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UitP on a :-:-:r1turd:1y mnn\Jllp;, :'\ Jrnock on th•:> tront door interrupted ~,ue's 
•.:ii,it with rn1t-or·-town r0la!:ive,,. A ynunh, weJ.l dresscid fztmily stood at her 
door. lhe tn.th(•r c-",rnil,?d at h,"r and ,-=-;aid: "\v,~•re vtsi.tinp; our neip:hbors to find 
people who are deeply concerned abo~t the lack of real love in the world. Do you 
teel that W:J.'./ tooi" A little hi.t :=;t;,:rtled by the people, shP n>plied: "l'm a 
l l tt l.0 bu:~y ri~:t:t. now, c,O l can't 1:i'l.lk." "l' rn sorry that we caup;ht you at an 
Jnconv,:>ni.c•nt. mon:Pnt, "th,, i:inthEir quickly ,-ei:-;ponded, "as ynu ma·; know, we are 
.leh□ Vl'~h':::; 'wi.tni:•:,0,:::-,r,,0 .. v/.01 Hfrnted to :0,hare wit:h you c.1n i.mportant thour:ht from the 
B1. ble. l:lc1t c;J nee you don' t ha'.'t' ti.me to l j_sten ri;:Jit new, perhaps l could leave 
wi.tb vou our currant ;n;i~J/lZine,::;, wbi.ch discuss ways to show .Love to family 
mernb,0 rs. Yo1-1 could niad them wh.-:•n you have time. Th0.y cost ?'J c,~nts each." Sue 
qutc.kl ~'/ pays tor thr1 .!.itr.~r,r:~1:ure, s1:=:ind.:-:, the fcJm.i J.y o..v;a.y, an cJo::;(~:=, the door as 
soon ;,1.c-; pos,:::ibl,". ~;he knew what talkinp; to .J.:,hovRh's Wi.tnes:=:es wns lilce and knew 
she'd just be confused and frustrated hours lator. Yet she couldn't help feeling 
su i J. t y a hmrt not ,=.a y 1. np; so met bing a bout .Jesus. 

Gnor-?:"'~ tho11p;ht ot hi.rnseli a,-; a :;i;ond nl' boy. f-le JoverJ country rnm:d.c so 
much, he'd ev0n risk n fi~ht with his wife to play it on the way to church on 
sunday mornin?;, Ile• couJ.d he,ir bPr voice• ev,•n now: "An?: yon a Chri'..:;ti.an or a 
Cowboy?" At Jp;,,=;t h•~ could J i.r.;b•n to 1~~; much as be wanted to, now that he was on 
hi.s Wi'J'f to worl:. Th<-" U . .!. annoirnce,~ tJ ::=.on,:,; by 'wr1yJon J,~nn:inrs, \t/il.lie N,dson, 
Kr·L:; !{ri 00;tnf.t,~1-,0,nn ;,nc! .)ohnn·r C;v;h. H,• l"f•:c1chPd ovf•r- r1nd crt1.nk(•d up the vnlurne. 
H,~ didn't ~Mllt !:u mi.::-:.,=; D ,c.E!•·nnd o't i'J tunr- hy his tavnrite 1uti~,,ti,. "l wr,1s a. 
!1ip;hw,~·;1man ... " tlt,,~ :=-;nn:J; bP?/lTI. It ~,ar:; ,1 n,ilJ toe-t;1pper. He> reflJly ;;i:ot into the 
:~on;;,,. H,e J ov;·!d t,b,,.,,·;,~ i:-;p-l r·i 1: nJ iH:Vf'nturc• :cmnrs. At lea~-,t 11nti l hr• hc•ard thA l.c1st 
verse. He> pul.L,-::d off the road as the words rolled out of the speakers: "l fly a 
starship, across the Univ0rse Divine. And when I reach the other side, I'll find 
,':l pJ,~cA to rest m·, ,0mirit Lr l. ctin. Perh~ps I mny become i':I 111);hwr.iyman ll.p;ain. Ur 
! rn.iy simply b,~ n. sin,-.;,;1•· drop of rr.iin. Bnt l wiU remain and I'll be back aR"ain 

,'lnd a;:i;ain and 11p/1in a.nd np;cdn and ap;ain rrnd a.a;nin ... " 

.Judv wander<:!d ,':lround the mnJJ., h,"IJf·-herirtPdly lookin;:~ into all the stori~ 
HindowF .. U.nda and lh":1.ther werP i.n California, :-:;unbathinp; tor a few weeks bet ore 
their job!:', bep;an in L,rn°, An.";'~ L0.s. Uavr! rJnd Hob were a 1~:o p:one, off to New York 
.,nd the world nf acl'lPrtisinp;. Jo:vPrvone she !mew had Jett yesterd.3,y. For four 
vPa.rs thtc:y'd l.c1u:;i;hed and cried their w,')y through cnUep;P. True, she'd soon be 
off to med school, but she missed them all. As she took a seat neHr a tree, 
tastc0 f1illy place,:t int.hr: ,-::i:rnter of the mall, shi:~ saw a few youn,i; people selling 
flower:;. Unr::1 cf thPm cnme OVE'1r to chat. He vms warm and carinp;. He asked about 
her and really Listened. He invitPd her to their youth center downtown to meet 
,::;om<:> more younp: peopJ.:,, have s□ m(--" snacks and enjoy herself. She accepted, p;lad 
to have some n,3w t:-1Pndi=: for company c:s ?.he wai.tPd for the few days to pas~; 
bPforc, h,~r mnvP. ::ihE'• ~.;oori Jearn.,,d that thP.y wen?: a rel.it1;i.011s p;i-oup. They were so 
lovin~ that she was interested in learni.n~ more about thelr J.eader, Sun Myung 
Noon. 

\lllwt i::-. y□ tJr rc•action to thesn r,1:ories·~ llo they sound rea.1·:' lt you were the 
peoplP in the stories, how would you have dealt with the situatjon? How could a 



str□ n?; Chri:c;ti.an 1aith hP.Lp you in :::;nch situation'..::;~ 

-·-······· - ·--·-------

·------·· -· ---····- ·----·•·•·· -·--· -··· --·•--·- ···------ -·-------------·-------------~--------

In today's America, religion is ~Hining strength as people strug~le to find 
rn0anin~ tor their livAs in a world that □ [ten seems uncaring 1 cruel, confusing, 
and wj_thout meani.np;. 'what mn.lrns tbe m□dP.rn search for re.1.ip;ion d.ifferent from 
th,, oneec:, of our pl'lst i.'.c:: that a great many people se,.:!m to find fulfillment i.n 
non-chrlstian religions. On ·1·.v., actresses preach the gospel of the New Age. 
The new,::.papr•r J:rriq:.ient1y brinp;::, us :=;torie:=; corir::,,~rnin.~ satanic groups. Mormons 
,ind Je!hnvah' ::3 \vitni=-:•:=;:---;,;,'.:; ~;end rni::;sionaries to our homes. Buddhist philosophy is 
1-.. ~,up;ht in rnartia.J art"; clas,,;e::;, Everywher·e we turn another t;ospeL, another 
J~sus, new bibles, old gods. nnd reli~ious ideas offP.r their brand of salvation 
to n I. I 1-Jhn wi l I I i'.':r.0.n. How ,3hould i,od' :3 people respond to the:=;e chaJ.l.anp;ns to 
the Christinn taith? How do we witness t □ the truthl How do we protect ourselves 
and our children from buyin~ into these new gospels offered by angels of lisht·? 

This course is dPsi~ned to help us discover from God's word the answers to 
thesn ancl nnny nt.hPr q11r-:st i.ons. 'i.11• wi I I t 1 rst consider what. the Hi bl e says nbout 
f;ci l:~e re] ip;ion and about .Jesus. We will then examine the teachinp:s of several 
c1J.Lts and new arneri.can n~Ji.;;:,;i.ons in orcier to discovP.r effecti.ve ways to witness 
to th•=! hnpe wt th:i n u~;. 

:-::r,•s:c=,i.011 Une: Chare1cteristics □ 1: Cu]b:; and New llelivi.ons 
--- -·-- ., .. ' . ... 1.J 

~ctore we bcfin to look for ways to share the p;ood news of Jesus Christ 
with p<:ople in •:ult,=; and new religi.ons, we neP.d to know whwt we're talkinp; 
about. What's fl cult·:' v/h,11;'::; a new AmPrican re.l.i.p;ion? How do you i.dentify them? 
ln the first sessi.on of our course, we will talc,=! up these questions. In this way 
we will develop n foundation from which to study such grouv;. 

Def in i. t, i om:, 

Li.:3t, b,=-!Low ev.-.rytliin:-r, you thinlc of whPn you hear the word "cult" and th,c> phrc1c;e 
"nP.'r'I /\Jn1~rican rr~li.1il.on." Fro1n these thoughts, devc~lop a d~finition 1or each 
concept. 

. ........ ····--·- ... --·· ·-----·-·· -··---•-··--·----

The te3cher or course leadPr ot your study grcup hns several formal definitions 
to sb,:ire v1ith yu11. !:::; i.t pm:;sible to draw a sinp;J.e definition 11.·om them? Jr not, 



Tho terms "cuJ.t" and "nP.w Americr1n rP.l.ip;ion" are modern enp;lish concepts 
which dPscribe what, 1n the opinion of the Hible, are false religions, false 
prophet:=-. nnd :l'nlsP doctrinR:0~. lxr•r:id r:-.ach ot t:he foll.owinp; p,1ssr.1_o;ris and identify 
~.h0 cha.r;;_c~..-,ri:;:;t.1.cs nt ·111)1:;e r0.l·i?;:inn tl1,0 y rr>vea.l. 

Deuteronomy l::S: J-'J _____ _ 

Matthew :!1: 4-'J, l O- 1 :_i, 

.fohn .'3: t~~-44 

1 Corinthians 1:2: 1-:-; 

Ua.latians l: 6-9 

Colossians ~:b-12 



;: T1ruothv :~: 1-'/ 

....................... ----- .......... ___ ..... - ......... •·· 

2 T:imothy 4:3-'J 

Titus :j:9-.. ll ·--- ·-·--- - -------------·--------

Peter 2: 9-2~~ 

~- __ .... ____ ------- ... ---------- ·------- .. ----- ---·--------- -------

2 Peter :~: 14-1.0, 

........ . ....... -.-............ " ........................ - ............... _ ............ - .. --......... ·------

--------------- ---·-·-·-
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1 John 11:1-6 

Heview the thi.np;:3 we disc;rivered i.n the nbove passap:es. Create a "profile" for 
cults and new religions from the points brought out by the scriptures. Compare 
these to the points provided by the course leader. 

l 

'> ,, 

:3 

4 

5 

b 

'I 

8 

g 

10 -

11 -

14 -

15 

---·------·--·· ··- ----··---·-·-··· ·-- -•·-•--·- -----· ·-----•----------·-- ------------ ---------------------•-·~-----

--······ --·••······--•---·- ------ ---------- ---···-·-···------ ···--------·--·-···--

-----•-·-·-·-·-··· ··-------·-····--------·-··---•···-·--·-----------------··-•·•--···-·-·-••----·-----------~----

·•- ...... -· ·-··· ··---··· · ·-·-----·······---·-·-·••··-·--······--- •-····---••·•··---

.. -----------······- --------------------------- -----------

The Point of ;~:e:c'::e-:i on ClnP: A cult i.s a p;roup, mow~ment, nr philosophy 
clni ms tn be i.n hnrmony w:i.t.h the theolnp;y nt thP. Hi.ble nncl may even clf1irn 

whkh 
to be 

nnd tn.1P. Chrh=;tj.r.rn ity, hut i11 fnc-:t t·,eachei:; n form of works ri.p;hte011sness 
utternptrc; l.o destroy the saving gospel of J0.sm, Christ. 
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~;,~*~sion Two: Untwistinp; ·rwisted Scripture: 
~(~sp,~ct for the Text ot Seri pture 

Un t:1mdny rnorni:1:,1;, ynu hrtv0 th,~ T. V. :3P.t turned to i'\ Chri•:,tinn channel. 
yo11 di1:".h thron:.1,h tliri li·nn:.-: room lnokin:~•. 1rw i-.h<" ,,•nvi:dop0 wil:h trw offerinp; in 
it, you noti.c,? ;c1 youn? m.:in pr,,yinp; wjth a wom;,,n. "::,i.ffter," he proc.laims, 
l'c1~CJ\I.' Ciod do,.,"'",n't W.'.'lnt. you to have this heart disease. Didn't He say i.n 
word, "Let not your heart b,~ troubled'?" 

"I 

\I/hat •= your reaction to this announcement? What is wrong with this use of the 
Scripture? 

··- ... --···•··· - ···-······-······-·-- .... _ ....... ·-- -----·-.. ·-·-•··-·----··· --··-··--····---··-···-·-·-····--·•->•----·-······------

You stand blockin~ the front door. Your frustrated teenaRe son pleads with 
you. "l:ome on! it's just a _J.i_t_tle_ party. l won't drink much. Anyway, .Jesus 
thou;:;-ht it was U.K. to hnve fun. He made more wine ?J.t a weddi.np;, didn't He? H~~ 

said, "hat, Drinlr, and Be Merry, Didn't He?" 

8hort of killing him. what might you say? 

·--·--- -- --·----·•-···- ·-··-···-···••··--··· --- -------- ····-···-.... ·-· ... _., -·-·•···- ·-·-· ····-·---·- ···-·----··-·-···--·. ···--··•··•- ·•···•·-·· ·····-····•··- .. ---·· ••·• --·•-····-··--.,.•- ···--·· ---

---· --.. ·--··- ·····--····-···-•······-··· -·· .. --·· ·-- -··············-·· .. -··· . --·--· ······-··· ···~-- --····· ·--- ·-······· ___ ,_._. __ ··--·· ·······•·· ... --.--.--•---· --· .... -.... ~------·· ---

...•. ··-·-···-···--·•··••···•-·-·--·····-·--·-···-·----·····---- ·•····-----··-----

When ~3tan convinced Adam and Eve to seek to become ~ods and to decide for 
themselves whnt WRS ~oort for them, sin entered the world. H3ch and every parson 
born ::;incP !;h:1t day lia1; b,c>en drivr~n to pur:c:;ue pleas1Jre and to b~, ':;elt-centered. 
kven Christians feel the pull to do things 3gainst God's will or to believe 
thin~s contrary to God's word. Because we sense that God will not approve of our 
plans to sin or bec~use others might Ret jn the way, we seek to find noble 
reasons to justify our desires. At times like these, we are tempted to quote the 
Bible, not to learn tram it, but to claim that God is really on our side, soothe 
our consciences, or silence others. 

As wr: J.earrn,d in Olff Ja.::;t s,:!ssion, one of the mark::, of fl'l·lse relip;i.on is 
the ,iri v,': to twi.1;,t Ciod' :-c, l'l:Jrd i.nto a tnrrn that ::;eem::::: to np;ree wi.th human 
opinions dnd ,)cti.ons. l.t ~·ff' z:n, share> Uw Jo•Jr~ of Chri .. st with those! who follow 
ntbE•r rciJ.i.;;i;ion~:, ;w~ rnw::t h,,, nn our guard for di:;;tort.i.ons of 1-Hblic;-::i.J truth. The 
b,~st way to do thi.s is to undt?rst;"l.nd the bnsic rules for finding the cornict 
mecin:inp; of pasSl'lf:1:is in the:! Scrtptur-e. ln this ::;8s'.';ion, we will. discuss these 
rulP.s and the tri.ck~,; which fa.lsc• ri~ljpJon wsr::! to mold God's wnrd to their 
purpo:-;~f), l n t.hi.:~·.; w1J.y w,-, can J.,~nrn how to hold up thf:~ UnspP-1 purt?ly and correct 
distortions which lceep otlir!rs tram hearing it:;; sweet rnessa?,"e, 
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Thf• i:;,-1r:,ic prin,:·iples for undrii-st.,ndinp: what the :--,crj_ptun~ teache:=; are 
described below. UndPr each rule, passages tram various sources are presented. 
Examine aach quote. Usin~ the rule, determine whether or not the author of the 
r.:"adj_n_c; w=:es Lb," Bib.L,-~ corr0ct.Ly. ft you f,.,.,d thP. writer is mistalren, -=!xplain 
why. 

Hu l0. _ _l/l: Mnke the __ Hi hle _your_ highest ll_uthm:-_ity 

Because the :--:cri pture i:3 Ciod' s own word, it is a perfect ~uide to the 
truth. H.urnan ar:~urnent::.=;, theod.Ps, lonic, and opinions ar,'.:! limited by the fact 
that people are created beings and by thP sin-ridden desires within every 
individt1al. When the Bible speaks on an issue, our only proper response is trust 
{iod ,rnd to obey H.i s commands. 

Jial:c,P reli;2:ion,:;, howevr,1·, nttack the authority of God's word in many ways. 
;'.>Dllll" add new hooks to the S,.:-:ripture. Others treat it /J.S a giant puc:z.le which 
only they can solve. Still others c.lalm thnt some portions of God's Word do not 
apply to today':=; ChristiE,n. Uthc:-!r s:Lmpl.y condemn portions as not a part of the 
orip;inal HibLe, ns mistranslations of the original text, or simply as wronH, All 
this amounts makins the Bible a slave to human opinions. 

When tlw Scr.i pture is assaul tc!d i.n the:3e way,3, the proper response is tai.th 
in r;ori's v.1or,l a Inn,". 'vie 111ust rPj1'!ct al I additions to Scripture, 
subtn~ct"ion:=;, ;'l.n<.l :111 attempt:cc; 1:o turn it i.nto a coded book in need of a 
unlocl: it:::; meani.n,1::, l:t ,-:::omr! □ ne wishe:::, to convince us, let them confine 
appr","11 to the BiblP. There ell.one can we be certain of heari.np; the truth. 

(~ unte II I 

n l l 
key to 
their 

"The proofi,; concernin,11; the idec•nti.ty of the world-ruJ inp; empires d,:!picted by the 
f11bled irMp;e of N,"budchr:.1dr;Pz2a.r (J)a.ni.,.,l ~) an:i too numerous to Tn•'!ntion. Mo.st 
Eiblr, ,::orrnni=mt,'J.ri<'i:_c; includ,,. ,irnp.!.e n~ferP.nc,.,s to historical sources correctly 
identilyin~ tlw k"in0 clnm:=; of H11bylon <.h0ad of p;old>, Persi11 (the ,-;hest of 
~;ilver-,>, (jr·;1rfco--!~c1cednnin (the• briJ Ly ;-n1d thi.p;h:c; of brass), and h'.om,~ {the !P.et 
and toes of miry cl~y nnd iron) ... th~ identity of the beast has never changed. 
Thr: cnlrni.nation ot the ancient kinp;doms was 1".omP. ... (tollowinp; a quote of 1:.:ev. 
1'/: 1--~'>) The woman is a :,:n~11t, 1:nivnrsnJ., fal.s0 church! :-:-,he "sits on" a "b•=ast," 
me.:ininp; she ho.I.els :-:..way and influence aver the ten-nation uni.on in central 
Europ•:c!." 

Carn=ct lncorrect 

·- ---··--·------- - ·---·--·-··•-•s-• - .,, . ---- · -··· ·-----·-----·····• ---- -------·•---·--------•"·-··--·-··---------·---- ---·--· 

(,,)uote II?. 

"The~ j_nspired word::; nt our l i.~1 i.np; prophet:=, become scrlpture to us. Their words 
come to 11::=: thro11p;h conf,.,rpn,--:e•s, Church publication::,, and :i.n:=:tructions to .local 
pri.Pf',thood lPaders. "'ii•? br!licv,'! a.LJ that God has revec1led, a 1.l that hrc! does now 
r,avPal, and we be.li.Pve that he wil.J y,:c>t n1veal mcrny p;n~at and important thinp;s 
per·t.:1.ini.np; to the kinp;dom of liod." 
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Correct l 11correct 

.. ------ ... --- ·---·---- -------· ---··---------------------------·---------·---------------

Quote #:~ 

"lf the Holy ::3cri.ptures were really so obscure a book that the rneanj_np; of all 
those passaRes which torm the basis ot the Christi.an Creed could not be 
definitely ascertained, and if, as fl result of this, we should have to 
,tclrnowied:.;,;P that without ;=;ome other authority it would be impossible to decide 
which of two or several interpretations of 8cripture passages is the only 
correct one, -- if these conditions, l say, w,':'re true, the Scriptures could not 
be the Word of God. How could a book that leaves us ~roping in darkness and 
uncertainty regardinp; its e'.0;:::;,:,ntial contents serve as a revelati.on?" 

Correct Incorrect 

- ··-- ·····--·--- .... .. ·------------·--------- .. ·----- ·---- ............ ---------·----·-------··----·--- ---------·----------------------·-·-----------·---·--------

~uote 114 

''Most people believe that the entire Bi.ble -- from Genesis to Revelation -- is 
wri.tt0n tn them. 'l'hi:3 i.s not tru8. li,diAvi.np; th,'J.t t.he enti.re vJord of God is 
writtF!n to '"'"'''"rynni'! 1:hrou,s-;hont h:i.story has caused confusion and contradiction i.n 
rir-\htly dividi.ng thci 'v/nrcl. ThPrrc• are some passage::; i.n thrci Word of lied that ju:::;t 
do not Jit with othP.r s~,ctiom,: unlefc:s we understflnd to whom the pa,::;sa,,:,;e is 
specifically addrPssed ... That part [of the Word of God] which i.s addressed to 
us must be applied by us. All the rPst of the Hcripture which does not have our 
name on it, which is not addressed to us, is fo~ our learning ... Those thin~s 
written bPfore the dny oi 1-'entecost B.re not addressed to us but are t_q_r:_ our 
.l.earn'Lnp; ... TbF.< Epist:.i.P.s such a2. Cm-inthin:=-;, (jr1J.ati.<1ns, Ephesians, Philippi.ctns, 
Colossi.ans, I and l l Thessa Loni.ans are nrldressed specifically to the Church as 
r,rf'! the per:=-;rmal Epistles lil~e Timothy, Titus, and Philemon. Hebrews is not 
addressed to the Church ... Jame,,::; is addre,::;sed to the same Uld Testament-minded 
believers las Hebr0.wsJ" 

Correct Incorrect 

-······-·---·-··•"'"" _.,,--•--•· ··-··-··~ ··-•···--·•·-··•··••-··•· ______ .,,, ____ -----------------··--·•·····-------

HuJ.e H'2.: Look _up proof texts _yoursrd.f 

A popular plaque, often displayed at truck-stop diners and down home family 
r<"Y:taura.nt::=: o.nnounces: "Jn God we trw=,t, all othP.rs pay cash." The anonymous 
wr'Ltor ot the s~yin~ disp:~ys B h0althy suspicion o! strangers -- he will not be 
tooled. Jn thP c;;::1:1(' wo'/, vk' rnur;t n,,vf~r takl'" ?1 p•~r,:;on's word that the Bible 
teach,~s :;oml'Jthin~. We must al1,n.ys be wil Jin;.:i; to aslt "Where?" and to look up the 
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pas,=.;a~;<~. 1 f wP. arP. J azy here, we can be con vi need that anythi np; is true. 
IJtten people proclBJ.minH false reli~ion will. speak without notes. ~ometimes 

th•'Y q1mt,, ,; vc,r·,-;,. w1·cJ11;1,ly. UthP.r tirne,:; they claim the Hibl,~ te,1<~hes somethinp; 
\·1ithout :-:ivi.ng n n~t,=-rPnce to suppoct the claim. ln order to hear God's word 
clearly, therefore, we must lrmk up e·1ery pns,=:.aie and never take a person's word 
for ii: that tbP Bible h,ilclws something we've never heard before. 

Quote #'5 

'"' i' 11 g1·1e you .J si2;n," ,=.;aid God. "Nat the sip;n of a white collared priesthood. 
Not the sign of wealth and power. There's nothing in this si~n that you will 
want, or think suitable. Hut it is an everlastinp; sip;n. lt is the p;reatest sip;n 
of all."" 

Correct incorrect 

(,luotA /fl:> -- "A tl1m1_;:,;ht struck: rnP. "vlhy, 
they remember ,rnythinp; J:rorn thorn·/" 
sometimes thnt they don't remember that 
bri.np: all thinp;s to thine n~m<:>rnbrance," 

Correct 

if people have lived other lives, don't 
"But they do," she said. " lt's just 
they are rememb,?ring. Jesus said, "!' 11 
but he didn't sa:, how." 

Incorrect 

----·-· .... . ......... --------- - -............... _. __ ..... ·------· ---------··--·--.. -·------ ..... --... -- ___ ........... __________ .. _______ ·--------------· .. ·-·. ------

---------------··-·------------

HuJe #?,: Respect the_orginnl lnnRnnge of the tP.xt 

TliC' Hihle wh:ich most. penplE~ ri:>fld in their study of God's word is not the 
actna.l word'.=; writtPn down by the prDphet:.:;, lt is a translation of those words. 
The nri;~;inal text ~,.c1,3 rr-!COrded in the Hebrew, liram~ic, and C,reek lanp;uages. Even 
when the tnrns)a.tar i,3 caretul to expre,=;,::; thP meaning of the Hible in the new 
lanp;uap;e, some distortion wili occur. However, cults and new religions employ 
translators who frequentl:, alter the meaning of passages to protect and defend 
their te~chin~s. 

lhe best solution to this problem is for the reader to learn the original 
lan;:-;uop;es. For most reopi(~, this is 1:tn impossible task:. There is another 
•=c;oluti.on. Whrin Chri,::;tiaw; ~,tur\y fjod' s word i.n-depth they can make use of three 
or 1 our di t lE!ren I: tran'::;Lrit ion,=: a(x;eptcid by many di t fr~rr~nt churches. v/hen thi:1 

information of all the versions ts considered top;ether, much of the distortion 
will disappear. ·rhis author su~gests the use of the followin~ combination of 
traw=;lations: The NPw American Stoncli'lrd, the New 1 nternat ional Version, God's 
\.ford t.o the Nation:3, and the tjood Nev,s Bible. Many other versions are available 
and equally acceptable. 

Quote It? 

"Thi.~ word ,\clam 1,3 from the Hebrew adnrnah, signU:yinF, the red color of the 
ground, dust, nothingness. Divide the name Adam into two syllables, and it reads 
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a dnm, or obst;rucUon. This ,:;up,gests the thoup;ht of somethin8' fluid, of mortal 
mind in solution. It 11i,U10.r sup;p;ests the thoup;ht of that "darlrnes~; ... upon the 
L,c,:-~ ot the deep," when matter or clust was d~,emed the agent of IJeity in crea.ti.np; 
m,,3.n -- when m:citter, -'J.S thc:t which is accursed, stood opposed to Spirit. Here a 
dam is not a men? play upon words. 1 t stands for obstruct ion, error, even the 
supposed separation of man from God, and the obstacle which the serpent, sin, 
would i.mpo,:c;,? between m11n and hi.s creator." 

Correct Incorrect 

. --·-··· ·----·-·· ·- ··-·-···- . ··•··---- ___ ,,_ .... -- ·····-·----·· -------·- ·-··--· -·-- ---------•-•--------·· -----···--···-·•··-"""---··•----·-'"·•-•-----··--- ··---~--~----·--·-·-···~------,o--.-·-··-----·-··----

-· ........................ -.. .. .. ------- -----•-·· --------------- - -- -------------- --------------

Co!uote tNJ A tr,rnsfotion ot Colossi.ans l:1'5-:tH, "ffr, is the ima.p;e of the 
invisible (iod, the tirst born ot a.JJ. creation; because by means of him all othP.r 
things were creat0d in the heavens and upon the earth, the thin~s visible and 
the things Jnvisibl,?, no rn:,1ttf."0 r whr,thier they are thrones or lordships or 
1,ov,~rnm0nts or- autboritie'.c';, A.Ll othe1- things hw.re been created through him and 
:tor him. Al~_;o, he i.::; b'"1fore n.l l oth(~r things 11nd by means of hi1n al 1 other 
thing:::_; wore ma.de~ to exist, and h•'! i.s the head of the body, the congre~ation. He 
is the bep;inninp;, the first-born from the dead, that he mip;ht become the one who 
fr; first in a] l thinp;s." 

Correct Incorrect 

•··---··---··------·-···---····•··-·-------··-------·~--··~-- •·••-·--··-···-~---·•·--·····-··-·--.. -··--·---·-·••-~---··--··-•-··---··~-~------·-·--------------

l.,_)u □te lt<.J A t:rrrn'."':lnt"ion of F's;Jl.m '.-:~::-:: "The Lordi.~; my shepherd; f have 
ev,"rythi.n:,:-; 1 n.-:iecl. HP. 1,~r,:-:; rn,, r"!st in J-j.rdd:c; ot p;rer•n p;r·ass :'i.nd l.e<"'1<is me to 
q11i8t pooi:::c: of Jre::c;h l'li::t,"c:-. Hel _-;,;i ves :JIP new ,::::trength. He p;uides me in th,? ri.p;ht 
pathE a,:; he h:1,?; prom-L,;,~d. :•:vcrn i.f. I p;o thrm11,h the deepest darkness, l will not 
be a fr.1 hi, Lord, for y011 are with m,:,. Your :3h•~pherd' s rod and staff protect m. 
You prc~pare a hanqucd: tor mr>, wh0.r<> al 1 rny PnPmies can see me; you welcome me as 
an honored guest and tlll my cup to the brim. l know that your goodness nnd love 
wil] be with rne aJ.l my Jife; ;1nrl your house will be my home torever." 

Correct Incorrect 

-···---➔---·•----•---- "' • -·--- --------•---------•--------- •- ···•-----------··-- -- --- -····· ----·--···-····-···-··-· ••••• •••••• --- ---·-·-·--·····-•·-----·-----·•··- ----------··----------- ----------------

Hule #11: De_ter:rnrne_ the __ l1tP._rary_Xorrn 

l.,a.n:::i;un;:z;P. ts a 'JPry fl.e;~ible tnoJ.. Very different meanings can come from the 
same words, ctependin?; upon th,? type of l.i-1:erat:ure in which it is used. For 
example, "CJncP 1.1pon a ti.m'," U°c,E!d in engl .i.:3h ]an,a;uage ficti.on means roup;hly 
"This i.:cc; how i.t all bep;r,n ... " ln a htstory book, the same phrase mip;ht mean: 
"Some ti.me ap;o, 1 don't know exactly when ... " 

1· □ understand thP Scriptures, jt is important to know what type of 
literature th,~ author is writjnp;. ln symbolic lanp;uap;e, a passage may mean one 
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thinp;, whUe i.n B Uteni.1 account i.t: means sornethinp; completely dilferent. Uften 
falsP reli.p;ions talrn a.d·.rantap;e of such double meanings to "prove" their points. 

QuotP #10 

"l-.lased on th,~ )'.ooh: oJ Genr!,::;is 1n the Hib]r!, Christians ltave traditionally held 
the somewhat v,ip:u(? b0 Ii ef that the Urit:ina1 Sin and tbe root of sin .,ind evi 1 was 
the !ir,::;t human anc,?,:;tors' e.3.t:Lnp: B pl.ec8 or fruit -- the Fruit of th•:! Tree of 
the KnowlPdp:e of Goad and Evil lfor brevity, often referred to hereafter ns the 
fruit ot good ~nd evil>. However, is the !ruit of R□nd and evil" liter~l fruit, 
or is it a :c;ymboJ, f\S 1:ire many other tf~rrns in thP Bible? J\ccording to The 
P ~}_ n_,.;:_J p J. .. ~-' "i. t 1 ::; :; :::, y mbo l . " 

Correct Incorrect 

.. - ---·-······ ··- · --·--------... ---- -----------·--·----.-·- -- -----------

Hul0. lt~i; Trust the simplest rnennh1g 

:Jornetime,::-; people from cults and new reli.p;ions clai.m to have been shown the 
real meanin~ ot pass~~Ps in tbe scriptures supposPdly wrltten to conceal the 
truth !rom the a•J•?:-agc• p<'!rson, unti.l tb0. timf!S were spi.ritual.l.y mature enoup;h to 
allow a proper understanrtins of the hidden truth. They urge us to seek the 
"der~per m,,nn i n::r,;" w'i th them ,,incP i:hPy fl .Lone hold th,:; key to the truth. Since 
the tleg:innin7, of' th,· c.t11.1rch, tbi~; l:>•chni,1u,! lv1f; b,;f~n u::c.;ed by even Christian 
::.;cholars. Thi~; vms us~Jd hy people to put, th.-:-ii.r own words into God's words. 

Yet the Scriptures were not written for the learned few, but for all who 
believe. 1'hus we should look to the si.mplest understanding of the words recorded 
in a text to hea.r (;od',c; voice. 

tJuote tn·1 "!!ere Jet rne r,i.vP wtwt l understand to bP the spiritna.L sense of 
the Lord's l·'r,'3yc:•r: llur Fntlwr· whi.ch art in heavrin, Uur: _ _Fn_t_her:::-:Mother:_Gnd, 
a.ll-harmonion~., Hal lowed be 'J'hy name. Ador:able Une. Thy kinp:dorn come. Thy_ 
Kir17.cforn is coJTie; Thou art_ ever~-:-p1~~s•? __ n_t_. Thy will be done in .Harth, a.s i.t is 
in heaven. !-:nable llS to _lrnow, ......... __ as ____ tn _)1eayenL ___ soone _____ ear_t)1: .. _-:_-~ __ God __ _i--9 
ornni_potpnt_, __ s_upr:erne. <Jive us th is day our daily bread; Giye __ ns_ gr9 c_'? ___ f o_r 
to~day_; teed the tami,:;hed aft_ec_tions; And forp;i.ve us our debts, as we 
!c.irp;j_v0. rnir debtors. :rncl Love . is ____ r:efj~c1:ed __ , _ _in ___ )_□ vP; And lead us not into 
temptati.on, hut dPl i vor tis from evi..l; And_Goc!_}ec1de_th _us ___ nq_t~-- jnt_o ____ :t_e_mp_tatjqn_, 
but deJtyer0th us ___ tfmn_sin., _di_~s::nseL_11nd_dF>ath. For Thi.ne is the kingdom, and 
thP powc~r, nnd Ll1P ?. Lory, forever. For God i.~=; ... in! _ _inite 1 ___ a_l.l_:::powf?r:,__al__l ___ },_ife_, 
:ri::~-t_ti,__i,oye_L., __ oy,~r _z:_l),__and_ All." 

Corn~ct Incorrect 

I I 



S0.ssjon Tbre0.: llntwisU np; Twi.ste,1 Scripture: 
Hcri ptur0. I. n terpn!·ts 8c:ri pture 

Uul e #b: Hend the __ r=;nrrmrndJng text_nf __ ench __ :passage 

Th8 exnspen::ted tC!enap;,c?r :in our e1:1rLi.1cr story made a common mi.stake in 
interpreti.np; th,~ 1:Hbl•~- lki ip;non:!d the immediate context at the passage he 
q1mted. Far trom ur.~Jnp; us t;n party, .Jesus used the qnotecl readi.np; as a part of 
n par."lbl,~ •~ond,~rnn.inp: "' ri.ch man who wa,::; so cnup;ht up hy posessions that he 
it,norc•d both th,:.:, poor and h:L,::; own ~;pirit:1ml W(dfi-'J.n,. H,::, called the nll'.ln a tool 
and statr'!d that thP m:.ci.n would di.e that ew~ninp;. 

Out of context, anyone's words can be used to support causes condemned by 
their author. lt L=; important, therefore to read the •Jerses surrnndin;:r; a ti~xt 
quoU~d in order to be sun" the meaning J,=; t,he ~,,i'une as thP one claimed. 

t,)uotri //1:-; 

Spe.--tkin:.:i; idmut Pi::alm 46: Hl: "Chri:::;r, ,0,aid, "Be stil 1 anrl know that l <1m God." B,~ 
,::;ti J. l and. lrnow that you an~ C,od and wlwn you know that you are Ciod yoll wi 11 
bep;in to live Godhood, and living Godhood there is no reason to suffr~r." 

Corn~ct lncorrect 

Hulg_Jf'/: Look __ 11p __ pn_ra_llel _pnssages 

He::i.c21u•;;r: (;od in'.7,pir1:~d over forty di.fferAnt authors to wri.te books i.n the 
Bible, some ot the E~v0.nts r~ecordc~cl appenr in 1nore than onP place. This is 
especially true of the first three Gospels, which cover the earthly life of 
.Jesus. Uften one writer will not record a detail which is written about by 
another. l.t is thus impor·tant to look at all of the passap;es coverinp; the same 
or similar events, teachings, or miracles to fully understnnd what a given 

Uu]e #a: Put thc-~ text in its place _iri_history 

"J'lw events ot the Scripttirwc:: occuH"!d at particlllar moments in tim:-~. In 
order to fulJ.y understand what is being said in a given passa~e, it is important 
to examine the world around it. ~or exhmple, when St. Paul speaks in Romans 13 
about ob1'yj_np; tl1P p;ov(,rnment b0causr;: it i'.'..; Gnd',3 chosen servant, he does so in 
th.-:i ~)prinp; of ':// AD, whi.l.e N,:c!ro i.s Cae'.=;i'lr. 

\/hen someone brinp;s a new insight to a passap;e at Scripture which iits 
modern notions just a lj_ttle to□ well, its time to go to a scholarly source or 
two that: you tr-uc,,1:. Ynu r;houJd al.so do some rese.:1.rch if you d:iscover i.n your 
st11dv actions or sayinp;s which sound stranp;e to the ear. Your source might be an 
encyclopedi.a., ;1 co:11m~nt1n·y on th<c, Bible, an encyclopedia of Bi.bli.cal 
archaeo102,Y, f:,om,~th-Ln2; ,c::irnilar, or pastors a.nd other church wor·lrnrs. The more 
you uncl(,rstand about tJ-u~ bn.r::lq~round of the Scripture, the more God's word w.ill 
cornn F.l ive. 

I 2-



~uote #13 -- ''! turned to Matthew. l'he pn~e tell open to Matthew 16, verse 1~. 
Jps11:=; i'=-; talkinp; to hi.s di:c,cipl.es. He ask~: thPm: "Whom do people say that I, the 
~::an oi M.3.n, i'lm~" The, di::;cipJes ansWf'!r, ";-;ome say that you c\re John the Baptist, 
same :"c:n.y 1':l i.a.:;=;, and nther:•c:. :~;ay Jeremias or onP of the prophets." Evidently 
t·eincarnation wa:3 such nn accepted beli8f at the time that it was ;~ lllZltter of 
simpJr:. discw..;::-;ion --- not "whr•ther," hut "who'?"" 

Correct Incorrect 

As you hi'lvP probably noticed, the Hible is a biR book. God inspired over 
forty writers to record it in three different lan~uaReG across three different 
continents over a period of 1600 Years. lt covers a wide variety of topics and 
yet speaks with one voice each time it addresses an issue. for this reason, we 
must take care to ~ather together all passa~es on a subject before we 1mke 
jud~ements on whnt God hns to sny on a ~iven topic. 

Uften taJse reli~i □ns will not do this. Their teachers will defend their 
doctrines only from the passa~Ps ~~ich support their theories. The same method 
is used 1t1hP11 ol.:L-::ckin;:,; the po:=;.i.tlon of Christi,rnity. Th~= claim will be mnde that 
a teaching is based upon a misunderstandin~ of two or three passaRes, when in 
fact it mHy be bHsPd on do2ens it not hunrtreds ot references. We must be an our 
guard ~Rainst such an assnlt. 

The rno:=:t usetuL tool in discov0.rinp; c1Jl thc1t the Bible has to sfly on a 
i:::-;'.c:ue 1s a concordance. Concordances 1 ist all the words used in the S,::riptures 
,"llonp; with the J.ocati.on of each verse in which they are used. Careful :3tudy of 
the use of key words in a subject will reveal what God has said on a given 
issue. 

QuotP. 111.4 

''Scriptural c~idence indicates that the namA Michael applied to God's Son 
br~fore he, J.eft lwavPn to become Jesus Christ and also after his return. Mich."le) 
is the only one ,,;;,lid to b1? the "archanp;el," meaninF( the "chief anp;el" or 
"pri nci.rx::1 anp;r• J." ThP term ocr..:urs i.n thf.'i fHh1e onl.y in the sinp;ular. This seems 
to imply that there is but one whom God hfls desip;nated chief or hefld of the 
an~el ic host. At I The::,::= .. 4: Hi, the voice of the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ 
is described ~s bein~ that of an archangel, suRgesting that he is, in fact, 
himseJ f t.h8 arcban?/:'L. '!'bis t,?xt depicts him as descending from heaven with a 
",~amrn.ctndinp; call." lt is only logical, therefore, that the voi.ce e:{pressing this 
c□nITTandlng call be d0scribed by a word that would not diminish or detract from 
the ~reat authority that Christ Jesus now has as King of kinRs and Lord oi 
lords. <Matt. 28:18; r.'.Pv. l'/:14) ... " 

Correct Incorrect 
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quote It l 5 

"Let's list thP. ~cr::rt1ir0.!'-~ r"!fi:>r-red to by 1nost churches to justify their acti.ons 
and beU.,ifs l on tb~, ,;;ubject of personal. Sf:l.lvationJ, The most commonly used are 
John 3:16, ~6; Acts 16:30-~1; Homans 8:1; Ephesians 2:8-9, and l John 5:11-13. 
Whi1t does thR Hj_bt(i rnl'!an to beHP.ve on H1.m":' DoP.s m,?.re belief lMke us live 
righteously':' SurprJ::::;ingly, many thjnk it does. They even p;o so far as to say 
that so lonp; .:is you simply bP.li.P.ve that the Messiah di.ed for your sins, you are 
S3ved. H1:re comns i;h~ tin:;t "contr~d.i.cti.on" : .James ~: 19 says, "Thl"! devils also 
b"=.l :ieve and trr~ntbte." Do tht'. (jemons, then, have sa1 vat ion·? Someth1np; is surely 
misunden;tood." 

Correct Incorrec;t 

.... -·-·-··"·--·--·--·-•-· ·-- -· ·-. ···--·•···-····-- .. --· .. -··-· •--• ···--·-------.. --·----·- ... ----·-· •.. -·--·-·-··-····---·-··------·-· ... ·-·--- -·------

!{11J_0 ___ if.}_O_: ~!lJ. ___ on]:..y __ w_ha:t. ... ~he __ BJl?l_e __ say_s 

Thr:- m.."\in r-;o;i] at. most speakers, especi,:dly relip;ious ones, is to convince 
an audience thut they know whnt they'r8 tnlkin~ about. One wRy of doing this is 
quotinr; wr ·itinp_;s rind p•~rsnns hPlrJ i.n respr~ct. lJn thf> top of the list i.s God and 
His Word. Uften a bli~~ard of Bible passages are quoted, mast of which have 
1 i.ttle to do wi.th th•~ passa;:,;e and thus pro·1e nothinp;. SomP.times a quote is used 
ta detpnd an idP.a not related to the content of the passage. This is such an old 
trick it has n J.~tin n,une, no_n ___ sectu_i_tur, which means, "lt does not follow, 11 

Another way of usjng this ploy is to take passages which do not speak about the 
same issue and strinr, them to;;,;P.t.lH>r in such a way that they appenr to support an 
irlf1;, n11tsid.-f nt tjod's \.ford. Sorn0times a wri.tnr will use a p;eneral statement to 
support a narrow con,:;lusion nnd other times use fl. passa:;,;e addressed to a 
specific issue to support 11 hrm-1.d id.ea. Otton the passage appeflrs just because 
it sounds nice. 

Another m€ithod us~:!d by fal.si:! teachers to e:{plain away passages they do not 
li.l~e is ch11.np;:i np-; the mf'!nnj np; of words. They supply a meaning not contained in 
the or:i,7,inallanp;uap;P.:5 or not laid down by the Bible to distort a passa~e. For 
instance, the word "saJ.vB-ti.on" ir;:; chanp;ed by many false relir,ions to mean: "Uod 
forgives your past sins fort.he snke o! Jesus and expects you never to sin a~ain 
:;o t:h:~t you mip;ht :;:~o to p;~radis,~. 11 This popuJ;-1r 1ni.sund1:irstandinp; muddies the 
c]ear~st of grace-filled stRt8nPnts with works-righteousness. 

F~ !f;:;e tt~achf!l"f-; bnVP. yet Fi.not her way of dispo~;ing at comp•?.ting th,?orie:;, The 
method cl:\n he dubbed II i nte 1.J.ectua l t~rrorism. 11 They simply state th1't 
"reasonahlf> people" wiJ.t unden=;tand a pRssagA in a certatn way. Alt other 
explanations, th@y claim without evidence, are fooltsh or misleading. 

The way to discovP.r t.b0.~,..,, shell p;11mP.F; is simple. Look up each passap;e and 
put aside nnything which is not directly related to the point the author or 
speaker is tryinp; to make. Also, do not be fooled into believing somr=ione simply 
bP.cause they quote the Bible. 

9uot,~ #16 

"Vords are the most powP.rful thinp; i.n thP. universe. !.ile read. in John l: 1, "ln the 
beginnin,-;i; wa::::; the Worcl and the '1/ord WM, with God, and the Word was liod." 'vie must 
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learn to use our word~, rnore ettectively." 

Corn'!ct lncorrect 

•• ••••••- • . ••• •-•• ••-• '• •••••••••""'" •• • •••••-••••••••--••-••••••--•--••-•-•-•-••••••---"•••• •-•---•••-•----•-•" •H ____ _ 

Quote #1 '/ 

""This p;nc,at doctor, who Jrn,?w the BibJe bacJcwclrd and forward, n.lway,=.; r8ferred 
,,·;11,-::h peop.l.1c• to the• "',econd _o,re."t comrnandm,,nl: 11 Thn11 shalt love thy neighbor .'ls 

t11r;,?lf" <JAatt. '.:':C'.::.19). "Th(•r2 it h,," Dr. :--imih,y Blanton would ,=,ay. "1-'l.ain as 
tht, nose on your face. Love i::c. the answer to all hmn..,in i 1 ls. But the Bible s3ys 
here" -- and h<'i would thruc;t the Book right into the patient's hands "that 
you can't love bnyone properly ns long as you despise or downgrade yourself. 
Look! There it is, right there. See? Hight there!" 

Correct Incorrect 

lhlle ti] l: Use _l;lea_r_ passazes_to_und<~r.stn_nd __ d_t(tJc11l_t_ nne_s 

Un,=~ ot the .~reatost ai;tractions n0w n,Li_:;,;ion,=.: offP.r is a brand new way of 
understandinR difficult issues and supposedly unlocking the meaninss of hard to 
understand portions of <;od'•::; v/ord. Vi.rtually a.LL false tec1chers claim to bnve 
the key to the book of Revelation, whos~ symbolism has baffled the greatest 
scholars God has given to His church. However, when the new way of lookin~ at a 
hard to understand portion of Scr:i.pture i.·3 prnclaimerl, U: often runs into very 
clear passages which contradict it. 

Vhen this happens, the teacher ought to use the clear passage to alter his 
or h0r vi0w oi the h~rd passage. Uften the opposite is done, resulting in a 
co.lJ(!Ctir,11 of cJiF;tnrl;ion:c: 'impos,=-d upon the clearest of readi.np;s. lf we discover 
such a rnovemPnt from difficult to clear passa~es, we should ask the question 
"Why i:::; this done':'" ~.;ince <,mi's Wm·d i.s written to everyone, wo. should insL:;t 
that the clear passage be left alone and seek the true meaning. Clear Scriptures 
should ,"llways be usP.d to int,"rpret difficult ones. 

HuJe _ _H:_1:,~_: l)on '._t;_ __ contusc ___ t; he __ J_~~_nrid _the_gosp~_l 

Uur final t·ule has to do with understandinp; the difference between the two 
main teachings of God's word: Law and Gospel. The law contai.ns all the thinp/; 
which God comnnnds us t.o de for Him, thP ?Oc-,pel contains all the things whi.ch 
God has done or will do for us. Because we are sinful, we cannot even remotely 
keep God's law. HP.cause of this, we are condemned to eternal death -- separation 
from God forever i.n IK' 11.. The law n~mi.nds 11s of this, showing us our need for 
help from God. 8Pca11:::',P God l.nves 11~;, Ho ,.:,;pnt His ::-;on .Jesus to die in our place. 
1,.ec,3.use .J<:!S\l:3 p11irl th.-~ pri.c<=• of our sins, W•::! are torp;iven of them. The Gospel 
tells lJS this and ,o;ive:- 1.1~. U1e powPr to belil'!VP it. If we ttirn (;ad's r,ospel 
prorni:=.;e,:; into stah~ments of what we must do (law), we destroy our only way hnck 
t.o God. lf we ignore the law and hear only the gospel, we will grow lazy in 



doi.n::z; liod's wiLl tor our livr,s ,'Ind may substitute taith in Hirn tor trust in 
ourselves .'Ind i.n that way los,~ our salvation. Tbus Lt is critic1o1l to let the law 
be law and the gospel he ~ospel. 

QuotP #18 

" In .John ::$: l'/-H:\ we see that Yahweh sent; His :Son into t, he war 1.d so that those 
who b,~11.PVr? in him rnizht b,3 sav~d. (Hr~ who doesn't believe in Him is condemned 
already.> This vers doesn't say that tf you believe in Him that you are 
autornaticalJ.y t"'iaved, but that you have a chance. You must prove you believe in 
Him in order to be1,in to p;ajn salvation." 

Correct Incorrect 

----------- ········--•··-•····-·--•··-····-·----·---·-·---·--······-·-··-··----··--------·-·-·-··---··-----------···-·------------·--·-··-·---------------------

··-----•------------- ---·---··----- -···-•-- --- ·--··· ----·-···· ·------·--·------- ·----.------- ········--·--------------··--·--------- ---··---·-·--·-

Quote #19 

"l don't think anythin;:r, has been don•'! in the name of Christ and under the banner 
of Cbri,:::t.ianity that ha,-; proven more destructive to human pPrsonal.ity and, 
hence, counterproductivA to thA evangelism enterprise that the often crude, 
uncouth, ;,,nd unchri:c;ti.an stn1.tep;y of att,c!rnptinp,- to rnake people aware of their 
lost and sinful condi.tion." 

Correct lncorrect 

·--··-····-···· ·---·····--··· ···-- .. -·-. ···--·-··-·-·· .......... _,_ ____ .................... •-•-······ .. ···---·--·-----·--·-·-···--·------··----- . --------.......... ________ .. __ _ 
·-· ·····•·· --•-·-------- ···----·-. ····-·--- ---------··---------------------·-

Summa_ry 

ln tl1ese past two sessions, we have discussed the basic rules for understanding 
what the Bible has to say. These rules are listed below. Explain each principle 
in your own words. 

Ru le # 1: M!ci)~§ __ t_h.13_Hi_bJ.e_.y_o~1r::_h ~zhE>_s:t.J1_u_t.hor::i.ty_ 

------···----·--•···-···-··-··---··---- ----·--· -·---- ·--···-----· ---·· ··- --- --··-···-·-- ------····----- --------- ·------------ ----

Ru le #2: L.q_ol~_.u.P_ . .Pr.aax ... tex:ts ... Y.9.urs.eJ:( 

......... --···---------·-.............. - .... -·----·-··-•·-----------

Rule HJ: b'._Gspec.t __ the_.orzi.naL Janp;@ge __ ot.the text 

--···-----~------.---•······-··----------·--'-•···--··--···------·------·--·-----

I{;' 



lfo le #4: lle.terrn~ n.e tl1e .. ) i tPr.n..1'.'Y ... \o_rrn 

- . . . ---------·•---·-······--- - ·-------·-· , _____ .. ______________ ·-··----· -·-· ···-·--·-------····•·•-·-----··----

--------·--------· . . ------.-----•--------·-··•--.- ------·--··--·-····•--------------- -------- ·---- ------------··--·--------------

Rule #5: Jr::_ust .. the. sjmplest mean.i.ng 

Nule #6: Head the surrounding text ot each passage 

Rule #'7 : J,oolc_11_p_par13,.1J.e. 1 _P0.'.'>§as.e.s. 

--------··-···· 

-------------------···--·-----·-····----------------··-·--•-· · -------- -·-----··•····------------··-·-·····-------···--... ---·--------------~-----·-~-----------

Rule #8: Put the tt~:-::t j n its place_.in._history 

----····-··•·-·-··- -· ·-· ·-······-··· --···--· .... ·-·-··· ····--······--·-•·-··-·-·· --------·-·--·····•······--···--··•··-·---·---

-- ·········--·-·-· ··-------------------- -----·----- -------- -- ----- --- ... .. . -----·-·-------·-·----~-·-----·-· .. -·--·-·------

Ru 18 #9: E:rnmi ne a_ll oth.er:-_passages_.o.n __ t.he_sa.mP. _ _s.111:)j_E!_s;_t 

... . ---····-···-•- ---·- . ---· ----·------------·•-·-····-------··-----·-·-----------

•·· ···- --···---- ·•·· --- ·----.--·-·-··----· ···-·--···--·-------·---·----- ---------··-----------------

Hu le #10: Sa Y. on_l_y __ .wha:t. J.he_.Bi_bJe_.s9-y.s 

. - - -- -- . . . . ···-- •··---- ······-·-· .•. •· . --- - . ··---·- -·-----· -·---·. .. . --- ------------------•-•··-·--·•···-·- ---~------------•-·--·----·•··-··----

. -···- ......... - •.. ············--· . . . --··---•----···----

h'ulP. # 11: Use Clear:- .. passage::;. t □ _.u.ndersta.nd .. d.i_:(:L_i_c;.u)_t_.O!l_E!§ 

-----------------~-------

Hu le ltl. 2: Don~ . .t _ cont1J:c;e __ t he._la w_ and __ t_hP. __ gqsp.'?). 

--·••---------•·--· -----·-···------·--··-··--·-·---······· ····---- ---- ---------•···-··----------------



-- . ---- - --···-··-·-·~- ·•·----- ----------- -- ---- ---· ·-· -·--· . . . ., - ---· -- - ---- --·--·-·--- ·- ·- ·---~- -- ----·-··-·· -------- - ------·------------- -----·-·------·-
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,. ·1 ..: 1r .c ,_, v~cco., p. :"J. 
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quoted in The Seduction 
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proper 



Session 4: 'who is Jesus'~ 
> -- .... - ---

HP i.s CaJ.lrid God 

of us is: "Who lhe most imo□rtant question ever asked 
C'tenrn l lite rlr-?p<'•ncls upon the way WP answRr it in our hearts. 

is .J esm;?" Uur 
The apo!.:-;t Le 1-'etf'r 

puts i.t this way: "No one nlsc! Ciln snw1 us, because in all th,?. world tht,re is no 
othr:>r nc:.m•-' p:ivr,n amon,.J; mnnldnd by which ~Ii:' rn11st be snvEid. 11 lActs 4: 1,-)) 

Jesus Hirnself puts this question to the dJsciples. ~ead the nccount of this 
s1:,,=;,:;inn in rrtatt. J.t,: 1:~-;.:o. 

v/hat did thi.s publ i.c opinion po L1 say abmit Jesus·? What did pf~ople mean when 
they said this':' 

What was Feter' s answ,?.r? v/hat di.rl he mean when he said this? 

.... ·····- ··-··-·····- ----·,--_.•-----·---····-•----·-··~---·- ---·•------.. -·------·--·-···-·•--··•"· ·••·. ----~•-•--------- ------· .......... _______ _ 

.Jes1.12, compl,:>.m<?nted l-'eter on thi.::; an,c:wer. Wh.J.t did JE,sw; rnean when He accepted 
thi,:=; title·~ 

What was Peter's reaction to the definition Jesus gave? What was the Lord's 

rPply? 

Now read Mi'\tthew 1'/: l··-1:J. This account p;ive:=; the answer of God the Fnther and 
the Holy :::piri.t to this ci11e::::tion. What is it? What doe:-; i.t mean·/ 

Opening Prayer 

11 ::,ong,=; of thanr.:tuln,'?ss ?.rn,j i'>ra.i:;::e, .Je:=;u,=;, Lord, to Thee we raise, manifested by 
thP star to the sa~es from afar, branch of royal David's stern in Thy birth at 
B,'?th.Lehern, anthr=qi:,:::; be tn Thee addre,3sed, God in mf.ln made manifest. Mani.f,:>.st at 

.Jordon'"' ::;t;n~am, Prophet, l'riPst, and lU.ng supreme, and at CanD, weddinp; guest, 
in Th·1 l3odhead. mcrnitt:-:,::;t:. Manifest in power Uivi.ne, changinp; wate1- into winf~, 
J\nth>'irn~, be tn Thr=i.:" ,~,ddn~:-;,.;pd, God in rnan !IV'l.de manifest. Amen. (The Lutheran 



Hyrnn11 I, tn:111, ·-:,'c:. l ,,, ~~ .i 

Jt i.,,, on,· t,\:inp; to know that .Ji:,,.;1Js is "God in Man madt-: rnani:t'Pst," and 

anoth;"r thinp; to lrnow where the Bible E;D.'/S that He is both t;od anri mm. The 
Scrjpture w~s written by God-inspired men who believed that Jesus was 100% God 
and 1001., mnn at th0, strn<'" tim,,. Th,=- peopL,· who ti.r:-=:t r,'!ad their writinp;s np;r·,•ed 
with th,0 rn. ::::in,-::r- no on,c crwJ. J.an;;;0d this tnith, thrc, Bit-ile d□Hs not exarni.nr, the 
whnlP dnctri:-1r-- in p:n.':at d,~tai.l in any onr~ pa-:=:saw~- Y0.t the whoJ,, of tl:w HihJ," i,=; 
i iJ. i,c'd wi.th th,~ p;ood newF; Uwt God t),?c.c1rne nvrn in Jr•::;us Christ. The, purpose ot 
th:i.,~ :=;.:~,=;:c.;ion i.~; to c-;how you why we believe the Word of God teaches Je:"'rns is God. 
To de.,manstrate this, WP. wi.J l. examine th1~ rnnny ways the Scriptures speak of Jesus 
r,nd <ind the FaU1er. From thjs stlldy, you wi l..L see for yourself that .Jesus is 
considered God by the Bible. 

Nensons tn BP. l ieve Jesus :i.s Cod ·- - - .-.-- .. ----·. -· 

Henson_#): God's '.lord J'lninly Tenchw; it 

Head the t □ llowi.n~ pnsSBfAS. What does each one say about Jesus·! 

.................................. - -· .......... _ ...... •· ................. ·-· ........ - ............ ·-·-- .. ·-· .. -------- .. -·-·---..... --·-· .. -·· ------ _ .......... - ...... ---·- .. 

Ma.tt. 1:?,:j: 

.John l: 1-18: 

............... - ......... _ ........................... ___ ---........... ---------... - .................. _ .... _ .. __ ·------·--- .. ·····--·--

John 1.0:~~H-:j(): 

.John 20: ?6->!9: 
. . ····•·-··· ---·-- ----· -------- -·-· --··· --------------·-•-------·- ···--------------··--···--------··--- -----· .. _____ . ........ 

HrnMns 9: 1:i: ···- .. ·········----- ····--·••···-•·•--·--· .. ---- --·---·---------------------
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. -·. - ·-··· .. •·--·• .... --··•---······---~-· ·-····• --··-····- -·-·---•··-·-----··-··-··--·--·---

Philippians 2:5-11: 

Co.los,:=;iun:-::; :c::: 9: 

·-···---· ···-············-··········---·•-···---···--·---··-···--··--·-· ---

J. Tim. :3: 16: ---·•·--• .. --···--·····-·-•--·--·-------·-------·•-·--·-•·-------··----·--··-·----·-· ··-·-----··----·-···-----·-·--··-··---·--·-·-·-•--·----··---

-- ----.. ---··--·--·--···--·------------------·-·· .. -------··---··•·-···-----

·- ... ·--···. -···. --·· .. ··-··--···-----·--··- -·-· --- ---- -----··---

Tit us 1 : ::\- IJ. , -- --·-•-·· ·-·-··---.-----------·-·•·-·--------··• .. -··· - •- -------- ---

.. - ····-····-- -----··---·--···-·-· . •····-·-- ···• ··•·•···· ···-··--·---··•-··•---------·-------··-·--·-----·-----·---------------

.... ····--. ·- ·--· ·--···---·-···---· --- .. --··· --·--- .. ···----···--·-· ····--·----·---

Hr~brews 1 . " • .t.. •..J, 

.. ··- - -·--·. ·····-·-·····. ·•·-·• . ·-·-·-· ···--······-·-·····-··-···. -·. ·---•·--· ---····-·-· ··----·- ---

•• •• ••--•• ·•••••-.. -••---••••••·•••---••-•···•·••• •--••••••-••-S•- ·•• .... •-•••••••--·-· •-~••- • --••••-•-•~- ••· ------

l John !5: 20 

Hm1son If.~: The Hil>le calJs Jesus hy God's Nflll!P. 

~hP.n <iod had :tinish,?d calli.n,\!; M.cw;es to lead His people out of slavery in 
hp;ypt Mosns ho.d n:any qu,~stions tor Him. Une. quP.sti.on vms, " 1i/hat is Your name'~" 
(b:xodus :5:1:~-J'/) l,od then rP.vei1.l1c!d Hif'; name~, Yahvn"h, to M.oses. The name mP.ans "! 

,ci.rn who lam." God's nr.rne trdls us net to l.i.rnit Him, but to take Him for who He 
n~ally is. 

in the centuries which passed, the people constantly rebelled ap;ainst God. 



Fin:cd l.v God p1mish0d thern by sPndin;:i; the Hflbylonians to des.troy thei.r land and 
c;u-r-y thern ot1 :into •~xi J.r". The p•·'oplP. ot f::=;r.,wL Jenrn•"d thr,ir lF\:c:srm C"Jft,!r a 

:Uislno11i ,':Ind ·;rJwP.cl to lrr~ep l.io,.·t' s L:iw p•3t"1.~~ct Ly. H11t how couJd th~1 p,:!ople at 

l::;ra<:,I he c:;ure tr1ey l~ept (,;od' s Lnt'? To soJ.ve this problem, the ti'fibbiE, created a 
le.~al. system strict.Pr tllnt tho L?l.w of MosP:3. They called their man-made law ,"l 

hed~e or ience around the law. They reasoned thnt anyone who kept their rules 
wouL<:i Zlutoma.tica.Jly frf'ip Ciod''.0 ; l,i)W. lf tl.1P. l~abbiE;' ruJes Wl"rP. broken, the Jaw 
wouJd warn that. ~,Jrm,.,r to b>-.' Ci'l.r,dul. ln th,:> case ot tl1e commandment not to tel;:e 
the name ot the Lord in vain, the Rabbis sot up the following rule: Instead ot 
u:=::in,?, {jod's name, 1'Yr1.hw~~h,' 1 o1w,:.ly-~; s?1y ''J'\donni~'' v1hich means, 
p;;,rson vmu l.d t h<'!n n,~vc•r use l.iad' s na rn,•, they believed it ta 

take it :ln vain. 

"my Lord." Stnce a 
be impossible to 

Uurin;;_,; thP.1r trcr1els, the .J,"wish people settled i_n many different lands and 
adopted the l.anp;u."lp;e of i;hn ruJ. inp: peoplci of thei.r new country. ::-;oon many spake 
the Greek lan~u~~e as a native tongue. A ~roup of sevAnty scholars noticed that 
U1<cs:=:e people could not read <,od' s vrord wLthont taki np; t, i me they did not have to 
l.r:>arn HHbn''d. Thus thriy l.:n':nSJc1ted th~, Ulc.l Testament into Greek. The :=;cholan; 

fellowed the rulP of usin:,:: "Lord" in the! pli'lce of Cod'~,:; name .in thl0 ir 
tran,;:;Jation. Thr:,y u,3,~d thr~ t:Prm "Kurios" which means "Lnrd" in Greek when 
t-.hr! hebrT!W tPxt w::icd <ind' s person:~.l name, The New Testament writers, who wrote 
in greek, followed this same custom. Thus the many ot the uses of the word, 
"Lord," in the Hew Testa.rnent rnefln "Ynhweh" or "God." Other times they translated 
"l am" into ;,;reek-, also mea,iinp:, "God." 

fi~rnmine th,~ fol lowinp; tPxts i.n lip;ht of th•" ;-,hove informati.on. IJlmt do they 
trdJ u:::. about Jesus~ 

Luk~ '.-;: J l: 

.John ,'3::?4, :irl,: 

Acts :~: :34-:io: -----------•----•••••"--"•••--• 

l{C!ll:'lTIS 10: 9: 

-.... -·-·· -·--···--·· --•--··-·-··~---·----··-·--·----·-·----

-------·--------•-• ···-····•-----------

1 Corinthians l~:1-~: 



,·l. 
,:, . 

. J 1-1d8 4-5: 

1: 



Sf~ssi.on ~j: '-Iha is J f1sm1':1 

HP Ha:0
-, thP ::;<'1rnP litl'""' and QunJiti.es as the Father 

Th~: pas.s::,gc~::1 vi,~ (=•)(;1rni.nnd J.~::-.t Wt'?ek arP more than enough proof thn.t J1:~Gus is 
(_;ed. Y.-:!t, t.hc~ :tal:c:.e t,!."\Cl·,0rs who oppn,;;e His deity have d1?.'JEdoped clever i'l.rp;umentr-; 
t o e Li mi na t0i t h,~:;,c_, c 1 G.J r pas:sa?:r•s. ~,om,~t i m,~:3 t hr! y i n vent new ru .l es of ?;reek 
;-;ra rnnk, r wh i. c l1 ha v,::, no ba:::; i. :; .in ro?a .I. i. t y. Ut,.hP. r ti. mi=?:3 they i mpos,::. en,s;.,; J. i ::;h p; ra. rnma r 
;~nd pn:ictuaU.nn upon the• te::t. ;~ti l J othPr t. im,~,=; they provj_de thei.r own twisted 
translhtions and t1·y to pass the off as the most accurate versions of the 
oqi;inal te::t. 

Yrot they cannot chanp;e enough of the scripture to avoid the truth that the 
who Le of th,? HiblP teaches that Jesus is Uod who became man for our sakes. In 
this session we will examine how God's Word treats Jesus as God the Father's 
equal by givin1 Him God's Titles and God's unique qualities. 

l~ec1f;nn_l!:3: Thi~ B:ihJe (iivcis Jc~sus Titles Given to God 

On~ of the noin ways in which God's Word tells us about God's nature is to 
gifJ•? f-ljm ti.tlt=!s. Each one hPJps us to se~ an untque side of Cod. Some pas:3a_7,~s 
ovPn insist th3t the title belongs to God alone. Some of these very titles nre 
appl i.ed hv tilF, Uld Te::;tarn,c>nt to the Mes,.:;LJ.h 21nd by the New Te::;tarnent to Je2,us. 
!{,::,ad 0ach pair of pc1s,-,ap;<'!S bP.low. \i/hat i.s the title held by the Fa.ther and Jesus 
in common·,, l.lo'",; 'it tell ueC, ;c,nythinp; eJsi:'! about God? 

1 Timothy 6:14-lfi and Revelation l'l: 14: 

--·---------•--·----•·.--·--·-··-·--------.. ··---·------·----------·---------···--·--· .. ---·-·--·-··-·---------------·----··-·---------------------·-·---·----------···------.---

.. - -- .. -- ----·---·-- ··------- ------ -------··•------- -·--·-· -·-----·- ··--·----- ----· --------

~ Kin~s 19:~0-2~ and Acts 3: 13-14: 

.. --------- ---·· .. ---· ·· -••··-·--·· ---- •------------ ----··-----·-·····--·· ·-·-·------··---·····--··-·------·----·----·--------------·----

2 Sa.rnuel 22:l-'.3 and Luke 1:69: --------------------------··-·-----·--·--------· 

--· ·- --·· .. -·-··------ ···--··•-··•--- ------ . ·--------···-·· --------- -----··---··- --------·- ----------- -----•--···--·-----· -----•--- ·--·--·-----------

Joel 3:12 and Acts 10:42: 

Zechariah 14:5-0 and Matthew ~5:31-46: 



Isaiah bO: 19-20 and John ~:12: 

. ·-·-··--·----···••·····-·-··-.. ·------··-·--- ----------

Isaiah 44:8 and 1 Corinthians 10:4 

---·-···--·--··--------· 

Isaiah 8:13-15 and 1 Peter 2:4-8: -------·---------------

,. -.a-•••··---·-· ----- ___ ., ______ ------------------- · --------------------------------

___ .,_ ... . ..... --··-··-··---- -------------- ------------- -----··•··•·•------··-·· 

Malachi 2: 10 and Isaiah Y:6: -------------

.. ------ ·····-·-------------·-·····-·· - --------- ---·---

Hosea 13:4 and Titus ~=~-7: 

---·-·- ----- - ·•·- .... -- --- . ·····--·-·- ··--· -- . -------·-·--···· -------- ----- --- -----··--·--·--------------- ----------· ·---------

Genesis 49:22-~5 and Hebrews 13:20-21: 
..... ---·-----··-- ---····-----··--•---------- -- -- --------------------

··-··------·--------·· ··------·-· . ·-·····- --·---- -------·--·····--·- ·····-···-··-··· - , .... ······ ·•·-•·-···--•----··-···· --·------··-·•· .. ···~···----····-·-···-·--·-······-··-·--··----·-------

------------------------------·------ --- ----- -----

Isaiah 40:28 and Colossians 1:13-16: 
•-•""- •-•-••+•••-••••-•-••-•-------••-••H--•--•-•••--~---••----------

·-·- ---···•···•-----. ··--·-······ - -· ..... ----·-·-·•-·--•--,-·•-·· ···--·-·--·----------··-·· ·--·-·---·------------·-··-----···--------------------- ----·------

----------·--•··•-·-·--------

Isaiah 44:6 and Revelntlon 2:R ------------------------------------------------

------·-•-·••-···••·--·-------·-

··--··-··-----•·· -··· -··----·--- ..... --··•·····---······ ------ --- --···-···- --- .. --·- -. ··--·- -··•-···---· - --··------··•·-···-- -----------·--· --···· ····------·-

Isaiah 6~: 1-~ and Matthew 9:15 
.. . -------·· - .. - ------------ --- . ------------------------------------



Revelation 1:8 and WPvelation ~2: 13-16 

Heason f/4: God ,md Jesus .Shnre th0, S1rn1e Qualities 

lf someon,,, ,~.Laimed to l)e <iod, you'd nslr them to prove i.t. Tn ke,?.p you from 
Galling thP authorities to take them to an asyl.um, they would have to convince 
you that that thP'y' could do onJy wh,11; (;od coul.d do. When we J.ook a.t the Bible to 
di.scovPr wh0ther or not .Jesus is God, we need to take the samP. approach. Does 
liod' s \ford speak of ..f 1?,SUS in the same 1·1ay it speaks a bout God? Does Jesus do 
thin::i;s only Cod can do·~ Doe,:; He lrn.Vf! qualities that only God ha,:;? If lie does, 
th(>n HP must b0 God. I"' not, He cannot be God, becaus1?. God is unique. 

Read the followin~ passages. What qualities do they claim that Jesus and 
Uod share? ls this a qu~lity unique to God? 

Malachi :3: b nnd Hebrew:; 13: I'-

Jeremiah ~J:~4 ~nd Matthew ~U:20: 

Isaiah 54:4-5 and John 13:3: 

1 .John 3:?0 and .John 16:~rn--:31: 

. ' ·-······. ····------ ... _,._ ·--·--·- -- ••···- ... _,.,.,,_ .. , •... '. ··-···-···------ .. ·------- --·-··--·. ····-······· ---· ·- ' .,.. _________ --··· ····-·-·"---- --·-··-·---·----

1 Timothy 6: l.5b-H::i and Hc!brews '/:2~!-~!5: 

Acts l'l:25 and John 11:25-26: 
. -·. ·-····-·····- --·-····-·-·---.. --.-----· ---

27 



.John 'j: z~6: 

P'.,,,'J Lrn :J l: :_;-·':, r.1nd John 'f tJ: IJ: 

- . ·•-··----··- ·---------·--· ............. ·-----·---------------·--·-·-----··•-·---··-·-----·--·-·-·----·----·---·--·-·-·-·-·-------

Mark 10:l'/-18 and l Peter ,.i:2-5: ·-···-·--- ·-· -····--------·- -·-·-·---···---···· .. -·-·--·· ·------···--· ._ ______________________ _ 

1 Corinthians 15:28 and Colossians 3:11: 

----·---·--------······· -· ·-·-· ····- -----······-··---·· --------······-----·- ····--. ---··--·------.. ·----------------------··-----------

Psalm 95:3 and Matthew 28:18: -··-·- -------·-- ·----------··-·------------

---- ·-··---- ... , . - ----····- . ----·--- .. ··- · ···-· . --·---------- . ·•·····- ---------------······--····--·-----------·-···------.. --------·-·--·---·---------- ---

Deuteronomy 7:9 and Revelation 19:11: 

------. ·-- -- --··· . ------------ ·-- - .. .. ---•·---------- ·---~---•··-------·---- -----·-··-··-···-----·------·····--·-·---------···----- ---·--·- ----------• .. ----·----------------· ---

Jsaiah 42:8 and John L'l: 1-~, ~4: 

---------··-··--------------------··-~-•-•-------- .. ·······-·----------·---- -·-- ···•--------··-··--·---·------·-·---·-----·--------------·-------·~· -------------·-

·--··----·-·····-··- • · -- ·-· ···••--------·-·-·-··--•···-•-➔.------ ---·-------------·--·--- ---- -··--···•------··----·------

Deuteronomy ~2:4 and 2 Corinthians 5:21: -------·---······· ---------

·-------······ --• ····-··------·---·----- ···••----···------·-··••-··--· ....... ··-··- .. -·. -.. . .. -- ·-·-·---- ··-·-- ··-· - ·-·•-- -----·-····•---··•·--·- -----···-··-·- ·-------- -------- -·-···----··---------

-······-·------- ·····--·-··---------------·--··•-·-•-··•·--•·-·----·------

Isai.ah 40: 8 and Matthew i!4: :55: ·---···--··--·----··---



....... - --•·-•--- --------·-·---·---·- --------------·------------------·-

1 Samuel 2:6 and John 5:21: 
... -·--·-·----··---. ·-·-----··-·--·----------·-----·-····-··· 

Psalm 148:2 and HebrAws 1:6: 

·····-···----·-· ·-·-···--· -·----··-·-·•- --·· ... , .. ---------·------·-. ----··· ----

.... ---------··--·--------- ...... ---·--··-------- -------------------- --- ·-------·----------

Exodus 20: 1-6 and Revelations ~:8-14: 
--·-· ·-- ·---·---··--· ·--···--------- ---·•·----·-- ---- --·-~--·---·--..-------

Psalm 148:2, 5 and Colossians 1 16 -------------- ---------------·- --·-----------·- -

---------·----·--···· . --··•----··-·--· -·-- .. ···•--------------

John 5: 16-::-:4: .. -------··-------------·--•----·~---·· ·---···---·--·--------···-·----·-

--·•········ .. -·-···--··-····--· ----- ·•---•-··-----·--.. - ·---•-·----------------------------

John 8: 19: 

------••'"••··"·•-··~--·-·-----·-----·-···- ------- ·----·-···-·----

.John 1.4: l 

.John 14:8-9: 

.John 16: 15: 



-· - ··- ------. -----·--- ----·-··- -·--- ··- ·----------------------- -----------------··---------------------•··---------------

Matt hew 9 : 1 - S : 
·-········ ·········-···· •··-·-·····-·--·················-·-···-·-··-··--··---

···-······-···-······ •.... ···-··--·•···---·---------·----

Zechariah 14:9, Acts 4:10-12 and Philippians 2:9-11: 

··••·············---·-·-··-·•-···-·•-···-··--··-·-··-··-----·-•·-------··----------

--· -·--·--·-------- --·-···--···--·-·-··---- -------- ···---------------------

Tit1J,3 2: 11-14 and Acts 15: 10-11: 
·-·- ······-··-----·-·- -·--·--··---···- ··--······----···-··--------

.. -····•--·--- ·-·-·•---····---··· ..... ··-· ... ····-·•···-· .. -······•··-·-· ·---·---- ····-···· .. ·······-·----·--······-·-·-··· ·--·····--·-·-·---------

Summary 

~3ny !als0 prophets claim that J0sus is not God and the Hible does not teach 
this. Many cf their nr~um?nts are very clever and confusin~ to Christi~ns who 
hr:i.v<=: not e:c;]rnj_n,,,,:J •,rha.t the Bible has to say on the subject. How can you answer 
an attack on the Godhood of .J.-~st1s, now that you'v.e studi.ed the topic? 

····------- ···-····--······ .. ····-·······- .. ·-···· ·-···· ····•···. ··-···-·-·-· .... ····---·--····· ·--··--·--·-··--··-·-- - ·--·-···-····-···---· ----

-··------------·---------------------------·-------·--------------------

---------·--- - ... ·--···-···- ----- - ----- ·--· ---------- --·-·--·· -------·-··---------------------··-------------•------·- -- ----· --------- ------•--

What advance preparation could you do to ready yourself for discussing this 
topic with those who do not believe Jesus is God? 

•-----------" ·---·-····- ·------- --··· ·-• --·--·---- ·--- - -·- -·--····-·--·---·--· ·•-----·-·· -·--·- - -----------------· . ··-······----·•· ·-·--·-------·····"'---- ---- ···---------------------



Sessionb: \JitnP.ssinR to l'eople in Cults 

Wead the followin~ statements. 
iiven correct? Expl3in your nnswer. 

What is your reaction to the~? ls the advice 

"Look, Monnnns ill'(, nic,'! people who believe in (jod. 
about their church. \ii,=> ,'l.1. l lrnve the same God, don't 
heaven, aren't we'/" 

Stop sayinH such bad thinp;s 
we? We're all going to 

".Jztn,?, your rny dnup;hter and low• yoll. Thnt wi. 1.1 never chanp;e and you are 
;'llways w~,1.comro h,::r,i nt home. P.nt you ll(~•"'d to know that l'rn worr·ied about this 
Way ,a;roup you' V<=! jo:Lned. They dcrn' t hovFi tl1," srirne Jcisu,:::; a,::; we do, hon,?y. The 
real .Jesus died for you rind p;ives you heaven --- free of charp;r"!. Please look 
into them wi i: h our pa,=:tor b1?fore p;oi_np:." 

-·----·-······-- •···----- - -•-·· --· _____ ._ ___ - ----·----- ---·--······ ·---·· ··-·-·- -- --··--· ----------------·-· ··---- ---------·--------------- -----~----·--·-· ------

. --·-· •. ---- -·-·• -···-· -·•------------ -·---·-··· . --- ----·· ----------------•-·---------·--------------·-------------

. ----· -··--·- .. - .. ----·-----.•···· - . -· ---· -·-------- .. -- ·-·--···-------· ---•-•·-------•·--• -------------------------·---·-····--------- --- -----

"l have a notecard posted on my door. lt says: No Jehovah's vii tnesses welcome 
here. I'm a Christian."" 

"l tell you, tho'."P. Mooniw; are nut'.:';! They' r,:> brainwash,?!d. My neighbor has a son 
wtio',-; on1c:. l told her, "They're holdinp; him hostap;e wi.th mind p;ames. Hire one of 
thoso deprop;rarnmers to :,:,;et him out of there and talk some sense into him." 

. .. ·-··---·-··--··--·· .. - --·······-········-· .. ·--·------

'ihy Should vie Bother ',/Hnessing? 

'h LW'!'·;,::;inp; to people wbo nctivl'ily practice a non-Chrir-;ti.an relip;i.on i.s very 
ditiicult. Thr•y t:r·y .:i·1y,t r1'.:.; ti;;ir·d t.n convor·t you a~c:i yn11 try to rresl'!nt t.h,~ ,qo,;;pel. 
to them. The.y an~ wi.J l i n;,i; to be.lieve in their J.eaders no matter how much 
dL:;ti.irbin?; information is ,=:.hmm to thcim. Thr;iy ho.VP pc1t answers to m'l.ny of the 



cha11r.1n:,,;es ym1 prr'!sent. ThAy -"H·F.i very :5inoffe and hip;hl.y motivated. They seem to 
know the Bible better than you do . 

So '"'hY should we t;aste arr:? ttrne on them, we think. 1 1"hey 1 11 n~ver chanp;e. 
YGt a::. hnpe less i:lS it, seerns, it is far from impossible. For e:~ample, 768,000 
.Jebovah' s Witnesses l,:-~ft the \vatchtower ~ociety in the 1970' s. This was equal to 
il qua:--ter at all th,:, m1=mbers gained durinp; the smne period. lC/r_i .!5J_'? __ p.f 
~~0.1:i~;;.cJ.~.nce, by RBymond Franz, Commentary Press, 1.9[H, p. :n) Many of these 
people have heard the Gospel and have become Christians. Whole or~anizationa 
such as Ex-Jehovclh's 'Jitnr~sses :for Jesus ;,nd SBints Alive on~ made of christians 
who came from :;;-;uch ~•;roups. 

The rnost; cornpelJ i.np; ,eason for witnessi.n:,; to 
::;criptnn?s. l~et~d th~-. 1 o I J.nwinp; pnssages. Vhf.It do they 
with someone who belonp;s to a cult or n1~w relip;ion':' 

them comes from the 
teli us to do when faced 

E:rnkie l :32: 1-11 ·-········-·····--·-··-·--·-----··-----------------------

-----·-·----------------·--------------·--·--··--·--·-···~··-····-------------··--··--------··"·---··--------

--·····•····-··-· ···•-·•·•-----·---- -···-··-"•"·-- ····-·-·•· ····--· · ·•···•· ··-------·----------······------------~---•-------------·--------

Matthew 28:16-20: ·--······ .. --.---··---··-··-·--·-•-·-•--·-·-··-------- ··-·--·-------

-··-···--··•---· ··-· .. ·-·-· .. ....... •···· •·. ·-·--···-•·----••·-·-·•··-··· -·---·-··-·-··••-•.-·-·-·---·---·-•··-·--· -·----·-----

··--··--·····•· ····· ········- ... -· . . ····-·- ... -· ···•·- ·--· ·••-··-·-·--··-·· ·-··-·-----···•- -· ·-·--··•·--•--·-------------------

Homans l!::>:'.,).0-21: 
-·•··-•. -- -·--·· ········· •·-····- -----·-·- ·····-•·---------- ---··-·-··--------------

----------------------- --------·------·-------------------

James 5: rn-20: 
··--··- -·••·-••---·-·-· ····•·. •·· ···-··---··--··-·-----·------------------

_________ ,. ________________ .. _____________ ,. _________ ._...,, _______________ , _______________________ ··-·--------

··--·-----·-···· ······- ·-·------ -----.. -- ·-···· ..... ········- - •-·····- . --- ----- -•-···- ·•-·· --...--•• •··•--·- ---- -· -------------
1 Peter :1: 15-1'/: --····-··-·---···-·-·--·-----··--··------ ------------

--····-··-· ··-·-·-------···· . .----·---····-·-------.------" .. ___________ . __________ . ______ ,, _____________________ _ ----··-------

•-·---.. --.--. ··--·--------------------·--··--··-- . - --- ----·----------------------·---------

.Jud~ 22-2:3: ---- -----------··- ----------····----.. -----·-···--·-·--·----- ------------·------

. - ---·---·- ·-•-•· ---- -- ----- ···-·· ··--··- --------- ---- - .. __________ .,_ .. -,,._, _______________________ .,, __ _ 
····-·· ·-· ---··· -.. --•-·· -···----·--··--·----

Thr:i Word of God bas much to say about the method and manner of witnessing 
to the love nf God in Jesus. Vhat princjples do the following passages set down 



or dernonstnite·:• How can we a.ppJ y thP.rn to the task of wi tnessinp; to peoplP. in 
cul h;'? 

Lulrn 24: 46-49: 

.................... _ ........................................................................................................................... _ .. _ .. ·•--·-........... ---

·- •.. -·-···-···- ... --.-----··-,--··-···---·• ------· ----------- --------·----

Acts 4: :29-31: ...................................................................................... -··-··----·--·-.. ----

........ ·-............................................................................... ............................................ - ................. _ ....... - .......... --··-· .... ··----·-·-· .. ---.--..... - ............... __ _ 

-········------•-···------------·--·-·--------

Acts .'3: 26-.. 3d: 

••·•···-···---·--·--------------------------·----- -·----·-·····--···---•--··-·---·-·-----------------··•--- -·-------------------------

-----·-•·•·•·--·-· ·-··------------------·· ---------

Acts 17:16-18, 22-25, 28·31: ................. _ ............... ___ .. ____ .............. _____ ... _ .. ___ .... _________ _ 
···----·-··------------- •··••----·--··------·--------~-----.. --.----

.................... - .... .. ............ - ....... ---

)/□mans 1: 16-1'/: ·------------------ ·-----·-------------·---·-···-----·--·--··--·---·---·---... --.. --.--,----

•-............ ............. .... .. ....................... ·• - .................................................................................... _ ........ _. ___ ......... - ...... ____ ·---.. -· .. ----·-- -

.... _ ........................................... ·-·-----------------.. --... - ... - .. ----·-... .. 

Homans 10: 14-1'7: 

........................................................... - ...................................... ____ .. ---

1 Corinthians 9: 19-23: ---·· .. -· .... - .... - .... ,_ .... ___ . _____ _ 
-------···----------·-·····-·---·-·---·-----"·"·----------·-•----.. -·-···----.. ---------------

.......... .,, __ ~·-··--·· ·-·---•·-------

1 Corinthians 10:1·6: 

Ga.Latians 6: 1·?: 

.. , .. _ ................ _ .. _ .. __ ., __ .... _ .......... ______ _ 

•••----••--•-•••--•H•----•-­
•-• ···---· -· ... ···--·-··-···--- .. ····-···----·----·- ·····- - ··---------···---····-···•--·--•-- -.----·-·--·-·-----------·-····----·-



-------- - ... -·-· · --- . .. - . -- - --- --- --· ---····. --·---···---------------

..... ···-· ,. --· ··------·--· ·· ··-- --·· - -·- . - ·-· ·-·--· ··-·--··· ·---•-•·---·----···-------· -----------

l 

---------~---·-· -· ·-- ······---·---·-··• -• . -----···-·--···--·-• ... ---••·-··· . ----•- ----·-···· -

--- ------- ----·····-- --------···--· ------------------------------------ -·------··-----
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Sesston '/: ~;tratep;1es fnr 1Jj.tr1essinp; to People j.n UthC!r Hellp;ions ... 

W.h<.?n ... 1-.'rfC•p,-, r i np;_t.o .. \v)tnes:3 

1i/jtr;0s,:c::inp; 1,c; ,, p.3rt ot tllP. !°!'Jf"!r·y d.-,y li.fe ot a Chrh;tian. It is p;ivinp; 
r.1--0:!dit. tri Ciod f·n1· wh;il. Jlp l!ac.; done 1nr w;. W0. witn0,·~'., whnn w,:, a~·:k nlnud, "[:c;n't 
it a wonclP.rtul day that Cjnd ha.~~ P,"ivnn m:;," Wn witness by J.:ivi.ni the life God has 
ask,::,d u,3 to li.v,:'!. vie witn,?ss when we explain at li:rnp;th to another the wonders of 
God's love for thP.m. 

Yet oft,:,n 
word~ to say. We 
our fears come 

1 -

') -· ,, 

::-l -

we f P.i:el that wr~ an:! poor witnesses. We are at a loss for the 
ari:i :c;ti 11 sinful people and do thi.nRs we' re ashamed of. Often 

from lack or preparation. What steps can we take to prepare 

.. -·---·- ............... - .. -·--···--··--· .. ---------------

___ ... _____ _ 

--·•---------·-· - .. ···------------------------•--------------------·------·-------

4 - -···· ................ _ ......... -- ...................... -· ·- ·····- ··--- ............... - ·- _.... . ......... -.. ----.. ··- .. ------- .... ,_._, .............. _ .. _ .. __ .. __ ._ .......... --- ____ ...... ._, ____ ................. .. 

~j --
---------------· -

6 -
--~ -· ----····"-• ······-·-----•--·- -------·------- ------ ·------- ----·-·- ·------·-·-·--·· --------------··- ··-------------

When Learninp; How .. to .vlorlr .. Wj_th .... a._$pg~.if_ic __ Gr::ollp 

Gt:>nnrrd prreparat ion for wi tne,3sinp; i:=; the most important step towards 
sharing the Word ot Gori with others. Yet those with whom we share the gospel are 
not made ot cardboard. Each individual has a backp;round: where they were born, 
p,rew up, went to school; what they believP., assume, and how th,~y live; what 
their st:-iip;p;les, hopes, ;-rnd dre,1ms are all about. When we lrnow who they are, we 
are able to pick the approach which meets thei.r needs and thus thri messahe they 
wi l .l. most 1 i ke 1 y respond to, Thi~; means it i,3 1:1.l .. ".1_Dy,s .. important to 1 i sten to 
th,:? per,::;on and ask quer,tions to p;,~t at thi:c; informdtion. 

A Jot ot time c~n be ~aved by studying groups of people you are most likely 
to meet. 'fhls is especially true of cults and new religions. ~hat in the group 
mr•et::; th0 mernbPr' :::; need:::; and cles:i.n:>s? 'v/lwt do they believe and why do they 
beli.eve it? What hopes do they have for the future and how do they hope to 
receive then!'? Whorn or whnt do th0y trust for in:t:orma.tion about God and His will 
for tbem·? 

ln order to learn about such p:roups, WA need a plan of 1P..Jrninp;. Li.st ways 
ycu can ?,ain infonMtinn and :=:ympathy for pAople belongin:;; to cul.ts and new 
reli~ions. lncludA ways to learn about the Christian's response to such groups 
and witnessing approaches which have proven effective. 

1 -

C. -

:,J -



4 - ... ·------· --·-·-·--------···-· ---· -----·-·· ·- . ··--· ·······--

5 -

6 -

When Time is Limited 

When an opportunity to witness arises, it i!3 often in a time n.nd place 
which rrJJf',es conti.nuj_n;z; contl'lct irnpo,3siblr.~. The person mn.y be seJ J.ing flowers at 
iln airport, !,:_;ittin,o; noc1r· you jn ,j r~J,c-,tnun,rnt, or at your door while you have 
other things to do. 

Sometimes a Christian may not be able to bep;in a lonp:-term discussion with 
a visitin.v, missionary from a cult or nc~w relip;i.on. Other times the Christian is 
unsure of what to do in the situation. ln these circumstances, we want to p;i.ve a 
witness, al thoup;h brief. Ii/hat m..ithods mitrht we use in these circumstnaces? 

1 -

. -·. -·--··-----···-··--···--·-·-----------· ·•-···· --- -

.. -·-------··------···--·----

4 - -------------·-----·------·---------

5 -

6 -

A :-,ample Confessi ona.L Statement 

"Thanlc yrni tcr t:cil,jn;_:,; the time to vi.'.,';it wi.th me. Hut l already have peace with 
<,ad. know tlwt my heavenly Fnt.h,:.r loves me becaus,~ my God and S,<.tvior, .J w:;m:, 
Christ, ~~ve up His ~lary and power to die in my plnce on the cross. Because He 
did thi,::-~, all my :~,ins ;iri:! forp;ivE!n and salvation ha::=; been p;iven to me as a free 
~ift -- no strings attached. You see, l will not trade this pence for any system 
of working to prove my loyalty to God or earn the love He already has shown me. 
lf :rou wi.sh to receive this same peace, my pastor will be happy to talk to yon. 
Utherwise, plGase leave and do not rnturn." 

\i'_h e_n _ )?~p;i_n 11_L11 _g _a ___ Long-:-J e ~m .. JJ :i a log 

Sometirn,,s the opportunity presents itself to study with those who belonp; to 
cults or new reli.~i.ons. for those who have a su~e ~rasp of what the Scripture 
teaches, thi.s i:::; n p;ol.den opportuni.ty to te1l the Good News to others. When n 
Christian takes the tjme to do thiG, what we have alrendy learned applies. 
::;tudy of <.;oct' s Word and memcirJ.7.:inp; key pa:::;sup;es is essential. Learninp; the 
<:'.<.~tails of whAt t.!:w person',:; reJip).on teaches i.s important. Talking about the 
encount,~r 1-1itr1 n pa:--;tor is h•~lptul. l·'ni.yer is vi.tal. 

Yet a ;=;trate,::r,y tor how to proceP.d can help ma..l~e the presentation effecti.ve. 
What e1P.rnP.nt!-, should rniJite up such u plan? How can we kP.ep the person cominp;? How 
can we expre:;;s Olff Jovr; and patiEinc,? wj_thout Joo,:;inp; the opportunity to proclaim 
the GospP. L':' Li:::.t your hl,:>z,s be J ow. 
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Sample __ Out_l_i.ne.o_f .. La_w/_Qqspe_ 1 .. J'.1=e.r:;,:ei:i.t_?t.t_i[)n_ .. 0L_Sa l_y1?-_t).or1 

1. Salvation is a free gift -- not earned or deserved. 

11. We cannot earn it because: 

A> We are born sinfu.l, inhRritinp; rebelli.on agai.nst God from Adam n.nd Eve. 
Bl Sin Js punishable by death -- physical and spiritual. 
Cl Works not a payw~nt for sin. Unly death counts. 
Dl Even j1 works would. e,:1rn foq1;iveness, ours are best efforts an:! taj.nted 

by 0.vil motives. 

III. Jesus died in our place, paying the full penalty for our sin. 

fV. Now God offers forgiveness of sine; and eternal life to all who accept this 
sacrificP. as their own. 

V. Out of tha11lcs to God for these and other blessinp;s, we serve God by doing 
whatever He wishes us to do. 

Uur witnes::; i'.3 most P.!fective when the peopl.e to whom we speal{ are our own 
friends and relatives. Yet our witness must take on a different form with loved 
ones than thP. methods used with stranp/?rs. Vie want to preserve the relati.onship 
we have with our friends and rel.at i ve:c:=;, because it has the g-reatest chance of 
reachin~ them of all approaches. 

Thus w, rev,?rse thR norrna l percentag-e of th•'! manner of our witness. \vi th 
strangers, 7j% of our wi.tness is in words, 2j% in deeds. With a loved one, 75% 
of our witness oup;ht to be in deeds and ~!:,% in words. What methods ma:r we impl.oy 
to reach them? 
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When Spec.ii: i np; __ to_ :::omeCJT1e ___ New_l_y __ A i:_t_1=ac_t_e_r:l _ _to __ a ___ Gr_oup 

Un occair.:;on, a Christian may discover an aquaintance has become seriously 
interested in a cult or new religion, but has not committed to the group 
completely a.:::; yet. Thi.s p1~rson has become disenchanted with their way of life 
and perhaps the church, but is not yet firmly entrenched in the new movement. In 
most c,3.ses, th1e individual is st.ill opr-m to learning "negative" thinp;s about 
tlwir new-found reU.p;ion. 

How should we approach 
lon~-terrn conversation with 
for this type of person. 

1 

2 

such a person? Is it any 
people in cults? List possible 

different from any 
witnessing strategies 
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Unce Christinn,c; have pr0pan:id to witness to pe.op1e caught in various 
non-~~hristian reJi.~ton::=,, should they wait tor tbe encounter to hepp=i11? A lot 
depends upon th0 Christt~n•s own gttts, to.Lents, and love for those deceived by 
a p;]vr~n c1Jlt. Not aJ.J. (:hri::=;ttan::=:. have the :~pjrttua! ?;ift or desire to 

delib;cirat ... 1y s;c,,,J, mit th1? 1o:c;t. The p;:i.tt o-r P.vap;e!i.srn, howEiver, is gi.v,::,n by Gorl 
to rnnny penplE,. lf ,J Chri:'c;tian has a ~;p,::,cinl fer,,Jinp; of c:omp11ssion tor those 
ca11p:ht inn [-')vr-,n Prror, thL'!n it :i,:c:: ti.me tn ~;eek out the l.ost. 

Li,c:;t rn.:,thorl·:; ~1hich rnip;ht b,! u,0;,~d to ::::,pe\r nut a 11,·iv,m type of p~ir-,3on caught 
up in a false ndigion. Also, list ways t.hr1t the ,:;hurch rnip;ht support such an 
i.ncli vidua.l. 
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