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BOOK REVIEWS 
INTRODUCTIOh' TO THE INTERTESTA&IENTAL I'ERIOII. By  12symond 

F. Surburg.  Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 1975. 197 pages. 
$8.95. 

A s tudent  of the Sacred Scriptures, whether pastor o r  layman, will 
happily- find inany works which set  the various books of t he  Bible in their 
historical and  cultural contest.  Indeed, there a re  so many  introductory 
works of a high quality t ha t  the prospective buyer may  haye  real diffi- 
culty selecting the most helpful volume for his purposes. 

If, however, that  salrie s tudent  would crnbark upon a n  exploration of 
the  four centuries which separate t he  Old Testament f rom the  New 
Testa~ricrlt and would wan t  a working knowledge of t h e  history and 
l i terature of that  period, he .would  encounter real problems. Until now, 
lie would have found tha t  the t reatments  of this  period either said too 
rnuch or  too little. On the  one hand, he  would have found some very  
technical and  exhaustive works which would have left h i m  afloat in a. sea 
of facts. On the other hand,  he would have conle across Inany brief para-  
graphs and  allusions which only touched on one aspect or  another of 
t he  intertestaniental period. 

An excellent volume to All this  lacuna in theological l i terature h a s  
now been supplied by Dr.  Raymond I?. Surburg's In t? .oduc t io?~  to  the  
T?ite?.tc.~tcl,??l,entcil Pevioc7. The greatest contribution of t h i s  work, and  i t  i s  
c:ertainly a significant onct, is the author 's  ability t o  s teer  a middle course 
between the  aforenlentioned estremes. I t  is no. small  achievenient t o  
organize the varied and seemingly limitless data of the  inter testamental  
ivorld in to  a readily apprehensible landscape which. provides ari adequate 
view to  the  reader. This  s tudy does l~recisely this  under three headings:  
"The Historical 13ackground," "The Religions 1:3ackground," arid "Jewish 
T~ i t e rn t l~ re  of the Iritertestaniental Period." 

J.)r. Sul,hurg's overview of the historical backgrourid concisely por- 
trays Sol. the reader the  various powers which held sway in  ancient I s rae l .  
The  13ersiari period about which we know so l i t t le ;  t h e  sparkling, b u t  
short-lived career of Alexander the  Great ;  the  succession of r u l i n g  
families----Ptolcmies, Seleucids, Maccabees, and  I.Iasmoneans-are described 
and placed in their historical context. 

T h e  discussion of t he  religious background includes important  m a t e -  
rial on the  Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, Qumran Sectaries, and  the 
Zealots. Fur ther  valuable data, is included on the actual theological t r e n d s  
of this  period. Of special interest in this  section is the author 's  t r e a t m e n t  
of the  belief in the Messiah a s  i t  was exhibited during t h e  in ter tes tamenta l  
period. 

The  concluding section provides a nlost helpful survey  of the  l i t e r a -  
t u r e  of th is  period. When one is introduced to the  Septuagint ,  the  Q u m r a n  
scrolls, the Apocrypha, t h e  many Pseudepigrapha, and  t h e  related l i t e r a t u r e  
such as Philo and Josephus, one mus t  marvel a t  t h e  vast  amoun t  of 
literary activity. Perhaps Protestants are even less aware of this wealth 
of background material  t han  Roman Catholics. This  thorough,  yet r eadab le ,  
chapter  should go f a r  toward correcting tha t  blind spot.  
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With the  exception of t he  lnisspelled "authorities" on page 15, the 
editors have done a fine job and  a r e  to be commended. 

We hope t h a t  Illany a pastor and  many a layinan xvill. buy th i s  book 
arl(l henefit fro111 i t s  nlature scholarshig. 

Dean  0.  W e n t i ~ e  

THE 3313ULE SPEAKS AGAIK. A GUIDE FROM HOLLAND. Wi th  a 
foreward hy Williani Barclay. Augsburg Publishing House, Min- 
neapolis, 1972. 224 pages. 

This is n t ranslat ion by Annebeth Mackie of the  Dutch Rlnre 7l;ijn: 
flck:c?z.sc7c.a1) oz:e?- ~ e s c ~ 1 . i e c 1 e n . i ~ .  gehe im.  C ) L  ~ C Z C I D  .ECI.YI ( le  BijheZ, published i n  
Holland in  1967. This  report-wtitten by Prof. J. de Graaf, chairman;  
n r .  T. I.>okter, secretary;  Prof. Dr .  H. Jonker;  Dr. 73. Klein; t h e  Rev. S. 
bIeijers; Prof. Dr.  K.  H. hliskotte; and Dr. T h .  C. Fredericksc-was 
adopted by the  General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church in 
November 1966. 

Thc Dutch church instructed this con l~~ l i t t ee  to produce -;I Gwide 
because of t he  g rob le~n  of widespread ignorance of the Bible to which 
Illore than superficial at tent ion i s  being paid. Despite t he  fact t ha t  the 
Tjible is appearing in new translations, th is  c i rcun~stance  i11 itself i s  not 
sufficient to ocercomc the  ignorance and the  n~isconceptiolls abroad about 
t h e  Bible. I t  was  t h e  conviction of the hTetherlands Church "that  unless 
sorilething was sa id  about t he  nature of the Bible and the background 
f rom which i t  came, and unless questions of inspiration, authori ty and 
criticisnl were fornlally tackled, the  new translations could be even Inore 
inisleading than  the  old." 

Thc  Dutch conimission worked for six years, and in March 1967 their 
work was finally published. T h e  report turned ou t  to be very much in 
denland, for  in t h e  first meek ten thousand copies were sold, and  ever 
s ince its publication there has  been a demand for this  guide. 

The  Netherlands Reformed Church supported this report and pro- 
ceeded to give i t  t he  title of "Clear Wine," a Dutch phrase meaning "plain 
sgcaking." Augsburg Publishing House, in its characterization of the  book 
on the back cover of this  translation, clailns that  "as a sign of the thorough 
thinking which i s  so characteristic of the  Dutch theological scene, the 
present book deserves to s tand  alongside of the  Roinan Catholic 'Dutch 
Catechism.' " [I'he I3ible Spenks Again and the Catholic Dzhtc11 Cfatcc7~is?lz. 
have a number of presuppositions and attitudes i n  common, for both have 
espoused some of t he  radical conclusions of form and redaction criticism, 
which therefore meaas  tha t  i n  these two volun~es  there a re  significant 
a n d  important  departures froin traditional Calvinisnl and traditional his- 
tor ic  Roinan Catholicisill respectively. 

I n  the Protes tant  Dutch s tudy the 1)rofessors and pastors who wrote 
th i s  Guidc have deal t  with such important questions a s  these: How much 
in the Bible can still  be believed? How relevant is the  Bible today? How 
is  the Bible to be employed properly? Is i t  l)ossible for the Bible still  to 
speak to modern m a n ?  The  misuse of the Bible i n  the past and  in the 
Present is t he  concern of this  hermeneutical study. 

The Dutch study guide is organized around four major topics: 

I.  "The Bible in Christianity"; 



11. "The Bible Must Speak for Itself"; 
111. "The Bible and I t s  Key Secrets"; and 
IV. "The 13ible Today." 

The  authors of the  Gzi.icle have adopted t h e  rat.ionalistic yiejvs of 
lligller criticisnl t.hat began around 1750 and have  been wit11 the Protestant 
churches for about 200 years. T h e  Nosaic origin of Deuterono~ily i s  rejected 
and the typical higher critical position advanced (p .  57) .  In  t h e  chzl.l)ler 
scttilig forth the use of the Bible during the  las t  1900 years, sol: o n l ~ -  
]lave these Dutch theologians criticized wha t  is believed to have beell 
~nisuliderstanding of the  Scriptures, but  both directly and  indirectly t.he 
authors sot forth their own faulty nlethods of Biblical intergretatiol.1. 

The Bible i s  no longer for  these wri ters  t h e  inspired a n d  inerrant 
Word of God. Tht! Uihle contains errors, nlistakes, inaccuracies, a n d  con- 
tradictions. T h e  ortliodos doctrine of the inspiration of the Bible, held 
both by Calvinists and Lutherans,  is evaluated and the  result is sl.ated 
as follows: 

Nevertheless, i t  mus t  be said tha t  t h e  starting-point and t.hc-: 
character of this theology have created illany difficulties f o r  Intel, 
generations, causing much damage both i n  the  church a n d  in lllc 
pastor:ll field, because they imposed a yoke on hearts  and minds  \ ~ h i c h  
could and should have been avoided. A reaction was bound t o  follou:. 
We shall read about this  i n  the  nes t  section (1). 35) .  

Orthodox theology is faulted in t ha t  i t  held tha t  the autl1oi.it.y o f  
the 13ible consisted in this,  t h a t  the  Biblical books were inspired by God. 
i\.Iany of the radical positions on the na ture  of t hc  Bible and  isagogical 
cll~estions once rejected and  fought against  by former members of ;he 
IInCch church a r e  now unabashedly accepted a n d  defended. Tlic dubions 
documentary hypothesis, the theory of illany Isnialls, tile newel. views 
ahout. tlie origins of the C;ospels a r e  now grolnoted. Gunkel's views aborll. 
sa.gas and iuyths a re  advocated. Form and redaction cl.iticisms, their  re- 
~11ppositio11~ and  the outworkings of the ~iiethodologies hasetl on  sucll 
ilssurnl~tions, Eire a c c e ~  ted. 

An c s a ~ n g l e  of this  type of thinking ]nay bc seen froni t.he Eollowi~~p 
sl.at:elnc-!rit: 

Can and  should this  word I:i.e., "saga"] also be used in connection 
witli some parts  of the Scl.iytures, especially in the  Old Testament:' 
The  stories of the ljatriarchs, the nliracles t h a t  took place during 1.11~ 
conclnesl of Canaan, t he  figure of Samson,  the miracle stories of 
Elisha arid the curious adventures of Daniel :  does the significance 
o f  these s tories  for our f a i t h  dililinish if w e  apply the  word saga to 
them? Is  i t  necessary to prove a t  a11 costs t ha t  snch episodes '1.ctall~ 
happened,' and  should we in  a n y  case b e l i e r e  th is?  If not, wha t  is t h e  
right. and honest way out  of these difficulties? (pp. 55-56). 

Not only a r e  nlythological eleinents to be found in the  Old Tcslanient- 
but  they are  also allegedly found in the  Gospels. The  Dutch G1~id.e thus 
asserts :  "By 111 ythological elements a r e  nleant  those iniages o f  Ilei~ven 
and  earth, angels and devils, good and evil, gods and Satan ,  which for111 
the framework i n  which pagan myths  t ake  place. I t  is generally admitted 
.by scholars t h a t  the  biblical s to ry  of salvation can definit,cly not  he  c ~ l l e d  



. . .~ . -- Book Rcl.ic~l.> 
165 

- - . 
~ -- - ..-. -- - - - -- 

a myth.  Rut  is i t  no t  ob\,ious ~ h ; ~ ~  Ill(> J3jble Illal;es 11se of a. lllythological 
f ramework?  Should sucl l  illlages a s  a f,l,l~ee-stol-icd llni\rerse, angels, Satan,  
dragons, be considered as  the  col l tents  (,f t h e  l,ibli(;al messagc .  Or a s  the 
form out of which w e  h a v e  t o  Iree ll1;lt l l~essage?"  (P. 56). 

Tllc Dutch theologians wllo col l lyoscd t h i s  so-ca l led  Guide Ii'voni 
HOZ~(~??C?, are  0111)osed t o  the  of +lie I,roof.tes(, n l e t h o d  f0l' sul,porting 
individual doctrines a l ld  devote rlu,llbes of  pages t o  contending that  
" truth" is not so m u c h  concesllec~ ,viLll tile a scc r t a . i nmen t  of factuality 
and  the c o r r c s l ~ o n d e n c ~  of a statelnelli r e a l i t y  as i t  i s  w i th  "faith." 
T h i s  allows fo r  n l i s takes  and  erl.nl,s nlld cont rndic t ior l s  i n  t he  Cible, a 
position accel~ted by  this: hern le l leu t ic~l  jillidc fro111 H o l l a n d .  The  strange 
th ing ,  ho\vever, about  t h e  nl1tcll stllciy is 1,llat it ,  cons t an t ly  bases its 
wrong vicws and i t s  critic;islll tl,aditional ~ ~ l v i n i s t i c  a n d  Lutheran 
hernieneutics up011 individual  Eible l)nssx2-es ;~ l ld  ycsicolJeS. On pages 
221-224 all Scr ip ture  p:lssages ell~l>loyc-:d 3l.e corivel l ient ly l is ted.  

The views pOpuIarized by voIl I-loflllallll a n d  TVright  t h a t  revelatioil 
h a s  taken i3lace ma in ly  t1lrougl1 n l i g h ~ y  acts  0s  God  a r e  l ~ l a c e d  in opi~osi- 
t ion to the  t radi t ional  positioll i .~lat (;od llas lna in ly  s p o k e n  a n d  is speaking 
through IIis inscr ip tura ted  ye\-elation. The  ~.cl)c>rt s t a t e s :  "Once we  have 
grasped thnt  the  rea l  l)oint of the  1:jbIc is his tory-- indicated in  Lhe 
Nanle a s  s coherent  to ta l i ty  of acts of Illat God w h o  r ema ins  t r u e  to 
himself-then we also reach a l>oi~lt high c-511011gh t o  g e t  a view of two 
concepts used in theology,  namely [llose of i n s l> i r a t ion  arid the  canon of 
t h e  Scripture" (11. 1015) .  \Vhile i t  is il , l l(-:  fhai.  t h e  Judneo-Chr i s t i an  religion 
is intinlately tied u p  w i t h  histo1.y. t l l ; ~ l  God did a c t  t h r o u g h  nlighty deeds 
a n d  tha t  the individual  Biblical 1)ooks oi.iginnt.ec1 a t  variol ls  times in the 
centuries  both before a n d  a f t e r  the birth o f  Christ., y e t  t h e  f ac t  thnt  Iliblical 
religion is int i inately t i ed  u p  will1 liistory does n o t  w a r r a n t  ignoring the 
fac t  that  now we  have  a definiti~.?. objccti\:c IVord f r o m  God which is to 
be studied and l ) roc l a in~ed .  It. is throu;h thc  Ho ly  S c r i p t u r e s ,  t he  insyired 
a n d  canonical books of t he  Old anct K P ~  T c s t a ~ i ~ e r l t s ,  t h a t  t h e  IIoly Syirit  
b r ings  about repcntnnce through the L a w  a ~ r d  fostei .s  f a i t h  in  the Savior 
J e sus  Christ through t h e  Gospel. 

'I ' l l(< 13il)lc Syea7is - . l . c / r r i?~  is 11sc-:ful f o r  slio\ving h o w  t h e  theology of ;L 

13utch Calvinistic Church  has h c ~ n  chaiigilrs a n d  conl ing closer to Roman 
Catholicisni, but s a d  t o  s ay ,  it is a l)oor and  f a u l t y  g u i d e  to the under- 
s tanding  of the Bible. 

I 2 a l ~ w ~ o n t Z  71'. A S I L I . ~ I Z ~ ? Y /  

THE J-IEBREVT TEXT O F  THE O L ~ ~ ~  TI<STrlillENrI'. U y  L. 11. Hrockington. 
Oxford and Cambridge  U n i ~ e l ~ i ( . ~  Pl'ess, 1973. 269 pages .  Cloth. $14.00. 

'Ithe Nezc; fi~l.</z,isl/ HiZilc is described by  i t s  l ~ n b l i s h e r s  as "a. f resh  and 
authori tat ive t rans la t ion  of the Bible into n lodcrn  E n g l i s h .  It is a corn- 
plete translation f r o m  t h e  original tollgues, eliricheci by t h e  lllost recent 
biblical scholarship a n d  en l i~e l l ed  by a flllent l i t e r a r y  s t y l e  which  is clear, 
vigorous, and often majest ic ."  

This  new t r ans l a t ion  was begull over twc l l t y  y e a r s  ago  and was 
carr ied out under t h e  aLlth0riLY' of a J o i n t  C01nn l i t t . e~  o n  which were 
found represented t h e  major  I'rotcstant church& of the 1lritish Isles, 
Representatives f r o m  Ron'511 Catholic Church  j o i ~ l e d  t h e  venture as 
observers during t h e  l a t e r  stages. 



Relative to the Old Testament of !!'he Xezo Elzglis7~ B ib le :  the  pub. 
lishers s tate  t h a t  on this, t h e  larger  par t  of t he  Bible, scholars worked fo r  
many years and  spared no efforts t o  l)l,oduce as accurate and  intelligent a 
version as possible. In t h e  1970 edition of !!'?LC New E n g l i s h  Bible With t h e  
dp0~1.?~117~~1, Dr.  G. R. Driver  contributed the  "Introduction t o  the Old 
Testament,'' which is primari ly devoted to the matter  of what  kind of  
text was to be employed and  why textual criticisnl had to be practiced 
before the work of t ranslat ion could be attempted Pages XV-XVIII 
present the view held by critical scholars and  seine conservative scholars 
on the history and reliability of t he  Hebrew Old Testament tes t .  Driver  
asserts about t h e  t ransmit ted t e s t :  

So much for the  Hebrew Old Testanlent as i t  lies before us;  b u t  
i t  is certain tha t  this  does not always represent what  was originally 
written. T h e  translator niust often go behind the traditional text t o  
discover the  writer 's meaning. For  this  purpose h e  may  have recourst? 
first to  the Scrolls; but these cover only a very small par t  of the Old 
Testanlent writings. Secondly he  may have recourse to the  Sanlaritaxi 
Pentateuch, which though extant  only in late  n~anuscr ig ts ,  the  earliest 
being dated about t he  eleventh century A.D., may be solnewhat earlier 
than the Scrolls and  represents the text  of the  five books of the  Law 
(Genesis t o  Deuteroi~omy) which the  Samari tans took with them 
when they seceded from Judaisni. I t  differs from the traditional test  
in a considerable nuniber of small and  niostly uninlportant points 
(1). xvi) . 

Another i~ngor t an t  witness for the Hebrew t e s t  of the  autographs i s  
the Greek translation, known as  the Septuagint.  Of i t  Driver wri tes:  
"Clearly it is the work of a nunlber of t ranslators  of unequal ski l l ;  their 
meaning. is now literal, now l>araphrastic, and  now interpretative. Not 
infrequently it contains absurd  mistrnnslations" ( y .  xv i ) .  

Tlte H e b ~ e u :  'l'ezt of tlte 01rZ Testulnent contains the readings adopted 
by the t ranslators  of t he  New English 13ible. These were prepared for- 
publication by L. H. Rrockington, Senior Lecturer of Aramaic and 
Syriac a t  the Ijniversity of Oxford. The Massoretic text e~nployed by the  
Bri t ish t ranslators  was the  one printed in R .  Kittel's Bihtin IIeb1.nicc1 
(3rd edition, 1937) .  The  269 pages of Rrockington's book contains abonr. 
3,700 different renderings and readings, which means tha t  compared with 
the  Authorizc?d Version of 1G11 and the Bri t ish Revised Version of 1885 
there a re  t ha t  inany differences reflected in the  translation of Tlre Neqc' 
Engdi?;h Uil~Ze.  Therefore, t o  understand why the new translation has  SO 

many changes i t  is helpful fo r  scholars to have available the changes 
adoyted by the  Old Testalllent Committee. 

A perusal of t he  readings adopted shows tha t  many,  in fact,  the  major- 
i ty ,  a re  based on t h ~  Septuagint? the Peshitta,  the  Vulgate, occasionall!' 
the  .Jewish Targums,  and  t h e  Samari tan Pentateuch. Various readings 
from the f ragments  and books represented in  the Dead Sea Scrolls Were 
adoyted. In a number  of places the  translators tra.nsl)osed clauses anit 
verses and  at tempted to make the  text read as they thought i t  should have. 
At times they also resorted to testual  enlendation, the last resort whelk 
(Z given text nlakes no sense whatsoever. 

The translators  seen1 to reflect the new views on Old ~es tarn t :n t  



t e x t u a l  criticism which have resulted f rom the finding of Qu~nran  Hebrew 
t e x t s  t h a t  agreed with the S e ~ t u a ~ i n t  a n d  Samarit.an Pentateuch against 
the Massoretic text. Three  or four different textual traditions are  
supposed to  be represented in the  Hebrew ~nanuscripts  a t  Qu1ura.n. The 
r e s u l t  has been the  clainl that the Massoretic text, which constitutes 
a b o u t  ninety-nine per cent of the Hebrew Biblical nianuscripts at. Qumran, 
does  not  reflect the  Urtext, which now h a s  to he reconstructed from all 
sources ,  t h e  Septua.gint, the  Sanlaritan Pentateuch, the Babylonian tradi- 
t i o n  represented by manuscripts found i n  the Cairo Geniza. and ot.her 
places,  a n d  the pre-'Rlassoretic text found in most Qumranic Biblical 
manuscr ip ts .  

UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE THROUGH IIISTORY AKD AIZCHAE- 
OLOGY. BY Har ry  &I. Orlinsky. KTAV Publishing House. Inc.. New 
York,  1972. 292 pages. Cloth. 

Dr .  Harry  M. Orlinsky of Hebrew-Union Institute of Religion, New 
York  City, in 1954 published a book called d.n.c.ien.t Isl-ael, which was 
p r i n t e d  by the Cornell University Press. It was issued as part o f  thc series. 
The Dez;elopment of 1Vester.r~ Civilization: A7n~.~.atice I.:ssc~~s ill. l , l~c Hi.sto?.?, 
o f  Our Tradition fro?)& I ts  Origi?rs in A.n.cie.?tt Is.).ctel: a n d  G).eccc t o  t1r.r 
Pre.rent, a series of which Professor W. Fox was t h e  editor. 

In th i s  volume the text of A?zcien.t Iornel is used 0x1 one page, and on 
t h e  opposite page the texts which would support the assertions and  inter- 
p re ta t ions  a re  given both in Hebrew a n d  in English translation. T n  nddi- 
t ion ,  m a n y  illustrations from archaeological digs are used throughout the 
book.  Charts  and maps (twenty-one of them)  are  also employed to aid the 
r e a d e r  t o  grasp better the meaning of the geographical a n d  historical 
references with which the  Old Testanlent is replete. The Torah selections 
a r e  t aken  from The  To?-ah, I'he Five Books  of .lfoses: 11. iVe?c? Il'?'c~n.sln.lio?? 
o f  the Holy  Scriptures Accorcli?ty t o  t1i.e .llrt.ssor~c/icm llc:zl ( 191i2, second 
ed i t ion) ,  a product of Orlinsky's efforts. 

Orlinsky has also interspersed among the  1-Iebrew and English 
passages  more than fifty sections of bib1iograghic:al references to books a n d  
journa l  articles of current  vintage. Because of the deadline given Orlinskv 
by t h e  publishers he was not able to update the  bibliographies, bu t  one 
i s  promised more in a future printing of the book. I-Iowever, l)czrt,ly L o  coln- 
pensa te  for not updating the bibliography, the author included "Sugges- 
t ions  for  Fur ther  Reading" and "Selected Bibliography for Teachers and 
Advanced Readers1' (pp. 277-279), and on pages 279-282 he has given a 
descriptive listing of "Books on Biblical History and Archaeolof;~: 1960-  
1966," which appeared in The Jewish Book ilnnz~nl ( X X V ,  pg. 176-1831. 

On the  front end-leaf a pottery chart ,  "The Story of Pottery i l l  C;.lnaa11 
Israel-Palestine," is given, and on the back end-leaf the reader Ilas been 
supplied with a chronological s u l m a r y  of the :~nciellt Near 15:lst and of 
anc ien t  Israel. 

Af~cient  1syae.J is interesting because here one can ollserve how 
Jewish liberal scholar, more or less conlmi tted to the i~igher-cril.ical 
approach,  intttrprets the  data of t,he Old Testament. Tha t  God jiavc 
Is rael i tes  direct revelations is a concept alien to this book. Men frequerltly 



create their own religious ideas and concepts. The pa t r ia rchs  Abraham, 
Isaac, arid Jacob did not know Yahweh; each worshipped a local clan 
god. They were neither nlonotheists nor  polytheists. 

According to Orlinsky Israel  entered Canaan during the  Hyksos rule 
and i t  was during the  thir teenth century tha t  Israel i s  supposeci to have 
left JCgy~t.  Regarding the influence of Moses h e  wrote:  

The personality of Moses so dorninatcd Israel's formative years 
tha t  later centuries canle to credit him with the  authorship of the  
Pentateuch. This honor is more than justified in a figurative sense and 
to some es tent  in a. factual sense as well (p .  4 0 ) .  

Breasted's view that Moses obtained his  non not he ism fro111 Ikhnaton is 
rejected. 

Orlinsky pits the view of Judges  on the conquest of Canaan against 
that of Joshua. The Biblical version of the Joshuan conquest is, according 
to Orlinksy, ''a collection of miscellaneous fragments  of .z;tr~.y,in!! dotes 
and of varying reliability . . . There mas a. calnyaign by Joshua  which 
achieved an  arilazing success in attacking certain key Canaanite  royal cities 
b u t  . . . there was also a long period of s truggle for t he  l)ossession which 
continued af te r  Joshua's death" (p. 51). 

The  grophetic lnovenlent was the clinias of Biblical history. I11 the 
~ r o ~ h e t s  the Hebraic spir i t  reached i ts  climax, especially i n  the social 
justice advocated by the prophets. Kothing l ike t h e  prophetic outburst 
was ag:lin seen by the  world; in fact, Orlinsky claims t h a t  Judaism, 
Christianity, arid Islam were so  influenced by  the ~ r o p h e t i c  accents t ha t  
"over nearly half t h e  land surface of the globe, thc  consciences of 
civilized Inen have spoken wi th  the accents of the prophets" (12. 1 4 2 ) .  

From a New Testanlent perspective i t  mus t  be s ta ted  t h a t  Orlinsky 
does not grasp the t r u e  na ture  of the  Old Testament nlessage, and  niztny 
of i ts  iml~ortarit  theological aspects a r e  not considered. T h e  belief i n  a 
Messiah is depicted as a later  developnlent in  Judaism. 

'l'l--IE EAIZLY EARTII.  13y John C. IVhitcolnb. BHivI Books, Wirlona Lake. 
Iridia.na, 1972 .  144 pages. 13al)er. $1.50. 

TIIE WORLII THAT PERISHED. I3y John C. Whitcomb. BH3I Rooks, 
Wino~ia. Lakc ,  Intliana, 1!)73. 1.55 pages. I'aper. $1.95. 

I l r .  'Whitconlb o f  Grace Theological Seminary,  IVinonn Lake, has 
~ ) r e ~ i o ~ l s l y  l~ublishetl hooks dealing with the early chapters  of Genesis, a 
cruci;il area. i n  l:heology today. I-Ie has  authored 1'11,e Ori{ji?t of t h e  Solal. 
B?j.sle~~r. and ~S0101~1017 20 t l ~  ICICIC~~ZC: Stlrtlies ilr Kings ( L ? ? ( Z  Ch.?.o?l.icles. With 
Henry iI1orl.i~ he  has co-authored !I'l1e Genesis Flood. 

TIle two volunles under review contain an expansion of views found 
especially in 7'lr.e Gcn.csis b'lootil.. Ylrc Err?-ly Eccrth is a n  exposition of the 
Biblical da ta  contained in Genesis 1 and 2. He defends the  literal and 
historical understanding of t h e  two first chapters of Gensis. Thosc who 
interpret Genesis literally, the way Jesus and Paul did, are  forced t o  
deal wi th  theistic evolution. Whitconlb rejects both secular evolution and 
theistic evolution. This  does not  mean tha t  Whitcomb repudiates the  t rue  
findings of science, b u t  he  does insist t ha t  a n y  believer fai thful  to the 
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~ c r i y t u r e s  must  reject. theories which clearly contradict the  Bible. "And 
in doing so he opposes the  views sct forth by some Christians who stumb- 

O-ly t.ry t o  l)roceed with one foot on the  pa th  of Scripture a n d  the  other  lin, 
ur lsure a n d  constantly changing trail  of the  secular theorist." 

Wklitcorllb b a s  answered effectively the  weaknesses of the "Gal) Theory 
or ~ ~ i ~ ~ - ~ ~ s t o r n t i o n "  1:heory found in T h e  OZd Sco;lielcl Refe?.en.ce Ri.ble. 
~h~ \:iews of members  of tlle Aillericall Scientific Affiliation a r e  discussed 

shotvn to be inadmissible from the view-t-goint of sound Biblical 
hel.n?eneu t ics .  

7:TLe 31;o,-7.d I'hcc.2 Pc?.i..shet€ contains t he  sequel to the anthor's con- 
tributions i n  !The Genesis Floocl. All types of uniforinitarianjsln a r e  
weislied a l ld  found  wanting. H e  espouses Biblical catastrophisill as the  
, rue  answer  f o r  thc  da ta  provided by historical geology. In h i s  sunllnnry 
~ h i t . c o l ? l ) ~  asks t h e  question, "?Vhy do sincere and scholarly Christians 
differ so  g r e a t l y  on the  Biblical doctrine of t h e  Flood?" His answer: "Is 
11, no(.. be(;ause o f  dil'f'erent s ta r t ing  poinls? If one bcgin..s with the comltlex 
a.rl.n.y of  sc!ientific da.tn and current  interpretations of these da t a  without 
a. revealed and  t h u s  infallible reference, the  coriclusio~~s will be ultimately 
self-contradictory. Bu t  with God's Word as h is  guiding light,  one can 
look at t h e  scient if ic  data froin a unifying perspective and thus be assured 
o f  ~ilr:in~rtte sat isfact ion" (p .  1 4 1 ) .  

t \ ' l~ i tco lnb  throughout  t he  volunle cites Inany problelns which ecolu- 
l.ionai-y geo log i s t s  a r e  not facing, phenonlena. which directly contradict 
(.heir views and raise serious questions as to the reliabili1;y for their 
uniformitarinn/e1~011itionary model of ear th  history. ITe claims that. 
"13iblica.l ca.tastrophism does not  claim any particular geologic ghonomena 
i n  and o f  i t se l f  denionstrates t h e  universal flood. Scientific ei~lyiricisllz was 
never in te i lded  by  God to be the direct and  esseritinl l ink to Biblical 
revelation. To t h e  contrary, Scripture has been given to 11s to  provide u s  
with the light we need for understa.nding the  origin and ineaning of our 
geologic envi ronment ."  \Vhitcomb contends tha t  "the geologic data, a t  
best, se rve  as  cir-~.ri11~.c'tct?1~ticiZ c~iclences for the reality of thc Genesis Flood" 
(1). 1 4 4 ) .  

130th volu lnes  contain bibliographies t h a t  will enable the  interested 
l'eader t o  pu l suse  furt.her studies i n  this i n ~ l ~ o r t a ~ i t  area of Genesis 1-9,  
~vhose c o n t e n t s  inany today wrongly classify a s  myth, saga, legend, folk- 
10l.e. or  w h a t e v e r  te rm is used to deny the  historical character of thesc 
nine cha1)ters of Scripture. 

Rnymto?r (1 .P. ,??.[?.b I(,?'J/ 

THE G'XITY OF ISAIAI-I I N  T H E  LIGHT OF STATISTICAL LXKGUIS- 
TJ.CS. By Yahnda T. Radday. With  a Contribution by Dietcr Wick- 
matin. Ver1a.g Dr. H. A. Gerstenberg, Hildesheim, 1.973. 312 Dages. 
Cloth. 98 Mark.  

This  is a volume in the  series, "Pz~blication cZe Z'lnstitutc Re Recherche 
C f  b!Isi..~%o,i.s-e des Tcxtes ,  Sectio?z Riblique et Massol-etique, C ~ Z l e C t i ~ n  
l ~ e s s o ? - ( l h ~  Serie 11, Etudes Quantitatives e t  Autonlatisees." "The subject 
o f  this book  i n ~ ~ y  be conveniently compared to a triangle: i t  borders up011 

P;ible, language, and statistics. Its central problem is a Biblical one, the 
aspect d e a l t  w i t h  i s  language, and the tool enlployed for  arr iving at a 
solutioll i s  s ta t i s t ics .  Thus, its innovation lies prima.rily in making these 



th ree  disciplines meet." This  opening statement  of the  preface states 
the purpose of this  doctoral dissertation. 

The linguistic approach in  this  s tudy is not  new, because statistics 
applied to l i terary documents and to languages has  been used for  a 
numher of years by linguists and physicists t o  determine s imi lar  issues. 
Raddny claims that  his own contribution is t h a t  hc used the i r  methods for 
thc first t ime in the Ilebrew language and in the  IIebrew Bible and  added 
one o r  two tests of his own (13. v ) .  

How lriany l~rophets--one, two, three, four, or more---.had a share  in 
the composition of the  book of Isaiah? T h a t  was the  problenl Radday 
decided to solve by the  linguistic approach. Chapter I contains a thorough 
and comprehensive discussion of t h e  various views which Old Testament 

I scholars have  advanced on the  niat ters  of t he  authorship and unity of 
r Isaiah. T h e  positions of both the  divisionists and the  defenders of the 

unity of Isaiah a r e  given, with Radday leaning to  the  lat ter  position, even 
though i ts  proponents a r e  in  the  minority among scholars. 

In chapter  I1 the  linguistic arguments e l l l~ loyed by those  who postu- 
late  a plurality of authors a s  well a s  t h e  linguistic arguinents  einployed by 
those who defend Isaiah's unity a r e  presented. I t  i s  t he  thes is  of Radday, 
however, t ha t  a, new approach for solving the  riddle of t h e  book of 
Isaiah needs to be a t tempted;  this a t tempt  is undertaken 'by the  author 
jn the subsequent chapters  of this volume. 

The remaining chapters, 111-XI, apply statistical linguistics to the 
language of the sixty-six chapters  of Isaiah. Radday exanlined 17,000 
~!~ol-ds in Isaiah (01 apgroxilnately 32,000 syllables and  80,000 phonemes) 
and another  100,000 words in control texts.  Radday's conclusions a r e  a s  
follows: (a)  Isaiah is conlposed o f  two different parts ,  i.e.? chapters  1-35 
and  chapters  40-66. ( h )  The  most dissimilar parts a r e  chapters  1-12 and 
chagters  40-48. Since Isaiah was the author of 1-12, he  could not have 
co~nposed  40-48. (c)  Chapters  13-23 can be assigned with a high degree 
of probability to the  wri ter  of cha l~ters  1-12, naniely to Isaiah himself. 
( d )  Chapters  49-57 and 58-66 show so many affinities with each other and 
s o  few wi th  the  rest; of Isaiah tha t  they should be at t r ibuted to another 
writer. ( e )  As to chapters 23-35, t he  results a re  inconclusive, but the 
chapters supposedly belong to the first par t  of the book. 

Here  a r e  conclusions tha t  a re  in disagreenlent wi th  positions held both 
by  conservative and historica1:critical scholars as far  as unity and 
authorship a r e  concerned. Bryan Drake, i n  a n  ar t icle  appearing in the 
.Jou?'~icll of 13iblical Litcl-utzwe (XCI, pp. 241-242, J u n e  1972), has  raised 
a. number of questions tha t  will have to  be answered if Radday's conclu- 
sions a r c  t o  be regarded as correct and  beyond cavil. 

liOSEA----The HIGART AN11 EIOLINESS O F  GOD. By G. Cainpbell Morgan. 
13aker Book House, Grand Rapids, 1974. 159 pages. Paper. $2.45. 

T I l E  TEN COMILIANL)lMEI\jTS. By G. Campbell Morgan. Raker Book 
I-Iouse, Grand Rapids, :1974. 126 pages. Paper. $1.95. 

TIlE ANSWERS OF JESUS TO JOB. By G. Campbell Morgan. Baker Book 
House? Grand Rapids, 1974. 136 pages. Paper. $1.95. 
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These three works a r e  ~ a r t  of the "G. Can~ybell Morgan Library 
Series." Baker Book :EIouse has  published at least eleven titles in this 
l ibrary of holnileticsl and devotional 1.eflections on portions of Scripture. 
Though the language and style of Dr. axorgan a r e  sonlewhat dated, he 
often ~ r o v i d e s  a pointed insight for the contenlporary pastor. I n  sum, 
these studies contai11 very little exposition, but s good deal of mature 
reflection by a widely-revered theologian of a previous generation. 

N E W  TESTAMENT WORDS. By Iq?illian~ Rarclay. The Westnlinster Press, 
Philadelphia, 1974. 301 pages. Cloth. $3.95. 

William I3arclay recently retired froin the chair of Divinity and 
Eihlicnl Criticislrl a t  Glasgo~v University. The present volume was orig- 
inally published in  Great Britain in 1964 without the index, the latter 
having now been supul ied by the Westnlinster Press. New Testa??l.ent 
Wo?-ds  is designed as a cornpanion volume to the Dni ly  Stzicly Ri7)Ze, a 
series of comlnentaries or1 the books of the New Testament in seventeen 
volumes. 

Included i n  this  volume, which contains nearly seventy key words of 
the  Greek Kew Testament, a r e  word studies found in Barclay's -4 Xezc 
!fle.stnnzent 'Wo?'RbooX: and Ilfo?'e ;Vezt; !llestctn~en.t TVo?ds, neither of which 
is now available. 

The eminent Brit ish l3iblica.l scholar here nlakes available for the 
general reader the background and significance of major New Testament 
words and explores for his readers what a word meant for the writers of 
the  New Testament as well a s  for the first recipients of their writings. 
.Barclap traces the  meaning of the words chosen first in Classical Greek, 
then in the Septuagint. when found there, then in Hellenistic Greek and 
the  papyri. Thus the  general reader here has a t  his disposal the true mean- 
ing  of these words and fine points which are  not always reflected in  current 
translations of t h e  Kew Testament. 

We agree wi th  the London Tiates Lite?-a?y Rzip2)le~11ent. Which asserted 
about this  book: "Ilr.  Barclay's cnthusiasni is  infectious, and he gives to 
the laynlan an interesting introduction to the Greek language." 

T H E  EVANGELICAL FAITH. By Helmut Thielicke. Translated by Geof- 
frey W. Bron~iley.  TVni. B. Eerdnians, Grand Rapids, 1974. 420 pages. 
$10.95. 

With his seririon books and T l ~ e o l o ~ ~ i c c ~ l  Etlzics ThieIicke has estab- 
lished n solid reputation. With the present volume, his prolegomena, he 
ventures into the  field of dogmatics; volunle two will cover the doctrines of 
God and Christ ;  volulne three, the Holy Spirit, the  Church, and eschat- 
ology. 

In  the  author's own view "this first volume of a systematic theologr 
will attempt clearance work in a cluttered situation," clutter largely 
brought about by the  fact tha t  "the present intellectual and spiritual 
situation is  marked by a distinct dualisn~." Secularization, too, has been 



such a serious t1ilbeat to t he  Christian church i n  our day, "that 
e~llarlcipated world no loilger understands, a n d  refuses to listen to, the 
Christian message" (1). 11). Thielicke lioges that: h is  prolegolllena will 
somehow be esl)ecially relevant to a world which, a s  h e  sees it., no longer 
struggles wi th  Luther's burning  clnestion of Iiow to find a gracious God. 
but cynically asks. "Does God exist a t  al l?  If 'He does, where is He?" 

Hecal~se Thielicke gral>]?les with and seeks to counter these pllilo- 
sophical trends of our  day a t  their roots, h i s  prolegomena is different 
from the us11al run. Generally his  al~proach a n d  stance m a y  be described 
as conservative. Yet, while h e  i~ectogriizc-,~ tha t  we need the  Bible "for the 
documentation of revelation7' and  tl1a.t i t  "contains historical nzatter," he 
skirts for the  most par t  t h e  knotty cluestions conilccted wi th  higher 
criticisni. slaps down verbal inspiration (1). 3 6 ) ,  and ogts for  a kind of 
Barthinn posit.ioli on the  Word as the address of God which needs t,o 
strike and encounter man in  h is  csistential need today. Thus  Thielicke 
too, l i k e  inany theo log ia~~s  i n  our day who t r y  to march i n  tune with 
historical-critical ~lletllodology~ has difficulty at times in saying  where the 
Word of Cod is located. 

Instead of describing the  issue today in 1:erms of "liberal" over 
against "conservative" theology, Thielicke prefers to see i t  a s  Cartesian 
over r\.gainst uon-Cartesian. Much of what  we call liberal t0da.y (Schleier- 
macher, I?nltl?~ann, Tillich, ct  tr1.ii.j is sinlply a case of cariatioils of 
Cartesian ( and  Kantian)  l)hilosoghizing. I3y itself his  well-docuiiiented 
study of this l)herionienoti establishes the book's worth and  value. 'I'hat 
which purl)ortedly is theology Thielicke shows to be l i t t le  Inore than 
elevated. sophisticated. ant,hro~)ologicsll);-struct:~~red philosophy--wl~etllc~~ 
fruni Schleiernlacher, Lessing, I::ult~nann, '.I'illicli or  any  of theil. ilk. 
Such "inquiry into the  act  a n d  possibility of faitli," based a s  i t  is on 
Ca~tcisi;t~\ pr.incil)les, "hardly leaves time for  the content of faith,!' 
'Chielicke concludes with accurate punch. 111 fact,  by their "continually 
shar1)ening knives [they] no longer have anyth ing  to cut" (p.  S2f . ) .  TJ711at 
Ireryg111;~ is left when the salvation events of C h r i s t i ~ a s ,  ]?,aster: nn(Z 
I'entecosl; have all been surgically cot away'? While Thielickc, however, 
faults lilell l ike 'Bultm;~nn for  their ~ ~ e f u s a l  to be held by the  13ibljcal 
test ,  he  hilliself, quite inconsistently--but like niany others in  our day- 
feels liin~self safe in accepting the l~istorical-critical iuetliodology, even 
though it h a s  worked such havoc with Biblical authority. Wi th  the sallle 
kind of inconsistency he seeks to defend w h a t  lie calls t h e  r ight  01' 

13iblical use of u i y t l ~  in  C:oclls delivery of revelation. I-Ie even claims Lutllel' 
for his  side in s o  doing, a t  wliich poi r~t  he's completely off base. In  110 

way, no ~ n a t t e r  how he  dcfines myth, can he clailll support. f rom Luther!  
In  fairness, lloweves, i t   nus st be added that  Thielicke conles dolvll hard 
on de~nythologizing of Bultmann's kind, s t a t i ng  tha t  "the Bible, alld 
especially the New 'J'estament, is poles apar t  f rom the  world of myth" 
and tha t  "bet\veen the G-ospel a n d  myth" there i s  the sharpest  s tructural  
antithesis (11. 88).  H i s  dissatisfaction with conservative theology is t ha t  
it: is not 111oving with the  tinies, is reactionary, and  re1)ristillationist--as 
lie 1:llinks; yet h is  chapter 011 t h e  Holy Spir i t  (chapter VII) B ~ o W S  an 
excellent dependencct upon the Lutheran  Confessions. 

The  secoild major part; of Thielicke's volurlle is largely focused on 
theology's task in  the midst  of a. world, which, a s  he  says, finds "God 



is a yroblem." By all odds: this hal f  of  the book is his lllost in t r ica te  a n d  
involved, a s  hc  l~ i cks  out nlld p i c k s  a p a r t  the  philosophical presugpositions 
on which the  (::od-is-dend theology h a s  drawn.  H e  yrobes t h e  idea and i t s  
varjous ~ ropo l i en t s ,  recent arid n o t  so recent,  a t  such length  t h a t  no  
stollc is left ullt.arned. In  f a c t ,  as h e  lays t h i s  disturbing "theology" to 
rest with penetr:lting argumel l t  a n d  w i t h  vas t  references, h e  r i sks  exhaust- 
ing all but  the niost in t rep id  of  readers .  H i s  final call, i n  t he  book's 
appendix, is fo r  Christians alld the church to  address t he  world incan- 
ingfully, u rg ing  that  "fronl the b r o k e n  walls of this  perishing world the  
praise of Cnristinrls sounds fo r th"  (1). 403).  Indeed, rnay thc: church never 
weary in i ts  task  of evangel iz ing  the world!  However, t h e  church's 
kerygnla, which the Kelt- Test.alllellt  presents in  such lirngid \va.y, is not 
always so (:(ear and unambiguol l s  in Thielicke's eshor ta t ion  to the 
caliurch. I?. ,I$.'. IC l,l.L</ 

'PI-II.COLOCIIC 1h.I M'IElIERSPRUCEI. By Ernes t  Lerlc. Evangelische Ver- 
lngsanstalt ,  13erlia. 1971. 3 9  S e i t e n .  2 Mark.  

111 1923 Dr.  Lel,le ynblisllcd h i s  IL'?.it.i7; (111 H ~ ~ ~ ~ . V L U ? L ? L  (Cr i t i~ lue  of 
I3ultmaun) in  which he :showed t.he fallacies arid negative effects Bult- 
niarin's del~iythologizatioll l ) rogl .am h a s  had for  New Testanlent  theology 
and Sol. Christ ian theology. 

I n  !l'Jbeoloy/2~ ill. ( : ~ n / i . r r d i c : t . i . o ~ l .  h e  is primari ly concerned with t h e  
views of Willi  l ~ ~ a r s s e n .  one of t h e  recognized proponents of redaction 
cl.iticism. Th i s  rnoi1ogral)h h a s  t h r e e  s h o r t  but impor t an t  cha i~tcrs .  
1ted;tction criticism is a. chi ld of  forxii criticism and while both  advocate 
r1iffc:rent views about the New Testarneri t ,  t hey  have th is  in collinlon tha t  
Ll~ey make i~nyossiblc n theology w h i c h  is fai thful  to the  revelatory teach- 
ings which God has given t h r o u g h  t h o  inspired New Tes tament  authors.  

In t he  first lecture (pp. 7-19) Le r l c  t akes  up the  ma t t e r  of the  per- 
spective froin which the N e w  Tes ta i l len t  js now interpreted in  Germany. 
Lerle has  worltcd out n very u s e f u l  scheme 1:o show where i\llarxsen and 
nia.ny other scholars s tand t o d a y .  God, in His  unliniited kingdom, is 
l?lnccd a t  t he  top of the diagrni i l .  1:)irectly beneath this  is a pyi.amid, 
havillg Lhrec? paris .  A i  t he  toy is t l ie  (TOSS, in  the center t h e  Bible, and  a t  
the boitonl the  helieving and c o n f e s s i n g  church.  On the left of t h i s  pyramid,  
Lerle has placed other l.eligious founders  and religious  prophet,^. To the  
right he  has pu t  ancient l ) h i l o s o ~ ) h e r s  and rabbis. I!eneath t h e  la t te r  i s  a 
box labeled theological luc-!thods. Theologicnl nlethods influence both the  
~)liilosophers and rabbis a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  understanding of the messa.ge of 
tlie cross and  the  1-3ihle. On t h e  lef t-hand s i d e  of t he  pyraniid in another  
bos a re  the theories about J e s u s  a n d  about  the   rocla lama ti on of early 
Cliristianity. Redaction criticis111 : ~ n d  tradi t ion criticisni are depicted a s  
affecting the understanding o f  t h e  Bible. I n  t h e  bottonl of t h e  pyramid i s  
the believing congregation w h i c h  is influenced hy the Bible. 

Modern critics, whether using demythologization, f o r m  criticism, 
tradition criticism, o r  redac t ion  cri t icism, a r e  operat ing fro111 s perspec- 
tive tha t  does riot do justice to G-od's revelation as contained in the Bible, 
because it does not 1)ermit t h e  Bible, properly interpreted by  t h e  historical- 
gramnlatical method, to have its t r u e  influence on the  believing and  con- 
fessing church.  By questioning t h e  c l ea r  s ta tements  of the  t e s t ,  t h e  critical 



apl)roacll is robbing the church of the t rue picture of Christ and  what  He 
did. 

1,erle's book is wri i ten i n  a dialogue form. A problen~ i s  stated and 
illustrated from the writings of one of the post-Bult.niallniaiis, especially 
from Marssen's writings, and  then the fallacies arid weaknesses of the 
position are  shown. The a ~ i t h o r  uses down-to-earth illustrations and effec- 
tively shows the illogica.1 s tance defended by Willie 91arxsen. 

Lecture 2 deals with the  views about the Bible a s  set  forth in  hlai.ssen's 
[Ios A-ez1.c 'I'e.sla?ncnt N Z S  13tich ( l e ~ '  l i irche ( T h e  New Testainelit a s  13ook of 
the Church).  Lerle refutes the  following positions of BIarxscn: the 
c h ~ ~ r c l i  created the New Testament, the  church determined which books 
were canonical and which were not. The  church, i t  is said,  first. had a 
recognized canon only af te r  t he  time of tithanasins'  Ehster  sermon. The 
church, Marxsen colitends, was uncertain a s  to which books really be- 
longed to the canon. Thus  he raises the old question o f  the h.o,17z.ologoz~?~?e?~c~ 
and crntileyontclza, quest,ion tha t  Martin Chemnitz exanlined in  Ez(r?r7.cn 
Golrcllii I117'i.tLe?t.ti17.i ( P a r t  I, loc. I, sections V I ,  XVIII ) ,  so t h a t  Marxsen is 
not. telling the  Lutheran Church anything new. The  weaknesses and 
dangers inherent in Marxsen's book a r e  effectively pointed out .  

In the last  lecttrre of h i s  critique, Ler-le shows how modern Gernian 
theology is in contradiction with t rue  Biblical Christianity. Lerle dis- 
cusses the t rue  nleaning of "t,heology," defined by h im a s  "Die Wissenschaft 
vonl C;-la~~beti." The  perspective frorn which the  post-13ulti~1a.iinial1s operate 
and the n~et.hodology they employ prevent t he  forlnntion, se t t ing  forth, 
a.nd incnlcation of t rue Biblical theology. At the  hear t  of the  probleln of 
1)osL-TVorld War. I1 theology i s  the enlgloynient of the historical-critical 
nietliod, a. method which does not yerinit a n  interpreter  to take  a stance 
f r o m  within the  Rihle but operates f1~0111 without. 

Those of  our readership tha t  read Gernian will find th is  brief nlono- 
s r a l ~ h  useful and  helpful in jts analysis of t he  d(?tr in~ental  effects which 
motlei.liistic t.heology has had and js having for  t rue  Christians arid believ- 
ill: c o n g ~ . c ~ a l  i o ~ i s  that  want  to be t.ruly I2iblical. 

Rny?i~oilcl! .I.'. i\'zc?.l) I !  ?.!I 
- -. . . . - - - . . . - - - 

I,iNI)ERSTilN'L)Ih'C; THE KINGDOM O F  GOD. By Georgia Harkness.  Nash- 
v i l l e :  Abingdoli Press, 1 9 1 4 .  173 pages. Cloth. $6.50. 

Georgia Ilarkliess has been a 1)ioneer anlong wolrien :is theological 
authors i n  Alnerica in the present century. The  apron l is ts  ten books 
~)ul)lished by  -4bingdon Press alone, not including her major  s tudy on 
Calvin and other  books. H e r  teaching positions have included the Pacific 
School of Religion, Garret t  Theological Seminary, Internat ional  Christian 
U ~ i i v e r s i t , ~  at: Mitaka, Japan,  Union Theological Seminary in Manila. 
%Iount Holyoke College, and Elni ira  College. 

I t  is a n  interesting sign of the tinles t ha t  the au thor  should call 
herself a n  "evangelical liberal" and  tha t  she  should publish a book on the 
kingdom of God. I n  a day when the evangelical movernent i s  following on 
the lieels of the  ecumenical wi th  Lausanne 1974 (recalling Lausanne 
1927) and there are signs that the  World Council of Churches would like 
to include the  evangelical niovement, Georgia Harkness renders  yeolnan 
service by showing. how evangelism can be maintained in t h e  l ight  of all 
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r,he itctiolls 01 modern Biblical s c h o l a r s h i p !  To t h i s  r e v i e \ ~ e r  i t  is 
a n  u n n c c e g t a . b l  e f l t te l l lPt-  

i h c  lil.st cha.yter {.he a u t l l 0 ~  assesses tho d i le rn ln t t  in  which we 
find In the  second she surveys the movement o f  thought con- 
cel.ni,lg this I.~lat.ter- i n  this century. In  chapter 3 t h e  author o f f e r s  her own 
u l l d e r s t . a n d i ~ ~ g .  This is followed by what Jesus believed about  the k i n g d o m ,  

a. d j s c u s s i o l l  of t l l e  intertestarllelltal p e r i o d ,  and "The Kingdom in the 
p a l . a l ~ l e s . "  The l;-zst ~ W O  c :ha l~ tc r . s  t u rn  to  "the message and the s e r v i c e  

of the  churches ill t h e  present world." 
T I  is devout ly  t o  be h o p e d  tha t  the e n l i g h t e i ~ m e n t  of the "enliglltened" 

w i l l  1 ) rosper .  and that those "now far  f r o m  the kingdom" may find the 
~.etle\\:al t hev  are seeking. 

Otto .F. G t c ~ h Z k e  
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