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One need not reflect very long to embrace and to support
the treasure of good, even God-given blessings that a
seminary library generously provides for its students and
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ones. The residential context is an environment where
collaborative service and teamwork are encouraged. As
adult disciples learning together, we seek to share our
experiences, skills and insights with each other, all the
while speaking words of our Lord of peace, comfort and
joy to one another.
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has always been. By faithfully using new technologies to
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needs, we can continue to reflect the light of Christ to a
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Assumption 1—Libraries will be
largely stripped of books;
resources will all be digitized.
While the Google Books Project

seeks to digitize all books, over 80
percent of those books are protected
by copyright. What Google does for
discovery, it cannot do for delivery.
Instead, it points users to libraries and
bookstores for the full text! This is one
of the reasons why, on average, over the
last seven years we have loaned five
books for every one that we have
borrowed. The expansion provides
the space for the continued growth
of the collection.

Assumption 2—Libraries will be
sparsely staffed.
The number of new materials published

in religion and theology has grown
exponentially in the last two decades.
To carefully cultivate the strengths of a
collection, such as documenting world
Lutheranism, is a labor intensive process
for selectors, acquirers and catalogers.
To provide online resources for students
studying on campus and at a distance takes
librarians with a set of digital skills and
the appropriate hardware and software.
To request and provide delivery of
documents also takes people and space
for staging and shipping. The expansion
provides space for staff to carry on these
wide-ranging activities.

Assumption 3—Study hall +
special collections = library
Our new curriculum not only

increases collaboration among faculty
but also among students. Enclosed rooms
for small groups are planned to support
this collaboration as are computer
workstations apportioned with space
for several people to engage an online
resource together. In addition, the
expansion provides soft seating for
reading as well as table seating for
writing along 500 feet of windows.
Will you join us in challenging

these assumptions and creating all three
types of space planned for the library
expansion—space for stacks, for staff,
and for students? If you will, call
1-877-287-4338.

Rev. Robert Roethemeyer serves as
Associate Professor of Pastoral
Ministry and Missions,
Director of Library
Services and Executive
Assistant to the President
for Strategic Planning.

Three views from the historic library into the expansion.

Serving into the Future
By Prof. Robert V. Roethemeyer

One of the best concrete examples of CTS serving into the future is, in fact, now
each day more of a concrete reality. As the pictures below illustrate, the library
expansion had a visible footprint this spring. By the time you are reading these

words, the erection of steel will be underway, adding a vertical dimension.
The importance of this expansion cannot be overstated at a time when some would

question the future of libraries, even theological libraries. This is underscored by the
lead article in the Association of Boards in Theological Education’s In Trust magazine
this month. The article challenges three common assumptions about the library of the
future, noting that “some of the prognostications can’t stand up to the light of
scrutiny.” We concur.


