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ii\'TROI)UCrl?ION T O  THE OLD TESTANEN':'. Uy Janles King West.  Mac- 
mil lan:  Xew York, 1971 546 pages Clotli. 

West's introduction appears a s  a conll)anion vollllne to Donald J. 
Sclby's A.?L I?tt~'otluntio~z to  the N e w  ! f 7 c s t . a ~ ~ ~ c n t  and both volumes a r e  com- 
bined in to  one entitled 111t1.0cl~~ct io1~ t o  t he  .EibZe. West, :L l l r ~ f e ~ s ~ r  a t  
Catawbr~ College, prcsents s well wri t ten o\:ervie\s of the  ent i re  Old Testa- 
nlent f rom a purely neo-orthodox position. I n  presenting h i s  case, he does 
i t  reverently, unlike the crass Rationalists,  but comes up  aliilost in every 
instance \vith their stance. Therefore the  final product i s  a very negative 
rriticism of thc O!ct Testament docliments; nevertheless, t he  n~a te s i a l  i s  
well organized and :1.ttl5actively presented. 3:~erything of what  seems t o  
this reviewer a n  absolutely ~ ~ l i r n c u l o u s  occurrence is collrezliently ex-  
~jlnined a\say. TElc theogha~lics  of Genesis have t.heir parallel in Canaanite  
mythology. Jacob's ~v;vl.esiling \sit11 t h e  angcl ";nust derivc fro111 ail ancient  
pre-Isri~elitic legend of a nocturnal night spir i t  conrlected with tha t  spot" 
(P 9 9 ) .  Why'? Isa.ia1i's vision of God i s  called a "youthful awakening." 
On same page (13. 270) we  rend Yehweh instead of Yahweh. 

This reviewer has  a iii'riiculty nccepting niany. if any  of the  arguinents  
offered by West. He  works with a n  anti-supernntlu-alistic and Ilence a l so  
a.ri l i-t i~aditioni~listic bias, alwt~ys corning dovln, though piously, on t h e  
clui!.o unoh\ . ious  sense of the tes t .  The  'lr1irac:ulous' is always esplained a s  
a natul.al l)hcnon~c:lion igniting su l~erna t l i ra i  responses of faith. Therefore  
fenr,  if :zriy o f  his  conclusions are  really st.artling. Hc is quite dogmatic 
about i t  all .  The usua l  source theories ahonl; the ~ a r i o u s  books a r e  accepted 
without flinching. Ilaiing receives the same "it couldn't have heen any 
other w a y  " sort. of treatinent. For esamgle, Isaiah 24-27 m u s t  be 1)ost- 
exilic bec:ause J e w s  did not helicve in t ha t  type of al>ocalyptic till t h e n .  
Who sa id?  The  argnincnt for late  dat ing based on loan words  from fore ign  
languages, i.c., l'ersian, (:reek, iIl.aniaic, sflould h e  scuttled, silnply because 
i t  1,ictures the Jcws as all isolntrd people with a siege mental i ty which h a d  
no intellectual coniinercc with otlles nations. If ally of t h e  Old Tes t amen t  
is r ight ,  they certainly had a n  intellectual conlmercc! so f a r  a s  religion i s  
concerned. Xay God forgive them for  what  they borrowed! 

Some conser.vati.ire scholars Ilold tha t  Jesus' references to Old Tes t a -  
iueni ni:~teriai is isagogically binding. This  very ~ l l  migh t  be. Eu t  isn't 
it; time tha t  solncone would go kindIy bu t  still destructively through a l l  
these theories :ind shorn them to h e  csactly that,  theories? 

West 's introduction will havc wide success in  colleges and seminar ies ,  
and  can  even be reconixneuded because of its lucid style and it,s endorse-  
ment  of current  representative opinions in Old Testament study.  I t  i s  s 
handy reference for both those who a r e  colnmittcd to t h e  procedures b u t  
have a weak nlcnlory in  regard to certain arguments, a n d  those who l i k e  
to see how the gallie is played. There  is the added t rea t  of about; 20 maps ,  
10 drawings, and at least 75 l~hotographs. Other helps irlclude glossary, 
extensive bibliography, a chronological chart,  and  indices of names, s u b -  
jects, and Biblical references. h concluding chapter on post-Biblical l i t e r a -  



Lure rollllrls out  the work. Here  traditional 3~f;l.lorsllil) theories are Ileld. 
q-hatJs a. s tvi i .~h.  

tl,ps 

COSCORDIZI BIBLE W l T H  SOTES:  SEW TESTiARIENT HEVISED 
STANIIARD VERSIOW. Xotes by Y1ariii.i l3-anzlnanii. Concordia 
~ > ~ ~ b l i s h i n g  Ilonse, S t .  Louis, 1971. Cloth. s and 511 pages. TS.95. 

!1'71,c (:o?zcortb,ia Bib!(; loi l , l f .  Y o t e s  ~ub l i s l i ed  1)y Conco~.di:t publish in^ 

T-iouse in 1947 wcis a revised edition of the origina.1 Scl~-7?.-r/1lcrilziil1/ -i3,ibZe 
issued originally by the  American Tract  Society of S e w  York. The  1047 
l,ool< pi40ved very 1)ol)ular ~ v i t h  Cliirisliails in Amer ica  anil \?:as sold out 
\yif.hin n few years. Because the  plates were x o r n  ollr, i t :   as ilnpossible 
t o  sel?rint th is  1)opular edition. Because o f  mxuy requests for a s i n i i l a ~  
j3iblk,, Coiicordia. IJublishing I3ouse asked :17rs. Walter 1.toehrs ancl ',\ll[arl.in 
Franzi l l~l lI l ,  two ell1illerit. Diblicsl scholars, (.he 1,rel)arc a new set of notes. 
usillg t hc  .%'cz;~iactl :.'t(ltt,rlns-tl Vc~s.icln,  insteatl of t.hc I<.i.il(l . l i r t r r c ' s  Fci.sio.ir. 
;is the t c s t  up011 wliicl.1 to comment:. 

T h i s  is really a brief one-volunic conlmelii-ary ill1 thc  X e w  Tes~.i~~iic::nl:. 
'She? not.c:s a r c  intended to lie111 Lhe lny~ncri uildcrstnlici thc i~loss:igc of 1 . 1 ~  
Nelv rl'estaine~lt better 2nd occu1)y about half of each l?i'inl:etl ],age i l l  most 
cases. 

Dl.. Fsanzmann,  i o r ~ n e r l y  pi,ofcssor of S e w  'I'esta~nc:nt interpret.ation 
a t  Concordia. Seminary, tu tor  nt Westfield I3ouse, Cambridge, ITnglalltl, has 
\vi.ittcn introtiuction to the ~ n r i o u s  1)oolis t o  fui-nisll i ~ ~ l l ~ o r t n n t .  ba(:li- 
gisound mnt.erials for the  bet ter  understandiug o f  a I3ihlical book. Obviously 
I.herc? i s  not space to deal wit11 111a.11y 1)11z%liil: ~t:~t.c:inc!rits, and  llicologict21.l 
controvelsics get: l i t t le attcntioii. T h c  int.roduction of L) la .  F'r:~nzl11:~1111 
should be exceedingly useful and  ins t r l~c t ive  and will help particularly t h e  
l a y ~ u a n  to understand the books tha t  comprisc the Ncw Tcst ,ame~lt .  T11c 
isa.gogics presented by the author  of the notes i s  dc tcr i i~ i~lcd  b y  an  at t i tnde 
over aga ins t  the  Word o f  God that: is in harmony with the Scri~l .ul .es  and 
the understanding of the T.3il)lt. as  set  forth in t:he Lutl lerr .~~i  (!onfcssiolls. 
For years I j r .  Fralizrilann has been considered one of 1.11~ experts in 1ic:r- 
meile11t.ics i n  conse r~a t ive  Luthcran  circles and  an  outstanding autlio~'ity 
in i h e  a r ea  of Biblical hcrnicneutics. 

T h e  reader  will not firid in l'l1.e Co~zc:orclic~. .l;b7)lc with t.he deity 
of o u r  Lord  questioned or  denied;  lie will not  he told tha t  nliracles of the 
O1.d o r  Kew Testaments have to bc: cluestioned o r  sollie ctvcn rejected. Thc 
reacler will not be told tha t  h e  nceds to  s i t  in  .judgment on what  lniracles 
he should accept and  which t.o reject. Thc  reader will find that  i l l  the 
intc-!rpretive nlaterials in the  introduction and  notes the author  manifests 
a l i igh view of the Scripture, lookiiig ul)on i t  as a u n i q u e  revelation from 
God, i n  which are  lilade kriown t ru ths  which man could Iiclrer ~ I R V ( :  con- 
ceived by h i s  own ingenuity o r  mental powers. 

Dr.  Ii'ranznzann finds no problem i11 accepting the tradil.ioiis of the post 
~ l l o s t o l i c  period concerning t h e  authorshil) of t11c Four  Gos1)els; thus 
3 h t t h e w  wrote the F i r s t  C;osgel; Mark, under f.he guidance of Peter  penned 

the Second Evangel: Luke, a friend of Paul, the Third Gospel: nnd John, 
the Apostle, t he  Four th  Gospel. As f a r  a s  Dr. Franzmann i s  concerned he 
has n o  scruples in accepting the Pauline autliorship of t he  13 letters in 



,\.hictl tile oyc!.lil~g x-cysc-: of each el,ist.lo na.rncs Paui a.s ch(? author.  I[-'t'e 
believcis t ha t  t he  (;:.l.~)ti,rity Epistles MrW(.! l?enXled by Paul f ron ,  t tome 

,l.lsl of El>hesus or (.:;tesarea. E'rallzlIIanll accepts Chc Pet r ine  authorship 

(,f 2 ;,nd 11 Peter,  a .fact q~es t io i~ r?d  by many  scholars ?:oclny. 
\\;re a re  happy to llote rhii.t Dr. Frn.nzmann h e l i e ~ e s  t h a t  Jesus is tlie 

hparf of the Old Tes t a~ l~e r i t  i)eliever's h o ~ e  and tha t  i n  many  places inally 
t l .~ t .hs  a l ~ u , ~ ~  tile 3,Iessinh. were foretold, including the Trirgitl Bi r th  of ou r  
Savior in 1.saiah 7 :  1.4. 

'ri.lis is irldecd a useful volurne and the  re\:iewt?~ hopes tha t  m a n y  
Christians ljrili l,\lr(;hase t,he Co,zco~.dia. 73i7)Ze ?ci th .  I ' T ~ t c s .  Should a reader  
dcsi1.c-! to have a more complete comnlenlary on the Kew Testalncni; books 
tlial-1 \vas possible in this Bible,  he  IzlaY wish to purchase another  popular  
seller of Concordia Publishing House, nalllely, P. E. Kretznlaan's I'opzcZtrr 
(..#o7,27)1 a ~ r .  (4 volunies), which is useful in i he  t ~ v o  volumes that. dea l  
~vi1.h t h e  New Testa.lncnt. 

.ll t1.y71tonc;i, li'. Bz(.).lj u ? ' ~  
--- 

7':l-Ili: INTJCJ31-'RETli:'1't7S ONE-VOLUME COhINENThRY ON TjjIE IJIBLE. 
Edit.ed by Cklarles h1. Laymon. Abingdon Press, Xashville,  1971. s i v  
and 13FG pages, illustrated indexes, bibliography. Cloth. Regular 
editio11 $17.50; indexed edition, $19.50. 

'rhis c:ol~?rnentary is probably lnearlt to replace T1ii.e .4bi~1i.gtlon Cont- 
~lj,e.nic,.r,u. c-!cfited by I'redcrick Eiselen, Edwin Lewis and Cavid  G. Downey, 
1,oblished in 1!129 by Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. The  new volume has  so 
m u c h  ~natc:l.ial that  i t  would he i~npossible even to begin adequately to t r y  
to  rtyiew 2~ vo111111e of such iilagnitude. I t  would take  n l a ~ t y  pa.ges to come  
1.0 gr.il,s lv i th  the views enunciated in t h i s  new one-volume conlmcntary of 
the  13it)le. Alany Protestant s t~ tden t s  and pastors will undoubtedly find t h i s  
a valuable work, cspecially if they a re  interested in  discovering w h a t  
constitutes the latest thinking in critical circles. Although t rad i t ional  
Prc)testantism does not recognize the canonicity of t h e  Apocrypha, t h i s  
commentary is following a practice tha t  has become comnlon in  r e c e n t  
Protctstant, books, namely also to t reat  t h e  14 Apocrypha together with the 
othcr 66 books o f  the Protestant Scripture. 

This  ~ o l u m e  has the same problems t h a t  all one-volume commentar ies  
face and gral>~lct with, nainely what  verses i n  a chapter t o  give comment s  
or1 and which not to, when space is limited for the  t reatment  of the  
irldiviciual Biblical book. Thus in this  hook also the  discussion of many 
~ ~ r o b l e m s  a n d  issues had to be sacrificed for lack of space. Each Biblical 
book has  ali introduction of materials from t h e  viewpoint of l i t e r a r y  
criticism. with t h e  issues raised by  forrn and redaction criticism not 
entered into, although there a re  separate articles dealing with t h e s e  
types of criticism. The first 970 pages contain comments on  the  66  c a n o n i c a l  
books of the Old and New Testaments together wi th  15  apocryphal w r i t i n g s .  
This  i s  followed by over 300 pages deal ing wi th  43 different topics of 
general interest t o  s tudents  of Old Testament times, the i n t e r t e s t a m e n t a l  
~ ) e r i o d  and the New Testament age. 

Seven years of planning and research went into this commentary;  the 
volulne contains the most up-to-date archaeological information a v a i l a b l e  
a t  1)res.s time. Seventy scholars, mostly Protestant ,  a few Roman C a t h o l i c  



sava.nis a n d  also a few Jo\v jsh  spet:ialists contribrlted, either the con)- 
mentariss  o r  the introductory zrticles. The ~ l u b l i ~ h e l . ~  believe that these 
scholars, hai l ins  from Canada .  (:reat Urit.ai~?. Scotland, even the  island 
Fiji! n-ith t h e  inajol'it? of cantrihlliors tronl t,he United States. h a w  g i ~ e n  
new ins ights  to the ageless t.ruths of  thr? IJible. IIiiny differpnt c o ~ n n ~ u n i o n s  

have hecolne itl~.olvcld i n  t he  ~-it:\\.s cspl.cssed i l l  jts ! ~ c a r l ~ -  1.100 pages. 
Since 1ionia.n Catholics. Luthelxns.  Prcsbyl:eriaus, 3Iethodisis. : i~~gl icans ,  
Jewish ~ 'e])~.esentat ives as well n.; 111crnbers of other faiths n7.c represented! 
it is not surpr i s ing  that these Biblicnl st.ud(:nts portray positions a n d  
s tances  t h a t  a r e  not  always t:onsistcnt \\-it11 (\ i i ( ! l i  olllc1.. ,311 c ~ n i r i l ) u t ~ r s  
seem to bc conlniitted to  the historical si.iiic;ll metliod and the  1)rcsupposi- 
[.ions uljoa \vIlicli this  method rests. 

Considerin$- :-printing costs today i i l~d Chv ; I I I I ~ ) I I ~ I ~ ,  o l  ],~'ilitr.tl ~llxtcr.i;il 
ofl'ered, the price is reason;tble. 

l l ' ~ ~ ~ l ? l l ~ ! ~ ? i ! ~ ~  +?iirtl ! ( I . ( {  

THE: I.2T:[J~IJI.STISES Ah'D THE OL11 TEST-43IEST. U y  I1:d\v;il.d 1,:. 13ind- . 
son. Ijaker 1300k House, Grand I::tpids, 1971. Id p:lges. I ? ; I ~ c I . .  53.95.  

7:'llis is voiul?~c 10 in the  I;!!h:c.,!- .$!I(!-lics i t 1  l i i ?> l i c . ( t l  .-\t.,.litrr~(j[~!jy. 
series that purpor ts  to  descrihn thc filtdinjis of i ~ ~ . ~ h a e o l o g ~  jn :L Sor:?~ whi(:Li 
is i~l tel l igjble to the non-spccial ie~ as xvcll i I S  to i l ~ c  schol:~-. TIlc 1)ublishcrs 
believe that i he  gencrn! reader  ; IS  \\.c'll 11s thr: I t l c t i . r L  ~ ~ t . i o ~ i : i  sli1dv111 (of 
the Bible will  br? ennl~led t o  ullderstand thc Script,urcs bet.tc:j. as :I. ~'csult, 
of t h e  i l lui i~ir la~. ing light t h a l  nrchaeolo~y of ten shcds ul!oi~ i t .  

T h e  a u t h o ~  11:~s (::ln~;~ssctl I , t~e  litc1~ni.111.~ ) ) t ! l . l n i l ~ i i ~ ~  1.0 t.hr3 i ' h i l ~ s r i ~ ~ c s  
thoroughly. a.s is irgpnrent froln tllc foolnot,c:s a n d  Tl.onl ! I t ( .  r.at.l~ol. 
estensive bjbliography a s  found o n  pages 1.13-IT!). 111 I lle first ! .ha~t r~r .  1 ) I . .  

H i ~ ~ d s o l i  ves t:hc historical background. clescril~ing the I'nr:ts Icnni~-n al!u~lt 
Pliilisii~ic: origins iLS gr'esently k n o s i ~ ~ .  I:]) Chaljter 2 11(~ sets f o t ~ h  t.hc 
Philistine ye1 igioil and  pra.ctjces. ''hc n c s  l c:h;!l>ter gives infol.llialio11 ;~l~oul ,  
t h e  Phil is t ines a s  revealed fronr csc!i~'r.;li;io~ls al; Ashkclon, As11dr.td. 1Skron. 
Gath. Gaza, 'neth-shan, Beth.-shemcsli, 'I;cll 'I*'i\rn, Gc~ 'a r .  Gezcr, a n d  Tcl ci. 
Hesi. '.l7he: fou1.tl1 mid final chapi.er t.hcs1 gj\-cl; ;I discussion IIC ttlc date 
conccr~ling l.i>i: I'hiiistirics :IS f'o!lnd i ~ i  1l.ic. I:-'enr.;.ttcuch: Joshu:.i, J ~ d g c s  and. 
I Sa.niual. I11 :~iiditiqn to the hibliopral~li?; i h c ~ . c  .is also an index. 

Calicl- 13oolr EI-~ouse has ~.cntiercd thc  (2hrisrin1l ])ublic, :L ,crcal sczvjcc: 
by  t he  ~ ~ n b l i c n t i o n s  or ihesc mono::'raphs i l l  thc  field of  Eiblical archaeology. 

How foi , tunate s tudents  a r e  ioday i1.s con~lm~.cd  wit.11 t l~osc  ol: I.hrce decades 
ago \\:llcn SO m a n y  o f  t,hc c u r l e n 1  11~11)s a n d  stutiies irl 1iihlic;l.l archaeology 
were not  nvailablei 

].;I, /  !/?>LO?) (1, 1,'. :\: !1? .7!  ll.Tf1 

HTSTORICAIJ l3ACLI'GKOUNIIS (IF' I ? I 1 ~ L I ~ ~  I+IlSTOFiY. T3y .Jack 1'. Lelvjs. 
Baker Uook I :~o~Is(! .  Gl.anil Ral~it ls ,  1.971. ln!J pages. Paper .  $3.95. Cloth. 
$5 .95 .  

Students and laymen interested in I?ihlca history will h( , r r :  lind a 
fascinating book, a volumc 1;hnt should be especi:~.lly of  irlteresl to  t he  
non-specialist. Scholars well acquai~~tr : i i  \ r i ih  this  arc;.^ Uiblical studies 



will find in His tori~!.~ i. %;sck!;i.o?stzds 0; 3-i7jZe Hi$to,?~y a gcjotl sun?n;nr y of 
informa.tion madc n.irailable a s  a. result of archaeo1ogir:al clisco~eries. 

T h e  materials .in th is  book \ver.e originally deiit7cred at: The  Enis-ersit,y 
Christ ian Student Center, a t  thtt TJniversity of A%lnbanin. Tnis book consti- 
t11tecI the secorld series, presented during the winter of 1969. 

The  author is Prolessor of Bibie a t  l'iarding College G-mduate School of 
Iteligion, Alemphis, Tennessee. IIc has  contributed nnrnerous arcioles tc 
religious journals and  geriodicnls :nld is the :luthor of t he  well-knowr 
and widely-distribntc!d voIuine on Tl~c: -&I.i??.n?- Pj'0217l r t s .  

In  the  foreword Dr .  Charles Pft!iffer wrote: 
If  the Bible is to bc taken seriously a s  a. historical cloctmlent., thc 
se r ious  Bible s tudent  lnus t  becolne faxliliar .with the  people and eventr 
-in a.nd c l ~ ~ t .  of Sct.igture---.-that had some bearing on the  Bihlica 
rccord. All cannot spend :L iifctimc in such studies, but  all can reac 
aul;lloritative v:)!~l~-t-,es n:rittm by co~upet.ent. scholars  in  the history a m  
;-~rchacology of the 'Fjiblical \vorl(I. 

Dr. Lcwis, with a Ph.11. fronl the Hnrvarti Divinity School and  a Pil.1 
from Har'vard University, is a scholar who has provided his readers tvit 
a lnajor tes t  1;rt:ntixlg in a responsible way the I3iblical history in th 
context of Krar E:,stern Flistory. Tht? interested reader  wili find Inan 
footriotes that  will direct him to additionai studies, a.nd espccinlly t 
prinlary sources. ;\:on-Biblical sources mention inany of the  personalitic 
that  appear on the pages of the Old 'I'estament, such a s  Shishnk an 
Tigallhpileser, Sennacherib, Darius and  niany others. I n  this  volume tt 
a u l h o r  h a s  g iven us a. look from another perspecti\-(+ of s o n e  of tl: 

i~npor tnnt  per.so~lxlities rhat marched across the s tage  of world histo] 
from the  tenth c:entury 'U.C. till the Iirst century A.1.). 

T I IE  LOVE COMRI9ND I N  THE NEW TESTAMENT. By Victor P a  
Furnish.  Abingdon Press, Xnshville arid Xew York, 1972. 240 pas(  
Cloth. $6.95. 

There can be no doubt thz1.t: the  author of t h i s  book has  thorough 
stutlied the litclVature on the subject of love in  t h e  Kew Testament.  3: 
he shows a careful sensitivity to t he  words for love not  only i n  t h e  Nc 
Testament, bnt  also in classical l i terature as well as in the  Aposto 
Fathers .  Mr. Fu rn i sh  states h is  object in  the  Introduction (page 1 9  
"The objective of th is  present s tudy i s  considerably more  limited t h a n  ti 
which guided Moffatt, Warnach, and Spicq. I t  focuses on the  love ETII: 
the love COMMAND, tha t  the New Testanlent teaches a n d  otherwise refle 
about carliest Christianity's view of loving one's brother ,  one's neighb 
and  one's enemy . . . attention is given to each of the  New Testamc 
writers,  i ~ n d  also to certain other Christian l i te ra ture  of the first t 
centuries, i n  a n  effort to trace and define the VARIOUS WAYS t h e  1( 
colnnland has  been received, interpreted, arid applied." 

&Ira Furnish writes fro111 the fonn-and redaction-critical point 
~ i e w .  " l t  is not  wi th  'Jesus in  history' but  with 'Jesus in  the  Gospels' 1;' 
our  s t udy  mus t  commence" (gage 22) .  "It is uriiversally acknowledged t 



the Synoptic l!arnbles pu t  us  in touch with the  teaching of Jesus himself" 
(page  6 0 ) .  "In its origin tha 'Goldell Rule? is a bit  of pra.ctica1 folk 
wjsdonl of the [:reeks. frclnr them taken over i n to  Judaisul, and s u l ) s e r ~ ~ ~ e n f . -  
ly into Christiml teaching" (page G 3 ) .  These esnn11)les are citcd t o  warn 
the rcader that. certain of t:hc author's s~il,posit,ions xrc! not  ;iccr;~table to 
the conservative Christirnl reader. 

The proper distinction of Latv and Gospel is very- precious to t he  
Lutheran. hlr .  Furnish is a\vnre of the ~jrinciple. "I11 h is  (Jesus' ! preaching 
r h c ~  dec ln . ra t io~~ of the  inuninence of God's Rnle irlvolves a s  i t s  nceessar!: 
corollary a sumiuons  to repentance ( e . ~ . ,  hIark l r  15), to t,\trn and returtl  
to  God, to rcorder one's priorities arld t o  reorient o r~e ' s  whole life" (1.'. 

61. Rt11 then on page 55 we read: "Luke's chief point c011les i n  the parable 
of t he  Good Sarliarjtan which  he attaches l a  i:hc C o n l m a n d n l ~ n t :  one should 
be obedient in l o v ~  as the Sanlaritnli \.ii~s." The  account of ihe Good 
Samaritan is ;I t r u e  Lest for the Lhcologian on tllo propel. distinction 
between. Law and Gospel. And tllc conimands to  love Gnd and 11eighbo1' 
calinol, 1)c rightiy understood or  nl)l~Iied until  one rcalizes t h n l  in this case 
.Tesus was  here l s r i~ lg ing  th is  man to  a krio~vledge of h is  lost condition. The 
J iu thern~t  reaclcr lvill notice it lack of the  roger distirlct.ion of IJarv and 
Gospel i n  thjs book. e s g e e j ~ I I y  in t.11~ secliou on the Gospels. 

311.. li'urnish accepts on ly  R o n ~ a ~ i s ,  J and II Corinlhinns,  (;alatians, 
P1l i l i~i) ians.  I Tllessalo~~iatls, and Pliilenloti as indisl)utahly P;:~ulilie. nut in 
llis chapter on the concellt o f  love in t he  f'auline epistles thcrt: are some 
line insislits. I\-e quote o ~ ~ f i  Frau1 pas(? 1 11 : 

IYc have seen that Psi.il regards the bclicvcr as h a v ~ n g  heen FREED 
F R O M  THE LAW interpreted as ;L wny ol s~lvatioli, hilt t.hcri :~ lso  
1:OUXD OVER i n  service t o  t h e  n ~ i g h b o r  l i Y  THE L,%F7; ~ntcrln-eted as 
t hc  love co-i?~mand 

O n e  of the  finest sections in this book is cha~I.ct. V. dc\.oted to 1 i l t l d .  

11 Peter ,  Revelation, Hebrews, James: nrtd Jude. At this  ]).oint w e  havc: :L 
s tud? '  oi' t h e  iovc  con!!;~nnd as f o u l i d  i n  the ...~,ostolic Fnthel's. Th i s  is 
followed by the Conclusiorl i n  \vhic:h t h e  author first summarizes the lovc 
comlnand in the Fie\+- Testalllc~lt and the Apostolic Fathers and thcn states 
Four  consideraijons. T h e r e  is rnm~ch i,hought-ltro~oking matc'rial hc r t .  Wc 
quote t w o  I-cfcrences. 

That t h e  summons  to lave is fonnula tcd  a i  ;i con~nlandn~fnl itidicates, 
first., that  the summons t~ love arises noi from w i t h i n  thc natura l  
n-lfections of  t he  one con~ma.~~cled ,  r!or f r o m  ~ l i i l h i n  the natural attrac- 
t iveness  ( lovabi l i ty)  of the  one to hc lovcd, b u t  f r o m  a source O'[,i'.r- 
S11lE t h e  parties t o  the relationship it,scli. (page 2O:Lj 
Therefore, t o  hear t h e  love conlrnand 'does  lot tell (a man! w h a t  
lo1.e is; but i t  makes him conscious t h a t  he does not know i t  because 
he JJOES KOT LOVE.' Yet hecallse thr.! infinilc denland of love f a r m u -  
lated into this con~nlandrnent has its origin :~ild C Q I I ~ B : C ~  in  thc infirlitt: 
love of God, t he  one  under command linos,-s that  he stands not  o n l y  
under  judgment, bu t  under grace. {page 21.13) 

This  1s fol lowcii  l j i  :in ~ ~ ~ p p e r ~ t l ~ x  in  which blr, Furnish prcsants a study 
of Nen-  'Testament Words  for Lo\c Though i t  covers on ly  twelve pages 
t l ~ c  slmdy contains much saluahlc information for the exegete. 



There  is snucll 111 
mcnl; scholas. J3ut the 
the  Word  ]caves much 

tIlis book which colnmends itself t o  the New Testa-  
reader is warned tha t  Mr. Fnrnish 's  at t i tude toward  
to bc desired. 

.lItr~~oZcl IT. .Ijzbl.c 

E Z ~ ~ K I E L , .  An Introduction and  Cornnlentary. By J o h n  I3. Taylor. In t e r -  
Va ls i t , y  p l ~ , s s .  ' i . ) o ~ ~ n c r s  Grove, Illinois, 1969. 285 pages. Cloth. $3.95. 

czc<A:icl is l.lle four th  volume in the  Tyndale Old Testament Corn- 
11lenI;al.ips: follobjring Cc?besis. Jz~tlgles a n d  l?z~t?i, and P ~ . o v e ~ b s .  T h e  ai l thor  
of K . z p k i e l ,  . ~ o h l l  B. 'l'aylor, was a. rosearch fellow s t  Hebrew University, 
.jerusalc.m, for  yc-:ar after h is  graduation from Cambridge. Since 1964 

has  been o n  the staff of  0a.k Hill Theological College, London. w h e r e  

The illf.roduction (3s llages) offers a. clear picture of t he  var ious  
ol>i~lions in c:l~rl.ent Ezekiel scholarsitlil), discussirlg the historical back- 
grourid of the pt-ophct's time, his style and  character,  h i s  lnessagc: and  h i s  
tes l .  I:t.oill a cor~servativc point of view. 

'.fht: (;on.lnlentary is informative a n d  helpful in  nmny areas h u t  reveals  
a diSSc.rcnt sl)irit  f rom the ink-oductiori. Thc: various views of  the  con- 
tern1)orar.y ~lncolnniitteil scholarship a r e  introduced awkwardly and ~ v i t h o u t  
. iustiA~;~tion. Thus i t  comes a s  a curious overstatelnent tha t  "the son of 
rual l"  is 1101: ye t  :L ibTcssianic title.  The re  is a world of free reconstruct ion 
of  the  Old Testii~nent in that  statement. Itenl, "Hebrew has  no knowledge 
of n so111 a s  ;L ])art of 1.11an's make-up" (1). 70) .  "It  is not. possible t ha t  t h e  
\vol, t l  I'or soul ( I feb .  n e l ~ e ' s )  could have the meaning of a disembodied 
spirit.: this js a t.oLally nnhcbraic concept" (p .  1 2 4 ) .  I t  is surpris ing flow 
l.ai)idly th is  v iew hns spread in  evolutionist circles, a n d  strangely, a m o n g  
t h e  .Tehov:ih's Witllcsses and the Seventh Day Adventists.  Bu t  the 1)rice 
of scholarly ~.ccognitioli is too h igh  at the  cost of t he  irnmortal soul! H o w  
car1 ' faylol .  say,  Hiis fa r  as we can scc  Ezekiel had l i t t le  or n o  concept of 
I-esul.rect ion, st ill less of eternal life"! I n  chapter 29: 10-16 Taylor is wil l ing 
1.o s a y ,  scholars cannot clainl to know ancient history wi th  such precision 
that t hey  call so boldly declare Scripture unfulfilled! The  chcrubim (ch .  
: L O )  a r c  clcscribcd a s  "Akkadian winged, human-headed bulls" though t h e  
cognatc C.lcbl.c\i. torm need not be identified wi th  the Akkadian in meaning.  
(:ognate languages seldom behave t h u s ;  compare Engl i sh  'timber,' Clerlnan 
'Zinllner..' Kcil.her is there reason to  believe t h a t  the  Hebrews could l e a r n  
about: angels only from Mesopotamia! I n  many  other points i t  is apparent  
wha.t the influence of a year a t  t he  Hebrew University can be. John Taylor  
shows ncquai~ltance with some of t h e  writings of Wal ter  Zimmerli,  bu t  
not wi th  the delinitive colnmentary i n  two volumes. Taylor appears to 
s t r ive  for  thc middle way among the  various scholars, without  dismember. 
ing m,?llY of tlie chapters of t he  prophet.  The middle way slips well to the 
left i l l  Zimmerli, who records every var ian t  reading a n d  interpretation 
~v i t l l  cx.;cruciating thoroughness. I n  TayIor the  prophet can still  be found  

in Zimnlerli i t  is much. inore difficult. 

Ot to  1;'. Xtui~lke 



GALATIANS: A. LETTER FOR TODAY, 13y L. I-Iarnlcl De7Jiolf. J.:orcln~ai~s 
rublis11in.g Co.. Grand Ral~ids.  19,ii.. Sl; pages, paj?el-. $1.9;. 

The real purpose for t h i s  boolr beco:iles cy ide~ l t  i n  chapters I\: : u ~ d  V 
whic;h ii.r.c e~~iit.lecl "Total in leg ratio^^ in Cl~rjs l ."  ;1.11ci "Freedom Xow" 
l.esltcctit.~ly. This scntence on page iS is indicu.ti-vc of ct- la&~ter .'iV: ''If 0171. 
s t and i~ lg  before God depends solely (111 fai th,  il: 2111 u-ho  ]lave f:lii:h in 

Clzyist  nr.e God's o v a  chi ldren:  then ~hc: distinc:i.iorrs (.hat traditionally 
rneall so much i n  the world a r e  ohliteratsd in C:od's sight." 'l'hc w r i t e r  
g r i e ~ e s  o ~ c i -  racism in the  Old Testament. And o i l  1:,ng(-: ,22 ~ t - '  s cad :  "Iiem- 
nants of ihese at t i tudes son~e t jmes  see111 t.o bc reflected i11 i.hc Syrioptic 
Cosyc:ls." .Tesus is ~ n c i s t  because He sends the t .welve ul~oscles t o  the lost 
sllecp of the  lzouee oP Islsae1. And on page 55: "Hut. Pair1 wo11Ici 1lea.i. Ilol?e 
of it. xot.  only v o ~ i i d  he  11ot. to:elnate ;: requireinent t h a t  C:<-:nti!es hecome 
Jews  ol.de~* to  be Chl-iseistns: he 7.vouiil nor. :3grce to t h e i r b  being scyarated. 
pol. .you a r e  all erne ~ I I  Christ. Jesus.' he s ~ 1 . y ~  (Gal. 5': 25) .!' iiLlld in cha.pter 
V. though t:hc author begins with "justification by gl.ace through faith" 
be is so011 talliillg 3 h o ~ i t  Janles h/leritliih's %T,arcli 15gainst 7i'ca.r, the loss 
of freodom in  Chcckosiovakia, racism i n  Rhodesia., the war ill Indochina, 
unlin.j,l>iness in the USA caused by sff!uc?lice, drugs, tllc m o n o t o ~ i o u s  ircad- 
rnil l  of \~o l . l i .  For  a few g a r a g r a l ~ h s  t.hc wi.itrr s1)eaks of Gotl's forgiving 
Inercy and grace t-o 11s i)y \t.l!ich Clll.ist 1121s offered f r e e d o m  froin guilt 
but i;hcn hc's 1)ac:li: i:o r : \cis l i~,  t h e  ~ n o u o t o l ~ o u s  t:rSead!~nill 01: pl~rl~oscless  
work: ;:\.lcot~ol ;:nd d ru ;  ; \ddict-ion. 

The ],pal ~)~,:,ljlcnl lies i1.1 tile i:n.cl Lhat t.htb ;~ut,llot% c r i n g e s  when lle 
i9eads Ga l .  l : S :  ,,One ~ u i s h ~  wjsi.1 t ha t  Paui h a d  noL l v ~ i t t e n  vc-me S :  '13ut 
even i f  \\.e, or  all angel fro111 I~eaven,  should preach to you a gospel contrary 
to t h a t  n!hlcl~ \vc! 1)reach~A l o  yo[:. let h i n ~  be nccur3sed.' " F o r  c?nll)hasis hc 
even repeats Lhc curse. The i:~clinal:ion i n  ou r  t.irnc is t;o think t h a t  different 
ideas a,houf. (;otl and oui' salvat ion sllould a.11 be good-na . turedly  tolerated 
. . . Wc wcjuld do well t.o follntv Pan1 hc.!rc .in h is  s e r i o u s n e s s ,  even if not in 
h i s  ~)ersonal  ;.lnger ant1 ext.reme lang~l~!gc-:'' (pages 27-28). Al lyone  .cvllo can 
speak t-hus of the C;ospel whicl-I Paul .was 11rea.ching i s  h.ardly i n  a ~ ~ o s i t i o n  
to speak ahout  its \\:oi.l;h :i.nti I)lzrpose. 

Grant(-:d t . h c ~  is much tha t  i s  wrong in wor ld  and i n  the chulcll, 
Eut t.he %rca.t.est. iln(1 lnost basic problcril i s  [,lie bondagc j  caused by sin. 
-113~1  it,^ 0171:: c.ure is the Gospel of J e s u s  Christ ,  whicfl the re  is none 
~)i.hel.. Allit the churcll 's  greaL la.sk is to bring this [ r e e d o m  fro111 sin, dea,th 
and [.he devi l  to men. Tha t  is t,he 1:hrust of the  epistle to the Galatians. 

'l'he Lutheran  reader will learn  precious l i t t le  froln this book, He will 
learn i lnn1easurnbl~ more by  r e read i~ ig  Luther 's  Comlnentary  on this  grand 
epistle on Christian Liberty. 

3TnroZd .Ti. BILZS 

1-IOW '10 l~OIALOM JESUS. T h c  Cllallenge of Hebrews for Chr is t ian  Life 
and  \%'lLness Totin).. 1:?I 1ler.sclnel 1-1. Tlobbs. B r o a d m a n  Press, i'u'ashville, 
1971. 1.14 pages. Cloth. $4.50 .  

Another hook lrolil tile pen of the pastor  of First B a p t i s t  Church, 
O k l a h o ~ ~ l a  Ci ty ,  and regular  preacher on the  "Baptis t  Hour." This com- 
mentary is wri t ten with both layman and r~ast;or in mind.  It uses  the King 



.James Version as a base 2nd. tl*(?ats th(-? entire Epistle i : ~  the Hebrelys 
chapter. by chapter  arid yersci by verse. 

The  most widely  held \:ie\l: of the pgrpose of th is  Epist le  is t o  w a r n  
Christians about apostasy.  readers a r e  warned not  t o  fall away f rom 
the  Christian rel igion.  13s. Hobbs rules out, apostasy a s  t h e  purpose of t h i s  
Epistle. "IXe was n o t  .warning against apostvsy  in the ruodern sense of t h e  
word. Such :L llosition presupposes t he  possibility of a. loss of one's personal 
salvation. The New Testalllent abundantly teaches otherwise (cf .  John  
3:'16.18; 10:28f; F21)h. 1: 13-14; 2:s-10; Col. 3 : 3 ) "  {p.  6 ) .  

I-Iere, of course,  we have a basic difference between Calvinislll and 
Lutheranism. T h e  Lu the ran  cannot accept the  thesis  t h a t  a Christ ian 
cannot fall away fro111 the faith. In  keeping wi th  h i s  view Dr.  Hobbs 
understands sa lva t ion  (.sote,t..i.(~) i ~ s  1)rinlariIy sanctification and glorifica- 
tion, for, regenerat ion,  according to Dr. Hobbs, cannot  be lost. "In t h a t  
s tate  (sanctification) they  should dcvclog and serve to  t he  saving not of t h e  
soul but of the Chr i s t i an  life. To the  degree tha t  one  does this  h e  is saved 
or glorified in  heaven,  glorification including the  bodily resurrection p lus  
the sum-total of g l o r y  a n d  reward in  heaven" (pp. 18-19). 

In  keeping w i t h  these basic ideas Dr. Hobbs feels t h a t  the purpose of 
the writer to t he  Hebrews is not to warn  about apostasy but to remind 
liis readers concerning their  mission in  life. "So sa.lvation here corresponds 
to launching out i n t o  the  river of God's world-mission of redemption. T h e  
readers were not  repudiat ing their initial experience of regeneration. 
They were riot a b o u t  t o  lose a past experience but  a fu tu re  one. They were  
neglecting their sanctification or  the purpose for which they had been 

redeemed, with t h e  resu l t  that  they were affecting the i r  glorification" ( p .  
19) .  These thoughts  a r e  found again and again in Dr.  Hobbs' exposition 
especially of chap te r s  1-10. And since t h e  word soteria is limited in i t s  
lneanixlg the en t i r e  exposition lacks the warmth of t he  beautiful Gospel, 
especially in the  Christological section, chapters 5-10. This  thought of 
world-mission is iritroduced many times by Dr. Hobbs, even where the t ex t  
plainly does not e v e n  h i n t  a t  i t .  For  example, following his  exposition of 
Hebrews 8:8-12 he s a y s :  "Well and  good! The  readers  of this  epistle had 
this  assurance. But if they were to  fulfill the obligation of this  covenant, 
they must  share  i t  w i t h  a lost world. This  covenant h a s  better promises. 
And a s  Abraham's s eed  a r e  blessed they are  to be a blessing" (p .  81). 

This  is not t o  s a y  tha t  the book contains noth ing  for  t he  Lutheran  
reader. I t  would s e e m  that  the exposition of chapters  11-13 is more  
faithful to the  tex t .  Dr. Hobbs draws some beautiful lessons for  t he  modern  
reader  from the f a i t h  of the  Old Testament saints. But even here  the  s a m e  
ideas mentioned above ,  come through, especially i n  t h e  exposition of chap- 
ter  12. 

Haroid Li, B%is 



(:i-!l-'iISfJ'lAX .F;il'.Yl! ;lX\;:D STOPERN TFIT<OLOGF. Cla.rl F. H. Hel1l.y. Edi -  
tor .  Ea . l i c~ '  17:,(3k FT;IL~sI?: C:r?nd R a ; > j i l ~ ,  1971. -126 1)ases. PrlLpel.. Ecgi. i l i t .  
$5.95. 

j~c~.!- ya:?rL(l:~:l~)p ilis: r> ry  of C11i.i~: iia11 i lioi~!:!~:. f1.0111 : : I :  : . : . ~ ( j ? j ? ~  r ,  1 )oy-  

f(,s:or ;lt 1-1!110i.y ~-i~~\-~:!. .si t ,>-.  ( l i>:~z:~lrz s!:(:> , A . L I > ; I I s ~  i l l ! !  ;IS I I . I I ( ~ ? ~  i ~ ! t t ~ l -  
c~~: ia :  t,heolorial~ ti!] t i le  ti~~lc:: 01: t h v  lli:for:!;nfi~!i. i1 .1ld i1111ir.ill.c~ n.I.lc.:1.c 

I:(> w a s  ~, roj l f . r . ly  ?;-id i!:;;)~.opcrly i i ~ ? d i > r s t o ~ c i .  Inl.i.lldrd Lr11. ihc.>.;c .\i-l;o ::.cr~l!ci 
. . 
: ] k c  an  ir1t:l.c?iiii!'til;r; l o  ill(> fii.ld or: fn;. :I!osc; ]>;~st.o~.s n-itc, <of- s h o ~ !  c:hanc?d 
21 tll:: s(,!~.~iri::  r y ,  ~~S(:I I>: : !OII  0:) - ;?.r io~~s p o i r ~ t s  8.r~: . I I O L  I C I I I ~  01- i 1 : 1  I.~I,:I~(;. 

T h e  ? . l icolo .~y 13;' r!lc: c;:.xid?t.11 r:lj,urr:hcs: t h e  ghi1osoj)by of i.l?c 2c.\vi.;l1 :-:~l>l)is. 
; \CG t h e  r(.:vi~,-cd , A r i ~ : o t r ~ l i n ~ ~ i s ~ l !  ; L I . ~  incliir?cd. Less n r ~ t i  ](.:<i; si.;:i;:c in 
:.:rm11:i!:;l,:.y !ji,!!(ii~:. n!'i:. d(?voti:d t o  t l ~ c  l);i,sr, 13iblo alld i;hurch i i i s tury ,  arid 

;I!ol'c and. It;l,rc 1 0  lisvchologica! and  sociolngica.1 sl.utlics. Thc c!~l.l!.cl,i is 
alro:~.dy jlllnc,r-r.:r.ishcrl 'I'k:c c h u r c h  js n o t  c y c n  20Ci0 yci2r.s oli!,, ;:nil t h c  
IrloO ycsrs  d i s ( :u i s~d  by Gonzalcz arl: air!ios: f o r ~ o t l , c ~ l .  T h o u g h  3101, 111- 

t ~ i n s i v e ,  i t  is suf?icic~:  t! y c o n ~ l ) ~ ~ c h c . n s i b l c  and csllinen:l\. l,i.ndnljli: to  l ~ e  
n.srmly rccoi?:n:c,:.!til.ci. An  irldcs is Inclndcrl, but, l ~ i b l i o ~ r a ] ~ h i c : ~ l  d;?i;x ~ t n ~ l s f .  

Iic glc:!ned i'ror?: n(j t  c;~~i:rl!c~~vcring foot ncti c:,. 
dp.s 

- - . - - - - - -- 

?'!I12 CEII.'RCH AT THE E N D  O F  TI212 20T11. CEN7:ClZY. ].:y Francis 
Schaeffer. I ~ i t e r ' v n r s i t y  Press:  Downers  (;rove, illinois, 1!)7Q. 153 p ~ ~ g e s .  
Cloth. $3 .95 .  

Franci r -  S c h a e d c i  ]?as  a l r e a d y  gualified hinlself  ns a. 20t l i  c e n t u r y  
coliservativc Protc?stant prophet f o r  t he  contempora1.y church. Tl~l~at  fre- 



quently hnppeus is that the  church goes too far slid too fast i n  one di- 
rection. Then one nlnu s t ands  up and pul:s s?le reins on the driving forces. 
Fropllets seem to  bc doomed because of thftir profession. noom sccitla to  be 
thc! built-in oc.cup;~tional hazard. Schaeffer has stood u~ and s]?okcn di- 
I ,.,<.i ,,,,..ly to  !;he late  20th century crises. A review i n  the theological brrlIetin 

01 'Luther Se!?linnry, St .  Paul ,  sublnitted by a. pastor, f suppose, is en- 
t1lusinsi;ii: xhout h is  rc-:t.urrl t o  chr: old tirllc vnlnes; insgira.tion, inerrancy,  
and  tlie x~ecessity of these doctrines for  Chrjstianity. 'The book js a:.sa!iged 

a series  o!' essays each harldling oric facet of our  con ten~pora ry  cul ture.  
'I'olbics covesctil a r e  s tudent  revoln~ion ,  thct church in a dying cnlture, sex ,  
and ~*evolu:;ion in general. As theology, in t l ~ c  last decncies a t  least,  has 
t1on.e a snccessf~ll job in destroying a persona! God a a d  a, definite e th i ca l  
systent for. the church,  Schaeffer's book can be welcomed. I t  seems 8s if 
!h.cjj a re  Icgio!i, a n d  we arc: few a.nd hecomirtg fewer. Schaeffer's a.ware- 
?less of c!otli..enlDorrxry problems ca.n a t  Icast be erniilated. 

rl1,s 

THE LA~,OS'J,'OLIC SCRTPrI?L'RES. l!y r)a.clicl P. Scaer. Coricordia .Publishing 
I-iousc. 1971. 6 S  pages. Paper. $1.75. 

This is onc oL the volumes i r t  t h e  CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY 
SERIES,  xvhicI1 Concordia is yllblishi.ng t.o t rea t  thelogical isslies and 
Ixovcments of ou r  time, which Coricordia believes a r e  alive, l~u l sa t ing ,  
c.on~rovcirsin1, ~101iticaIIy and  culturnlly influential. 

131.0Cessor Sc:~er t rea ts  :\ sul~,jc?c:t aho~ll ,  which there  f ior~~ler iy  was no 
c:ontro\-crsy in Lutheranism or  in the  history of the Lutheran  Church- 
!LJissouri Synod for over a century. In recent yca.rs there  h a s  been a 
cllal!gc ot' opinion about the  Scriptures which, if allowed to  s tand,  would  
ha\:c sc11.ioils rapc+rcussions fos thc  spir i tual  life of the  1,uthcran Church- 
Missotiri Syriod. 'Pointedly and correctly the  author  s ta tcs  in  h i s  introduc- 
!.ion: "'l?hc questiori of t,he exact naturt! of the Holy Scriptures cont inues  
1.0 bc? ; ~ c . u l ( ~  111 the  church t,oday. T h e  Lutheran  Church. f rom the  tiille of i t s  
coriccpf'ion i l l  the  1 6 t h  centliry, has been very sensit.ive about  this  issue,  
since the  I-loll Scriptures a re  thc  only source a n d  norm of fa.it1i." i n  t h i s  
volumo I>r .  Scaer l i~i i i ls  h is  discussion of the Ejblical cilnon to t h e  books 
of tile N c ~ i -  'l'c?st,amcnt. I t  is the  major  thesis of th is  s tudy tha t  "ou r  
~ ~ n d e r s t a n d i n g  of tile Sc!riyturcs will be deepened and enriched when we 
consider thern not only as inspired but  also a s  apostolic" (p. 8 ) .  Correct ly 
hc  claims tha t  "Jcsus not  only chose t.he nljostles t o  be'  firs^-century 
iiiissionur.ies n.nd to establish the  c?lurch a t  t ha t  t ime,  but  also to be the 
ieachers of the  church today. Thei r  teachings recorded i n  the Bible are 
the  s tandard  of divine t r u t h  for a.11 tirile ( p .  8 )  ." 

While the Christian Church i n  the pas t  has r ight ly asserted t h e  inspira-  
t ion of the  Hiblc, both of the 39 books of the Old Testnxnent arid of the 2 7  
of tlic Ncu- Testanlent,  i t  has  not  always grasped the  fact  t ha t  the  New 
Testamenl. is of a.postolic origin, t ha t  t h e  individual New Testament books  
were wri t ten by apost,les or  1)y individuals who wrote under  the supervision 
of  ai~ost lcs .  In the  Old Tes ta~i len t  the  Holy Spir i t  caused Illen with t h e  
l3l'ol)hetic gift to record God's revelation and the apostles were chosen  
by Jesus a s  authors of t he  New Testament writings. T h u s  the  L u t h e r a n  
C>onfessions speak of " the prophetic and  apostolic Scriptures." T h e  Ep i tome  



of the Forlllu]n of Collcord hegins with t h i s  staiemenc: "\Ye believe. 
teach, and  confess that the prophetic and apost.olic wr i t ings  of tlle Old 
and xc15- T&.a111ents a r e  the oniy ruit? and llorlll accordi~ig io .which all 
docti.illes and  tearhers alike must be a p p ~ a i s e d  nrld j ~ d g c d . "  

Dr.  Scael- has presented his discussior~ i n  e igh t  chapters. After  setting 
€01-th the  relationship between ins'piration a n d  ;iposloliciiy, he shows the 
prornincr~ce of the apostolic office in the  New Testament. He further  shows 
how in the ?ict:\- Testament letters ;ire estensiolls of ilpxtolic authority. 
T w o  chapter.6 a r e  devoted to the question: W h a t  is a n  al)ostlc and what. 
arc the 1inlital;ions and the estent  of apostolic authori ty? In n very impor- 
tant chapler Dr. Scaer delienates the na ture  of rho ;~l!oslolic \\:orcl ;IS t he  
Word of God. I n  the second lasl, chapter o f  t h e  ~norlogr.apii t l lc  author 
discusses tile apostolic office a n d  flow litelSary rltlestions \ ~ o u l d  re1at.e to 
t h e  for:ner. Horn i:hc views about the  al)ostolic Kc:w T~?scn~l ien t  Scriptures 
~ v ~ u l d  relate to  current E)I-oblcms iri tile field oil literary crit.icis~n a r c  
adequately set forth.  

' rhc  liiesis of t hc  ai.lil~or is ~ i v c n  i l l  tile conclllsiori and is stated as 
follo1vs: 

Tbe  Sl>i~ . i t  speaks  t u  Ihe church today t,hrough the 13iBle. h t  the sanzc 
t ime  I-To sgcr~ks through the apostolic: ofice. So it. is that. Peter, Pau l ,  
Juhn  and their assistants, a l t l~ough  buried long ago, are still speaking: 
;tiid thcir .\.oices resound to tlic ends of t h e  enrlh. Jesus Himself. 
I-hrough M:ROIII wcrc performed t h e  most un ique  a.ets of divine g r x e  i n  
human history, has asce~idcd in to  hea.!.cn. I)l.lt ~11c al)osi.le$ were singled 
out 1.0 11e His au thor i ta t ive  spokesmen to the church 2nd to ]?roclnini 
Win1 l o  the  u-orld. Whcnever a person hear:: the  13il1lc- read or rc?sds 
i t  hirnseIf, the Sl)irit  i s  ])ultir~:-: the  apostles and thc i r  assistants I.)t?.ck 
iiilo His t!rnploy. The apost,lcs and t h e  co-workers in t he i r  circles a re  
dead. h u t  t h r i r  voices ;ire s t i l l  aliv!: t o  give lil'c: lo  C:nd's ~?eople every- 
where?. I 1 ) .  (;!I! 

i n  other  \lrclrds thc canon is closed; divinc rcveial.iork has also ceased. An 
inspired co!lilni~niLq; which is reccivinp rluw i~cvcl;~.tions and s c i t i ~ i #  fo r th  
new religious ptngrams is 11nt consonant wi1.h vi11a.t Chrisr: pro~nisrcl. FTis 
church ! 

K ~ ? / v L ( J ? & ~ .  f'. f-~t7'b?1../ '!/ 
--- 

IT IS IYIIITTEN. S p  .lacob A. 0 .  Preus. Concordia. Publishing House, St. 
Louis: 1971. 7 4  vages. Paper. $!..75. 

This l i t t le  volume wliiclz the ;.iui:hor :~p t ly  cntitles I t  i s  n;?.itten is 
particularly welcome at this  t:irne when a1>r)arctntly even Inany conservative 
theologians have begun to  give u p  th(: si.ru:ir.~le against: c?rosive forces of 
Higher Criticism. It  supplies a necd for which has bee11 evident for some 
time: to gut  on t h e  market  n e w  rnat.c?iSials sei1:ing forth t he  L u t h e r a ~ l  point 
of view regarding the author i ty  of Sitriptill-c:, l~ l ena ry ,  inspirat ion,  iner- 
rancy, etc.? while a ~ o i d i n g  t h e  1iteralisr.i~ -views of l ~ ~ ~ n d a m e n t a l i s r n  i i S  

well as the  Retornled accents of Neo-orthodoxy. 
Dr. Preus begins with the presupposition that Jesus is Lord  a n d  argues 

from this that Chris t ' s  at t i tude toward Scr ip ture  should also be thc 
at.titude of His fol lowsis .  O n  t he  basis  of numerous  passagc?s of the Uihlc 



the au thor  shows tllat ,7tfsi.:s, who recognized the  sallze old 'l'estamerlt 
Scriytnrcs z s  :'ve haye tocisy, rega.rded them as llaving coin(? di~.ectIy fronl  
God, as therefore being authorita'iive, true!, and  reliable jn a.11 parts.  

'.Cl~e author suypor t s  the view that. Jesus be!ieved i n  the  llistoricity of 
l~crsonnlitios such as -.\dam and l<vel S o a h ,  Jonah, etc., and rcicrred t,o 
ever1l.s like 1;hc flood. Sodom a n d  Gornorrah, t \ i ~ ~ l  il?.e like, '\vithout t h e  
slightest hint t ha t  t l icy should t c  consid(:rc+d ~ n y t h s .  

The prir1.1;~1'y pu rpo : ;~  of Scrij~turc? is to test,ify t.o Christ 1.athe.r t11a.n 
to serve t.hc! church as a code hook of laws  foit  11;an's outwarcl conduct. A t  
the sanle time this  is not  to  indicate, as some seein t o  t l l i r~k ,  tha t  when t h e  
i3ible h a s  spoken of Jesus, i t  has nothing else 1.0 say. 

Referr ing 1.9 Rudolf IJ,ultmann r~rlti his den'lythologizjn.~ of tile Gospel, 
t.he a l~ i l i o r  stnf,cs tha i  these views finally leave the sinner without Chr is t  
all;ogell.~er. 

I:tesl?il.e its size, J t  is T,T:?'ii.t~??? conies t,o :i-ril!s wi th  some of' the n ~ o s t  
relevant topics f ac ing  the church, today. One will also recognize, o f  course, 
that in  n sl~lal l  book the aut:tlor. cannot address himself  to  ali questions 
relalive to t'i1.i~ illiportant subject. F o r  the benefit of the  church a corn- 
],;mion volume nlorc fully defllin: :'with the relatior1 between revelation 
and inspiri~~tion i a  mat te r  of c:onsidsrabl.e i n l p o r t a ~ ~ c e  in  theology today)  
and with un:(iuely Lutherax  c?z~~phasis t ha t  the  Holy  Spir i t  alwfiys ac- 
co~npanies the use of the (iospei, since i t  is pr imari ly for  this  reason t h a t  
the Gospel is Ihe gower of God unto salvar.ion, might  prove vnluable. 

Dr.  Preus'  volunle is written in a clear, easily read :mil understood 
stylc a.nd i.hns shonld prove ~a luab l t !  to  b0t.h laymen a n d  pastors. It offers 
s trong arguments in support  o f  the rr t~dit ional  Lutheran  views concerning 
ihe Sc1,ipturc. TI1c reconjlnend i t  t.o all. 

H'oz!:ci~cl W. Tepker 
- -. 

I5S-LiVIlXBTION O F  T!i1: COUIVCIL Oli' TKEST. P a r ~  1. Ey Martin 
Chemnitz. Trans. by Fred Icramer. St. Louis, Concordia i'ublishing 
I-iousc, 1!371. 706 pages Indexed (subject and  Scr ip ture  references) .  
Cloth. $??'? '??? 

Chc11111if.z' 1.11nce in history would have been securc without  the  writixlg 
of  the Ezunzen. Concilii 1-7-i(Zs.n.tin.i. After all, every Lutheran  worth his 
salt remen;bel.s llirn a s  the chief architect of t h e  Forniu la  of Concord, for  
its da.y the instrunlent that  s svcd  i;hc Lutheran  Church, not  just as a 
structure.  but, Inore importantly, at its .very hear t  and  core--the in tegr i ty  
of i ts doctrinal position and confession. The result was genuine in terna l  
and este~.rial unity solidly based on pur i ty  of teaching. Chemnitz, more-  
over, was to go down i n  history for h i s  De ducchus naturis i?~ Cllristo: t h e  
greatest  work on Christology in  the  modern era, a n d  now available in 
translation through Concordia. Publishing I-Iouse a s  The  Two Nat.u?-es in 
C h ~ i s t .  IIL addition, in the course of  his  years  a s  administrator  of t h e  
13ra11nschweig terr i torial  c h u ~ ~ c h ,  Chemrlitz \vonld b i t  by bit hack ou t  h i s  
Loci through lectures before t h e  clergy of h is  district.  Seldom, if ever ,  
would a clergy have the  benefit of a bctter in-service pastoral educational 
pyogram! That held true also for his sermonizing gift, by which he also 
mas an example for his fellow workers. I-Iis Har.i)tov.?/ of t h e  (7ospe7.s was 
yet another  contribution i11 his amazirlgly prolific life. 



Brit Trent  had scored deeply wich its challenge of the Reformation's 
articles on $oZn Xcr.i.ptuva. and .sola (l?-at~cr.!.soln f idc .  Remembering t h a t  the  
Car~ons and Decrees of this Corlncil have neucr t o  this  day been retracted 
in any of their  p a r t s  by the  Romn-11 church., nor likely ever will be, the  
contempcjrary ~ e l e v a n c e  of C11.emnit.z' E ~ ( ~ ~ i t . e n  takes on unique significance. 
Kot that  Chemnitz Byas the  only onc  to arlswer Trc?llt---more t,han a hundred 
have bee!] at tempted,  includiug a ~lotewort:lly, crisl) effort by .John Calvin. 
Eu t  Chelnnitz' .Ercnmen remains the  consunlrnate work, jllcisively ycne- 
t rai ing,  as  a sharp threshing instrument.  to the very ground a n d  root of 
each issue. Rorne has ailen:pted rebuttals over the centuries. hut: none 
has scored. Xor have the neu- so-c:illed re-interpretations of T ren t  by 
contelngorary a v a n t  garde Catholic schoiai-s altered things ej ther .  %lost 
of tllcse a re  not official znytvay. 'rhi:; means tha t  Chemnitz' work relllairls 
1:~-to-date i n  t he  djaiogue business between Ro i~ lc  and its Protestallt 
counterpa.rts. A11y sk i r t ing  of l i e  issues gosed, expiicated. delineated by 
Ch.emrii~z ma.kes all such  efforts of dialogue liit lc more tha.11 liseless 
shadow buxing. 

The Comniitiee for I-'lescarch of th.c Lutheran Church-hlissouri Synod 
has made 2 xlota7)ie contribution to the clarifyiug of the inuddled theo- 
logical waters of cur dnv by  geiting Cheinnitz' Ezrln.?en P a r t  I into 
English t13nrisiaiiou. The work is cxcellenL!y done by Fred k ' l*;~n~er,  pro- 
fessor of systematic  theology at C:oncordia Theological Seminary. Sgring- 
field, Illinois. Those 'ivlio have read  Chcmnir .~  i n  t h e  original Latin lrnow 
that ,  j n  the  first place, he himself has a beautifully clear and readable 
style. Kr:unerYs tl-a~lslatiori rcflects this sanle felicitous quality, along 
wi th  the rec~uired accuracy and faithfulness to  he original. Perha.ps this 
is t.ho ljlacc! :L!W to note publicly tha t  the  pioneer work i n  Erlglish was 
actually done by a dedicated Lutheran  pastor i n  Aust,ralia~ Dr.  EIenry 
l~fassold. During t h e  years 1933 to 1963,  hc  took i t  as his  i a sk  nlidst 
parish duties to  p u t  the .rc7lolr: of Chenlnitz' I C X : ( ~ ~ ~ C I ~  into English. ''1 
trsnslatec! Chenxnitz' work," s ta ted  Hassold, "for the s a n e  reztsoll 1)r. 
Chein1lit.z wrote i t  in the first place," nanlely, " that  there is a special 
need for jt in  these  times, not only by the l'rotestant hut also by  the 
Catholic church leaders  arid ~licx~lbers." This  pilot work of I!Xassold was 
the immediate stirnulus for proceeding with the task  o f  publication o f  the 
Exnnzen here in  hn:ericii. Kramer 's  trnnslstion, however, is a. i lew and 
original work, utilizillg the  hest extant  Latin sources, and incorporating 
careful editing a n d  correcting where  necessary. I3ioyet'ully, all four  pro- 
jected volumes will  ultimately be nrailable through CPH. The  cause of 
genuine Lutheran theology--and fo r  that  matter  all  genuinely evangelical, 
catholic theology--.conld be served no better than  in  t h e  coxupletion of 
this  project. (111 a way, it is a. minor miracle, as those will a t t e s t  who 
still  have a copy of the Ed.  Preuss,  1861, Berlin edition, prtblished by 
Gust. Schlawitz, . that the whole of the E'za.iizc?z was put into one volume 
a t  t ha t  time, in a. l i t t l e  over 3,000 pages, on good payer, in clear, excellent 
tyr~ography.) 

Pa r t  I includes the topics of Holy Scripture, Traditicns, Origina.1 
S in  (and related subjects) ,  t he  "Good Works" of t he  Unregenerate, Free  
Will, Justiiication, Faith, and Good '\P'orks. The  reader mill have had 
his full reward o r  r e tu rn  on his investment wi th  just the first two units  
on Scripture and  Tradit ions,  were there nothing else in the volume. If 



theological growth is not to collle to a ha l t  complet,ely inidst  the plethora 
of reading material deluging the average preacher's desk, here is a volume 
to s t a r t  t o  stem tha t  flood with! 

Take  a n  example! Chemnitz writes as follows ~b0 l lL  Scripture, i t s  
origin, na ture ,  etc.: 

IVhat we have thus far adduced from the very words of Scr ip ture  
a re  the  firmest of firm testimonies on which a pioris hear t  can safely 
rest.  For  they set before us the judgment of the  Ho ly  Spirit  Himself 
concerrling the Scripture. For  a s  t he  ancients s ay  t h a t  concerning 
God nothing should be believed except on the  basis  of His o w n  
revelation and testimony, so also we should believe about t h e  
Scripture what the Scripture says about itself, or  rather ,  what its 
author,  the Holy Spir i t  Himself, concludes and declares about His 
work. l3nt we shall also add the consensus of t h e  ancient chu rch  
concerning the authority, perfection, and sufficiency of the Scr ip ture .  
For  we love and venerate the testimonies of the  ancient and rurer 
church, by whose agreement ure a r e  both aided a n d  confirmed; b u t  
our fai th must rest on the word of God, not on human  author i ty .  
Therefore we do not  set  the tcstimonies of the  fathers  over the 
Scripture, but subordinate them to i t  (p.  150) .  

As Pieper states, whoever invented the fiction t h a t  Chemnitz w a s  
hesitant about asserting the inspiration of Scripture by the Holy S p i r i t ,  
surely did not know what  he was talking about. This  leads '1.0 the  obvious 
~ n o r a l :  it is time that  second-hand and secondary evaluations of Chemnitz 
cease ( there  have been too ma.ny of these in recent: years, because Chemnitz 
was no longer actually read! 1, and tha t  readers  take n f resh  look for t h e m -  
selves, to  see for themselves. The  link between Lu the r  a n d  the orthodox 
theologians of the 17th century will also appear in a new light-a t a s k  
long overdue (Men like Gerhard Calov, Quenstedt, e l  ~ L E . ,  deserve be t t e r .  
too, than they have been getting a t  the  hands of second-hand dealers l ) .  
Though Chenlnitz was not as sharp as  Luther  with h i s  invectives a g a i n s t  
his theological foes, h e  faithfully reflected the theological substance,  
stance, and Scriptural loyalty of his mentor  whose works  h e  had read w i t h  
a fervor second only to the Holy Spirit 's works themselves, the  books of 
Holy Writ. Chemnitz t hus  became a chief t ransmit ter  of t h e  goodly Refo r -  
mation heritage, committed a s  he  was to the incontestable principle t h a t  
nothing serves the unity of the church a s  t ruly a n d  completely and 
lastingly as  loyal, whole-hearted commitment to pur i ty  of teaching, soZci. 
Scri21tum. 

Professor K r a ~ n e r  has  prefixed his  translation w i t h  a brief, he lpfu l  
biographical sketch of the  Braunschweig superintendent .  Also helpful i s  
the retention of the original book and chapter references, with n u m b e r e d  
paragraphs, allowing for  easy reference to t h e  Lat in  original,  pa r t i cu l a r ly  
the  Berlin edition. A thorough index, both of subject  and S c r i p t u r e  
reference is appended. A classic like this, done wi th  CPH's c u s t o m a r y  
excellent cra.ftsmanship, deserves more  than  n place on a few l i b r a r y  
shelves. There is nothing antiquarian about this  ?nag?lu?n opzbs of Chem- 
nitz. H e r e  is a good place to s t a r t  doing theology again ,  along with y o u r  
reading in Luther's volumes! Let us hope, too, that Kramer and the 
Lutheran  Research Committee will get  t he  rest  of t h e  volumes into p r i n t  
i n  due time. E.  P. Klug 



HOPE AX-D C,?LAxXINC;-. :By Jurgen  Xoltnlalln. Translated by Margaret 
Ciarkson. 1-Iarper & Illo\x7. Xew York, 1971. 228 pages. Cloth. $6.50 

'Wheu a theologia~i  becornes -;veil knon-n through a pacesetting con- 
tribution, then  i t  is only :t mat ter  of tj.me before his other xvorks receive 
theologi-cal canonization. Moltmann's Theolog?~ of H o p e ?  which appeared 
in English four years ago 119671, was a sha rp  bend in  the road fo r  
theology. Then fo!lowed. a c.ollection of essays on Rcliq,io?[: TZe-~;ol.?ct,io?z and 
tlze $'.~~tu?-e, which laid out c!ea.rly the direct io~l  wliich thc  Tnbingen pro- 
fessor had 1:akcn. B o p e  ((??@ Pla.?z?li?rn. also a collection of essays, follows 
quickly in t he  pa th  of the  first; two works printed in English. 

From the  early years of World TVar TI to the  ~ r c s e n t ,  theology has 
beell undcr the  sway of existentialist-leaning Rudolph Bultmann. The 
attraction of h is  ihcology was also il.s wea.kness--.-it so stressed thc! p r ~ s e n t  
that  history, past and future,  real ly had litt le or  no  importance. Brtltmann, 
faced with the results of his  own critical s tudy  of the New Testament, 
rescued God by securing hi:n safely in the  prea.ched "\Vord." Theology 
could bc maintaiucd separate froin history, or  a t  least so it: was thought. 
i\.roltniann rescued God b y  p lac i~ lg  the  theological question in  the  future, 
where hc beco~nes ~ n o r c  or  less a subcategory. Thus, in the first. essay, 
"The Revelat.ion of Goct and  the  Question of Truth,"  the Cod-seeker is 
dircct.ed to subordinate the theological quest t o  the anticigatiori of what  
G-od will reveal in the fntnrc? on this earth.   he issues of nai.ura1 and 
historical theologies receive nlesning only as they anticipate t h c  future. 
Whether o r  not God exists is not. :~ns~veret l  fro111 the past, reason, o r  nature 
but by looking for God's conlirlg to all Inen i n  the  future. 

As the "t,heo:ogy of hope" is al)ocnlypt.ic in i ts  tcrl~iinology, "~.esurroc- 
tion" is generally used. 13ut i t  is right t ha t  Xoltmann clisa.ppoints those 
who are  looking for a Illore serious at t i tude to history. Tlle historical 
question is sidestepped and we are  left only with the a.nswer that  the 
resurrection is the explanation of the Easter  visions. Soniewhat in the 
style of Tillich, i t  becomes the  positive side of Godforsakenness. Like so 
rna.ny nineteenth century theologians before him, h e  has  slipped into 
the realm of fai th and c s p ~ r i e n c e  to avoid answering t.he hard  historical 
question of resurrection. 

"The IJnderstanding of I-fistory in  Christian Social Ethics" lays dowli 
an  anthropology and a guideline for  ethics. F i r s t  of all, the na tu re  of Inan 
is dec.icied not  by what  man i s  now but ra ther  by his anticipation of the  
future. The  question "What i s  man?" is replaced by "What will man  
become?" All concerns about a l a w  within m a n  or na ture  a r e  erased. 
Nandates for  ethical decision a r e  not based on what  has  been previously 
decided, "but r a the r  a r e  historic;ll functions of C.+od's active lordship." 
Ethical decisions becomt: a s  relative as  the course of history itself, As 
Noltmann l is ts  a range of theologians from Luther  to Ra r th  wh.0 held 
to some type of ethical absolutes, he seenlirigly has ~ n a d e  th i s  launch 
into the  deep by himself. If t h e  question of God is to be answered from 
the future, t hen  the ethical ones must receive likc t reatment .  hloltmann 
is ulidoubtedly more consistent a n d  predictable t han  history. 

I n  the essay, "Hope a n d  Planning," he defines hope a s  "the human 
at t i tude in t h e  face of t he  uncontrollable in  the  controllable, the un- 
plannable in  planning." T h e  reader  will recognize tha t  i t  i s  hardly the  
New Testament concept of hope, which holds out  before the  Christian 



definite pronlises, though they are s t i l l  unfornled t o  faith. :!?or Moltmann, 
hope is a ?zovum, a totally new accident in history. J a i l  prc?gares for  t he  
future but always living wi th  the uncert.ainiy o f  thc future.  Any concept 
o f  providence is totally missing. 

Not a few theologians havc seen si~i l i lar i t ies  between 3-loltnlann's 
approach and  Marx's. The matter i s  briefIy touched upon i n  "Theology i n  
the World of Modern Science." Certainly RIolLniariri is not. ;z Marxist, b u t  
both do sha re  :Hegel as  a colullion ancestor, and both place thc t r u t h  
question in the future. Marx is even criticized by 3,loltmanx~ for o ~ ~ e r a t i n g  
with a "fixed detezaiiriation." For 1\/Iarx, t he re  is LL final plateau, a. utopia, 
not unlike traditional Christianity. With 3:Ioltmaun! the end is never i n  
s ight ,  for eacli fu ture  has its own future. Tinne has  becumc: eternalized. 
Mars is t he  conserv:itive, and  3Ioltmann t h e  radical. 

In  the  same essay, 3Ioltmann sets ou t  n few concrete ylar:s for realjz- 
ing the  future.  One wot~ ld  be teaching a type of ! n y  theology in the secular  
departn1ent.s of the universi t .~.  As he  c:zl:s th i s  "an institutionnlizing of 
this theology," onc questiorls whether i n s t i t u t i a n a l ' l z e  the  theology of 
hope will spell its own doom. In closing. h e  notes, "Only i n  company w i t h  
scienc:cs can eschatological fa i th  arr ive at. i~ historical self-conscionsncss." 
As sciencc is blamed rightfully o r  wrongfully for  many of our cu r ren t  
woes. for  example, the ccoiogical crisis, there might  bc rnany Christ inn 
theologia.11~ who would joylully par t  company wi th  the sciences. H e r e  
:ignin Noltmann exprc-:sscs a n  unwarrantetf hope in th.e abilities of Inan.  

Noltnlann is the intellectual inlpc?t~~s for t h e  c11.rreni: nyhexval i n  
theology, and  rhese essays will hell) thosc who are  still  erlgaged in t he  
anatolny of the theology of hope. 

WORDS AX1:) THE WORD. By  Kenneth Hamilton. Win. E. Xerdillans Pub -  
lishing Co., Grand K a ~ i d s ,  Michigan, 1.971. Paperback. 120 pages. $2.96. 

Universit,y o f  Winncipeg Prof. I ienneth Hamilton h a s  shed new light 
ugorl a. problem which, while no  longer new, is noriethelcss of v i t a l  
importance for theological exl~ression. Wi th  the rise of logical positivism 
and linguistic analysis, there  has been a concentration of inierest on the  
phenomenon of language. This does not  suggest tha t  thinkers  were n o t  
concerned about language prior to the early decades o f  our  century. Indeeci, 
such a concern can hc traced back to Aristotle. Bnt  t h e  relationship he- 
tween larlguage a d  theology has been made the subject of a considerable 
arnount of l i terary research lm-ticuiarly sincc A. J. Ayer adr-anccd the 
thesis most  compellingly tha t  theological discourse is really meaningless. 
Theology can neither ignore such challenges, nor  the  basic questiorl oE 
language and its significant usage. The Gospel is communicated by preach-  
ing, and  preaching is the  utterance of words. Christ ian proclamatiori i s ,  
furthermore,  the preaching of t h e  Word made flesh. Since t.he l a n g u a g e  
of Christ ian preaching i s  ultinlately based upon t h e  words of Holy 
Scripture and their  witness to Jesus Christ,  the Word, those engaged i n  
the pursui t  of theology must  be vitalIy concerned about  God-talk. Hsnlil- 
ton's contribution to the body of study on this issue is nlost welcome. H e  
wants to ask how the eternal Word i s  t o  be heard i n  t h e  temporal w o r d s  
of men. I n  other words, h e  wants to know whether  God-talk can be justifies 
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Prof. Hamilton discusses lariguage and theology, language a n d  existence, 
myth and history,  the au thor i ty  of the divine Word, and language and 
Scripture. As h e  sees i t ,  the  basic question for  a Christian to  a s k  is not  
how people s tanding  outside t h e  church may be persuaded to adini t  tha t  
the languagc of faith is a justifiable way of speaking;  the real question is 
whether the  rneniber of the community of fai th can use language in a 
meaningful way. God-talk is, therefore, a theological question; i t  itlvolves 
reflection upon words by means  of which fai th is communicated and the 
life of fai th is explained. Halllilton states i t  well when he says tha t  the 
theologian carinot accept a rationale of language from a ~ e r s p e c t i v e  other 
than h is  own. It niust be added, of course, t ha t  a theo1ogia.n will not avoid 
the issue of h o w  theology relates  to other disciplines. But  theology vrill 
plead for' theological discourse only on the grounds that  i t  claims to be :L 

science of the divine Word. Since i t  is a fact t ha t  the two great contrasting 
streams of nlodern philosophy, the  empirical and the existential, a r e  con- 
cerned about language and often c n d o r s ~  theories of  language which 
require a, faith-commitment which is iricolnpatible with traditional 
Christian theology, j t  is essential t ha t  people in  the comnllu~lity of faith 
approach the problem of languagc, ultiluately to discover. the  theological 
foundation upon which i t  rests.  I believe tha t  Hamilton's book wilI prove 
to be a. rrlost helpful guide in discovering (or  re-discoveri~lg) I.hat founda- 
tion. 

c7071.77. F .  J071?1suu. 

THE SAVING POSSIBILITY: A Contemporary Refocusing of the  Christian 
Message. 13y Wn1. K. !\ilcElvaney. Abingdon, Xashvillc & New York, 
1971. 1.75 pages. Paper. 

If one could inject 1 John  1, 7 and 2, 2 ("The blood of Jesus  Christ, 
His  Son, cleanseth u s  from all sin" and "He is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for  our s ins only, but also for t he  s ins of the whole world") 
into "the saving  possibility" of which McElvaney tries to speak,  we  inight 
get the ship off the ground. As is, however, the  whole impact, meaning, 
weight of Christ's vicarious satisfaction for s ins i s  exchanged--apparently 
a s  outmoded a n d  irrelevant t o  contelnyorary man-for a theologizing tha t  
combines s t r ange  theological threads or s trands,  stretching all  the  way 
back from Til l ich through Schleiermacher t o  grlosticisl~l! Consider this  
example a s  a case in point: "For  Christian faith, t ha t  all-in-all, t ha t  center, 
tha t  final point  of reference which constitutes the  source, mat r ix ,  and  
meaning of man 's  lifc is the  all-encompassing Whole, the  inclusive Life, 
o r  God." (p. 2 6 )  Shades of t h e  "pleroma" of gnosticism or t h e  "omega 
point" of Tei lhard  de Chardin! Not unexpectedly, while McElvaney makes 
no apology for by-passing ent irely the saving Gospel, h e  opts for  univer- 
salism i n  h is  a t tempt  to  reshape the "gospel." In  brief, t he  book is far off 
base when judged Scripturally and  the basic articles of Christ ian fai th.  

I t  does illustrate, however, how s devotee of Tillich conceives of his  
pastoral task  i n  a Methodist parish. The "humanizing" of life on every 
level, for  the  individual, the  community, t he  world, becomes the  bearing 
point for  the author. Many of h i s  concerns i n  this  a rea  are  undoubtedly 
valid, and often he  phrases t hem with a felicitous t u r n  of phrase,  e.g.: 
"Perhaps happiness is a family dedicated to  t h e  life-style of serving t h e  



I L ~ ? , L C I . ? L  ?.(LC(?. rather than the rat Yncc of pnt t ing  ns lnuch distance between 
ourselves a n d  the 'uriwelco~rie society' as we can" (2. 144). Rut  the  love- 
lessness which he  laments i n  this present aeon h's no  real  cnre, we \vould 
insist, except in the  grace of God in Christ Jesus, "who ga've 1-Iimself for  
our sins, t ha t  he iniglit deliver us from th is  preseric evil world, according 
to the will of God slid our  Father." (Gal. 1, 4 )  Sud  we know the apostle 
Paul's judgment against  and feelings about any other  kind of "gospel!" 
(v. 9 ) .  

fi;. F'. Klug 

KAKT 1)ICTIONARY. Nvrr i s  Stockhammer. Philosophical Library, N e w  
York, 1972. 241  pages. Cloth. $10.00. 

Cod created the world fo r  the pursuit of knowledge, wrote Irnma.nue1 
Kani .  This  dictionary by Professor Stockhammer. i s  a va.luahle tool t owards  
the achievement of tha t  goal in the  r c a l ~ n  of K a ~ l t i a n  studies.  The  ent r ies  
in the  dictionary a r c  dcsigried to provide n concise tool of penetration i n t o  
Kant's system of thought. Since this  system is so very complex in thought ,  
a s  well a s  pondemus in linguistic expression, this book will he welcon~ed by  
any person who is intcrested in delving into the  thought  world of the 
Panlous I'russian philosopher. Any wri ter  who undertakes such a pro jec t  
a.s this  im~ilediately faces the  problenl of selectivity. T h e  body of K a n t i a n  
l i terature is filled with concepts, terms, meanings, definitioxls, aghorisms,  
and phrases which tend to ay)l)ear a bit bewildering t o  t hc  reader. D r a w i n g  
from ninetet:n works of Kant ,  the a.ut,hor h a s  extracted sufficient e n t r i e s  
to give a clear exl~osition of Kant's dualistic philosophy. Some entries are 
well-known: "l.)uty is t ha t  action to which s person i s  obligated." Some 
entries a r e  not so famil iar :  "All dumb intoxication that  does ncc a n i m a t e  
social conscr\'ation is discreditable. 

.T077.?1. .F. Jo7~n..so?t 
---~-.- 

THE IINHERITANCE-\l7HAT CATI-IOLICS BELIEVE.  By Martin X 
Lang.  Geo. A. Pflaum, Publisher, 1970. 1.28 pages. Paper .  S.95. 

A popularly written commentary on Roman Catholicisnl, this l i t t l e  
book represents ~os t -Va t i can  I1 theology. The  Lu the ran  reader will f i n d  
many things for which to be grateful. There a r e  genuine at t .en~pts  t o  
express something of t he  fullncss of the New Testament fa i th  which b e f o r e  
Vatican I1 l ~ y  pretty much uncovered in Roman at tempts to theologize. A 
Lutheran  theologian will, however, differ wi th  some concepts in this  book .  
The  chapter  on Revelatior1 and Jesus opens the door to a valid knowledge  
of God apar t  fro111 Jesus Christ. It also states t h a t  God made h imse l f  
known in  Jesus "insofar as he was capable of being revealed in a s i n g l e  
person." God also reveals hi~rlself i n  flowers, trees, a n d  every n e w - b o r n  
child, 11. 27. The chapter on Protestant ism is a, fa i r  a t tempt  to give a 
Rornan Catholic Christian sonic idea of wha t  it's all  about ;  i t  is, however ,  
too superficial. 

Joh?i ,  . I f 1 .  Joh?ts on 
- - - --- -- - - . - 

SEPARATED BRETHREN. By William J. Whalen. Our Sunday Visitor, 
Inc., North Plaza, Huntington, Indiana  46750, 1972, 302 pages. Paper. 
$2.95. 



This is a ra ther  popular survey of Protestant ,  Lutheran,  Anglican, 
Orthodox, Old Catholic, Jewish and other religious groups in the United 
States. I t  is a fairly wri t ten book, althoug!~ the  anthor reveals some 
ignorance of l;lleological fine points. H i s  chapter  on basic disagreenients 
i s  written froill a p~oilounced Roman Catholic point of view, although h e  
does not hest iate  to 13oint to some crying abuses which led to t he  Reforma- 
tion. 

J?y and large,  the anthor attenlpts to be totally objective. This  is a 
handy ~ n a n u a l  for  sonleone interested in t he  origin and theological position 
oT a particular church body. I t  elaborates 011 t he  1)rincipal tenets and 
practices of various groups as they seek to relate to ea.c:h other .  

J o t z ? ~  .F'. Joh:it son. 

AFLMIWIUS: A Study i n  the Dutch Reformation. R y  Carl Bangs. Xbingdo~l 
Press, Nashville & S e w  York, 1971. 882 ya.ges. Cloth. Indexed. $9.95. 

Quite possibly Arininius was less "Arlninian" than sonic of his  
Arininian disciples who latcr  stood in his  defense or  built on liis writing. 
At least Bangs has thc? c'vident,, i f  not o])enly avowed, 1)urpose of wiping 
away niany of the  faulty and inadequate notions, aspersions, and  appraisals 
t ha t  have at tached thernsclves to -4rnlinius' name. Uuch too sinlplistic is 
the  usual historical analysis t h a t  "Calvinisllz came in, Arminins nearly 
ruined it, the Synod of Dort restored it:" (2,l) claims Hangs. 

-4rlninius' l ife and contribution have, i t  is t rue ,  remained a neglected 
pocket of obscurity in  the  history of theology for boo long. Bangs has  
devoted rnuch of his  ~~ro fes s iona l  life (now as professor of historical 
theology a t  St.  Pau l  School of Theology 3Iethodist in IVIissouri) to lifting 
this  cloud. Elis purpose clearly i s  twofold: first and  foremost, to  fill in  with 
firsthand, scholarly irivestigation the Illany gaps which to this  point hxvc 
largely been stuffed with secondary source material ;  and secondly, to 
paint  Arminius in  milch softer and gentler hues, as a valiant Dutch 
Etefornled pastor and  l > r o f e s s o r . , a n t i n  nothirlg Inore than to keep alive 
a more evangelical Calvinisln t h a n  that  which came out  of Geneva and 
which was then ir~fi l t rat ing the Dutch lowlands. Arininius never lived to 
see and hear t he  cor~demnation ol: his views by the  Synod of Dordrecht, 
1618-19, since hc died (aggarently of TB) in h is  prime i n  1609 (barely 50 
years old) ,  a t  t h e  height of the  controversy which ragcd around him a t  
t h e  University of Leiden where h e  had gone a f t e r  his  pastorate in  Amster- 
dam. Bangs has attempted to weave in  nuinerous details discovered in  
t h e  course of h is  on-the-scene research through old civil and  ecclesiastical 
records in Amsterdam, Leiden, Oudekvater, and inany other locations con- 
nected with Arminius'  life and  tha t  of his falllily and friends. I t  is a n  
ambitious project, for Bangs works wi t1  all  the threads---ecclesiastical, 
political, economic, social. As a result,  his eflort achieves over-ali credibility 
as a genuinely scholarly work, worthy of attention. At the same time, 
however. the mass  of detail-no doubt important  if an exhaustive chronicle 
is the main objective-loads tho  work with heaviness for t h e  average 
reader who is primarily interested in il good contemporary tlsstz~sment of 
t h e  man and  h i s  theology. With a, vested interest as a Methodist who owes 
rnuch to Arminius,  l3angs wants  his readers t o  see the harassed Dutch 



professor ns "a inari who111 they who di.d not know could not sufliciently 
esteem, whom they who did not esteem had never sufficiently known." (331)  
He achieves his goal: therc  ought be less reasor1 for ei ther  jgnorance o r  
lack of esteem af te r  a careful reading. The  fact  tha t  Refornled theology 
today h a s  in  Inany respects retreated from i ts  straight-laced stance a n d  
come closer to Armixlius' yosition on election, God's grace, and perseverance 
in  the fai th,  indicates the  rightness of Bangs' thesis. 

F o r  a Lutheran, however, he leaves a. nurnber of things in the s t a tus  
quo: election is still according to God's foreknowledge, a i~ l a t t e r  of ill twit^^ 
fic1e.i; t h e  free will of man,  enabled or  liberated by tho grace of God in t h e  
decision of faith, i s  of t he  essence in accounting for man's salvation ("grace 
rescues free will, but not without the  choice of the will t h u s  rescued" [216], 
and  "peculiar grace ought so to be explained a s  t ha t  i t  lnny be consistent 
with free will" [213] ) ; thus, "one rclsult of gracious renewal is the 
coope?.c~ti?a(/ which man does in bclicving" ( 3 4 1 )  ; and, finally, the  whole 
nlatter of the lneans of grace, Word and sacraments, as  objectively 
efficacious instruments of the Holy Spi r i t  is shoved into the proverbial 
corner, although Bangs seeks to protect Arniinus and himself against a l l  
kinds of subjectivism i n  t h e  matter  of t h e  Spirit 's work. In  spite of t h e s e  
strictures, this is a big book, a noteworthy contribution and accomplish- 
ment, meri t ing the serious attention of students of theology seeking t o  
delve fur ther  into Arminius, h is  life, work, and times-a key period in 
theological history-and thus also in to  the roots of much Wesleyan 
theology. X o  book on the  market  probably fills the bill a s  this  does: 

lTItOR1 CliRIST TO CONSTASTIKE Ry M A. S;nith. Iilter-Varsity Press, 
London, England and Downers Grove, Illinois, 1971. 208 pages. P a p e r .  
$2.95. 

T h e  traditional academic studies a t  thcological schools have been  
under. most persistent attack in the 20th century. "How to do it" courses 
appeal to the American mind with no exclusions allowed for minister ial  
training. Most surveys made among theoIogica1 students  put historical  
studies in the category of the least relevant. Smith, a former lecturer in 
theology and classics a t  Oxford, launches into the  first three centuries of 
post-apostolic history wi th  all t h e  na tura l  enthusiasm of a Baptist preacher,  
his present occupation. Most of the  problems of the  early centuries are 
handled without encumbering discussions. He is  sympathetic to orthodox 
Christianity and that  bias shines through.  (Why not?)  The  style is t h a t  
of sho r t  story writer,  so the reader can pick up and  put  down wi thou t  
penalty. Other at t ract ions include about  50 illustrations, maps, a t i m e  
char t  comparing secular and eccIesiastica1 milestones, and a glossary 
listing important names and teachings. Easy reading, i t  can be recom- 
inended for church s tudy  groups a n d  college classes. As a first n i g h t  
assignment a t  the  seminary, i t  could perk up a few history courses and 
give immediate direction. For  all it becomes necessary to retrace t h e  
steps of the saints. Ctrrrent difficulties turn out  to be replays of old ones. 
Smith's observation on Valentinus, a prominent Gnostic, "The language 
of the  New Testament survives, but t h e  words used a r e  merely connotation 



words, ilzvested ~ c ; i t h ,  n totc8lby d i f ferent  ?r/.e(ll~i?lg," (emphasis added) apply 
equally well to  the  neo-orthodox school of the 20th centnry in t h e  opinion 
of this  reviewrar. 

clps 

GETTING EEADY FOR MAKitIAGE. By David R. Mace. Abingdon Press, 
Nashville, 1972. 128 yages. Cloth. $3.75. 

This interesting volume, from the pcn of a well-known lllarriage 
counselor, is a. c o r r e s p o ~ ~ d e i ~ c e  course in prc-marital counseling. 

Following t h e  format which he uses in pre-marital counseling, Mace 
encourages the  couple to e r s l u a t e  their individual marriageability, their 
coln~atibi l i ty a s  a counle, 'iheir marital expectations, and their  marital 
adjustments. 

Says Mace: "My view is that ,  if once you can really get your inner. 
selves in tune  wi th  each other ,  you sliould be able to cope with most 
situations you a r e  confronted with" (page 106) :  

This book pleads for soul-searching and candor as  the y o u n g  man and 
wonlan assess their  p r o s ~ e c t s  f o r  hagl~incss in  marriage. 3Iace wants  the 
couple----,before rnarriage r a the r  -than after-to face and, if possible, to 
resolve sources of conflict. 

'J'his looks l ike a good book t o  hand a couple contemplating marriage. 
I t  can also serve a s  a guide for the  ast tor i n  h i s  premar i ta l  counseling 
sessions. Good a s  the  book is,  it is weak in the  a rea  of the  spir i tual  dimen- 
sion of life together. 

Nen?y J .  E f j g o l d  

CREATIVE PARENTHOOD. I-3y Frank  Cheavens. Word Books, TVaco, 
Texas, 1971. 183 pages. Cloth. $4.95. 

Cheavens is a professor of ~sycho logy  a t  t he  University of Texas, 
Arlington. This  reviewer finds books writtdn in the for111 of verbatim 
reports of group conferences tedious. 

However, Cheavens i s  boundingly optinlistic. H e  gives minu te  direc- 
tions about wha t  parents can  do  creatively to give children advantages in 
growth. Ile i s  a, believer in t h e  doctrine of t he  infinite perfectability of 
man. The book i s  filled wi th  usable suggestions for  child rearing.  A one- 
sentence summary :  give affection, allow freedom and set  s good example. 
Attitudes produce behavior. 

What  then  of religion in t h e  process of developing at t i tudes? Cheavens 
has  a chapter which extols t h e  advantages to  mental  heal th of "a vital 
religious faith." The  Christ ian educator will find the author 's  definition 
of a vital fa i th  quite deficient. Nevertheless t h e  inclusion of t h i s  chapter 
gives one a conveilient handle.  By  infusing a discussion of Scriptural 
teachings and specific Gospel one  could very well. use this book as a basis 
for  a Parent  Guidance Class in a congregation's adul t  education program. 



VOICES FROM THE OPEN DOOIt. As recorded by Margaret  Scott  Routs. 
The  Christopher Publishing I-Iouse, IXiorth Quincy, h:Iasu., 1972. 360 
pages. Cloth. $6.50. 

These a re  not voices from heaven.; nor a r e  tiley 12ricfc a.u.9 det. Hoelle 

(transl.  f rom the Daaish)  ; but they purport to be messages from a n  
intermediate world "that  the churches know nothing about." No Illere 
intcrniediate stale! Here the angels frequently come to instruct  a n d  
correct, for "these angels were once men upon the  earth." Clothing i s  
worll and baths are taken, and one voice avers tha t  it. would wish t o  
have owncd such a Iiousc on earth! There i s  110 return to e a r t h  from t h e  
land of sorlIs or  spiritual beings who liave left their  bodies i n  the  graves. 
They have had  their resurrection and have a body suited to  t h e  new s ta te .  1 There is music and dancing and ganies of all kinds, hilt no sk inny digping; 
for this the spiritual bodies wear bathing sui ts!  Many are the re  with n o  
pl*evious conception of God, but instruction is g i w n  for  heaven. One voice 
was amazed tha t  Uie church in the natural world takes so l i t t le  interest i n  
the wondc!rful trut.hs rcvealcd. I t  is I(?arlied tha t  "the world will not b e  
destroyed, but  that heaven rests on the earth a.s upon a foundation." I n  
the first s tage there is eating and drinking, b u t  only in  appearance ( a s  i n  
h'riefe) and "until we find the t rue  source of food and dr ink ,  by finding 
the Lord's love and truth." The  voice oC a popular M.E. Preacher  confesses 
tha t  he  was mistaken on ear th  in expecting. a resurrection of the na turaI  
body. R e  finds that. blind faith is no help and  refers to such  dogmas as 
"that man can be ma.de a new creature? in a moment, by fa i th  alone; t h a t  
nlan can he  saved by mcre mercy; that  dead a n d  decomposed bodies can  
be brought together and raised by a fiat of the  Almighty." 

I t  is evident that  not only should the spir i ts  be tried, but  t he  "voices" 
also. Another voice offers information on this  score. There  i s  cornmunica- 
tion from the  spirit: world. "Evil spirts car1 read from a n y  one's memory, 
as from an open hook, whatever has been thought, o r  hea rd  by t h a t  
person, and draw their own conclusions, t h a t  a r e  a r t fu l ly  present.ed i n  a 
w a y  to confuse the bewilder.'' For this reason Swedenborg warns  against  
"seekimg" comniunication with the spirits! At first t he re  was direct  
comrnu~lication in the church, but it was closed "because m a n  inclined to 
the love of h is  selfhood (pride in the gif t )  . . . This made i.t necessary fo r  
the Lord to provide a written revelation." Wha t  a can of worms! 

O t t o  F.  XtohZlce 

13ETWEEN CHRIST AND SATAN. BY K u r t  Koch. Kregal  Publications, 
Grand Rapids, Nichigan, 1971. 192 pages. Paper. $1.25. 

The  authol- presents close to two hundred cases on record in which 
some form of demonism is prominent. As h e  discusses fortune telling, 
magic, spiritism, healing miracles, and occult l i terature, t he  author makes  
a very convincing case for  the existence of Sa tan  and  h i s  workings in 
human beings today. The  reader is finally confronted wi th  the  necessity of 
reevaluating the emphasis which the Scriptures place on the  reality of the 
Spir i t  of God and evil spirits. This book reminds one of the advise of 
C. S. Lewis who remarked that  there a re  two errors  i n  which  men can f a l l  
with regard to devils. One is to disbelieve in them; the o ther  is to feel an 



excessive interest  in  thern. T h e  concluding chapter  discusses actual  cases 
and testimonies of' healing and  deliverance through the Lord Jesus  Christ.  

John  2'. Jol~szson 

LEARNING TO LIVE F R O M  THE -4Cl'S. BY Eugenia. Price. Lippincott, 
1970. 1GO pages. Cloth. $3.95. 

Written by  thc  author  of "Learni,zg t o  Live f?-OWL t7te GospeZs," th is  
book is a n  a t t empt  to find grea t  and s i ~ n p l e  helps for daily living. ''I find 
little or no doctr ine in t h e  Acts, but  I do find life," writes Miss Price. The  
book is a sinlplc, running  coinrnentary on Acts, laced wi th  applications 
and contemporary observations. Peter's words t h a t  we ought t o  obey God 
rather  than  m e n  are  applied to  Dr. Martin Lu the r  King "\vho spoke and 
acted a s  did Peter. and the  early apostles . . . Ultimately they killed hinl 
too," (p. 29).  While  Miss Pr ice  purports to place much emphasis on the  
reality of the Holy  Spir i t  in t h e  Christian coinmunity she unfortunately 
comes off' r a the r  badly when s h e  tries to explain the central fact upon 
which the whole book rests,  namolv, the resurrection of our Lord.  

THE JESUS REVOLUTIOK. By Wrn. S. Ca.nnon, editor. Rroadnlan Press. 
Nashville, 1971. 144 pages. Cloth. $4.95. 

The mer i t  of this  book is i ts  atteinpt to explain the "Jesus Revolution" 
while i t  is s t i l l  going on. ( F o r  additional coverage see: CIIRISTIANITY 
TODAY, J a n u a r y  7, 1972, where eight books on the  "Jesus Movement" a r e  
reviewed; also, November 5, 1971, for Billy Graham's analysis; and  TIME 
on "Jesus IZevolution," June  21, 1971, and  "Children of God,'.' J anua ry  24, 
1972). Broadman Press (Bap t i s t ) ,  through Wm.  S. Cannon, one of i t s  
editors, wants  Baptists and  other  evangelicals t o  see that  " there i.s a 
world of need i n  the hear t s  of those kids" and tha t  the "revolution" is 
telling the: churches to get  off their proverbiaI haunches to meet  and  
capitalize on t h e  challenge. :I:)oes what is happening today compare with 
the great revivals of the  mid-nineteenth century? Thc authors  feel t ha t  
there is some similar i ty,  a n  outpouring of the  Spi r i t  in a special way, as 
does Graham, apparently. I n  view of the  whipped-up enlotioil there is 
need, according to  the authors  (Cannon has  drawn in several w h o  have 
been on the  f ront ie r  of t h e  happening) ,  for the  churches to provide both 
leadership and  sound Biblical undergirding. T h e  nlovemenl is traced to  
several beginnings, among them the  Haight-Ashbury (California) "happen- 
ing" in 1967, a n d  the  Ashbury  College (Wilmore, Ky.) revival of 1970. 
Cannon realizes t h a t  t he  book h a s  a kind of patchwork r ~ a k e - u p ,  but h i s  
chief emphasis i s  sustained anyway, namely, t h a t  the churches ought t o  
utilize, not fear ,  the  enthusiasm which has appeared among youth  who 
a re  turned on for  Jesus and  P,ible s tudy and away from drugs and  loose 
morals. Interestingly, and  in  i t s  favor, while t h e  book makes much of 
t he  fact tha t  t h i s  may be "a genuine, honest movement of the Spirit of 
God," it puts t h e  damper on glossolalia and charismatics in general, as 
well a s  all  cultic notions a n d  tendencies. 

E. F. KZug 



DESPAIR: A MOMENT OR A WAY 03' LIFE? 13y C. Stephen Evans. 
Inter-Varsity Press, Downers Grove, Ill., 1971. 135 pages. Paperback. 

"An existential quest for  hope" is the  way the young (vintage 1 4 4 8 ! )  
author describes his work. Quite possibly i t  reflects his  own struggle w i t h  
themes, moods, and streanls of thought affecting our era,  not least be ing  
existentialistic thinking and living. I t  is s good, critical analysis,weighing 
well t he  options and, to top i t  off, done i n  a lively, readable forni. Yerhaps 
little will be new to the  experts, but  t h e  book has another  audience in 
mind, t he  general reading l~ublic, particularly young intellectuals of o u r  
day. Various exponents of esistentialism--Sa.rtre, Camus, Marcel, ctc.-- 
a r e  t?valuated in the l ight  of sollie of the i r  most notablt-, l i terary products ,  
and this  in  itself inakcs the  book worthwhile, as  the reader  finds himself  
picking the  brains of the chief characters in these books wi th  Evr~ns '  a r t f u l  
gnida.lice. 

Eisisientialism has  a .  problc?m, in fac t  more than  one. To s t a r t  w i t h ,  
13vans contends t,hat. t he  characters i t  portrays too often a re  "simply n o t  
~~el ievahle ,"  "not co~~vincing ,"  whcn tested against reality. What  could,  
or should, be rnore damning?! This  is t rue ,  above all, of atheistic e s i s t en -  
tialism. Fur ther ,  it fails to account for  the deeply engrained sense of 
oughtness o r  i ~ o r a l  order that  mankind lives with. While existent ial is t ic  
thinkers  rnay excel in portraying the pall of despair and so-called nlean- 
inglessness of human existence-because i t  finally anit absurdly has  n o  
esi t  b u t  death, and thus  n o  purpose and reason for living--they f a i l  
utterly to provide any  answer for the ahsnrdity t h e y  call life. They o f f e r  
nothing to enrich life or give i t  a sense of purpose. I-raving discourl ted 
God and  rejected objective morality a s  stemming from divine Will, t h e y  
are  hopelessly stymied. Evans is concerried to show, on the one h a n d ,  
that  this  technique, to adopt despair a s  a way of life, i s  not only a l i v i n g  
deat.h, hilt a fiction--just as  much as the  Atarxian notion tha t  the over- 
coming of man's alienation through a classless society leads to a u t o p i a  
of human freedoni and  ecluality-; and,  on the other hand, that  t h e r e  i s  
hoge for man in tha t  Nan through Whom man's guilt  has  been a t o n e d ,  
God's only Son. The last  chapter on Christ ian hoge is weakenod s o m e w h a t  
by the  author 's  psychologizing of fa i th  in  terms of a n  ovsrenlphasis or1 
tfio capacity of inan for choosing God and the Ear th ian  notion of nlnn 
"becoming man" by th is  choice--as i f  he wasn't Inan before! Apart fro111 
certain theological soft  spots like these, however, the  book is s t i ~ n u l a t i n g  
sort  of apologetic for t he  Christian answer to life. 

iVIAN, MILIEU ANI) MISSION I N  ARGENTINA. By Arno W. Enns. A Close 
Look a t  Church Growth. Williani 13. Eerdmans Publishing C o m p a n y ,  
Grand Rapids, 1971. 258 pages. Paper.  $3.95. 

Arno Enns writes a n  information-packed manual  on the P r o t e s t a n t  

churches active i n  Argentina. The  author  was appointed a miss ionary  of 
the Conservative Baptis t  Foreign Mission Society and  has s e r v e d  in 
Argent ina  since 1955. His  chapter on the Con~ervati~e Baptists reveals that 
this  body has lnade very slow progress since 1900, increasing s o m e w h a t  
since 1950. The  Missouri Synod Mission-District has  made a s t e a d y  and 



consistent growth since 1910, numbering 12,611 communicant members. 
However, i t  h a s  until  recently served its own ethnic group primarily. The 
author applies sociological judgments to the  various situations before him, 
though they m a y  hardly be appropriate. If Protestant  churches can make 
an  outreach to  the  non-Protestant today, i t  does not follow tha t  they could 
have done so equally in past  decades. As tenant  farmers more and more 
moved to the cities; they also adopted the  Spanish language, and most 
of the services a re  becoming Spanish ;  there is also a growing interest in 
the evangelization of the  non-German population. For  example, the mem- 
bers of the Belgrano church, a Buenos Aires suburb, a re  now spending one 
Saturday a month  a t  door-to-door tract distribution. "They invite the 
leisurely Argentine suburbanite  t o  a post-siesta meeting a t  4 o'clock Sunday 
afternoon. A service a t  11 o'clock in the  morning would cut into the sleep 
and large Sunday  dinner." 

Of special interest is t h e  Pentecostal movement, whose growth was 
minimal from 1914 to 1954. An upswing occurred which leveled off in 
1958-1961, but  from 1961 to the  present there has  been phenomenal growth. 
The 1967 stat is t ics  reveal 98,472 communicant members in  16 separate 
bodies. A Brazilian specialist traces this  growth in  part  to t h e  excellent 
understanding of the central position of the  woman in the La t in  family 
and society. Spectacular miracles of tongues and  healing are also reported. 
A presidential guard, and even J u a n  ~ e r o - n  himself, was reported healed. 
Enns reports t h a t  the  Pentecostals give the  Holy Spirit  f ree reign, but 
"deintellectualize" the  Gospel. T h e  youth is led to rebel against  t he  sinful 
world, not aga ins t  the  elders. Mother churches and  satellites a r e  featured. 

Enns finds tha t  "the passionate concerns of the international Church 
are  not conducive to evangelism and church growth. Grand and costly 
ecumenical meetings a r e  "luxuries of t he  established non-growing 
Churches." Amen! But  we m u s t  not be ready to emulate t he  Pentecostal 
churches in  the i r  doings. All t h a t  glitters is not gold. Jesus warned of false 
teachers and  the i r  successes in  t h e  lat ter  times. Are the Pentecostals filling 
the hearts of men  with more carna l  hopes t h a n  spiritual? T h e  Soko Gakkai 
in Japan also have a phenomenal success. Perhaps  we have h a d  too much 
"tenacious resistance to innovation . . . these golden calves of the. status quo 
and traditional programs" ( E n n s ) ,  but all the  vigorous scolding of the 
frustrated a n d  pessimistic ecumenical will not  revitalize t h e  Gospel. If 
we plant and  water,  God will  give the  increase. 

O t t o  F.  Xtahlke 

THE CONSCIENCE O F  A CHRISTIAN. By T. B. Matson. Word Books, 
Waco, Texas, 1971. 157 pages. Cloth. $3.95. 

The name "T. B. Matson" has been around in Protestant  circles for  
50 years, t h e  first 40 of which were spent  a s  professor of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. The  fourteenth and latest work  of the 
prolific ethicist consists of 60 essays, each a n  average length of one and 
a half pages. Attractively a n d  appealingly done, topics include a wide 
range from "Churches and  T a x  Exemption" to "The Sovereignty of God 
and Social Concern." Directed t o  the laity, the book lays the stress on 
application, going somewhat lightly on t h e  theological basis. T h e  argu- 
ment against  capital punishment  on the  sp i r i t  of t he  New Tes tament  seems 



weak. Another argument in the same vein which suggests t h a t  the Jews 
had to use capital punishment because of the lack of prisons was  a n  entirely 
new idea for  this  reader. I t  seems to be on the same order  a s  throwing 
out old fish because of the  lack of refrigeration. Here a re  a few representa- 
tive opinions: abortions allowed for incest and  rape, but wi th  no  thelogical 
reasons offered; conscientious objectors should receive the  a id  of the i r  
congregations; married women should not work;  s tay  poIitically inde- 
pendent in order to be in a swing position. T h e  success of t he  advice 
column in the  American daily papers shows tha t  most people want  shor t  
decisive answers to their problems. Matson's book will sha re  in this  
success. 

d P S  

FULL CIRCLE. By David R. Mains. Word Books, MTaco, Texas, 1971. 217 
pages. Cloth. $4.95. 

FULL CIRCLE will find a ready audience anlong the pastors t rying 
to maintain the last strongholds of a beIeaguered Protestant ism in the 
deteriorating cores of the  big city. Author Mains, founder and  pastor of 
Circle Church, not f a r  from Chicago Campus of the University of Illinois, 
describes the founding, failures, and successes of a n  inner-city church. 
Featured in Time and other national magazines, the church has  received 
nation wide attention. Since the church is continuing to lose ground in 
the central cities, Mains' experiences cannot be overlooked. One lesson 
learned, "fundamentalism" can be relevant! 

d p s  

WARS AND RUMORS O F  WARS. BY Roger L. Shinn.  Abingdon Press, 
Nashville and New York, 1972. 298 pages. Cloth. $5.95. 

The  Union Theological Seminary professor of social ethics has con- 
structed his  discussion of war  around two different but  complementary 
parts. The first is a reconstruction of h is  own imprisonment by the 
Germans in  the  last four months of the war. In  the lat ter  par t ,  he reflects 
upon the meaning of war  from the viewpoint of a theological professor 
who was a colleague of Reinhold Niebuhr a n d  now holds t h e  chair named 
in  his honor. I t  reflects the  anti-war mood of the  late  sixties. The purpose 
of the imprisonment diary is to evoke sympathy in the  reader  against t he  
horrors of war. T ry  a s  he  may  to show otherwise, Shinn's portrai t  of his  
German captors is generally favorable and sympathetic. Red Cross packages 
came to the  prisoners as regularly as possible. German officers a re  aristo- 
cratic, but care for the welfare of the prisoners. Worship i s  allowed and  
the mail goes through. No war  is rosy, but  how many of these benefits 
have been allowed for Americans imprisoned in Viet Nam?  

Shinn is against war, but  the reason seems to be based on his opposi- 
tion to  a not  well defined concept of violence, a te rm applied to a host  
of evils, e.g., rich robbing the  poor. His  analysis of several trials of w a r  
objectors is good, though a solution for the problem is not  forthcoming. 
He suffers along with many of his contemporaries in  t h a t  h e  knows t h e  
anti-war cliches, but he cannot plunge beneath the  superficial. Yes, w a r  
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i s  a disease of society, but it is a disease to which each individual has  
contributed. (Original s in.)  The  latter never comes through. The subject 
and  format of Shinn's  book a re  promising, but fail  to give t h e  Christian 
concrete theological principles. Someone else will have to tackle t he  job. 
This reviewer w a s  convinced by Shinn's arguments for conscientious 
objectors for  selective wars. This  seems to have more going for i t  than  
total objection. L ike  many Protestants, passages concerning peace, etc. 
a r e  applied to t h e  anti-war slogans in a way which the text would never 
allow. But  we have  learned to live with that.  

dPs 
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