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Witne:

Late on a Saturday worning, a knock on the front door interrupted Hue’'s
visit  with out-or-town relatives, & young, well dressed family stood at her
door. The tather smiied 2t her and said: "We're visiting our neighborz to find
people who are deeplv concerned about the lack of real love in the world. Do you
teel that way ftoo?" A little hit startled by the peaple, she replied: "I'm a
Little buzy rigsht now, =0 | can't talk.” "['nm sorry that we caught vou at an
inconvenient moment, " the nmother quickly responded, "as ynu may know, we are
Jehovah'=s VWitnesses. Ve wanted to share with you an important thought from the
Pible. But since you doan't have time to listen right now, perhaps 1| could leave
with you our current magazines, which discuss ways to show love to family
membars., You could read them when you have time. They cost 2b cents each.” Sue

quickly pays for the literature, sends the family away, an clozes the door as
s0on as possible. She knew what talking to Jehovah’'s Witnesses was like and knew
she’d just be contused and frustrated hours later. Yet she couldn't help feeling
guilty abouit not =aying zomething about Jesus.

Goaorze thought at himself as a good ol' boy. He loved country music <o
much, he'd even risk a fight with his wite to play it on the way to church on
sunday morning. fle could bhear her voice even now: "Are vyou a Christian or a
Cowboy?” At least he could ilisten to as much as he wanted tc, now that he waz on
his way to worlk. The D. J. announced a song by Waylon Jennings, Willie Nelsow,
Kris Kristotterson  and Johnony Cash. He reached over and cranked up the volume.

He dido't want fto wi a =econd ot & tune by his favorite artists. "1 was a

highwayman, .. "

mona. He loved thene spirift ot adventure song=. At least until he heard fthe last
varse. He pullad otf the road as the words rolled out of the speakers: "! fly a
starship, across the Universe Divine. And when [ reach the other side, ['11 find
2 place to rest my spirit if | can. Perhaps | may become a Highwayman again. Ur
! may simply be a single drop of rain., But | will remain and I'll be back again
and again and again and again and again and again..."

the =sonz began., It was a real toe-tapper. le really got into the

Judy  wandered around the mall, bhaif-heartedly looking into all the store
windows. Linda and Heather ware in California, sunbathing for a few weeks batore
their jobs berxan in Los Angeles. Dave and Hob were al=o gnne, off to New York
and the world ot advertising. livervone she knew had left vyesterday. VYor four
vears they'd laughed and cried their way through college. True, she'd soon be
ott to med school, but she missed them all. As she toock a seat near a tree,
tastatully placed in the center of the mall, she saw a few voung people selling
fiowars. Une of Them came over to chat. He was warm and caring. He asked about
ner and realiy listenad. He invifed her o their youth center downtown to meet
some more young people, have some snacks and enjoy herself. She accepted, glad
to have some new triends  for company zs she waited for the few days to pass
pefore her move. She =oon learned that they were a religious group. They were so
loving that <=she was interested in learnipg wore about their leader, Sun Myung
¥oon.

t iz your reaction to these stories? bo they sound real? 1t you were the
peopla in the stories, how would vyou have dealt with the situation? How could a



strong Chriztian taivh help vou in =uch situwations?

in today's America, religion is zaining strength as people struggle to find

meaning tor their lives in a world that often seems uncaring, cruel, confusing,
and without meaning. Vhat makes the modern search for religion different from
the ones of our past is that a great many people zeem to tind ftultillment in

non-christian religions. Un T1.V., actresses preach the gospel of the New Age.
The newzpaper frequently brings us stori concerning  satanic  groups.  Mormons
and Jehovah's Witnesses send missionaries to our homes. Buddhist philosophy is
taught in martial arts claszes. Everywhere we +turn another Gospel, another
Jesus, new bibles, old gods, and religious ideas offer their brand of salvation
to all who will lizten, How should God's people respond to thesze challanges to
the Christian faith? How do we witness o the truth? How do we protect ourselves
and our children from buying into these new gzospels offered by angels of light?

iscover trom God’'s word the answers to
irgt consider what the Bible says about
hen examine the +teachings of several
r to discover effective ways to witness

This cour=e is designed to help us d
these and many other gquestions. We will t
falzme religion and about Jesus., We will t
cults and new american religions in orde
to the hope within us.
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ziou Une: Characteristics ol Cults and New Religions

Betore we begzin to Jlook for ways to share the good news of Jesus Christ
with people in <ults and new religions, we need fo know what we're talking
about. VWhat's a cult? What's a new American religion? How do you identify them?
In the first seszion of our courze, we will take up these questions. In this way
wae will develop a foundation from which to study such groups.

Pefinitions

List below everything you think of when you hear the word “cult” and the phrase
"new American religion.” From these thoughts, develop a detinition i1or each
concapt.

The teacher or course | 2
to share with you. s it possible to draw a s

2

voup has several formal detinitions
ingle definition from them? Jr not,

cader or your study
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cults and new religions from the points brough®t out by the scriptures. Compare
these to the points provided by the course leader.

Review the fthings we discovered in fthe above passages. Create a "profile” for
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The Point ot Hesmsion UnerAdA cult is a group, movement, or philosophy which
claims  to be in harmony with the theology ot the Bible and may even claim to be
true Christianity, but in fact Lteaches & form of works righleousness and
nttempls Lo destroy the saving gospel of Jesus Christ.



Session Two: Untwisting Twisted Scripture:
Respaect for the Text of Scripture

Un Zunday morning, you have the T. V., set turned to a Christian channel. As
you dash  thronzh the [ivinz roow booking for the envelope with the otfering in
it, you notice a younz man prayving with a woman. "Sister,” he proclaims, "I
KNOW  God  doesn't  want you Lo have this heart disease. Didn’t He say in His
word, 'Le®t not your heart be froubled?”

W¥hat is vyour reaction ta this announcement? What i

U]

wrong with this use of the

You =tand blocking the front door. Your frustrated teenage son pleads with
you, "Come on! it's ij a little party. t won't drink much. Anyway, Jesus
thought it was U.K. fto have fun. He made more wine at a wedding, didn't He? He
said, "Eat, bDrink, and Ee Merry, Didn’'t He?”
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Short of killing him. what might you =say?

Vhen &Hatan convinced Adam and Eve to seek to become gnds and to decide for
themselves what was g2ood for them, sin entered the world. Hach and every person
born since that day has bean driven to pursue pleasure and to he selti-centered.
kiven Christians teel the pull to do things against God's will or to believe
thinzs contrary fo Und's word. Because we sense that God will nnt approve of aur
plans to sin or because others mi~h+ get in the way, we seek to find noble

reasons Lo justify our desires. At times like +he e, we are tempted to gquote fthe
Eible, not to learn from if, but to claim that God is really on our side, zoothe

our consciences, or silence others.

A= we learncd in our last session, one of the marks of talse religion is
the drive to twist God’s word intc a torm that seems to agree with human
opinicons and actions. if we aro share the love of Christ with those who follow
other vroligions, we must be oan our guard for distortions of Biblical truth. The
best way to do this i3 to wnderstand the basic rules for finding the corract
meaning  0f passages in the Seripture. In this session, we will discuss these
rules and the tricks which false religion use fo mold God's wnrd to their
purposes. In this way we can learn how to hold up the Gospel purely and correct
distortions which keep nthers from hearing its sweet message.
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Vorkshop in Untwisting Iwisted Scripture

The basic principles ftor understanding what the Meripture teaches are
demcribed betow. Under each rule, passages from various sources are presented,
ixamine each quote. Using the rule, determine whether or not the author of the
reading u=es Lhe Eible correct ly. It you feel the writer 1is mistaken, explain
whry.

Rule #1: Bake the Bible your highest authority

Hecause the Scripture is God's own word, it is a perfect guide *to the
truth., Human arguments, theories, logic, and opinions are limited by the fact
that pecple are created beings and by the sin-ridden desires within every
individual. When the Bible speaks on an issue, our only proper response is frust
God and to obey His commands,

Falem religzions, however, attack the authority of God's word in many ways.
sSome  add new hocks to the Scripture. Cthers treat it as a giant puzzle which
only they can solve. Still others claim that some porftions of Uod's Vord do not
apply to today's Christian. Other simply condemn portions as not a part of the
original Bible, as mistranslations of the original text, or simply as wrong. All
thiz amount= making the Bible a slave to human opinions.

When the Scripture is assaulted in these ways, the proper response i= taith
in God's Word alone, We muct reject all additions to Scripture, all
subtractions, and atil atfempts to turn it into a coded book in need of a key to
uniock its meaning. !t =omeone wishes to convince us, let them confine their
appeal to the MHible. There alone can we be certain of hearing the truth.

Quote #1

"The proofs concerning the identify of the world-ruling empires depicted by the
tabted image of Nebudchadrnezzar (Daniel 2) are too numerous to mention. Most
Bible commentaries  include ample references o historical sources correctly
identifying the kingdoms of Eabylon <(head ot gold), Persia (the chest of
silver), Graeco-Macedonia (thae belly and thighs of brass), and Rome {(the 1eet
and toes of miry clayv and iron)...the identity of the beast has never changed.
The culmination of the ancient kingdoms was Rome... (following a quote of Rev.
17:1-%) The woman is a great, universal, faolse church! She "sits on” a "beast,”
meaning she holdz =sway and influence aver the ten-nation union in central
Europe.”

Carrect, . lncorract

GQGuote #2

"The inspired words of our living prophets become scripture tao us. Their words
come to ws through conterences, Church publications, and instructions to local
priesthood leaders. "We believe all that God has revealed, all that he doas now
raveal, and we believe that he will yet reveal many great and important things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.”
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Incorrect
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Quote #3

"1t the Holy Scriptures were really 5o obscure a book that the meaning of all
those passages which torm the basis of +the Christian Creed could ot be
definitely ascertained, and if, as a result of +this, we should have fo
acknowiedgze that without scome other authority it would be impossible to decide
which of two or several interpretations of Scripture passages is the only
correct one, -- if these conditions, | say, were ftrue, the Scriptures could not
be the Word of God. How could a book that leaves us groping in darkness and
uncertainty regarding its essential contents serve as a revelation?”

Correct ~ Incorrect

Quote #4

"Most people believe that the entire Bible -- trom Genesis to Reveiation -- i
written to them. This is not true. lelieving that the entire Vord of God i
written to everyone throughout history has caused confusion and contradiction i
rightly dividing the VWord., There are zome passages in the Word of God that Ju
do not fit with other sectionz unless we understand fto whom the passage i
spacitically addressed. .. That part tot the Vord ot Godl! which 1is addressed
e must be applied by u=z. All the rest of the Seripture which does not have ou
name on it, which is not addressed to us, is for our learning...Those things
written befaore the dav 01 Pentecost are not addressed to us but are for our
learning...The Kpistles such as Corinthins, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, | and 1! Thessalonians are ardressed specifically to the Church as
are the personal Kpistles tike Timothy, Titus, and FPhilemon. Hebrews is not
addressed to the Church...James is addressed to the same 0ld Testament-minded
believers | as Hebrawsl”

o
4900 43 500

_ Correct Incorrect

Rule #2: Look up proof texts yourself

A popular plague, often displayed at truck-stop diners and down home family
restaurants  announces: "lIn God we trust, all others pay cash.” The anonymous
writor ot the saying di=playvs a healthy suspicion ot strangers -— he will not be
tooled, fn  the =zme way, we must never take a person's word that the Eible
teaches something. We must always be wiiling to ask "Where?" and to look up the
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pacsage. i we are lazy here, we can be convinced that anything is true.

Utten people proclaiming false religzion will speak without notes. Sometimes
they guote a verse wrongly. Uther ftimes they claim the Mible teaches saomething
without giving a reference to support the claim. (n order to hear God's word
clearly, therefore, we must look up every passage and never taks a person's word
for it that the Bible teachesz something we've nover heard before.

Quote #9

"Lt1l give you a zign,” said God. "Not the sian of a white collared priesthood.
Not the sign of wealth and power. There's nothing in this sign that you will
want, or think suitable. But it is an everlasting sign. lt is the greatest sign
of all."”

Correct __ Incorrect

Quota #5 -- "A thouzht struck me. "Vhy, if people have lived other lives, don't
they remember anything from them?” "Hut they do,” she said. " lt's just
sometimes that they don’t remember that they are remembering. Jesus said, "I['ll
bring all things to thine remembrance,” but he didn't say how.”

___Correct iiiee. Incorrect

Rule #3: Respect the aorginal language of the text

The Hible which most people read in their study of God's word is not the
actual words written down by the prophets. lft is a translation of those words,
The nriginal text wsas recorded ip the Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek languages. Even
when the translator is caretul to express the meaning of the Hible in the new
language, some distortion wili occur. However, cults and new religions employ
translators who fregquently alter the meaning of passages to protect and defend
their teachings.

The best solution to this problem is for the reader fto !earn the original
lanrusges, For most people, this is an iwmpossible task. Thare is another
solution. VWhen Christians study God's word in-depth they can make use of three
or tour ditlerent transiations accepted by many different churches. When the
information of all the versions is considered together, much of the distortion
will dizappear. This author suggests the use of the tfollowing combination of
translations: The New American Standard, the New International Version, God's
Word to the Hations, and the Good News Hible. Many other wversions are available
and equally acceptable.

Quote #7

"The word Adam is rom the Hebrew adamah, signifying the red color of the

f i
ground, dust, nothingnezs. Divide the name Adam into two syllables, and it reads
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a dam, or obstruction. This suggests the thought of something fluid, of mortal
mind in soiution. !t turther suggests the thought of that ’darkness...upon the
face ot the deep,” when matter or dust was deemed the agent of Deity in creating
man -~ when matter, as that which is accursed, stood opposed to Bpirit. Here a
dam is not a mere play upon words. 1t stands for obstruction, error, even the
supposed separation of man from Gnd, and the obstacle which the s3erpent, sin,
would impose between man and bhis creator.”

o LOTTRCE _____ Incorrect
Guote #u -- A tranzlation of Colossians 1:19%-18, "He is the image of the

invisible God, the tirst born 0t all creation; because by means of him all other
things were created in the heavens and upon the earth, the things visible and
the things inviz=ible, no maftter whether +they are thrones or lordships or
governmnuts cor authorities. All other things have been created through him and
tor him. Aiso, he i3 betore all other things and by means of him all other
things were made to exist, and he is the head of the body, the congregation. He

is the beginning, the first-born from the dead, that he might become the one who
is first in all things.”

......... Correct, __Incorrect

Quote #9 -- A translation of Psslm 22: "The Lord is my shepherd; [ have
evarythins | need. He lehks me rest in rields ot green grass and  leads me to
aqniet poolz of fresh water, He gives we new s=trength. He guides me in the right
paths as he has promised. Yven 17 | go throuzh the deepest darkness, | will not
be atfraid, Lord, for you are with me. Your shepherd's rod and staff protect m.
You prepare a bhanquet for me, where all my enemnies can see me; you welcome me as
an honored guest and till my cup to the brim. | know that your goodness and love
will be with me all my life; and your house will be my home farever.”

. Correct ____Incorrect

Rul

_#4: Determine the literary form

Language is a very flexible ftool. Very different meanings can come from the
same words, depending upon the type of literature in which it ig used. For
example, "(nce upon a time,” used in english language fiction means roughly
"This is  how it all began...” ln & history book, the same phrase might mean:
"Some time ago, ! don't know exactly when..,."

1o understand the Scriptures, it is important o know what type of
literature the author is writing. In symbolic language, a passage may mean one
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thing, while in a literal account it means something completely ditferent. Often
false religions take advantage of such double meanings to "prove” their points.

Quote #10

—

"Hased on the look of Genesis in the Hible, Christians have traditionally held
the scmewhat vapue beliet that the Uriginal Sin and the root of sin and evil was
the tirst buman ancestors' eating a2 piece of truit -- the Fruit of the Tree of
Lhe Knowiedge of Gond and HEvil (Yor brevity, often reterred to herecafter az the
fruit ot good and evil). Howover, im the fruit of good and evil a literal fruit,
or is it a symbol, as are many other terms in the EBible? According ta The
Principle, it i3 3 =Symbel.”

. Correct —_Incorrect

fule #5: Trust the simplest meaning

sometimes  people from cultse and new religions claim fto have been shown the
real meaning of pazssages in the scriptures supposedly written to conceal the
truth trom the average person, until the tines were spiritually mature enough to
allow a praper understanding of the hidden truth. They urge us +tn seek the

"deaper meanings”  with them since they alone hold the key to the ftruth. Since
the beginning ot the church, this technique has been used by even Christian

scholars. This was used by penple to put their own words into God's wards.

Yet, the Scriptures were not written for the learned few, but for all who
balieve. Thus we should look to the simplest understanding of the words recorded
in a text to hear God’'s voica.

Quote #11 —-- "llare let me give what | understand to be the spiritual sense of
the Lord's VPFrayer: Our Father which art in heaven, Our Father-Mother God,
all-harmonionus, Hallowed he Thy name. Adorable One. Thy Xxingdom come. Thy
Kingdom is  come; Thou art ever-present. Thy will be done in Karth, as it is
in heaven. inable us to know, -- as_ in heaven, socne earth, =—- God is
omnipotent, supreme. Give wus this day our daily bread; Give us_grace for
to-day; teed the famished aftections; And forgive wus our debts, as we
torgive ouwr debtors. and_ Love is retflected in love; And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver uzs from evil; And God leadeth us not _into_  temptation,
but. delivereth wus_ from_sin, disease, and death. ¥or Thine is the kingdom, and

the pover, and the glory, forever. For God i3 intinite, all-power, all Lite,

Truth, Love, over all, and All."
~{Correct ______Incorrect




Sassion Threo: Untwisting Twisted Scripture:
Scripture Interprets Scripture

Rule #b: Read the surrounding Lexi nf each _passage

The ewagperated teenager in our earlier story made a common mistake in
interpreting the Bible. He igncred the immediate context of the passage he
quoted. Far trom urging us to party, Jesus used the quoted reading as a part ot
a parable condemning @ rich man who was S0 caucht up by posessionsz  that he
ignored both the poor and his pwn spiritual welfare. He called the man a tool
and stated that the man would die that evening.

Cut of context, anyone's words can be used to suppert causes condemned by
their author. It is important, theretfore to read the verses surronding a text
quated in order to be sure the meaning is the same as the one claimed.

Wuopte #12
speaking about Pealm 46:10: "Christ said, "Be still and know that 1| am God." HBe
still and lknow that vou are God and when you know that you are God you will

begin to live Godhood, and living Godhood there is no reason to suffer.”

Correct ~ Incorrect

Rule #7: Look up_parallel passages

Beacause God inspired over tforty different authors to write books in  the
Bible, some of the events recorded appear in more than one place. This is
especially true of the first three Gospels, which cover the earthly life of
Jesus., Otfften one writer will not record a detail which is written about by

another. 1t is thus important to look at all of the passages covering the =zame
or =imilar events, teachings, or miracies Lo fully understand what a given
passage says.

Rule #8: Put_the text in its place in_history

The events of the Scriptures occured atft particular moments in tima. In
order to fully understand what iz being said in a given passage, it is important
tc examine the world around it. For example, when St. Paul speaks in Romans 13
about obeying the government because it i3 God's chosen servant, he does 30 in
the Spring aof 7 AD, while Nero is Caesar.

Vhen someone brings a new insight to a passage of Scripture which tits
modern notions just a little too well, it= time to go to a scholarly source or
two that vyou +frust. You should also do somwe research if you discover in your
study actions or sayings which szound strange to the ear. Your socurce might be an
encyclopedia, A commentary on the Eible, an encyclopedia of ZRiblical
archaeology, something similar, or pastors and other church workers. The more
you understand about the background of the Scripture, the more God's word will
come alive.
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Quote #13 -- "] fturned to Matthew. The page fell open to Hatthew 16, verse 13.
Jesnus iz talking to his disciples. He asks them: "VWhom do people say that [, the
Zon  of Man, am?’ The disciples answer, "ome say that you are lohn the Haptist,
some =ay lklia=, and others say Jeremias or one of the prophets.” Evidently
reincarnation was sSuch an accepied belief at the time that it was a matter of
simple discuzssion -- not "whether,” but "who?””

Correct __Incorrect

Rule #9: lxamine all nther passages on_the same subject

Az vyou have probably noticed, the Pible is & big book. God inspired ovar
torty writers to record it in three different languages across three diftferent
continents over a period of 1600 Year=. [t covers a wide variety of tfopics and
yel sSpeaks with one voice each time it addresses an issue. For this reason, we
must take care to gather together all passages on a subject before we make
judeements on what God has to say on a ziven topic.

Uften talse religion=s will not do this. Their teachers will defend their
doctrines only from the pzssages which support their theories. The same method
is used when attacking the position of Christianity. The claim wil!l be made that
a teaching is basad upon a misunderstanding of two or fthree passages, when in
tact it may be based on dozens it not hundreds ot references. We must be on our
guard against such an assalt.

The most usetul ftocl in discoveringz all that the ¥ible has to =say on a
izzue iz a concordance. Concordances list all the words used in fthe Scriptures
along with the location ot each verse in which they are uvsed. Careful study of
the wuse ot key words in a subject will reveal what God has said on a given
issue,

Guote #14

"Seriptural evidence indicates that the name Michael applied to God’s Son
before he left heaven to become Jesus Christ and also aftar his return. MNichael
iz the only one =said to be the "archangel,” meaning the '"chief angel” or
"principal angel.” The term occurs in the Pible only in the singular. This seens
to imply that there is but one whom God has designated chief or head of the
angeliic host. At | Thesns. 4:16, the voice of the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ
is described as heing that of an archangel, suggesting that he is, in fact,
himself the archangel. This text depicts him as descending from heavan with a
"commanding call.” It is only logical, therefore, that the voice expressing this
cammanding call he described by a word that would not diminish or detract from
the great authority that Christ Jesus now has as King ot kings and Lord of
lords. (Hatt. 28:18; Rev. 17:14)..."

__ Correct Incorrect







learn to use our words more ettfectively.”

__ Unrrect Incorrect

Quote #17

""This zreat doctor, who knew the Hible backward and forward, always retferred
such  poeople  to the =econd great commandment: "Thow shalt love thy neighbor as

thyselt" (Matt. 22:39). "There it is,” Dr. Smiley Blanton would say. "Plain as
the nosze on your face. Love iz the answer fto all human ills. Eut the Eible says
here” -- and he would thrust the Book right into the patient's hands -~- "that

't love sanyone properiy as long as you despise or downgrade yourself.

you ca
T

n
Look! There it is, right there. See? Right there!"

_ Correct Incorrect,

Rule #11: Use UClear passages_ to understand difficult ones
ne ot tLhe greates

AalcE attractions new religions otffer is a brand new way of
understanding difticul

r
i=sues and supposedly unlocking the meanings ot hard fto
under=ztand portions ot Gad’s Word. Virtually all talse teachers c¢laim to have
the key +to +the book of Revelation, whose symbolism has baftled the greatest
scholars God has given to His church., However, when the new way of looking at a
hard to understand portion nf Scripture is proclaimed, it often runs into very
clear passages which contradict it.
When this happens, the teacher ought to use the clear passage to alter his
or her view oif the hard passage. Often the opposite is done, resulting in a
collection of distortions imposed upon the clearest of readings. [f we discover
such a movement from difficult to clear passages, we should ask the question
"Why i= this done?" Mince God's Word is written to everyone, we should insist
that the clear passage be left alone and seek the true meaning. Clear Scripfures
should always be uzed to interpret difficult ones.

Rule #12z: Don't confuse tbe law_and the gospel

Uur final rule has to do with understanding the difference between the ftwo
main teachings of God's word: Law and Gospel. The law containm all the things
which God commands us to do for Him, the gospel contains all the things which
tod has done or wili do tor us. Because we are sinful, we cannot even remotely
keep God's law. Hecause of this, we are condemned top eternal death -- separation
trom God forever in hell. The law reminds u= of this, showing us our need for
help from God. Because God loves us, He sent His Son Jesus to die in our place.
Hecause Jesus paid the price of our sins, wa are torgiven of them. The UGogpel
tells ws this and gives nus the power to believe it. |f we turn God's gospel
promizes into statements of what we must do (law), we destroy our only way back
to God. if we dznore the law and hear only the gospel, we will grow lazy in
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doing Und's will for our lives and may substitute taith in Him tor trust in
ourselves and in that way lose our =zalvation. Thus it is critical to let the law
be law and the gospel be gospel.

Quote #13

"In John 3:17-18 we sea that Yahweh sent His Son into the world =so that those
who balieve in him might be savad. (He who doesn’'t believe in Him is condemned
already.) This vers doesn't say that {if vyou believe in Him that you are
automatically saved, but that you have a chance. You must prove you believe in
flim in order to begin to gain salvation.”

. Correct __ Incorrect

Quote #19

"} don’'t think anything has been done in the name of Christ and under the banner
ot Christianity that has proven more destructive to human personality and,
hence, counterproductive to the evangelism enterprise that the often crude,
uncouth, and unchristian stratezy of attempting to make people aware of their
lost and sinful condition.”

Corract, _____lncorrect

Summary

In these past two sessions, we have discussed the basic rules for wunderstanding
what the Bible has to say. These rules are listed below. Explain each principle
in your own words.

Rule #1: Make the Bible your highest authority




Rule #4: Determine the literary torm
Kule #5: Trust the simplest meaning

Rule #6: Read the surrounding text of each passage

Rule #7: lLook up parallel passages
Rule #8: Put the text in its place in history
Rule #9: Examine all other passages on_ the same _subject

Rule #11: Use Clear passages to_understand difficult ones

Rule #12: Don't contuse the law_and the gospel
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Session 4: Who is Jesus?
fle is Called God

The most important question ever asked of us is: "Who is Jesus?" Our
ctarnal ji}@ depends upon the way we answer it in our hearts. The apostle beter
puts it this way: "o one alze can save us, because in all the world there is no
other name given amonz mankind by which we mast be saved.” (Acts 4:12)

Jegus Himself puts

this question to the disciples. KRead the account ot this
seszion in Matt., 1ol

What did +hi= public opinion poll say about Jesus? What did people mean when
they =aid this?

W¥hat was Peter’'s answar? What did he mean when he said this?

)
0
5
O

. onmplemented Feter on this answer, VWhat did Jesus mean when He accepted
this title?

What was Feter's reaction to the definition Jesus gave? What was the Lord's
reply?

Now read Matthew 1Y:1-13. This account gives the answer of God the JFather and
the Holy Spirit to this guestion. What is it? What does it mean?

Opening Prayer

"mongs of thanktulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raize, manifested by

the star +to the sages from afar, branch of roval David's stem in Thy birth at

Bathlehem, anthems be to Thee addreszsed, God in wan made manifast, HManifest at
1

Jordan's Strﬁam Praophet, Priest, and King supreme, and at Cana, wedding guest,
in Thy Uodhead mavnitest. MNanifest in power Uivine, changing water into wine,
Anthems be to Thee addressed, God in man made manitest. Amen. (The Lutheran

)_O



Hymnal, #i34, ws. 1 & 20

It is one thinz to know that Jesus is "God in  Man made wmanitest,” and
another thing to  know where the Bible zays that He is beth God and man. The
scripture was written by God-inspired men who believed that Jesus was 100% God

and  {O0%  man at the same time. the people who tirst reasd their writings agreed

with them. bince no one chalianged this truth, the Hible does not examine the
whole doctrine in great detalil in any one passage. Yet the whole of the Hibla is
tiliad with the good news that God became man in Jesus Christ. The purpose ot
this =mession is ta =how you why we believe the Word ot God teaches Jesus is God.
To demonstrate this, we will examine the many ways the Scriptures speak of Jesus
and  God  bLthe Father., From this study, you will see for yourself that Jesus is
considered God by the Hible.

Reasons _to_Believe Jesus is God
Reason ¥1: God's Word Plainly Teaches it
Read the 1ollowing passages. Vhat doeg each one say about Jesus?

Isaiah Y:06:

John 1:1-18:

John 10:28-30:

John 20:26-29:

Romans 9:95:
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LoTim, 3:ie: m - “
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Hebrews 1:8: — -~~”:,_~_* e et e e
1 John 5:20 _:IA _ ; e :__ B - -

Renson #2: The Bible calls Jesus by Gond's Rame

Vhen God had tinizshed calling Mosmes to lead His people out of slavery in
Erypt Moses had many questions tor Him. One question was, "What is Your name?"
(Exodus 2:12-17) God then revealed His name, Yahweh, to Moses. The name means "1
am who | am.” God’s name tells us net o timit Him, but to take Him for who He
really is,

in the centuries which passed, the people constantly rebellad against God.
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Finally God punished them by sending the Babylonians to destroy their land and
carry them oft dntoe exile., The peaple of [farael learned ftheir lesson (after a
tashion) and wowed to keep God's law pertectly. But  how coould the people of
l=rael be sure they kept God's law? To solve this problem, the Rabbis created a
jezal =ystem stricter that tho Law of Moses. Thevy called their man-made law a
nedge or dtence around the law. They reasoned that anvone who kept their ruies
would automatically kep God's Law. 1t the Rabbis’ rules were braoken, the law
would warn that sinner %o be careful. In the case of the commandment not to take
the nane ot the Lord in vain, the Rabbis sat up the following rule: Instead of
uzing God's name, Yahweh,' always say "Adonai,” which means, "my Lord." Since a
person would then never use God's name, they believed it to be impossible fo
take it in wvain.

Muring their travels, the Jewish people settled in many diffierent lands and
adopted the language of the ruling people of their new country. Eoon many spoke
the Greek language as a native tongue. A group of seventy scholars noticed that
thazme people could not read God’'s word without taking time they did not have to
learn  Hebrew. “thus they translated the Old Testement into Greek. The scholars
fellowed the rule of wusing "Lord"” in the place of God's npame in  their
translation. They used the term "Kurios" which means "Lord” in Greek when
the hebrew text uzed God’s personal name. The New Testament writers, who wrote
in greek, iollowed +this same custom 7Thus the many ot the uses of the word,
"Lord,” in the HMew Testament mean "Yahweb"” or "God." Other times they *ranslated
"l am' into greek, also meaning, "God.”

Examine the fallowing texts in light of the above information. What do they
tell us about Jesus?

John &:24, H8:

Romsns 10:9: o e
1 Corinthians 12:1-3: e ) e






Session %: Who is Jesus?
Hee Hae the Same Titles and Qualities as the Father

The passages wo examined lact week are more than enough proof that Jesus is
Ged. Yet the talze teachers who oppose His deity have developed clever arguments
to eliminate these clear pass

pes. Sometimes they  invent new rules of greek

grammsr  which have no basis in reality. Uther times they iwmpose english grammar
and punctuation unon the fewxt. »Still other times they provide their own tftwisted
translations and try %o pass the oft as the most accurate versions of the
orzinal text,

Yet they cannot change enough of the scripture to avoid the truth that the
whole of the Eible teaches that Jesus is God who became man for our sakes. In
this session we will examine how God's VWord treats Jesus as God the Father's
equal by giving Him God’s Titles and God's unique qualities.

Reason #3: Tha Bible Gives Jesus Titles Given to God

zive Him titles. kach one helps us to see an unique side of God. Some passages
even insist that the title belongs to God alone. Some of these very titles are
applied by the Old Testament to the Messiah and by the New Testament to Jesus.
Kead each pair ot passages balow. What is the title held bty the Father and Jesus
in common? bBoes it tell us anything else about God?

One of the main ways in which Gnd's Vord tells us about God’s nature is to

1 Timothy 6:14-16 and Revelation L[7:14:

;-;;%gg 1;:;;:22 an; ;cts>3:lg;14: | M::m_ A _,‘mif;_t;wjifi_
Ze;hariah 14:5-9 and Matthew N e e e



isaiah 60:19-20 and John &:18:

Icalah AF_‘,:AJ..’j—]b and 1 Peter 2:4“; ._ S
M;l;zc;li 2:>10 and loaiah 9:6: R -

Genesis 49:22-25 and Hebrews 13:20-21: - — B
[saiah 40:28 and Colossians 1:13-16 B ;‘:" — .
;S;ia; A6 an;mR;;;;ation 2:8

(sntah 62:1-5 and Nakibew 9118 ___ -




Revelation 1:¥% and Revelation 2¢

Reason #4: God and Jesus Share the Same Qualities

It =zomeone claimed to be God, vou'd ask them to prove it. To keep you from

calling the auvthorities to talke them to an asylum, they would have to

you that that they could do only what God could do. When we look at the

convince
Bible to

discover whether or not Jesus is God, we need to take the =ame approach. Does
God's Word speak of Jfesus in the same way it speaks about God? Does Jesus do
things only Cod can do? Does He have gqualities that only God has? 1t He does,

then He must be God. 1f not, He cannot be God, because God is unique.

Kead the following passages. What qualities do they claim that Jesus and
God zhare? [5 this a quality unique to God?
Malachi 3:6 and Hebrews 13:% o N _
Jeremiah 23:24 and Matthew 28:20: e
Isaiah 94:4-5 and John 13:3: o e
L John 32:20 and John 16:30-31: e .
1 Timothy 6€:15b-1G and Hebrews 7:22-25: ~
Acts 17:25 and Jobn 11:25-26: o



John H5:26: e I e
P=alm d1:2-% and John 14:0: _ _ N e
Mark 10:17-18 and 1 Peter 2:2-5: .

1 Corinthians 19:28

and Colossians 3:11:

I;e uteror;omy"/ :; f';nd ]'\'eve;.ation 19:11%: - ) |

T *

De;‘t;aronomy. —32:;} ar:r; 2 (;orlnthlan;‘bm L‘lei”m
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1 Samuel 2:6 and John 5:21: e ) _

Psa .l.m' 148: ZandHebrPN: 1:6: B ]

l;‘;odus_;;(): 1-6 and Revelati;)ns 5:8-;14:— o i}
Pzalm 148:2, % and Colossians _'J.:16 - e
John H:16-24: ) | m e S

o g o .
John 14:1: o . Vm B ﬁ ~ N B
o s

Jclhn 16:15: o . ~ I - :




Hatthew 9:1-8:

Zechariah 14:9, Acts 4:10-12 and Philippiang 2:9-11:

Summary

Many fal=e prophets claim  that Jegus is not CGod and the Bible does not teach
this. Many cf ftheir arguments are very clever and confusing to Christians who
tave not  examined what the Bible has to say on the subject. How can you answer
an attack on the Godhood of Jesus, now that you’ve studijed the topic?

Vhat advance preparation could you do to ready yourself for discussing this
topic with those who do not believe Jesus iz God?




Session 6: Witnessing to People in Cults

Read the following statements. What is your reaction to them? Is the advice
given correct? kKxplain your answer.

"Look, MHormons  are nice people who believe in God. Stop saying such bad ftThings
about their church., Ve all have the same God, don’'t we? We're all going to
heaven, aren’t we?!

"Jane, vour my daughter and | love you. That will never change and you are
always welcome here at home. Ent you need to know that 1'm worried ahout this
Way group you've Joined. They don't have the same Jesus as we do, honey. The
real Jesus died for you and gives you heaven -- free o0f charge. Please look
into them with our pastor betore going."”

"I have a notecard posted on my door. It says: No Jehovah's VWitnesses welcome
here. 1'm a Christian.””

"[ tell you, those Moonies are nuts! They're brainwashed. My neighbor haz a =on
who's one. | told her, "They're holding him hostage with mind games. Hire one of
those deprogrammers to get him out of there and talk some sense into him."

Why Should Ve Bother ¥Witnessing?

Wilnensing to perople who actively practice a non-Christian religion i=s very
dittiicult. Thev try just as hard to convart you as you try to present fthe gospel

to them. They are willing to believe in their leaders no matter how much

disturbing intormation is =hown to them. They have pat answers to many of the

=



challanges you present.
know the Bible better than you do.

=0

Yet az hopaless as
Jehowvan' =)
a quarier ot a

Conscience,

2 Witn

should
it

why

! the
by

y Raymond
people have heard the Gospel and have

They are very sincere and highly motivated.

members
Franz,

it is

we waste are time on them,
Feems,
sges left the Watchtower Society in the 1970's. This was equal *to
1 gained during

far from

Commentary

bacome

They seem %o

we think.
impossibhle.

They'1ll never change.
For example, 768,000
the same period. (Crisis__of
Press, 1981, p. 31) Many of these
Christians. Whole organizations

such as Ex-Jehovah's Witnesses for Jesus and Saints Alive are made of christians

who came from such groups.
The wmost cowmpelling reason for witnessing to them comes from the

Scriptures,  Read the following passages. What deo they tell us to do when faced
with someone who belongs to a cult or new raligion?

Ezekiel 332:1~11

Matthew 28:16-20: _
Romans 19:20-21:

Jamas 5:19-20:

1 Peter 3:15-17:

Jude 22-23:

General Principals tor Witnessing

The Vord
to the love of

of God has much to say about the method and manner of witnessing
God in Jesus. What principles do the following passages set down
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or demanstrate?” How can we apply them to the task of witnessing fto people in
cults?

Luke 24:46-49:

v

;OMﬂnS ;0:14—17: ) B i_i —M )

1 Corinthians 9:19-23: “

Galatians 6:1-4: “ : T N' i e e




1 Peter 3:1H-17:
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Session 7: Strategies for Witnessing to People 3n Uther Religions...
When freparing fo Vitness

Witnessing is A part ot the every day life ot a Christian. 1t is giving
eredit to God for whal [fe has done tor us. We witness when we ask alouod, "l[an't
it a wondertul day that God has given us.” We witness by living the life God has
asked us to live. We witnags whan we explain at length to another the wonders ot
God’'s love for them.

fet offen we feel that we are poaor witnesses. We are at a loss for the
vords to =zay. Ve are still sintul people and do things we're ashamed of. Often
cur fears come from lack of preparation. What steps can we take fto prepare
our=e lves?

6 -

When Learning How to Work With a Specific Group

General preparation for witnessing 1is the most important step towards
sharing tha Wnrd ot God with others. Yef those with whom we share the gospel are
not made ot cardhoard. EKach individual has a background: where they were born,
graw up, went to school; what they believe, assume, and how they live; what
their struggles, hopes, and dreams are all about. When we know who they are, we
are able to pick the approach which meets their needs and thus the message they
will most likely respond Lo, This means it is always important to listen to
the person and ask questions to get at this information.

A lot ot time can be saved by studying groups of people you are most likely
to meet. This i=s especially true of cults and new religions. What in the group
mrels the member's needs and desires? What do  they believe and why do they
believe 1itY Vhat hopes do thev have for the future and how do they hope to
receive them? Whom or what do they trust for information about God and His will
tor them?

In order to learn about such groups, we need a plan of learning. List ways
ycu can gain intformation and sympathy for pecple belonginz to cults and new
religions. Include ways to learn about the Christian's response to such groups
and witnessing approaches which have proven effective.




Vhen Time is Limited

When an opportunity +fc witness arises, it is often in a time and place
vhich mskesz continuing contact impossible. The paerson may be selling flowers at
an ajrport, sitting near you in a restaurant, or at your door while you have
other things to do.

wometimes a Christian may not be able to begin a long-term discussion with
a visiting missionary from a cult or new religion. Other times the Christian is
unsure ot what to do in the situvation. In these circumstances, we want to give a
vitness, although brief. ¥What nethods might we use in these circumstnaces?

A Nample Confessional Statement

"Thank youn for taking the time to visit with me. But | already have peace with
God. | kvow that my heavenly Father loves me because my God and Savior, Jesus
Christ, gave up His glory and power to die in my place on the cross. Because He
did thiz, all my =sins are forgiven and salvation has been given to me as a free
gift -~ no strings attached. You see, 1 will not trade this peace far any system
of working to prove my loyalty to God or earn the love He already has shown me.
£ wvou wish to receive this same peace, my pastor will be happy to talk to you.
Otherwize, please leave and do not return.”

W¥hen Peginning a long-Term Dialog

Sometimes the opportunity presents itself to study with those who belong to
cults or new religions. for those who have a sure gzrasp of what %the Scripture
teaches, *this 135 a golden opportunifty to tell the Good News to others, When a
Christian takes the time to do this, what, we have already learned applies.
Study  of God'=s VWord and memorizing key passages is essential. Learning the
details of what the perzcn's religion teaches is important. Talking about the
encounter with a pastor is helpful. FPrayer is vital.

Yet a strategy rfor how to proceed can help make tThe presentation effective.
What elemants should make up such a plan? How can we keep the perszon coming? How
can we expr

> our love and patience without loosing the opportunity to prociaim
the Gospel?” List your ideas below,
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Sample Outline of Law/Gospel Fresentation of Salvation
1. Salvation is a free gift -— not earned ar deserved.
{1. We cannot earn it bhecause:

A) Ve are born sinful, inheriting rebellion against God from Adam and Lve.
B) £in is punishable by death -- physical and spiritual.

C) Works not a payment for sin. UOnly death counts.

DY Even it works would earn forgiveness, ours are best efforts are tainted

by evil motives.
111. Jesus died in our place, paying the full penalty for our sin.

V. Now God otters forgiveness of sinz and eternal life to all who accept this

cacrifice as their own.

0]

Y. Out of thanks to God for thesze and other blessings, we serve God by doing
whatever He wishes uz to do.

Vhen Speaking to a Friend or Relative

Our witness is most etfective when the people to whom we speak are our own
friends and relatives. Yet our witness must take on a different form with loved
ones than the methods used with strangers. We want to preserve the relationship
we have with our tfriends and relatives, because it has the greatest chance of
reaching them of all approaches.

Thus we reverse the normal percentage of the manner of our witness. With
strangers, 79% of our witness is in words, 25% in deeds. With a loved omne, 7Y95%
of our witness ought fo be in deeds and 25% in words. What methods may we imploy
to reach them?
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WYhen Speaking to Someone Newly Attracted to a Group

Un occaison, a Christian may discover an aquaintance has become seriously
interested in a cult or new religion, but has not committed to the group
completely as yet. 7This person has become disenchanted with their way of life
and perhaps the church, but i3 not yet tirmly entrenched in the new movement., [=n
most cases, the individual 1is still open to learning "negative” things about
Lheir new-found religion.

How should we approach such a person? I[s it any different from any
long-term conversation with people in cults? List possible witnessing strategies
for this type of person.
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When Seeking Ovt a Confact

Unce Christians have prepared to witness fo people caught in various
non-Christian religions, should they wait for the encounter to happen? A lot
depends unon the Chricetian’'s own giftts, talents, and love for those deceived by
a given oult., Not all Christians have the spiritual gift or desire to
delibarately arek out the lost. The gift n? evagelism, however, is given by God
to many peonple. [T a Christian has a special feeling of compassion for those
cavught in a given error, then it is time to seeit out the lost,

List  methods which might be used to zeek out a given type of person caught
up in a faise religion. Also, list ways that the church might support such an

individual.
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