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luirb unb beren :tItud ausgangs :;suni 3U ~ube tam; *) fobaun bie Illuslegung be~ 
90. \/lfaIms, bie abel' erft 1541 gebtudt luUtbe. !Bon gana befonberer lllHc9tigfeit 
ift bie statillC!)e, bali in biefem :;saf)re bie gan3e 'Sibe! in ber 53utf)erj"c9en fiber. 
iellung im :tIrucf 3U ~nbe gefuf,Jtt tlJurbc, ein 5illed bon monumentafer 'Sebeutung 
unb unbetec9enbarer stragtlJeite unb 5illic9tigieit. 

1535. /I~ine cinfiHtige !meife 3U beten." - :tIitle 5c9tift tlJirb allgemein 
in ben erften steH bes :;saf,Jres 1535 gefellt, abel' genaue :tIaten fiegen nic9t bot. 
5l)cr Untertite1 fautet: ,,!mie man beten foll.\"l'ur lJReiftet \/leter, 'Sarbierer." 
5l)ie 5c9tift ift cine !BorIage, naef) bel' jeber einfaHige [f)rift beim 'Seten bes 
!Baterunfers, bel' c3ef,Jn @ebote unb bel' brei Illrtitei fief) ric9ten fann. 53utf)er gibt 
bic ,ldatljltgebanren an, bie jebel' Irf)rift bei feincr Illnbae9t ~aben follte, tlJenn ex 
bieie &;laujJtftiide tagfic9 fur fic9 f,Jeroetet. ~S tlJare 3U tlJunicgen, bali bieie obet 
eine af)nHcge !Bottuge in engHfcger 5jJru.c9c eric9ienc, ba bide fc91ic9te Irf)riften 
ettlJas I5c9luierigteit f)aoen, fief) bie recf)ten @ebunien bei if)ret Illnbae9t 3urec9t. 
3ulegen. (15t. 530uifer Sllusgube X, 1394-1415.) 

1535. "irorm bet Orbination." - :tIies irormulur tlJirb ebenfulls in bas 
:;suf)r 1535 gefellt. ~s ift bie erj"te IllntlJeifung in ber lutf,Jerifcgen ~ircf)e, bie fur 
bas fatf,JoIifcge l5aframent ber \/lrieftertlJeif)e bie einfacge 3eremonie bet fitcf)ficgen 
Orbination einfett. (15t. 530uifer Illusgabe X, 1602-1605.) 

III n mer fun g. :;sn bie; em :;saf)r erf cf)ien auc9 53utf)ers Umarbeitung f eines 
@alalerfommenlars nac9 ben !Bor!eiungen Don 1531, bie fc90n im borigen :;saf,Jre 
immer luieber genannt tlJurbe. \lInd) o.egallll l!utf,Jer im :;saf)te 1535 leine @enef\s. 
bor!efung, bie er uber ein :;safJqcf)nt lang fortfel!te. 

1536 ,,\1lebe"-'"-, baU tvelt1icf)e Obtigf , , V" _ CBieberliiufern 
mit Leiblld)et 5itilfe 3U tlJ.e~ren.1! - SDiefe 15c:),~,i, trie in unfeter I!{usgabe lJRe. 
[and)tf,Jon 3ugefef)rieben tlJirb, tlJttb in neumr {lei! me~r aIS Illtoeit 53utf)ed an. 
gefe9en. 5illaf)rfef)einlic9 tlJaren oeibe 53ef)ter an bet Illrbeit beteHigt. ~ac9 'Sudy. 
tlJaI'o lIlar fie am 7. l5ejJtemoer 3um !Betfunb bereH. 5ie ioUte befonbers genau 
ftubierttlJerben, ba fie eine !Bermifc9un9 bon ~iref)e unb 5taat 3U befurtlJotten 
ic9eint. (15t. 530uifer Illusgalie XX, 1752-1757.) 

1536. ,,5illamungsfc9tift, fic9 bor lillinfeljJtebigern 3U f)uten. 1I - SDies ift 
eigentlic9 nut ein Qltief an 53oten3 Iraftner unb feine @efelfen 3U irteiberg, batiert 
11. iYcbtuat 1536. ~t ent~ii1t 3e!)n !j.\aragrajJf)en unb dne ~ac9fC[)rift. 150 lura 
bie I5c9tift ift, fo entf)iift fie bOc9 fef)r tlJic9tige @ebanten, namentIic9 uber irami. 
Henfommunion: ,,'SeHeibe lant euef) nicf)t bereben, bali ein ieg1icger ~austlJirt miige 
bas l5aframent in feinem ~aufe geben." (5t. 530uifer Illusgabe XX, 1758-1761.) 

III n mer i u n g. ~ine e~ege±ifcf)·e Illtbeit biefes :;saf)res, hie bon gana be. 
fonberer lillic9ttgfeit ift, ift ,,:tIer 23. \/lfalm, aUf elnen Illbenb fiber stifc9 aus. 
gelegt". (\\'ort[ei;lllng foIgt.) !j.\. ~. ~ ret man n. 

Outlines for Sermons on the 450th Anniversary 
of Luther's Birthday. 

1. 
J UDG. 2, 8-22. 

The celebration of the Festival of the Reformation in our Lu­
theran churches is self-evidently linked up with the name of Martin 
Luther; for he was the instrument in the hand of God of restoring 
to His Ohurch the Word of God in its full truth and purity. This 

*) merfenbung CrfoIgie erf! am 17. ilJlara 1535. 
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year we are reminded that on the 10th of November it has been 450 
years since Luther, that great man of God, was born. What makes 
Luther an outstanding man in the history of the Church and of the 
world at large is what God made of Luther and what God did through 
Luthe1·. In this respect it is that we honor Luther's name; Luther, 
like other great spiritual leaders in the Church, is God's gift, 
Heb.13,7. 

In applying the Word of God to our needs as God would have us 
do, we :£ind that God has a special message for us at this time of dis­
tress in which we are living, even as He did in the days of Israel, 
after the spiritual leaders, Moses and Joshua, had gone to their eternal 
reward. 

Two Things which the Lord Says to Us on the Occasion of the 
450th Anniversary of Luther's Birth. 

1. The Lord says to us: Remember the blessings I have given you. 
a) Material blessings, v. 12 (''brought them out of the land of 

Egypt"). God had rescued His people from Egyptian bondage. While 
this was primarily of a spiritual nature, the people of Israel had also 
been suffering from physical oppression, poverty, etc. The Lord de­
livered His people and brought them to "a good land and a large, unto 
a land flowing with milk and honey," Ex. 3, 7. 8; Deut. 6, 10. 11; 
8, 6-9. The Lord warned His people not to forget to praise Him for 
His blessings, Deut. 6, 12-15; 8,10-20. - Similarly did the Lord 
bless us in this country. This country has never been poverty-stricken; 
moreover, it has enjoyed years of unprecedented prosperity. For such 
material blessings man gives credit to himself. Not so the Christian; 
he acknowledges them as a gift of God. 

b) Greater than the material blessings are God's spiritual bless­
ings. God had showered these down upon Israel in great abundance. 
He had brought Israel to a knowledge of the true God, Jehovah, and 
had done many wonderful works among His people, v. 10. God had 
also given to His people great spiritual leaders: Moses, Joshua, ser­
vants of the Lord, v.8. Through these the Lord made known His 
covenant of grace, Gen. 12, 1-3; 17, 7; Gal. 3, 16. - Even so has the 
Lord blessed us with spiritual blessings. God prepared Luther for 
the work of the Reformation and through him put the Word of God 
again into the hands of the people. Mter Luther's death God gave 
other great leaders to His Church, such as Martin Chemnitz, born 
1522, and Johann Gerhard, born 1582. In the history of our own 
Church in this country the Lord gave us such men as C. F. W. Wal­
ther, F. Pieper, and others. For almost a century God has in His 
grace preserved unto our Synod doctrinal purity,' especially did the 
fundamental doctrine of the Ohristian religion, justification by faith, 
receive due emphasis. 

49 
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But ''let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall," 
1 Cor. 10, 12. Are we perhaps in danger of losing what we have 1 
Some indications point that way. Therefore the Lord warns us. 

2. The LOl'd says to us: Beware lest you despise My blessings and 
cornpel Me to take them from you! 

a) The Lorifs blessings are taken frorn those who despise thern. 
Of Israel the Lord said: "Thou art an holy people unto the Lord, thy 
God. The Lord, thy God, hath chosen thee to be a special people 
unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth," 
Deut. 7, 6 ff. But in our text we read that after Moses and Joshua 
and their g'eneration had been gathered unto their fathers, "there 
arose another generation after them which knew not the Lord nor 
yet the works which He had done for Israel. And the children of 
Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord and served Baalim; and they 
forsook the Lord God of their fathers ... and provoked the Lord to 
anger," vv.10-15. Yet the Lord would save His people, and therefore 
He raised up unto them judges to deliver them. In spite of that the 
people were unthankful and disobedient, vv.16--19, and so "the anger 
of the Lord was hot against Israel," v. 20. In the course of centuries 
the Jews lost all the blessings they once had; because they despised 
thern, they cornpelled the Lord to take these blessings frorn them.­
And where are the Christian congregations that at one time were at 
Rome, Ephesus, Corinth, to whom Paul had addressed his epistles? 
Where are the seven churches of Asia Minor 1 What has become of 
the Church of the Reformation in Germany? How sadly is the Prot­
estant Church throughout the world, and especially also in our 
country, disrupted! Because of indifferentism on the part of many 
Protestants Modernism has made its inroads into their ranks, so that 
many to-day deny the great fundamental truths of the Christian 
religion. And what about the great indifferentism towards the truth 
that is also found in the Lutheran Church of our country? 

Are we any better than others? Have we any reason to believe 
that, if we of the Missouri Synod despise the Lord's blessings, we 
shall fare better than others? Surely not. Are we perhaps even now 
in danger of dead orthodoxy and formalism? Has not the spirit of 
indifferentism already also taken hold of us? (Lack of thorough in­
doctrination by means of the pulpit and catechetical instruction. 
Doctrinal discussions at synods and conferences are crowded out by 
business matters. Danger of unionistic tendencies. Poor church at­
tendance. Little interest on the part of many in reference to matters 
concerning the kingdom of God, Synod, missions, etc. In the years 
of greatest prosperity we had deficits in our treasuries. Millions of 
people in this world are without Christ and His Gospel, and yet many 
of our workers are idle because we lack the spirit of self-sacrifice and 
consecration and instead use the present economic condition as an 
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excuse.) During the past year the Lord has deprived many of us of 
material blessings. Are we perhaps compelling the Lord to take from 
us also our spiritual blessings? Or are we ready to learn the lessons 
which the Lord is teaching- us? Are we ready to repent and return 
to the Lord and implore Him anew for His grace? 

b) The Lord is gracious and long-suffering and has no delight 
in the death of the sinner, and therefore He warns us. Let us heed 
His warning before it is too late. 

aa) By the heathen nations and the conditions of that time the 
Lord proved Israel whether it would be faithful to Him, vv.21-23. 
Even so now by the ungodly world and the modernistic churches sur­
rounding us, by the wide-spread apostasy and the evil conditions in 
the world, the Lord is proving us whether we will keep His way to 
walk therein or not, v. 22. Will we stand the test? 

bb) Let us repent and anew learn to appreciate our spiritual in­
heritance (work of the Refol'mation by Luther, work of the fathers in 
our Missouri Synod) by a cal'eful restudy of the Word of God (indoc­
trination), and let us also show our appreciation of the Lord's bless­
ings by a greater consecration (by applying the Word of God to om 
daily life) and by preaching it to a sinful world (missions). Thus we 
shall truly honor the memory of I.uther and honor our God, who gave 
us that great servant of the Ohurch. 

Since, however, we ourselves are insufficient for these things, let 
us ask God through Ohrist to preserve us in His gl'ace, keep His 
truth unto us, increase our faith, deepen our love to Him and to our 
fellow-men, and let us in every way become much more consecrated 
unto Him who died for us and rose again, so that we may not perish, 
but live eternally and in the mean time bring the blessings of salva­
tion to many others also. To God alone be aU glory! 

J. H. O. FRITZ. 

II. 
MAL. 2, 5-9. 

That babe born 450 yeaTS ago at Eisleben was destined in God's 
counsel to become the Reformer of Ohrist's Ohurch. His Reformation 
consisted in restoring Scripture to its place of honor and authority 
and maintaining it there against all efforts to disenthrone it. ScrIp­
ture, and Scripture alone, was to him the infallible guide and norm 
of doctrine and life. No compromising- therefore, no unionism, no 
fraternizing with error and errorists. That was his attitude not only 
against the Ohurch of Rome, but against all false doctrines arising 
also within the so-called Protestant Ohurch. For this position Luther 
has been maligned and slandered at all times. Yet it is just in this 
position, unpopular as it is especially in our day of unionism and 
syncretism, that we must follow the example of Luther. Then alone 
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we are in keeping with God's will, then alone we shall truly build the 
Ohurch. If our celebration is not to be displeasing to God (cp. Matt. 
23,29 ff.), then let us honor Luther by following his faith and practise, 
Reb. 13, 7. 

As True Followers of Luther Let Us Strenuously Guard against 
Every Kind of Unionism. 

1. Then alone shall we do what God expects us to do. 
2. Then alone shall we truly build His kingdom.. 

L 

Malachi charges the priests, the God-appointed tcachers of Israel, 
with unfaithfulness to their duty of retaining and preaching the 
Word of God in its truth and purity, v.7. They had compromised 
with error, vv. 2.8, and thereby corrupted the covenant, v.8. No 
longer were they true sons of Levi, whose faithfulness is praised v. 6; 
rather, the curse of God rested upon them, v. 2. 

All Ohristians are priests, 1 Pet. 2, 9. To us are committed the 
oracles of God, and the priest's lips, v. 7, should keep knowledge. l~ ot 
merely the ordained pastor, whose special duty it is, but all Ohristians 
have the duty to keep, preserve in its purity, that knowledge which 
according to v. 5 and John 17, 3 gives life and peace. God's purpose 
in making His covenant, in granting Ris revelation, was that we 
should fear Him and be "afraid before His TI8me," v.5, to regard it 
as blasphemy to change one jot or tittle of His Word, Ps. 119, 120, 
and avoid all false doctrine and teachers, Rom. 16, 17; 2 John 
10. 11, etc. In our mouth is to be the Law of Truth, v. 6 a; and this 
Law dare not be changed, Deut. 4, 2. 

That was Luther's position. Over against Rome's insistence on 
the authority of the Ohurch Fathers he insisted: "It is written." 
When Zwingli refused to accept the Scriptural doctrine of the Lord's 
Supper and maintained the principle that God would not propose to 
our faith such impossible things, then Luther again showed from 
Scripture the error of Zwingli's doctrine and the fallacy and danger 
of his principle. When influential friends, who disliked to see Prot­
estantism disrupted by a question of doctrine, sought to establish 
a union, Luther was willing to discuss the doctrinal differences and 
seek an agreement on the basis of the Word of God. When, however, 
Zwingli made the proposition to confess their union in all things in 
which they agreed and, as for the rest, to remember that they were 
brethren; when he held that there would never be peace in the 
churches if one could not bear differences on secondary points of doc­
trine, then Luther stood as firm as adamant. Pointing to Scripture, 
he exclaimed: "It is written." He refused the hand of fellowship, 
saying : "Yours is a different spirit from ours," and in holy indig-
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nation he wrote: "Our sed be such charity and unity to the very 
bottom of hell, since such unity not only miserably disrupts Ohris­
tianity, but makes sport and foolishness of it in a devilish manner." 
(St. L., XX, 773.) Though much maligned (cp. OONO. THEOL. 
MONTHLY, Vol. I, p. 321ff.), yet Luther's position was in exact keep­
ing with the Word of Scripture, the will of God as revealed in 
the Bible. 

If we would be true members of the Lutheran Ohurch, we must 
follow in the footsteps of the Reformer. We grant it would be far 
better if all who call themselves Ohristians were united in one camp 
and would march, a mighty army, against the common foe. Yet our 
General's orders forbid that very union; union must be based on 
unity of faith. We are the Lord's priests, v. 7; our duty is to pre­
serve knowledge. We should be unfaithful to our trust were we to 
preach or tolerate falsehood and error. We are the Lord's messengers, 
v. 7, ambassadors for Ohrist, 2 001'. 5, 20. What a crime for a mes­
senger to change the message which was entrusted to him ! We are 
to follow Levi, v,6a. It would be dishonesty, hypocrisy, to pretend 
a union which is such in appearance only, while in reality no union 
exists; for what is the chaff to the wheat? J e1'. 23, 28. Hence bear 
in mind 1 Pet. 4, 11. Preach the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth and maintain union only on the basis of this truth. 
Then may the world misunderstand, misinterpret, charge you with 
malice, narrow-mindedness, bigotry. Rather be ridiculed by the world 
than fall under the curse of God Almighty, v. 2. Op. J er. 23, 30-32. 

2. 
But is not our uncompromising attitude detrimental to the wel­

fare of the Church? Is it not due to this very position that the 
Church of the Reformation was hopelessly split? Does not this stand 
to this day constitute one of the chief obstacles to the inner and outer 
growth of the Ohurch? That objection is also refuted in our text. 
Only by true doctrine is tIle Ohurch built, while error is ever detri­
mental to its growth. 

True, unionism may increase the membership of certain denomi­
nations. Some may join a unionistic church who would not join 
a church that clings to all points of the Word of God. Yet the Church 
of Ohrist is built only by the preaching of truth, v. 6 b; many are 
turned away from iniquity by the purity of doctrine. It cannot be 
otherwise. The covenant of God, v. 5, is for life, spiritual life, eternal 
life, and peace, the peace with God through Ohrist Jesus, the only 
Mediator. Yet such life and such peace can be granted only by the 
Law of Truth, v. 6, by the preaching of true knowledge. Op. John 
6,63b. Malachi also says that by this covenant the fear of God was 
engendered in the hearts of believers. Only true doctl'ine can wOl'k 
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sanctification. By teaching all things, we disciple the nations, John 
8,31.32. Only by adhering to Ohrist's doctrine, we learn the truth 
and are made free. By taking heed and continuing in doctrine, a 
pastor will save himself and others, 1 Tim. 4, 16. 

On the other hand, false doctrine corrupts, causes many to 
stumble, v. 8. If we deviate from God's W ol'd, He will curse our 
blessings, v. 2. They will become ineffective in the same measure as 
they agree not with the Word of God, Jer. 8,11; Ezek. 13,10-16. 
False doctrinA, far from building up the Ohurch, spreads like a can­
ker, undermines the Ohurch, saps its very life, causes divisions and 
offenses, ruin and desolation. In the end, unionism digs its own 
grave, v. 9. Indifferentism breeds contempt and rejection not only 
of God's Word, but finally of all religion and its prophets. 

As we love our Ohurch and its splendid inheritance, as we love 
the assurance of being in possession of the truth that makes us free, 
children of God, heirs of salvation, so let us follow in the footsteps of 
Luther in his uncompromising rejection of all unionism and his un-
flinching loyalty to the Word of Scripture. T. LAETsO!L 

Scif)5efjnter Sonntag nao) ~rinitlltis. 

IE p fj. 3, 13-21. 

~a~ @Sonntag~ebangenum bon ber 2fufertnccrung bc~ ;;Siingling~ au 
Wain fiifjrt un~ cin )BUb be~ menfdjIidjen .2eben~ bol:. Sl!aum finb 111ir 
geooren, fo gefjt ba§ @Sietben fdjon ro~; @Sorge unb ®ram, ~tiibfaI unb 
Wot, Sl!ranffjeit aefjren am .2eoen, bi§ bet ~ob ifjm ein IEnbe madjt, SJioo 
5, 7; ~f. 90, 10; 103,15.16. - ~et G£'fjtift fjat nodj ein anbere§, ein 
innere§, geiftndje§ Ecben, in 111eldje~ et burdj bie ~iebergeburt fjinein~ 
geooren ift, ;;Sofj. 3, 3. 5; 1 ;;Sofj. 5, 1; 2 Sl!Ot. 5, 17; IEpfj. 4, 24. @Soli e~ 
nun in biefem .2eben gerabefo gefjen ruie im leibIidjen .2eoen~ 2fdj, bei 
btden ift ba~ ber iYalI, .2uf. 8, 13. ~ie ®efafjr brofjt un§ allen, Wlattfj. 
25, 5. ~arum btefe ~itte be~ 2fpofter§ an fetne G£'fjriften: 

~enn !illerbet nidjt mittie! 

1. ®ott fiebt eudj; 2. ®oti f±iid± eudj; 
3. ®oti fiifjd eudj bum @Siege. 

1. 
~et 2[pofter rebet auerf! bon ber Urfadje, ruarum G£'ljtiften in ®e~ 

faljt fteljcn, miibe au ruerben, m. 13. ~ie :itl'iibfaC bie iiber ~aulu§ 
gefommen Inal', ronnie geruif3 bie G£'fjriften enimutigen; ruenn es bem 
grof3en 2fpoftel 10 iioel ging, ruas fonnien fie bann erruat±en~ - ~riibfar 

aller 2frt, Die feinem G£'ljl'iften el'fpart oleiot, oUbei eine grone 2fnfedjiung 


