


THE CHRISTIAN VOCATION
AND CH JRCH CAREERS
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Ephesians 4:1 (RSV) — “I, therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, beg you to lead a
life worthy of the calling to which you have been called.”

Psalm 16:11 — “Thou will show me the path of life: In Thy presence is fullness of
joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures forevermore.”

I. CALLED OF GOD—THE CHRISTIAN VOCATION

II. CALLED TO BE STUDENTS NOW

III. CALLED TO A PARTICULAR VOCATION

IV. HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF YOUR VOCATION

V. FULL-TIME WORK IN THE CHURCH—THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
V1. FULL-TIME WORK IN THE CHURCH—OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
VII. CHURCH LIFE AND THE CHRISTIAN VOCATION
VIII. LEISURE TIME AND THE CHRISTIAN VOCATION

IX. FAMILY LIFE AND THE CHRISTIAN VOCATION

X. CITIZENSHIP LIFE AND THE CHRISTIAN VOCATION

FOREWORD

Long ago a Lebanese philosopher, Gibran Kalil Gibran, said: “Knowledge is vain
save when there is work. Work is vain save when there is love. To work with love
is to weave the cloth out of the threads of your heart as though your own beloved
were going to wear it.” (From The Prophet.)

Recently Dr. Paul Sharp, President of Hiram College, Hiram, Ohio, said: “In
the field of education especially the need is for really dedicated people, not just for
job-seekers and fortune hunters.”

A Christian is a person with a noble work. A Christian is a dedicated person.
Every Christian student should be a dedicated student. Christians not only give them-
selves at the altar, but in a real sense they lay themselves upon the altar “to give
Him their bodies, as a living sacrifice, consecrated to Him and acceptable to Him.”
(Romans 12:1 - Phillips.)

What is the dignity of labor in any field of endeavor for the Christian? What
are the implications of the Christian’s commitment to Christ? How does this com-
mitment operate in the lives of college students now? What does it mean in their
preparation for and the pursuit of a chosen vocation? Is there a secular calling and
a religious calling? Which is the best vocation and how can its challenges and
opportunities best be met? In view of the church’s dire need for trained workers,
what should determine if and when a student is to enter the ministry or other full-
time church work? '

These are some of the questions for which we wish to find answers in the light
of Scripture as we pursue this study of The Christian Vocation and Church Careers.
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