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PERVERTED DEMOCRACY AND RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION. 

·what are the God-given functions of civil government~ 
We answer: Civil government, whether monarchical or demo
cratic, is instituted by God not only for the material, but also 
for the moral welfare of its citizens. "Ilighteousness" -civic 
righteousness - "exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to 
any people." Prov. 14, 3,1. Hence in the locus classicus on / 
civil government, Rom. 13, 1-7, civil authorities are called 
God's ministers for them that do good, but revengers to execute 
wrath on them that do evil. "When civil powers therefore issue 
ancl enforce lnws that suppress all manner of lawlessness and 
vice, they are discharging a divine function and protecting that 
civic righteousness-the jusf-it,ia c,ivilis-that alone exalteth 
a nation. "'Where government suffers vice and immorality to 
go unpunished, oven connives at public turpitude, there the 
State as well as tho Church cannot thrive, but will :finally 
perish. Hence Christians are enjoined 1 Tim. 2, 1-3 earnestly 
to pray for all them that have authority in civil matters over 
them, that they may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all god-
liness. and honesty. Says Luthm• (St. Louis Ed., IX, 922): 
"In the first place, pray for the civil magistrates. For the 
world needs nothing so much as a strict civil government. The 
world cannot be govemed with the Gospel, for the Word is in
sufficient and too limited, it apprehends but a few; scarcely one 
among a thousand accepts it. Therefore you cannot establish 
secular government through it. . . . Where civil government 
does not strictly enforce its office, there every one will grab 

9 



THE PRESENT URGENT CALL FOR EXPANSION OF 
SYNOD'S SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION.* 
Since the signing of tho armistice a great hue and cry has 

been raised as to tho necessity for reconstruction of practically 
every phase of human activity, of the entire structure of society, 
and oven of tho Church and of Religion. In so far as it contem
plates the supplanting of tho old hy something essentially .new, 
such clamor strikes no responsive chord in us as a Church or 
with respect to our strictly religious work. We not only know 
of no new way of loading men to peace with God and a truly 
godly life, but we arc positive that no way of salvation or sanc
tification can ho found other than that prepared by the Lord 
Himself and revealed to us in the Gospel of Christ. Equally 
positive are we that there can be no oth01~ instruments of grace 

· for the achievement of tho purpose of divine mercy than those 1 

instituted by Christ-His Gospel and His Sacraments. 
Tho ground on ,vhich wo stand, and ever must stand, is 

set forth in these words of Holy Writ, the only divine source 
and rule· of faith and life: "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, 
and to-day, and forever," Heh. 13, 8. "Neither is there salva
tion in any other; for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men whereby we must he saved," Acts 4, 12. "But 

* This paper was read before the Atlantic District at its convention 
in Jliiay at Schenccttidy, but could not be discussed for lack of time. It is 
here offered as a contribution to the discussion of matters educ,itional 
now going on among us. D. 
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though WO Or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed," Gal .. 1, 8. 

Concisely stated, tho problem of the Church is, and ever 
remains, how to carry out most expeditiously and effectively 
the great commission of Christ to His Church: "Go ye into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature." ,Vhat
soever of awvolty may enter into the Church's work is limited 
to methods and measures for the effective application of the 
Gospel to an ever larger number of the children of Adam. 

Over against those who claim for the Church a social mis
sion, and would, in fact, reduce her entire mission to the estab
lislunont of social and economic justice, we calmly and firmly 
maintain her mission to bo ·wholly spiritual, for which reason 
her influence on every phase of life, except that which is purely 
spiritual or religious, is and always must be wholly individual
istic, that is to say, exercised solely through those individuals 
whom she has made tho children of God, by adoption, through 
faith in Christ, tho Iledoonior, in character, by the implantation 
of the spirit of Christ. To His disciples Christ did say: "Ye 
are the light and the· salt of the world," and indisputably true 
it is that they are tho only morally corrective and aseptic force 
in this world. But Christ has nowhere commanded His Church 
to engage in any purely civic activity, or to labor for any merely 
social refo1:m. A powerful social force the Church is, the only 
force which effectually curbs malice, injustice, immorality, vice, 
and crime, and gives moral fiber and stamina to the social and 
politic body; but this great and beneficial influence she does not 
exorcise by any direct political, economic, and social action, but 
by making men Christians, and thus furnishing, through them 
the dynamic power which everywhere resists that which is evil 
and wrong, and contends for, and fosters, that which is good 
and right. 

This is the position held by our Lutheran Church. In this 
we know ourselves fundamentally at variance with both the 
Romanists and tho Reformed or Puritan Churches. vVe strictly 
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adhere to Christ's declaration to Pontius Pilate: "l\fy kingdom 
is not of this world," and hence set our faces as flint against 
any and every form of theocracy in civil governrrient, and 
against any and all interference of Church and State ,vith each 
other's sphere. vVo protest against the imposition of tho Chris
tian or Revealed Law of God upon tho State, and against the 
State's being made an instrume'nt of coercion in any religious 
matter,,, whatsoever. And we protest against the Church's en
gaging in auy other than striGtly religious work, and against 
the State's forcing· the Church into any other work. For us 
the words of Christ: "Render unto Caosti· tho thing·s which are 

1Caesar's, and unto God the things that arc God's," in the light 
of His other declaration: "1\,[y kingdom iB not of this world," 
mean not only that nnto tho ciyil government and the Church 
is to be given what is properly and distinctly duo to each, but 
that the civil and religious realms must be kept wholly separate. 

Ignorance of this ~nr fundamental position-the only posi
tion, ·we maintain, in accord with the First Amendment of our 
Federal Constitution-may explain much misunderstanding 
and rnisjudg,nent of onr Olrnrch dnring the late war, and of 
tho refusal of our congregations to he drawn into purely civic, 
political, and social activities, activities which we hold to be 
wholly foreign to the divinely proscribed and circumscribed 
mission of the Church, afttl to engage in which would be a com
mingling of State and Church, and eventually lead .to the de
struction of both. religions and civil liberty. 

"\Vhatsoever ot reconstructivo work the Church may be 
called on to perform can only be spiritually reformative work, 
winning more men for Christ, and making Christian men and 
women more efficient workefs for Christ. Our work of recon
struction, if that term we please to employ, is limited to all 
evangelistic, missionary, and educational enterprises. 

The special subject with which we are to. deal in this paper 
is the educational work of our Church. Our theme limits us 
to what we term Higher Education. It asserts that there is 
a present urgent call for energetic expansion of our Synod's 
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system of higher education. · And this it is your essayist is to 
set forth: The existence of such a call, and how it should be 
met.-

When wo members of the Church of the Reformation take 
up the study of the present-day needs and the present-day duties 
of our Church in the educational field, onr mind involuntarily 
and inevitably reverts to the great days of the Reformation, to 
the mighty changes wrought by the Reformation in all things 
educational, and to the mighty impulse it gave to the most in
tensive and extensive prosecution of every form of study. Of 
great value for our present study will be a review of these 
momentous facts, since modern education undeniably has its 
prime source in the Reformation. 

The supreme glory of the Reformation is the restoration to 
Christendom of the true Christ and the priceless liberty where
with He has made us free, the liberty which, in the words of 
St. J olm, makes us sinners priests and kings in God's sight, 
freemen of God, with none our Master, as Christ declared, save 
Himself. 

By the Bible alone and the enlightenment wrought in his 
soul by the Bible as to 'the true content of Christ's Gospel, Luther 

· came to-know and' possess this glorious liberty, the liberty from 
all Law and all sin, sin's guilt and penalty, and sin's thraldom. 

These two facts made Luther the emancipator of all learn
ing from all papal and ecclesiastical domination and the father 
of the most wonderful educational reform and expansion the 
world has ever witnessed. In making this statement we neither 
ignore nor desire to minimize that New Lea1:ning which had 
come to Western Christendom through the fall of Constantinople 
in 1453, and the scattering of the ancient treasures of the East 
and its learned men through Western Europe. Gladly do we 
acknowledge that especially through the knowledge of the an
cient languages it gave great assistance to the Reformation, 
since it made possible the study of the Holy Scriptures in the, 
original text, and the rendering of a direct and correct trans
lation of the original text into the people's language. And in 
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a certain measure it also freed the minds of men from the in
tellectual bondage of Scholasticism. N everthcless, it is true 
that tho New Learning not only made of men pagans, but by 
itself could never have freed mankind from the fetters of Roman 
autocracy, and hence could never have secured for the world 
genuine liberty of study and research. 

Luther broke both the tyranny of Rome and the tyranny 
exercised over all schools and minds of the }\fiddle Ages by 
the Scholastics, who, again, as Lb.ther so often pointed out, 
had become enslaved by the pagan Greek philosopher Aristotle. 
He gave to all study and research 'freedom and new direction 
and inspiration, and, in very truth, opened the portals of edu-

, · cation to all the world. 
This great achievement was the result of the reestablish

ment 0£ the fundamental Gospel-truth that sinful man is justi
£.ed by God's unmerited grace through faith in Christ alone. 
Through this truth Luther proved all believers in Christ free
men 0£ God, possessed of that power claimed by the Roman 
hierarchs as their exclusive prerogative, and which constitutes 
the basis and bulwark 0£ all their autocratic pretensions and 
tyrannical practises - the power 0£ the keys. 

By the establishment 0£ this truth Luther not only knocked 
the props from under the throne of Rome, he also delivered a 
death-blow to all Scholasticism, the entire doctrinal system 0£ 
Rome. Freemen 0£ God through Christ, possessed of all the 
treasures 0£ Christ, no Christian could any longer be bound to 
accept as divine and infallible oracles the outgivings of either 
the Pope or any other ecclesiastic or ecclesiastical body. Ser
vants only of Christ and His Church, all incumbents 0£ eccle
siastical office were now seen to be, not rulers 0£ the Christians' 
faith, but only helpers 0£ their joy, ministers only, who were 
bound to teach and preach nothing but God's Word, and who, 
i£ rightly they would fulfil their duty, must convincingly show 
to every Christian that their every teaching and command was 
truly the Lord's own, taken from His Word. So, too, the Chris
tians now knew themselves free to read the Word of God and 

/ 
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to refuse acceptance of anything as an article of faith or a 
Christian obligation unless convinced: Thus saith tho Lord in 
His Word. 

:Moreover, the Christians now learned that their privilege 
was also a .sacred duty, and a duty which they must conscien
tiously exercise to insure to themselves the keeping of the trne 
freedom in Christ. 

This it was Luther fervently and persuasively impressed 
upon all who came to see the new light through the old Gospel
truth,. and thus created the demand for education for all· the 
people, that every man might in the exercise of his Christian 
freedom and for its preservation read the Bible and by it test 
every teaching and every teacher. . 

Likewise Luther gave new zest and importance to the study 
of the ancient languages, the languages in which the Holy Scrip
tures were originally written. The perversion of Christ's Gospel 
by lfome, Luther knew to .have its source in the misinterpreta
tion and mistranslation of Holy Writ. Of necessity he insisted 
that, to know with certainty the true reading arid true meaning 
of God's Word, we must go back of every translation to the 
original text. "As dear as the Gospel is to us," he urged, "so .r 

hard let us keep at the languages." And need it be said that' 
Luther's insistence on going back to the original text of the 
Holy Scriptures, mid subjecting to careful study and examina
tioi1 its every word, as also the authenticity of the books in
cluded in the Canon, hegat a like demand for original research 
with respect to every fact or principle taught, and every source 
of knowledge, every important document? The desire for cer
tainty of knowledge· thus begotten led also to an inten~ive and 
exhaustive study of all the multitudinous subjects touched on 
in the Bible: , 

Again, Luther paved the ·way to the study of nature and 
all its forces which, particularly in the last century, ,has made 
such stupendous progress and produced such wonderful results, 
truly revolutionizing the whole 'work and lifo of man. This 
was done through the destruc~ion of that artificial and sinister 
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distinction, created by Romo, between what was termed relig
ious and secular life, effected by Luther primarily through the 
establishment of the universal prieBthood of all believers in 
Christ, ancl then through the recovery of the glorious truth 
that, since through Christ we are freed from all law and sin, 
and since all is good in God'B own sight whatsoever He has 
created and ordained, every activity of man is truly a holy and 

. pleasing service to God, a religious act, if done in true love to 
I God and one's fellow-man. . . 

While before, the mirid of all men had been directed to 
what Ifome presented as a religious life and religious acts, 
meritorious in the securing of the righteousness and forgiveness 
needed for the saving of one's soul, men now, knowing them
selves saved hy the grace of God and the merits of Christ alone, 
joyfully turned their minds to th<{ exercise and extension of 
that dominion over all nature which the Lord had in Adam 
and Eve given to all mankind. Thus the

1 
way was opened for, 

and mighty impulse given to, the wonderful study of natural 
science, the exploration of earth's hidden treasures, and the 
hamessing of nature's marvelou::1 forces. 

Another important fact to be noted is that, by the re
enthronement of the pure Gospel-teachings, Luther gave the 
incentive for, and, in fact, compelled the rea<ljustrrient of, all 
political thought, juridical conceptions, and social relations in 
harmony with the liberty wrought by Christ, whence has re
imltod an entirely new social ::1ystem in our modern world. Nor 
has tho influence of the Reformation in this direction spent 
itself. It is still operative, as i,; nianifest in tho progressively 
democratic changes going 011 in the world to-day. It is no 
exaggeration to say tlw,t the motlom world is the result of 
Luther's work, an<l, more particularly, of those principles of 
education which. he either promulgated directly, or which in. 
the course of time emanated ns ~ logical re::1ult from his funda
mental teachings. 

This review would be incomplete did we not make mention 
of the fact that Luther urged upon the people of his day the 
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necessity and duty of educating the youth, as for the service 
of the Church, so, too, for the service of the State, declaring it 
a crime against God and mankind if any one from selfish and 
mercenary motives refused to make the sacrifices involved in 
providing Church and State with efficient servants. 

Likewise, this review would be incomplete did we not take 
cognizance of the fact that at all times radicals of all kinds, 
especially in the intellectual sphere, have either claimed Luther 
as their protagonist, or else have denounced him for not having 
rid himself of what they stigmatize as slavish and superstitious 
adherence to the Bible. To the honor of Luther we concede the 
charge that Luther was a slave to the Bible and its every teach
ing, an~l gloried therein, because he was firmly convinced that 
the Bible is the inspired and infallible Word of God. With 
St. Paul ho was ever ready to take reason captive under the 
obedience of Christ, the ·word of God. He was neither a free
thinker nor the father of freethinking. As he said in his great 
disputation with Zwingli at :Marburg: "One word of Holy ·writ 
makes heaven and earth too narrow for me." 

In this connection it will not be considered irrelevant to 
note the fact that Rome has relentlessly pursued the malicious 
policy of discrediting Luther and the Lutherans by charging 
Luther and his teachings with being the source of license, im
morality, and all manner of lawlessness, insurrection, revolu
tion, and anarchy. During the late war the Romanists, in their 
papers in our country, charged Luther with being tho cause of 
this war, the insinuation being that under the influence of his 
teachings Germany and its rulers had espoused the principle of 
freedom from all law in the sense of freedom from every moral 
obligation, and hence had proclaimed might to be right. Of 
course, every Lutheran knows that' Luther did not teach the' 
abrogation of the moral law by Christ, but that Christ's ful
filling it in our stead delivered us from the necessity of our 
fulfilling it wholly or in part for our justification before God. 
Thereby, Luther pointed out, Christ did not Tevoke or nullify 
the law of God, but rather confirmed in the most powerful 
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fashion its irrovocability, as well as the fact that for God's 
children the Law must be that guide which iJ; all their life 
they must zealously, conscientiously, and cheerfully follow, be
cause it reveals to them the will of their heavenly Father, whom 
they cannot but love with all their heart. And no Christian 
there is, as the Gospel teaches and Luther taught, to whom with 
faith in Christ is not given true love for God. 

To one Ro,manist who felt himself called upon to write' me 
a letter, in which he repeated the trite charges against Luther 
and also accused Luth1rans of his town with disloyalty, I made 
the request kindly to tell me why, over \against the Lutherans, 
criminal statistics revealed a disproportionately large number 
of Romanists confined in our penal institutions, and asked 
him whether he was willing publicly to renounce this statement 
of Pope Leo XIII in his encyclical Diuturnurn, p. 25: "From 
this heresy [the Reformation], in the last century, a falsely 
so-called philosophy took its origin, and what is known as 
modem law, and government by the people, that boundless 
license which alone is considered liberty by the masses." If 
honestly committed to the principles of our American democ
racy and our Constitution, I told him, he would· certainly be 
prepared to make such renunciation, and this would be the 
proof of the sincerity of his vaunted loyalty. Though the 
gentleman wr6te me another letter, it contained no renunciation 
of the declaration of Leo XIII, but was filled with tho most 
ribald invective-a beautiful example of Roman piety. 

Strange it is what contradictory accusations are raised 
against Luther and his teachings, anµ that by men of the same 
Church, and, on the one hand, by men who uphold the crassest 
autocracy and denounce all democracy, and, on the other hand, 
by men who justify revolution and denounce Luther for taking 
the stand he took in the Peasants' War, when he declared that 
no one had leamed from him to rise in rebellion against the 
constitute(t civil powers, that the liberty through Christ which 
he had taught meant obedience not only to Christ, but also to 
civil law and order; that the true Christian trusted in the 
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Lord to redress all injustice and rolieve him from all just griev
ances, ancl he'1.ce was satisfied to cast all his sorrows upon the 

· Lord in prayer, and to raise his voice in energetic protest against 
all injustice to the responsible mitl10rities.. The l~tter Luther 
did in the most fearless manner. A constructive and progressive 
statesman tho truth God gave him to grasp and apply made him 
to he, lmt.not a revolutionist nor a preacher of unlawful violence. 
With all his soul he believed iii the power of reform by educa
tion ancl fearless moral appeal. However persistently malicious 
enemies of the Gospel of Christ which he preached may seek 
to malign him, sane, intelligent, mid mipreju<lice<l men of all 
classes and creeds unite in extolling him as the world's greatest 
Reformer. And great and beneficent as is the fruit of his labors, 
so powerful is the proof fumished by him for the reformative 
dlieacy of peaceful educational endeavors. 

A new era was ushered in by the Reformation. .l'1. new 
era, we are told, has been ushered in by the \Vorld ·war, because 
it has created new 'conditions and new demands, which must be 
met and satisfied by all institutions and agencies if they are to 
keep step with the foi·ward march of the world, aud not be rele
gated to innocuous desuetude. In the light of the Reforma
tion and in the light of God's holy Word, which was the guid
ing star and impelling force of the Reformation, we should be 
able clearly to perceive and rightly to solve all problems that 
may in our day confront us as a Uhmch. 

\Let us first seek to analyze aud appraise the new conditions 
and demands, and then consider how we may effectually meet 
them, and thi8 with reference to higher education. 

Rationalism and materialism were the two forces which, 
had corrupted tho Church of tho :Middle Ages, and which had' 
created, or permitted to grow up, into,lerably oppress~ve social 
conditions. The same forces spiritually enlightened men and 
women pc,rceive to have been produ'ctive of the same results in , 
our day. The charge has been made that the ·world War was · 
primarily attributable to the failure of Christ's Olnu:ch. They 
who make that charge u~doubtedly labor under the false con-
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ceptiou of the Church inculcated by Reformed teaching, as 
though its mission were to set the whole world right, creating 
a perfect theocracy, a state wholly in accord with the divine. 
Law, and in which all men would he governed by that Law. 
Everybody knows how industriously in recent years the so-called 
social conception of the kingdom of Christ on earth which makes 
the mission of Christ and His Church solely the establishment 
of social peace and justice, has been preached. Blinded by this 
Jalse conception, men cannot but misjudge the Church as to its 
true character and purpose, its labor and the fruit thereof. 
·wanting all understanding of the spiritual character of the 
Church, they neither perceive the fundamental truth that no
body can call Christ Lord except by tho Holy Ghost, nor that 
other momentous truth,

1 

that it lies in the power of men to resist 
and reject the grace of God. Hence they neither inqui\·e as to 
who arc really Christians nor into the cause of the failure of the 
Church to make men Christians, that is to say, what moves men 
to refuse and resist the gracq of God operative only through His 
pure ·word and Siwraments. If they possessed spiritual under
standing, which alone can impel man to make such inquiry, 
they would quickly perceive that tho breaking out of the World 
War is not to be laid at tho door of Christ's Church, and hence, 
in reality not to be charged to God Himself, to wit, for having 
withheld His grace and tho means of grace from mankind, but 
must be attributed to tho wickedness of man, man's wilful re
jection of God's grace, and to those i11 part{cular who have led 
men away from God's good ,anc1 gracious Word. 

For us there can be no question bnt that, since the Lord 
rules the whole universe, this terrible war ,vas a manifestation 
of His just i{nd mighty wrath, and a punishment that has come 
particularly upon nations called Christian because, despite the 
fact that tho Gospel of Christ had been given thorn, they had, 
in their majorities, tumed a deaf car to it, aye, had oven fallen 

. away from their former faith, and given themselves over to all 
manner of idolatry and gross selfishness. It is no secret that 
in all the so-called Christian countries th~ro has heeu, during 



154 TUE l'l:ESENT UIWENT CALL FOR J,Xl'ANSION 

the past decades, a huge defection from tho Church of Christ 
and truo Christian faith, accompanied, as such defection always 
i-;, with a shocking increase of materialism and flesh-worship. 

As Aristotelian philosophy had through the Schoolmen, ·as 
they are called, corrupted all the teachings of Christ in the pre
Reformation period, just so in recent times materialistic ration
alism and preeminently the evolutionistic theory was set in oppo
sition to the Dible, and was made the basis of all teaching in 
:3cience and in theology. Any one acquainted with· the facts 
knows that few were the schools of higher learning in all so
called Christian lands in which all toaGhing was not dominated 
by this theory and the spirit of rationalism. Proud over their 
success in the development of natural sciences, men of learning 
had combined in the rejection of all mystery and in the refusal 
to accept anything on divine authority. Nothing would they 
accept or concede to be true, such was th~ declaration of these 
men, that was not scientifically demonstrable, and hence evolved 
from human reason, or brought into consonance with man's own 
experience and the processes of his intellect. 

From such attitude and teaching resulted contempt not 
only for the Gospel of Christ, but tho moral law, all divine law. 
Holding theri:isolves to be nothing but tho product of an im
personal force, with no permanent existence as individual, por
:3onal beings, how could they perceive or acknowledge any per
sonal accomitability of man to a divine :Maker and Lord, and 
how, therefore, do otherwise than scoff at all moral law and 
obligation, and abandon thornsolvos to all tho lusts of tho flesh, 
and deride him as a fool who should permit any consideration 
of right and duty to restrain him from· gratifying his every 
carnal desire ! 

Tho war is 01Hlod. But is there any evidence that it has 
brought a moral awakening to tho hosts of men and tho loaders 
of thought and education who were caught in tho maelstrom of 
materialistic rationalism and heathenish sonsualisrn? Or is 
there any evidence that tho ecclesiastics and ecclesiastical bodies 
which had porrnitto<l themselves to be swept away from tho Bible _ 



01" SYNOD'S SYSTEM OI<' IIIGIIETI EDUCATION. 155 

and faith in Christ by the mighty wave of rationalism and their 
desire to hold especially tho learned and cultured people by 
making the religion 9f Christ conformable to reason, have come 
to realize tho awful fraud and crime into ·which they had been 
drawn~ Alas, no. The calls for reconstruction of Chnrch and 
religion which have reached us from prominent clergymen and 
laymen have nearly all urged, not the return to the pure Bible
faith, the faith in the all-sufficient modiatorial obedience and 
sacrifice of Christ and tho saving and sanctifying power of His 
pure Gospel and Sacraments, but the abandonment of all that 
which they declare divisive and, therefore, tho abandonment of 
all that is fundamental and essential in the pure Christian faith. 
Uriabashed, men who lay claim to the glorious title of Christian 
cry out for a consolidation and unification of all Churches and 
all religions on the basis of life and deeds, character and conduct 
alone, eliminating wholly the Bible as the inspired Word of God 

I 

and Christ as tho Redeemer. Organization, unified, centralized 
control- that is to be the cure of all the ills that flesh is heir 
to, of all thy world's woes and evils. Peace they might have, if 
that program they could carry out, but know not that it would 
be the peace of death. Oh, how blind men are who know not 
that the Law never gives life, but only kills, and that spiritually 
dead men can· as little quicken themselves into spiritual life as 
the physically dead can resurrect themselves into physical life. 

This is the condition we must face, and we may entertain 
no hope that the wise and learned of this world, uncured as they 
are. of their deification of human reason, will do and act dif
ferently in the days to come than before the great war. vVe 
must expect them to continue their fight against the Bible and 
the Christian faith, and for the enthronement of their paganiz
ing rationalistic theories. 

Fearlessly ,,~o must challenge these enemies of the Bible 
and the Christ. Clearly does St. Paul set forth, as one of the 
necessary qualifications of Christ's ministers, the ability to re
fute the gainsayers. Apologetics, the defense of our Christian 
faith, is a duty laid upon His Church aud ministers by the Lord. 
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An<l this requires beating the enemy with his own weapons, 
proving false an<l untenable, by the test of soun<l reason an<l the 
actual results of genuine scientific research, whatsoever under 
the guise of science an<l philosophy may be advanced against 
the Bible an<l our Christian faith. To do this we must acquire 
a thorough knowledge of all science, and of every method em
ployed •in so-called scientific research. 

Complaint has been made that for such apologetic work our 
ministers have, as a rule, not been sufficiently equipped, and that 
our American Lutheran Church has failed to meet in the public 
forum the attacks of tho enemies of Christ, men who. by their 
unquestioned learning and their cunning and bold assertions 
have undermined the faith of many simple Christians. 
' How often have not our own synodical papers lamented the 
fact that our young men and women have been bereft of their 
faith by attending schools of higher learning through the poison 
of ra'tionalisrn and infidelity injected by their teachers! Earnestly 

. have we warned against the danger threatening our youth at 
such schools whore the Gospel of Christ doe? uot rule, and yet 
we have provided no opportunity, for such of our youth as are 
desirous of preparing for some high secular calling and pro
fo;,siou, o:f acquiring tho necessary leamiug at any of our in
stitutions, or at an institution founded for such work all(l 
under Christian iufluonco. Surely, we do not want to keep our 
young men and women from aC(1uiri11g higher loaming and 
fitting themselvo;, for the most infll).ontial and important posi
tions in life. jJ.imlfnl of the duty we owe all our fellow-men, 
our country and nation, as well as of tho duty imposed upon us 
hy tho Lord, both through tho explicit command o:f love for Him 
and our follow-men and by the dominion given us over all the 
earth, the duty of rendering the greatest possible service to all 
tho world, we must rather urge and enable all our youth to de
velop in the largest possible measure their every God-given 
faculty and power that they may tl'o valiant service in the con
quest of nature, and in the advancement of genuine social prog
ros~, and above all, in the fur'therance of the kingdom of Christ 
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on earth. Our first duty is towards the members of onr Church. 
"As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially to them who are of the househqld of faith," reads 
St. Paul's admonition Gal. 6-, 10. And onr first duty towards 
our brethren is to protect them in their faith, and at the same 
time enable them to make· the most of their God-given powers in 
service to .God and man, Church and State. 

In this connection cognizance must also be tnkcn of the fact 
that our Church '1rns suffered great loss not only through the at
tendance of our youth seeking higher learning at schools whose 
teachers undermine all faith, but also through attendance at all 
manner of sectarian and even Romanist schools, such as girls' 
seminaries, nurses' training-schools, and the like. It has been I 

said that we snffer from a dearth of men and ·women of higher 
education, so much needed for all manner of important church-

' work. Is npt the prime cause of this dearth the loss of so many 
of our youth who, in seeking a higher education, find themselves 
compelled to go to institutions under sectarian and infidel in
fluence, and there suffer, loss or perversion of their faith i And 
might we not hope to reverse the process and turn our former 
loss into gain, if we equipped institutions of higher learning 
with well-qualified teachers, maintaining the highest standard 
in the character of their work and discipline i 

More than ever has it become apparent during the late war 
that our Church outside of tl{e circle of its own members is little 
known to our fellow-Americans as to its distinctive teachings, 
its polity and practise, and even its glorious history. This 
ignorance has led to false assumptions and suspicions, and thus 
it was possible that malicious and slanderous misrepresentations 
gained credence with many to the hurt and harm of our Church 
and its members. We have been charged with aloofness, not so 
much, I feel, because of our refusal to enter into unionistic 
services and alliances with other religious bodies, but rather be
cause of our failure to bring our Church and its teachings to the 
knowledge of the public. A119th~r cause for such charge is the 
failure of ou,r people to take an nctive and pro1i1inent part in 
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the political an<l social life, even in communities in which they 
constitute a respectable clement and power. If now we ask why 
our Church has not been given more publicity, and why our 
members have not figured more pro'minently in public life, and 
in all those activities whose purpose is civic and social better
ment, is not this the answer: The lack of men and women who 
combine with a thorough religious education that general higher 
education which alone inspires the confidence required for 
public activity? Thero is no denying the fact that we shall tho 
more effectually prove ourselves the light and tho salt of tho 
world, the more powerfully we can inject ourselves into public 
life and help shape and determine public opinion and public 
action. And if we cannot deny that to be our duty as Christians 
and citizens of our democratic commonwealth which tho Lord 
enjoined upon the children of Israel with respect to tho city in 
,vhich they were captives, then we must most certainly recognize 
it a duty before God to fit ourselves and our children for the 
most arduous civic tasks, the highest civil positions, and strive 
to make the largest possible contribution to the common welfare 
of our country, and to those communities in which we live. 
:Missionaries of and for Christ we Christians of necessity are in 
all our life and conduct,· and the more prominent and influential 
a role we can play in the community life, tho more prominent 
and irµ.prossive will be our testimony for the truth and power 
of Christ's Gospel, even though that testimony be given in no 
otl~or way than by a truly exemplary Christian life and our 
e~rnost endeavors to render faithful service and combat all that 
is evil, corrupt, and harmful. Nor can any one long remain 
blind to the fact that the influences by which we are sur
rounded react upon us all, and that public opinion, no matter 
by whom shaped, is bound to affect our own thought, and more 
especially that of our youth, in a manner either beneficial or 
harmful. Thus even our religious liberty may become en
dangered. Realizing this fact, we Christians, filled with true 
love for God and all our fellow-men, surely cannot but employ 
every legitimate and available means to influence public opinion 
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and shape public life iu harmony with the will of God, and 
this as much to insure civil tranquillity and happiness to all 
men as to avert any injustice or violence being done to God's 
children. For this reason I hold it a legitimate and laudable 
ambition to make possible for all our youth the acquisition of 
an education which :will fit them for the highest and most in
fluential career to which by reason of their natural endowments 
they may properly aspire, at an institution where they will at 
the same time be made truly strong in the Lord, able represen
tatives and defenders of their Christian and Luth·eran faith anq. 
Chnrch. Nor do I soc any reason why, if it can be <lone, Chris
tian love should not impel us to do as much for our gifted young 
men and women in preparation for other high callings as we do 
for those who pnrpose to serve the Lord, His Church, and man
kind as ministers of the Gospel. The teacher, the author, the 
editor, the lawyer, the judge, a:µd the statesman, and whoever 
else serves as a loader of men and a molder of public thought 
and life, is undoubtedly a great public benefactor, if guided by 
right principles and intent upon serving the Lord in having the 
world's work done in accordance with His will; and this is true, 
even though limited to the maintenance and furtherance of civic 
righteousness. Moreover, it seems to mo no one can but agree 
that, the /more firmly convinced we are that we by God's grace, 
through the true knowledge of Christ's Gospel, are enabled to 
judge aright all civil as well as all spiritual matters, the more 

' intent we must be upon rendering that service which will secure 
to all men their rights and liberties, the nearest possible ap
proach to equal justice, protection, and opportunity for all, 
without any discrimination because of race, creed, or color. 

}lay ·I not also in this connection point to the necessity, 
often deplored, due to lack of able lay representatives in civic 
life, of our ministers' engaging in activities for the public good 
and the protection of the Church which, while entirely .legiti
mate for them to engage in either as citizens or as servants of 
the Church, had yet better be left to laymen, in order to avoid 

/ 



160 
I 

THE l'ImSIGN'l' UlWEN'l' CALL rroR J£Xl'ANSI0N 

false impressions and the danger of having the Church drawn 
in to the political arena ? 

Another well-known ami undisputed fact to which atten
tion should be drawn is that much educational, missionary, and 
parish work, now often neglected because of lack of duly pre
pared workers, co1{ld be done, if we had well-educated deacon
esses, women missionaries, and teachers who could serve as 
teachers in our parish and mission-schools, as nurses and parish 
visitors in our churches. 

If we are to maintain our parish school system, we shall 
_:_ such is my conviction - ha.ve to make this our slogan: "No 
church without a parish school." And if that program is to be 
carried out, Synod will have to back up by active assistance all 
schools which tho individual congregations are unable to sus
tain; and this, I feel, can be done only through the creation of 
a Parish School Endowment Fund and the adoption of some 
plari which will give us teachers for our poorer parishes who 
will work, as deaconesses are wont to do, without pay, having 
their living secured by a common fund, and provided with a 
homo to which they may always retire. 

Our parish schools, if they arc to be maintained, must keep. 
stop with every advance made by the public schools. Our 
teachers' colleges should be accredited, and such training must 
be given our teachers that they need never hesitate to subject 
themselves to any test tho civil authorities may cho'ose to pre
scribe for public school teachers. :i\foreover, I believe it tho part 
of wisdom not only to give to our teachers a training fitting thorn 
for their work, but an education which will enable them to im
press both our own people and· all American citizens with their 
superior character ar~d culture. 

I have touched particularly upon tho need of the highest 
class of teachers for our parish schools because of their import
ance foi· our Church, and, because they are tho foundation for all 
our higher education, and, I may add, because of our conviction 
that through them we are rendering the greatest possible service 

' to our country in furnishing the State with t!1e very best of 
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citizens. I do not share the opinion of some of our men that 
antagonism exists in any large measure in our country against 
our Lutheran parish schools because they are church schools 
and Lutheran schools, nor because of any idea that our schools 
fail to fit their pupils for a right participation in American life 
and for the performance of a man's job. Other schools than 
ours are a thorn in the eyes of zealous and patriotic Americans 
because of the conviction that in them children are made to im
bibe beliefs wholly at variance with the fundamental principles 
of Americanism and democracy, but against which they dare not 
proceed separately, because they know that the cry of religious 
persecution would certainly be raised, and raised effectually. 
Hence the desire of having all parish schools suppressed and 
prohibited. The greater the menace is perceived to be, the more 
intent we must be on being prepared to have our schools furnish 
proof of their efficiency and of their Americanism. And this it 
is that lends weight to the argument that our teachers should 
stand out as men of superior ability, character, and culture. 
' We now come to the consideration of the question: What 

can and shall be done to practically meet our present conditions 
and needs, make tho most of our opportunities, and in over 
larger measure fulfil the great mission laid upon us as tho 
Church of Christ and the children of God? 

:My first suggestion is that we should make all our colleges 
full colleges, and bring them up to the highest standa:rd reached 
by any other like institutions in, our country. And that there 
may be no question as to their efficiency, I deem it advisable 
that Synod have them accredited by the proper civil authorities, 
unless conditions should be imposed interfering with their char~ 
actor and purpose as genuinely Christian and Lutheran insti
tutions. Rather fewer institutions which are up to th~ highest 
mark than many institutions which fail to satisfy the present
day n·eeds and. demands of those whom we must desire to come 
to our schools. This includes giving them all necessary equip
ment in men and material'. And in my understanding this 
should also mean the addition of all courses of study offered by 

11 
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other colleg~s, though not necessarily so that all our colleges 
would each off er every course. 

My second suggestion is that we seriously consider such 
improvement and expansion in the wo1:k of our Seminary at 
St. Louis as is necessary and practicable to fit its graduates 
for the most efficient work of ministers of Christ in our day and 
our country. 

1'Iy third suggestion is that to the students of our normal 
schools be given, besides the special training for their work as 
pedagogs, a general cultural education equaling that of an 
American college. 

My fourth suggestion is that we establish a deaconess in
stitute and other institutions for the higher education of young 
women with a particular view to equipping them for church
work, as opportunity or need may appear and the necessary 
fonds can be raised. 

J\Iy last suggestion is that we seriously keep before us the 
task of establishing, at the earliest possible opportunities, a 
Lutheran university. 

We are all agreed that as it is the supreme duty of the 
Church to preach the Gospel to every creature, the same duty 
devolves upon it to provide for the most efficient education of 
the largest possible number of young men for the ministry. Nor 
will any one dissent from the statement that with the change of 
conditions under which the people live and labor the require
ments for the preparation of an efficient ministry change. 
Surely, the man who is to minister to a congregation made up, 
if only in part, of persons who have acquired a higher education 
requires a different equipment from one who is to serve a con
gregation whose members have received only a moderate edu
cation: The man who is to labor only among people of Lutheran 
antecedents and education has no need of knowing the Puritan 
mind such as must he who is to cast his net among those who 

· have grown up under Puritan teaching and environment. Now, 
since our ministers will undoubtedly more and more be called 
on to serve congregations with an element of highly educated · 
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members, and in the performance 0£ their work will encounter 
people affected by, and often infected with, the rationalism and 
materialism 0£ our day, it certainly behooves us to give the men 
preparing for tho ministry the best possible training for those 
conditions and problems with which they will have to wrestle. 
I do not purpose to go into any 1details as to the special studies 
to be added or expanded at our colleges, i£ the course for pro
spective ministerial students shall be extended by two years. 
The Survey Committee, appointed by the Delegate Synod at its 
last session, has made quite a number 0£ recommendations based 
upon such extension. There is no man with any experience in 
the ministry who will not energetically endorse the proposed ex
tension, and that because he knows that what Cicero said 0£ the 
orator applies with special force to the Christian minister 0£ our 
day, that there is no knowledge on any subject that will not be 
0£ service to him in the performance 0£ his high office. I£ 
I may state what by reason 0£ my experience I would urge upon 
the college student who contemplates entering the Christian min
istry, those things I should emphasize: The most perfect mastery 
0£ the ancient Bible-languages, 0£ English and German, history 
and philosophy, the natural sciences, tho social and economic de
velopments since tho days 0£ the Reformation, and the religious 
history 0£ our country, particularly that 0£ Puritanism, the 
latter also in its effect upon the character 0£ men, and its atti
tude towards all civil and political issues. To every student 
at oin colleges who is to enter the ministry should be given, as 
a part 0£ the regular ,curriculum, training 0£ the voice and musi
cal instruction sufficient to enable him to judge what is proper 
and in harmony with the character 0£ our religious services and 
what not. The enumeration 0£ the subjects specifically men
tioned does not mean minimizing the importance 0£ other sub
jects taught at our, colleges. The idea was merely to stress their 
importance. 

Thus; too, I would say, i£ courses are to be added at oµr 
colleges for those who wish to prepare for other than the min
isterial calling, - and this, in my judgment, should be done 



164 THE PRESENT URGENT CA.LL FOR EXI'.\.NSION 

without any delay, - then provision should be made to give 
these other students such knowledge of ,our Church, its teach
ings and its history, as to enable them to stand up publicly in the 
defense of it whenever it is assailed, and to act as its intelligent 
representatives in all m~vernents and issues of a public character 
in. which the life and the interests of our Church may be in
volved. Too often we nowadays hear even men of superior in
telligence and education say when religious questions are raised: 
"You must go to some minister of our Church. I cannot ex
plain this to you, or tell you why our Church takes this posi
tion." Since

1 
we hold all Christians to be royal priests of God, 

we should also be eager to prepare all so that in their sphere of 
activity they may perform the duty of royal priests of God., 

As for our theological students, they should be thoroughly 
initiated into all the religious influences that have shaped our 
American history and life, and this to the end that as ministers 
and missionaries they may know how to approach those who 
have imbibed conceptions and views wholly different from those 
who have grown up in a Lutheran atmosphere. The more we 
enter upon work in the language of our country, the more the 
necessity of such knowledge will appear. 

So, too, I hold that our theological students should be 
thoroughly acquainted with the social and economic develop
ments of the 1past, and the movements result}ng therefrom in 
our day. No intelligent mari can close his eyes to the fact that 
both the Church, as such and Christians in their individual ca
pacity as citizens and workers must take a definite stand towards 
the social and economic movements and innovations of our day, 
and that much will depend for the Church on the attitude taken, 
which self-evidently must be in faithful accord with God's vVord 
and Christian principle, but which must also be sympathetic and 
wise, in no wise limiting the true liberty of the Christian and 
of man. In so far as moral issues are involve'd in all these move
ments, the Church must be prepared to give positive and definite 
answer, and every minister and religious teacher must be ready 
to prove such answer by correct application of God's VVord and 
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Law, and the course dictated by such .answer must be such as 
no upright child' of God may consistently refuse to follow. In 
such matters the Church must lift up her voice for the instruc
tion of her own members and to ward off dangers threatening 
the members individually, the Church as a body, and the body 
politic. Every one knows how much.lrnrm has been done Christ's 
Church by the incessant charge that the Church manifests no 
sympathy for tho worker and the poor, offers no practical solu
tion for the removal of acknowledged moral evils, nor helps to 
solve this problem and, by a false application of the Law it 
preaches, that it upholds and perpetuates all manner of social 
and economic injustice. Nor do I hesitate to say that in times 
gone by we have not only failed to discern certain injustices 
and evils, and the right and effective measures to combat them, 
but have even failed to perceive the 1tecessity of urging and 
organizing joint. action for the maintenance of right prjnciples 
and the protection of members of our Church, and others as 
well, in their rights under such principles. The prime cause 
for such failure is, in my judgment, to be found in a lack of 
study of economics and social movements. and their immediate 
or eventual bearing on the life and liberty of all men, especially 
on the right of loyal disciples of Christ to work at their cho~en 
calling without l)eing pledged to actions contrary to their con
viction and conscience. 

I hesitate not to say that for the right preparation of the 
religious teachers and leaders of ~ur day we should· institute 
a special course of study on these subjects, and this to the end 
that our ministers may not only rightly and convincingly in
struct their own congregations as to_ their duty, but may also 
boldly sot forth the truth in public print, and combat all that is 
violative of true morality and that liberty which we Americans 
rightly hol<l to be the inalienable right of every man. 

Also, I am firmly convinced that there are valuable methods 
in tho training of our.ministers for their future work, both theo
logical and practicdl, not now employed at our seminaries, which 
should he introduced without delay, methods which will enlarge 
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the scope of the students' kno,vlodge, develop independent judg
ment, and teach them how quickly to avail themselves of all 
resources and to exhaust all opportunities. In this connection 
I may refer to tho fact that those charged with the oversight of 
our mission-work and our missionaries have often voiced it as 
their opinion that a course in practical mission-work should be 
instituted at onr seminaries and put in charge of a man of large 
practical experience. 

To give opportunity to the professors at our schools to study 
the work and methods of other institutions, and to make special 
studies in line with their professional work and on any par
ticularly important and burning issue, the suggestion has been 
made, and should be seriously pondered, to give to our men 
what is known as the sabbatical vacation, a release from all 
class and institutional work every seventh year. 

This would seem not only desirable, but a necessity, if we 
wish our men not only to keep pace with all advance in what 
may be termed scientific learning, but to publish books and 
magazine articles in which they are to make valuable contri
butions to such advance, and to combat publicly the manifold 
errors and sophistries by which, through so-called scientific 
books, learned and unlearned men are shaken in their faith 
and led astray. No open-minded man in our midst will deny 
that we should endeavor to have gifted men of ours seek, through 
literary channels, to exercise a larger influence in bringing 
Christ's pure Gospel to the knowledge of all men, and to repel 
all assaults made upon the true Christian faith. 

We certainly must see and agree that if we would let our 
light shine before the people, we must also endeavor to have all 
the facts of life and all movements of every character placed 
before men in the light of divine truth and revelation. 

And this should be done not only by our clergymen and 
theological professors, it should also be done by men of every 
professional calling. Nor is it necessary for me to furnish 
proof that for such work as the refutation of the higher critics 
of our <lay in their allcgecl scientific findings and cloductions it 
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will be necessary to have specialists who can devote themseh;es 
wholly to a special line of work. 

Such men of every calling we shall have in sufficiently large 
and ever increasing number only if we both induce our young 
men to fit themselves for higher callings and create for them 
the opportunity of acquiring the necessary preparation together 
with a sound and profound knowledge of Lutheranism. That 
means either the addition, to our present institutions, of all 
courses required for such work or the creation of special in
stitutions for such work, and should eventually lead to the 
establishment of a Lutheran university. 

As to the expansion of the training given at our teachers' 
colleges and the curriculum and other provisions for the train
ing of women as deaconesses, teachers, nurses, parish- and mis-
sionary workers, I do not feel it necessary in this paper to say / 
any more than has been said. 

But I do want to emphasize that this is the urgent call 
to the Church and the individual Lutherans 

1
of our· day and 

conn try: to supply the opportunity for all our young men and 
women, 110 matter for what calling they desire to prepare, to 
secure their higher education at a Lutheran college, ladies' sem
inary, normal school, or by whatever other name the higher 
institution may be designated. 

Without delay Synod should determin13 whether it means 
to hold to its program of having Synod conduct schools solely 
for the preparatiqn of church-workers, or whether it is also 
willing and ready to provide the schooling £or other callings. 
I£ the decision should be made to adhere to the first co\use, 110 

time should be lost to get all forward-looking and zealous mem
bers of Synod, men and won1en, together in a powerful Educa
tional Association for the founding of the largest possible num
ber of Lutheran institutions of every description needed to give 
all our youth the advantage of efficient preparation for._ their 
chosen work together with a thorough study of Lutheranism and 
genuine Christian environment. 
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For myself I sec no reason why the same principle should 
not apply to all higher education which underlies our parish 
schools. i do not share the fear that the combination of all 
courses in one institution will deflect any number ,of our young 
men from the ministry. Given ,the right 111.9n at the head, who,, 
filled with the love of Christ, will urge ·upon all the students 
the supreme glory · and importance of the Christian ministry, 
quite the opposite result should be achieved. 

Here it may be proper to direct attention to the necessity of 
guarding against tlie danger of stagnation and deterioration 
resulting from inbreeding and of securing men thoroughly 
equipped for work at our higher institutions. w·e all' know 
the course hitherto followed in the selection of professors for 
_our institutions, and how little many of the men .at the time of 
their election were prepared for the special work for which they 
were called. 

It may be well to remind ourselves of the fact that the 
founders of our Synod and its educational work were men who 
had enjoyed university training. A wise course it might be to 
select specially gifted young men and have them, after gradua
tion from our Seminary in St. Louis, sent to universities, the1;e 
to prepare themselves for th~ teaching of some special branch. 
The man who knows little more than the graduates of our col
leges and seminaries no one will contend to be equipped as he 
should be who is to be a teacher at such .institutions. 
,_: ' Bi11ce/ in the ·interest of Synod, men should be induced to 
trike tip such stt~dics; arid hlso, I would suggest, pursue them 
under: the·gtlidance or ,vitlt the'·co{uisel of our St. Louis Faculty, 
Synod' 'should: forriish thei ±tiearis for such study. Nations like 
,Jupai1, 'we ar&' ihfor11ied, (fo 1this Jor' the furtherance of the 
i1riti~riitl: ,~eifarc: · Why' dlioul<l Ii.'ot tho Church do a like thing 
foi· the :ft1rthorancc of ·her momentous "vork? ·If we £ail to do 
th'.is, if pra:cticablo;"tio we not'falhmder 'the stricthre expressed 
bJ' Ch'rist' ·hi, the P~inible M the Unfaithful, Ste'ward in the _ 
,vords':·' "F01;·· the chil<l1;en df this ,vorld. •:ire· in their generation 
wiser than the children of light,", Luke 16; 8? 
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If, as some fear, our Church is in future to be beset with 
great difficulties and exposed to strong antagonism aiming at 
its suppression and extinction, what wiser course for us to 
pursue than to secure a large corps of the ablest leaders and 
defenders! 

Nor lot us forget the duty Luther urged upon all the Chris
tian people of his day with respect to the common welfare. Let 
us not overlook the fact that the Reformation had for its leaders 
men of the very highest intellectual ability and attainments, 
and that it exercised its mighty influence and secured its mar
velous gl.'owth and success largely through the control of, and 
the work done at, the universities, as also through the fearless 

, and extensive. use made of what we to-day would call literary 
propaganda, popular and learned. Luther was particularly in
tent upon reaching all the people. He spoke .and wrote to them 
in their own language. Beyond a do11bt ho was the greatest 
literary propagandist tho Church of Christ has ever had, and 
also the ablest nnd most resourceful defender of both the truth 
of God and the right of man to worship God in obedience to his 
own conviction and conscience. I£ to-day we had men with the 
same confidence, born 11ot only of firm religious conviction, 
which our men possess, but also of profound learning, could 
we not expect them to follow tho example of Luther and his 
colleagues, the fathers of the Reformation? · 

Ts it not this very thing which in the measure of their 
opportunity and means the founders of our Synod did here in 
our country immediately after, or shortly after, their arrival in 
tho founding of a college in the backwoods of Perry Co., :M:o., · 
which provided as foll a course of study as any college of the 
day, and to which they invite'd all young :tnon seeking higher 
learning through the daily press, and in the founding of a 
Ladies' Seminary, and in the publishing of the Lidheraner and 
many a book and pamphlet? 

It is nothing new we are urging upon our Church and 
Synod, it is only that which both the fathers of the Reformation 
and the founders of our Synod have done in their day. We 
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simply have not kept the pace set by them, have not carried out 
the true and full program of our Church. The reason for this 
failure was not lack of'faith or love, foresight or will, but the 
excess of opportunity or of work over our resources. '\Ve simply 
had to concentrate first on the most urgent and most important 
work, and be satisfied with giving our workers no more of prep
aration than was absolutely required in obedience to God's 
'\Vord to equip them for the work of their day. Times and con
ditions, requirements and needs, have changed. \Ve can no 
longer plead the excuse· of colonial conditions, dearth of avail
able men and of money, the limitation of language and other 
limitations. God has so abundantly blessed us that if we will 
only · make determined and consecrated effort, we can both ex
pand our existing institutions and add others in the measure 
needed to enlarge our work and opportunities, and meet all re
quirements. A mighty force we are and great arc our resources. 
What is needed is that we gather them up, consolidate thorn, and 
throw them into the Lord's work. 

Yes, we need money, much money, to carry out the in
dicated expansion. But rightly has it been said by our officials 
and leaders that tho money needed for the work the Lord would 
have us do Ho has given us. All that is needed to secure this 
money for tho Lord's work is that all our Christians are made 
to hear tho Lord's cry: Tho Lord hath need thereof. 

Confident I am that such call, sent forth through all our 
congregations, will meet with a willing and generous response 
by the mighty host of our Lutheran Christians. And this em
boldens me to make my final suggestion: That, in commemora
tion of the quadricentennial of Luther's heroic stand at the 
Diet of Worms, Synod at its sessions next year be asked to re
solve for 1H21 a great campaign for tho raising of not loss 
than two million dollars for the expansion of our higher educa
tional work. 

Nmv-York, N. Y. vVnr. ScnOENI•'BLD. 


