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“I had a farm in Africa.”
So begins Karen Blixen’s memories of her
life on the outskirts of Nairobi in Kenya.
Many who visit Africa become intoxicated
by its landscape and its people. Africa is
haunting, so real and primal in its simplicity,
its humanity, its mystery.
Karen Blixen’s story turns tragic, for Africa reflects what

is in all our natures—both mercy and violence, life and death.
Kenya’s recent political unrest shows how tenuous life is for
them and for us. The human impulse to react in anger and
aggression marks all the children of Adam.
President Bush described his recent visit to Africa as a

“mission of mercy.” Many of us might also see ourselves
on such a mission. But it was the Lutheran saints of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kenya (ELCK) who
showed us the true meaning of Christ’s mercy.
The Concordia Theological Seminary deaconess program

has been privileged to learn and receive mercy from the
deaconesses in the ELCK. One of their leaders, Lorna
Meeker, studied to be a deaconess at our seminary and
now serves alongside her husband Dennis at a church in
the Kibera slums of Nairobi that suffered much from the
post-election violence. Dennis and Lorna’s church was
partially burned. Unlike other missionaries, they stayed
in Kenya7 as Dennis continues to teach and baptize and
celebrate the Lord’s Supper while Lorna reaches out in
mercy by attending to the physical needs of her people.

Widows and orphans are not just a category but a reality in
the Kenyan culture. Most deaconesses in Kenya receive little or
no compensation, yet in their home visits to people broken by
sin and sickness and death, they always bring a bag of maize as
a tangible expression of their love in Christ.
Pastor David Chuchu, a former student of our seminary,

directs “Diakonia Compassionate Ministries” (DCM) for the
ELCK. The motto of DCM is “Bringing Hope to the Hopeless,”
a reality we saw embodied in the deaconesses in the ELCK.
Perhaps what struck us the most was the singing of the
deaconesses. The rhythm of the music and the emotion in their
voices proclaimed their joy in the midst of the suffering in
which they work and live. At Ogongo Deaconess College, the
final song they sang for us was about Jerusalem, their heavenly
home. They knew that in Christ they are already now in
Jerusalem, for all around them Christ is present in the suffering
of the saints they serve.

Dr.Arthur Just is a Professor of
Exegetical Theology and Director of
Deaconess Studies at Concordia
Theological Seminary.
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L-R Persilla (an ELCK Othoro Rescue Center Worker), and
deaconesses Lorna Meeker, Monica, Elizabeth, and Eunita




