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BOOK REVIEWS 
I. BIBLICAL SrTUDIES 

FREEDOlN I N  FAITH. A Comnlentary on Paul 's Epistle to the  Galatians. 
By H. D. McDonald. Fleming H. Revell Cornpany, Old Tappan,  New 
.Jersey, 1973. 157 pages. Cloth. $3.95. 

111 a lnenio accompanying the  book, the publishers make t h e  following 
claim: "In FREEDOM IN FAITH, H. D. i\/IcDona.ld presents a highly 
readable commentary on this epistle tha t  is directed t,oward tho avel'age 
Christian: the student who is just heginning to  corile to grips with the  
New Testament, thc.Christ ian who wants  to ge t  to the hea r t  of Paul's 
message that  "for freedom Christ has set  us frec!"  The  clairxl is justified. 
The conime~it,ary is for the :1verBage reader and avoids the  itf fall of much 
time spent on l)robletiis. But  the  average pastor can read th i s  commentary 
with much profit. The author has  done his hornewor~k i11 this  book, all the  
way froni Luther 's  monumental Corrlnientary or1 Galatians, 1535, down to 
the present day. H e  has a great  deal of respect for  Luther  and  quotes h im 
oftex]. 

T h i s  does not mean that  we give the book a n  uriqualified recom- 
n.lendation. On pages 88-89 again 2nd again baptisrc is described a s  a 
declaration of faith. I t  is an evidence of t he  na ture  of grace. I t  is n 
confirlliatiori and  sealing, a "visible manifestation of what  is given to the 
cliurch by faith." The author makes clear tha t  he does not accept baptism 
~ L S  lneans o f  grace. On pages 70-71 the  author can't  cluite accept the  fact 
tha t  the (;ospctl was l~reached to Abra.ham: "The object and  t h e  quality 
of fait,ll a r e  not quite the  same in the Old Tes tament  a s  in t h e  New.". . . 
"The 1)romise given to Abraham was subs ta~i t ia l ly  t h e  gospel in anticipa- 
tion." 011 pages 75 and 7 6 ,  unlike Luther ,  the  author has  a h a r d  time 
t ak ing  Gal. 3 :  13 and 2 Cor. 5:21 a t  face value. Christ was niade a curse 
fo r  us. God made Him to be sin for us. This  is t h e  vicarious atonement in  
all i ts  beauty and should not be watered down. Fur thermore ,  we find 
occasional synergisnl. " I t  is entirely from God's side alone a ma t t e r  of 
gritct?; a n d  on man's side a fact of faith" (p .  5 7 ) .  "Fai th  is presented as 
t h o  ollc nc?cessary condition for redemgtion" (p .  7 4 ) .  O n  pages 53 and 
54 i f .  s ta ted  tha t  those of the party of J ames  i n  Jerusalem said tha t  
G.entiles 111ust be sel)ara.ted fro111 feilowship." Tha t  cannot be proved. 
Lutherans  would disagree with this  s ta tement :  "But whether these ele- 
rllelits ( 4 :  3 )  a r e  (:onsidered to be childish teachings o r  tyrannizing spirits 
i s  not. ~)ossihle t.o dc?terniine." Paul  himself exg la i~ i s  this  tern1 in 4:9, 10. 
On 4:F the  nutho]' s thtes:  "Their reception into sonship is here regarded 
a s  antecedent t.o the Spir i ts  ( s ic )  presence" (p. 95) .  Gal. 3: 1-5 plainly 
s tates  t.ha.t they a re  col'lcomittant. With reference to 5 : 4  this  sentence on 
gage 124: "Thc issue here is not  whether a believer can fall from a state 
of grace a n d  he lost." T h a t  i.s t he  issue. The  author  plainly reveals his 
Reformed bias wi th  this  sentence. 

There  is a beautiful passage, page 119,  on t h e  nexus between justifica- 
tion and sanctification. W e  quote it in pa r t :  "This section, (5:l-6:10), is 
designed to  show tha t  the  doctrine of .justification by fai th through union 
with Chrjst ,  far from loosening tlie bonds of morality, as the  Judaizers 
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alleged, rat t ler  l)resent,s anti es-kblishes a loftier, and a t  t he  same time, a 
really atta,inable el;llical ideal. I t  is because men a re  free in  Christ t h a t  
they can be exhorted. Slaves can be commanded; free men a re  commended 
Christiaxi freedom, the  apostle has already made clear, is based upon 
redemption. I n  this  Stat<? and  status men s r e  t ruly f ree ;  but they must  
not relapse into ~ l a , Y ( ? r ~ .  I n  his doctrinal section, Paul has asserted tha t  
any Illeasure of a retwrn to 1~~:~lisrr l  makes the  assumption tha t  justifica- 
tion and l i fe  depend upon t h e  1)erformance of certain requirements of 
law. Such a notion, h e  has  readily and successfully repudiated. Now, 
however, in t h i s  ~)l.actical sect.iOn, he  makes the point tha t  freedom does 
not Inearl excess; for  freedom involves responsibility." 

Hul-oltd II. Buls 

STUDIES I N  COLOSSIANS AND PHILEMON. By W. H. GrifGth Thomas. 
13aker Bovk House, (.;rand Rapids, 1973. 201 pages. $5.95. 

As the  t i t le  indicates, th is  book is ~ n a d e  up of two parts. The corn- 
~nell tary on Colossiaxis is a revisio11 of the author's Ciivist P?.e-e?nin.ent 
(1923) by h is  daughter .  The  conimentary on Philemon was composed by 
the author 's  daughter  011 t he  basis of his unpublished outline notes. 
Pages 177-200 comprise two apl~endices:  an article on the life and work 
of Paul a ~ l d  "IS. General S ~ l r v e y  of St .  Paul 's Epistles." 

Later  in  t h j s  review the  1,ut.heran reader will be alerted to some 
defects in t h i s  book, but. first what  is good about i t .  The book is free of 
higher-critical presui)pos'itions arid it is clear that  the  author considers 
the Scriptures a s  the very Tf70rd. of God. Furthermore,  Mr. Thomas was a 
carefnl worker  in  t he  S c r i ~ t u r e s .  I-Ie lets Scripture iriterpret itself for the  
most part.  H i s  word studies a r c  valuable. And he  brings one r ight  to the 
heart of the  tes t .  His applicat ions are  worth pondering. Herewith a sample 
of his work:  " K o t w i t h s t a n d i n ~  our  surroundings each one of us lives in a 
little world of h i s  owri; for ,  whatever else we do with others, we think 
alone, we brea the  alone, w e  die alone. and we shall awake on the other 
side alone. And so  God's t r u t h  comes to nlan alone, dealing with him as  
an individual, as well as one of a number, warning every man,  and teaching 
every man" (p. 70) .  "The l.wo rocks on which lnost philosophies split with 
it (Christ iani ty)  a r e  those of s i n  and redemption, and yet no system of 
thought car1 be regn.rdcd i I S  worthy of the naIne of '~visdorn' which does 
not reckon wi th  hurnan depravity and find a place for divine redemption 
from it" (p .  5 5 ) .  

But the  co~ilmeritaries a r e  Reformed and not Lutheran. Prayer is 
plainly considered a means  of grace. "Prayer also has a wonderful way of 
cleansing ou r  insight  and  i l luminat ing  Hi s  Word" (p. 1 2 6 ) .  "Prayer makes 
real the presence of God" ( p .  1 3 8 ) .  These esanlples a re  typical of this  
strain running  throughout  the  book. Secondly, t he  theology of this  book 
is synergistic. T h e  word "surrender" is found frequently. Here is a typical 
sentence: "The next  exhortat ion refers to ' the word of Christ,' which we 
are  to allow to dwell in us, accepted by a trustful  heart ,  ~velcomed by a 
surrendered will  and  obeyed by a loyal life" (p. 1 1 6 ) .  I n  keeping with 
this thought, we find this sentence on gage 44 :  "The Holy Ghost does not 
flow through ~ne thods ,  but  t h rough  nlen.'' The Lutheran would say tha t  
thc  Holy Ghost comes to us  through the Word of God. Fur thermore ,  it. is 



plain tha t  Baptism and the Lord's Supper a r e  not  considered means  of 
grace. (See pages 89 and 101). Again, on pages 94-96 t he  au tho r  plainly 
tu rns  the  Old Testament Sabbkth into the  Sunday of t he  New T e s t a n ~ e n t .  
Just  one final criticism: On page 110 we a re  told tha t  mank ind  .is respon- 
sible for sin but  not for its existerice because s in  had no  part. of t he  
original creation. That  amounts to a denial of total  depra'vity. 

Nonetheless, if the Lutheran pastor uses this  volu~ilc? wi th  care, there is 
much there about the person a n d  work of Christ.  T h e  au tho r  s t a t e s  again 
and again, on the  basis of the text,  who Christ t r u l y  is and w h a t  H e  h a s  
done for  mankind.  

Ha?-old 31. Buls 

GOD'S LAST WORD TO MAN, STUDIES I N  HEBREWS. By G. Campbell 
Morgan. Raker Rook House, Grand Rapids, 1974.  Paper. 160 pages. 
$2.45.  

Tho back cover of this book states:  "The Morgan Library  h a s  been 
1 established to restore and make available some o f  the outstanding wri t ings 

of thc prorninent Bible teacher and  preacher, G. Campbell Morgan. Th i s  
has bee11 ~ n a d e  possible through the courtesy of his heirs.  (4. Canlpbell 
Morg;tn is best remenlbered for his  teaching luinistry from lecture plat- 
forms and l~u lp i t s  in England, America, and  throughout  the wor.ld." Then 
eleven reprinted books are  listed of which our present volume is one. 

This volulnc on Hebrews is reconlrnended for  131'ivate Bible s tudy,  a 
Biblc class or  n. rapid refresher course for the  pastor. 11; is riot a conl- 
~nenl.ary ill the  accepted sense. A commendable a t t i tude  toward t h e  i~ lsp i red  
Scriptures and the Person of Christ  pervades the  book. 

S;im])le passages on the person of Christ :  "All the 1)artial l ights  of t h e  
Old economy and all the clear shining light of the new find theis full 
radiance and interpretation in t he  Person of Jesus ,  t h e  Son of God. The  
Priest ,  tilerefore, is one through Who111 the  outsider rnay be brought  t o  
the Thsonc, and have communion therewith" ( g .  6 6 ) .  "Sin which excludes 
the God-made Inan from fellowship with the God Who  niade him, and  
loves l l i n~ ,  nlust be dealt with in some way, i n  order  t ha t  h e  may find 
his w a y  hack to God. I t  is t h i s  function which is perfectly fulfilled i n  
Jesus, the Son of God" (11. 6 6 ) .  " I t  is because I le  is K ing  of righteousness 
tha l  H e  is also King of peace. T h e  eternal order  is first pure, then  peace- 
able. This  Pr ies t  within the veil has entered, having made provision by 
~vhicli huniali sill can be dcalt with both a s  to i t s  pollution and i t s  
paralysis; a n d  in and through Him Inan may stand in  the  presence of 
the Holiest" (p.  86) .  Other passages could be quoted. However, we do not  
agree that  the  Word of God (Kebr .  4:12) is no t  a reference to  t he  Bible, 
"but  to the So11 Who is the Word of God" (1). 5 9 ) .  

Other examples of quotable passages: "What i s  intended is t ha t  
through the  Son, everything symbolized in the  r i tual ,  and  everything 
demanded in the  law find fulfilment" (p .  4 2 ) .  "Unbelief, in  t h e  sense of 
disobedience to the revealed will  of God, whether  through Moses or the  
Son, i s  not orily nlercly wrong, but completely destructive of life. These 

l~oople had had  the word of God through Moses. We have it through the 
Son" ( p .  5 1 ) .  "This Tabernacle was s representation in  the  mater ia l  realnl 
of spir i tual  facts" (p .  100). "These people referred to  a s  a cloud of wit-  



nesses arc-: not described a s  watching us a t  al l ,  but as  sl)ea.king to  us ,  wit- 
nessing to us" ! p. 1 1 9 ) .  

n u t  we have  some criticisms. The use of t he  term "sovereignty of God" 
(e.g. pp.  1 4 4  a n d  146) reminds the Lutheran reader  tha t  h e  i s  deal ing with 
a Refornled anthol-. Pages 30 and  31 plainly indicate that  Morga.11 did not 
collsider 8 3Iessianic but  refers to the dignity of man.  According to 
the  author Hebrews was wl-itten to Gentile Christians. "The Hebrew people 
after the  fiesh, had heen excoxnnlunicated by the  word of Jesus spoken in 
Jerusalem" (p .  75). This  nlearis that  the Xew Covenant is not  for  the 
Jews. And. on page 93, we a r e  told: "The wr i te r  of this let ter  declares 
plainly that. h a d  that  covenant not broken down, there would have been 
no new covenant.'' I t  was i rnl~erfect ,  to be su re ,  but i t  was unbelieving 
Israel which failed, not the  Covenant. And finally, the Lutheran  reader 
is warned of occasional synergism: "We lnust see to i t  tha t  we give all 
diligence to seek tha t  immediate guidance of t.he Spirit ,  which is possible to 
us; arid a s  we find it ,  to yield inlrnediate obedience thereto" (p .  9.7) .  Also 
see Imge 111 arid 121 .  

l i n?~o l t l  TI. B ri.1.s 
. - - -- . -- . - - - -- - - 

BEGINNI.NGS I N  13113LE GEOGRAPHY. By Howard F. Vos. Moody 
Press, Chicago, 1973. 126  pages. Paper. $1.60. 

This  is one of the  ]nost useful hooks in  the Liegi?lnin(js series 01. 

Moody Press,  dcsigned to help Biblical s tudents  better to u n d e r s t a ~ d  the  
Holy Scriptures.  Dr.  Vos is t h e  autliol' of Ee!1inni7f!j.~ i?? I7re Xc?c: %'e.strr-  
711.ent. Bible :.1.?.(-*/tc~eolv(jy. and  .Bible GeoyrccpF.?j. 

Since the  Judeo-Christian faith is an historical religion, i t  is neces- 
sary to know both history and geography a s  i t  pertains to the  countries 
and people wi th  who111 the Jews and  Christians of the Old and New 
,Testaments carne illto contact .  The  lliblicai d rama  was acted out  on the 

) stage of geogml,hy. T h e  events  of' the two Testaments took place in  
eleven different countries a n d  geographical regions-Meso~otamia, Pales- 
tine, Egypt, Phoenecia, Syria ,  I ran,  Cyprus, Asia Minor, Greece, Malta 
and Italy. T h e  a11t.hor t rea ts  them in this order  in his introduction to 
Biblical geograyhy. 

The t rea tment  is nontechnicai and introductory. Those wishing a more 
detailed knowledge will find a list  of additional works a t  the  end of the  
book. Drs. Vos a n d  Charles F. Pfeiffer have authored a longer work, l 'he  
Wycl i f l e  Hi.stori.caZ Geogmphy of Bible Lands (Chicago: Moody, 1967), 
where the interested s tudent  can  find much additional information about 
the lands of t h e  Bible. This  is a good book for the church l ibrary or 
Sunday School library. 

liaymond P. S ' I L Y ~ I L T ~  
-. . - - -. .- - - - - - - - . . . - - - 

I N T E R L I N E A R  ARAMAIC-ENGLISH OLD TESTAMENT. Translated by 
James S. Wallace and  Freder ick  J. Schwartz. Illustrated by Daniel 
Fernandez. I3errien Springs,  Michigan, 1971. 135 yages. Cloth. 

The plan of this  book w a s  probably suggested by such volumes as 
George Ricker Berry's Tlte In te~ . i inea?-  L i t e ~ a l  T r a n s l a t i o n  of the Hebrew 
Old T e s t a m e n t  (originally pubIished b y  Handy Rook Corporation, Harr i s -  



burg,  Pennsylvania) ,  P a r t  I-Genesis and  'Esodus or  1 ' 7 ~ ~  I?lterlin.en?* 
H(?bi .e i ( .  ( / , r r l  p;n<llislt Pnnltci. ( L o n d o ~ i :  Samilc.1 i?agstcr a n d  Sons, last 
pr int ing 1956). I11 this volume all the i2ran~aic  material  of the Old 
Testanlent (Gen. 31: 47; Jer.  10:  11; Ezra  4 :  8-24 ; 5 :  1-17; 6 :  1-12?; 7: 12-26 ;  
Dan. 2 : 4  ( b ) - 4 9 ;  3: l -30;  4:l-37; 5:l-31; G:1-29; 7:I-28) is presented in 
the  Aramaic wi th  a literal rendering beneath each word or words, wi th  
tho translation of the King dames in small p r in t  on the  r ight  hand 
margin of the page. Wallace and  Schwartz l~ repa red  t.h.is edition of t he  
Biblical Aramaic materials of Ez ra  and Daniel for  theologians, clergymen 
and Biblical students that  they might obtain a more precise knowledge 
of them. I t  is the  hope of the authors  t ha t  with t h e  aid of this  inter l inear  
rendering Bible students will be able to obtain a more precise view of 
the understaridiilg of the original text. 

In  the introduction the two authors asserted:  "Although nothing can 
take the  place of a thorough knowledge of a language in most fully grasp- 
ing the  meaning, this book is intended to aid s tudents  in  t he i r  initial 
study of the Araniaic language a s  well as  those students  who a r e  already 
fnmil ia~.  with the Hebrew language" (1). Y )  

In  addition to the Aramaic t e s t  and l i teral  t ranslat ion,  t h e  authors 
have added a complete glossary of Aramaic-D2nglish a n d  English-Aramaic 
in order further. to aid s tudents  in the  s tudy of this  impor tant  Biblical 
language. 

The Volunie is dedicated to Dr. F. Alger F. Johns, au thor  of A Short  
G?.a?n?~.n?. of Biblical Arci?izu.ic (Herrien Springs,  Michigan: Andrews 
University Press, 1963. ) 

1,Vitli the alitliors, who pray tha t  this  book will stirllulate many 
students  and pastors to pursue the exegesis of the A2-aniaic portions of 
tho Old Testament, we join in wishing that  the i r  work will achieve its 
goa 1. 

I?ayn~o?zd  F .  ,Y?~?.bu?-g 
-. - - - -. - . - - , . - . -. . -. - . . - - 

IT. 'THEOLOGICAL-HISTORICAL STUDIES 

CIll3ilTIOS ANI) NEW CREATION: The  Pas t ,  Present ,  a n d  Future  of 
God's Creative Activity. By John Reumann.  Augsburg Publishing 
House, Minneapolis, 1973. 128 pages. Paper. $3.95. 

R c u n ~ a n n  argues that  Christianity, especially part icipants  of the 
lnodern era,  overeniphasizes redemption a t  t h e  expense of creation. Pa r t  
of this  problern can be at t r ibuted to Christianity's a t tempt  t o  distinguish 
features of Biblical doctrines a s  set forth in  Scripture. However, such 
distinctions, tliough necessary to teach God's involveinent in  all phases 
of history and daily life, perpetuate semantic  categories t h a t  a r e  dis- 
tinctively d~fferent  from each other but fail to  indicate how and where 
they also correspond. As a solution to the problem, Reumann suggests 
the followil~g definitions a s  a working principal :  "crentio?? is a n  action of 
God, reflecting his power a n d  goodness, affecting all men and  a t  times the 
world of na tu re ;  ~ e d e m g t i o n  i s  an action of God, reflecting his power and 
goodness, affectillg those in Israel or 'in Christ '  who accept his ac ts  as 
salvation and  new life." Thus those who experience redemption often go 
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on t o  talk of creat ion,  in  f a i th ;  o r  both creation a n d  redemption a t tes t  t o  
t h e  Lordship of Christ .  

As a s tuden t  of t he  Old Testament, th is  reviewer appreciates 
Reumann's discnssion of "Creation and New Creation." Genesis 1 closes 
wi th  an  enighasis on worship. Children of God respond to God's creation 
because they a r e  brought  into a relationship with God through h i s  creative 
power. Isaiah 40-55 notes the  same  emphasis. The  return from the  Es i le  is 
l ike the first Exodus.  God, who created the world, i s  also the  God who 
redeems people. Without  God's creation there would be no redemption; 
bu t  redemption is from the same  G.od who created everything. Creation 
gives life; so does redemption. "Living people," who are  in  a relationship to 
God, worship t h e  One who made and  redeemed them. Therefore, creation 
a n d  redelliption a r e  to be viewed a s  closely associated. God not only creates 
but  I-e-creates-"Creation and New Creation." 

This  point is carefully spelled out  as  well by Paul in  t he  New 
Testament-"Any man who is i n  Christ i s  a new creature (new creation)." 
T h e  man of f a i th  can only call Jesus "Lord" if he  is willing to  call him 
Lord of creation. F o r  the  m a n  of fai th,  creation and  redemption a re  cosmic 
in  pe r s~ec t ive  to life. There  is no  life now, then, or  tomorrow apar t  from 
t h e  same God who  made a n d  redeemed the world. Therefore, t he  acts of 
creation and redemption a r e  not  only to be believed but  also to be con- 
fessed; and  confession is only "in faith." 

Reumann's discussion is essential for people who live under God. If 
we believe God redeemed us, t hen  certainly our view of nature or  the world 
must  be one which reflects t h e  perspective of a redeemed child of God. 
Nature and t h e  world a r e  fo r  our "living," not for our misuse;  just as 
redemption is fo r  our "living" a n d  not for  our misuse. 

1.V. F.  J f e y e ~  

GETTING TO KNOW GOD. By  Paul  Steeves. In tervars i ty  Press, Downers 
Grove, Illinois. 1973. Paperback. $1.50. 1 1 6  pages. 

Designed as a s tudy guide on the Biblical concept of God, H i s  nature,  
and  His a t t r ibutes ,  th is  l i t t le  book is intended for discussion purposes i n  
post-Sunday School age Bible classes. I t s  arrangement puts the  emphasis 
on Biblical s tudy,  the author 's  comments intended merely to guide a n d  
to stimulate. These  a re  always brief notes, oriented towards uncluestioning 
reliance upon the  Biblical t ex t ;  and  the  units a r e  easily within the  at tain-  
ment of an  hour 's  class. T h e  Reformed emphasis surfaces on various 
themes, especially on the sovereignty of God a s  the control factor i n  
theology. 

E. 1;:. z<lz6g 

THE ATONEMENT. By Archibald Alexander I-Iodge. Baker. Book I-Iouse, 
Grand Rapids,  '1974. (reprint: of 1907 edition) Paperback. 440 pages. 
$3.95. 

On the  valid principle t h a t  classics endure to fu ture  generat ions Baker 
Book I-Iouse h a s  launched a new series, "Notable Books in Theology," 
First anlong these reprints is the vtagnum opus of Archibald A, Hodge, 
father of t he  still more famous  Charles Hodge. Both served as professors 



of systematic theology at Princeton in its more halcyorl days of Biblical 
support and loyalty. I t  was the  e ra  when the likes of Bushnell,  the  new 
Socinians and  Arians, Schleiermacher, Mercersburg Theology (Schaff et 
nlzi). German rationalism, Broad Churchism (Anglicanism),  Darwinism, 
etc., were all breaking lances wi th  Biblical theology. 011 every side, notes 
Hodge, there were forces 1) "disposed to deny the  supernatura l  as impos- 
sible, or to ignore i t  as  unknowable," 2)  "tending to  lead the  theologians 
away froni the sinlplicity of t he  Gospel," 3 )  working wi th  the  presupposi- 
tion that  "doctrines a re  first formed to satisfy rational views of wha t  they 
ought to be (according to rat ional ism) and t h , en  a reference i s  made to  the 
Bible to elicit inspired confirmation of t ru ths  otherwise derived." ( 1 6 )  As 
a result, "the two great doctrines . . . which have suffered the  most  . . . are 
those concerning the na ture  and  extent of Biblical inspiration, and  the 
nature of the redemptive work of Christ." "These natural ly s t and  or  fall 
together," s tates  I-Iodge. H e  devoted his energies to defend the  second, 
Christ's atoning work; while another  Princetonian, Benjarilin Warfield, 
concentrated on the integrity of t h e  Biblical Word. 

Since the Moral Influence and Goverrimental Theories were  especially 
rife arid virulent in tha t  day, Hodge has them always i n  mind a s  h e  assays 
to set forth S c r i ~ t u r e ' s  teaching on the atonement, to  demonstrate  how 
the church has c:onsistently held on to the pure Scriptural  teaching, and 
finally to counter the various assaults and heresies tha t  undermined it .  
Atone~tlent is ''Sati.sf(~ctbo:" a term, he r ightly s tates ,  which the  church 
in  all tinles past preferred to  use, since "it a lways nieans precisely that  
which Christ did in order to save  h is  people" ( 3 3 )  through Hi s  active and 
passive obedience. Expiation a n d  ~ r o p i t i a t i o n ,  while often used inter- 
changeably, a r c  also carefully distinguished, each wi th  i t s  peculiar nuance. 
the first as "respects the bearing or  effect which Satisfaction h a s  upon sin 
or  llpon the sinner," and the second with "respect t o  t he  bear ing  or. effect 
which Satisfaction has upon God." ( 4 0 )  Christ's work was  a!together 
~)c?rfrct and  all-sufficient, a satisfaction which reconciled the  Fa the r  to 
sinners. This, says Hodge quite rightly, is the "main sense" of key passages 
like 2 Cor. 5, 1 9  and Rom. 5 ,  10. There was need tha t  s inners ,  t he  objects 
of God's just. anger and hatred (Ps.  5, 5 ;  7, 11)) be restored to the  status 
o f  forgiven, once again accepted and acceptable sons of God before the 
holy.and righteous God, before they, in turn ,  also be urged on t h a t  basis 
to  be reconciled with God. (180) Though there  is some repetition. Hodge's 
word studies on the basis of both the  OT and  the  NT-atonement, expia- 
tion, ~ ~ ' o p i t i : ~ t i o n ,  reconciliation, redemption, justification, etc.-are excel- 
lent,  3s is also his review of t he  O T  sacrificial system ( b u t  Chytraeus' 
lit.t,le book on sacrifices. put out  by Concordia, is bet ter!)  ; a.nd especially 
incisive and devastating a r e  h is  rebuttals of the host  of 19th century 
theories (Mot'al Example, Declaratory, Governmental, etc.) on the  atone- 
menl ,  all of which de-flower and  play the  very devil with t h e  vicarious 
satisfaction of Christ.  

If t.hcre a r e  faults to be found they would a l l  have to do with the 
usual differences tha t  continue to  divide Lutheran  and Reformed theology; 
on this matter ,  especia.11~ t h e  l imit ing of t he  atonement. Loyal to his 
Calvinist stance, Hodge, too, operates out from the control article on 
God's sovereignty. H i s  ambiguous and  ambivalent position is evident in a 
statelnent like this:  "There is no l imit  whatsoever i n  t h e  Redemption of 
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the  Lord Jesus ezcept that  whic l~  resides i n  the eternal purpose of God to 
save thereby the elect and none others." (Emphasis added) The Lutheran 
position is intolerable to him and  lacking in  "logical consistency," because 
i t  does not at tempt to solve the  Crux ttheologor~~~m, czw aEii, alii now. Like 
Calvin, he simp1 y ventures in where even angels fear to tread, and answers: 

It is inconceivable that  this highest and most peculiar love, which 
lnoved God to give his only-begotten and well-beloved Son to undergo a 
painful and shameful death, could have had for  its objects the  myriads 
from whom, both before and after Christ, h e  had withheld all  knowl- 
edge of the  gospel. . . . Can such love . . . fail to secure the  certain 
blessedness of its objects? (409)  

Obsessed with the sovereignty of God article, and flying directly into 
the face of clear Scripture, Hodge endorses all Confessional statements of 
Reformed theology on the limited atonement and concludes that  on this 

that  God's sovereign and eternal decrees carry the  means as  well as the 

I matter of limiting the atonement to  the elect even "children ought to know 

end." (429 )  But  children don't handle Scripture as  a waxen nose! 

FOR A FUNDAMENTAL SOCIAL ETHIC. By Oliva Blanchette. Philosoph- 
ical Library, Inc., 1973. 230 pages. Cloth. $7.50. 

Some years ago Professor William K. Frankena wrote an article about 
ethical theory in which he admitted that  the analytical conception of 
philosophy had led philosophers away from practical social questions. As 
a consequence of this, philosophers realized that  they had to look more 
and more to religious ethicists for consideration of these vital issues. 
Since that time ethical philosophers have attempted to break out of a 
narrow concern for the abstraction of ethics. Blanchette, a Jesuit who 
serves as  associate professor of philosophy a t  Boston College, asks whether 
philosophy, as  it is still understood by many, is equal to the task of social 
criticism which i t  is ready to take on. He  explores what he caIIs a phi- 
losophy of social change. Five chapters lead the reader into such issues as  
responsibility and the social order, the good of history, justice and friend- 
ship, authority and  law, and totalitarianism and revolution. In his discus- 
sion of the idea of the common good, Blanchette contends that  totalitarian- 
ism is based upon a false identification which leads to the opposition 
between common good and the good of persons. He  also holds that  individ- 
ualism arid utilitarianism constitute the greatest obstacle to a proper 
conception of the  common good. On his view utilitarianism, with i ts  basic 
individualistic presuppositions, has  no real thought for the social dimen- 
sion of the good. In  a str ict ly utilitarian perspective, the social order 
appears as something extrinsic to the real interests of man. The good, em- 
phasizes Blanchette, is what i s  to be done: bonum est fnciendu?a. This is 
realized only by human initiative depends on natural order as well as social 
order; but it goes beyond them into the future. As a Jesuit, the author prob- 
ably naturally thinks of natural order in relation to natural law. For 
him there is no question of doubting the existence of a natural law or the 
validity of a natura l  knowledge of that  law. In his discussion of revolution, 



the author suggests t ha t  t h e  revolutionary movenlc!nt is tt chltracteristically 
lnoderrl ptlenoxnenon of social ethics. Revolution seeills to have become a 
historical category which transcends rnerely natural  necessity and which 
is rooted in  human consciousness. Conteniporary nlan sees revolution as 
a matter of human initiative, even though perhaps conditioned by t h e  
necessities of nature. Fortunately,  the author dist.inguishes radical violence 
f rom radical revolution. Radical violence can stand in thc  way of radical 
revolution and prevent i t  f rom at taining i t s  radical ainl. The  helpful 
bibliography of works referred to contains such names a s  Aqui~las ,  Aris-  
totle, Honhoeffer, Fletcher, Hobbes, Marcuse, Maritain, Tvlarx, Niebuhr,  
Sartre ,  and Weber. 

Jo11.n I". Joh.ns on. 

A LAWYER AMONG THE THEOLOGIANS. Hy Norma Anderson. Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 1973. 238 pages. Paperback. 
$3.95. Scripture and  author  index. 

"0  wad some Pow'r the giftie gie us, 
To see oursels a s  ithers see us l "  (Robert Bur-ns) 

Anderson does not doubt t he  expertise of Biblical scholars and  modern  
theologians, nor their sincerity, but he  definitely "is astonished," a s  a 
lawyer who has a deep interest  in Christian theology and the  foundations 
on which i t  stands, 1) "by the positively s taggering assurance with which 
they make categorical pronouncenlents;" 2 )  "by the  way in  which they  
handle their evidence;" 3 )  by their failing to accept and  work wi th  t h e  
basic proposition "that documentary evidence should, a s  f a r  a s  possible, 
be allowed to speak for  itself;" and 4 )  by their  readiness "to accept o r  
reject hiblical evidence on what  appears to be a purely subjective basis." 
(15-20) H e  closes with the  same kind of plain ta lk :  

1. am becorning increasingly tired of t he  a t t i tude  of mind  betrayed b y  
many members of theological faculties and  occupants of pulpi ts .  I t  
seems to me of very questionable propriety ( I  nearly said honesty)  for  
them to cite New Testament texts freely when these texts  accord wit.h 
their. own views, but  ignore (or  even evade) then1 when they do n o t ;  
to quote passages from the  Bible freely, but  give them a mean ing  a n d  
application which I very much doubt if a n y  court of law would r e g a r d  
as wha t  their au thors  meant or intended;  and to  make dogmat i c  
assertions about wha t  can,  and what  cannot, be acceptgd a s  a u t h e n t i c  
or historical without  any  adequate evidence for these s t a t emen t s  . . . 
I do wish they urould distinguish between theory a n d  fact,  a n d  t r e a t  
their  evidence in  a f s i r  and  responsible way. ( 2 2 9 )  

This giving of "a very subjective s l an t  to wha t  should be a p u r e l y  
ob.jective cvaluation of evidence," Anderson finds part icularly object ion- 
able. Like C. S. Lewis, also a distinguished layman and  compatr iot ,  A n d e r -  
son deplores the  tendency to "approach the  evidence with t h e  firm 
conviction that  all  t ha t  savours of the supernatural  or  the  m i r a c u l o u s  
must necessarily be discarded as unhistorical,  . . . or a pictorial r e p r e -  
sentation of some sp i r i tua l  truth." ( 2 6 )  As specialists i n  n i tp icking ,  
nloderri theologians "would probably come out  at the  top of t h e  league ,"  
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ilndcrson is c:onvinced, in nriy run-off between scholars in the  other aca- 
demic disciplines. (27)  That 's  a sorry sort  of reputation, to s a y  the  least ,  
in vie;y of t h e  documentary evidence available to Biblical scholars. 

It  is on t h e  basis of ih is  evidence tha t  Anderson draws swords with 
"Source" criticisnl,  "Form" criticisnl, "Redaction" criticism, and  demon- 
s trates  that  t o  a gerluiriely open-rninded and  objective scholar "there a r e  
a number of fea tures  iri  he Gospels which cannot be  explained in terms 
of the  tllought-forms and  preoccu~)ations of t he  prinlitive church." (35)  
What, this  means is t ha t  the l ikes of Hultmann and Schubert Ogden are  to 
be discredited, a n d  tha t  the  ear ly  Christian con~munit ies ,  on the  other hand, 
ought to be seen,  not a s  c'l-eutin.0 the  figure of Jesus and  the great  events 
connected w i t h  His life, but  as verily being cl-ented by Hirn and by the 
fact of H i s  a toning  death a n d  triumphant resurrection. Anderson is 
"convinced t h a t  the historical reliability of a great  par t  of the  N T  records 
of the l i fe  a n d  teaching of Jesus  can be substantiated by the most  rigorous 
and critical ana.lysis." ( 6 3 )  

That; is conservative theology's stance, too, but i t  is reassuring to 
have an ar t icu la te  ally l ike Anderson. Solnetimes a point is made more 
penetratingly a n d  tellingly by  a disinterested party-disinterested, t ha t  
is, i n  view of h i s  profession a n d  training a s  a legal expert, no t  as  a con- 
vinced and exceedingly co~npe ten t  Christ ian Isyman. He is Director of 
Advanced Legal  Studies at t h e  University of London. Obviously he has  
done a lot of reading in theology, too, ns th is  book demonstrates. The  
Eerdmans publication, Y'he W o r l d  Reli.gions, was also under h is  editorship. 

Along wi th  laying to res t  the  inane  notion of higher criticism tha t  
one can have t h e  "Christ of Fa i th"  even though the "Jesus of history" is 
let go, Anderson delves deeply into the  evidence for the resurrection of 
Christ. With ixicisivc dialectic he  shows tha t  the d o c u m e n t a ~ y  evidence 
is beyond cavil (except in t h e  unbelieving critics' corner! ) ,  tha t  the 
physical resurrect ion of Chr is t  is beyond al l  question an  event laid i n  
history and no t  just "an experience" for fai th today, and t h a t  i t  is pre- 
cisely the  dea th  and resurrect ion of Jesus  Christ,  and not first of all Hi s  
teaching, which was the  k e r ~ ~ g ? n u  of the  early Church. On the  oft debated 
so-called divergences of the  resurrection account in the four Gospels 
Anderson asser t s  s toutly:  

The  fact remains tha t  nlt of them, without  exception, can be made to 
fall into place in a single orderly a n d  coherent narrat ive without  t he  
smallest corltradiction o r  difficulty, a n d  without any  suppression, 
invention, or  manipulat ion,  beyond trifling effort to imugine the  
na tura l  behaviour of a bunch of s ta r t led  people running about  in t he  
twilight between Jerusa lem and t h e  Garden. (149) 

H i s  chapter  on "Sin, Forgiveness, Judgment," is also a rewarding one 
for the  most p a r t ,  though h e  h a s  some difficulty understanding-probably 
because he t r i e s  to probe deeper t han  man  can-how Christ could become 
sin for us, o r  as Lu the r  once p u t  it, t h e  Arch-Sinner of all  t ime, because of 
His being made  a curse for  us.  Rightly,  however, he notes how the  NT, 
especially 2 Cor. 5, 18-20. teaches t h a t  reconcilation is first of all to  be 
seen in  te rms of ~ o d ' s  being reconciled with sinners, and then, seesndly, 
in our being reconciled to God through the  message of the  cross which 
alone can change  our  hearts .  W i t h  proper discernment h e  observes t h a t  



"error creeps in to  doctrines of t h e  'work of Christ '  not so much in  what  
men assert,  a s  i n  what  they deny." (186) 

His final chapter,  "The Difference i n  Reing Christian Today," i s  
li terally an extended review of John Robinson's book by the sa.me name. 
He credits the  Bishop of Woolwich with "insights" t ha t  often a r e  "singular- 
ly  attractive" and  "accurate a n d  scholarly exegesis of the N T ; "  but h e  
notes how Robinson's work, just as often and regrettably, is mar red  by a 
strange "woolliness of thoughto-a failing, incidentally, "which seems 
distressingly common in theologians ( a n d )  niakes a lawyer positively itch 
to submit  hirn to a lit,t.le forensic cross-examination." (199)  

I n  Missouri's circles "freed0111 of t.he Gospel," o r  "freedom i n  Christ," 
is the chant  which often accompanies and supposedly justifies t h e  introduc- 
tion of doubtful theologies and  notions in to  t h e  church's teaching. Fo r  
Robinson, a s  Anderson points out,  the charmed incantation for  t he  sanle 
purpose is: "A cardinal insight of the gospel." It 's a kind of shibboleth 
for operators l ike Rot~inson,  Bultrnann, and  cour~tless  o thers ;  and i t  
partially explains their vacuous Situation-Ethics-sort-of-way of assessing 
the human dilcmna; arid a s  a result they a r e  "either looking a t  fallen 
hull~anity through very rose-tinted spectacles o r  indulging i n  a fantasy 
of wishful 1:hinking." "Rut the  facts of the  Gospel do not change," Ander- 
son af%rms, and "it would be a mistake to l imit  the  objective t r u t h  of the  
Gospel to the existe~it ial  concept of our apprehension of it," for t he  simple 
fact is that  "the t ru th  about God is first revealed and then,  and  only then, 
dilrily nl)prchended." ( 2 2 6 )  H i s  parting shot  i s  kept  for  t h c  World 
Council of  Churches beczluse of i t s  no longer subtle, but  crass, universalism 
and clouding of t he  Gospel. 

Need we add,  we liked what  h e  has to say, a n d  the way he says  i t ?  

THE I.>UST O F  DEATI-I. By 0s Guiness. In t e rva r s i ty  Press, Downers 
(.;.rove, Illinois, 1973. 419 pages. Paper. $4.95. 

Or; C;niriess, a young Eriglish theologian, a forrrier s tudent  of Francis  
Schaefyer at thc? L'Abri Fellowship in Switzerland, examines t h e  erosion 
of [:he Christian basis of Western culture. H e  proceeds by initially exam- 
ining iiulnanism. As i t  has  become i n c r e ~ s i n g l y  inore optimistic, i t  lost 
its abilif:y t o  effect ~ne:nlingful change. H e  pleads his  case for a stronger 
hui~ianisni ,  not s weaker one. H e  substantiates a need for a concern for 
hnrnall~zess based on the  realistic view of man a s  portra.yed by Christ.  He 
cont.inues l)y char t ing  t.he al ternat ive offered by the  counter-culture with 
all  i ts ka1eidiscol)ic variety, and  f nally presenting wha t  h e  calls t h e  "Third 
Way," which is a more viable option in  l ight  of man's  cur rent  s i tuat ion.  

FIis prelnise is a "faliiiliar one" contending tha t  t h e  church cannot 
be content wi th  a "simple gospel" comfortnbly divorced froin social justice, 
o r  with a "social gospel" t h a t  dilutes the historic  content of t h e  faith. 
0 s  Guiness calls for  a n  event t h a t  does not s top sho r t  of Reformation and 
Revival-the church needs a rediscovers of the Trust of God by His 
people. There  a r e  no sho r t  cuts  t o  this revival. T h e  direction i s  not  to be 
found within t h e  dogmatism of the reactionary, o r  within t h e  stylish 



Book Rel-' 11e1.v~ 
-- - - .- -_--__I-- 

24 7 ---- 

imlIlaturity of t h e  counter -cul ture ,  but s o l e ~  within the Biblical witlless 
to  t,he historic l i fe  of Christ  and h i s  ~ r a ~ h i c  dealings wi th  mankind, 

ESSAYS I N  SMERICAX THEOLOGY: The  Li fe  and '.i'hought of Harris  
1i'ra.nklin Ral l .  By Mii l l ia~l l  J. ~ ~ k C u t ~ l 1 ~ 0 n .  Philosophical Library, 
Inc.. Xew York. 1973, 345 p a g e s .  Cloth. $12.50. 

Willianl J. McCutcheon, who is Chairman of the Departme~lt, of 
Religious Studies  at 13cloit College, Provicies in this treatise a colilllre- 
h e ~ l s i v e  and insightful s t ,udy of Franklin Rall (1870-1'364), 1vl.10 taught 
f o r  th i r ty  years  ;it ( h r r e t  B i b l i c a l  lusti'i.nte in Evanstoli, Il1inoi.s. The 
p1-emise of th is  work is t h a t  t h e  direction of the American mass cult.ure 
is i~lf iuenced by its indigenous de~lollli~iatiorlal theologians. Current.ly the 
American lliass cul ture is "effected by the Spiritual guidance of Billy 
Graham. Oswald Hoffman a n d  hTormsn  Vincent Peale." I t  is McCutcheon's 
colltentiori t h a t  rlnierican t h e o l o g y  is shaped by these rnen rather  than by 
Pannenb,erg a.nd 3101tmannl because Anierican theology is of :L pl.ac:t,i(;sl 
r a t h e r  t.hsn a co11temg1ati~:e n a t u r e .  necalise the Methodist Episcopal 
Churcll "provides t he  l a r g e s t  cl'oss-seciion indication of the genc~ra.1 
s ~ i r i t u a l  s i tua t ion  in Anier ican  protestant ism" a study of: Rall's effect upon 
t h i s  body demonstrates  how R i t s c h i l i a n  theology found i t s  way into the 
A ~ n e r i c a n  st.ream of th inking .  

Ta.king a cue  from McCutcheon .  Missouri- historians might do well 
t o  esanline tlie ciffoct of P i e p e r ,  Scliarlemann and Feuerbringer npon the  
contenlporary clinlste in L u t h e r a n i s m  today as demonstrated in t.he preach- 
i n g  of: I-'loffluan. 

d p s  

OUR H E A V E K L Y  FArl'I:IEII. S e r ~ n o n s  on the  Lord's Prayer. I3y Hellnut 
Thielicke. Translated b y  J o h n  W. Doberstein. 13aker Book House, 
Grand. Rapids,  '1974. 157 pages. I'aperback. $2.95. 

It is true,  as the book's t r a n s l a t o r  notes, t ha t  "Thielicke never lets us  
forge t  r i ; l~u  ut te red  the prayer ."  W i t h  r ight  and  proper emphasis, therefore, 
Thiel icke himself s tates  t h a t  

The Lord's Prayer  i s  t r u l y  the grayer t ha t  spans the  world: the world 
of everyday trifles a n d  u n i v e r s a l  history, t he  world with i ts  hours of 
joy and hottomless a n g u i s h ,  t h e  world of citizeris and soldiers, the 
world of monotonous r o u t i n e  and sudden terrible catastrophe, t he  
world o f  carefree ch i ld ren  and a t  the  same time of problems that  can 
sha t te r  g rown  men. 
'I'he whole world rests  in the hand  of the  Lord, like the  golden orb we 
see in medieval pictures.  And it also rests in our hands when we l i f t  
i t  to God i n  Prayer .  

These eleven serlnoxls w e r e  the  product of WW I1 years, while the  
a u t h o r  was pas tor  in S t u t t g a r t ;  s o m e  of them, the  first eight,  being deliv- 
e r e d  to his  t rembling flock d u r i n g  the  days when t h e  city was  being 
heavily plastered by t h e  Allies' bombers-adversity and suffering have a 



way of pressing forth specially compassionate, pert inent  words fro111 the  
areat: pulpif master--and the selnainjng t,hrec-: a f t e r  thc  bail::es were oYer 
and the Allied occupation had  begun-this new experience suggest ing 
sohering, fitting words s t rong on reyc?ntance a n d  11u1nilit.y. Actually, how- 
eves, the  refert?nces to the  WRY are  mininlal and t,lierc is a dcfinile timeless 
quality about these litt le holniletical masterpieces on the  Lord's P raye r  
petitions. Thus  they a r e  equally relevant du r ing  these days, when t h e  
world's t rauma is different but  still present.  Raker Book House obviously 
thought s o ,  too, by republishing the sernlorls which had first appeared i n  
English through I-Iarper & Row in  1960. Almost a decade and a half have  
~:.ssed since t h a t  time. Half a generation of pr.ea.chers have been hatched,  
too, who might  profitably dig into Thielicke's work,  to !earn froin liis 
sermonizing ski l l  arid thereby enrich the i r  own 11rodnct:s. When life a n d  
death lilatters confronf; the  preacher, as indeed t.hey always w i l l  if h e  is 
a faithful 8ee7so?-c/e1': there's li t t le time, and  st i l l  less room, for  sophisti- 
cated theologizing that quibbles with this  and  t h a t  t ru th  in l l o ly  Scripture.  
Then people cl ing to every word from God's month,  with 110 nasty,  ~ i n u g h t y  
nitpicking o f  t he  l~rophetic  and  a ~ o s t o l i c  ut terance and t e s t .  There's t ha t  
kind o f  urgency, aptness, and ingenuous t ru s t  running  through al l  of these  
sennons, a s  t he re  ought to I)e in a.11 of Christ ian preachirig which i s  wor thy  
of the name. 

E .  2,'. R ~ A L . ~  

MYTI-IS ABOUT MJSSIOKS.  By ZIorace L. Ipcni.on, ,lr. I n t e ~ ~ V a r s i t y  Press, 
I)owners Grove, Illinois, 1973. 112 pages. P a ~ ~ e r .  31.50. 

Florace li'enton is General Director of t he  Lat in  America Mission a n d  
a recognized authori ty of the  world of missions. His t.racl; is full  of con- 
1ro~~orsia.l o l ) i ~ ~ i o n ,  generally  inf favorable to t h e  ecunlcnical concepts of 
missions. I n  11i11e chapters Feriton discusses t he  variety of ideas i n  mission 
methods which have agitated the ininds of boards and ~niss ionar ies  in th i s  
c o u n t r y .  The  discussion is vital and spproyos, inte~lsely rele'iTant to t h e  
pola.rizntion i r i  the illission enterprise today between the  evangelical a n d  
the ec:urnenical. 

The  myths  illclude that  of the "underpaid missionary," w h o  often 
receives litt le,  sometiines nothing a t  all, yet h i s  rewards can be grea ter  
than anyth ing  tha t  nlail can give. 

The  m y t h  of the "unqualified national" implies an "underrated poten- 
tia.1." J f  Sea.rs can  do a thriving business i n  La t in  America wi th  over 90y0 
Latin Americans, they can also nianage the i r  churches. Colonial paternal-  
is111 should noc he continued. The  national leadership h.ns r ~ a t u r a l l y  reacted 
very unfavorably to expatr iate  a.rrogance, a n d  there have been vigorous 
repercussions. 

But i t  i s  erroneous to th ink  that  the  indigenous churches no longer  
desire t h e  I)I-esence a.nd the  cooperation of the  sending churches. The re  h a s  
been a tendency to leave t h e  native church severely alone, a n  overeniphasis  
on the  three-self doctrine: self-government, self-support, self-propagation. 

D. T. NiIes is quoted, "If you want to  go home when we have achieved a 
responsible existence of our own, you should never have come." The con- 
cept that we should "work ourselves o u t  of a job" has potential for  great 



harm. It is s u c h  :in 'Insdennate declaration of God's purposes, (p. 79).  
(Willingen is !.:2lss:)c::ed on page 84)  

The r d  , C S . . . ~ , I I , : ~ I  .':, .; i n  c~cl~mcnicnl circles has been great, and the  number of 
evarigelistic rfiissionaries has  been small. Even in  the  Roman Catholic 
Church ~ h e r c  lifis bee11 much evidence to disseminate the  idea tha t  mis. 
sionaries a re  no longer wanted or  needed. National leaders know tha t  they 
will need hclp. Inciced, there  have  been closed doors in the  past, ~ l n d  there 
may be otliers! bu t  f he  Great  Conimission remains.  

This is an  ex.c.ellcnt 1itt.le s tudy guide for t h e  theology of ii~issions in 
a Bible Class o r  otlier sI.udy group.  

O t t o  F'. Sta7~1 .1~~  
-- - -- -- 

THE WORX,D. THE FIJESH, AKD THE DEVIL. By Harold Lindsell. 
Canon Press ,  Tllashington, D.C., 1073. 227 pages. Cloth. No price given. 

The  au thor ,  edit(>,, of Clt.1IZISTIANITY TODAY, leaves no doubt con. 
cerning his commitmc:nt to  thc: Bible a s  "the wri t ten Word of God." From 
this platform h e  seeks to  speak nleaningfully and engagingly to the  
Christian who ''al-c\rnys l ives between the times" about his struggle against 
his three  arc11 foes--the world,  the fiesh, and  the  Devil-and to assess 
"what the  concluct of t h e  Chris t ian ought to be" under this zssa~l l t .  

13illy Graham provides a supportive introduction, stressirig the "inti- 

, 

~lla te  relation, hctweell o u r  fa i th  and our  ncl~io??.~." 
I n  an  unconlplicated Tiray Lindseli touches u ~ o n  the basics of the  

Christian teaching,  man's s i n .  h is  inheren t  depravity,  Christ's redeeming 
work in the  s inner ' s  l)eha.lf, a n d  so on. I l i s  Inail1 concern, however, is to lay 
bare the  rea l i ty  arid ~ l o w c r  o f  the  Christian's foes, Satan, the world, and 
his own flesh. H i s  purview covers also the  pressures which other life styles 
and 1 ~ 1 l i l o s 0 ~ l l i ~ : ~ l  thollght ~ a t t e r l l s  force upon people's consciousness, the  
likes of Hegel 's ,  Nars ' s ,  Josspll  Fletcher's ( s i ~ u a t i o n  ethics),  and others. 
Eventually h c  t u r n s  full a t tent ion to the divinely given norin of God's 
Holy Will, the Decalog, for  the  pat tern of t h e  Clirjstian life-style, one 
coniinandnlent after t.he o ther .  111 wh2.t. is ,qener:llly a very balanced 
presentation, Lindsell points  out  tha t  holiness of life and sanctification 
rise out of t h e  fact a n d  1)ow:.1 of justification a s  a necessary f rui t  out of, 
not factor i n ,  salvation. T h i s  la t ter  elughasis is  \velcon~e, in view of t h e  
fact tha t  Protes tant ism so often confuses sanctification with .justification, 
blurs the  whole doctl'ine of soln, g?.citicc/fide. sl id opts either for  some brand 
of ant inomianism or 1eg;il ism~ or 110th. Lilldsell states flatly t h a t  "sanctifi- 
cation does n o t  precede jnstification" but "follows," and he roundly rejects 
perfectionisnl. ( l72P)  

Current ethica.1 issues---.~acifism, racisni. anti-Senlitism, wo~uen ' s  "lib," 
conscientious objection, var ious  sesual  aberrations,  pornogral)hy, alcohol- 
ism, drugs,  even dancing. gambling, and card playing--are all dealt wi th  
by Lindsell. I n  each case t.here is food for  thought,  if not a l~vnys  for total  
agreement, i n  his  balanced judgments. There  is xfter all the  r isk  tha t  the 
Christian be "ta.ken in" a n d  "over" by t.he world's th inking and easy-going 
nlorality, i n  place of giving clear witness in  the  ~ n i d s t  of critica.1 inter-  
acting with  t h e  world. H e  ~ i g h t l y  and  bluntly scores the  Xrorld Couricil of 

Churches f o r  i t s  loss of di rect ion and  fidelity t o  i ts  original l~iatfornl.  
Tha t  t h e  author 's  Bap t i s t  and millennia1 views should here  and there  



surface is no surprise.  In  all fairness, the book i s  still  n very helpful one 
for  Christians, a n d  perhaps useful for  discussion groups. 

R. F'. I<ZIL~/ 

GIANTS ALONG MY PATH. By Dale Oldham. " N y  F i f ~ y  Years in  the  
Ministry." Warne r  Press, Anderson, Indiana,  1973. 228 pages. Paper.  
$3.95. 

In  his retirement this  widely known evangelist reminisces about  his 
l i fe  in the minist1.y. For ongoing nlinisters and f o r  those along t h e  way 
this  book offers as much of interest a s  for the  ret i red.  F o r  those born near  
the  beginning of th is  century there  a re  ex t ra  bonuses. T h e  book reveals 
t h e  special ecuinenis~n tha t  prevails among fundaments l i s t  evangelists. 

Ilale Oldhain also served congregations, the first in Cynthiana,  Ken- 
tucky, then in  Dayton, Ohio. Later  he cornes into relation with Anderson 

I College, Indiana and the Nazarene Church. Throughout  the  book the re  is 
frequent mention of the importance of music in h is  ministry.  H e  tells of a 
niinister's d rea~n ,  which might be ternled peculiarly minist.erin1: 

One morning, shortly after our  run-in with Pas tor  Monk, Brother  
Ch:l~pel told ,John and Ine h e  had dreanled an important  dream the 
night before. ''I dreamed tha t  I was out there i n  the pulpit preaching 
;L woinan's funeral." (Of course all of us know t h a t  in the  New Testa- 
nient 11rol)hetic: writings a woman represents t he  churcli.)  
"Sllc: was lying in her casket right in front  of the  pulpit," Brother  
Chappel continued, "and a sizeable audience was  present.  Suddenly, as  
I was speaking, this dead wonlan spoke. "let m e  ou t  of here,' s h e  said. 
I looked down a t  her and adnlonished, 'Be quie t ;  don't you see tha t  I 
all) l)renchi~lg at  your funel'al?' I-iowever, a minu te  or two la te r  the 
woinan sat  1.111 in her casket to say rather  s trongly,  'I-Ielp me out  of 
Ilcre.' ETcr unusual at t i tude irked nie, for i t  was  s1)oiling the occasion. 
So, when she continued to interrupt ,  I went  down out  of the pulpit,  put 
illy hands 011 hcr  shoulders and  tried to press h e r  back into the casket, 
whisl)elVing, 'Sister,  you're dead. I a m  preaching your funeral. ' This  
really roused he r  and  she  said, 'Wow you listen to  me, 13rother Chappel, 
I a m  ?lot  dead. If I we1.e dead would I be s i t t ing  u p  in this  casket 
talking to you?' " 

O t t o  P. Sl~uhl7ce 

A SURVEY O F  l3113LE I'ItOPHECY. By R. Ludwigson. Zondervan Pub- 
lishing I-Iouse, 1973. 187 pages. I'aper. $2.95. 

This  is one of t he  volumes in Zondervan's CYonten.tporn?y Evangelical 
P e l - s p e c t w e s  serias. Formerly this  vo l~un~e  was published as Bible Pro- 
p?? c r y  -Votes. It  gives in outline f o r m  presentation of eschatolosical study 
keyed to Biblical commentary on the  subject. Dr. Ludwigson's book is 
filled with detailed outlines, maps, charts ,  and  answers  t o  difficult ques- 
t ions,  and  can be an extremely helpful volunle i n  finding through the 
Com~l€!~ities of the different schools of prophetic interpretations. When 
the  author wrotc t h e  first edition of this  work, "books on prophecy that 
were nvai1abIe set  forth only a single viewpoint, such  as pre-tribulation 
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rapture or a postmillennia1 kingdom." I t  was the writer's goal "to present 
as objectively a s  possible in one book the positions of various schools of 
thought, so tha t  students of prophecy might be able to exalnine and 
weigh the validity of the defense of the varying positions for themselves." 

While the  book i s  not a n  exhaustive treatment of Biblical prophecy, 
i t  does contain an excellent sumlnary of differing views on such topics 
as kingdoin, the  millennium, the tribulation, the  restoration of Israel, and 
the second advent of Christ, a s  well a s  other topics related and growing 
out of these. I-TeIpful bibliographies are given after each major topic. 
Twenty-four major phophetic themes are presented. 

B'rom ,A Xzu-.~'ey of Bible P?-oz)liecy it will become painfully aware 
what confusion reigns today in  the area of prophetic interpretation. 
Babylon, referred to bot,h in the Old and New Testaments is interpreted 
in five different ways. There a re  threc different l~ositions regarding the 
tribulation, three  basic views about the millennium, and how an inter- 
preter understands them will have .a great influence on the manner in 
which he  understands lnany other passages in both the Old Testament 
and in the  New. ?Vith premillennialisrn quite virulent today, Lutheran 
pastors and Iaylnen had better be clear on the basic hermeneutical prin- 
ciples that  control sound prophetic interpretation. 

Ruynzond E'. Su~burg 

MAJOR BIBLE THEMES. B y  Lewis S. Chafer (Revised by John F. Wal- 
voord) . Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1974. 374 pages. 
Cloth. $5.95. 

This particular book has  been called "an Evangelical classic." I t s  
fifty-two chapters purport to  discuss the major themes of the Bible, each 
chapter reflecting the Biblical witness and a. limited amount of historical 
data when such is pert inent  to the discussion. Helpful questions a re  
appended to each chapter, wi th  a topical and Biblical index appended to 
the whole. 

There is  no question t h a t  the book draws heavily upon Biblical evi- 
dence. Unfortunately tha t  evidence is strained through the sieve of a 
Reformed theology which is  particularly prominent in such sections as  
dispensationalism, the  sabbath,  covenants, salvation, election, inspiration, 
the Sacraments. 

The chapter on 13a~ t i sm by the Holy Spirit, followed by a chapter 
on the Fil l ing of the Holy Spiri t ,  will prove interesting to those interested 
or involved in the corltemporary charismatic trend. 

J o h n  F .  J o l ~ n s o n  

LUTHERAN CONFESSIONAL TI-IEOLOGY IN  AMERICA 1840-1880. 
Edited by Theodore G. Tappert. Oxford University Press, New York, 
1972. 364 pages. $10.75. 

The "Federalist Papers" of conservative Lutheran theology! That  
would seem t o  be a fair sub-title with which to  dub this collection of not- 
able essays and papers. Five  men, a.ccording to Tappert, were Confessional 
Lutheran theology's architects in America.-C!. F. W. Waltber, Charles 



Porterlield Krauth,  Mathias Loy, and the two F'ritschcl brothers, Sig- 
mund and Gottfried. The  "heavies" in th is  list undoubtedly were the 
first two rrientio~led, with the  nod for first place going to TYalther. It was 
he, history records, who inore than ally other single individual contrib- 
uted to t he  fact that ,  on the  fluid Alilerican religious scene, which re- 
senibled a. kind of ecclesiastical zoo with i ts  rnany s~)ec ies ,  the Lutheran 
church nianaged to renlaiii Lutheran and t rue  to its Co~lfcssions, a s  well 
as first of all to the orthodox eculiienical creeds. 

There's no debating Tappert 's (d.  1974) success in put t ing  together 
signicant illustrative pieces here t.0 show how the  -fabric of genuinely 
Lutheran theology and church life were woven in th i s  country. H e  has 
his linger oil ( .he inen chiefly resgonsible and  on ~ . p t l y  chosen docurnents 
to illustrate his thesis. Four  focztl topics constitule the  four  parts  of the 
book, with s e v c r ~ l  verbatim reprints in each part of t h e  cla.ssica1 pieces 
by the men nanzed above. They covcr: "The Conservative l'osture," "By 
God's Grace Alone." "Church and Miniscry," and "Nature oi' Public Wor- 
ship." 'Phe firs!. three were esl~ecially crucial,  Ihc reader  discovers. For  
each essay Tapl~er t  supl)lics bl,icf, a n d  gcncrally hel~)Cul, introductory 
notes. A co~npact  lead-oft' chapter lftunches the  whole s tudy.  The  end 
product is an esceedingly vall~ulsle j~ r jmer  in Lutlic?ran theology a s  i t  
shaped thc  Lutheran churches in  mid-nineteenth c:critury America. 
Tappert 's skill a t  editing the  various sele(:tions shows real  craftsman- 
ship, a r ~ d  he  personnlly translated over half of the articles whic:h origin- 
ally apgearcd i n  German. One can have no quibble wi th  h i s  scholarship 
in  tooling this latest volume in tlle Library  of Protestant  Thought  series, 
which now numbers silore t,han a. dnzc.n works, co-sltonsorcd by the 
H:tzc?n Foundation and the  Sea1ant.i~ Fund.  

Ta1)ger.t '~ reputntion a s  onc of the ranking experts of our day on 
the Lutheran  Confessions i s  hardly open to question. Jus t  a s  well known, 
a t  least af ter  reading his introduction. i s  his  s l an t  anen t  t he  viability 
of s tr ict  Confessional Lutheran theology. H i s  colors come through.  While 
hc cannot 011vio1isly ignore IValther, and as a. result replaints Illore of thc 
,zr(?at 31issourianJs articles than  any other's, he  views IValther's gosition 
as a "compar~atively static conception of Christian t ru th"  when cornpared 
with tha t  of the Fritschels. With the  la t te r  h e  quite evidently synil~athizes, 
hecause i t  leaves "allowance for growth and development" and "open 
c]uestions" on the non-furldalnental articles of faith. Only tha t  kind of 
mind-set could press a s tatement  l ike the  following o u t  of Tappert:  
"Walthcr's virtual idc!nt:ification of Scripture with the  confessions was 
accompanied by concatenations of tes t in~onies  fronl theologians of the 
sixtcentli and  seventeenth centuries." ( 3 2 )  T o  charge Wal ther  with vir- 
tually identifying S c r i ~ t u r e  wi th  the  Confessions is absolutely unfounded, 
the inexcusable prod~ic t  of a. jaundiced latter-day theology which has  lost 
its Lutheran  backbone. And the  second so-called faul t ,  concatenation of 
the theology of Lutheran orthodoxy, r a the r  than a faul t ,  was actually 
one of TValther's unparalleled triumphs. Who  after  all  could match him 
in his  firsthand knowledge of the  Lu the ran  church's theological giants 

fronl Luther to Chemnitz t o  Gerhard a n d  so on through all the rest? 
He had no equal in America, and probably not in Europe ei ther  for that  
matter .  T h a t  he (Wal ther )  was given the  proverbial brush-off hy so 
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rnany for  his  conservative, Lul.hernn, Scriptural,  stance, is not t o  his 
discredit bu t  3 back-handed complinlcnt grudgingly given. 

The  orily 1Iian on t.he Alllerican scene who came close to 1.Valther- 
and in some wa.ys s u r ~ a s s s d  h im,  because he  could wri te  t he  king's 
English.----wa.s Charles 130rt,crficld Krauth. And I sul)pose i t  will relllain 
one of the tragedies of t ha t  t ime that  Krauth,  for  all his  unquestioned 
conservat,ive, Confessiorlnl concern, Could not be won over to Walther's 
position, that un i ty  in doctr ine and teaching rnust always precede the 
establ is l lnle~~t  o f  fellowship a n d  tulion of churches. Those who really take 
the  pains t,o keep their  flabby Luf;heran nlinds open will find, nlost of 
theln (beca l~se  of cfleir bigotry)  to their snlazement, t ha t  nowhere else 
in  America. was  there  a rnan -wi th  a. warmer heart  and a deeper, nlore 
sincere passion for genuine 1,utheri~n unity and fellowship than  Missouri's 
"little giant." 

Kraut11 a n d  'iValt.her vir tual ly stood as one on the question of un- 
equivocal subscription to th.e Lutheran Confessions. Loy synlpathized 
closely \vit,h the i r  s1:ancc:. Walther 's  irreplaceable classic on what  an 
un(;o~lditional subscription to the  L l ~ ~ . ~ l e ~ a . l l  (:onfessions requires of a. 
pastor is l.he nrlchor yiece in 1:he first Dart of the book on "The Conserv- 
ative 130sture." Wal ther  concludes that  fanlous essa.y a s  follows: 

If our church, which i s  now lying in the  dust, is to  rise again, and 
if n church is not gradual ly  to collie into existence which has  the 
sernblaace of a church but: possesses nothing of the  church of the 
Reformation except the n a m e  "Lutheran," there is no use in all the 
loud sh6uting about  churchliness, in even the  most l~recise restors- 
tion of ancient  ceremonies a n d  external customs, in the  investment of 
the ministry wi th  special glory and  power. Nothing will help except 
an  ever reriewed and more  vital apyrogria.tion of the  old, orthodox 
synlbols of t he  church a n d  a n  unconditional renewal of our con- 
fession of t h e  same. (77)  

Allnost equally valuable a r e  the  pieces in the first par t  by Krauth. He 
could write wi th  spine-tingling prose. Witness this,  for example: 

No seeming success could conlperisate our church for the for- 
saking of principles which gave her being . . . The Luthera,n Church 
can never have  real mora l  dignity, real self-respect, a real claim on 
the rcvercrlce a n d  loyalty of its children while i t  allows the  fear 
of the denon~irlat ions a round  it ,  or the desire of their  approval, i n  any 
respect to shape  i ts  yrinciplcs or  control its actions. It i s  a fatal  thing 
to ask  not, W h a t  i s  r ight '?  W h a t  is consistent? but, What  will be 
thought of us'! How will o u r  neighbors of the  different conlmunions 
regard this  o r  t h a t  course? Better  to die than  to prolong a miserable 
life by such conlpromise of a l l  tha t  gives life i ts  value . . . 'Ifre have 
among us a s o r t  of char i ty  which not only does not begin a t  home but 
never gets there .  I t  i s  soa r ing  and  gasping for  the  unity of Lutherails 
with all t h e  r e s t  of t he  world but  not with each other. I t  can forgive 
all the sects f o r  assai l ing the t ru th  but  has not mercy for t he  Luther-  
ans who defend it. (135) 

The second pa r t ,  "By God's Grace Slone," peers in-but not enough! 
-on the debate concerning the use of the  terms objective and subjective 



justification in  Lutheran dogmatics; also on t h e  dispute over election, 
whether  ilrtuitz~ ficlei or unto faith. Walther's yosition is not  real ly given 
a fa i r  shake. I n  the  third par t  on "Church and Ministry," as  migh t  be 
expected, Walther's incisive work  on  the  subject s t ands  unrivalled, ei ther  
on these shores or  abroad. I t  provides the  real blood and  guts ,  along 
with good and helpful pieces by Krauth  arid Loy. 

The last par t ,  on the "Nature of Public W o r s h i ~ , "  is the shortest,  
containing pieces by Loy and S. Fritschel.  Undoubtedly these could have 
been beefed up with supl~lemental  inaterial f rom men l ike Missouri's 
Friedrich Lochner, who is mentioned but no t  reprinted o r  t ranslated in 
any  of his significant wri t ings on the subject.  

Tappert's bibliographical selections a r e  general ly adequate; they a re  
nicely arranged. 

This  book, e i ther  way, a s  a home-study course i n  Lutheran  theology, 
o r  as a text in  senlinary classrooms, should get t h e  kind of workout, or  
rece1)tion and use, it rightly deserves. 

E. Is'. Kl.1c.g 

LAST THINGS. I3y Werner Elert .  Concordia, S t .  Louis, 1974. 56 pages. 
Paperback. $2.50. 

Eschatology in our day has  to a large extent  become a s tory  about 
the  "Lost Things" rather  than  t h e  "Last Things." Confusion reigns, 
i n  a kind of unbroken cacophany, on the  ul t i rnate questions connected 
wi th  human existence-whence? why?  whereto'? The  medley of non- 
sensical tunes which man sings about his  origin,  purpose in  life, and  
h i s  hope and destiny, is f rankly  as indescribable as t h e  blaring noise 
tha t  1-ocks the  walls-and the  brain and eardrums-in some modern 
discotheque. So, there  is a calnling goodness about  wha t  Eler t  h a s  t o  say 
on  the last  things tha t  concern man's end (purpose  and closing chapters) 
a n d  the world's existence. H e  leaves no doubt about  his  support  of the 
Biblica.1 teaching concerning death, eternal life, t h e  Las t  Day, Christ's 
re turn ,  ~ ~ e s u r r c c t i o n  of the dead, t he  last  judgment,  a n d  the  consum- 
lllatiorl of Christ's kingdom. His concluding s u m m a r y  pulls most  of these 
thoughts  together: 

We believe not only in  our  personal redemption, not  only i n  our  
personal resurrection, not  only in t he  personal  pardon pronounced 
in the  Last  Judgment.  We believe in t h e  consummation of t h e  King- 
dom. We believe tha t  t he  powerful alliance of God's enemies will be 
co~npletely a n d  conclusively annihi lated.  W e  believe tha t  the  time 
will c o ~ u c  when the  cosmos, which forms t h e  rear  guard  of this 
alliance, will be  entirely destroyed. W e  believe in t h e  rise of a new 
heaven and n new ear th .  

The  new cosnlos is free of al l  conflict. T h e  las t  resistance against 
the Creator is broken down. He pardons whoever was to  be pardoned. 
He condenlns to eternal dea th  whoever refused t o  lend a n  ear  t o  His 
pardon. The re  i s  no apocatastasis,  no restorat ion,  for  those who re- 
.jetted His grace. They die the death of the Evil One eternally. The 
kingdom of Chr is t  has become completely one  with t h e  dominion of 
God. The Son "delivers the kingdom to God t h e  Father." (1 Cor. 15, 
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24)  T h e  new cosrnos no  longer s tands in need of redemption. The  
j ~ n r k  of a ~ o r i e ~ n e n t  is finished. The kingdom of peace is consummated. 
There are  no "eschatological problems" for  us beyond that.  (56) 

A has.ic s t a r t i ng  point, or P ~ ~ S U P P O S ~ ~ ~ O ~ ,  in Elert 's theology is this 
tha t  "Christ's person and  work  are  taken seriously only if one binds 
them to the  historical Christ," (11) and  similarly, tha t  i t  is impossible 
to tie eschatological significance to salvation unless what  is said is also 
grounded first and  always on the  forensic justification of the sinner by 
God through Christ's subst i tut ionary death. 

The  l i t t le  chapters  of th is  monograph a re  excerpted from Elert's 
larger work, 13c.r Ghristliche Gluube, and  they form the second, companion 
piece to t h e  previorlsly published (CPH) ?'he Lord's Xzcpper Today, like- 
wise taken f r o m  the  same source. Concordis Publishing House deserves 
comlllcndatior~ for t rans la t ing  and publishing the \t70rk of one of Ger- 
many's ~ n o s t  respected conservative theologians, and a t  moderate cost. 

one, of course, h a s  ever Claimed tha t  Eler t  is easy reading, even in  
translation; n o r  t ha t  hc  is in  tune a t  every point with Confessional 
Lutheran theology. His comments, e.g., anent  t he  Anti-christ, hardly 

ture and t h e  t h i r d  use of t h e  Law a r e  other points of variance.) But  
correspond w i t h  the  Lu the ran  Confessions' stance. (His  views on Scrip- 

these things aside,  t h e  fac t  remains  t h a t  for  substantial, meaty theology 
today, one would have to g r a n t  him a 1)lace with some of our century's 
foremost pract i t ioners  i n  theology; and  pastors who are  minded to con- 
tinue their course in theology can ill afford to neglect doing theology a t  
Elert 's level. 

E. F. Ii11~0 

UNVANQUISHED PURITAN: A PORTRAIT O F  LYMAN BEECHER. By 
Stuar t  C. Henry .  Wil l iam B. Eerdmans  Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, 1973. 299 gages. Cloth. $7.95. 

Missouri Synod preachers, ~ n o s t l y  of Teutonic stock and descended 
from those who  lately immigra ted  to our country, cannot always fully 
appreciate t h e  origins of t he  A n ~ e r i c a n  religious experience i n  Puri tan 
New England wi th  i t s  influence in Allierican life. Stua.rt C. Henry, a 
professor of American Christ iani ty a t  Duke University, has written a 
thoroughly enjoyable and  rea.dable account of a famous 19th century 
Puri tan preacher,  Ly~nar l  Beecher. Dr. Reecher might be more famous- 
a s  being the  f a t h e r  of Har r i e t  Beecher Stowe? the  pro-abolitionist novelist, 
but his place in  American history is secure in h is  own right. Born in 1775 
and dying in  1863, Reecher brought  t.he colonial Puri tan heritage right 
up into those events  t h a t  brought  about  t he  American Civil War.  The 
Puri tans came t:o Xew England with plans to make the kingdoms of 
this world t h e  kingdom of God. T h e  political uni t  was the  parish a t  the 
center of which  was  the  congregation, those who had been awakened. 
With threa ts  of hell a n d  dainnation fro111 the  preachers, God would, 
through Calvinistic orators ,  ga the r  H i s  elect out  of the garish into the  
core congregation, The American Revolution spelled the end of a n y  kind 
of Geneva type  a r r angemen t  in New England. American soldiers saw at 
first hand Engl i sh  and French  soldiers who were  Christian, but  certainly 



did not abide by any kind of Pnritnn ethic. In  Boston, the  basic Calvin- 
istic doctrines of Trinity, election, and hurnari depravity were being 
traded in for unitarianism, universaiisrn and optinlistic humanism. Into 
this situation Beechel* brought the older Puritanism, with, of course, a 
few adjustments. The fatalism of the Calviriists was exchanged for a 
happier picture of man. Beecher saw the opening of the west a s  a chance 
to reestablish the Puritan political order, long gone out of style in New 
England. With this "out" of Egypt" spirit,  Reecher became president 
of Lane Seminary in Cincinnatti which was not so much torn apart  by 
the slavery issue as i t  was by taking the proper attitude to the  emanci- 
pated Blacks. 

Ilenry's style is so attractive that  the  reader can easily forget that  
he is reading history. Along with the  portrait of the  stormy preacher, 
there are ~niniportrai ts  of his children and  of their reactions to their 
father's theology lived out in their fanlily life. Index and ample footnoting 
qualify his biography as a serious historical work. 

d p s  

HOW HUMAN CAN YOU GET? By Charles Martin. Intervarsi ty Press, 
Downers Grove, Illinois, 1973. 160  pages. Paperback. $1.75. 

Expressed with the optimism of modern Iiumanists, the world is 
about to come of age, and "perhaps they7'-so claim the Hurnanists- 
"have the first opportunity in history to incent the human being." The 
naked ape is about to blossom into the first truly concrete human being, 
v i a  the evolutionary chain of progression upwards of course. 

Martin takes on the challenge of such blown-up Humanist boast, their 
debunking of Christians and the Christian faith, their relegating of the 
Christians' God to he, as Huxley put it ,  little more than the  smile on a 
cosmic Cheshire cat;  and he climaxes his defense with a resounding 
doxology over what God has done for man through Christ, in  paying man 
"the intolerable compliment," as C. S. Lewis put i t ,  of coming into this 
world as the Word made flesh, t o  bring mankind light, life, and deliver- 
ance. Man niay be a ruin, but he is a redeemable ruin, as God sees him, 
says Martin. 

As an apologetic for the Christian fai th this British teacher's work 
g r a y ~ l e s  solidly axid smashingly with the  foe ( s ) ,  specifically the Hu- 
manists. -They have been Christianity's most eloquent and articulate 
opgonents, and by answering them Martin submits that  he has given the 
reply to agnosticism in general. No simplistic work this, but  a formidable 
so?.tTic against the Humanists', and all rationalists', fortress. Strangely, 
as Martin points out, with all the smugness the  Humanists show in  their 
dismissing nliracles and the supernatural, they just can't leave the  sub- 
ject of Jesus alone. I t  should be to their embarrassment, a s  one corre- 
spondent to the  periodical, Hunzanist, expressed it, tha t  "this non-existent 
Jesus is the most talked-about person in your magazine." Deftly Martin 
probes away a t  the false conclusions and assumptions on which Human- 
ism feeds, a s  a result of faulty, naive, and misplaced t rus t  in  scientism. 
The Humanist believes that evolution explains all, that it beckons to the 
outcropping of a bright future;  but unfortunately he  comes to  a dead end. 
Nietzsche, one of the  Humanists' heroes, voiced t h e  problem: "If God 
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i s  dead, wha t  becun~es  of man?" Exist.entialism has  had a go at t r y i n g  to  
unravel this  di le~nsna for more than  iifty years now, but i t  ha s  provided 
no  answer, except to say  t h a t  xnan must  create himself, be free, leap 
bravely. But  where?  Despair. Meanlinglessness. Dead ends. Absurdity. 
These a re  the echoes which resonate back into man's  t i red ears. F o r  if 
God is dead, marl is dead. There  i s  no  exist.--Call t h a t  hope? T h e  Christian 
church may be filled with s inners  and their s ins and  failings, as well as 
t he  corporate fau l t s  and  failings of institutionalized religion-what else? 
for that  reason Christ  came!-but a t  least, says Martin, i t  ha s  t h e  Gospel 
of God's grace i n  Christ,  and  i n  th is  fact t rue  hope is much alive. 

111. PAS'T'ORAL-PRACTICAL STUDIES 
PRAYING. TODAY. Practical Thoughts  on Prayer .  By Norman Pittenger. 

William 13. Eerdmans  Publishing Comptny, Grand Rapids, 1974 .  107 
pages. Paper.  $1.95. 

This is not  a book of  devotions; i t  is a treatise on prayer, the 
emphasis being Inore on the intellectual than the  devotional. Philosophical 
problenls a re  considered, such as the modern s tudent  would encounter in 
a n  atnlosphere of existentialism, psychology, Bible criticism and agnos- 
ticism. 

The first cha.pter i s  entitled "Prayer for the  Nodern Man and Woman." 
Subsequent chapters  a r e  "Coming t:o Enderstand Wha t  Prayer  Is, Praying 
in Words, P ray ing  in  Thought, Praying  in Church, Praying a t  the Lord's 
Supper, Making P raye r  Meaningful Today." 

While t h i s  is not  a theology of prayer, i t  takes up Illany theological 
matters. I t  seems t h a t  meditation i s  considered a variety of prayer, but  i t  i s  
not oriental meditat ion,  i t  is r a t h e r  the Chrisian mystic contemplation 
which is used in  the  conlparison. The  word "l~ractical" in the subtitle is 
appropriate, a n d  there  is no doubt  tha t  this  t rac t  could benefit many.  

O t t o  F. Stcr.hlke 

CHRISTIAN LOVI{C: CAMPUS STYLE. By Phillip 13. Giessler. Dillon/ 
Liederbach, Inc., Cleveland, 1974. 180 pages. Cloth. $4.95. 

This is a book of 6 1  devotions, having a s  subti t le  "Chat with Collegians 
Nathan and Nancy. Thei r  F i r s t  Year:  Semester I." I n  these devotions the  
author shows a concern for t h e  rea l  problen~s  t h a t  confront college stu-  
dents a t  all i l istitutions of h igher  learning. The  devotions or chats  a re  
thought-provoking, enlightening, a n d  a r e  designed to keep tho  college 
student Christ-centered. College students  will find these chats  lively, pro- 
vocative and clever in  the  m a n n e r  Giessler has  presented his  subject 
matter. These devotions a re  soundly Biblical and  Lutheran.  

A number of canlpus pastors  who saw t h e  book in manuscript  form 
were impressed a n d  expressed t h e  opinion t h a t  these devotions should 
appeal to  t h e  campus  student  a n d  tha t  they could help to fill s gap in an  
area where the re  i s  a scarcity of good material  for spir i tual  guidance and 
growth. 



The author's fourteen years of work on college campuses and the 
experience of h i s  conl:acts with Inally persons both in times of crises a s  
well as  happiness have helped to ~ n a k e  this  a faith-strengtliening and prac- 
tical book a t  a time when the college student is  forming his philosophy of 
life. In  these turbulent times, characterized by a ne.w moral code, these 
chats can help through the efforts of the I-Toly Spirit: to keep Christian 
young people on the "straight and l iarrow 1)at.h" and also serve to win 
young people for C h ~ ~ i s t .  

l?cc.?j?)bon.td E'. Sm 7 . 1 )  1h7'g 

THE SCIENTIST AND ETHICAL DECISION. Edited by Charles Hatfielci. 
11owne1.s Grove, Illinois. Intervarsi ty Press, 1973. 176  gages. Paper. 
$2.95. 

The fourteen essays in this  collection are the result of the  attention 
given by the Institute for Advanced Christian Studies to the colnpelling 
questions raised by contem1)orary science. Christian scholars look at  the  
ethical dilemmas in the fields of genetics and psychology and tackle the 
more fundamerital concern of the relation between science and Christian 
ethics. Technology and science, biology and medicine, ~~sycho logy  and 
psychiatry are on the threshold of "the control of life" and there  is talk, 
not merely metaphoric, of a "second Genesis." Much of what is presently 
possible and predicted for the future in science, technology, and  medicine 
raises the prospect of a new image of man, of inan taking control and re- 
shaping life itself. 

13ut as  Henry David Thoreau wrote (while beside Walden pond) tha t  
we nlay becoirle "tools of our tools." Science without a n  ethic and 
medicine without an ethic nlay become, if they have not already, our 
111ast.ers rather than our  servants. ?'he Scientist nntl Ethiccil Decision is  a 
useful exploration by a varied group of authors on both the peril and the 
l)romise of the coining "control of life." Specific attention is  given t o  
ethical concerns in drug research, the social responsibility of t h e  scientist, 
genetic control and human values, and issues raised by B. F. Skinner's 
l)ro'irocat.ive l 'ey0n.d Freedonz and Diynity. 

Among the contributors a r e  Henry Stob (Professor of Christian 
Ethics? Calvin Theological Seminary), John A. McIutyre (Professor of 
Physics, 'I'esas A & M University), V. Elving Anaerson (Professor of 
Gerictics and .Cell Biology, University of Minnesota), Ralph C. Underwager 
(Certified Psychologist a t  the Nicollet Clinic i n  Minneapolis), and Carl 
I?. H. I-Ienry (Editor-at-Large, C7hristinnity IZ'odny, and Professor-at-Large, 
Ea.stc?rri Uaytist Theological Seminary). Each of them bring a special 
expertiso that  helps to bridge the communicatioris gap between theological 
ethics and the  world of science. 

Milt Sernett 

EVANGELISM. By Richard J. Mouw. Grand Rapids, William 
H. Ecrdmans, 1973. 111 pages. Paper. $1.95. 

At first blush, the title of th is  treatise on the  theological basis for a 
Christian social ethic may startle the Lutheran reader. Yet Mauw's self- 
confessed l~ilgrimage. from consctrvxti~--e-e\ra~igelical "political" passivity 
to conservative-evangelical concern for a n  adequate theological framework 



for dealing wi th  social injustice, racism, militarism and the public abuse 
of power is not unlike the progress made by American Lutherans, includ- 
ing the Lutheran Church-&Iissouri Synod (witness our Mission Aflirnta- 
ti,ons and Soc.b!r.Z Niw is t r y  :?.pi$-??z.ntion.) , in relating God's Word to the 
whole ma.n. 

One by o11e Nlouw, who is Associate Professor of Philosophy a t  Calvin 
College and editor of the  Refo?.med Joz~rnnl, takes up the  traditional argu- 
ments which have led to  a dichotomizing of the  social from the  spiritual- 
such as--that politica.1 problems will be solved sinzplz~ by changing indi- 
viduals, that  t h e  realm of the polis is essentially evil and nlust be shunned, 
that we shall always have the  poor and the hungry with us, and tha t  the  
task of the people of God is a n  internal mission only. Brief commentary 
is given to the  crucial New Testament passages dealing with the  relation- 
ship of the church to ''secular" government, Romans 13: l -7  and  1 Peter 
2 : 9-17. 

In  summary, Mouw understands "political evangelism" to be one 
important aspect of the  overa.11 mission of the  Church to be a living wit- 
ness to the "fulness of the power of the gospel a s  it confronts the cosmic 
presence of sin in  thc created order." While the  author's determination of 
the task of the  Church is laudable, there is a certain impreciseness i n  how 
this mission is to  take shape, particularly in t h e  kind of pluralistic society 
in which we live. 

One also detects some confusion as to the  impetus for social action in  
the political (secular)  realm, which per.haps reflects the  difficulties inher- 
ent in thc "conversionist" approach of those identified with the  Calvinist 
tra.dition (see I-I. Richard Niebuhr, .Cibl-ist. (sn,cl Cz~ltzi,l%ci. I n  spite of 
Mouw's affirmation tha t  "the p?-.imary agent of evangelism is God, who has 
revealed his purposes for mankind in the reconciling work of Jesus 
Christ," the reader of Political E~(~nge ' l i s??~ ,  will find no clear explanation 
of the proper motivation for reform in the secular order. Sometimes it 
seems to be Law, sometimes Gospel, sometimes both. 

Lutherans, as heirs to the  "Two Kingdom" doctrine that  attempts t o  
properly distinguish Christ's Kingdom from t h e  political (secular) king- 
dom, have sometitnes exhibited sanctified irresponsibility toward the  
world of fallen humanity. Yet, as was expressed by "A Statement on 
Principles of Social Action, wi th  Special Reference to Corporate Positions" 
(adopted a t  Ilenver, 1969), tragic confusion results if the fundamental 
distinction between the  two kingdoms is not maintained. Christian in- 
volvement in both spheres is to  be encouraged, for both are expressions of 
the will of God. This theological framing of the  problem does not, how- 
ever, auton~atically give us the  form and means by which we are to 
address a pas-ticuln?. social ill, be i t  racism, poverty, militarism, abortion 
or euthanasia. Lutherans still  need to do their homework, so that  a 
viable and theologically sound social ethic can take shape. 

Milt Sernett 

CItOb'fiR,OAD8 Series from Coneordia Publishing House 
YOUR FIIZST IK COLLEGE. E y  Richard Kagler. Concordia Publishing 

House, St,. Louis, Missouri, 1974. 79 gages. Paper. 95d 



WELCOME 1ZETIREMENT. E y  E l ~ n e r  Otte. Concordia. Publishing House. 
S t .  Louis, No., .L97.1. 78 pages. 9 5 ~  

YOU AND YOUR RICTARDEII CIIILD. 13y N a ~ i c y  'Roberts. St. Louis, Mo., 
1971. 77 pages. 95( '  

i\;lOVIXG? E y  Eldon Weisheit.  Concordia Publishing I-Iouse! S t .  Louis, 
Missouri, 1971. SO pnges. 95~i 

F o r  some people, all of l i fe  seems to be a neverending series  of cross- 
roads, yet there  a re  times when t h e  unexpected, t h e  expected bu t  no t  
prepared for, and the prepared for but  not  adjusted to, seems t o  t h r u s t  
in upor1 us 11iost directly. Parents  send the i r  iirst child off t o  college, 
wondering how their so11 o r  daughter will fare.  Men and women, ac- 
customed to the rewards of productive work.  both financial and psycho- 
logical, are sudderily faced with the  yrospecl of ret i rement .  A family, 
with mixed emotions and Inany questions, makes rooni for a retarded 
child in its niidst. Americans, perhaps thc nlost mobile citizenry in  t he  
world, move froin one place to the other so  freyuentiy tha t  they  a r e  ap t  
to develop a sense of rootlessness. The  four small volunies under con- 
sideration examine these changes in life iri a commonsense and  helpful 
fashion, w i t h  special focus on the resources which the  Christian fai th 
offers t o  all who stand a t  crossroads. 

Richard Kapler, carnyus pa.stor a t  Eas t e rn  3,Iichigan University, 
offers presents an  insider's view of campus life in  t h e  1970's. No longer 
does the secu1;u university or college, a fragile inst i tut ion in itself,  
function i t? .  loco jilrl-en,tis. Kapler suggests t ha t  parents ,  robbed, of their  
you1.h in  the 1!)30Js and shaped by the  at t i tudes of t he  TVorld 'War I1 era ,  
1na.y bc u n d u l y  pressuring today's s tudents  t o  "get t h e  education tha t  we  
weren't able to get." Kapler is sensitive to t h e  changc! in  rnood on many  
carnl)usc?s, Irom that of moral indignation i n  the  late  19GO's to  one today 
characterized by a nlixture of hedonism, l ) r a g n ~ a t i s n ~ ,  a.nd a sense of 
fut.ility. Yet h e  also sees evidence of a search on the  pa r t  of some college 
students  Lor "a new glue" t h a t  will bind life together. Wi th  good grace 
arld i)astol.al wisdom, Kapler seeks to bridge the  gap between parents  a n d  
students. Highly recom~nended. 

IClmer Ot te ,  hiniself rt retiree, looks a t  aspccts of retire~xient t ha t  
111ost cveryone will encounter-thc? proble~n of money, where to l ive,  how 
to Itac-!l~ l ~ o s y .  slaying healthy, and legal ~ n a t t e r s  pertaining to one's 
"cstatc." 1 . 1 ~  urges tlrat. there  be a f rank a n d  responsible facing of t h e  
prospect. of death itself, w i th  attention giver1 to  practical rnatters and  
spiritllal preparation, both by  the retiree and  his  o r  he r  family. Otte 
gives Iiis reader  "Retirement l?reparatio~i exercises," such as "Note six 
wa.ys to econolllizc---without self-pity" and "Dwell on t h e  heal th concerns 
of those about you-rather t han  on your own." He cven makes  the  novel, 
yet potentially beneficial suggestion tha t  workers  "practice" ret i rement  
for a brief pe~*itrd, so a s  to ease into their new s ta tus .  

The mother  of  :I. .Downs syndronie boy, rianled David, X'ancy Roberts 
has  wri t ten on ilierltnl r eh rda t ion  for a variety o f  national ~nagazir ies  and 
~'el igious publicatioris. She t d l s  of the initial grief t h a t  parents  of babies 
with Downs Sylldrol l~e esperience and of t he  necessary adjus tment  of 
faillily life. Her niessage is tha t  the  n~ei l ta l ly  retarded are precious 
individuals, each with a unique potential. I n  response to  t h e  question, 
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"IS This God's Will?" Mrs. Roberts draws on the  insights of such re- 
spected writers a s  C .  S. Lewis and Leslie Weatherhead. Institutionali- 
zation, she suggests, should not be decided upon hastily, especial1y where 
there are  adequate resources, xnaterial and spiritual, within the  borne 
for (:are of the retarded child. An appendixed l ist  of useful publications 
and pamphlets hc?l~) parents of the  lnentally retarded seek out additional 
counsel. 'You. nn.d Jlozc1- l?eta?-dc& Gll,iTd might also be rewarding reading 
fol. those who do not: themselves bea.r such a burden but who love enough 
to care. 

"It will be a movirig experience," writes Eldon Weisheit, with an 
obvious double entendre. Xine years a parish pastor and currently asso- 
ciate editor of the  J~utAevn??. W,i t?zess  and W.itnes.c IZepor ter ,  Weisheit has 
five times p a r t i c i ~ a t e d  in the American ritual of packing and unpacking. 
With wit and a special Ineasure of common sense, he looks at how moving 
affects the whole family, from the  preschooler to grandpa and grandma. 
Leaving the  old behind a n d  breaking into the  new neighborhood can have 
traumatic effect, sornetir~les minor, sometimes major. Weisheit tempers 
the traunla with advice tha t  if i t  comes to a choice between saving the 
china and saving the family, m a r k  the family "FRAGILE, HANDLE 
WITH LOVING CARE!" As devotions for the Move, the author cites 
Ruth 1: 16-19s ( l a s t  devotion a t  the  Old I30me), Genesis 28: 10-19 (while 
on the Road),  and Luke  2 :  1-7 ( in  your new home).  NOVIh'G? together. 
with the other publications in this  series should serve as excellent 
counseling aids o r  a s  enrichment reading for the local parish. 

FREE TO DO RIGHT. By David Field. Intervarsi ty Press, Downers 
Grove, Illinois. 1973, 11.1 pages. Paper. $1.25. 

Here is a n  excellent compendiu~n to Christian ethics for today's young 
adults who a r e  faced by what the  author, a senior tutor a t  Oak Hall 
Theological College in  London, calls "mora.1 overchoise." With a pleasing 
xninilnuni of theological jargon and  a keen eye to just the right illustra- 
tion, Field distinguishes between moral decision making variously based 
on rules, motives, and results. Situationalisln and legalism both receive 
critical appraisals. 

The uniqueness of Christian ethics, Field asserts, is tha t  the meaning 
of "goodness" is  determined by the  character of God, its motivation by 
the relationship between God and Inan in Christ Jesus, and i ts  moral 
power by the action of His  Spirit.  To those who claim that  Christian 
lnorality leads inevitably to a "gloomy, kill-joy" standard of virtue, Field 
offers the pleasures that  come of the  practical love of others and of God. 
I n  a chapter devoted to private and  public morality, Field attempts, with 
reasonable success, to  analyze why i t  is that  contemporary man considers 
Biblical coiitrols on personal behavior "too stifling" but i s  critical of 
Scripture's "apparently kid-gloved approach to the  corrupt institutions 
of society." 

A Godacentered approach to ethics, both private and public, does not, 
of course, iminediately resolve a11 problenl situations. I n  some cases, 
Christians find t h a t  they must  choose a "lesser evil1'-but a n  "evil" 



nevertheless. To  other situations (Field cites euthanasia and t,he "morn- 
ing-after" pill as  examples), there is no specific Scriptural directive and 
the problem is the application of a general principle t o  a conten~porary 
question. Field does we11 to suggest that  we should neither amplify the  
moral. !aw of the Bible, as  do the causists, nor  telescope i t  to a single 
norm, as do the situationalists. We should instead pattern our ethics 
after the whole will of God, not because obedience h a s  its own rewards, 
but because in Christ Jesus we have been freed to do right. Lutherans 
will appreciate this clear "my grace is sufficient for thee'' theme through- 
out this most thoughtful little study. 

Mi.lt Xerne t t  

CHAINS OF THE SPIRIT:  A MANUAL FOR LIBERATION. By Tim 
Timmons. Washington, D.C., Canon Press, 1973. 86 pages. Paper. $1.25. 

The spiritual POW'S of which Timlnons writes a r e  all those ( their  
number seems to be increasing) who a re  today either in  servile fascin- 

I 
ation of or full partners in the  occult. Citing Ileut. 18:  9-13 a s  specifying 
the kinds of occult behavior which are  of dernonic origin and,  therefore, 
no matter their modern dress, a real threat today, Timmons suggests tha t  
liberation can only come i f  there be recognizing, reckoning, renewing, 
and resisting. 

The power to resist is tha t  of Christ, t h e  "full armour of God." Tim- 
mons clearly sets forth the reality of the battle between Satan and Christ 
that was won a t  the Cross and does a thorough job of examining the  
pertinent New Testament material. But there  is need in  Clbuins of the 
Spirit  of a more discerning "testing of the spirits" which we find i n  our 
times. Much of contemporary occultism is of the  faddish sort ,  so much 
play acting. Some of it is, however, not only dangerous to those involved 
but also of eternal significance. I t  is  to the  la t ter  tha t  Timmons, member 
of the Christian Family Life team and part-time instructor of practical 
theology a t  Dallas Theological Seminary, offers a manual of liberation. 

M i t t  Sernett 

THE GAY CHURCH. By Ronald M. Enroth and  Gerald E. Jamison. Wil- 
liam B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1974. 
1 4 4  pages. Paper. $4.95. 

Ho~nosexual churches, a provocative topic treated with more than a 
modicu~ll of objectivity, is the subject of th is  informative volume, au- 
thored by two sociologists. The focus is principally on the  West Coast 
and on such flamboyant and controversial figures a s  the  Rev. Troy Perry 
of Los Angeles, who claims to  be both evangelical a n d  conservative, ex- 
cept with respect to  homosexuality. What  emerges i s  a profile of "the 
gay church" which reveals i t  to be ever as  much self-serving and discord- 
ant  as the  "straight" church is  alleged to be. 

The homosexual churches are eager for acceptance "as we are" by 
mainstream .American religion. But, as Carl Henry has written, the 
homosexual "fails to understand tha t  the  Spir i t  of God transforms al l  
men into the  moral image of Jesus Christ a n d  not the  church into the 



image of the ga.y world . . . What the gay w o r l d  needs is redemption, not 
r e i n f o r c e m e n t . "  The  " s t r a i g h t  church," because o f  its l a c k  of c o m p a s s i o n ,  

m a y  i n  part. be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the emergence o f  the "gay church" in 
the l i b e r a t i n g  sixties and seventies. But u n t i l  the homosexual is willing 
to listen t o  talk of a "cure , "  there is l i t t l e  that the mainstream churches 
can d o  but  w i t h  good grace and compassion reinforce God-ordained 
h e t e r o s e x u a l i t y  as t h e  norm. Troy P e r r y ' s  f r e q u e n t  statement, "God Loves 
Me Too!" is not the  issue at question. God does indeed love the sinner, 
but  not the  s i n .  

Milt Sernett 
-- 

TJze POIL+C~ of the I<ingdonz. By W. A .  Poovcy. Augsburg Publishing House, Minne- 
apolis: 1971. 128  pages. Papcr. $2.95. 

Bold in the Spirit. By Erlilig Jorstad. Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, 1974. 
128 pages. Papcr. $2.95. 

The Searching W i n d .  By l l ~ l b y  A.  Jones. Warner Prcss/Publishcrs, Anderson, Indiana, 
1974. 95 pages. Paper. $1.50. 

Exorcism through the Ages. St. Elmo Nal~man,  Jr., Editor. Philosophical ~ i b r a r ~ ,  New 
York, 1974. 311 pages. CLoth. $10.00. 

The Comtnzinitv of the Spirit. By C. Norman Kraus. Wm. I?. Ecrdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, 1974. 104 pages. Papcr. $2.95. 

(:hr~stinrz Xn~piricism. By I'in Ramsey. Jerry II. Gill, editor. Wm. 13. Ecrdmans Publishing 
Company, 1974. 260 pages. Paper. $4.95. 

The  Black Experience in Religion. C. Eric Lincoln, editor. Anchor Press, Doubleday, 
Garden City, New Yorlc, 1974. 369 pages. Paper. 53.95, 

Animal Nnturc clnd Nrcman Nature. By W .  H .  Thorpe. Anchor Press, Doubleday, Garden 
City, Ncw Yorlc 1974. 435 pages. Cloth. $12.50. 

God in Public. Political theology beyond Niebuhr. By William Coats. Wm. H .  Eerdmans 
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