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+ D. Friedrid) Bente, T

Bon bem dlteften Solhn Hed
enijdlafenen, Prof. Paul BVente in
Fovt Watyne, JInd., ging dem Unter-
i geichneten die folgende Nadridht gu
. ,©eute morgen frith erBielten toix
pie Nadrihgt von ECalifornia, dah
per liebe Bater Montag, den 15, De
gember [19807, um 7 Uhr abends,
 ploglidy und fanft entfdlafen ift.
- Die Beerdigung ol Montagnad
mittag um 2 Uhr in St Loutis pon
der Rreuglivde aus ftattfinden. Ste
toitirben und zu Dant verpiliditen,
wenn Sie bei Selegenfeil der
Qeidenfeier etlie Worte an bdie
berfammelte  Gemeinde  ridjten
A fonnten,  Die  Hauptleidenpredigt

" toicd Baterd efemaliger Seeljorger,
P. . Kinig, in englif@er Spradie
Balten. Uud) DHaben ir Herrn
D, §. Bfotenhauer gebeten, einige 4 D. Friedrid) Bente, +
Worte an die Yerfammlung 3u
Cridhten. Ihnen fiiv die Qiebe danfend, dic Sie meinem liehen BVater er=
tpiefen Haben, geidnet im Namen der Familie: Paul F. Bente.”
Wir laffen P. Ronigd Predbigt iiber Pf. 108, 15—18 hiex folgen:
The Lord of life and death has again removed from this vale
of tears a beloved husband and father, an honored teacher of the
Church, a staunch defender of the true religion. Last Monday, quite

- suddenly, after but an hour’s illness, Dr. F. Bente was delivered from

every evil work and translated into the heavenly kingdom. We are

met here to-day, not chiefly to dry tears, but to point out blessings;
6
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not to honor a human being, but to praise the mercy of a gracious
God. This is done at the suggestion of the deceased. The hymn
which is about to be sung in German, a grand hymn of our Lutheran
Church [Nun lob, mein’ Seel’, den Herren], is sung at his request,
It is a hymn of praise. It is based on the words of the 103d Psalm,
the opening words of which read: “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
all that is within me, bless His holy name.” Hence, though we keenly
feel the pain of parting, let us, even through tears, look to God in
heaven and extol His lasting mercy.

WE PRAISE THE MERCY OF OUR GOD.

1.

The mercy of God looms larger when we consider what man is,
“As for man,” says our text [Ps. 108, 15—18], “his days are as grass;
ag a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over
it, and it is gone, and the place thereof shall know it no more.” The
grass grows up and remains fresh and green for a short time only;
soon it withers, dries, i3 cut off, The flowers of the field are beautiful
to behold, but a warm wind passes over them, and they are gone. So
is man. His days -arve short. He is born only to die; aye, with the
day of his birth he begins to die. ‘Verily, every man at his best
state is altogether vanity.” All this is borne out by human experience.
All of this is the result of sin. “For we are consumed by Thine anger,
and by Thy wrath are we troubled.” While man was in Paradise, he
knew nothing of death. He was told: “In the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die” Man ate, man died, and all his
descendants sin likewise, hence also die. To this our psalm refers
when it says: “He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we
are dust” These are the men on whom God had mercy, men who
offended Him, the great and holy God, who daily sin much and indeed
deserve nothing but punishment, who now have a mortal body and
are doomed, not merely to death, but to eternal damnation.

But while man passes away like a shadow, the mercy of God
endures. Far above the vanishing earthly things and vanishing human
beings 13 the vaulted heaven of God’s eternal mercy. What is mercy?
God’s loving-kindness, His grace and forgiveness shown unto perish-
ing sinners. Instead of punishing men, as they deserve, God desires
to do good, to help. While justice is clamoring for punishment, mercy
says, Forgive, forget, for the sake of Him whose coming into the
world at Christmas-time brought salvation, life, and light. Taking
the place of men, atoning for their sins, reconciling the world to God,
satisfying justice, Jesus earned God’s mercy, causing Him to forgive
iniquity, transgression, and sin. This mercy towards the sinner is
from everlasting to everlasting. It is older than the hills and moun-
tains, older than earth itself, as old as God in heaven. Before the
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worlds were made, from eternity, God decreed that mankind should be
gaved through the death of His Son; from eternity He decreed that
we should come to faith in Jesus in time, believe the Word, live as
Christians and die in peace, entering eternal life. This mercy is to
everlasting. It was manifested in time in the prophecies of old. It is
revealed at Christmas-time. There, in a humble stall, lies the visible
proof of the merey and loving-kindness of God; on Calvary’s cross
we behold additional evidence of the mercy of God which is from
everlasting to everlasting. And this mercy is shown unto us; by the
grace and mercy of God we were led to faith in the Savior of men,
lept in that faith through sickness and health, and through faith we
receive grace for grace, forgiveness of all our sins, We therefore
praise the mercy of our God.
2.

Tt is not difficult to apply the words of our text to the deceased.
They as well as the rest of the psalm form the basis for the next hymn
[“The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us”]. In choosing it, the deceased
is making his last confession of faith in Him who forgiveth all our
iniquities, who healeth all our diseases; he is preaching his last ser-
mon, delivering his last lecture, writing his last theological treatise.
His subject is sin and grace, the mercy of God. The deceased Dr.
Bente had tasted of that mercy. His sinful nature would have kept
him out of heaven but for the mercy of a loving Lord, who washed him
in Holy Baptism and made a covenant of grace with him. It was
' God’s mercy that he received Christian training in his youth; His
" mercy that he entered the holy ministry in 1882; His grace and mercy
that he proclaimed to sinful men that love eternal of a forgiving God;
His mercy towards the deceased and especially towards our Synod
that brought Dr. Bente to our Seminary, where in sermons and lec-
tures and articles for the press he championed the sola gratia and
sola Scripture and with keen logic and in forceful language defended
the truth against all exror; it was God’s mercy that equipped him for
successful work as editor of Lehre und Wehre and especially also as
ditor-in-chief of the Concordia Triglotta, the confessional writings
"of our Lutheran Church.

God’s mercy was manifested to the deceased throughout his
earthly life, through sorrow and heartache, in days of joy and hap-
piness. Especially during the last six years did the merciful God
give him a blessed period of preparation for eternity as it is accorded
to comparatively few meu. He made use of his time of grace. He
walked with God, loved His Word, the services of His house, also the
wonderful hymns of our Church and would sing the next hymn
frequently. He believed what he wrote and taught. On one occasion,
a few years ago, he accompanied me on a visit to one who had fallen
into the deepest depths of sin and shame, but now had repented.
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When I returned to the car in which he was waiting, he remarked,
“If it were not for the mercy of God, we would have fallen just
ag low.” Such humble faith in the grace of God in Jesus he confessed
to the very end of his life. “Who dieth thus dies well.”

Is it not true, beloved mourners, that you this day have reason
to praise the mercy of God? You know what the deceased has been
to you. That was God’s mercy, nothing else. You know that he is
celebrating Christmas in heaven and is seeing what he here believed
and taught. The mercy of God will not forsake you, but will comfort
and cheer you and provide for you. Only remain true to what your
dear departed taught you that you may, too, die in faith and celebrate
eternal Christmas with him. We, dear brethren in the ministry, want
to praise God’s mercy bestowed upon us and our Church through our
departed colleague and teacher and pray the Lord of the Chureh to
keep us ever true to the Gospel the deceased taught. May the blessed
Savior keep His protecting hand over our Seminary, its faculty, our
entire ministry, and the members of our Synod that we all may praise
the mercy of our God here in time and hereafter in eternity! For
Jesus’ sake., Amen.

Der Untergeidinete vichtete an die Gemeinde und die gange Trauer=
berfammlung die folgenden Worte:

Der Dann, deffen Leib foir Heute in dad Grab Detten, fvar ein
wahrer Theologe, ein Theologe, nidht bon Meniden gemadyt, fonbdern
ein Theologe von Gotted Gnaden, ein Theologe, wie ihn unfere Jeit
nbtig Hat, twie infonderheit aud) die Tutherifd) fich nennende Kivde
ihn braudt,

Der Cnif@lafene war evftlid) -ein treuer Lehrer und Belerter der
unverleplicien gottligen Majeftat der Heiligen Sdrift. Die moderne
Theologie, fwelde die Heilige SArift nidht mehr filr Gotted unfehlbares
Wort Halt, ift leiber aud in die Tutherifd fich nennende Kirdhe einge=
drungen, Gegen diefen Jrrium, der bad Fundament ded Grijtlicen
Glaubens umitoht, Hat fid) ber Entj@lafene durd) Gotted Gnabde fvie
eine niditivanfende Mauer geftellf. Er Hat beftandig und unerjdhittter-
Tid) gelelrt und begeugt, baf bdie Heilige SPrift in allen ifren Teilen
und Worten Gotted unverbrithlidged Wort ift, fvie unfer Heiland uns
alle gelefrt hat: , Die Shrift fann dod) nidht gebroden fverden.”

Der Entf@hlafene foar gum andern ein freuer Lehrer und Befenner
per driftliden Enadenlefre. Die moderne Theologie, weldje unfern
Chriftenglauben und unfere Chriftenhofinung nidht mehr allein quf
Gotted Gnade in Chrifto, fondern aud) auf dag redte WVerhalten besd
Menjdhen gritnden will, ift Teider aud in die Yutherifdh fich nennende
Kirde eingedrungen. Hud) gegen diefen IJvritum, der folgeriditig uns
armen Giindern die Gnade Gotted und die Seligleit ungetvi madt, Hat
fih ber Gntjdhlafene dburd Wirfung ded Heiligen Geiftes zu einer feften
Mauer gemadyt. Er Hhat beftandig gelehrt und feftgehalten: ,Au3
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®nabden jeid ihr felig worden durd) den Glauben, und dasjelbige nidht
au3 eud), Gottes Gabe ift ed; nicht ausd den Werfen, auf dap fid) nidt
jemand rithme.”  @egen alle menfdlidhe Rlugtueret und Folgerei hot er
gelert und befamnt: ,Jsrael, daff du perdirbeit, dle Suld ijt dein;
dafk bir aber geholfen twird, bas ift lauter meine Gnabe.”

Der Ent{hlafene war aud) in der Weisheit diefer Welt, in der
$hilofophie, in Der Philojophie aller Beiten, woh!l bewandert. Er war
fefr tooBl befdhiat, den Bertretern weltlicder Wiffenfchaft auf ihr eigenes
Gebiet au folgen unbd jie, wo e3 not tat, auf ihrem eigenen ebiet, das
ift, aud) mit Griinden der menidlichen BVernunft und Erfalhrung, zu
foidexrlegen.

Wasz der Entidlafene in gahlreiden Sdriften Ginterlajfen Hat, ift
ein ©dak, ein Shhab filr unfere Synode und die gange lutherijde Kivcde.
Danfen wir Gott fiir diefen Shab und gebrauden wir hn!

Aus BVervanlafjung des Abjdjeidensd unjers teuren Bruders, Relrers
-~ unfetd theologifhen Seminarsd und Lelhrers per Shnode bitten wir Gott,
et twolle feine @nadenhand nidht bon uns fwenben. Gt wolle aus lauter
paterlider, gottlicher Giite und BarmPeraigleit, ohne alle unfer Ver=
dienft und Wiivdigteit, uns aud ferner gottbegnadete freme Refrer und
Brediger geben und erhalten, dbamit fein Name geleiliget werde und fein
Reid) su uns formme und bei uns bleibe. WUmen.

D. Bfotenhauer widmete dem Eutjdhlafenen den folgenden Jadjruf:

Jn der BVorvebe zum Konfordiendbud), das {amilidhe Befenninis-
fdriften unfever Rirdhe enthalt und das im Jahre 1580 zum erftenmal
gebrudt tpurde, begeugen bie freuen Befenner offentlid) bor ot und
jedermann, daf fie die Kirden und Shulen auf die Heilige Shrift und
die Befenninifje geiviefen Haben tvollen, und vermafhnen gugleid) ernit=
lid), daf Dbefonbers bie Jugend, fo im Rirdendienft und Jeiligen
Minifterio auferzogen, in jolder Qefhre mit Treue und Fleif unterriditet
tvetbe, bamit aud bei ihren Nachfommen die veine Kefhre und Befenninis
bed Glaubens bis auf die Herrlidge Bufunft bdesd einigen Grldjers und
Geligmadgerd IETu Chrifti durd) Hilfe und Veiftand des Heiligen Geiftes
ethalten und fortgepflanzt fwerben mige. (T'riglotta, S.20.)

Was hier die BVerfafjer bes Sonfordienbudd bon jih befennen, toatr
aud) die Fefinnung und dbasd Beftreben D. Bentesd, der nun feinen Lauf
pollendet Hat und den fuir Heute zur Yebten Rube betten toollen. Die
Heilige Sdrift war ihm die eingige untriiglidge Ouelle aller gottliden
Wahrheit, und die Velenninis{hriften der Yutherijhen Kivhe waren ihm
eine treue, unverfaljdte Darlegung derfelben. o befannte er fid)
auc) zu denfelben mit unerjdrodenem Mute und verteidigte Schrift und
Belenntnid mit den Perrlichen Gaben, die Goit ihm berliehen Jatte.
Gben weil jein Getiffen in Gottes Wort gefangen twar, war er allen
Rompromiffen feind und bewdhrte fih in der Hohen Stellung, in bdie
unfere Ghnobde thn berufen Hatte, ald einen fiGeren und zuverldfjigen
Flihrer. '
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Seben ber {dhriftitelerijden Téitiaeit war fein cigentlider BVeruf
bie Erziehung unferer theologijdjen Jugend und Deven Worbereitung
aufd Predigtamt in unferm Seminar hier su St. Louis, Unbd da war
fein Wejtreben, unfere theologifhe Jugend gerade in ben Befenninis-
fdriften unferer Rirdhe mit Treue und Fleih zu untervidten, bamit
durd) feine SdGiiler die reine Lefre und BVelfenninid dbes Glaubens in
unferer Mitte evhalten twerde. Bu diefer feiner Urbeit, die fidh iiber
ein. Menjdenalter erfiredte, Hat Gott fein Gedeifen gegeben, jo daf
feine @&liler in veridiedenen Teilen der Welt auf pielen Predigtitithlen
und bei fonftigem Untervidht Trager und BVerbreiter dex heiljamen Lehre
find. Ja, obgleidh das Lehramt D. Bentesd an unferm Seminar {hon bor
eintgen Jafren zum AL{HUE fam und er nun geftorben ift, jo Tehrt ex
bodh) nody fort und fort. Gein Hauptivert, die Mitbeteiligung an der
Herausdgabe unjerer BVefenninisd{@riften in drei Spradjen mit der Jerr-
fidgen Cinlettung, die von ihm verfakt ift, ift ein groBes BVermiadinis
und ein Herrlidied LRegat an unfere Rirde und zumal aud) an unfere
theologifhe Jugend, permittels deffen fie — Gott gebe e8! — ferner
pon ihren Profefjoren mit Treue und Flei unterviditet werdben, damit
bei unfern Nadfommen die veine Lehre und BVefenntnid ded Glaubens
513 auf bie herrlidhe Bufunft unfersd einigen Erlofers IEfu Chrifti dburd
Hilfe und WBeiftand ded Heiligen Geifted erhalten und fortgepflanat
werben moge.

©3 mwar ein {dmwerer Sdlag und ein Herber Berluft fiir unfere
gange Synode, ald durd) Kraniheit die Lefridtigfeit D. BVented ifren
ALB{GIuR fand und und nun fein Haver BVerftand, feine grofze Veredbfam=
feit, feine getvandte Feber, feine Hervorragende Lefhrgabe, feine griind:
lidge Sdhrift und Shymbolfenninisd fotvie fein fefted und fidheres lrteil
nicht mehr dienen founten. Iud fiir den Enifdlafenen fvar esd eine
Hharte ©Sdule, in die fein Gott ihn nafm, indem er mitten aus rvajtlofer -
Fatigleit in Untatigleit verfeht wurde, weil bie Glieder ded Leibesd dem
nodj regen Geifte Dienft und Gehorfam verfagten. E3 zéigte fidh aud
an bem Gut{dlafenen, dbaf Gott bei feinen Rindern feine Uusnahme
madht, bak foir afle, ein jeder auf feine Weife, durdh viel Teitbfal in dbas
Reid) Gotted eingehen milffen. Wber der Dafhingefdjiedene trdjtete fidh
mit ben Worten ded Upofteld Poulus: ,Wir fiffen aber, (o unfer
irdifd) Qaud biefer Hiltte gerbrodjen fvird, baf fvir einen Bau Haben,
von Gott erbauet, ein Hausd, nidht mit Handen gemadt, das efvig ift,
im Himmel. Unbd itber demfelbigen fehnen fvir uns aud) nad) unferexr
Behaujung, die vom Himmel ift, und und verlanget, daf wir damit
itberfleibet fwerben.”

Diefe feine Sehnfudit ift erfitllt, Am lebten Montag, mitten in
ber Wbbentsgeit, ift er ausd dem gerbrodenen Hauje feines Reibesd ausds
gezogen und hat Eingug gehalten in ein Haus, niGht mit Hanben ge-
madit, das efpig ift, im Himmel, Er ift nun bet feinem Heiland und
fdaut ign, an den er geglaubt, ben er geliebt und befannt und bdeffen
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ort ex {o meifterlid) gelehrt und fo fiegreid) verteibigt Hat. Inb fein
ftecblicger Leib foivd ruben, baf er auferftehe am Enbde der Tage mit
allen feligen Rinbern Gottes in Sraft und Herrlidfeit.

Wir aber beflagen in feinem Hingang den BVerluft eined grofen
Qehrers, eined Berrlichen Werfzeuges ®ottes, eined befvdhrien Rufers
im Gtreit und eines zuverldffigen Unfertveifers unferer theologijdhen
Sugend und bitten an feinem Sarge unjern lieben Gott, daf er fort-
fafhren foolle, un3 Profefloren gu geben, bie mit Treue und Fleip unfere
theologifdie Jugend untervichten, damit aud) bei unfern Nadfommen die
reine Qehre und Befenninisd desd Glaubens bid auf die Herrlide Jufunft
unferd einigen €rldfers und Seligmadjers JEfu Chrifti durd) Hilfe und
Beiftand des Heiligen Geiftes erhalten und fortgepflanat werden mige.
Ymen, -

Die theologijde Arbeit bes Ent{dhlafenen ift bon folder Bebeutung
fitr unfere Synobde, fiiv die gange Tutherifge Kirde, ja fiir die gange
driftliche Kirche, daP e3 am Plae ift, darauf nod) fweiterhin suriidau=
fommen. F. Pieper.
]

Atheistic Propaganda in Our Country.

Dreary though it may be, the subject of atheistic propaganda in
our country nevertheless demands conscientious study, especially by
our pastors and all who are directly interested in the young people
of our Church in order that ways and means may be found to safe-
guard their spiritual welfare, in particular while they arve attending
colleges and universities.

Only a short time ago we were horrified by the blasphemies of
agnostic Modernists. To-day, however, we are facing a foe that is
even more treacherous and pernicious. Modernism, with all its
- vagaries, at least endeavored to preserve some kind of religion and
respect for God. But to-day an extreme type of atheism is attempting
.. to destroy altogether even the semblance of religion which Modernism
has left. Its slogan is: No God and no religion whatever,

This type of atheism is aggressively militant and employs the
most effective weapons that can bé found. To prove this statement,
. we shall publish ¢n fofo an article from the Sunday-school Times
_(October 18, 1980), which, under the heading “Atheism, Indecency,
and the Magazines,” offers the following startling news: —

“The American colleges and universities were founded and en-
dowed chiefly by Christian men as a basis for a Christian civilization.
They have become nurseries of unbelief. The great publishing houses
were of similar origin. Macmillan’s was established by the Scotch
., Baptists, Harper’s by Irish Methodists, Scribner’s by Presbyterians,





