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BOOK REVIEWS 
I. BIBLICAL STUDIES 

.THE VITALITY OF OLD TESTAMENT TRADITIONS. By Walter Bruegge- 
mann & Hans Wolff. John Knox Press, Atlanta, 1975. 155 pages. Paper. 
54.95. 

%'his volulne contains three chapters written by Hans Wolff, Professor of 
Old Testament a t  the University of Heidelberg, and four chapters by Walter 
Br-~leggenlann. Pl.ofessor 2nd Dean of Academic Affairs at Eclen Theological 
Seminary, Webstcr G~.ovcs, Missouri. 

Accor-ding to the preface the 01-ganization of this book was conceived by 
l~l-ofessors Wolff ancl Drneggemann when Dr.  Wol ff was teaching a t  Concorclia 
Sernin;ll,y, St. Lollis, in the fa l l  of 1973. 'The Heidelberg pl.ofessor a t  that time 
tII-gecl thc colleagues a t  Concol.di;~ Seminary (now Senlinex) "to stand for the 
gospel just as the Confessing Chur-ch had done in its ordeal under- Nazi 
I-ecrimination i~ilcl threat." "Since that fall, those of 11s who lived through the 
cl.isis ; ~ t  the seminary have viewecl i t ,  anlong other things, as :L dispute about 
hel-enieneutical p~.esuppositions ancl cxegetical method. The  issue in that dis- 
ptltc, as in these essays, is thc vitality which always leads the community to  
new a[-lirmations ant1 new depths of faith, because the tradition is always o n  
the move in new situations. WolK's hel-emeneutical posture, both free and faith- 
f t ~ l .  loonis 1ar.ge as one that can help the church to clo its WOI-k and confess its 
faith ;~ncl sing its doxologies" (pp .  8-9) .  

One of the major pill-poses of this volunle is to  defend the Docilmentary 
Hypothesis ant1 to surnma~-ize the contributions especial1 y of Von Rad and 
Wolf? to Pentnteuchal 01- Mexnteuchal criticism. 

I f  this reviewer has understood what these two Old 'Testament scholars 
havc w~,itten, it is the coniniunity which has created the theological views that 
a I-c founcl in the Olcl Testament. T h e  average pastor and theological student 
will not lincl this milter.ial easy reading because the Pentnteuchal documents 
w1.e not co1.1-ectly app~ehendetl by earlier Old 'l'estament students, but now 
thro1.1gh the efro1.1~ and insights of von Rncl, WolfJ, ancl Br~~eggemann,  the 
Pentateuch is desc~.ihetl as treilsury of new cxpl-essions of faith, which have 
r.esultecl fi-om conilicls between traditional formulas and changing social condi- 
tions. " A s  ncw situations arose, Hebrew theologians brought oirt new vitality 
in ancient 11-aclitions by  restating basic beliefs to provide g ~ ~ i d n n c e  for. the 
tii~les. This succession of a r.eligious tradition's vigorous, 1.elevant responses t o  
social challenges is preserved in the Pentateuch, making it n scene-by-scene 
account of Israel's joirrney of faith'' (quoted from back cover of the book).  

The views espressecl in this volume completely disregard the clear state- 
rnents of the I'entateuch, ; ~ n d  what the l'enlateuch describes as having been 
given by God to Moses now becomes the creation of Israel's theologians. When 
any person, bc he professo~ or- unsophisticated reader, ignores the plain as- 
sertions of the text, he can niitke the Sc~.iptu~.e say anything he wishes. 

'The whole concept of a constantly changing set of teachings is no t  in har- 
rnolly with the Bible. lievelation ceased with the completion of the New Testa- 
ment Scripti1r.e~. However, it is the contention of Brueggernann that the church 

OF today can setnain spiritually alive only i f  it is prepared to meet new crises 
wi th  "Eresh i l~~fict~lat ions of  faith," just as the chi[cir.en of Israel are alleged to  
have done. 



This book is ~ c a l l ~  advocating the view of the "inspired community," a 
view which accords to the church the ability to create new formulations which 
might be different from those found in the New Testament. H o w  this works 
can be seen by looking at  what has been transpiring in American Protestantism 
and American Lutheranisn~. Jesus said: "All they that take the sword shall 
perish by the sword." Modern churches are opposed to capital punishment. 
Paul described hon~osexuality as a serious sin; many modern churches say that 
its practice is normal and not sinful. The Bible forbids murder; rnany chi~rches 
support abortion. 

In  his concluding chapter Brueggemann refers to the conflict between 
"fundan1entalists" and critical scholarship relative to the Documentary Hy- 
pothesis. The  only proponent cited on behalf of the fundamentalist position is 
Walter Wink, Tlrc Bible i r l  I-i~clnar~ Ti~crlr.rfoi~r.iialioi~, who in the first chapter of 
his book wrote negatively about the Graf-Wellhausen Hypothesis. Why not a t  
least allow the render to check the objections against the D ~ ~ n r n e n t i l r y  Ho-  
pothesis by citing the volumes of Ungel-, Young, Harrison, Archer, ancl other 
scholit I-S? 

4 s  i1 hesemene~~lical manual any render wishing to learn a reliable 
method fo r  the interpretation of Scripture will be greatly disappointed, for  
he[-c he will find out that truth is always changing, that nothing is certain in 
theology but the fact of change. The views expressed here are in hasniony 
with those of Process Philosophy. 

Xuyrnorzd I;. S~cl.bro.g 

PAIlADlSE TO PRISON. STUDIES IN GENESIS. By John J .  Davis. Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids, 1975. 363 pages. Cloth. 57.95. 

Although the Book of Genesis has been under attack for over a century as 
a book containing myths and legends whose historical basis are suspect unless 
provctl tl-ue by Near Eastern data, the Bible's first book stjll is the subject of 
exposition. T h e  power inherent in Genesis is undoubtedly not only in "the 
cosmic scope of its themes, the majestic imagery of its poelsy, and the warm 
clrarna of its narrrttive" but especially in its surpassing achievement as  the com- 
nlt~nication of t r ~ ~ t h  by God to man.  

Those who are of a conservative persuasion will find this commentary 
useful and worthwhile. It is a commentary which laymen, college o r  seminary 
students, pl.ofessors ;~ncl ministers will welcome. John J. Davis, professor of 
Old 'restanlent and Hebrew a t  Grace Theological Seminary, Winona Lake, 
Indiana, is committed to an evangelical view of the Pentateuch, convinced of 
its Mosaic authorship. He has authored six volumes and articles for  various 
periodicals. Davis hr:s pi~rticipated frequently in archaeological expeditions to  
the Holy Lantl and was staff rnember of the Rnddana expedition jn Israel 
in 1974. 

In this commentary Davis has drawn together a body of data usually re- 
garcied as  the bailiwick of  scholars and made it  not  only tolerable but eminently 
useful for  laymen. The  author has marshalled selections from ancient Near  
Eastern literature, geogr-nphical phenomena, and ar~chaeological artifacts for  
the illustration of  the text. 

'The reader will find that Davis' treatment of the first eIeven chapters of 
Genesis, for  some time the focus of higher criticism's attack on  the historicity, 
facticity, and reliability of the period f rom creation to the call of Abraham, 



especially thorough. The author sees chapters 1 - 1  1 as  historically and scientifi- 
cally sound and theologically crucial. 

Pni,udi.~c! to Prisotz has more than forty-five charts, maps, drawings, and 
photographs. The z~n~bitious student will find more of something which has 
characterized the works of Davis, namely, n generous bibliography. 'The pastor 
and Sunday school teacher will find potential spiritual applications. 

Because of limited space the Biblical text is not quoted to any extent; the 
reader therefore will need to have a Bible at hand as he reads this new Genesis 
commentary. 

Rayrt-lotlrl F. S141.brrt.g 
-- - 

SYMP0S:IUM ON CREATION V.  Edited by Donald W. Patten. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, 1975. 135 pages. Paper. $2.95. 

This is the fifth of the symposia on creation of which Donald Patten edited 
numbers 11-V. N ~ l n ~ b e r  V, like the previous volumes, contains a variety of 
articles, written by nien of faith who itre also men of science. Twenty-three 
different authors contributed a total of thirty-seven essays to the five syniposia. 
Arnong scholars from the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod the names of 
Drs. Klotz and P. A. Zirnn~ernlan will be found. Many different 1.eligious cle- 
nonlinations are represented among the contributors in 'ihese five symposia. 

"Some tlatrt come from rocks, some from the heavens, some from master- 
fully designed biological structures, some from ancient history, and some from 
more recent history. Some of the information is practical and some theoretical. 
Some essays stress assumptions, other conclusions." 

MatesiaI in these five volunzes wouId be helpful for courses in apologetics 
and also in interpretation courses treating the first eleven chapters of Genesis. 
The editor believes that the article of Gordon Holmes Fraser's, "The Gentile 
Names of Ciocl," is outstanding and if his conclusions are correct would com- 
pletely rule out the evolution of religion. 

Those of our readership interested in the evolution question and the re- 
lationship of scientific evidence and data to the Bible will find articles dealing 
with these important concerns. All contributors accept the account of creation 
given in Genesis 1 and 2 as true to the facts and the Flood as one of the great 
judgments of Goct on mankind and universal in extent. 

IN THE BEGINNING; GOD . . . ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON 
GENESIS. By Cliffol-d Wilson. Revised Edition. Baker Book House, 1975. 
142 pages. Paper-. $2.50. 

Clifford Wilson is the former director of the Australian Institute of 
Archaeology and presently the dil-ector of Word of Truth Productions, Balls- 
ton Spa, New Yor-k. 

This volume is written from an evangelical perspective. The author deals 
with many questions that have been raised about matters treated and referred 
to jn Genesis 1-1 1 ,  chaptess Wilson accepts as recording true events and as 
dealing with actual occurrences. 

By means of the catechetical method a vast array of questions and answers 
about "the beginning" have been asked and answered. Dr. Wilson responds to 
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each question fairly and open-mindedly. Often he allows a variety of answers. 
'To this reviewer many of his answers on Chapter 1 were disappointing and 
unacceptable. 

Wilson personally believes that the flood was universal in character but 
he will allow others to hold that it was local. The author's interest in archae- 
ology evinces itself in his treatment of archaeological data as they reIate to 
the first past of Genesis. A brief bibliogra_nhy concludes this effort "to satisfy 
the curiosity, stimulate, and strengthen the Christian faith of Christians who 
are seeking enlightened answers to crucial questions on science and the Bible." 

Raymond F.  Sui.burg 

JOSHUA AND THE FLOW O F  BIBLICAL HISTORY. By Francis A. 
Schaeffer. Interval-sity Press, Downers Grove, IlIinois, 1975. 215 pages. 
Paper. $3.95. 

JOSHUA AND T H E  FLOW O F  BIBLICAL HISTORY. A STUDY GUIDE. 
By Francis A. Schaeffer, Downers Grove, Illinois, 1975. 31 pages. Paper. 
s.95. 

In the opening paragraph Schaeffer asserts: "Joshua is an important book 
for many reasons-for the history it records and for its internal teaching. But 
what makes the book of Joshua overwhelmingly important is that it stands as 
a bridge, a link between the Pentateuch (the writings of Moses) and the rest 
of Scripture. I t  is crucial for understanding the unity the Pentateuch has with 
all that follows it, including the New Testament" (p. 9) .  

In this volume Schaeffer of the L'Abri Fellowship in Switzerland has 
written an interpretation of the Rook of Joshua which is not only highly in- 
formative but which shows how useful Old Testament books can be for 
Biblical study and for teaching important Christian tsuths. Here the reader 
will find an interesting biographical study of one of God's leaders who ap- 
peared at a crucial time in the history of God's Old Testament people. Here the 
readers will find answered questions like these: How did Israel understand 
its relationship to God? What impact did this have on future generations? 
Schaeffer gives a fine demonstration of using Scripture to expound Scripture. 
Schaeffer's applications are excellent. 

The major drawback of this volun~e is the author's espousal of the mil- 
lennium and those positions which usually are part and parcel of millenni a l' ~sm.  
Schaeffer believes that there will be n general conversion of the Jews in the 
fut1ir.e (pp. 56, 113). 

Pastors and Bible class teachers will find the book useful and inspirational. 
The book is n sequel to Schaeffer's Gcnesis irz  Spacc utzd Time, which discusses 
the flow of biblical history in the first eleven chapters of Genesis. 

REMEMBER THY CREATOR. By G. Richard Culp. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids, 1975. 207 pages. Paper. $3.95. 

The author of this volume is s licensed osteopathic physician. H e  is also 
a licensed minister of the gospel, as well as coeditor of Ctu.istiutz Fanlily Maga- 
zine. When Dr. Culp entered college in 1937, he was an evolutionist and a non- 



Christian. However, when he graduated from Purdue University he was a 
creationist and a Christian. On the basis of his collegiate experience he be- 
came convinced that evolution is a powerful force that r~nsettles Christians and 
turns non-Christians away from redemption through Christ. 

Retncrnb~r.  T h y  Crcator thoroughly analyzes the various theories of evolu- 
tion, which he presents fairly and objectively. Culp emphasized the fact that 
there is no real conflict and lack of harmony between true science and the 
Bible. In endeavoring to find out the truth concerning creation, i t  is necessary 
to distinguish philosophical speculations from the irrefutable truth of the Bible, 
God's inspir-ed and inessant Word. 

Dr. Culp presents the arguments of evolutionists from embryology, nstron- 
omy, the fossil record, anthropology, genetics, and the laws of inheritance. The 
proof for the stability of the species should prove helpful for stuclents and 
laymen who are exposed to these arguments supposedly buttressing and sup- 
porting evolution. The author contends that evidence from these various :xien- 
tific fields establish the truth of the Genesis creation account. F~.ed S. BI-enne- 
man, M.D.. in the forword to the vol~lme slates (p.  12) : 

It is noteworthy that Dr. Culp ably shows the warpjng effect of the theory 
of evotution. The teaching of this unscientific philosophical speculation has 
res~rlted in a closed-minded dogmatism. As an example, anthropological 
concepts are being changed to meet sociological trends. Xt is fashionable to 
exercise tolerance where there is a threat to theoretical belief, even if it is 
not basect on scientific knowledge. 

Besides csiticizing and refuting atheistic and theistic evolution, he furnishes 
evidence for divine creation as reflected in nature and in God's creatur-es. Theistic 
evolution ; ~ n d  creation-evolutionism are distinguished and separately discussed. 
'This is s good book for courses in Biblical evidences and :~pologetics and for 
the church library. 

Rnyt7lond F .  Snr-bztrg 

PSALMS 73-150. By Derek Kidner. Intervarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illi- 
nois. 1975. Pages 259-492. Cloth. $7.95. 

With this volume the Book of Psalms in the Tyndaie Old Testament Com- 
mentary Series is completed; it contains a commentary on Books 111-V of the 
Psalter. Books 1-11 wei-e treated in the volume concerned with the first seventy- 
two psalms o L ~  .the Psalter, published in September 1973. 'The reader- will need 
Volume 1 ,  where thel-e is an introductory section that deals with questions of 
authorship, time of composition, psalms titles, Messianic Psalms, and a num- 
ber of the new views promoted by twentieth century commentators, to use this 
new cornrnentary. 

While Kidner's remasks are not exhaustive, he does analyze each psalm in 
depth and especially lays bare the universal relevance of the texts. The reader 
will often find fresh and penetrating remarks on various psalms and psalm pass- 
ages. Kidner accepts the historical Protestant hermeneutical principle that the 
New Testament is to be accepted when it interprets Old Testament passages. 
Thus Psalm 110 is Messianic and is a prophecy of Yahweh about His Messiah, 
Jesus Christ. The analysis of Psalm 119 is excellent. 

While not intended to be specificaily devotional, its true use will inspire 
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anct deepen personal worship. This two-volume set is a fine contribution to the 
field of conservative Old Testament interpretation. 

Derek Kidner is Warden of Tyndale House, Cambridge, England. He has 
also authored the Genesis and Proverbs volumes in the Tyndalc Old Testaltzent 
Com~~zer~tui~ic~s,  which now has reached the number of ten published volumes. 

SONGS O F  T H E  SERVANT. ISAIAH'S GOOD NEWS. By Henri Blocher. 
Intervarsity Press, London, 1975. 79 pages. Paper. $2.95. 

Blocher is Professor of Systematic Theology a t  Vaux-sur-Seine and a lec- 
turer at the Institut Biblique, Nogent-sur-Marne. This French Protestant theo- 
logian deals with Jsaiah 42: l -9  (5-9), 49:l-13 (7-13), 50:4-11 (10-11), and 
52:13-53: 12 in this brief Biblical study. T o  these four passages he has added a 
short but weighty Servant Oracle, Isaiah 5 1 : 16, and chapter 61, a pl-ophecy 
closely related to the Servant Songs. 

The approach followed by the author is as follows: 1. "We do not know 
better than our Lord. There can be nothing more important for our own under- 
standing of the Servant Songs than Jesus' understanding of them. So the first 
axiom of our approach should be certainly that the Servant is Jesus. I n  these 
poems, composed centuries before his earthly life, the evangel of our  Lord is 
being proclaimed from afar" (p. 18). 2. Inasmuch as the Songs occur in a def- 
inite literary context, the Songs are not to be considered as isolated units. 3. One 
needs to recognize the pattern laid down in the Songs for Chrisiian service. 

Although the author considers the Songs as Christological, he contends, 
"we should not simply search for the New Testament verses to fit all the pre- 
dictions in 'Isaiah. This can be done with profit, and the margin of a study 
Bible offers all that is needed. But such n search may bring with it a tendency 
to level down the diversity of Scripture, to dry up the life which may be seen 
in its historical development" (p. 1 8 ) .  Blocher claims that the insights of those 
who do not find the Songs Christological in character can still be utilized in the 
interpretation of these songs. 

Tf the Servant Songs are predictive of the person and work of Christ, why 
should the Old Testament interpreter not look in the Gospels for a fulfillment 
of their predictive statements? 

Hayltlond F.  Surburg 

DOES THE BIBLE CONTRADICT ITSELF? By William Arndt. Fifth Re- 
vised Edition, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 1975. 174 pages. 
Paper. $2.50. 

Dr. William Arndt ( 1880-1957) was professor a t  Concordia Seminary from 
1921 until 1957. I n  1926 h e  wrote the present volume, which has now been re- 
issued in the fifth revised edition. This volume in turn was followed by a corn- 
panion volume, Bible Di.fliculties, which was also reissued in 1971. 

Docs tlze Bible Contradict Itsclf? was originally written at the request of 
the Synod's Literary Board. The book, according to the author, "seeks to deal 
in a popular manner with those Scripture-passages which are usually pointed 
to in proof of the charge that the Bible contains contradictory statements and 
hence cannot be verbally inspired" (Preface of the 1926 edition). 



While Dr. Arndt's book did not espouse any new views, he claims i t  
merited publication as a testimony to the position that he  shared with his fellow- 
members of Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, especially at a time when "the 
doctrine of  the inerrancy of the BibIe is scrapped so generally and men are 
called upon to abandon the Hible as an unsafe guide." 

It is one of the ironies of Missouri Synod history that in the last twenty 
years, many of the so-called contradictions that Arndt answered were advanced 
in the same classl-ooms where Arndt once taught hel-meneutics and New Testa- 
ment exegesis and that some of his former students, as pastors and professors, 
are belittling the Word of God by breaking down the confidence of students 
and laymen by their portrayal of the supposed fallibility of God's Word. 

'The number of topics and passages discussed in this volume is not exhaus- 
tive, but it does deal with those passages often utilized to show the alleged 
Biblical inaccuracies and contradictions. In the introduction Arndt has dis- 
cussed the principle of contradiction and shows how this principle is applied 
to Biblical passages. The author is not arguing for a n  inerrant BibIe as far as 
the text transmitted in the n7anuscripts but for the inerrancy of the text as first 
committed to writing. He shows the reader how errors in translation, mistakes 
in copying, and superficial reading can create what appear to some as con- 
tradictions. 

Historical and doctrinal Fassages from both the Old and New Testaments 
are treated. Particularly those passages which have often been cited as  contra- 
dictory are dealt with. 

Both of Arndt's books are timely because of the nearly complete nbandon- 
ment of  a theological position held by all Lutheran denominations in com- 
mon in the early part of this century, and by ZL number of then1 u p  till at  least 
twenty years ago. 

Naymorrcl F. Sill.brtrg 

HEBREW CHRISTIANLTY: ITS THEOLOGY, HISTORY AND PHILOSO- 
PHY. By Arnold Fruchtenbaum. Canon Press, Washington, D.C., I 974. 
Paper. $2.50. 

The author of this volume is managing editor and minister for the Ameri- 
can Board of Missions to the Jews. He is founder of the Messianic Youth Fel- 
lowship and the former editor of its nationwide publication. As a result of ex- 
tensive travel and studies in Europe and Israel, he became very knowledgeable 
with Hebrew Christianity. 

Fruchtenbaum's book is about the physical descendants of Abraham who 
have accepted Jesus Christ's claim that He was the fulfiller of the Messianic 
prophecies in the Old Testament. According to the author any person descended 
from Jewish parents is a Jew, irrespective of his religious beliefs. H e  takes issue 
with those Jews who refuse to recognize as a Jew any Hebrew who has ac- 
cepted the claims of Jesus Christ, a Jew, that there is no salvation apart from 
Him, God's Son. A Jew, therefore, is a person descended from Abraham; a 
Gentile is a person not descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The term 
"Hebrew Christian" is not a contradiction, as some present-day Jews contend. 
Hebrew Christians never lose their Jewishness, even when they embrace Jesus 
of Nazareth as Savior and Lord. 

It is Fruchtenbaum's stance that there is a distinction between Hebrew Chris- 
tians and Gentile Christians and that it is improper to speak of Jewish or He- 



brew Christians as "spiritual Jews," or  to call Gentiles "spiritual Jews," be- 
cause Gentiles are not physically descended from the patriarchs mentioned in 
Genesis 12-50. While both converted Jews and Gentiles are under the guidance 
of the Spirit they are distinct; one group is Hebrew Christians, wh.ile the other 
is Gentile believer-s. Therefore, the Hebrew Christians are a special group within 
the Body of Christ. On the basis of Old and New Testament passages Hebrew 
Christians are different from Gentile believers along four lines laid down in 
the Scriptures. According to Fruchtenbaurn: 

This distinctive feature involves position (Jewish nationality, member- 
ship in Israel the whole, the Israel of God Cthe remnant], the natural 
branch in the olive tree) and function (circumcision, loyalty to Israel, the 
remnant that is keeping Israel alive, Gentile relationship in blessings and 
cursing). Although distinct from the Gentile Christians, the Hebrew Chris- 
tians are nevertheless united with them in the Body of Christ (pp. 33-34). 

While Hebrew and Gentile Christians are united in one Body of Christ, still the 
author claims that they are not uniform. "There are differences of position and 
function." 

Chapter 3 the reviewer found informative where Fruchtenbaum, utilizing 
The Hisror.y of Jewisil Ch/.istianity, by Hugh  J .  Schonfeldt (now out of print), 
gives a history of Jewish Christianity from A.D. 30-38 till modern times. Many 
modern Jews refuse to acknowledge the fact that a descendant of Abraham ac- 
corciing to the flesh can accept the teachings of the New Testament and main- 
tain his Jewishness. History records that at various times since A.D. 70 Jews 
have embraced the claims of Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham and David. 

In what sense can Hebrew Christianity be said to have a theology? "Among 
fundamental believers certain teachings are held in common, such as the sub- 
stitutionary atonement of Christ for our sins. On some minor issues, such as 
baptism, there are diffesences of opinion" (p. 52) .  

The land which God promised Abraham in connection with the Abra- 
hamic covenant Fruchtenbaum claims was given to the Jews jn perpetuity, so 
that Palestine belongs to the Jews forever. He believes in a millennium, at  which 
time all establishment Jews will accept Jesus Christ. H e  therefore supports 
Zionism. The founding of the State of Isn~el is, for Hebrew Christians, the be- 
ginning of the reaching of the Messianic goal as outlined by Micah 4: 1 (Is. 
2:2-4). The existence of a Jewish state since 1948 the author considers "as one 
of the great workings of God for the Messianic people. He is loyal to the state 
of Israel, defends i t ,  and looks forward to greater things to come" (p. 117). 

Christians supposedly have the obligation to bring the GospeI first to Jews 
in any community before they embark on any Christian missionary endeavor. 
Hcbrew Christians should not form separate congregations but should be part 
of Gentile Christian congregations, who, however, if  they have Hebrew be- 
lievers, should make it possible for them to have special programs by means 
of which the lnttel- are given an opportunity to maintain their Jewish conscious- 
ness and traditions. 

Christian readers will find the book novel in some respects, but Lutherans 
cannot accept the whole erroneous concept of the millennium and the earthly 
rule of: Christ on earth. With a number of positions in this book the reviewer 
sharply disagrees. 

Ray~?lorlcl F .  Srl~.Drtrg 



INTRODUCTION T O  THE KEW TESTAMENT. By Werner Kiim~nel. Trans- 
lated by Howard Clark Kee. Abingcion Psess, Nashville and New York, 
1975. 629 pages. 

In 19 1 3 Paul Feine published an  Eilllcitrr?lg in das i\ierre T c . Y ~ L z I ~ ~ ( ~ I L ~  which 
underwent successive revisions in the ensuing yenrs-first under his own care, 
then (beginning in 1936) at the hands of Johannes Behrn, and finally (bcgin- 
ning in 1963) at the hands of Werner Geor-g Kiimn~el .  The seventeenth edi- 
tion of this influential work, published in German in 1973, has now appeared jn 
English. This time the revision is so co~nplele that little remains of the efforts 
of Feine and Behm beyond the general arrangement, and so their names have 
been 1.en1oved from the title page. The  extensive bibliographical data o n  the 
various aspects of New Testament introduction has been brought up  t o  date 
as  far. as December 1 ,  1971. The main parts of the volume deal, as previously, 
with ( 1  ) the formation of the individual writings of the New 'Yestanlent, (2) 
the fo~.rnation of the collection of thosc writings (the canon), and (3)  Ihe 
transmission of the text of the collection (textual ct-iticism). 'The first section 
contains the for-ty-three pages ciiscussing the synoptic problem. 

This new edition of the ltltrodrrctiorr is ~bvious ly  the product of the pains- 
taking scholnr~ship associated with the name of Kiimmel and will stand, a s  its 
pr~edecessol.~, as the stantlar-cl critical r.es_oonsc to the questions of New Testa- 
ment isagogics, just as Donald Ciuthrie's N c w  Y'c.stn??leirt lt~t~.oducrion repre- 
sents the m o l t  consel.vntive answer- to the same questions. While orthodox 
Lutherans woulcl feel that even Gut.hrie yields too much ground to modern 
ideas on nunlesous points, they will raise many more objections to ICiimmel. 
The  Marbur-g pl-ofessor calls the historical-critical method "the only valid ap- 
pl-oach to the discipline of introduction" (p .  34)  anti denies that anyone has 
successfully contradicted "the correctness of the point of departure of form- 
critical r.esearch." although he does observe that redaction criticism "has not 
yet been able to clevelop a dependable method" (p. 5 2 ) .  Separ-ating the Gospels 
3s we have [hem fl;oni the eyewitnesses of our Lord's incarmation, KiirnmeI states 
(p.  79) :  

Nevertheless the findings of form criticism indicate on the synoptic prob- 
lem not  only that the oral tradition was the decisive source for. the fixing 
o f  the gospel material in written forms, but also that the  oral tradition 
played a decisive [.ole in the fur the^- rewo~king of the oldest gospel writing 
into the canonical Gospels. 

Kiimmel. likewise ilssLlrnes a "freehand ~.eproduction of sources" by the evan- 
gelisls themselves in  the execulion of their. 1iler.ar-y labors. 

The basic weakness of the critical approach sepscsentecl by Kiimmel, it 
seems to the reviewer, is its preference of supposed implicit internal evidence 
to explicit external evidence. 'That is to say, the critical theories are, on the one 
hand, based upon similarities ancl dissimilarities in the vocabulary, style ar- 
lmge~nen t ,  and content of the vi~rious early Christian documents. And such 
hypotheses disregard, on the other hand, the definite statements made concern- 
ing the origin of the various writings by those who were living close to the 
time of their psocluction and who could seek and obtain reliable infor-mation 

on thesc points from the apostles themselves (in the case of Papias) or from 
trustworthy intermediaries (in the case, for example, of Irenaeus and Tertul- 
lian). The  reviewer, however, believes that the testimony of these early re- 



IiabIe witnesses constitutes the primary historical evidence on the various points 
of New 'Testament isagogics. Once this testimony is determined from the avail- 
able sources it cafi logically be overthrown only if it stands in patent contra- 
diction to some specific piece of internal evidence. Reliance upon internal evi- 
dence is othe~.wise a slippesy business nt best, imposing no controls upon the 
subjectivity of scholars. 

Thus, despite the force of sound external evidence (of the same nature as 
that which finds credence among secular historians and classicists), Kiimnlel 
concludes that we know nothing about the authorship of any of the first five 
books of the New Testament, except that the Gospel of Matthew was written 
by a Jew and Luke-Acts by a GentiIe. We can confidently reject as groundless, 
according to Kiimmel, the theories of the apostolic authorship of Matthew and 
John and the apostolic authorization of Mark and Luke-Acts, pace Papias, Jus- 
tin Martyr, I:renaeus, Tertullian, and the whole cloud of witnesses. The pro- 
fessor denies to Paul the authol-ship of the Pastoral Epistles and Ephesians, 
even though the sound extei-nnl evidence in these instances is coupled with 
explicit internal evidence. Kiimmel admits, indeed, that Ephesians "is extraor- 
dinarily well attesled in the early church" (p. 357). The  Letter to the Hebrews 
is, of course, also conlpletely divorced from Paul. Biit a t  least the apostle to 
the Gentiles fares better than the prince of the apostles and our Lord's best 
friend, who are denied any place a t  all in the canon. For the Petrine Epistles 
are judged pseudonyn~ous; the Johannine Epistles and Revelation ;ire ascribed 
to non-apostolic Johns. 

For himself the reviewer will continue to place more confidence in the 
testimony of ancients living in the three centuries closest to the time of the 
apostles than in the speculation of moderns removed by some nineteen cen- 
turies from the eyewitnesses of the resur~.ection. Kiimmel's work does remain, 
however, as the most authoritative critical treatment of the subject for those who 
wish to be sure that they understand the critical position correctly; his ideas are 
expressed and arranged in a clear manner. Also, the section on textual criti- 
cism provides a very helpful summary, despite a few misprints, of the various 
forms of evidence used to reconstruct the original text of the New 'Testament. 
The pastors of the Synod will commend Kiimmel, moreover, when he asserts 
that this original form of the text, despite the multitude of variants afforded 
by the manuscripts, has not been lost to us; the modern reconstructed Greek 
text effectively reproduces the primitive text of the various writings of the New 
Testament. 

Judicius 

FIIiST CENTURY JUDAISM I N  CRISIS. By Jacob Neusner. Abingdon Press, 
Nashville and New York, 1975. 203 pages. 

BETWEEN TlME AND ETERNITY: THE ESSENTIALS OF JUDAISM. By 
Jacob Neusner. Dickenson Publishing Company, Encino, California, 2975, 
196 pages. 

Two more volumes broaden the veritable river of scholarship that has 
flowed from the pen of Jacob Neusner, professor of religious studies at  Brown 
University (author o r  editor of over forty scholarly books). As always, his 
study of the primary sources is careful, his interpretation and presentation of 
them absorbing. First Ccrztu~.y Judaisnl I11 Crisis, which has as its subtitle, 
"Yohanan ben Zakkni and the Renaissance of Torah," is a less technical con- 



densation of Neusner's A. Life of Yolzatlart ben Zrikkai, Circa 1-60 C.E. (sec- 
ond edition, con~pletely revised, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1970). 

Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai, if not the founder of Judaism in its classi- 
cal form, was a t  any rate as central to its development as was Luther to the 
development of Lutheranism. The destnlction of Jerusalem and the second 
temple in A.D. 70 was a tremendously traumatic experience for worldwide 
Jewry, since theretofore the force which above all bound it together in all its 
shapes and forms was the cultus of the sacred courts. The rabbis taught, "So 
long as the temple service is maintained, the world is a blessing to its inhabit- 
ants and the rains come in season . . . but when the temple service is not main- 
tained, the world is not a blessing to its inhabitants and the rains do not come 
in season." Thus, after the events of the yens 70, Rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah 
lamented, "Woe unto us, that this, the place where the iniquities of Israel were 
atoned for, is lait1 waste." 

The Jews had, to be sure, survived the destruction of the temple once 
before, but at that time they had Jeremiah and other prophets to give them 
direct divine guidance. They had known, therefore, exactly what course of ac- 
tion God I-equired of them during the years of Babylonian exile. At  the Lime 
of the second I-nzing of Jerusalem, however, the Jews had no prophet to ad- 
vise them how to adapt their religion to the absence of a central sanctuary. 
(Indeed, this reviewer would contend that the fate of the Holy City was the 
result of the nation's rejection of its rightful I'rophet kat' exocllFrr four decades 
previously.) It was into this gaping breach that Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai 
stepped and raised from the ashes of Herod's temple the superstructure of what 
was in so rllany respects a new religion, Talmudic Judaism. For previous to 70 
A.D. the Pharisees, although they enjoyed the lion's share of popular support, 
had powerful competitors in the other sects of first-century Judaism (Sadducees, 
Essenes, Zealots). But after the deluge, the quiet Yohanan disseminated from 
his sabbinicnl academy in Jamnia a Pharisaism, modified to fit the altered cir- 
cumstances, which became normative Judaism for the next seventeen centuries 
and still rcn~ains so for the orthodox party. 

Neusner draws a sympathetic picture of this revolutionary sabbi on the 
basis of the stories and sayings preserved in the Talmud. The professor's inter- 
pretation of this literary data is, in essence, that Yohanan's teaching and style 
of leadership was a fruitful synthesis of the two antithetical paradigms of re- 
ligious life which he encountered in his early years. He is referring on the one 
hand, to the highly spontaneous religion of Galilee in the midst of which Yo- 
hanan conducted the first two decades of his life as iL I-abbi, which were, of 
course, the very years of the maturation and public ministry of the Lord in the 
same region. (Indeed, Neusner uses this fact to propound an ingenious theory 
concerning the origin of the story of the Galileean schoolmaster Zacchaeus 
recorded in the apocryphal Gospel of Thomas.) 

Neusner has reference, on the other hand, to the cultic routine of the 
blasi Jerusalem in which Yohanan spent the ensuing three decades of his ca- 
reer. The rabbi supported, of course, the meticulous observance of the temple 
cult. Yet he realized at least forty years before its termination that the cultic 
way of life was not long to last when he witnessed the amazing phenomenon 
(which he reviewer believes is to be dated to the year of our Lord's crucifixion) 
that the massive brass doors at the eastern gate of the temple's inner court, 
even though securely fastened with iron bolts and ordinarily requiring a dozen 
strong men to open them, opened by themselves in the middle of the night. 
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Thereupon the rabbi cried, "Oh temple! Oh temple! Why do you yourselves give 
the alarm? X know about you that you will be destroyed, for Zechariah ben 
lddo has already prophesied concerning you, Open your doors, 0 Lebanon, that 
the fire may consume your cedars" (Yoma 39b). 

Neusner is contending, then, that the Pharisaim of Yohanan ben Zakkai 
was a synthesis of these two antithetical styles of spiritual life, charismatic 
spontaneity and cultic traditionalism. The validity of this theory is of less con- 
sequence to  the reviewer than the insights which First Cerltrtry Judaism In 
Crisis provides into the religious life and thought of the first-century Pales- 
tinian Jews, the people to whom our Lord was addressing Himself most directly 
in the Gospels. These insights help one to appreciate more fully His answers 
to their questions and to ours. 

Uetn)ccn Tirr~e ant1 Etcrwity is a popular exposition of the religion which, 
as we have mentioned above, became normative Judaism under the leadership 
of Yohannn ben Zakkai and his successors in the rabbinate. The book is di- 
vided into three parts. In the first Neusner sketches the circumstances under 
which Rabbinic Judaism took shape, centering on the destruction of the sec- 
ond temple and its results-in other words, some of the same points made 
more fully in the book discussed previously. The primary result of this event 
was the complete triumph in Judaism of the Pharisaic faith of the "whole 
Torahw-not just the written Torah (that is, the Old Testament) but also the 
oral Torah (supposedly revealed to Moses and passed down by the prophets 
to the rabbis). The second part of Berweerz Tirnc und Efer.nitg sets forth the 
most important aspects of Rabbinic Judaism, its conceptions of God, Israel, 
and the Torah. Here Neusner shows that the stress of classical Judaism "clearly 
is on the humble continuities of home and hearth, society and the streets, 
rather than upon the elevated issues of politics, nations, and other truly his- 
torical concerns" (p. 112). Yes, there was much anticipation of a Messiah, but 
orthodox Judaism opposed any prediction of the time of his coming o r  any spe- 
cial preparation for it. In the final part of his book Neusner describes the two 
great modern developments in Judaism-Reform Judaism and Zionism-and 
their relation to the religion of the old rabbis. Appended is a very useful four- 
teen-page glossary of Jewish names and terms from ",4aron" to "Zohar." 

BAKER'S POCKET DICTIONARY OF RELIGIOUS TERMS. By Donald T. 
Kauffman, editor. Raker Book House, Grand Rapids, 1975. Paper. 445 
pages. $2.95. 

This paperback was formerly published as The Dicrio~zury of Religious 
Terms  ( 1967). There are between eight and nine thousand brief entries from 
many religious and theological fields. The publishers claim that it is "as broad 
as  the questing spirit of man. The entries range from major world faiths to  
the smallest religious groups, from religious art and architecture to music and 
literature with spiritual overtones, from ancient animism through church his- 
tory to recent phenomena such as the cargo cults, the theology of death of 
God and the second Vatican Council." 

The author, who had the assistance of Monsignor Henry C. 3. Beck, 
Rabbi Solomon S. Bernards, Mr. Irving Bussel, Mr. Belden Menkus, and Dr. 



Frank S. Mead, hopes that this pocket dictionary of seligious terms will be of 
service especially to the non-expert. 

Rayrlzontl F .  Slrl.brit.g 

I I. THEOLOGICAL-PZISTORLCAL STUDIES 

'THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO THE WALL STREET JO'UIINAL. Carne- 
gie Samuel Calian. John Knox Press, Atlantr?, 1975. I14 pages. Paper $3.95. 

From Iny acq~~aint i~nce with fellow Lutheran pastors 'I wo~rld say that 
ve1.y few Lutheran clergymen read TIie Wnll Street J O M I . ~ L N ~ .  In fact, the Inere 
thought of it may seen1 anlusing to most 1,uthernns. After all, pastors do  not 
have surplus funds to invest. Only people who have some wealth read the 
Jorirnal. 

Calian's book forcefulIy shows that the Jortrnal does not convey only 
economic trends o r  data, but that its pages are also devoted to theologizing. 
The theology it proclaims is not just a belief in success or a business gospel. 
It also teaches n doctrine of man. In Calian's wor-ds, "Man is certainly imper- 
fect, bu t  he is not without hope." To a Lutheran this sounds like shades of law 
and gospel. I t  is! But i t  is a this-worldly, man-made "gospel," one which can 
only be realized by hard work, thrift, and honesty. 

If a paslor sometimes wonders why m a n y  of his better educated, upper- 
middle class pasishoners are given to mixing WOI-ks with grace relative to their 
justification in the eyes of God, it might be helpful for  him to remember that 
his message is not the only one being heard. There is also the "gospel." accosd- 
ing to Tlic Wall Sti-eet Jorrrrzctl. 

To anyone familiar with the American b~lsiness ethos, Calian's observa- 
tion should not come as a great surprise. Jn fact, I suspect that the editorial 
pages of the hundreds of daily newspapers in the United States probably echo 
a theology quite similar to that of the Jolcrlzal. 

What 1 missed most in reading Calian's book was the very basic ques- 
tion he never asked, much less answered. That  question is this: Does 7'1!v Wall 
Srrr>rr Jorrt.tl tr1 primarily reflect or create the "gospel" which it b~.oadcasts? As 
one who has at. sociological bias, T believe it is probably the foi.rne~.. 

I f  one is a. pastor of :L parish which has a fairly large percentage of its 
leaders f rom the management and executive levels of the business world, it 
would be good f o i  one to react Calian's little volume. It will enable hinl to be 
sensitive to some of the \~alues and beliefs that make themselves felt upon men 
who work in the white-collns business arena. 

Alvi~r Schmidt 

T H E  EVANGELICA1,S: WHAT THEY BELIEVE, WHO THEY ARE, 
WHERE THEY ARE CHANGING. David F. Wells and John D. Wood- 
bridge, editors. Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1975. 304 pages. $8.95. 

This book is a very valuable contribution to our understanding of theology 
in the 1970's. It is a key to contemporasy Christian thought in the United States. 

FOI this insight we are in debt to a dynamic duo, two church historians 
at T~inity Evangcl ical Divinity School, Deerfield, Illinois (where John War- 
wick Montgomery taught for  so many years). The team of Wells and Wood- 
bridge edited this anthology of essays interpreting the great evangelical renais- 



smce  of ont- decade. An illustrious cast of fourteen contributors representing a 
variety of conservative I'rotestant denominations examines every dimension of 
Eviingelical faith and life-especially their history, theology, and attitudes 
iowi~rti society. 

'The thesis of the book is that Evangelicafism, that fusion of Iteforma- 
lion Orthocloxy and fl-ontiel Pietism, was the dominant form of Protestantism in 
t h e  United States until 1861. The Civil. War ushered in an age of eclipse and 
decline, masked by the fragmentation of Evnngelicalisnl in the face of such 
fosces as Sectionalism, Sectarianism, Racism, and Neo-Rationalism (in the 
twin forms of 1,iberalism and Fundamentalism). The nadir of Evangelical His- 
tory came .in the 1920's. Even as late as 1945 self-confident Liberal historians 
were psedicting, rather- pl-en~atusely it appears, the final demise of Evangelical 
Christianity. 

':To almost everyone's surpl-ise, it was Liberalism that entered a n  era of 
cletesior.ation, while Evangelicalisln expel-ienced a period of regeneration. TO 
many i t  seemecI like the very rcs~11.1-ection of the ciead! By 1976 it can be said 
quite confidently that Evnngelicalisnl (not Pentecostalism or Liberalism) prom- 
ises to be the wave of: thc  future in American Christianity. 

Fellow pastor-s-this is one you n~ust  lead. I t  is a real corrective to the 
Liberal mindset that has so long dominated American Church History. HOW 
else can 1 cornrnend i t  to you but to say it is brought to you by the same folks 
who gave yoit ClliYsricrt~itj' Today  and Key 73. 

As yotr read, ask this question: Why do Lutherans discard something 
when it  becomes popular'? Lutherans were Evangelical and Orthodox in the 
twenties and thirties when it was very much out of vogue to hold fast  to the 
old faith. Now, when Evange1ic:ilisni is in fashion, many of us seen1 deter- 
mined to abandon Orthodoxy? lush to the junkyartl of ideologies, and scoop up 
the discr-edited I,ibe~.alisn~ of yestel-year. Figure t h a t  one out. 
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