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BOOK REVIEWS 

1--10W \ Y E  G O T  OCR l3113LJC. By Ralph Karle. Heacon Hil l  Press ,  Kansas 
City, 1.971. P R ~ c I . .  119 pages. $2.95. 

One o T  the  rilost heartening trends of tlie last  twenty yeai.rs, says  
author Earle, is the increased interest  in  the s tudy o f  t h e  .t:ible. The  
first f i f t y  ye;ws o f  this c e l ~ t ~ ~ r y  \vit.nessed the ayj)t-?arance of' ahout half 
a. doze11 rlcw serics of English comn~entar ies  on the  Bible. In t h e  next ten 
years (1.960-1.959) n o  less t han  ten were begun, o n e  (;f whicli is t h c  
(IAulhcl.;ln) .l?.il,le ( : o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ) c e n . t f r . ~ ~ ~ ~ .  During the  next  decade (19GO-1969) other  
new sei.ios wet-e s tar ted,  including tlie A?I.c~Lo) '  l ? i D h ( . ! .  E:~r le  sees all  o f  this  
;IS a sign tha t  Itlore a n d  rnorc people a r e  beconlirig iriterested in  the  Bible. 
So 11e adds his brief book to tho growing list  of books on l'jible s tudy.  
I11 :I s o~~ iewl i a t  (hcologically confused nncl over-s i~~i~) l i s t ic :  cliscnssion of 
insl>ii.atiol~, llie ~ ~ n t h o ~ .  c:oncludes t h a t  Cod could ha\;(! sent: down thc 
13il)lc "iriscribed wil,ll c:o~nplel:e ~~eveln t ion  and bo111id i l l  black leatl~ei. .  
di\.iiiity ci~'(:uit:, gold cldged, silk sown, iridia paper., c+veri dedical.ed to 
I(i11g .Iatt~es." Ratlic~r, he chose to have "the l ight  of divine  evela la ti on" 
brcak in on the soul o f  the vnrions huttian writers.  4s iilosL :~tLenil)Ls t.o 
c:splailt tho "how" of inspiration, th is  one also fails.  I t  is ~ ~ r i f o r t u ~ i a t c  
t h a t  so iililriy eva~~gel ica l  scholars cannot  be content with t h e  siln1,lc 
11iblic:al tleclnration t.llat: t h e  Scripture is t l tnoy laczrs fos :  (:ocl-breathed. 135: 
\.il-lr~c: of s1.1ch inspi~,at.ion, the  human writ.ings tha t  const i tute  tho Scrip- 
1u1.c a re  a1 t .hc sniiic l i ~ n e  God's word to us. 'I'he author 's  discussion of 
tlic origin, ~)reservat.ion, transinission, comm~~riica.tion a n d  l~ro1)ag:~tion ol' 
I.hc I3ible i s  ]tot intended to  be scholarly; yet  i t  is well wri t ten ;inti \\rill 
scrvt: as a holpf~rl guide, 1x~rt icularly for the Christ,ian 1;tyn.inll who is 
I ~ ~ ~ ' o n ~ i i i g  i i~(~r 'e~s in .q ly  ~ ~ i c e r n e d  with the Rook c:orlcerning .which there  
h a s  u l  wi~ys been so ~ i i ~ i ~ h  theological controversy. I . I e l ~ l n l  q~~oat , ions  follo\v 
enc:ll c h n ~ t e r ,  axid an epilogue brings a word of personal test:jniony l o  
. I I ? S I I ~  (.'Ii~-ist Savior and Lord. T h e  au tho r  ~) rovides  helpful ndvicr 
whcr~ lie relates his own cliscovery t h a t  a richness of ilieaning is t o  I)c 
round i n  rcadirig lriany of the  translations which have apl~enred .  No singlc 
1:ra.i1slat.ion is t he  best rendering o f  every verse ;  different trarislators gel  
~ ; I I . Y ~ I ~ S  illsiglits into the ~ n e a n i n g  of r)articnlnls passages. l'hc? :lutho~. is 
also 1 0  l)c c:oin~nended Cor s ta t ing  tha t  the "miracle" of the  Hiblc  is t ha l .  
111011gfl w~.itteri by nlany men over so illany centuries. i t  has  ;I siilglc 
~iicss~~.y:.c: di viiic: rede~nption.  

Jo7171. F'. .lolr.?~so,r 
- . - -- --- -- - - - - 

THE 13TULI3 I S  I-IUMAN TRANSFORikTATIOS.  TOWARD A NMW 
I'AIZAI~IG1VI 1'01t 13T13LICAL STUDY. By Walter Wink.  1~'ortrrss 
13rr.;s, I>hiladel~)hia,  1973. 9 0  pages Paper  $2.95. 

The au tho r  is Associate Professor of New Tes tament  a t  IJniori Theo- 
1ogica.l Senlinttry in New York City. In  Chapter  1 Dr. Wink  wri tes  about 
"tlie bankruptcy of t h e  Uib1ica.l Critical Pa rad ig~n . "  T h e  historical-critical 

method, which has enil~loyed a radical form of l i te rary  cr i t icism, form arid 
redaction cr i t ic i sn~s ,  h a s  reached a point where this  method is unable to 
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eyokc? ~)c;l.solial arid social transformation today. Wink i r i  t.he preface is 
greatly concerned "that these argulrlents not be seized upon by reactionary 
dogmatists arid used against those who st i l l  struggle for freedom of 
inquiry and an emyirical inethod" ( p .  i v ) .  

IIr. 'Wi~ik has soriie good perceptive re~riarks to inake about , the part 
the hist,orical-critical method played as the tool of theological liberalism 
t,o combat the beliefs o f  orthodoxy. Iie claims thnt  far too little attentior1 
has beell paid to the origin of Biblical criticism as polerrlics and agologetics 
directed against orthodoxy. Richard Simon (died 1712) used the Ilistorical- 
critj(;a.l lnetliod against the Protestant dependency upon the Rible as t.he 
sole source of authority for doctrine and life; while Reiniarns emgloyed 
it .  t o  assault the  basis ol' Chi.istianity itself (1). 11). 

Conservative orthodox exegesis had interpreted the Bible i n  the 

k)eg.an in the eighteenth century 2nd continued to rule tlie ni~ietcenth. 
desti-oyed this  total constr i~ct ion through analysis arid came up with 

(;ontext of a total theological construction of history. Higher. criticisni, that 

siiialler units which wero no t  related. According to Wink the Graf- 
\Vcllhnusc?n hypothesis a s  a inethod destroyed t,hc conservat;ivt: 11nder- 
standing of the 13ible's inspiration arld canon, and so wiped out t.11e er1ti1.c 
ideology of orthodoxy ( D .  1 2 ) .  

I~ l a s l l~uch  as the histo~.ical-critical method has failed to do justice to 
the Bible, Wink argues tha t  a riew hermenentic mlist be adopt.c!d. "The 
anomaly in which i t  (i.e. the historical-critical method) has riow foundered 
is the inability of that  method to render t.he Bible's o w n  contenl nlid inteiil, 
inaccessible for  human development" (p. 18 ) .  

Cha.pter three contains suggestions for "a new paradigm lioi* 13iblicill 
study" ( 1 9 - 8 0 ) .  Wink calls h is  new approach a "dialectical 1lernienentic.s" 
whose dynamic irioinents ~ l l i g h t  he schematically ontlined as follows: 

1. Fusion 
I V I  Negation of fusion through susl>icion ot the object.. 

2. Distance 
N:! Negat.ion of the liegation t,hl*ough suspicioll of tlid s u b j e ~ ( .  

3. Communion 

The  lnain purpose of W i ~ i k ' s  book is to construct a. new l)i~rndigi~l foi. 
13iblica.l study which is not based upon the  objectivistic 11iodels of the 
natural scienes, but on the model of personal interaction as used by tht! 
h u m n ~ ~  sciences, especially l)sychotheral)y. The professol* fro111 [Jnioli 
Seminary believes tha t  his  dialetical hermeneutics allows for  a new type 
of exegesis t ha t  permits use of all  the tools of the  historical-critical  neth hod 
which  laces the exegetical method in a f ra~nework  where the  test  js :tblc 
to cvoke human change. Wink  is convinced that his hernieneut.ics is 
objective in the highest sense of the tern1 and thnt i t  e n a b l ~ s  the ii~Lt?i'- 
preter to recover the original intention of t he  tests, whilc a t  tho same 
time making it possible for human  encounter with the test  a s  n legitinlate 
part of the interpreter.  

Dr. William Boyden LIowev of t he  Guild for Psychological Studies 
wrote the appendix on gages 80-90. IIr. Wink spent a sabbatical leave in 
Sari Francisco, working under the supervision of Elizabeth 13. I.-Iowes :\nd 
Sheila Moon at the Guild for Psychological Studies, where J u ~ l g i a ~ l  analysis 



is 1)r.acticed. That. will tell t he  reader much about  t.he dia.lectica1 her~lzeneu- 
tics 1)rol)osed for New Tes tament  exegesis as se t  fort.11 in  7'11.(! 7liblc ,i7! 

I . I ! I ~ ? I I ~ I I I ,  %'7.nn.sJo?,n~trtio7t.. T h e  nlethod outlined by 'Winks ;.ippc!;l~~s r.o be :\ 

cort~bin;lt:iorl of ideas obtained f r o ~ r ~  Dolt lnann,  Ebel ing.  I-leidegger, 
(:;-~tlnlnc~', Ii'uchs, F u n k ,  Jonas ,  Nietzche, J u n g  a n d  otllcrs. 

'rhis 111ethod is so corni:)lex and  phi1osophic:ally itivolvcd t l ~ a t  this 
rc!vic!wer believt?~ it. will win  few adheren ts  2nd i l l ~ ~ s t r a t c ! ~  t.11~. sad  fact 
1.11xI h i ~ h e l '  cl.it.icisln is constallt ly n ~ o v i r ~ g  but  never  knows whel.c! i t  will 
be Ileading nor where i t  will end. W i r ~ k s  asser t s  "loin s ince t r u th  i s  110: 

absol~~t .e ,  but only a l~p rox ima te  and  relatiolial, i ts  1.ele.vance can only 
(?I,IC~I.::.~! i l l  the) ~)al'l.icul:~rity of a g-iven comlnunity's strnf;gles for  integrity 
a ~ l d  1'1-cedo111" (1). 11). Jesus ,  as  reported ~ I I  . l o l ~ ~ i  P:31.-32 has  s ta led  il. 

t l  ial~~ol.ri(:t~II y diff:ere~it 1)osition. 
I L ~ ~ ~ j l l !  0 1 1  (1. I(.. # s ' ! l ? . / /  I f  I , ( /  

- .- .. - 

'I"/ I I(: J'EXrL'A'I'EIT(:H I N  ITS CIJI,'rI!RAL 1i:SVIRONMl~N'I' .  I$y (;. I-iel.be1-t 
I,iril~.qstorl. I?akcla Hook House, 1974.  2 9 6  pages. Clotli. 4fS.9,;. 

I'~.ofessor G. Herbert  Livingston of Bs1)ury Theologic:~l Senl inary llas 
wrii.tcll n book tha t  should be of g rea t  value+ R I I ~  iritpl.(>st. 1.0 s t ~ i ( i e ~ i t s  of 
l l ~ c  Old Il'estame~it. The au tho r  has  brougllt together n r ~ d  sy l l t h~~s i zcd  a 
wr;rllll o f  knowledge concerl l i l~g part icular ly t he  world of t.lltt J'enlateuchitl 
age.  ] ) I . .  Livingst.on's hook sheds light on t he  first five books 01: Ihe Old 
'l'eslilr~~el~r.. The Tahlc of Contents  reflects t he  rich en l igh ten ins  con l c~ l t s  of 
this book: I .  Chroi~ological F rame  for tlie Ancient Nea r  East.;  11. The  
Peol)le ol' the  ~Il lc ie~i t :  Near East; 111. Thtt Languages of t he  Ancient. Kenr  
l!:ast: IV. The  Scripts of t h e  Ancient Near  E a s t ;  V. T h e  Li te ra ture  of the  
Al~cicnl Near 13ast; VI .  T h e  Ancient Li terat l i re  Con1l)xred w i th  the :13enta- 
l . c . 1 1 1 ~ 1 1 ;  VIT. \.lrays o f  Looking nt  the Penta teuch;  V I I I .  T h e  i,\,lanusc~,ipt,s a n d  
!llosaic Authorship; arid IX. The  Penta teuch  a n d  Canonization. 

111. L~ivingston reflects what  would be ternled a c o n s e r v a t i ~ e  approach 
to  I3i))lic:al studies. His  position relative t o  NIosaic au thorsh ip  was suril- 
~ u i ~ r i z e d  i\S follows: 

All in all, thc  evidence for a close relationship between lVIoses and  
1'cnt:nteuch has  been s trengthened by t he  vast  a ~ u o ~ i n t  of research 
lh;l . l  I.ias I.,et?n done d u r i n g  the  century.  This  evidence h a s  not solved 
a11 y~.ohlcms 1101. answered all questions t ha t  su r round  ;I, clairn of 
iVlosaic authorship,  bu t  headway in that. direction h a s  been made. 
A1 t h e  sanle t,ilrle i t  should be not  forgotten t h a t  a. number  of pronl inent  
Old 'L'esta~l~ent scholars ,  rnost notably t.he la te  1VIart.in Noth,  have been 
persistent in clenying t h a t  there ever was  a Moses wllo took a n  impor- 
f.:tnt leatic-:rshi~ role a m o n g  the Hebrew people (p.  262) .  

The au tho r  shows acquain tance  wi th  all  schools of cr i t ic ism and believes 
tha t  form criticis111 has contr ibut ions t o  niake t o  Old Testamerit  studies.  
Not all s ta tements  nlride b y  t he  au thor  will find acceptance by conservative 
scholars, particular.ly h i s  views relative t o  t he  infallibili ty a n d  t he  iner- 
rancy o f  t h e  Scriptures .  

This volurr~e is excellent for t he  seminary  and  Bible college as a text- 
book or f o r  supplementary  reading. Much valuable ma te r i a l  i s  brought 
together, found only s ca t t e r ed  through m a n y  volumes. I t  i s  a book which  
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inl'o~'uicd ~)a.st.o~'s v:il: wish t o  own.  Ii'or a n y o n e  interested in [:he 1iistol.y 
of 1:11(-! X(?RI. l<a.st, this  book will sullyly rrluch interesting and up-to-(1at.e 
111:1t(!rinl. 

1 ~ ~ ~ l . ~ ~ ~ l l 1 0 1 1  (l 1.'. ,$ll,?.?j 1.4 ?.!I 
- - .------ 

pSdL;VIS 3.-72. I?y i)erek Kidxier. T~iLerVa~.sity rr'ress, I)ow~ier.s (:l.ouct, 
Illinois, 1973. 257 pages. C'otlz. $5.95. 

'I'l~is js t h e  eigllt.ll in tlie ser ies  of  'fyndalc! Old Testament Co111mcn- 
t.nric,s, I I ~ I ~ ( - ? I .  t h e  gc->ner.al editor,shil) of !lonald "iYisen~nn, P I . o ~ ' ~ ~ s o I .  of 
A.~syriology, I Jn ivers i l .~  of London. The aim of t.his scrips is t o  s i v c  ;I 

handy, l~])-to-date c o ~ ~ l n i e n t a r y  on each book of the  Old Test:\~nellt.. 'Shc 
]:)ri~un~'y cnzyliasis is centered on essgc?sis. Xlt.houg11 rn;~jol- issrnes ill the 
aIben of irll.el.l)r,etat:io~i a r e  recognized ;!rlil rosl>onsibly disc:usset3, ultdllc 
I:cc.Iilr ic:al if.ic-,s al,c: ~schc:w(-!-:ti. 

l)erek Kidnor, t.hc au thor  o i  the  (;e?l.c.c.is arid l J ) . o r :e~ , l~s  Coliii~~c!nt;~r~ies 
ill this s:~liio series, is Warden of Tyndale I-Touse, Calubi.irlg:.e. I':rl~la~lrl. 
'Wllile this c:onilric?ntury is not  specifically devolional, its sludy will insl)ire. 
cleegc:n arid strc!ngthen ~jersonnl worship. 

I:ol.ll !aynic!n a n d  ~)l~ot 'essionals will f ind Crc!sh and l~?netr.atiriji r~el~i:l~.ks 
ilbout t h e  I.>sal~ils co~l ta ined  in I3ooks 1 and  I1 of the live-book Ilrhre\i- 
Psalt.er. Thc length and va1.iety of the ],salrns precludes all eshaustivc. 
treatment witliin t he  ~ i u n l h e ~  of t h c  pages allocated the cor~~nle~il;:ttor. The 
coili~nent;~ric?s in tht: Tylidnlc Old '.l?estnnlcrit serics have hcen ; .~vel .ag i~~g 
ahor~l: 255 1)ilg:'es per. volunio. 

111 the inlroductory section thc  lollowirlg iierns a re  discussed: I - J eb re~~  
l~oet.ry, the structure: of t h e  :Psalter, sonze trends in  the I-rlodern study of 
the I'salrns, t he  Messianic hope, cries for vengeance, titles and 1.cc.hr1icnl 
lernls aiiil Davidic episodes in the headings. 

Here is a sample  of wha t  Kidxier says about Psalm 22,  traclit,ionally 
co~lsidered to  foreshadow nnd predict  the events of tlie F i r s t  Good T{'~.iday 
ant3 in the la.tter p a r t  of t,he Psalni,  the res~lrrect iori  of Christ :  

No  (;h~-isti:in can read [.his without being vividly confroritcd with 
I;he crucifixion. I t  is not  only a niatt.er of prophecy minutely fulfilled, 
hut. of the  sufferer 's humility-there is no plea for vengeance-and his  
vision of a world-wide ingather ing  of t h e  Gentiles. 

Again: Whatever  t he  ini t ial  stimulus, t he  language of t h e  psalln 
defies a natural is t ic  explanatiorl;  the best account is in the ternls used 
by Peter colicerrling another  psalm of David . . . Being thercforct a 
11roi)het . . . h e  foresaw and s l ~ o k e  of . . . t he  Christ (Acts 2:  30f .  I D .  
105 ) . 

We look forwarci to the second pa r t  of i he  Psal ter ,  hopefully writt,en by 
,M.I.. I<idner. 

IZ(tyn~o?l.(b .J'. ~ S ' . 1 1 1 . 1 ) l t v ! j  

JEREMIAH A N D  LAMENTATIONS. 13y R. K. Harrison. InterVarsi ty 
Press, 1)owners Grove, Illinois, 1973. 2.10 pa.ges. Cloth. $5.95. 

This is one of t h e  Tyntl(t1e Old I1eslnmen-t Conznte?~tii.9.ies. F o r  t h e  lirst 
nine years of i t s  life t h i s  useful series produced orlly fivc voluxnes. 



Then in 1973 B:l:otlzt.s. Yscrlnt 1-72, and Jere?niah-La?rz.ent(1tio?is were :idded. 
The! general editor of the  !f13/7zdale Old Tcsta?nent Gom?n.e?zttr?~ic?s is Donald 
W i s e ~ n a ~ i ,  IJrofessor of Assyriology a t  the  University of London. 

Dr. Harrison, the  a u t h o r  of numerous v o l u ~ n e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  Semitics 
and Old Testanlent Studies,  h a s  packed 1nuc11 infornla t io~i  jrlto t l ~ e  240 
1)ages of it conimentary which treats t h e  second longest  book ol' the 
Hebrew Old Testalrient Scr ipture ,  in addi t ion also f 'urnishix~g a coin- 
~llentary on L:inlc!ritc.~tions, nsci.ibed by t.he Se~t.uagiri t :  t.1~arls1atoi.s to 
.Jcrc!rniah. 

Iu these t w o  Scr iptura l  books, the Ijiblical reader will fir~ci u record of 
orle of the nlost tragic ser ies  of events in t h e  life of Yahweh's Chose11 
1)cople. Ji'ronl the wri t iugs  of Jeremiah, deal ing priniari ly wi th  the  pre- 
exilic pei'iod, the Judeans  a r e  portrayed us indulging unabashedly i l l  the  
grossest fornls of Canaanite,  and Babylonian idolatry,  despit,c: f~.equent. 
warnings by Yahweh its t o  w h a t  would h a y l > e ~ ~  t.o Judall  2nd Je1.11sale1ll 
for sucli violalioris of t h e  Sinai t ic  oovenant. Tel'ribie pun i sh l i~en t s  were 
announced for those pers is t ing in ignor ing Yt-~hweh's \varnings. In  
La~nentatioiis the au thor  h a s  1)oignantly described t h e  devesta t io~l  and 
agony which followcd 011 t h e  heels of Inany years  of igriol.ed warning. 
These two books together g ive  "a theology of disaster commensurate  with 
(.he nature of the c:atastrophe, but by  the i r  irisistcnce upon tho c!tl.los o[ 
tile Sirlai covcnant they point  the way through suffering to sl)il.itu:~l 
i.c!newnl" (1). 9 ) .  

l larrison is convinced t h a t  J e r e n ~ i a h  took tlie requirenicnts of the 
Si~ia i t ic  c:ovenant seriously a n d  c ~ ~ d e a v o r e d  to reeni'orcc tlie covenant 
ideals as  se t  forth it1 I)eute~~otiorriy. The a u t h o r  has  1,akeri cogniza~lcc-! of 
the ~rtost recent l i tera ture  i n  t h e  area  of Je remiah  s tudies .  1x1 tlic inti'oduc- 
tion hr! a l l~~c les  arid briefly discusses such  1)roblems of the  t w o  different 
v e r s i o ~ ~ s  of .Tcreminh, t h e  I-iebrew text a n d  t h e  Septnagint  version,  having 
2700 \\lords less of text, amount ing to  abont seven chapters .  T h e  lack of 
chronological ar rangement  i s  noted, No solutions f o r .  any of t h e  problems 
discr~sscd nrc  suggested. 

~ ( l z~ ' ? l l .~?%t l  .?'. ~ s l l ? ' ? ~  111'!/ 

I~UTIIER'S WORKS. ECCLESIASTES,  SONG O F  SOLOiVIOK, 2 SAi\,IUEL 
23: 1-7. Voi. 15. Jaros lov Pelikan, editor.  Hilton C. Oswald, Associate 
cxlitot.. Concordia Publisl l ing House, St .  Louis,  1972.  367 pages. CloLh. 
$7.00. 

According to Heinr ich Hornkaxllnl L u t h e r  spent  ten  tiines as  long 
working on t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t  a s  on t h e  New. In  t e r m s  of today's classifi- 
cation of theological professors,  the  Refor lner  would be assigned to thc 
Exegetical I)el)artment, specifically as I>rofessor of Old Tes tament  1nterl)re- 
tation. 

The th ree  c o m ~ n e n t a r i e s  t rans la ted in  th i s  Luther. v o l ~ u n e  spar1 a 
period of almost two decades  in  Luther 's  life. T h e  Notes  o ? ~  E(:clcsiastes 
(Weimar, XX, 7-2-3; Saint Louis,  V, 1372-1579) was based on a series of 
lectures delivered in  1526. In  Luther ' s  opinion th is  book h a d  suffered from 
n1isinterl)retation of t h e  w o r s t  kind. Because colnmentcztors have failed to  
understand the  real purpose  of the book, they have therefore read a.11 
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kinds of things into this Solorllonic book tha t  a r e  foreign to it .  Skeptics 
and  fatalists have  found in the  book s u p ~ ~ o r t  fo r  their  utterly wrong posi- 
tions. Modern c:rjtical scholarship h a s  endeavored to And support in 
Ll~ther ' s  gi,efaccs to 13cclesiastes f o r  the rejection of the Solomonic 
a11t:horshi~ of  th i s  wisdom hook. The  name "Preacher" Luther  averred, 
sllould r ~ o t  be applied to t he  au tho r  of t h e  book but  to its contents. "There- 
fore 1 t.11ink t h a t  these ~vords  were  spoken by Sololnon in some ,i~ssernbly 
of his retinue, pel'hnps af tcr  d inner  or even dur ing  dinner to sollie great 
and proniincnt men  who were present.  I-Ee s l ~ o k e  this way after he had 
tllought loll# a l ~ d  hard t;o himself about the condition and the vanity of  
h u m ; ~ n  affairs,  o r  ra ther  human affections. Then h e  poured this out  to Ihosc 
who \\,ere l)rescrit, as usually haygens, and  afterwards \;..hat h e  said was 
grit doxvl~ and ;~sse l~ib led  hy  t h e  leaders ,of the  con~munity or of the? 
church" (1 ) .  1 .2 ) .  Lrlther believed t h a t  Ecclesiastes should be called 
Solonion's " l~conomics,"  or  t he  "Politics" (p.  5 ) .  Accordirig to tho Wittell- 
])erg Rel:ormer Ecclesiastes docs n o t .  condemn the creatures of God; i ( .  
col~deniiis ~ n c ~ n ' s  depraved aflections and desires. Thosc things whicll 
cod has given nlerl )nay be enlployed wi th  thanksgiving withont Ijeilig 
anxious about  those lllirigs t ha t  still  will h;lp~ci.n. 

The Lectures on the ,Son!/ o j  S o l o , ~ ~ i o i ~ ?  translated I)y Tan Siggins, 
origi~lally were delivered du r ing  1530 and 1531. Luthers describes pre- 
vious interpretat ions of the  Song of Songs a s  "immature and strange." 
In c o m n l e ~ ~ t i n g  on :1:1 the Reformer sa id :  "The book derives its title 
fro111 the subject ~il:lt ter,  because i t  deals wi th  the  greatest of all hulnan 
works, nsxn~ely, government;  o r  else from the  style, because i t  is written 
in the fashion 01 grand oratory.  Together with Ecclesiastes, the Song oC 
Songs, so L u t h e r  contends, " is a n  enconliunl of the political order. which 
i n  Solomon's day  llourishnd i n  sublime peace. F o r  as those who wrote songs 
in I-loly Scripture wrote in then1 about  t.heir own deeds, so in Soloinorl 
this 1)oeni coninlcnds his ow11 government to u s  and composes a n  enconiiuln 
of peace-! and of t he  present realm." 

Tllc 'I'.?.etrtise olr 171(! 1,ctst I;Vo?.tls of Dtr:ci.(l, a. product of the last years oC 
J~u the r ' s  life, deals  with the  yroger  neth hod of interpreting the  Old Testa- 
ment. This was translated by  1Llartili Ber t ram.  Luther  sums up the 
Inatter i l l  one se l~ tence :  "Whoever does not  have or want  to have this  
Man who is called Jesus Christ,  God's Son, who111 we Christians proclaim, 
Inust keel) h is  hands off the  Bible . . . T h e  more he studies, the blinder 
a.ttd inore s tupid  he will grow, be h e  Jew, Tartar ,  Turk ,  Christian, or 
whal:ever he: walits to call himself!' ( p .  268) .  

I n  these th ree  conlmentaries t he  reader  will find Luther  employing the 
ilernieneutical l~r inc ip le :  Scr ip ture  in terpre ts  Scripture. The  Old Testa- 
ment is interpreted a s  a p a r t  of t h e  Biblical canon tha t  i s  interrelated 
wit11 the New Testament. T h e  Holy Tr in i ty  i s  found in the Old Tes.tanlant. 
'J'he words of Ilavid a r e  those of t h e  Holy Spirit .  According to Luther ,  
the Old Testanlent  cannot  be understood a p a r t  from Christ.  There cer- 
tainly exists a great  gulf i n  t h e  unders tanding  of the Old Testament 011 

the 1)ar.l; of marly Lutheran  Old ri'estament scholars who have embraced the  

historical-critical method and tha t  of Martill  Luther's Old Testament 
herlneneutics ! 

12a)l~l .o?t  tl I f ' .  )'I)u?.(l 



LUTHER'S WORKS. M I N O R  PROPHETS 111. ZKCHxZIIIAI-I. VOL.  20. 
Hiltori C. Oswald, Editor .  Concordis Publishing House, S t .  Louis, 1.973. 
371 pages. Cloth. $8.00. 

Luther lectured on the  lMinor Prophets, beginning wi th  I-losea in 
March 1 6 2 4  arid continued with brief interruptions, unt.il about iklarch 
1526. Luther  followed his  expositio~i in t he  order in which the Minor 
Prophots a r e  found in t h e  Hebrew Bible. Toward the end  o f  1.525 he  
arrived a t  Zechariah and completed the book esrly in 1,526. Vol. 30 con- 
tains the Latin text of t he  Altenberg ~nanusc r ig t ,  which was  translated by 
Richard J. I l i~ida.  The  second half of the Zechariah volume coatains t he  
GerrrliLn comnic?ntary on Zechariah, published by Luther  himself in l.)ecem- 
her 1527. This was translated for English readers by fValthelS M. Miller. 
The German conlmentary i s  not :L translation of the  Lat in  Lect.111-es. John 
H. John l ~ a s  made indexes of topics discussed and of t h e  Oltl  rid New 
Testanlent 1):tssnges cited in  the body of these two comiiienta.tors. 

Luther believes tha t  t h e  ~ r o p h e t s  xvho prophesied aft.er the 13aby- 
lonian cagtivity had a s  their  purpose "to conlfort. the  remnant  o f  t h e  
dispersed peol~le wretchedly afflic.ted by captivity arid to encourage their1 
not to despair. They should not lose confidence?. t ha t  the  divine promises 
made to theln about their  corning king would be fulfilled: t ha t  Christ t h e i r  
king would finally conle in  spite of their  totally desperate situation, i n  
spite of their devastated land, in spi te  of a dispersed people facing i t  

nijsera.bie death" (p.  3 ) .  
As  fala as Luther  is concerned he  ascribes all 14 chagters  to the ~:)t-ophet 

Zcchnrir~h, riot merely c h a ~ t e r s  1-8, a.s modern critical scholl~rship does. 
I-le also believes that, m a n y  passages in Zechariah's book deal wi th  t h e  
t.in~e of  t.he New Testament and finds specifically prophecies about. J e s u s  
Christ the  Messiah. L u t h e r  considers t he  first six chapters  the m o s t  
difficult t o  int.rrpret. He complains about t h e  nlany different int.eryretations 
r.cga~.ciing the eight  riight visions curr'ent i l l  t,he 1it.eraturc: nva.ilable to 
hini. Luther  takes Jerome especially t o  task  for his  exegcsis (1). 7 3 ) .  The  
]{ranch mentioned a number  of times, is identified wi th  Christ.  

I"a.l9t TI of: Zechariah, chapters 9-14 Lut.k~er clainied dealt w i th  t h e  
future, narllely, about  t h e  succession of t.he t.ime up to  a.nd af te r  Christ .  
(p .  89) .  Chapter 9:9, ci ted in Matt. 21:s; J'ohn 12 : l5 ,  1,uthei clailzis 
"describes the very r ich  comfort and  broad propagatiori of the k i n g d o m  
of  Chi-ist throughout t h e  world among all nations" (1). 9 4 ) .  C h a p t e r  
l l : 12 ,  13 a rc  interpreted by Luther  a s  1)rophetic of Christ ' s  being s o l d  
for th i r ty  pieces of silver. I n  connection with the discnssion of tho m a t t e r  
of 11:13 which is cited by  Matthew and  ascribed to Jerenliah, L u t h e r  
proposes a number of possible solutions and  proceeds to berate those w h o  
spend their  tiriic: t ~ ~ y i n g .  t o  find discrepencies in the  Scriptures. "In t h e  
meantime, they neglect, the  lifeblood of religion, when they ought t o  be 
perforlning this  one d11ty especially-teaching a rul ing <:hrist. This  is some- 
thing al l  the ayost:les do  with unanimous agreement. They teach every- 
wlic?re tho mystery o f  t h e  suffering and resurrection of Christ as if they 
havc forgotten all t h e  r e s t  of His  miracles and activities (p.  125, 1 2 6 ) .  
The piercing in  12:10, t h e  fact t ha t  a fountain shall be opened for  s i l l  

(1 .3:1) ,  and the srnitten shepherd wounded in t he  house of friends (13: 6-7) 
are  all understood a s  prophetic  of Christ.  

Luther  would not allow t h c  separat ion of t he  Old Testanlent frolrl the 
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i\;:e\v. For  t.lit? Reforlner there was one co~nplete  revelation, consistillg of 
the books of the Old Testaillent and New Testanient. Luther  finds -ihe 
Trioity, the  person of Ch1-ist. the atollel~lent, law and  gosl)el, the cross 
and the resurrection in Zctcharinh. Scattered throughout the Coinine~itayy 
a re  also jritercs(.ing coinliients on proper hermeneuticnl rules to he obsel-vc!d 
in 1.11~ int.erl)~.etalion of l3iblicaI prophecy. 

R ( I . ~ / ~ ) I . o ~ I . c ~ ,  1.'. 8 7 ~ l . h  lit.!/ 
, - .- . - ---- - -- --- --- 

]jII)L'[(:AL THEOLOGY: OLD TESTAMENT I. By Chester I(. Lehnlali. 
Herald F'rc!ss, Scoltsdale, Pa., 1971. 485 pages plus bibliogr.aghy :,lid 

indices. C!oth. $:16.!)6. 

According to Berha1.d Igasel, Old Testament Theology is undeniably 
i l l  crisis ant1 althongh the  d i s c i~ l i ne  is centuries old, Old Tesliuneiit tile- 
ology is now not cert:tin of its identity. Professor Childs has writtel.1 n  
book entitled HibEictrl. %'lr.(:OlOgy i ? ~  Cria~is, cf. especially PI) .  61-87. j)r. 
Lehman who has 4 5  years of: teaching experience behind hirn shares wit11 
his readers his concegtion of O.T. theology. H e  served as 1)eari of Eastern 
Mennonite College (1921-1.956) and as head of the Bible 1)e~artment  i:~.oni 
1921 to 1965, serving >tlso a s  l>roiessor of Theology in the Seminrtry. Hc! 
also itllthol.ed a number of other 13iblical writings. 

111 the  area o f  nlethodology ernl~loyed he followed his  mentor at 
Pri~lceton Theo1ogic:il S(-minary, Geerhardus Vos and the work of  .J. I3 
Titcomb, . l tc~:cltrt~io?~ in. . l>?~o!yl~~s.s  j 7 . o ~ ~  A(l09?!. t o  3falaclr i (1871) . T11c 
r21)1)~oach of Lch~nan ' s  hook is conservative. Like Dr. Vos the author holds 
that "J3il;)lical tlleology should bc Bible-centered and that  in the 13iblt: 
contains a secorci of an  unfolding revelation of God, progressive in nature. 
:\rid cr~ ' l~ninat ing in t.he revelation of God through Jesus Christ" (11. 7 ) .  
Lehrnan al3proachcs the Old Testament as u collectiorl of books that  arc  
t.lieol~~leustos, "God-spirated," "Sprit-breathed." This position Lehnian holds 
also with regard to the  New Testament. 

I11 the  iriteryretat.ior1 of the Biblical books the author has follo\~~eii 
Lhe gram~natico-historical n-lethod, a n  a r ea  "where no one has spoken the> 
last word. There i s  a coritirluilig need for s tudy  and research in the entire 
lield of 1iel~mex~eut.ics'' (p .  7 ) .  He believes, l ike his mentor Vos, that 'there 
arc close interrelations among the periods of biblical history and the stages 
of God's revealing activity. For Lehliian divine revelation is composed 
both of Cod's actions in history slid His  spoken and written words in 
t.he 13ible. I n  his portrayal of  Old Testament Biblical theology the author 
ol)erntes with the uni ty of th.e canon;  unlike lnany other writers of Old 
Teslanle~lt theology he accepts the Xelv Testanient in te r~re ta t ions  relative 
to the corni~lg of t he  Messiah and t he  establishment of the New Testament 
kingdonl. 

111.. Lehman stands in the Anabaptist  XIet1nonit.e theological tradtion. 
Myron S. Augsburger, President of Eastern Melnlonite College, in the int.ro- 
auction believes t ha t  in t he  16th century t he  Anabaptist lnovernent carried 
the 1)rinciple of "sola scriptura" fur ther  than  their contempora.ry ~.eforiners 
and insisted the au thor i ty  of sc r ip ture  be seen in  the total. l ife of the 
disciple. Augsbi~rger  s ta tes :  "An essential aspect of the Anabaptist Nen- 
nonitc theology is the corlviction tha t  God's self-disclosure in ~~~~~~~~~~~~c 
culminates in the person of Jesus Christ and  that: thc Ril.)!e is int.erpsrted 



l)rol)erly only through Him. This has  led to regarding the  Bible as a n  
unfolding revelation in which the New Testament is on a higher level t han  
the Old Testment" ( p .  1 2 ) .  

Dr .  Lehman operates with this ~ r i n c i p l e  of hermeneutics  in se t t ing  
forth the  niessages and theology of the  Old Testa.rncnt in a way which 
I;akes seriously thct various Biblical thenles of the Old Testanlent and 
interprets tlielri in a. manner consistent with the whole scope of revelation. 
The readel  will find tha t  the author operated with a "high9 view of t h e  
Bible, as the reliable written Word of God. 

A writc:rSs isagogical views will control and affect h i s  interpretation 
of tile theology of the Older Covenant. While Lehman rejects the 1:)ocu- 
1~1ent:~ry Hy~o thes i s  (PI). 33-36) ,  he lists seven reasons for  the  acce l~tance  
of tho Ilentero-Isaiah theology. Yet llaniel is placc?d by Leliman i l l  YL 

setting around 600 13.C. (yp.  353-3541. 
Of all the recent theologies of the  Old Testament th is  reviewc?~ l i kes  

this one by far. Of course, in nearly 600 pages of 11latoria.l there a re  going 
t,o he  assertions and position taken tha t  a, reviewer froin within a Lu1:Eieran 
pei.spect,ivc will question. E:~ch chapter is supplied wi th  r i~any biblio- 
graphical references, and  has suggested readings f rom all Riblical t h e -  
ologies produced since the inception o f  . ' the Biblica.1 Theology Movenlent." 

In setting forth the developn~ent. of Old Testanlent theology Lehrriar~ 
followed the liistorical principle, dealing with the Primit.ivc? 13eriotl o f  
revelation (Gen. 1-11), then the Patr iarchal  period, followed hy t i l e  
1Mos;lic pericd. This material occupied PI). 42-3.97. After the lllosaic p e r i o d  
Prophelisni was taken up. I lere again the message of t h e  varioils p r o ~ h e t s  
was ])resented in historical order. Pp. 197-408 dealt wi th  tlie ccnt r ;~ l  n i e s -  
sage of t,he various prophetic writings. Pa r t  I11 deals  with t.he H a g i o -  
g r a ~ l i n ,  1.he Kethubim of the Hebrew 13ible. In  this  portion of the v o l l ~ m e ,  
Lehms~n i'ollows n topical principle, t reat ing topically the theo log ica l  
teachings as found in Psnlnls, Proverbs, Job,  Ecclesiastes and S o n g  of 
Solonloi~. This lmrt of the  work is outstanding. I t  is w i th  this  rnajor d i v i -  
sion of the Hebrew Old Testament t ha t  practically all  Old Testan~erl t  . the-  
ologies have a groble~n,  that  they do not carry out  their  objective, of 
presen'ting the data of the writings in  terills of t he  organizing p r i n c i p l e  
tha t  was choseli. 

Much usefnl ~ ~ i a t e r i a l  is found in this  volurne, which is to he co r l l -  
pleted by Professor Lehman, who is also writing a Il7ibeo1og?j of t i l e  N c ? , ;  
7'esin?)ren t .  

lZuy?no~~d 1;'. Sf~s7-b~u.(l 
- . - -- - -- -- - 

TI3E NABATEANS I N  HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE. BY John  I r v i n g  
Lawlor. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 3.974. 159 ])ages. Papel. .  
$3.95. 

This  book by Professor Lawlor of Baptis t  Bible College, C l a r k s  
Summit ,  Pennsylvania, is the 11th volunie in  Baker. Xtzidies ivc. lli7)1ical 
A?~clrtteology, a series of monographs describing findings of a r chaeo logy  i l l  
& form which is intelligible to t he  nonspecialist a s  well as to the  scholar- 
These studies will help s tudents  of the Bible to read and study the 
Scriptures in the jlluminating l ight  of archaeological discoveries. 

I n  1,ilwlor's monograph the  reader will find a s tudy  of a. people \3,hc 
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a re  usualIy not  discussed in books tha t  t rea t  Old Testament archaeology. 
I t  was the Nabatean people who  literally carved I'etra, "the ~ ~ o s e - r e d  cit,yW 
out  of thc! sandstone ~ n o n n t a i n s .  Tlie Nabateans were the successors of the 
Izdotnites, the  sorls of Esau. I t  was especially in  t he  second and fii.st, cell- 
tnries 13.C. t h a t  the Xahatean Arabs developed trade routes 01.1 wllicli 
various products were t ransported f rom southern Arabia as well a s  tTler- 
challdise froni the  East-Africa, India, and  China-to the "west," which 
illcluded Greece arid I taly,  together with Syr ia  a n d  Egypt, located near  by. 

131.. Nelson Glueck, who orice devoted a n  ent i re  volume to the  Nabs- 
tealls, characte~-ized the  Nabateans a s  ". . . one of the most remarkable 
people tha t  ever  crossed the s t age  of history." l 'r0fe~s0r Lawlor has  written 

~ ~ l l ~ ~ ) r e h e r i s i v e ,  il lustrated s ludy  of the  Nabatearis, the  beginriit~gs of 
wl-lose history can  be traced back to 700 B.C. arid which exterided to -4.1). 
100. ~ l l ( ?  s tndy is well-docu~nentcxl and those wishing to do Inore reading 
ill this a rea  I.ia.vc been supplied with a seven-page bibliography. S~tbject  
:\.rltl ;~utl lot~ indexes enhance t.he utility of: th is  l i r ~ e  monograph. 

Y0T.i ARE I-1II)lNC; GO11 FROM ME. Ry Albert Val1 dell Henval. F'o~.tress 
Press, Philadelphia. 1973. 120 yages. Pager'. $2.50. 

'I'iiis book i s  about Joshua  of Galilee whoin we know by thct luore 
colntrloli tlnrne, Jesus. T h e  s tor ies  lrligllt he t i t led a Afth Gospel; whatever 
we call theill, they a re  decidedly lessons in fai th.  A sampling of: thc con- 
t e r~ t s  serves iLS t h e  best review. 

111 "The Prayer" Jesus  (.l 'oshua) discusses t he  existence of God with 
Thomas. "l)o you believe t h a t  God exists? Of course. Isn't  tha t  a good 
answer? I t  sounded cheap because the  existence of God cannot he expressed 
well in words. H i s  beirig is not  arguable;  i t  can  only be shown. God's exist- 
ence is proved only by the  f a i t h  of h is  people. And that  is wha t  llrayer 
does. 13ut God i s  such a n  ilnpersonal word! Therefore say, Our Fa ther  . . .' 
(DD. 7 4 0 .  

I n  discussing fai th a rabbi  recounts how Jesus  forgave the s ins  of the 
paralytic. "To be a palsnlytic i s  not  a s  bad a s  t o  live without n~c?anitig. Tlie 
eveuiilg t ha t  I ]net Joshua  I knew tha t  illy life was  a Eailul'e. Let rile t ry 
to explairl . . ." (y. 118) .  

This latest in  the  Open Books series  i s  well worth the reading. 
l'astors in part icular  will g a i n  new insights  for  preaching and teaching. 
As with all books, one will, of ctourse, read critically, remembering that  
orily the text of Holy Scr ip ture  is God-breathed. 

J o l r ~ t  E'. . io l~l r . so~~.  

TI-IAT YOU MAY BELIEVE.  Stndies in t he  Gospel of John.  By  H o ~ n e r  
Iiailey. Baker  Rook I-Iouse, Grand Rapids,  1973. 193 pages. Clotli. 
$6.95. 

This book is a topical s tudy of t he  Gospel of John.  The first four  
c h a ~ t e r s  t reat  t h e  c l a i ~ n s  of J e sus  as to I l imself ,  to God, to Nessianic 
How,  and to H u m a n  Keeds. T h e  last, seven chi~pt t? rs  dwell on hu111nn testi- 



~ n o n y  a n d  that  of the  F a t h e r  and  t.he H.oly Spir i t .  This  is fnllo\ved by a 
)~jblio:raphy 011 Lhc last: two  pages. The  author  has obviorlsly dolle n 
[ . ren le i~dou~ aniount of work,  has  worked t,hrougll his 111aierial c:n~.ef.cllly 
a n d  is \'c-:13y collvcrsaiil. with both [.lie Old sltd thc K e w  Te~r.al i len:~.  T h a t  
tic! ]];IS a I i i ~ h  rctgard for. t,he iris1)ired S c r i ~ t u r e s  of 1jot.h TestaillonLs is 
cluitc? apl)arc?riL every\\rller.e. Conlparct pages 115-1.39 where lie writos con- 
cerrling ibIessianic l)l'ol)hecies all the way f rom Ger~.  3 : 1 5  to I?s. 1G. A 
t)caut.il:ul suliiinary of l~rophc?cy and  fullfillrnent is io1111d or1 y r g e  1.39. 
Ir.ltlettd ~ l ~ u c h  car1 be Ic?ur~led frorr~ this  1:)ook. Tncide~iis n.re 1)reselited from 
fin angle w l~ ich  the rea.dcr 11iis not t-hought of 1)efore. Jesns truly i s  a11 
1:11;lt Sclbipt.ur*e. Cod and  witnesses over clainied 'Uiln to he. 

The antlior assu!iic.s t h a t  a n  unbiased ~ . e a d e r  is reading h is  1)ook. He 
;~ssllllies that  the readcr  can collie to  only one  conc lus io~~ .  13ul. tlic-:~.ci~r lies 
the one great I'auli of: t h e  hook. "Rc!nson 111.t~st deierlninc. t.lie nnswer." (1). 
25 ) .  L~~I,fier.nnislll c ln i~ . i~s ,  on t..he basis of Scl-jpture, that: Scril)l.urc! is not 
on ly  no1.111ative 1)ilt a lso ca.ri$citi?;c. The  Holy Spir i t  works  fa i th  through 
S(:ripl:nrc:. Fa i th  is riot l~ iere ly  a rat ional  decision. Kationiilisn~ and  
sy11ergis111 jwrvade Lhis book. \?:e cluole t.wo senterices f r o ~ u  page I S 0  which 
i1l.e t.yl)ica!: "111 the face of  t h e  evidei~ce, we a re  left wi th  thc  decision tha t  
Chrisf. '~ c!lni~~ls are snch  tha t  eitlic?r I-le is I.hr So11 ol God o r  l-Tr is ])!as- 
p h e ~ n e ~ .  . . ." . . . "As reason weighs the  (:\riderice and iits it a l l  t oge t l~e r  .in 
every psrl., i l  can but  conc l~ tde  that  .lesus i s  wlial Jle clairi~ecl to 1)r: a n d  
wha t  John cln.irxied for X- l i~n ;  I le  is llie Christ ,  the Son of t he  l i v i ~ ~ g  (:odi" 
Co~l~l)al ,c  s i ~ i i i l ; ~ l '  st;Ltelllelits and  seriti~zlerits on pages 19,  20, 25, 101. '1.42, 
1 6 1 ,  1 8 1 ,  1 8 2 ,  154, 189, 190, 191, 193. Scri].?tnre is more t.haii factual  evidence. 
Jt. is that.  Hut i t  is also the  power of God nnto  salviltiol~. Alid l)c?c:arisc! of 
syl~ergisul this  book appears  to lack llie yrlnch of the vicarious a(.onc-!lrielit 
ol' Ctll,ist itlid the l)resellt.at;ion of IIinl as Savior  ftl.oin s in ,  dea th ,  1:llc ilevil 
:.I r 1 d  Il(-!I I .  

I"i1.111er. critic:isrns: "JIL Godhood they (t.hc Iq'ather arid Son) \vc?re 
cr lual ;  i r i  eternal snl~c?riority, in rank ,  and  in  ~rc?ei i i i~ience,  the Fa the r  
mils grw:ter than He" (1). 3 6 ) .  'l'hnt is a. confnsing sentence. Again, 1's. 13 
(1). GI.) is ]lot coilsidered :Vlessianic. On page 98 iV11artha's fa i th l  Jol i~i  :11: 27, 
is (lilll(-td an i n ~ l ~ e r f e c t  fa i th  "for i f  Jesus could have prevented the cleat11 
o f  Lazarus, couid He riot ra i se  Hill1 w e n  now?". 011 page 104 John is called 
"t.hc? inill~ersel.." Wi th  reference to John 5 :  39-40, page 11 G ,  t h i s  slat.ement: 
"The l ife was not  in Scr ip ture ,  bu t  in the  'me' to ~vhonl  Scri l~tul .e  t.cst.ilied." 
This  is 21 disco~icert . i r~g statement .  On yagc? 1 6 8  we are  told tha t  J'ohn 1.4-16 
were sl)okeu t o  t he  apost les ,  not to all disci1)les. And on page 174 we a re  
told: "The 1-Ioly Spir i t  d id  not  colne unti l  Pentecost, iifty days af te r  the  
resurrection; hence His work was af ter  t h e  close of the  130ok of .John." 
That  sent.ence needs qualification in view of passages such as ,John 2 0 :  22. 

Nonetheless, i f  t h e  readel.  will read the  book, keeping these differences 
fro111 Lutheran  theology i n   nili id, Ize will profit. therefrom. 

Ha?~olt7 If. 1 3 ~  Tx 

PRJ3ACHING OK JOHN,  Serlnon Outlines, Homiletical IJints. Ry R. C. Ii. 
Lenski. Baker  Book IIouse,  Grand Rapids, 1973. 194 pages. Paper.  
$2.95. 



'I'liis is a. re].)rint originally published in 1928. The  book js c?nthusi- 
a s t i ~ a l l y  re(:o11l1il(?nded to 1.h~: reader and,  for  once, n o  criticisins a re  
forthconii~ig. T h e  au thor  s ta tes  in the introduction: "The text studies and  
tile added Ilnlniletical hints a r c  intended to assist t he  preacher in arrnxigirig 
lor a scries ol' sertiiolis all dealing wi th  St .  John ,  both his pcrsoll and 
choicc portions o f  his teaching. Sonie of t.he t e s t s  offered afford malel.jal 
for nlore t,hali CIIC! sc:~.~ilon. T h a s  from a t  least e ight  np to  twelve scrmorls 
11lay be yreaclied fro111 (.he s tudies  subniit.t.ed." T h e  author  t,ruly lives u p  
to this objective. 

In this  book Ileliski esl)oullds three t.exts f rom the  Gospel of John,  one 
from Mark, one Pi'onl ibI.att.hew, olie from I John and  two from Elevelation? 
fols a t,otal of  c ighl .  l'llr: hoolr could I)e used for. sermonizing, for a 13ible 
CI:LSS, 01. for  a. ])lain spirit.na1 uplift. The reviewer read the  book in two 
.sit:tirigs allcl ~+~:ts ~ n u c l l  insl)ired by t.!ie book. 

Tile focus of' c:ooixsc i s  on ,John. h l~tch  is wr i t ten  about Peter.  n u t  t,k~el*e 
is one fasctinat,ing passage about  Judas  which should hait  the  leader :  ' , 'Yo 
tile very l i ~ s t  . 'lc?~us t r ies  to ~ t i a k e  .Jndas turn .  l3vcry Iileans is ltsc?d and. 
exhaustecl i l l  h i s  casc:. T h e  (loor to ~.epentance js opened wide, and 11owe1.ful 
urgi l~gs a r e  iylade to bear  upon Judas '  heart  t o  enter  t ha t  door; the  road 
to obduracy is not: cnloot.hed for Jndas,  hnt  every obstacle of which .Ics~rs' 
l o v e  knew is thro\vn i n  t he  path to block .Judas' heart  fronl c n t e r i ~ ~ g  ir .  
J'ndas n c t ~ ~ a l l y  hat1 to figlit h i s  way through to ga in  ~)erdi t ion! '  ( 1 ) ~ .  81.-82). 
.Buy  this book. 'FI-y it .  'Yo~l'll l i k e  it.. 

Hfr?.ol(l. .FI. 73.rl.l: 

ACTS, AN II\'131;;1'ENI)l3K'l' SrI'E1)Y. 13y I!.\:ing L. ,Tcnsen. 3Ioody 13r.e.r;s. 
(;liicago, 1973. 239 pilfi'es. 1.Saper. No price listed. 

'l'l~is book l'o:lows t h e  nietliod detailed by the  au thor  in  his lX1)E-  
J'RNI)ISN'Y l',IHLiS STUDY. I t  is  a n  inductive st,ltdy wl*ittell for lhe lay- 
Inan. Tllc!i.c a r e  1no1-c 1)ages t,llari l isted ahovt? 1)nt t he  i.eviewer is uacer ta i~ l  
as to the F S I I C ~  nuniber. According to t h e  Table of Contents, Part. F'our 
begins with 1);lge 241 but, i n  the  copy sen t  to  t he  r e ~ i e w e r  t he  pages I'ollow- 
ing page: 240 a r e  duplicates of ],ages 225-239. T h e  copy is d e f e c t i ~ e .  Th~1-e-  
l:ore this review does not  cover P a r t  F o u r  of t he  book. 

This 111aiiual constantly directs  t he  reader  to  four cluestioris: What 
does i t  s a y ?  W h a t  does i t  mc?ari? How does it: apply today? Ho\v may  I give 
this to others'! ( p .  1 5 ) .  T h e  a u t h o r  considers t h e  Hiblo t he  inspil,ed, infal- 
lible IVord of God. (1). 2 3 ) .  He c ~ r e f u l l y  leads t h e  reader  through the  Book 
of Acts and serves both a s  teacher  and  guide. T h e  reader  i s  expected to do 
a lot ot' work. T h i s  inanual  is  no t  fo r  a lazy yerson. Wi th  helps t he  reador i s  
asked to scad, rei.ead, and  read aga in ,  t o  ana.iyze and  organize t he  t.honghts 
of lhe text. Along the  way much  bibliographical material  is affordecl in 
tile footnotes. T h e  reviewer caririot vouch for t he  reliability of all t.hc 
works cited for he does n.ot know thein a l l ,  hu t  niany a re  cited. Kacli 
chapter has explanations, f u r t h e r  advanced s tudy ,  a.nd qlxestioris. The 
tindersigned did not  do all  t he  analyt ical  work suggested h u t  inus t  :~dnii t  
that lie refreshed h.is memory  a n d  learned i l ~ u c h  by reading t h e  i:~ook 
through in two sitt ings. T h e  book could 1)rofitably be used b y  past.or, 
l a~ l l lan ,  Bible Class or even as an outline in an esegeticnl c:oul,se on i.he 

Seminary level. 13ut t he  ma in  asse t  in th is  hook is t h a t  it. aifo1.d~ 1)r i~nl .o 
Rible study for a n y  one who i s  wil l ing to  do careful  Rihle stncty. 



Hut the Lutheran reader is warned about the following defects: Pages 
66, 10.3 and 104 indicate t h a t  t he  riut.hor is a nlillennialist. H e  suggests s 
nunlher of hooks for the prelllillennial view h u t  only one for the  l~lillennial 
view of t.he Kingdom o f  God. Secondly, i t  is not. clear where the a ~ l t h o r  
s tands on the charismatic movement.. On page 81 he s ta tes  correctly t ha t  
the tern1 "gift of the Holy Spirit" in Acts 2 :38  is the  Spi r i t  13imself. On 
page 135 he states that  the  delay of the  phenomena in Acts 8:1,5 "should 
riot be taker1 as  n normative Christian experience." B u t  h is  notes on 
Fur ther  Advanced Study or1 pages 77 and 90 a re  a bi t  bewildering. Per- 
haps the undersigned has misunderstood the  author. Again. on pages 83 
and 1.01 the author plainly confuses the  foreordained will of God with 
refererice t.o the woibk of Christ with that  of the  yi.euest.in:~tion of t he  
individual Christian, or a t  least  the questioris might  in1p:y such  confusion. 
I ~ ~ , ~ r t h e ~ . r n o ~ ' e ,  on  page 124  we alee told tha t  in  Rev. 1 : 3 3  and  :1.4:14 the title 
"Son of Mail" is riot the same: RS t ha t  used in Acts 7 :  5 6 .  Again ,  on page 
140 the alltho1 takes no s t and  or1 bagtism but  111erely ~ ~ e f e r s  t he  reader to n 
work whicli discusses t he  different .viewpoints. Again, on page :1.88 the 
author comniits the serious error  of saying that  in Gal. 2 :  111'1': "The 
motives of both Peter  arid Barnabas were obviously sincere." The  text 
1)lainly says that they playeri the hypocrite. The author  maintains that  
I?;~nl ~ n a d e  an issue of Peter 's actions to avoid splittirig the  churcli into a. 
.Jewish faction and a. Gentile faction. T h a t  is riot so. Pau l  was plainly 
tlealirig with the subject of how a rr~nn is justified heforc! God, not a split 
in the church. Agrtin, on page 207 the  author  l~ l a in ly  reveals that  he 
k)elicves that  t.hc New Testament Sunday has  growri ou t  of' tfie "decision," 
"saved,"aricl " su~~rende r"  (pp .  3.38, 1 4 1 ,  142,  1 4 4 )  the  au tho r  indicates il 
synergistic: bent. Lutherans  believe that ,  though Inan does the  I~elieving, 
sucli faith is wholly :i work of God in rnari, not due to  a n y  la ten t  powc.!r in 
)iis reason or wi l l .  The words of Luther  in  his explanatiori to tlie third ' 

article a re  dear to every Lutheran:  "I believe tha t  I cannot  by 1ny own 
reason oin strength believe in Jeus  Christ,  my  Lord,  or colrie to Him. 
13ut the Holy (:host. 11;~s called m e  by the (.:os])el, enlightened rile with His 
gifts, etc." 

If t h e  Lutllel-ari render will keep the aforementioned defects of this 
book in mind, he can use i t  with profit. 'We Lutherans  don't read our BibIe 
as or  a s  rnuch as .wt? ought. This  book will get yon int.0 one  of the hooks, 
T h e  A(:ts o f  t h e  Al)ost,les. 

1 ~ ~ 1 ~ ~ 0 1 ~ 1 .  kr. 1.<,1~1,9 
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