





























































































































































































































congregation’a adoption of evangelism methoda from . outaide
the Confesaional Lutheran context. Local congregations,
feeling the pinch of membership lossea, graap for ‘anything’
that will work. In short, a break and distortion occurs in
the evangelism emphaaia of the local congregation (points.
Noa. 4 - 1 reapectively).

Pointa Noa. 1 - 2: Inconaiastencies Continue'(i4.2) o >

Little change in initial contact occurs
at firat in practical mattera. The Sunday
echool, day achool, and the like, continue aa .
always. However, 1if one continues the
example of 1initial contact on an evangelism
call, there is potential for real danger and
confusion. For example, when an evangeliam
method ia adopted from a Reformed aource,
even when modified for uase in the Lutheran
Church, a view of conversion is presented to
the non-member which is not Scriptural.
" (E.g., aynergism versua I Cor. 12:3 This is
only one example. Many more could be cited
here.) ‘Thua, the sasecond distortion occurs
which is inconsistent with Biblical theology
and the overall witneas of the congregation.

Points Nos. 2 - 3: Confusion Magnified (14.3) .

The pastor in adult inatruction
(confirmation) clasa muat teach the truth
regarding the doctrine of conversion ‘(among
other key doctrinea). The dilemma ias that he
must also take into conaideration what has
‘been said on the foregoing evangeliam
call(a). He haa two options: (1), tell.
individuals that their conversion experience
was’ wrong,’ i.e., THEY did not choose Christ
of their own free will, or (2) alter the
_doctrine of converaion ao that the new
believer ia not confused. .

In sahort, the paator 1ia placed in a
senaitive position. Inconaiatency is .
compounded by confusion. Other doctrines are
affected by a false understanding of
converasion or become confused in the light of
false converaion theology.
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Point No. 3: Confirmation? (14.4)

If confirmation inatruction is confused
or weakened, then it becomea queastionable
whether the person can truly be ‘confirmed in
the faith’. Confirmation may become a mere
ritual rather than a public confession of
faith in the fundamental teachinga of . the.
Goapel. Those who are baptized at this time
may not have been taught the Biblical
doctrine of baptiam. Also, the teaching of
the Lord‘’a Supper and ita meaning may remain
unclear.

Pointa Noa. 3 - 4: Subjective Worship (14.5)

Once the fundamental doctrines of the
Goapel, with their objective promises, are
altered, confused, or abandoned, worship
losea its objective nature. Gospel power is
substituted with legalistic emphases. The
atrengths of liturgical worship are replaced
by more asubjective forma. Some asasert that
the non-member ia capable of accepting only
more Rmodern [Reformedl forms of worship.
(Thias is nearsighted because non-membera .are
capable of learning any form of worship.)
Therefore, the last great reinforcement of
Biblical truth is lost - even the Sacraments
lose their meaning! (Note the "question
marks” in the center of the circle.)

Point No. 4 - A New Context is Born (14;6)

A logical result of thia trend is the
losa of Goapel motivation 1in the area of
Christian 1living. The individual may now
over-apiritualize the asimplicity of faith in
action. The more informal stagea can be seen
as worldly and to be avoided. Eventually, a
judgemental, pietistic, critical attitude
might develop. Soon, the congregation is
viewed as being ‘dead’ because spirituality
is measured in subjective terms. An “I’m
going to leave thia dead church!”™ attitude
affecta many. Individuals may no longer see
God at work in the Word and Sacraments,
" because  GOD’S objective way of doing things
(through meanas) is replaced by PEOPLE’S
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yearning for subjective operations.

Pointa Nos. 4 - 1! The Cycle is Completed,
Continues (14.7)

Coming to this point again, now with a
weaker appreciation for theology, low
reinforcement in worship, a legalistic
attitude, the individual now 1looks for a
atill more aubjective view of evangelism.
The individual must now look even further
away from the Lutheran context. 1In fact,
there ia a tendency to even reject or
" eliminate objective atrengtha of the Lutheran
heritage because thia or that no 1longer
fita. Evangeliar is now seen aa an elitiat
function, i.e., ‘only X%¥ can do it . . .’

SUMMARY OF EFFECTS OF INCONSISTENCIES

The final figure is far away from the Confessional
Lutheran model. As a ’wheel,’ it is lacking the fundamental
characteristica which make a wheel. A wheel needs spokes
which are evenly apaced and the same aize. This final
figure lacks the fundamental characteristica which rake a
congregation - that ia, Biblical education, worship and
outreach which centeras around the Word and Sacramenta. Thisa
figure also lacks the atrength of the Confessional Lutheran
model, namely, the atrength of each aapect of congregational
life reinforcing the other in a conaistent Christ-centered
manner. '

Again, the above observationa have been  atated 1in
general terma intentionally. In short, before evangeliam
programa, methods or approaches are initiated, which
originate from outside the Lutheran context, the long-term
effecta s8hould be considered. When one noticea that
‘digstortion’ is occuring, at any point of the ‘wheel,’ then
it ia time to reassert Biblical theology and "the strengths
of the Confesasional Lutheran context. '
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SECTION 15 - A REVIEW BIBLE STUDY ON THE
FOUNDATION AND MISSION OF THE CHURCH

: The following i1s a brief atudy which is designed around
Epheaians 2:19-22 and provides opportunity for review in the
catechism, the 1liturgy and the Lutheran Confessiona. It
will be seen that aa the Church carrieas  the message of
salvation into the world, the following must be kept in
sharp focus: :

(1) There is one foundation upon which the
Church is built: Jesus Chriast.

(2> The"pﬁrpose,’ ‘function,’ and"goal’
of the.Church's misaion must be ‘
centered in the Meana of Grace.f

I. The Foundation.

"A. Epheasiana 2:19-20.
1. Apostles and prophets.
2. Christ - the Corneratone
(the heart of their measage)..

B. The Measage.
1. Given by Christ: Hebrews 1:1-2.
2. Christ IS the measage: 1 Cor. 1:23; 2:2.
3. See '"Augsburg Confesaion,"™ IV.

C. The Means.
1. The Gospel: Romans 1:16.
2. Baptiam: 1 Peter 3:21.
3. The Lord’s Supper: Mark 14:22-25.
4..  See Matthew 28:19-20. ,
S. See "Augasburg Confeasion," V and VII.
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II. Living Stones.
- A. Ephesiana 2:21-22.
B. Romans 12:1.

C. The Meana of Grace create and suatain
apiritual life.
1. John 3:5-8; 6:63
2. Acta 2:41-42.
3. Romans 6:1-4; Galatians 3:26-27.
4. Review the asix chief parts of the catechism -
: note the diatinction between Law, Gospel and
Sanctification.
S. Review the Goapel proclamation in the liturgy.

III. The Confession of Faith.

A. The Word and Sacraments have been
given to us: Romans 1:16; Titua  3: 5 Luke 22:16f.

B. We have been given theae treasures .
for the sake of the world: John 17 (esp. vv. 15-18).

C. We confesa Chriast before men: Matthew 10:32,
D. Review ’‘The Apoastles’ Creed’.

. Here are three key articlea from ‘The Augaburg Confeaaion’:

Article IV - Of Juatification.

Alao they teach that men cannot be ’‘juastified before God by
their own strength, merita, or works, but are’ freely
juatified for Christ’as sake, through faith,’ when they
believe that they are received into favor, and that their

sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake, who, by His death, . has
made satisfaction for our sina. This faith God imputes for
righteousneas in His sight. Rom. 3 and 4.
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Article V - Of the Ministry.

That we may obtain this faith, ‘the Ministry of Teaching the
Gospel and administering the Sacraments was inatituted.’ For
through the Word and Sacraments, as through instruments, the
Holy Ghost is given, who works faith, ‘where and when it
pleasea God, in them that hear the Gospel,’ {editor’s
emphasial to wit, that God, not for our own merita, but ' for
Chriat’s sasake, juatifies those who believe that they are
received into grace for Christ’s asake. '

They condemn the Anabaptists and others who think that +the
Holy Ghost comes to men without the external Word, through
their own preparations and works.

Article VII - 0Of the Church.
Also they teach that  ‘one holy Church’ 1is to continue
forever. The Church is the congregation of saints, in which

the Gospel is rightly taught and the Sacraments are rightly
administered. ' :

{Note: These quotes are taken directly from the ‘*Concordia
Triglotta,*” (St. Louis! CPH, 1921), pp. 46-47.1 " .
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APPENDIX A - MORE ON “CEI’ AND ITS CONCERN FOR
o THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH

"The following is an explanation of a very important
~aspect of ’‘Confeasional Evangeliam, Inc.’ - itas support: of
student evangeliam. It 4is hoped that +the needs “CEI’
attempts to meet will be self-explanatory, and as such, will
interest the reader’s participation with “CEI” in reaching
out with the Goapel through the future leadera of the .

Church! . _

THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH: AN APPEAL FOR ’CEI’

: ‘The youﬁh are the key to the future of the Church of
Jesus Christ. b

Over a century ago, the follo@ing was read at "The
First Convention of the Synodical Conference in 1872":

As important as this doctrine [(of justificationl
is, it can nevertheleas be preached in its
fullneees and in all its power, in its clarity and
consoling richneess, also by such as  are less
. gifted. When the Reformation began, what sort of
preachers were available? What sort of troops, in
other words, to place in opposition to the devil
and his kingdom? It looked miserable encugh in
this respect 8o that from a human point of view
one would have to say: “You poor Luther, go into’
your cell and hide, because you’re not going to
achieve anything with your poor ‘bankrupt 1little
priesta.” Yet, lo and behold, they had the article
pure, that man becomes righteous by grace through
faith alone, and thereby they were an invincible
and victorious force. Our situation -is similar.
. For even the weakest one (student), if only he
has grasped the doctrine that the grace of God for .
all men has appeared i1in Chrigt Jesus, and \is
received through faith, can 8o preach to the
people that they become certain of their salvation -
«+ « » For what is all acholarship, necessary 'as
it ie in ite place, compared to the wisdom of God,
which is proclaimed if only the text "God so loved
the world, etc."™ 1is interpreted. . . If our
rising generation of church-servants will preach
this, then they are the people who can begin a
Reformation also in this country [and today we can
continue this true Reformationtl. . . For that
makes for truly living congregations, not such as
make a big noise about their life and their deeds,
but such as, living in this doctrine, willingly
"gacrifice to God in holy vesture. In sum: Let us
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learn from Luther that we cannot atart a
Reformation here, unless we believe this doctrine
firmly, and proclaim, maintain, and defend it with
divine certainty. ("Juatification - Objective and
Subjective: A Translation of the Doctrinal Essay
Read at the First Convention of the Synodical
Conference 1in 1872," translated by Kurt Marquart,
Fort Wayne: Concordia Theological Seminary Press,:
n.d., pp. 7-8.) ' :

' Today the youth of Chriet’a Church have a greatef

evangelism and mission challenge than‘ ever before. The
youth of today must witness in our ’‘confused’ society and
reach out to a world population of over four billion - most

of whom are dying without faith in Jeaua Christ.

" Reaching these BILLIONS with the Good News of Jesus
Christ may seem to be an overwhelming task. However, there
is tremendoua potential for the future.

By the grace of God, the Lutheran Church--Missouri
Synod (LC--MS) has always provided for the education of its
youth. Today, there are over 7,000 studentes enrolled in
LC~--MS colleges and seminaries. These students are highly
motivated and interested in confronting current misaion.
challenges at home and abroad.

Throughout - the years, these satudents have formed
various miassion, evangelism, and other related outreach
‘societies.’ These organizations exist because students
realize that their self-sacrificing dedication 1is wise
stewardship of their time and prospers the continued mission
of the Church. '

Through these groups, satudents enhance their future
ministries by receiving evangelism training in local
congregations. The local congregations share 1in this
youthful enthusiasm and provide vital follow-up to all
activities. Ae the ‘trained students’ become ’training
leaders, and continue to train othera, millions can reach
billionas with the Goapel! '

The LC--MS has the potential for a realistic, efficient
and effective plan for domestic and world evangelization.
The key to thias plan will be an exciting Synod-wide student
evangelism effort with staggering possibilities. Already,
one amall group (“S.A.V.E." at Chriat College Irvine) makes
over 2,000 calls a Yyear. Collectively, LC--MS atudent
groups, with parishionera, could make well over 30,000 calls
per year! . Clearly, this conservative estimate can grow
aubgtantially as initial programa mature and expand.

Although theae important organizationa have alwaya had
a positive influence on the Church, groups have ‘come and
gone’ simply due to a lack of conaistent and/or adequate
funding from any source. Imagine that! Whereas some church
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leaders spend vyears, perhapa decades, trying to motivate
people to witness, there exist in our sachoolas over 7,000
future LC--MS leaders interested, motivated and
’potentially’ active in evangelism and missions.

All these students need is proper encouragement,
resource material, and more specifically, CONSISTIENT AND
ADEQUATE FUNDING from a concerned source. Through a well
funded collective evangelism effort, future LC--MS leaders
can excite, motivate and train millions +to reach the
billions! ’

“Confessional Evangeliam Inc.”’ is dedicated to
providing the resource material and funding that is so vital
to so many souls. Can you help?

Think of how far your tax-deductible gift can go
through CETI! As vyou help students train and excite
congregations, the Gospel will be espread. As students
become leaders, the Gospel will be apread further as the
trained become the trainers. By the grace of God, the cycle
will continue. Millions will reach the billions!

This can only happen with help from faithful stewards

like vyourself! Please pray about participating with CEI
today! There are several ways to become a part of this
effort. Please congsider investing in the Church’s most

preciocus resource: our youth, the future of the Church!

Here is how you can help or be helped by C.E.I. (Updated
1/87):

Since we are a small organization, the main way we’ve
been able to help LCMS students has been through +this

manual. We have now made it available to students (and
others too!) through Concordia Theological Seminary at about
50% off our original price. The address of CTS is on the

next page.

Since many have preferred our literary emphasis, we
have started to use the following name for our popular name:
The Association for Biblical & Confessional Evangelism.
(While donationa make one a member of the "A.B.C.E.,'" our
legal name is still "C.E.I." & checks sghould be made out
accordingly.) OQOur "A.B.C.E. Newsletter" has recently been

modified to provide more information to our readers. We
have also founded the Center for Lutheran Evaluated
Alternative Resources & Referrals (C.L.E.A.R.R.). The

Center will be providing Evangelical Lutherans with the
CLEARR CATALOG (cost: S1) which will be updated quarterly &
contain resources & referrals of materials which have been
reviewed by orthodox Lutheran theologians. For more
information, £ill in the form on the next page and mail it
today!



APPENDIX B - AN IMPORTANT TOOL: A CREDAL BOOKLET FOR YOU!

The following ia a letter by Rev. Robert L. Schroeder,
Bettendorf, Iowa, in which he briefly explaina his credal
evangeliam booklet. Since the writing of this letter (a
number of years ago), 60,000 copies have been printed.
’Confesasional Evangeliam, Inc.’ waa ao impresaed with this
booklet that the organization saw no need to continue with
the development of ite own credal brochure or duplicate the
fine efforta of another. It iz hoped that you’ll consider -
ordering. this quality booklet, and after -having done =o,
find it an effective tool in Gospel outreach!? : . ‘

Greetings?t .

My purpose for this brochure is summarized in one word:
equipping. . “EQUIPPING THE SAINTS"™ is a vital part of our
ministry. The booklet will help you and your people in the
important task of evangelisan. ,

Maybe you have experience in personal or team evangeliam;_

If you are like us, you may be disaﬁpdinted and _discouragedf
in previous attempta because the methods you used did not
bring the desired results. . : '

Perhaps your callera, like ours, grew weary of visitations
that emphasized confrontation and created uncomfortable
‘situationa. :

‘This booklet can be the tool you need to give new 1life to
your present evangeliam efforta or begin new evangeliam
witnesaing in your congregation.

' One important feature of this booklet is its simplicity.
Copies may be given to prospects; the caller then reada
aloud the booklet with then.

This booklet is Biblical and confessional in its approach.
It is based on witneassing aa the church has done it for
centuriea. Its centerpiece is the Great Commisaion and its
format 1s from the Apostles’ Creed and Martin Luther’s
explanation of that creed. I think you may be wondering why
someone did not make available a help like this before. .

The follow-up program is natural and what we do best; moving

people with God’e witnesa into a relationsghip with the
church’s measage, sacraments, fellowship and work. '
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In addition ¢to evangeliasm calling, the booklet can have a
variety of uses. Your members may appreciate it for their
faith and recommitment to kingdom evangelism. The booklet
can be put in waiting rooms, fit in tract racks, given on
"8ick callas (especially for that difficult and inactive
member). It ie ideal for "Open House"” week. The 1list can.
go on and on. I am sure that you can think of many other
usea. It ia designed especially to fit in shirt pocket or

purse.

This booklet with its format of witnees and invitation will;
be an 1npqrtant addition to your evangelisasnm minist;y.

When ordering please make your check payable to OUR SAVIOR
"LUTHERAN CHURCH. If it is more convenient, you may check
‘"the appropriate line and we will bill you later. '

In Jeius,
Robert L. Schrdederer, Pastor
Our Savior Lutheran Church

3775 Middle Road
Bettendorf, Iowa 852722

[See next page for order form.l
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APPENDIX C - UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN TERMINOLOGY
IN EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH

The following section is designed to treat
terminological and doctrinal distinctions which are
important 1in the task of evangelism. In addition, this
section will also demonatrate how claasic Lutheran
literature can be used, without additional expense for the
congregation, in anawering many practical questions which
arise in relation to the mission of the Church. This is
~done by frequently quoting (=) from "Christian Dogmatics" by

Dr. Francisas Pieper with only slight modification (Vol. - II
pp. 397-557). It is hoped that this section will greatly
contribute to renewing appreciation for Lutheran  theology,
and more specifically, how this theology can be applied in,
everyday life. . _ ;

Part I: Important Questions and Insasights.

What does it mean to be a Christian? How does one become a
Chriatian? These are both very basic queations which muat’
be answered directly from Scripture.  In anawer to the first
question: “To be a Christian is to have faith in Christ’s
death’ on the cross." (John 3:16) The second question is
anawered easlly by Epheaianas 2:8-9, We become a Chriatian
when we are ‘'saved by grace through faith*: :

For by grace you have been saved through faith;
and that not of youraselves, it is the gift of God:;
not as a result of works, that no one should
. boaat. 5

God muat aave us by grace through faith because no person
can &save himself. This is because all people have
inherited: ' '

e aspiritual death (Gen. 2:17; Eph. 2:1,5; Col. 2:13),
@ captivity to sin (Rom. 7:23-24; 6:20; Ps. 14:3), and
@ guilt resulting in eternal damnation (Rom. S 10-
Col. 1:21).

xGod chose to aave uas by grace through faith:
® Because He wanta people to be sure of the forgiveness
of sina: "Therefore it is of faith that it might be
by grace, to the end the promise might be sure to
all the aeed” (Rom. 4:16).
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e Because He wants individuals to glory not in themselves,
but in 'God‘’a entirely unmerited grace in Chriat: "To
the praise of the glory of Hia grace, wherein He '
hath made us accepted in the Beloved, in whom we
have redemption through His blood, the forgivenesas
of sins, according to the riches of Hia grace" :
(Eph. 1 6-7).

*God’a plan of sgalvation is wonderful, but we cannot claim
to know more than Scripture reveala. We must maintain three
propoaitiona: :

e We know definitely the cauase of converaion: God’s
gracious operation alone.

e We know definitely the cauase of non-conversion: it
is solely people’s resistance to grace.

® Since, however, God’as grace is universal and earneat,
. and since all people are equally and wholly corrupt, it
will remain a mystery to us in this life why some are
converted and others not.

When individuals try to explain God’s mystery of sulvation}
they usually choose: :

e To deny that Chriat paid for the sina of the entire
world even though the Bible teaches He did (John 1:29;
2 Cor. 5:14f; 1 John 2:2).

® To believe that people really do the work of converaion
for themaelves even though the Bible teaches they are

" dead in trespasses and sins (Eph. 2:1,5; Gen. 2:17f;
Col. 2:13).

Theae views are not based upon Scripture and therefore
hinder true evangelism work:

@ If we do not believe that Jesua died for all people,
we might base our preaching on an atonement for an
elect few, or base salvation on good works.

. @ If we believe that people convert themselves, we
certainly have to base this converasion on our good work
of converting ourselvea, and not on the power of the
Goapel (Rom. 1:16).

e Both views force the bearer of Good News not to
proclaim the message that Jesus died for the sina
of the world, but a ‘gsubjective’ focus on human good
worke. '
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Again, we afe saved'by grace through faith ALONE.

® Any view of conversion apart from ‘total’ grace
hinders the overall proclamation of thé Gospel,
and consequently, the work of the Holy Spirit in
conversion.

® Any view of conversion apart from ‘total’ grace
can volid faith, or even deastroy faith. Remenmber,
“"grace through faith ALONE"! ' '

#Recent (popular] use of Christian converaion terminology
includes:

In recent years f[early 1900’a, but etill true todayl it
has become fashionable to speak of people who believe
in Christ, but are not justified and regenerated; of
converted people who are not .regenerated and,
conversely, of regenerated people who ‘are not yet
converted; of people who are "awakeried,* but have not
vet turned to God through their "self-determination”
and "self-decision'"; of people who are members of
Christ’s body, but have lost faith in Christ. The list
- goes on - the use of the terms change with the weather -
"in ‘aome religious circles. -

#The Result of using this terminology‘in this manner:

Such a chaos will keep the terrified souls from knowing
whether they are under wrath or under grace and will
confirm the asecure in their carnal security. These
terma are those of justification and not asanctification
[(in the narrow sensel.

»The Anawer:

It 1ia therefore of the utmost importance to know that
regeneration, awakening or vivification, illumination,
calling, and repentance are synon?ms of conversion,
describing the same act from different viewpoints.

»Defining terms from Scripture:

According to Scripture, conversion is effected when a
peraon comea to faith in the Goapel (Ac¢ta 11:21). and
regeneration, quickening, or resurrection, from
_ apiritual death, enlightenment in the saving knowledge
of God, the calling which actually bringe a person into’
gracious communion with God, and repentance 'to God
takeas place through the birth of faith in the grace of
God. When this takee place, the "justification™ of the
sinner ‘has occurred’ and sanctification’as  work
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begina. One who believea that Jesus died for his/her
aina ia gsaid to be regenerated, quickened etc.

Each term reflects a consequence of ain conquered in
converaion: ' : R ' :

® Regeneration - The old life exchanged for the new
life, i.e., the Chriatian ’‘has been’ born again
(John 1:12f; 3:14f; 1 John S:1). '

e Quickening/Resurrection - The transferring from

‘ apiritual death into spiritual life (Col. 2:12;
Eph. 2:5-8; Rom. 1:32).

e Illumination - The lighting of the dark and sinful
heart (Eph. 5:8).

e Calling - The gracioua hearing of faith from eara
which were once deaf to the voice of God in Hia
Word (Rom. 8:30; 1 Cor. 1:26; 1 Pet. 2:9).

® Repentance - The turning of a heart which was
wandering in its own rebellioua direction -
repentance is a gift! (Actas 11:18; Luke 13:3f).

Popular terminology analyzed in the light'of Scripture:

e Decision - A rare word in Scripture, but atrangely, .
important word in the minda of many due to the 1nf1uence

of the Reformed.

e 1 Kinga 20:40 and Joel 3:14 are NOT references
to a spiritual decision.

® Jeaua aaid: "You didn’t choose (decide for) He,
but I chose yout!”™ (John 15:16)

® GOD haa chosen US (decided) - not vice versa:
(Mk 13:20; Jn 13:16-18; 15:19; Acts 13:17;
1 Cor. 1:27-28).

@ Accept - A rare word in Seripture, ﬁsuelly past
tense.

@ 2 Cor. 11:4 - Not a reference to an act of the

" will in conversioﬁ, but rather, a contrast is
made between the kind of gosapel that is "accepted"
(I.e., the true Goapel or a false one.)

e Eph. 1:6-7 - GOD causes us to be accepted freely
and according to HIS will as "adopted sona".

® Receive - A word. ueed numerous times in Scripture,
usually past tenee.

e John 1:12-13 - Verse 12 apecifically statea that
the one who "believes'™ has "received" the gift
of becoming the child of God. Note again the
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The

The

discuasion on aynonyma. Verse 13 saya this does
not come about by the natural flesh nor its

will, nor the will of man, BUT COMES ABOUT BY THE
WILL OF GOD.

e Gal. 3:1-2,14 - Paul scolde the Galatians for
turning the gift of grace into a work. When the
individual believes, he “receivea"” the benefits
of faith (vv. 1-2). Through faith the spirit is
received - faith is the "means" (v. 14).

® John 3:27 - John the baptist clearly underatood
this when he used the word receive: "A man can
receive nothing, unleass it haas been given him
from heaven.' The Goapel is proclaimed, faith
created, and at this point, benefits received.

e Matt. 10:8; Acts 1:8; 2:1f: Rom. 1:5:;8:15; 1 Cor.
2:12; 2 Cor. 11:4; Gal. 4:5S; 1 Thesas. 2:13; all
look at the word "receive"™ as a past event. It
is not intended to stress individual’s act, but
rather, what the person, the momeﬁt he believes,
receivea. What the person receivea is a result of
faith and not visa versa - the emphasis is NOT. '
on taking, but on believing.

terms 'éccept’ and ’‘receive’ show:.

That one muast do hia/her own believing, 1.e., God does

not believe for ua; and

That grace is not irresistible - by nature people can

only reject. Some believe that individuala can be converted
irresistibly apart from the Means of Grace - directly

by the Holy Spirit - even though the Bible teaches

that the Holy Spirit worke through the Gospel, the

power of God for salvation (Rom. 1:16).

beat term to use in evangelistic outreach ias "“believe™:

We proclain the ‘objective’ message that all people
are sinful and therefore Jesuas died for the sina

‘of the world.

We must then see whether faith has been created

in the individual’s heart (accepted, received).
Theae worda are not to be used in a manner in which
the individual feela that by uaing theém he/she is
therefore saved, merely by using them, apart from
faith in Christ (the object of faith). .

We can learn a leaaon from the early evangeliats and
apostles who used the word believe, or a aynonym:

1. A word or atatement which places God’a gracioua

work of conversion over "“What must I do to
be saved," (Acts 16:38), i.e., showed with the
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word *believe”™ that it ian’t what I ‘do’ or
‘work,’ but what God creates in me, namely,
faith in Christ.

2. As a gracioua appeal - pointing to the gift of
Christ - which actually worked faith in the
individual. :

3. Not as a command to believe on ones own or as
a legalistic imperative.

® Acts 2:38a: "Repent, and let each of you be
baptized.*

® Acta 8:35-36: “Philip . . . preached Jeaua . . .
The eunuch said, ’‘Look! Watert What prevents
me from being baptized?’" o

® Actas 16:31: “"Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
"will be aaved." B

® Mark 16:16: '"He who has believed . . . shall
be saved."” .

This atudy reinforced the need for the individual .
witness being conesiastent with the witness of the Church.
Also, when the evangelism terminology is conasistent with the .
witness of the Church - particularly aas outlined in the
creed - then continuity will exiat for the non-Chriatian.
More sapecifically, when a perason enrolls in catechiam
inatruction, the explanation to the Third Article is
learned: "I believe that I cannot by my own reason or
atrength believe in Jeaua Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.™

If on esarlier witnesaing occasions an individual has-
made atatements to the non-Christian such as: *“Now, YOU must
decide for Christ of your own free will,"” then the Third

Article haa been contradicted and confuasion reaultas. ‘One
can see how important it is to know and understand Biblical
converaion terminology. Conaiastent and proper use of

Biblical conversion terminology will eliminate unnecessaary
confusion and strenghthen the new believer’s faith. '

Part II: A Concluding Model.

It waa seen in "Section Five" that the word "confeassion®
isa important to the underatanding of evangelianm. The
following model ias offered by Dr. Muller as a supplement to
both that section and this appendix. He stateas:

The prominence given to the word "deciéion“ ia
unfortunate. It fits in nicely with an Arminian
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frame of reference [i.e., that people really do
the work of conversionl but not with a Lutheran
frame of reference. “Confesaion™ ia more
desirable from a Lutheran point of view. In the
matter of "“confession” veraua "decision” the place
of confesaion in the Biblical world picture and in
Lutheran theology must be taken seriously. The
following comparision of theological aystems may
be of aome use in thinking out this entire

‘matter.
FIGURE C-1
LIMITED _.UNIVERSAL
ATONEMENT ATONEMENT
MONERGISM» MONERGISM# 'SYNERGISM
CALVINISM LUTHERANISHM ARMINIANISM
focusa on: focus on: . focus on:
the decrees MEANS OF decigion of man
of God , GRACE aa:

Divine .~ 1. Divine Sovereignty _ human
Sovereignty - of Grace (Election) reaponaibility
2. Human Responsibility

of the use of means
GOD’S WILL GOD’S WORD FREE WILL®==»
DIVINE : CHRISTIAN CONFESSION HUMAN DECISION
DETERMINATION based on and in
: conformity to Divine
Revelation#=

#""God alone works"™ in conversion
xn]l, Confesgsion of ain as reaponse to God’s Law
(1 John 1:8-9)
2. Confesgsion of faith as responge to the Goapel
(1 John 4:2,15)

snergither with or without Prevenient Grace. .
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APPENDIX D - A BRIEF ANALYSIS OF SOME
' DIFFICULT QUESTIONS

: The question has been asked: "“If all Chriastiana have
the Holy Spirit, then why don’t all Christianse witness
(equally)?“ This question is 1like that of the ’‘crux
theologorunm, ’ ("Why are not all men aaved?"), which
Scripture does not anawer, and therefore, neither do
Lutherana. Deapite this fact, it has been popular in recent
years to speak of a "gift" of evangeliasm or evangeliat in an
attempt to answer this question. However, none of the
so-called "gift ‘lista” (Romana 12 and 1 Corinthians 12)
contain a apecial gift of evangeliam possesased only by
_some. When Ephesians 4 is produced as a proof text, the
context of thias text muat be taken into account. . Dr. John
M. Drickamer states: ' ’

Perhapa the moat basic error in  moat modern
diacuasions of giftas ia that they  totally
obliterate the differencea between the varioua
Biblical contexts in which gifts are discussed.
One &gaimply cannot throw Rom. 12, 1 Cor. 12, and
Eph. 4 into the same bag. They were written to
very different congregationa in very different
"situationa. . . It cannot be ashown, much less can
it be assumed, that they are all apeaking about
the ' same thing. It is very necessary to
diastinguish between thenm.

One context which is distinct from the others is
Eph. 4. -The gifta mentioned in v. 11 are not
gifts given to people to use in the church but

they are = certain (not allt) people
themselvea--apecifically the apostlea, prophets,
evangeliata, and’ paatorsas and: teachera (one

group!). Lenski says, “The point is not that some

men received the apostleship, others prophecy,

etc., but that these men themselves constitute the

gift of Christ to the whole ‘Una Sancta,’ yea, ‘to
every saingle one of us (v.7).”" (See Lenski on-
Eph. 4:11) (Drickamer, p. 16)

. If on the basis of Ephesians 4 one asserts that a gift
of evangelist exiata today, one may also be forced to grant
that a gift of apostle also exists. [Perhaps we would even
have to grant aome validity to the claims of groups like the
Mormona who believe they have true apoatlesat!l] God promised.
that the paastoral office would continue, as aeen in 2 Tim.
2:2 and 1 Tim. 3:2, but not apostlea, propheta or
evangeligts. The paastor is God’s gift to the church for
“the equipping of the aaints™ (Eph. 4:12). Note the
observations of Engelder: ' -

77



. The apostolate aas such ceased with the death of
the aposgstlea. As the eye-witnesses of the work of
Christ <(Acts 1:21f; 10:39,41) and the inapired,
infallible teachers of the Church of all times
(John 14:26; 16:13; Matt. 10:19f; 1 Cor. 2:13;
‘Eph. 2:20; John 17:20) the apostles have no

successors. Their number was fixed, and at the
death of James (Acts 12:2) no one was chosen in
hia place.. But aas administrators of the Goapel,

which ia to continue "“even unto the end of the
world” (Mark 16:15f; Matt. 28:20) the pastors are
their auccesaora, the office of apoatle and paator
‘being one and the same in thia respect 1 Pet. S5:1
(fellow-elder); Col. 1:7 (*“"fellow-gervant™); 4:7.
A.C., XXVIII, 5S5f. S.A., Of the Power, 9f. The
Irvingitea and others who believe in the
reastoration of the ‘apostolate’ . . . are dealing
with an impossibility; no man living today was an
eye-witnesa to the work of Chriat. There is,
further, no need of it; the inapired Word of the
apostles answera the need of the Church for all
timea, John 17:20; Eph. 2:20. And there 1is no
promise of God on thia point. The only provisions’
the apoastlea made in this matter related to the
pastoral office, Acta 20:28-32; 14:23; Titus 1:5.
- (Engelder, pp. 110-111) ' '

To anawer "“why s8some are aaved and not othera,"™ the
Lutheran Reformera could only say they knew that "through
" the Word and Sacramenta . . . the Holy Spirit is given, who
workes faith, where and when it pleases God" ('Augsburg
Confeasion," V.). There ias safety in saying the saame for
the Christian witness; that is, the Holy Spirit motivates
individuals to witness ''where and when it pleasgea Him". The
emphasis should remain on motivating Christianas with the
Gospél - not attempting to explain a myatery which remaina
unexplained in Scripture. In short, talking of a ‘"special
gift"” is not the best way to apeak of the task of evangeliam
or any other terms Scripture uses interchangably with the.
term ‘*evangelism* (eg., witnessing, misasiona or
proclamation). No Christian has been excluded from the
Gospel promise of Chriet’s presence (Acts 1:8; Matt. 28:20b)
and this is particularly true in witnessing situationa (Acte

8:1£f).

Finally, 1 Corinthiana 12:31 should be briefly
conaidered because it is often quoted to support the
exiatence of - and the seeking for - the so-called gift of
evangeliem. - The RSV translates the passage: "But earnestly
desire the higher gifta. And I will ahow you a atill more
excellent  way."” However, it is highly questionable, in the
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light of the passage’s context, that this passage haas been
correctly traneslated. ' This question hingea on whether the
Greek word "zeloute" is to be taken aa an imperative or as
the indicative. (Apart from context, both are an option for
the greek form.) : -

An explanatory master’s thesis has been written on this:
passage by Mark W. Demel entitled: ™"The Mood Usage of
‘zeloute’ in I Corinthiana 12:31". Demel summnarizea the
discuasaion as follows: '

Paul ia either encouraging the aeeking of
spiritual gifts (imperative) or charging that
aelfish aeeking of apiritual giftas (indicative)

waa going on . . . The evidence, both from
Scripture and from the early church atrongly favor
the indicative. Paul was not encouraging the

Corinthians to '"seek the greater. gifta,'" . but
charging that they were doing thias very thing,
i.e., ‘seeking the greateat gifts’"™ (Demel, bp.
i)l

While several arguments were objectively aet forth in
favor of the imperative, the context was aeen to be the
deciding factor for the indicative. Here are some hkey
reaaons for accepting the indicative: :

¢

1. The indicative form ia far more common than the
imperative in Paul’as writing (p. 24).

2. The connotation ias ‘'"self-seeking" which is what
Paul isas correcting (Demel citing Gradner, p. 22).

3. Saying this is an imperative would aeparate it
‘"from any other imperative by one full chapter (p.
.31). Paul up to this point 1is describing, not
exhorting.

4. After the apostle showed them that they had been
abusing spiritual gifts, it seems contradictory to
suppose he would "unsay all again, and give them
contrary advice" (Demel citing Doddridge, p. 17).

5. It seema unlikely, given the Corinthian situation,
that  Paul would, before he has laid down these
guidelinea, urge the Corinthians to be zealous of
spiritual giftas (p. 34).

6. Nowhere in the entire lettar to the Corinthians
doea an isolated imperative occur (p. 33).
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Demel concludega by saying, "So today this verse atanda
not as an exhortation to seek the greateat gifts, but as a
warning againat this type of behavior. . . We should not,
however, 1limit the warning of this only to various . . .
groupa, for it applies to all Christians. The old Adam
within each of us often entices us . . . Each of ua should
be content with the gifta and poaition that God has given ua
within the body of Christ” (p. 80). On the baais of Demel’s
atudy, and the points cited above, this is indeed wise

advice.

‘[Note: See Howard Tepker’as "Work of the Holy Spirit" for
more information on thias passage. Specifically, Tepker
maintainas that the Reformed interpretation of this pasaage,’
due to context,. is erroneous whether ’zaloute’ ia
interpreted as an imperative or indicative.] ' o

80



_APPENDIX E - SUGGESTED RESOURCES FOR ‘PHASE THREE’

The following is a auggeated outline for ’Phase
Three’. (’Phase Two’ is the detailed study of each section

and . “Phase One’ is the initial highlighting of the same.)
The order in which the books are listed  coincide with the
arrangement of aections in this manual. Since not all
readers will be familiar with these resources, a brief
deacription of them is provided (in brackets). The books
cited below can either supplement the sections under which
they are given, or, the reader may wish to rearrange their
use to apply to special aituationa and needs. ([Note: a '="
indicatea a resource cited in text of manual and Concordia -
Publishing House haa been abbreviated to *“CPH".] '

SECTIONS 1 - 4

See "Sectiona 5 - 8" for reesourcea applicable here. The
reader may wish to write to the Northern Illinois District
of the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod for their atewardship
packet entitled: "What Does Thia Mean?: Christian Stewardship
and the Apostles’ Creed.” Thia will demonatrate that many of
the ’‘advantages’ (of ‘Confessional Evangeliam’) mentioned in
- this manual are to be found operating throughout the LC--MS.

SECTION 5 - THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF CONFESSION:
A BEGINNING BIBLE STUDY

Special Acknowledgment: Part II of thié aection is a
modification of an outline authored by Dr. Richard Muller,
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 1Its
use and modification were made with apecial permission.

Johnson, John F. “Confession and Confessional Subscription.®
In “Concordia Journal,® November 1980.

{This article aupplements the insights_of'the section.l

SECTION 6 - THE IMPORTANCE OF DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN LAW
AND GOSPEL: A GUIDE TO KNOWING WHAT TO SAY

The following'two bookas should be of help in handling
"objectionsa' aa they occur on evangelism calls:

81



Dallmann, William. *“Why Do I Believe the Bible is God’s
Word?" St. Louia: CPH, 1944.

‘Pieper, Francia. "Chriatian Dogmatica.' 3 vola. St. Louia:
CPH, 1951.» : ‘ . '

Preua, Robert D. "The Confessionsg and the Miasaion of the
Church.f In, "The Springfielder,'"™ June 1975.

[Excellent diacusaion of the diatinction, yet importance
of meeting both "physical" and "spiritual" needs.]

Walther, C.F.W. "God’s No and God’s Yea: The Proper
Distinction Between Law and Gospel.™ St. Louis:
CPH, 1973.x

{(Dr. Walther covera 23 vital thesesa on Law and Gosapel.]l

SECTION 7 - THE TEN COMMANDMENTS: -
o PREPARING THE WAY FOR THE GOSPEL

Janzow, F.S. “Getting into Luther’s Large Catechiem '
St. Louie._ CPH, 1977. :

[(This book tella how the Large Catechiam waa written and
diacusses itas importance aa a confession of faith. Great
for those who would like to enrich their understanding of
the "Small Catechiam™.]

*A Short Explanetion of Dr. Martin Luther’a ‘Small Catechiam’:

A Handbook of Chriatian Doctrine.™ St. Louis: CPH, 1943.=»

[{The Catechism ia a central tool in ‘Confessional
Evangeliam’ due to ita explanation of the Ten

Commandmenta, the Creed and the other Chief Parta.
The 1912 ed. haa also been quoted in thia manual.l

Teigen, Bjarne W. "I Believe: A Study of Luther’s Small
and Large Catechisms."” Mankato, MN: Bethany Lutheran
College, 1976. : S
{Thie informative book ia also available through CPH.1l

SECTION 8 -~ THE APOSTLES’ CREED: A  SUMMARY OF
' 'GOSPEL PROCLAMATION :

Kelly, J.N.D. "Early Chriastian Creeda.” 3rd ed. New York:
Longman Inc, 1972.
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[Helpful for indepth atudy of Credal hiatory.]l

‘Teigen, Bjarne W. "I Believe: A Study of the Three Universal
or Ecumenical Creeds." Mankato, MN: Bethany Lutheran
College, 1976.

[Available through CPH.]
[Note: "The Lutheran Hymnal®™ is also a central tool for

Confesaional Evangeliasm’. It contains the Apoatles’ Creed
and many other valuable treasures in word and song.]

SECTION 9 [-101 - FORMING EVANGELISTIC
UNDERSTANDING AND AN APPROACH

In addition to those books already mentioned, the following
should prove to be of great value: -

‘“"Brief Statement." St. Louis: CPH, 1932.

[An important statement LC--MS document on :
Biblical inspiration, inerrancy and key doctrines.] .

Scaer, David P. "What Do You Think of Jesus?" St. Louis:
CPH, 1973.* ‘ :

- [A book which will indirectly explain why *Confeasional

Evangelism” has placed this question at the heart of
ite suggested witnessing approach in "Section 3S".1]

SECTION 11 ~ A LOOK AT OURSELVES AND
OUR OPTIONS AS LUTHERANS

Part I:

Baepler, W.A. "A Century of Grace: A Hlstory of the Missouri Synod,
1847-1947." St. Louis: CPH, 1947:.=
*Lutherans--Missouri Synod Looking Ahead.'"™ *"The Saturday

Evening Posat,' December, 1982.
[An inferesting article which describes important

activitiea and services of the LC--MS. A great
morale booater for LC--MS congregationa.l
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Meyer, Carl S. “Moving Frontiers." St. Louis: CPH, 1964.»
Preus, Robert D. "The Confessiona and the Miasion of the
Church." 1In "The Springfielder,* June 1975,

[In addition to inaighte under a previous section,
Preus discuasgsea Luther’s aupport for miassions.]l

*"Statistical Yearbook of the LC——MS.“ St. Louia: CPH.»
[Cited in this manual were the volumesa from .

1920, 1960, 1974 and 1982. Other volumea may
be used for indgpendent research.]

Surburg, Raymond F. "Did Luther and the Lutheran Reformera
Neglect Foreign Misaions?" 1In, "Christian News,"™ Sept.
26, 1983.

{A discusaion of popular misconceptions in regard to
- Luther and missions. He answers with "NOt?"]

Wolfe, E.J. '"The Lutherans in America: A stdry of atruggle,
progressa, influence and marvelous growth.'" New York:
J.A. Hill, 1889.= -

Wyneken, F.C.D. "The Diatresa of the German Lutherans in
North America.'" Fort Wayne: Concordia Theological
Seminary Press, n.d.» .

[Describes the atruggles of Lutheranism in the early

dayas of the U.S5.A. Makesa one appreciate the sacrifice-
of those dedicated early Lutheransa.]l

Part I and II:

Nelgon, Clifford E. *“The Lutherans in North America."
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1980.»

[A standard textbook for the study of Lutheraniam
in America.l
Part III cited the following worka:

"Thé Abiding Word," 3 vola. S5t. Louias: CPH, 1946, 1947,
and 1960 (respectively).=

Chemnitz, Martin. "Ministry, Word and Sacraments;"
Translated by Luther Poellot. St. Louis: CPH, 1981.#

Fritz, J. H. C. “Pasatoral Theology." St. Louis: CPH,_1932.*
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Pieper, Francis. "Christian Dogmaticas." 3 vola. 5t. Louis:
CPH, 1951.%

SECTION 12 - THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH
' AND ITS PURPOSE

Green, Michael. "Evangeliam in the Early Church." Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1970.

{A good detailed look at how the Early Church Qent
about doing evangeliam work.]

“The Mission of the Church in the Chriétian World.”™ St. Louia:
Commission on Theology and Church Relationa, 1974..

[A LC--MS atatement on misaions which stresaes Goépel~
proclamation.] : -

Preua, Robert D. '"The Confessiona and the Mission of the
Church.” "The Springfielder,"™ June 1975.

{The relation of the Lutheran Confegssiona to the
task of evangelism.)

In addition to these books,Mselections from the following-can
be applied at this point: ' :

“"Concordia Triglotta." St. Louila: CPH, 1921.=

Graebner, A. L. "Outlines of Doctrinal Theology." St.
Louia: CPH, 1980.

[Note: CPH distributes other "I Believé" books by Teigen

(on the "Smalcald Articles," "“Formula of Concord,"™ '"Augsburg
Confession and the Apology of the Augsburg Confesszsion") and
*Getting Into . . ." books (i.e., "The Theology of Concord,"

- *The Formula of Concord," and "“The Story of Concord") by
various authors.]

SECTION 13 - TYPICAL INTEGRATION OF A NON-MEMBER
INTO A LUTHERAN CONGREGATION

Kretzachmar, Karl. "The Mission of Lutheranism.”™ S5St. Louis:
CPH, 1926.

[(This book explaina the charactor of the Lutheran
Church and its mission.] :
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Two booka which provide important insighta into the nature of
Chriatian worship as found in the Lutheran Church are:

Koenker, Ernest B. "Worahip in Word and Sacrament.” St. Louis:
CPH, 1959. :

[Easy reading for laity.]

Reed, Luther D. "The Lutheran Liturgy." Philadelphia: The
Muhlenberg Press, 1947. . T

[More'detailed reading for the Lutheran paator.)

The following book 1a a fine guide for providing CONTINUITY
for the person who is enrolled in the pastor’as class and
ia interested in church membership:

Wilbert, Warren N. "Confidently Believing." Fort Wayne:
Concordia Theologicgl Seminary Press, n.d.

SECTION. 14 - THE:DISTORTION OF A TYPICAL
LUTHERAN INTEGRATION MODEL

'Harquart, Kurt. '"Church Fellowhship: 1Ita Nature, Basis
and Limits.” Fort Wayne: Concordia Theological
Seminary Press, n.d.

iThis book explains the charactor of the Lutheran

Church and its mission. It will also shed light on

how this mission can become ‘distorted’ when Biblical .
. fellowship principles are broken down.]

SECTION 15 - A REVIEW BIBLE STUDY ON
THE FOUNDATION AND MISSION
OF THE CHURCH

(See books under "Section 12". See also CPH catalog
for books and study guideas on the topic of the Church.]

APPENDIX A - MORE ON “CEI’ AND ITS CONCERN
: FOR THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH

Marquart, Kurt. *"Juestification - Objective and Subjective:
A Translation of the Doctrinal Essay Read at the First
‘Convention of the Synodical Conference in 1872." Fort
Wayne: Concordia Theological Seminary Preass, n.d.=

86



APPENDIX B - AN IMPORTANT TOOL:
A CREDAL BOOKLET FOR YOU .

Evangelism Department of Our Savior Lutheran Church, :
Bettendorf, Iowa. *God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost." Bettendorf, Iowa: Our Savior
Lutheran Church, 1979.(»)

{This bookletlie highly recommended for use in
evangelism activities.]

'APPENDIX C - UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIAN TERMINOLOGY "
IN EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH

Pieper, Francis. “Christian Dogmatics,” Vol. II. St Louis:
CPH, 1951.=x -

APPENDIX D - A BRIEF ANALYSIS OF
SOME DIFFICULT QUESTIONS

The following papers help to put the seeking after, and
uge of, spiritual gifts into perspectlve. These papers are
summarized in the manual: : ‘

Baisden, Kenneth W. "Testing for Spiritual Gifts: Sham, or
Sure-Fire?" A Diasertation Presented to the Faculty of
the Graduate School, Concordia Theological Seminary,
Fort Wayne, Indiana, February, 1984.

Demel, Mark W. "The Mood Usage of ‘zeloute’ in I Corinthiansa
12:31." A Research Report asubmitted in Partial Fulfillment
for the Master of Divinity Degree, Fort Wayne, Indiana,
May, 1982.« ' S

Drickamer, John M. “Building Carefully. A Reaponse to the
Modern Conception of Spiritual Gifts and Its Application
to Church Work.™=»

Ehgelder, Theodore. ‘*Handbook of Lutheran Theology." Fort. .
’ Wayne: Concordia Theological Seminary Press, n.d.=

Tepker, Howard. "The Work of the Holy Spirit." Fort wayné:
Concordia Theological Seminary Press, n.d. '

[Note: Also helpful for witnessing, particularly to the
cults, is "The Response Seriesa'" distributed by CPH.]
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APPENDIX F ~ SPECIAL NOTES; ADDITIONS
AND CORRECTIGNS

The "Special Foreword to the First Printing"” notes some
significant changes which occurred between the “review
edition" and the manual’s “First Printing." These changes
were made in honor of the many individuala who received the -
“review edition™ and made practical suggestions. Since
letters of encouragement are still being submitted, this
appendix has been added: (1) to encourage readers to
continue submitting suggestions, and (2) to demonstrate the
editorial commnlittee’s commitment to congider these
suggestions. While major revisions are not planned at this
time, the editorial committee’s dedication to examine
suggestiona will involve =slight text revisions from time to
time. Although not all suggestions can be cited below, this
appendix will list "special notes and additions." [If in a
group saituation there are variations in wording, it is
because of these slight changes. In this 1light, this
aection can aid those with “older® printings to update their
manual.] We thank you for your interest, support.'and
prayerat : :

The Editorial Committee, Winter 1985

Notes and Additions for Winter 19835:;

Note 1. (From Foreword, v.) It seema some concerns in regard.
to thia manual center around an individual’s preference for
“how to" mahual;. Some have suggeated that such a "how to™
‘manual be written or this manual be changed into a "how to"
format. In regard to the  former, such plans are on . the
drawing board AND YOUR IDEAS ARE WELCOME! In regard to the
latter, while this would have many advantages, the
committee’s decision to present this material in “resource
manual style" was based upon practical. considerations. Our
preliminary aurveya indicated that there are plenty of '"how
to" evangelism manuals available today. . At the same time,
many of these manuals have a weak theological - base.
Therefore, there 1is a need to stress the Biblical and
Confessional basis of evangelism. Also, "how to" manuals
seem to be limited to the context 1in which they are
written. A "how to" manual, developed in 'one place by a
amall group of individualas, may not be readily applied
elaewhere. In thia light, Section Ten: *“Your Special
Approach”™ waa provided =o that unique "how to" approaches
could be developed from the Biblical and Confessional
“regsources'” provided throughout +the manual. We hope this
.note clarifiea this concern for the reader. Also, we hope -
'to see "Your Special Approach'" as you develop 1t

Addition 1. (From p. 57) After the printing of this manual,

an article was written 1in the "Concordia Journal®" (Nov.
1984) entitled: “"The Witneas Workshop Manual--A Critigue" by
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Larry M. Vogel. Although this is a specific critique of a
specific '"how to' manual, this article provides insights
which could strengthen many "how to" manuals. It is very
evangelically written and reflects some of the VCOncerhs
cited in Section 14 of this manual. (Note particularly:
"Resulting Emphasis,' p. 57.) '

Minor Corrections/Revisions: pp. 7, 22, 23, 26, 27, 36, 39,
40, 43, 48, 69a, 74.
Notes for Winter 1987:

Changes: Typos corrected, pp. 10, 35, 63-69a (name & =zip

code) . New Figure, p. 48 (eagle feeding young). Updates:
pp. 67 (last two paragraphs) & 67a. THE FORM WILL REFER YOU
TO OUR NEWSLETTER & ANOTHER NEW SERVICES: THE CENTER FOR

LUTHERAN EVALUATED ALTERNATIVE RESOURCES & REFERRALS.

More on our definition of Confessional Evangelism (pp. 1f).
"Evangelism®” is derived from “the Gospel™ (EUAGGELION) &

means "to spread the Good News'™. "Confession{(al)" is a term
rich with meaning. (1> Biblically it refers to our witness
of Christ. (a) Christ confesses us before the Father (Mt.
10:32) . (b)) We are to confess our faith in Christ (fides

qua) and maintain, through confession, the true faith {(fides
quae)(Rom.‘10:9; Acts 24:14; 1 John 1:8-9, 3:2,15). (2>
Luther and the Lutheran Reformers made "confession" of their
faith 4in the *"Lutheran Confessions'. (a) The faith is
preserved through the catechism and 1liturgy. (b)> The
catechism, & particularly the Apostles’ Creed, are summaries
of Scripture and the Confessions. (c) The other Lutheran

Confessiona may be called upon by the Confessional
Evangelist. (d)> Those that subscribe unconditionally to
these correct expositions of God’s Word are '"Confessional

Lutherans'". (e) Those that spread the Good Newas of Christ
in 'a manner consistent with Confessional Lutheranism are
“Confessional Evangelists™. (3) "Confession"™ is a practical
term. It ia a legal term which reminds us that just as we
would be expected to testify in a civil court (because we
WOUuLD BE ABLE TO DO S0)>, so +too, we are expected to &
enabled to witness of Christ in the world.

Update on resources: (1> A creedal tract is available
through Concordia Tract Mission (Box 201, St. Louis, MO

63166) entitled: "What Christians Believe'. It stresses
simplicity by building on John 3:16. They are VERY
economical. (2) An inciteful article has been written on
the church growth movement: "The Church Growth Movement: A
Word of Caution' by Pastor Glenn Huebel', CTQ, July-October,
1986 (pp. 165£). (3) Pastor Paul Miller (now pastor of
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Anaheim, CA; =see p. 4) has
made available: “Confessional Evangelism ‘How To’ Manual™.
Perfect for inclusion in Section 10.  We welcome other *How

To" attempts! (Also note from pp. 4-5: Viecar Robert E. Smith, Jr.
is now pastor of Zien Lutheran Church in Rosemead, CA.) '
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