man toill Grabe in der Jnfpiration Haben:
etiwad gang infpiriert; vieled fveniger infpiriert; anbderes,
fvie Hiftori{des, Urdhdaologijdesd ujw., gar nidt infpiriert.

Unbd wie denft man jidh diefe gange Sade? J[n dber Aprilnummer
(1985) madit diefen Punft A. € Deib bon Rong [sland, N. Y.,
feinen Refern flar, tnbem er {Hreibt: “And so, taking the Bible as
we have it to-day and recognizing whatever doubt or uncertainty there
may be about any of its statements [von un3 hHerborgehoben], we may
liken the teaching of the Bible to a large circle at the center of which
we place Christ and the cross, since the Bible is primarily the book
of redemption through Christ. Then, around that cemter, there is
a large region of certainty which includes all the great teachings of
the Bible about religion and morality. Out at the circumference we
may place these unessential matters [bon und YHervorgehoben] about
which for any reason there may be some doubt, such as historical in-
accuracies, numerical errors, ete. Now, if we inquire, How far out
toward the circumference does the region of certainty extend? answers
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may differ, but for the present writer the region of certainly reaches
far out toward the circumference. It includes supernatural and
miraculous elements in the Bible; for the process of human redemp-
tion logically requires more or less of the supernatural and mirac-
wlous [ ?]. It includes in general the history in the Bible, since that
history, when challenged, has again and again been proved accurate
and reliable on further investigation.” (Alfo die Bibel ift nidht
a priori, fonbern nut a posteriori wafr; Ddasd Heikt, man glaubt nidt
®ott, jondern den Urddologen und Hiftorifern.) “Of course, finally
we come out to the region of uncertainty [bon und Jerborgehoben]
where the Bible as we have it to-day leaves us in doubt because of the
condition of the text or because of the apparent contradiction or some-
thing of the kind. Thus the realm of certainty gradually fades out
wito the uncertain and unknown, just as it does in every other depart-
ment of human knowledge.” (St denn die Bibel ein menfdlides
Buh?) “But the presence of some doubtful matters at the circum-
ference of Bible teaching should not be allowed to throw any shadow
over the great central region of unquestioned assurance and certitude.”
(BWer gibt uns aber diefe “unquestioned assurance and certitude”,
twenn bie Bibel nicht gang Gottes eigenesd Wort ift? RKibnnte fid bdie
Bibel nidht aud) Hier irren?) Fiir Deip ift die Bibel nicht niehr
®ottes Wort, fondern enthalt nur Gotted Wort, und swar nur in
thren “central regions”. UUnd fo darf er in einem angefehenen theo=
Togifdjen Blatt der ULC jdjreiben.

UYber wir find nod nidht fertig. Jn Dderfelben Nummer bded
Quarterly (Ypril 1935) finden it aud) einen anbdern Artifel mit dex
iber{drift “The Bible — the Word of God”. €r ftammt qud der Febexr
John berlys pon Geltysburg. Der erfte Teil des Artifels ift itber=
fdrieben “Weakness of the Theory of Verbal Inspiration”. Uberly
lobt unjere Dogmatif al3 eine “very fine Christian dogmatics”, bemerft
aber: “With all its strong points in its loyalty to its theory of verbal
nspiration that guarantees an infallible Bible, and further its fidelity
to the confessions formulated in the sizteenth century, o reading of it
yet makes one wonder whether it is o theology for men of our day.”
(Wi man benn nidht mehr die driftlihe Theologie, die in der unfehl-
baren Sdrift und in den jdriftgemdpen BVelenniniffen unferer luthe=
rifden Kirdhe niebergeleat ift?) “Omne need but point to its presenta-
tion of the doctrine of creation as being finished in six days of twenty-
four hours each to see that it follows a view of scripture that would
make a good many who are loyal to the scriptures unable to follow it.”
(Uljo, um unfer moderniftifded Theologengefdledht und feine ,aufge-
flarten” Siinger unter den Raien nidht bor den Kopf zu fioken, barf
man nid)t mehr lehren, wasd die Sdrift {elber {o Har lehrt, namlid) bak
@it in fed)s natiiclidgen Tagen — bon andern Tagen redet Mofed
bod) wahrli) im Shopfungsberidt nidgt — gefhaffen Hat.)
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Ferner: “We Lutherans have so stressed the perspicacity of
the scriptures and the right of private judgment in their interpreta-
tion [Das mul allerdingsd red)t verftanbden werben; ivir betonen bdad
“right of private judgment” gegeniiber der Unmakung der romifden
Rirde, dak nur die Heilige Maiter ecclesia, refp. der Papit, die Sdrift
verjtehen fann, nidht aber der einfdltige €hrijt; ein “private judgment”
in bem Sinn, daf jeber Menfdh dbie SHrift nad) jeinem eigenen Diinfel
auglegen darf, geftefen fvir niemand zu, jonbern behaupten auf Grund
der ©drift: Scriptura Scripturam interpretatur!] that we are in
danger in our theological formulations of failing to give due weight to
the corporate thinking of the Church umder the Spirit's guidance.”
(Betlagt jid) der Schreiber dariiber, daf twir der Kirhe fein Red)t geben,
dhriftliche Lehren aufzuftellen? €3 {Qeint f0.) “But then the question
arises whether such corporate thinking can be confined to any one
period.” (Dexr Sdreiber will offenbar Lehrfortbildbung, fo dak wir nidt
mehr 3u glauben brauden, Gott Habe die Welt in fedh3 natiirliden
Tagen gefdaffen, Jonbern bdie Epolutionstheorie annehmen bdiirfen.”
“But even keeping within the limits of the scriptures, can we escape
from a process of selection that makes some truths normative and
regulative, others subordinate and peripheral?”’ “The saint who loves
his Bible [aber nidt {o David im 119. Rjalm] does make a difference
between the discourses in the upper room and the Apocalypse and
between the Psalms and Lamentations, even as Luther made a dif-
ference between the epistles of Paul and that of James.” (Der BVex-
gleid) qilt nidht, tweil Quiher ben Jalobusbrief ald ein Antilegomenon
betradjtete; alle Homologumena betradjtete und behanbdelte Luther pon
A bi8 B al3 Gottesd cigened, wafhres und das Gevifjen binbendes Wort,
jelbit bie Chronologie.)

Auf die Frage “What is meant when we call the Bible the Word
of God?” {dreibt dann Wberly: “In times past and for not a few now
the answer is a very simple one. The very words of scripture are the
Word of God. The Bible and the Word are one and the same.” (&p
fteben ir WMiffourier nod) Heute, und deshalb beflagt man fid) vieler-
ortd itber und. Nuu aber fommi ed: “May I here throw off
reserve and state how I . .. have been compelled to revise my own
approach to the Bible? It was both my duty and an exalted privilege
to try to proclaim and bear witness to the truths taught in the Bible
before men who professed loyalty to other sacred writings.” (&ibt e3
folde auBerhalb ber ©drift? “Even their Weltanschauung, or philo-
sophical outlook, was different from that in which I had been reared
and felt myself at home.” “I found I could not meet these by falling
back on the claim that the Bible was the literal Word of God by
quoting passages of scriptures that are supposed [{0?] to support this
view. “I found that other faiths make even stronger claims for their

own sacred writings.” “One was compelled to go on to an examina-
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tion of the scriptures themselves, and their authority of the truth
would in the end have to be made to rest on the authority of the truth
the scriptures contain.” “And in doing this, one was compelled to
differentiate between various levels of scripture.” (Dad Peikt, mandjesd
ift wabr, mandes it nidht wabhr; e. g nady de3 Sdreibers ieiterer
Darlequng: o bon der BVieltveiberei der PRatriardjen uftn. beridhtet
foird, bas ift ein “lower level” bexr &drift.) “It compels one to shorten
his lines of defense”, das Yeikt, “to limit oneself to Jesus and Him
crucified.” (ber wie fwenn fid) nun die Heiden aud) daran fioken?
Goll man bann aud) died ald uninipiriert fallen laflen? ©o foeit
geben bann ja aud) die erfremen PMoberniften.) “One may well ask
the question whether men have not been repelled at times by o mis-
handling of the scriptures, and that, too, by those who have been most
zealous in their defense. And then, when one reexamines the scrip-
tures from this standpoint [Dap in der Sdrift verjdiedene levels find,
bon benen mandje Gottes Wort, anbere Menjdentvort find], he may be
surprised to see that this s just what those very scriptures ask him
to do.” Nirgends tut vad die Heilige SPrift!

Und nun nur nod) einige fweitere Sage aud bem langen Urtifel.
Aberlt) {hreibt: “It raises the question, perhaps a somewhat delicate
one, but a question that must be faced, whether there may be factual
errors in the sacred records. . .. If it [this question] raises per-
plexities in the minds of lovers of the Word, may it not also relieve
them in resolving other difficulties? One may point to the very evident
fact that in matiers of psychology [LWo bdenn 3.98B.?] the Biblical
writers followed the accepted views of their own time.” (Ulfo nidht
®ott, jonbern pure Menjdengeifter hHaben bdie Bibel gejdjrieben!)
“Why should one be perplexed if he finds that equal freedom must be
allowed them in using the cosmology of thewr day?”

Aljo BValentine, Deip, Wberly — alled Hervorragende Lefrer in
ber ULC — {ind Leugner der vbon den befenntnigirenen lutherijdhen Ber-
teibigern vorgetragenen und berteidigten Sdriftlehre bon der gittliden
Cingebung der gangen Heiligen Sdrift.

Dod) wir breden ab. Uns war es bei diefem Wrtifel darum zu tun,
aud ben neuteften PLublifationen der ULC barzulegen, ivie fithrenbde
Manner dort jtehen und reden. Allerdings nidht alle. Das wiffen foir.
Aber will die ULC bem lutherifden Biel flarer, reiner LQehrdarlegung
auf Grund dber Srift wirtlid naber fommen, dann mup fie Lehr-
gudit itben.*)

*) Man vergleidhe audy die folgenden Urtifel in diefer Jeit{dhrift: I, 21—32;
I, 190—193; 655—666; T54—761; III, 941; V, 192—198; III, 838—848. —
D Rebd. T Mitller.
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