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Book Reviews

I. Bisricar STuDIES

THE CAMBRIDGE ANCIENT HISTORY: PROLEGOMENA AND PRE-
HISTORY. Edited by I. E. S, Edwards. C. J. Gadd. and N. G. L.
Hammond Volnme I Part 1. (Cambridge: At the University Press,

1670, 738 pages. (Cloth. $19.50.

If history is rightly an account of what has happened or the record
of man's experiences, then the editorial committee has carefully selected
a titie to expiain the contents of this volume. As a source of historical
evidence, it provides exciting reading; however, as a record of man's
experiences, one needs to he aware that experiences can be recorded and
decoded from vurious sources. The familiar source of writing is just one
form: thix presentation reiies on geological, archeological, and anthropo-
logical interpretations of the accummulated evidence the earth has
preservid beneath 1ts surface.

Volumes I & IT will replace the 1824-39 editions of the same number
as a result of the additions 1o knowledge accummulated since that time.
After a comparative study of these volumes, this reviewer considers the
revision necessary and vital. The studies of archaeclogy have uncovered
significant evidence of man's past. Most of it, no doubt. has been
recorded in the numerous texts that line many scholar’s shelves today.
However. to date 1 have found it challenging to sift the "spade work”
from the “conciusions.” In this volume, noted geologists. archaeologist.
and anthropologists have analyzed and collated the amassed evidence
into a structured whole, which provides a useful prelude to the history of
manking {rom valuable forms of ancient records.,

Volume T comprises ehapters on man and his physical environment
from the remotest geological ages down to the end of the Predynastic
Pericd in Egypt and the paratlel stages of development in Mesopotamia,
Persia. Anatolin. Palestine. Cypress, Greece, and the Islands. As s
customary for the Cunbridue Ancient History, extensive evidence is cited
to substantiate the argumentation. Often this evidence overwhelms the
reader but a critical study of any specific item immediately makes one
aware that the only useful approach to this text depends on the individual
and his reasons for utilizing this source. The study. as it relates to the
historical question. is definitive.

The reviewer considers this volume a useful compendium to his
present collection of ancient history and archaeclogical texts. Since the
price is comparable to the collected research, the average “scholar” should
be able and is recommended to utilize library copies, which will without

a doubt update their present series.
William F. Meyer

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY IN CRISIS. By Brevard S. Childs. Westminster
Press, Philadelphia, 1970. 255 pages. Cloth. $8.00.

The author of this velume is professor of Old Testament at Yale
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University and a member of the department of Religious Studies as well
as of Near Eastern Language and Literature. The initial purpose of
Professor Childs is to describe the development of the moveinont known
as “Biblical theology,” claiming that this moevement emesreed as o dise
tinctive feature on the American theological scene since the end of Waorld
War II. The Yale professor peints out how after 1945 a puvticular way of
treating RBiblical studies emerged which used Biblical eriticism togoether
with a confessional theology. In the first two chapters the author has ziven
an excellent overview of the beginnings and developmen: ol the “hiblicai
theclogy movement” together with a discussion of the views of all svhiolars
who contributed to this unique phase in twentieth contury Amevican
theological history.

In chapter 3 Professor Childs demonstrates the preblemis of this
movement that remained and were never solved. In the dth c¢hapier he
shows how this new approach to theclogy broke down because of social
issues that developed in the sixties with which he helleves the “hiblical
theology movement” could not cope.

In chapter 5 Childs discusses the need for a new biblical theology
and proposes suggestions for what he believes should be the new shape
for this theological movement. One of the major hermencutical principles
that he introduces is described by him with the phrase “within the context
of the canon.” It is interesting, he stmply claims that in the past history
of the church it was employved. This is a principle that modern thenlogy
has ignored. In the opinion of a scholar like E. G. Wright its use would
lead to “Christomonism.” However, Childs warns that the Bible az used
by Christian churches is not to be regarded as a depository of past evenis
and sayings of God but as the channel of life for the church and as a
medium through which God instructs his people. Toward the end of
chapter 6 Childs claims that the crisis in which biblical theolosy finds
itself today was occasioned by the failure of theologians to be clear on
what was the primary concern of biblical theology, and instead scholars
have spent much time in a discussion and evaluation of philological,
literary and historical problems.

In Part 111 Childs gives expositions of Psalm 8, Exodus 2:11-12. and
Proverbs 8 within the rontext of the canon principle. Throughout the pro-
sentation of these three Old Testament passages hints are given on hermie-
neutieal methodology. A method that has been used both by conservative
and critical scholars. usually referred to as “the proof text method.” ac-
cording to which all passages on a given topic are gathered together. cowm-
pared and then a doctrine. teaching or conclusion formulated iz rejected by
Childs as a wrong form of hermeneutics. By opposing this method Childs
is rejecting one of the basie rules of Biblical interpretation that a text is
normally to be understood in its literal sense and that a passage has one

intended meaning.
& Raymond F'. Narlury

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THEOLOGY. By G. Ernst Wright. Harper
& Row, Publishers New York, 1965. 190 pages. Cloth. 36.00.

This is another volume by one of Ammerica’s outstanding Old Testanient
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scholars. The seven chapters that comprise this book were originally
delivered as the Sprunt Lectures at Union Theological Seminary, Rich-
mond, Virginia during the first week of March, 1966 and appear here in
an expanded form. For about thirty years Dr. Wright has been one of
the leaders in setting the tone in Old Testament studies, beginning with
his The Challenye of Israel’s Faith and continued by him between 1949-
1950 in God Wiho Acts: Biblical Theology as Recital, which advocated the
idea that revelation in Biblical times had occurred primarily through
mighty acts and that the Scripture must be understood in terms of revela-
tory acts of (iod and human response to them by God’s people.

Dr. Wright believes that the last three decades have heen exciting
ones for Bibiical studies. In the introduction he states “The purpose of
this volunme is the attempt to say what consequences follow for theology
when one tukes the Old Testament seriously: not seriously as historical
dorument of importance only as hackground for later movements, but
vitaily as canonical and of serious moment for present faith and life”
Dr. Wright wishes parts of this book te be a continuation and support
of the views ot forth in The God Who Acts. The Harvard professor takes
up some topics in the Sprunt Lectures in which he discusses and takes
issues with positions that are being advocated by “younger” theologians.

In the opening chapter Wright attacks those who are promoting what
he calls “Christomonism,” an approach to the Old Testament of which
Johann Sebastian Bach was supposedly guilty. There is a new tendency
among some Bihlical scholars to employ this old methodology of finding
Christ in the Old Testament, This Wright believes does an injustice to the
doctrine of the fatherhood of Yahweh in the 0ld Testament. This reviewer
seems to sense in this chapter Wright's Calvinistic training with its
Presbyrerian emphasis on the sovereignty of God. In a number of places
in these lectures Wright tries to show how John Calvin was in agreement
with stances enunciated in this book. Luther and Lutheran authors
usuaily are berated for their views. The Lutheran distinction between
Law and Gospel is one that the author cannot appreciate. Both Luther
and Bultmann are criticized for their views pertaining to Christ. ¥or the
sake of the record, it should be noted that there is a world of difference
between these two “Lutherans!”

In chapter 2 Wright has continued his battle with James Barr who
has been extremely critical of Wright's revelation by mighty acts of God
in opposition to revelation in propositional form. Despite all the defending
that Wright does of his original position, Barr has shown definite weak-
nesses in the view that would limit divine revelation to five divine acts
that terminate at David’s time.

In chapter 3 "God the Creator” is discussed. According to the Harvard
professor the doetrine of creation is not a matter of divine revelation by
Yahweh Himself but is the result of inferences that the Israelites drew
from the way God had redeemed his people. Thus he wrote: “Creation,
then, ts not simply the making of the world; it is what identifies history’s
Lord and releases into time that judging and redeeming power which is to
be observed again and again in human history by eyes trained to see and
interpret by faith” (p. 95). If the work of the Creator is observable, then
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it is claimed evidence of the Creator’s activity should be in evidence today.
For Wright the “process theologians” are making valuable contributions
to finding the creative in history. The philosopher Whitehead. H. XN.
Wieman and B. E. Meland are helpful in the search for God the (reator.

In chapter 6 “Language. Symbol and Faith™ the author endeavors to
deal with the understanding of Biblical language. The drift of this chapter
is indicated by his opening paragraph: “Israel and the carly Christians
surely were able to believe in the fact of the cosmic government with a
greater degree of literalness than is possible for us-—or indeed for nlmost
any intellectual in the western world since Biblical tities (p 1511, This
chapter attempts to deal with the nature of religious language. He seenis
to favor Tillich’s attempts at Biblical interpretation.

The last chapter discusses “the canon as a theological problem. In
the opening paragraphs he wishes to be certain that no reader wiii under-
stand the discussion of the previous six chapters as supporting bibliolatry.
On that score the author need not worry because his positions are far
removed from Calvin’s and Luther's view of the nature of Holy Scriprure.
He does not believe that the church throughout history has aiwayvs recog-
nized the same Biblical books as “ecanonical” but, that chureheg have
chosen those books which suited their purposes at a given period of church
history. “The fixing of the canon seems to have heen aimost an artificial
cutting off of something alive, evolving, moving, like an organism.” p.
169). For Wright the canon is a problem. He does noi believe that the
traditional canon is the sum and total of religious authority. The corre-
spondence theory of truth is unacceptable and thus Biblical images cannot
be compared with outside reality. Many positions and statements in this
hook will be unacceptable to evangelical students of the Old Testament.

Rugyrrd FoNuvborg

PSALMS: THE PRAYER BOOK OF THE BIBLE. DBy Dicirich Bonhoefrer.
Translated by James H. Burtness. Augsburg Publishing House,
Minneapolis, 1870, 86 pages. Cloth. $2.75.

Bonhoeffer's observations on the Psalms flow from his interpretation
of prayer-—— Prayer does not mean simpiy to pour out ones heart. It
means rather to find the way to God and to speak with him. whether the
heart is full or empty. No man can do that by himself. For that he needs
Jesus Christ.”” Even though he indicated a number of times the Psalms
are derived from a historical setting and have a specific literary sig-
nificance, for Dietrich they have no meaning unless they are praved
“together with Jesus Christ, in which he accompanies us, and through
which he brings us into the presence of God.” The I'salms only huve
meaning in that they reveal Christ as the way to God. Without Christ the
Psalms are only men’s words; but with Christ as the ceuntral meaning of
the Psalms, the Psalms are God's Word through which we find our way
to God.

Such an interpretation is truly meaningtful for the Christian and that
seems to be Dietrich's intention. However, it in no way takes into account
the prayer life of the individuals who wrote them. To interpret a Psalm
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withour incluading the situational context that gave life to it originally.
failz to take into account the emotional context of the life of Christ who
praved the Psaims.

Surposed. v, this bhrief monograph should be classified as devotional.
The reviewer wixhes 1o suggest that it might serve well as a devotional
stimnlus for reading the Psalms or for anvone who wishes to round out
hiz collection «f Dietrich’'s writings., The hiographical sketeh in the

¥

appendix iz by far more informative of Dietrieh’s concernsg in life than

Dietrich’s vxposizion of the Psalms is of his understanding of the Psalms.

Willinnne F. Meyer

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMEXNT PROPHETS. By
Hoburt E. Freeman., Moedy Press. Chicago. 1968, 354 pages. Cloth.

695,

nv monographs and books have been published in recent
vears denling with the prophetical writings of the O!ld Testament, yver the
autnor believes that this velume will fill 2 need to furnish an up-to-date
conservative introduiiction o the subject of prophetism and supply back-
ground v*mn-riai for the better understanding of the Old Testament
prophetical literature. In the preface of the volume Dr. Freeman stated
that an adequate text “would need to deal sufficiently with the historical
backgreund of euch prophecy, the general nature of each book. an analvsis
of the prophets meszage. a consideration of the prophet himself. a precise
treatiment of the gquestions of date and authorship, and the major critical
problems of each hook.”

A second objective in publishing this book was to give a “restatement
of the biblieal view of prophecy (or prophetism) in an era characterized
by thedlegical extremes, new orthodoxies and the unbiblical presupposi-
tions of negative eriticism.

The reviewer believes that Dr. Freeman has gathered material relative
to prophetism that is usually found scattered in many different books. In
Part T «pp 11-134) he has discussed such topics as the following: the
origin and development of Old Testament prophecy. the function of a
prophet in Old Testament times, the propheric consciousness, the relation
of prophecy to revelation and inspiration. true and false prophets. the
language of prophecy. Messianic prophecy, the cessation of Old Testament
prophicey and the resumption of prophecy in the New Testament. Freeman's
views on Messianic prophiecy are influenced by millennialism which he
has espoused as 2 Biblical teaching. For many Lutherans and Christians
of other Protestant denoninations the espousal of millenniatism is a dis-
tinct weakness in the book. which is reflected in the interpretation of a
number of the 0ld Testament prophetic hooks. In at least 18 different
places the reader will find a millennialistic interpretation entering the
picture.

Part 11 tpp. 135-355) treats of the sixteen prophetical writings of the
0ld Testament in terms of questions and problems that are usually
discussed in the discipline of special Biblical introduction. The footnotes
and the bibliography will show that Dr. Freeman is acquainted with
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critical views as advocated by scholars as Heschel, Gottwald, Driver,
Lindblohm, Qesterley and Robinson, Pedersen, R. Pfeitfer, 11 W. Robinson,
Rowley, Scott, C. C. Torrey, de Vaux. Hyatt, Mowinckel. and others.

With the New Testament Freeman espouses the unity af Isaiah and
rejects the usual critical approach of assuming that all prophetical books
are composite in nature. The author has no sympathy with the presup-
positions of form criticism and its erroneous conclusions. The DBooks of
Jonah and Daniel are regarded and treated as true propherical books and
not as containing tyvpes of literary genre which would allow their his-
toricity from being guestioned and rejected.

The prophetical wrtings are presented in the following clironological
order: Obhadiah. Joel, Jonah. Hosea, Amos, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum. Zepha-
niah, Jeremiah. Habakkuk. Daniel. Ezekiel, Hagzai, Zechariah, Maiachi

For those pastors and students of the Old Testament prophecy who
desire a presentation that is faithful to the Scripture’s statenients about
its inspiration and miracles and which aceepts the New Testament inter-
pretation of 0ld Testament prophecies and operates with the hermeneutical
principle of the unity of the Bible, because ultimately the Holy Spirit is
the author of the sixtyv-six hooks of the Piblical canon. thiz book should
prove helpful and instructive.

Boyiiand o Nariiery

JERUSALEM: A STUDY IN URBAN GEOGRAPHY. By I. W. J. Hopkins,
Baker Book House. Grand Rapids, 1970. 160 pages. Paper. $2.95,

This is the ninth volume in the Buker Studies iy Riblical Arolageaisiny.
a series that purports to describe the findings of archaeology in a form
which is intelligible to the non-gpecialist as well as the scholar.

Jerusalem, the holy city for three great religions ot the worid, is a
city of which millions have a superficial knowledge. Riblical scholars as
well as archaeologists have been interested in the history of the city, irs
geography and its holy sites. An earlier volume in the Bier Neudies in
Biblical Archuenlogy was entitied: Jerusalem Throwal the yes, suthored
by Charles F. Pfeiffer and attemipted to set forth the significant e¢vents of
the history of Jerusalem over a few thousand vears. It presented a survey
of the city's secular hisiory, including archaeological finds and their
significance. In the preface Mr. Ian Hopkins, who serves the University of
Durham as specialist in the Near East, stated the purpose of his study
to be the following: “In rhis study an attempt is made to examine the
city from a different angle—that of the geographer. The city iy “tuken
apart” and examined from different angles, in the sanie wav that ather
cities have been studied in the past few decades.”

The presentation of Hopkins follows the usual pattern that has been
developed by urban geographers, i.e. site, function, and morphology. Data
in the book are partially based on field work in Jerusalem that was
engaged in during 1963 and 1963 and was made possible by nieans supplied
by Central Research Fungd of London University (1965} and by the Centre
for Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, University of Durham (1488).

Chapter I describes the city in its regional setting. Chapter II dis-
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cusses the site of Jerusalen. giving relief and climate of the city. Chapter
‘he water supply available for Jerusaleni. Chapter IV depicts
H 5(‘1“\}5”7&-12‘. Chapter V, entitied “The Holy City” treats the

1

111 sets fortd

the evohveny o Saelll

nature and infinence of the pilgrim and tourist trade. Chapter VI concerns

itself with the ditfienlr ask of analyzing the urban community in order

to estimate Jerusalem’s size and population. Chapters VII and VIII treat

of 1he internal divisions of Jerusalem with a special morphological study
Jerusalem. conxidering its streets, suburbs, public buildings and the

varieus locations of 12 commercial and social life.

Numerous 1l . c¢harts, and diagrams help to make the book a val-
weble geogranhic cuide to Jerusalem. People who plan to live sometime in
the Holy City will find this an extremely useful volume. Students of the
Holy Lund will cciate the informations and insights that its pages
pr(s\"dv, The veoume cotcludes with an excellent bihliography which those

89

wilt tfind valuabl- who wish to pursue areas discussed further in depth.

Roymond F.oSurbary

ALL THF ANIVALS OF THE BIBLE LANDS. By . 8, Cansdaie. Zonder-
ning Hoovse, Graud Rapids, 1970, 272 pages. Cloth. 8885

van ubil

wha iz interested in the tauna of the Bible this book will be
by the professional Bible student as well as the layman
¢ 1o Christian and a well travelied zoologist, the book
ical background and then introduces the reader to

M=t

Written

proe<en’s the gepgtaph
the aninuas of the Dible. Two appendices. a bibliography. and various
uabie. One may not agree wirh all of the writer's conclu-
nprehonsive reatment will nonetheless prove helpiui and

indexes ure

STons, The o

iihwminating.

John F. Julinson

SHALOM: THE BIBLICAL CONCEPT OF PEACE. By Douglas J. Harris.
Daeker Dook Heouse, Grand Rapids, 10700 79 pages. Paper. 5105

Thix study of an important biblical concept was the outgrowth of
raduate study at The University of Edinburgh. where Dr. Harris, now
brofessnr of Relizion at William Jewell College. Liberry, Missouri. was
g poxt dovtoral study, Begun in Scotland the study of shelom and
f seowas completed in the United States. Shaloss is usually rendered
in Kneglish hx the word "peace” The wealth of meaning in shualnm is not
r-"»n!szw by the average Riblical reader. (erhard von Rad has labeiled
the word an iridescent concept” (German schillerndes). Shalom occurs
More than 355 times in the Old Testament. The root meaning of this
?\(’!‘d means "ty he whole, be sound, safe.” ~Totality” is the fundamental
wde hehind s/l . The 01 Testament depicts God us the source and
sz’o%md ol slerlnie. Anyvithing that makes for wholeness contributes to
shalont. In chapter 1 the author ably shows the many-sidedness of shalon.

' I(h;xpm‘ 2 deals with the passages that teach that Yahweh is the giver
(¢34 ¢ Ty
3 Nkl In c¢hapter 3 the eschatological outredch of shulom is sel
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forth. and the fulfillment of the eschatological
cussion of ‘“peace” in New Testament. Shaloz
word eirexrs in the which in turn is

Testament writers to detine the ideas associated w
shalon.

Chapters 4-7 show how i
and vaneca[ed meaning

ard vacarious dvath UpGn Uait

tion go hand in hand. The hapter comes o wrips
paradoxes of the Christian that the Christian,
Biblical peace. will find himself {n tension with 1he
This study should give the reader insights thar hbe has nol realized
heretofore as weing connected with Shaolise and i ne In the PI50

THE NEW TESTAMENT IMAQGE OF THE MINISTRY. By W T rirkKiser
Baker Book House. {rrand Rapids, 197 148 pe Paperback, 3140

This book is one in a series of twelve of "Notuble Books Un Drewciid
As such it does not
preaching. hut rather atiemnis to portray
within a modern sociely. The author reflects on the ima;
from two perspectives: the changing image of the pre
modern societal structure and an outline of the ij;::z;'
preacher as student. preacher, pastor. and overseer,

The author's thesis ¢an be eapsuled in a quote: ~The

physician or the lawyer or the teacher or the research chenis:

and ciear. The image ¢! 2 Prozestant pastor between Mouday snd Seturday
is fuzzy and confused. Instead of being o voice cryving in (he wilderness,
the Protestant ministry has demonstrated itself to¢ he o \‘»"%;3>;»'>:' lowl
the wind. " Coupled with is thesis is a host of polgnan gusialions

have appeared in print ’:Z‘a the past decade supporting this assos=sment I
this book has any value 7or the minister of today, it provides Ling with a
clear evaluation of his present status in the social siruciare

In contrast, any preacher who has completed 2 theological training
would find the outline of the Biblical image repetitive; unless. of course.
he needs to review his own image in light of the Biblical messuge.

DIE ERFULLUNGSZITATE DES MATTHEUS-EVANGELIUAMS., Von
Wilheln: Rothfuchs., W, Kohlhammer Verlag, Suuttgart. I,ZF,:' in. Koln.
Mainz. 242 pages. Paper. 35 mark.

This volume appear a= Heft 8 of Britrage sur Wisscrschad ruu liea
und Neuen Testaniens, Funfre Folge, edited by Karl Heinrich Rengsdorf
and Leanard Rost. [1 represents the doctoral disseriation of Rothfuehs
which was accepted by the evangelical-theological faculity of the Wesifalian
Wilhelms-Universitat ar Munster toward the end of 1965,



Book Revicw's 63

In this biblical-exegetical study Dr. Rothfuchs, a pastor in the
Lutheran Free Church in Germany, essayed to deal with the so called
“mquotation formula.” tie “That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the prophet.”y which 1s found at least twelve times in St. Matthew. The
author presents thix study as a form and tradition eritical examination of
Matthew's “Rricilungszitate,”  He has chosen the following passages
as containing this distinetive formula; 1:23; 2:6, 15, 18, 23; 4:14; §$:17;
12:7: 13:3353; 21:5: 26:56:; 27:% The author calls attention to the fact
that & number of scholars in the past have dealt with these “Reflexionsci-
tate” ireflection citations) and have recognized them as a distinetive
characteristic of the Matthean Gospel. Up until 1965 scholars were inter-
ested in the fultiliment formula mainly from the viewpoint of its text, but
the important exevetica, problems imbedded in the formula had thus far
been ignored, o sttuation which prommpted Rothfuchs to endeavor to
remedy this lack in rhe Matthean literature by his study. Adequately to
grasp the meaning and use of the “quotation forrmula™ it is necessary to
investigate the fundction of the quotation in the Gospel, also to ascertain
the use of the Oid Testamment in the 12 occurrences and show how they
are luserted within the context of the text and to note their distribution
throughout the Gospell

According to . Rothfuehs the guestion of the tradition and form
critical origin of the "quoration formula™ is a very complex one. In recent
years 4 auwinher diverse proposals relative to the form of the JMatthean
Gospel have been advanced. The concepts of ~“polemical,” “apologetical,”
“didactical.” and “liturgical,” are terms that have ajl been used to descrihe
the distinciive form of the Gospel.

The text of the rfulfiiiment formula shows evidences of LXX influence,
hut at the same tinie it has many distinetive features of its own. which
are best explained g peculiar Greek texts of the 0id Testament guotations
cired. The autber {urther contends that the fulfiliment fornmulas were
available to the evanpgelist in an oral tradition and form. He disagrees
with Stendahl that the materials used by the First Evangelist must have
bren peshesy reommentaries as found at Qumran) that dealth with the
prophetical writings. Strecker has proposed the idea that the author of
Matthew's fiospel hod at his disposal a volume similar to the “Testimonies”
found a: Qumran.

The author belivves that in order to ascertain the source and the
nature of the Old Testament fulfillment prophecies, it is necessary to
determine the Ni': fi L+ Ven of the Early Christian Church, to ascertain
the activity of Early Christianity which Jed it to use the type of text the
author of Matthew incorporated. It is the constant assumption of Rothfuchs
that both rthe First Gospel writer and the author of the Fourth Gospel
relied upon traditions that were current in the chureh of their time.

Just as Rothfuchs has evaluated the presuppositions of Stendahl,
Kitpatrick, Strecher und other New Testament scholars, so the assumptions
and presuppositions of fornt and tradition eriticism employved by him must
be examined Conservative European and American Biblical scholarship
has accepted the rraditions of the Early Church that both the First and
Fourth Gospels were penned by the Apostles Matthew and John respec-
tivelvy ror which there seems to be valid evideuce in the two Gospels
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themselves. It would be strange if Jesus Christ. whe promised His
apostles the gift of the Holy Spirit. who would recall everyihineg to their
memories, would not have employved not even one of the Tweive 1o pen
a Gospel under divine inspiration and guidance.

If Matthew and John were the authors of their respect Gaspels,
there would have been no necessity for them to consuit auy rra
fact, they were a part of any tradition that might develop in Apostolic
times. Matthew certainly would have had opportunity o consuit with
Mary who could have related to him the events and sayings given by him
in his two opening chapters. that deal with events that occurred prior to
the beginning of Christ’s Galilean ministry. Jesus aiso could have heen
the source for Matthew's information. The use of the fulfiilmens formuia
would seem to indicate the purpese for Matthew’s “Good News"" The use
of the fulfillment formula was useful as gn educational deviee ro impress
the truth that in the life and ministry of Jesus many dessianie prophecies
were fulfilled. The fact that the Messiah was to come was no probiem for
the Jews in the pre-Christian. and the post-Christian centurics as the
Qumran literature. the Gospels and the Talmudical writings clearliy show,
The important question for the Jews of the first Christian century was:

dirion. In

were the Messianic Prophecies fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth. Joseph's
son? To show that by means of prophecy and fulfiihnent that Jesus was
the Christ was the major objective of the First Gospel.

Both Matthew and John. as called disciples of Jesus, could write most
of the chapters in their Gospels from personal experiences. Thix position
would also make unnecessary ihe Two Documentary Hypothesis, with
its priority of Mark. whose presentation and framework are atleged tao have
served as the basis for Matthew and Luke. If Matthew wax an cyvewitness
of what happened. whyv should he consult Mark., who probably obtained
his information from Perer”

In this dissertation Dr. Rothfuchs has correctly set forth the teachings
embedded in the various guotation formulas. In generai. e hax defended
positions and given conclusions that are in harmony with hiis conservative
theological approach to Biblical studies. Those who ho'ld to the reliabilisy
and inerrancy of the Scriptures are glad that he rejected the view of
Strecher that these fulfillment quotations indicate a historizing teudencey
on the part of the Evangelist. In many respects Rothruch's dissertation
is a valuable adjunct to the exegetical literature dealing with the Mattheun
Gospel. We are in entire agreement with his concliuding paragraph in
which he claims that the fulfillmient quotations direct the Christian com-
munity again and again to the presence ol Jesus, the Messiah, i Israel,
His people and thereby to His people. However, Israel, i= directed by nmeans
of the prophecy and fulfillment citations to the presence of the exaited One
in the Christian Churech, in which the promised Messianic salvation plan
is living, active and confessed.

Since a conservative Lutheran scholar here made use of the form and
tradition criticism as a hermeneutical methodology, the question is raised
whether or not this approach can he employved generally in the interpreta-
tion of the Four Gospels. In this dissertation this method has seen only
a limited use. No theologian would quarrel with the idea that each Gospel
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represents a unique literary genre. The New Testament contains different
literary genres. Thus we find letters, treatises, an apocalypse, a volume
on apostolic church history. No doubt the Four Gospels represent a
gpecial tyvpe of Titerature. Kach was written to accomplish a specific
purpose. directed to o particular audience. The “quotation formula”
might be considered a literary form.”

However, form and redaction criticism as currently set forth in
various articles in Lelivion in Geschichte und Gegenwart and in books
that deal with form and redaction criticism written by scholars like
Bultmann, Dibelius, Dornkamm, Conzelmmann., Marxsen and others in the
interpretation of the New Testament cannot be accepted. The application
of these two forms of literary criticism has resulted in making the life
of Christ uncertain and has made uncertain what Jesus actually taught.
Form and redaction eriticism leads to an underimmining of the very founda-
tions of the Christian faith,

Raymond F. Surburg

THE WORLD ON TRIAL. By Richard W. DeHaan. Zondervan Publishing
House, tirand Rapids, 1970, 192 pages. Cloth. $4.00.

This book is actualiy an exegetical study of the book of Ronians. As
such it iz a valuable contribution to bhiblical studies, especially as carried
on by maore conservative theologians. The book represents, however, a
strictly Reformed understanding of Pauline theology. On the positive
side, the bhook is remarkable free from technical terms and original
phrases. Thus it has appeal for the non-theologically trained.

John FoJohnson

THE TESTS OF FAITH. A practical approach to Christian living as
seen in the Letter of James. By J. A. Motyer. Inter-Varsity Press,
London. 1970. 125 pages. Paper. §1.59.

Concern for the needy, the controlled tongue and the life of practical
holiness is the outline on which this book is written. The author is
firmly convinced that the Bible is the Word of God and is the ever-relevant
book. He feels that there is no conflict between the teaching of James
and Paul about justification. ~The disagreement is artificially produced
by wrenching Jantes” words out of their context” (p. 13). He considers
James, the Lord's brother, the author of the Epistle of Janies. And he
comes to the conclusion that the letter is addressed “to the Christian
church in the world, described symbolically and correctly as God’s ‘twelve
tribes” {(p. 11).

There is much food for thought in this little book. Both pastor and
mature ifayman can study it with profit. Though the author has appro-
priated much from others, it is evident that he does scholarly work and
is a theologian in his own right.

There are many passages which arrest the thoughtful reader's atten-
lion, For example;
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This actual potency of the tongue to be the instrument oI Safan
by no means confined te outbursts of foul lancuzg. . inpre e
or guestionabie frivolities. There was a day :n hi-
Peter took the Lord Jesus Christ to one side o cive o i hest
advice he knew. bur Jesus replied "Get hehind m. Sz:izn’ 0 The

greatest and meost loving exercise of human wisdon: can b kKindled
1

out of the pit of hell
such pressure upon us to contrel the tongue (p. 493,
To sav "Thy will be done’ does mnot impose a Tesiriction oi alind we

ask: it lifts the resiriciions. And it is relevan? 1o sav

¥
o

It iz nmo wonder. then, thar Joto = eaereises

more important in the case of a sick person than in ainoss
case {p. 1151

But the Lutheran reader onght be forewarned of the Culvir
little book. This sentence iz a ¢lear indication of the (Cal

of the Perseverance of the Saints: ~Let us first be corvtain of ore thing
It is a clear truth of Scripture that we cannot be =aved today und [ost
tomorrow™ ip. 124y (Concerning baptism Motyer writez: “John's baptiszm
was for penitents, and ir signified remission of sins™ ip. 4537, The tinal
verse of James reads: “"Whoever brings back a sinner from ths errer of
his way will save his soul from death and will cover a muititude of sins.”
Motyer comments thus:

How then can we perform these great tasks in relation to cach other?
The answer is that we cannot, but we must act as if we couid .
Though we cannot cover thelr sins we must follow the exaniple of the
Son of God who can do so.

This sounds strange to the Lutheran Christian who knows the zreat respon-
sibility which the Lord gives us in the Office of the Kevs.

Flerrnid Duls

II. Tuarorocicar —HISTORICAL STUDIES

THE MYTH OF CHRISTIAN BEGINNINGS. By Robert L. Wilken.
Doubleday. Garden City, N.Y., 1971. 218 pages. Cloth. £3.635.

I have always suspected that historians, despite all the self-claims
to objectivity were really at heart dogmaticians or philozephers. Jissouri
Synod clergyman Robert Wilken only proves this assumption. Reviewing
a book by a classmate (S:. Louis, '60) is both an embarrassment, since
the author’s facial image pops out on every page, and an honor, since
Dr. Wilken is of some ecclesiastical reputation. As the fly leaf of the
book mentions, he was the first Protestant t¢ teach theology at a Cartholic
university. (How about Luther?) The Muyth of Christian Beyinnings is
not a history book in the ordinary sense of the term, but rather a
philosophy of history. There is no original research into any era. but
several eras are explored in the development of the author’'s thesis that
history itself is fluid and that any age, including the apostolic age, cannot
be made the standard for the present or the future. Various historians,
including Luke, Eusebius. Flacius, and Arnold, are held as examples of
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looking a«t histary and judging it from their own perspectives. Totally
unacceptahie o 1o wuthor is what he calls the Eusebian concept of history,
any view that sces the Christian past as a monolithic whole that remains
\'ix:tuaily untampered since the apostelic period. Every movement in
the church. the Arvians. the Reformation., the Papacy, the Anabaptists,
erc. has artempted fo 1dentify itselt historically as the proper continuation
of the priztine apostolic period. The author's point here is well taken
and informative, oespecially for the Lutherans. I was reminded of the
Lutheran Confessicns, especlally the Augsburg Confession and the Apology,
the Catalogue of Testimnonles attached to the Book of Concord, Chemnitz’s
The Tivo Neatwes of Christ and Heinrich Schmid’s Doctrinal Theolagy. All
of these writings are quite explicit in linking the Lutheran position with
the past. Augsburg Confession VI quotes Ambrose as a supporter of the
doctrine of justification by faith as if he were a fifth century Lutheran.
Dr. Wilketn's purposes are little more complicated than merely pointing
out human subjectivity §in evaluating the past. He totally denies even
the possibifity of making one era of the church’s past as normative for
any present evaiuation of the past. Nothing {rom the past is normative
for the fuature.  Ar this point Dr. Wilken moves from the role of an
historian into that of exegete. In both roles, he is a theologian or a
philosopher or both with definite guiding principles that the “truth” is
determined by the present or the future, and that it should not be under-
stood as an absolute unchanging standard. There was a Jesus but the
early Christian experiences of Him were different. These initial differences
and the development of these differences in roughly the first century of
Christendom are reflected in the New Testament. QOn this point, the author
is dependent on current New Testament opinions that the church rather
than Jesus is responsible for what we know as Christian doctrine—and this
doctrine as recorded in the N.T. may be contradictory. A story is written
to illustrate the point. In KEdessa, Christians praved to the Father and
took a more literalistic concept of the resurrection of the dead. In
Alexandria, the Christians prayed to Jesus and thought of resurrection
as new life in Baptism. The author econtends that there is no one standard
whereby we can conclude that one was right or that cone was wrong.
Present variants of interpretations of Jesus can be just as valid as the
earliest ones availabie te us. What seems clear is that Dr. Wilken is
himselt influenced by the “theology of hope” or process theology in his
own evaluation of history whereby the future virtually supercedes the
past and present. Consider this, “What someone or something will be
can never he divorced from what it cas. but the future constantly offers
new promise and possibilities that are frequently inexplicable on the basis
of what was in the past or is in the present.” Weorking with the principle
that change is central there can be “unfinished and unformed experiences,”
even “imperfections,” but not deviations. No one can be branded a
teacher of false doctrine, since there is no one unchangeable standard.
Thus it is no surprise that a near state of neutrality is reached in dis-
cussing the fourth century controversy between Arius and Athanasius.
Arius is set forth as being just as biblical as Athanasius, if not more so.
The Trinitarian chamipion is also branded as an unserupulous politician.
(Perhaps in this evaluation, Dr. Wilken is looking at history through his
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own eyes of the present and perhaps the future wiil render oo different
verdict.)

Yearlessly, Wilken applies his theory to the BDible ireelt. 11 he has
put forth a universal principle, then the Scriptures shouid not be exempt
from it. He identifies at least three strata in the New Testwment.  The
first interpreted the life of Jesus; the second assigned to him titles (Son of
God, for example); and the third asserted His pre-oxtstence, ete. No
judgment is made about the comparative value of one over aeuainst the
other, since the future holds the church's final destiny. Logicaily the
author allows for a present gdiversity in Christendom. ax euitare has
influenced beliefs in different times and places. He seemingiy opts Yor a
unified principle neverthieless, which might be considered the bare min-
imum: “God is one, Jesus is his instrument among men. we shonid be
faithful to Jesus.” (Soniehow this is reminiscent or Adeli von ilfarnack)
Beyond this all kinds of diversity are allowed.

However, it is right here that Wilken falls into o trap ol hix own
making. If the future will change our attitudes. ete. then 1 must face
the possibility that the future will tell me that there iz no God. Jesus
never existed. and I {ind no reason to be faithful te Him.  Shountd Wilken
insist on all or any of these three tentative propositions or insist upon
others, not stated here, then he is guilty of making his past normative
for the future. But there is no one era of church history that is normative
for the present or the future. Eiven making the principie of change norma-
tive is itself open to change and thus self-destructive. As Dr. Wilken
says., "No one idea can emibrace all, and what may work for ene group,
one generation, or even tfor whole centuries, will surely give way at a
later time to something new.” Perhaps the idea of God cannot work for
this generation and shouid give way to something new i1, Cox). Fven
Dr. Wilken’s “dogma™ will give way to something new. How any commit-
ment to the Isth Century Lutheran Confessions can be embraced with
such a view is an interesting question not introduced by the author.

The author Iucidly and with literary attractiveness puts forth lhis
views. The reading style is easy and the manuscript is filled with anecdotes
of the homespun type. A few strictures could he made here. Too frequently
quotes taken from standard works fill up whole pagez. On pp. 145f.. John
Hall Eiliott, also a classmate, is quoted as an auvthority on —“Early
Catholicism” in the New Testament, whereas Willi Marxsen. under whom
Elliott studied, is reaily responsible for the theme in contemporary N.T.
studies. A short one and a half pages on the “Infallible Bible” leave the
impression that this was a 19th century afterthought.

At the beginning or the review, we hazarded the opinion that c¢hurch
historians are really ravenous dogmatic wolves dressed up as innocent
historical sheep. Dr, Wilken cannot escape this judgment. His approach
fquestions the very possibility of Christian doctrine. let alone that this
doctrine should be taken from the Holy Scripture. Sinece for him truth
is not static but in process, to be found somewhere in the future, if at all,
there can be no one Christian truth preached by Jesus and proclaimed by
the apostles. Even if the New Testament were made normative in a
theoretical sense, it would be somewhat useless since there is in the New
Testament doctrinal growth, development, layers, and differences. Such
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differences are nol minute. e.z., a literal resurrection of the dead vs. a
symbolical resurrection in baptism. This is not only a question of what
the Bible or the church savs. it is a question of whether anything can
be known with certainty., Then the ship of the church not only has
lost her anchor, she hias Jost her compass.

aps

THE EARLY CHRISTIAN FATHERS. Cyril C. Richardson, editor. Mac-
millan, New York. 1670, 415 pages. Paper. $2.95.

This book is a paperback edition of Volume I of the Library of
Christian Ciassics. As such it really stands in no need of a lengthy review.
Anvone who has worked in patristies realizes what a wealth of material
this book presents. [t is heartily recommended to anyone who has an
interest in early Christian literature,

Certain teachers and laviwen will find it helpful if they have had
adequate background.

John F. Johnson

THE SPIRIT OF THE REFORMED TRADITION. By M. Eugene Oster-
haven. Wim. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.. Grand Rapids, Mich., 1971.
190 pages. Paper. $3.45.

It's not fair asking a Lutheran to review a book with clearly declared
Reformed prejudices. $Still it is kind of nostalgic to read a book that
reflects an earlier day when Lutherans were Lutheran and the Reformed
were Reformed. It's kind of refreshing to read something which doesn’t
say that the Lutherun and Reformed both are Secriptural butr reflect
different early church traditions. Or hetter yet, we all believe the same
thing. but don’t realize it

Dr. Osterhaven presents a very readable defense of the Reformed
faith. The Reformed can he scored on many points, but their use of the
Law still smacks ot legalisms, all rejoinders considered. Admittedly, the
Law plays a more prominent role in the catechism of Heidelberg than that
of Luther’s. What is the difference between the Law in the two groups.
The Lutherans are careful to keep the law out of the Christian’s justified
retationship to God. Cf. A. C. VI and F. C. IV and VI. Law is seen as a
help for Christian lite among Reformed. Perhaps even a little more
disturbing is the exegetical proof offered by Osterhaven for the Reformed
position. Such phrases as the “law of Christ” and “a comimand of the
Lord” are all interpreted as the moral Law. The law of Christ is that
God has fulfilied His own law and is no law at all. It is the Gospel. The
uses of the words ‘law’ and ‘commandment’ in Psalm 119 refer to God’s
total revelation, and not just His requirements.

Luther is pictured as the prime Reformer, whose conservatism and
traditionalism stood in his way of becoming totally ‘Reformed.’ Calvin
is of course the perfect synthesis between Luther on one side and Erasmus
and Zwingli on the other side. After all, Luther had little appreciation
for humanism. At Marburg Zwingli was scriptural and Luther obstinate
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in constantly repeating “hoc est corpus meum.” A loyal Lutheran might
take exception to calling the Heidelberg Catechism “rthe Reformation’s
most widespread and best-loved creed.” All in all. a very intormative
study.

s

IN DEFENSE OF MARTIN LUTHER. Essays by John Warwick
Montgomery. Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukec, 18700 175
pages. Cloth. No price given.

Contained here are six essays dealing in a general way with contempo-
rary concerns about Luther. All essays have appeared at least once in
one or another theological journal. Though the essays were written over
a span of years, they do hang together in a unified whole. The essay
comparing Luther’s approach to the Bible with contemporary theology is
very scholarly, while the essay on a trip to Luther places in East Germany
reads with sensitivity. Montgomery continues to displayv @ gift of writing
which is not lacking in variety. As Luther is frequently honored in regard
to his person, but attacked in regard to his work or positions, these essays
are helpful. The Reformer’s pesitions on science, mission work and
alleged anti-Semitism are discussed. XNo price is given. but somerhing
around $2.95 would be a fair estimate for this volume.

s

SIXTEENTH CENTURY ESSAYS AND STUDIES. Carl 8. Mevyer, editor.
Foundation for Reformation Research. St. Lowuis, 1970, 125 pages.
$3.50.

This modest in size volume represents a very auspicious beginning of
research in relatively unknown areas of the sixteentlhh century. In six
essays by scholars (Peachey, Friesen, Manning, Grossmann, Anderson,
and Lindberg) little known facts, details, and developments are treated
which throw new light from various angles on the movement known as
the Protestant Reformation.

The first two essays deal with the Marxist interpretation of the
Reformation. The Marxists center practically their entire attention on
Muntzer and the Anabaptists in the light of dialectical materialsm. How-
ever, the Weber-Troelsch school is almost as onesided in their interpreta-
tion as the Marxists, though their respective premises are different.

Manning’s essay on the spread of the popular Reformation in England
gives a good cross section view of how the Reformation took root among
the common people in England. It is an excellent piece of work in an
area which is the despair of every church historian who has attempted
to unravel the developments in England during the days of Henry VIII,
Edward VI, Elizabeth and Mary.

An interesting and enlightening essay has been prepared by Maria
Grossmann on Wittenberg printing before and during the Reformation.
The article makes one realize the close relationship between printing and
the gpread of ideas during {he sixteenth century.
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The article on Cardinal Gregorio Cortese, an Italian, reveals his
activities in behalf of reform in the Roman Catholic Churceh “in capitate
et in membris.” Cortese as advisor to Pope Paul pushed very strongly
the long awaited Council at Matua. He took the position that the best way
to counteract the spread of Lutheranism is by actual reform.

Perhaps the weakest essay is the last in which Lindberg compares
Luther and Feuerbuach. Trying to force Luther and Feuerbach into the
same mold appears 1o the present reviewer somewhat labored and artificial.
The essavist does, however, suggest further research into the life of
Feuerhach.

May this volutne be foilowed by others of the same caliber of scholar-
ship.

John F. Stach

GEORGE WIHITEFIELD. By Arnold Dallimore. Billings & Sons Ltd.,
Guilford and London. 1970, 590 pages. Cloth. $§7.50.

After finishing the reading of volume 1 of Whitefield's Life by Arnold
Dallimore. pastor of the Baptist Church at Cottam, Ontario, Canada, the
reader cannot help but exclaim, “What a scholarly, intriguing and fas-
cinating work on little remembered Whitefield and his part in the
evangelical revival during the 15th century In England and America.”
The scholarly aspect of this work is evident in the copious reproductions
of pertinent excerpts (sometimes in toto) from the journals, letiers,
diaries, and contemporary accounts of Whitefield, Wesley, and others
associated with Whitetield.

The story begins with Whitefield's ancestry, birth (1714), boyhood,
education., and conditions in England. It ends with Whitefield's second
return from America, 1741,

The author explores a number of commonly held views even among
church historians regarding Whitefield’s part in the evangelical movenient
of the 18th century. Let the following examples suffice: Whitefield was
the real founder and nurturer of the religious “societies” in connection
with the revival—not John Wesley. Wesley merely took over Whitefield's
work (pp. 138-139). Whitefield preached CHRIST, whereas Wesley
preached only FAITH. Wesley's Aldersgate Experience is completely
debunked (pp. 192-197). In the art of preaching Wesley comes out a poor
second best when compared with Whitefield (p. 277). In their theological
dispute regarding Predestibation Wesley is the hard, logical, pugnacious,
loveless type, whereas Whitefield displays real evangelical tolerance, love
and charity ip. 307ff). Whitefield not Wesley is the real founder of the
Methodist Church (pp. 381£.).

All the above observations are rather well documented. However,
the reader at times gets the impression that the author, perhaps unknow-
ingly or unintentionally bends over backwards to vindicate Whitefield and
to put the popular idol, John Wesley, into his proper (second rate) niche.
Nevertheless, Dallimore does mention some of Whitefield's weaknesses.
One rather amusing weakness and episode was the marriage proposal
Whitefield made to Elizabeth Delamotte. The letters Whitefield wrote
to the parents of the "one and only one” and to her proposing marriage



72 THE SPRINGFIELDER

is a strange mixture of incredible naivete, intense sincerity, out of ihis
world idealism, and theological nonsense (pp. 470-472). The prosent
reviewer would certainly not advise any young man about to prohose
marriage to use those letters as a model.

A very worthwhile book for anybody, especially the church historian
interested in the 18th century mogvements,

John 7Ntk

‘SECULAR CHRISTIANITY AND GOD WIIO ACTS. DIy Robert J.
Blaikie. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rupids, 1670, 256
pages. Paper. §2.95.

Dr. Blaikie, a New Zealand theologian, traces the current theology,
identified as “secular Christianity,” back through Kierkegaard., Want and
Descartes. ‘“Secular Christianty™ with its death of God and other theo-
logical abnormalities is viewed as the result of the injunction of subjec-
tivism into theology already by Descartes. According to this wayv of
thinking, all religious knowledge finds its source in the individual. The
individual religious consciousness forms the basis of belief in God.
Analyzed and discussed as part of this subjective approach 1o theology
are Barth, Bultmann, and Moltmann among others. A few pages of strie-
ture are devoted to the silly approach of the 'Honest to (God” bhishep who
saw a Jewish cosmology in some of the titles used of (God (e.g. “Most
High"”) instead of a reflection of Jewish theology. Differences hetween
Bultmann and Barth are recognized on the\ secondary levels, with the
latter taking a more ‘obhjectifying’ stance, but the two giants hoth assert
the non-objectivity of divine revelation. The lack of willingness in con-
temporary theology to identify truth and error is said to come from the
Hegelian synthesis where two opposing views are merged into one.
Blaikie views God as One who acts and whose existence does not depend
on man. Regardless of how one brands oneself, ‘conservative,” ‘liberal,’
‘progressive,” ‘fundamentalist.” ete, such an analysis of the family tree
i5 a necessity. Besides, at $2.935, there's a lot of theology.

Postscript: On page 130 this reviewer is accused of having "a seriouns
misunderstanding of Moltmann’s basic position” in a review article for
Christianity Todey. A plea of ‘guilty’ has been offered. JMoltmann is not
a Biblical theologian, and several retractions have already been written
by this reviewer. The ‘theclogy of hope’ theologian has merely placed
the transcendental theology of neo-orthodoxy on a horizontal level.

dps

TEILHARID DE CHARDIN; An Analysis and Assessment. By D. Gareth
Jones. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., 1970.
72 pages. Paper, $1.23.

For absolute originality in Christian thought, no one in recent times
surpasses the late French Jesuit Priest, Teilhard de Chardin. He began
making headlines aiready in the "2(’s, but his works did not begin appear-
ing in English until the yvear before the last decade. For the unsuspecting
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reader, hisx approach can bhe quite a shock. (That’s putting it mildly!) A
rough estiumate might put him some place between the mystic Swedenborg
and the biolozist Darwin. He was caught up in the biological theory of
evolution and applied the progressive and optimistic elenients to theology.
On the other hand, he beiieved with theology that man had psychic (soul)
elements and attributed this characteristic to nature. Of course with such
a syvstem, there can be no real original sin as all nature including mankind
is heading to hiological perfection at what he ecalled the ‘Omega’ point.
Evil was a necessity in this progress. e was never defrocked, but the
Church of Rome took away his right to coenduct his priestly duties. De
Chardin is s woneris and cannot he classified with any school, but his
approach does provide a type of biological foundation for the current
theology of hope or revolution as it is sometimes called. In this marriage
between biology and theology, de Chardin lost the right perhaps to be
cither seientist or theologian., Jones is himself a biologist. His evaluation
18 soher, reir

and where possible sympathetic.
(Ips

MUCH CAUSE FOR JOY. A Report on 75 Years of JMission in India. By
Herbert M. Zorn, Concordia Press, Vanivambadi, India, 1970, 64
Pages, Puaper. NI

When it cones to foreign mission work, the Missouri Synod's first
born is the miussion in india. In 1891 Naether and Mohn were con-
seerated ws the Synod's first workers in that field. “Zorn,” a revered
name in mission work., writes a very intimate history of the mission
which has now beconie an independent chureh. Lutherans had been at
work sinee the mid-15th century in southern sub-continent, but were not
without failare.  The Danizsh-Halle mission had been handing over some
of their work o the Anglicans, Temporary salvation was provided by the
Leipzie Mission.  When this group equivocated on the doctrine of the
verbal inspiration. Naether and Mohn began to work under the auspices of
the dMissourt Syrnod.  The personal diflicnlties of the missionaries are
recovded. Now that foreign mission work is branded as a form of
“Imperiaiistic colonialism of the western nations,” the church cannot
forges that this is still her prime mission in the world. And with the recent
recall of American niissionaries from certain fields because of lack of
funds. the cali to mission work must be sounded even louder. This book
will heip.

dps

HI. PastorarL—PRaCTICAL STUDIES

WOMENS LIBERATION IN THE CHURCH. Edited by Sarah Bentley
Doely. Association Press, New York, 1971. 158 pages. Cloth $5.935.
Paper $2.05.

Eight essays, all written by women with vital interest in the church,
have teamed up to air their concerns and gripes about male ecclesiastical
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domination. The writing in all cases is warm and eiuoiy na. v be
that’s the atrraction. A f=w examples of this arc RS cuuh
redundant in most books of ks calibre. Davida Foy (2 C - Lary

student and vice president of the NCC is uptight abonr woi s b oo made
‘objects’ “existing either on o pedestal or in the oilior oo eanlid
she be talking about? The Virgin JMary and Hos o's ~oi e wovward
wife, Gomer. i0Oh. thos= nasty men’y  Seminarian rnhire e oise
matieally .engaged ngains: the pronoun fe” to rofve o e
Christian Scientists have made o real contribution wizlh ri Mot o7
God.” No dispute abour ir. Jesus is stiil a "He Or = 0 1077 A5
hreathe the spirit that wovmanhood is a muole pler M hos
Woman is destined to a vicil ar the eribside.

5 P
Divinity School professor. Wiow < ke
of good luck. the DMarch. i e T ORLENNESE SENN ST
hands. That was the issue dedicated to articles o 0 Sern ool
women. {In zome near { schools, our Jenrnul (s Ty =il ound
taken off the shelves befoure un enlightened studs s oo < nnively

corrupted.) The Rever-nd JMrs. Way wrote her avticle with rhis iesye
of The ~pringielder in frout of her, Of course, she woildnt cores with
the writers, but her remerks are nevertheless fariering
thought that z:obody even cured.o The problemn with the Missourt
Synod male clergy

only o want o find e videnoe ondorsinge our
own previousiyv e ished imuages. This Is not our (ermaun heritage,
but it is “indoectri riptural witerances abory wemin, whiell iy
supported and enhanced by a deep-seated cultural slew ol weny

appears not o have changed much since the uvme of paul”  =She con-
gratulates the Aliszouri Syvood noen because they have wriicniaied whot all
men believe anyway, that wanien are {nfertor. Most Protesianl vhereyinen
are Missouri Svood at bheart, but just ecan’t face up o it TWhet 1
discovered was reason for great respect for the men o th:e AMissoy
Lutheran Church because. Ironi what I could tell s U rend their under-
standings, they oniy embady with honesty what almos: cvery eharehinau
I know believes anvway.” How "bmxt this? The Missouri 3 :
are those that pervade the church.,” We love every word, Still w- think
vou are slightly exuageerating, Prof. Way) One 1y
in jest, { trust. for Paul's antifeminism is “that he was onee in love with
a temple prostritute who r-’ected him and from which cu
about woinen,”

vi
i

Prol. Way understands the issues more than her co-wWorkers,

who oppose the ordination »f women as pastors undersiand sexun

ences theologicaily., Mozt honest-to-sex’ approaches speak abour s sex s

a divine gift, etc. but very few are quite unwilling to aceept the implica-
tions of such statements.  Any way it

LR

is kind of good tu know rhat the
‘official’ brand of Missouri Synod theology filtered througih i ~proayge

s

Jielder is just honestiy perpetuating Paul's anti-feminist hang-ups.  We ure
apostolic! Girls, we still love you.

dps
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NEW DIMENSIONS IN PASTORAL CARE. By Wayne E. Oates. Fortress
Press, Philadeiyhin, 1670, 56 pages. Paper. $1.95.

i1 recctut contributions of the use of clinical method-
iixtory, and the verbatim account, Oates sees the
following ax e~ conZrouting the fleld of pastorial care:

1. Establizhine o cumulative record for each family in the congre-
sation, indicating signifcunt data in the life history of the family;

20 An ecmpirica! study of home visitation. In the past, Oates feels
thai the pastor's home vizitation program has been concerned with
visiting new members and prodding delinquents. But he feels that the
home visiterion procrqam could be used effectively as a form of pre-
counseling:

Duildin
ology, the

3. Asserting fhod fooomany one-way streets have been built in theo-
Iogleal edueation, Ouies Tecls that the methodology of pastoral care could
profitably be omployved 1 other theological disciplines;

3. Cutes sees another frontier as that of appiving the tools of pastoral
care to the chaos of the campus and to the erisis in the ciry.  Oates takes
his cue fromy Alan Paton. ru the Beloved Country. in which the author
savs that eounsciors have counscled about evervthing except the broken-
« 1ribe. Pustoral counseling must move from the individual to
bring its nunistry of participant observation and of reconciliation to the
larger community.  JMoving in rthis direction counselors must learn to
work not only with the medical profession but alse with the social work
profession withh whomn: pastorial counselors have been too little identified
in the pasr:

.
L
ness of th

S0 With too many pastors leaving the ministry, OQates recommends
thar pastorial care be concerned about the subject of the mminister's self-
image. According to Ontes. @ mminister is a harbinger of hope when he

Images himiself arizhy ip. 250,
All in ali, thiz 2 a provocative book, opening windows for the pastor
and for the seminary community.
Henry J. Eagold

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH. Howard 1. Clinebell. Jr.. editor.
Abingdon Press, Nuashville and New York, 1070 258 pages. Paper.

3425,

This volnme, written by thirty-three clerey and lay professionals
active in mental heaith programs, pleads for a closer cooperation among
churches and other community agencies concerned with mental health.

Howard Clinebell ealls the current community mental health move-
ment one of the most important social revolutions in the history of our
country. It 15 @ movemenr away from the warehouse care of the mentally
L in isolated institurions to care in the community. This movement
needs the chureh in the areas of treatment and prevention and the church
ought to be involved as an institution in society concerned with the whole
man.

Although the clergy are the most numerous of the professionals and
although they minister to more people than any of the other professions,
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the clergy and the other professionals in the field of mental health have
been living in a spirit of mutual misunderstanding that breeds distrust

The authors see the necessity for mutual understanding of the roles
of the respective members of the healing team and for cooperation in
referrals, in consultations, and in treatment.

In the concluding chapter Clinebell offers a blue-print for action for
the local congregation. denominational leaders. mental hoealth leaders,
and seminary teachers and administrators.

A pastor who understands his own role and who respects the com-
petencies of other professionals will find this book a challenge 1o bridee the
credibility gap among the professionals in his commuanity in the interest
of a more effective miinistry to peeple.

Hoegivap JoFopgold

COMPETENT TO COUNSEL. By Jay E. Adams. Preshyterian and Re-
formied Publishing Company. Nutley, New Jersexy. 0700 287 napes,
Paper. $4.50.

In the author's own words. "The thesis of this book ix that gualified
Christian counselors properly trained in the Scriptures arce competent 1o
counsel—mnore competent than psychiatrists or anyone else” (p. 18,

This book challenges popular notions: that there is little ministers
can do fer people in state mental hospitals; that what you can do is to
support the patient’s right to feel injured by others: that people in mental
hospitals lose their guilt by not being subjected to rebuke by athers out-
side; that people in mental hospitals are not violators of conscience bus
victims of conscience; that the patient is really not responsible for his
actions (p. 9).

The author challenges also some of the prophets in the tield of mental
health. Freud is written off as one who makes men irresponsible hecause
he views man's problemm as being allogenic rather than autegenic. Admns
has no patience with the view of Rogers that the solution to man’s problem
lies in man himself. Rogers makes man autonomous. Challenging Rollo
May's view that personality is not transformed by advice, the author quips
that the “Christian pastor is called to be a paraclete, not a parkeet™ ip. S4).
Although Adams acknowledges a great debt ta O. Hobart Mowrer, he parts
company with him hecause Mowrer tails to take into consideration man's
basic relationship to God. neglects God's law, and knows nothing of the
Holy Spirit.

Following Mowrer rather closely, Adams contends that people feel
bad because of bad behavior. Feelings are like the red light on the dash-
board that indicates that something is wrong under the hood. FEven the
bizarre behavior of the schizophrenic is interpreted as a cover-up lest his
crime be detected.

In dealing with emotionally disturbed people, Adams recommends
ueuthetic counseling (nouthetein, admonish, warn, teach, put sense into).
Goals of this type of counseling are to expose sinful patterns which lead
to admission of wrong, to correct what is wrong through confession of
guilt to God and man, and to establish new ways of life according (o the
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will of God. The technique involves treating the counselee as a responsible
person. direcily confronting him with the will of God, and encouraging
him 1o aeccept the wili of God as the guide for his life. Biblical patterns
of neuthetic counseline are Nathan and David and Jesus and the Samaritan
Woman.

Afrer reading the book a person feels that he has come full cycle and is
back in the Garden where the question was not, "How do you feel?” but
“What hast thou done?”

In this rather provocative book, I miss a strong accent on the trans-
forming power of the Gospel., In fact, Adams says: “As a reformed
Christian the writer believes that counselors must not tell any unsaved
counselee that Christ died for him. for they cannot say that. No nian
knows except Chrizt himself who are his elect for whom he died” (p. 70).
One who c¢lings to the doctrine of universal grace says: “Too bad.”

Henry J. Eggold

A SOCIETY ORDAINED BY GOD. Dy James Turner Johnson., Nashville,
Abingdon Press, 1670 208 pages.

This book. one in a series of Studies in Christian Ethics, discusses
English Puritan Marriage Doetrine in the first half of the seventeenth
century. 17 a person appreoaches the subject with the conviction that the
Puritans of that time were straight-laced incorrigible legalists, he is in
for an eve opener. The author first contrasts the understanding of the
nature and purpose of marriage as found on the one hand in high Angli-
canism, where it was conceived of as existing first and foremost for the
procreation of off=pring, and the purpose of marriage as understood by the
carly Puritans. These placed into the foreground, not offspring, but com-
panionship, according to Gen. 2:18: “Then the Lord God said, 'It is not
good that the man should be alone:; I will make him a helper fit for him.””
The marriage manuals of the Puritans therefore stressed the importance
of husband and wife being loving and companionable. Offspring were
tmportant. but were not the tirst purpose of marriage.

The book treats at some length the marriage tracts of the poet John
Milton.  Himseif a Puritan, though at tinies accused of antinoniianism,
Milten drew ronclusions from the standard understanding of marriage, as
set forth by early Puritan writers. IBecause thie prime purpose of marriage
Is companionship and mutual help, he reasoned that, where marriage
partners find that they are seriously incompatible, there is no true mar-
riage, and therefore there should he a legal dissolution of the marriage,
with the possibility of a remarriage with a suitable partner. He was not
generally followed in his conclusions by other Puritans.

The book is well written, and should constitute a valuable addition to

books on the ethics of marriage.
criies Fred Kramer

WORDS OF REVOLUTION. By Tom Skinner. Zondervan Publishing
Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1970. 171 pages,

Skinner, a black preacher who was once a notorious gang leader in
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Harlem, says that revolution In America is inevitabic. The cail for
revolution against an unjust system comes not only from blacks o from
many whites as well,

The heartening thing about Skinner's book is the kind eof veva'ution
he envisages and the means by which he wants to sce it Hbrosteht Ghout.

He believes that it is his mission to channel the radicai rovolutionary
spirit which is abroad in our land into a positive program ot chanee. The
book sets forth his strategy for confronting and changing the “sysiem”

He finds that the Old Testament prophets were effective bormuse they
spoke to the issues of their day. They scratched where the peopie itehed.
He thinks that is what preachers today should do. He does it vory offee-
tively himself.

Skinner considers Christ the greatest revolutionary of ail timies. To
do Skinner justice one must see how he understands thix o ~uyvs that
God has pronounced judgnient on all the svstems of men, snd th in the
midst of all the revolutions that are going on in the worid God s gcoing
a revolution of His own. He is buiiding His kingdon,  This beuins wirth
a personal transformation, when man recognizes the utter depraviry of
his own nature and the oniy possibility of overcoming thu depravity and
its replacement by the resurrected life of Jesus Chirist. which i~ ofered
through His death and shed blood.

Skinner asks the violent revolutionaries: With what are yvou soing
‘to replace the "system?” His own suggestion is that we cease overyone,
't_p do “his own thing,” and to learn of Christ to do the will «f God. If
;iou want to change society, you must start with yoursclf ard becone a
,i)’lew man. That is the kind of revolution which the werid necds, and
which will replace the unjust “system”™ against which men justiv ery out
‘with something that works for the good of humanity.

The book is well written, and deserves to he read, particulariy by the
white clergy.

TO PRAY AND TO GROW. By Flora Slosson Wuellner., Abingden Press,
New York, 1970. 153 pages. Cloth. §$4.25.

The reviewer was enthralied by the author’'s testimony to ilic power
of prayer and her clairvoyvant experiences. At best the ceniral thought
can summarily be stated—"Pray . . . it works! Prayv .. . you will grow
spiritually!” But that is personal testimony, which muany of us can
duplicate. Perhaps the strength of this volume is simiply that the anthor
shares effectively her ability to observe or translate life experiences into
“Divine Encounters.” The theological basis of prayer is weak bur the
personal testimnony to the results of prayer is stimulating. However,
stimulating volumes have selective audiences!

Willivse I Mener

BIBLICAL SERMON GUIDE. By Lloyd M. Perry. Baker DBook louse,
Grand Rapids, 1970. 131 pages. Cloth. $4.95.

“How to”’ books are numerous and provide the necessary assistance
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to the question «f methodology. But any book on preaching that does
not consider the perplexing problems of the relationship of Law and
Gospel. man’s needs. and God’s answer just seems to be inadequate. Every
preacher mmust develop hix own methods and styie. If he is still in search
of a methad. Perry presents one in a clear. well organized outline. His
presentation of “CGrzanization of the Qutline for the DBiblical Sermon” is
helpfu!l beecause it demonsirates a variety of ways to work the text to find
its central theugzht.  Unless the preacher is suffering from lack of self
confidence. iaziness, or loss of ereativity in practice, he does well to keep
trying without adding another volume to his impressive library.

William F. Meyer

HURRY HOME WHEERE YOU BELONG. By Oswald Hoffmann. Concordia
Publishing House, St. Louis, 1970, 98 pages. Cloth. $2.75.

This volune is o good example of life-situation preaching. In ten
chapters, cach sermonic in form, Hoffmann treats commeon problems:
worry, nerves, despair, loneliness, fear, trouble, and suffering.

He argues that in our hurried existence people are often hurrying in
the wrong dircection and urees them to hurry home to God's love in
Christ.

hese are good sermous. The author aveids the trap of spending too
much time on diagnosis: the Gospel is organically related to the malady
and is not just an evangetical conunercial; and the style is crisp, vigorous,
and direct.

This is 2 zood book Tor the church library and for the pastor’s shelf.

Henry J. Eggold

SPRINGBOARDS FOR DISCUSSION. By John H. Bratt. Baker Book
House, Grand Rapids. 1670. 143 pages. Paper. $1.25.

This booklet, part of the Contemporary Discussion Series, takes up
moral, doctrinal. and practical questions in very readable question-answer
chapters, Fach chapter is also followed by questions for discussion.
Unfortunately the author provides Scriptural answers which are tainted
with Calvinism. (This is readily admitted, by the way). I believe that
pastors and teachers can use much of this material if they will be aware
of some of the unacceptable interpretations. The articies can well serve
as a discussion series for adult and teen Bible classes.

John F'.Johnson

A SICK WORLD AND THE HEALING CHRIST. By Herbert F. Linde-
mann. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 1970. 102 pages. Paper.
$1.95.

Unrestraint, escapism, extremism, sensuality, addiction, revolution,
spiritualism, frustration, reductionism: imagine these as topics for a
Lenten series’
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But Lindemann handles the subjects well in this good example of
prophetic preaching. With a deft and understanding pen. the author
avoids the extremes of wholesale condemnation and of utter permissive-
ness. In the tradition of the prophets, sin is sin, but the grace of God in
Christ is there to help, to heal, and to renew.

People will reflect on sermons like this for a long time. Some troubled
souls will probably come for counseling, because the sermons breathe a
spirit of understanding and compassionate concern.

Henry JJ. Eayold

TODAY'S GOSPEL: AUTHENTIC OR SYNTHETIC? By Walter J.

Chantry. The Banner of Truth Trust, Loendon, 1970. 93 pages. Paper.
No price.

The author is concerned with evangelism. Too many preachers make
“God Joves you” a petty phrase. The hearer responds like Israel of old:
“If God loves me, then all is right in heaven and earth.” Dut the truth
of the matter is that is not evangelisni. The hearer never is confronted
with the attributes of God, especially His holiness; the law of God;
repentance; and a call to bow to the throne of Christ. The author con-
fronts the reader through an exposition of Christ’'s dealing with the rich
young ruler. Not until the ruler knew that none was pood except God
was he able to see the uselessness of his pious life. Likewise, none of
“today’s men” will understand and be changed by the Gospel until they are
aware of their sinfulness. To preach an authentic Gospel presupposes
the preaching of “authentic law”—man’s offense against a holy Gpd.

Those who wish to review their approaches to evangelismm will profit
from this volume. The author makes no suggestions on how to preach. IHe
simply evaluates what has been passed off for evangelism and pleads a
case for an ‘‘authentic approach.” His analysis of the rich young ruler’s
confrontation with Christ is excellent.

Williccw: £ Meyer
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