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Unrest In Synod 

A
NYONE who has not lived his recent Synodical life in a trunk 

is aware of the current unrest in Synod regarding inspiration, 
revelation, and the doctrine of the Word generally. 

There are those who, by implication at least, raise the King 
James Version to a position of esteem which is untenable. Others 
desire to ignore the problem of canon and the historically Lutheran 
distinction between antilegomena and hornolegoumena. Some 
espouse a doctrine of revelation which is identical with that taught 
in a doctrinal formulation of another decade which claimed that the 
Scriptures contain the Word of God. Other views expressed are 
patently neo-orthodox and would ultimately denude the Scriptures 
of the miraculous. Luther, who never developed a locus on the 
Scriptures, is quoted as a champion by any and all who would write 
or speak on the subject. 

The seriousness of this unrest-we hesitate to use the ·word 
controversy-must not be minimized. The foundation of the 
Christian faith is involved. The basis for authority in faith and 
life is at stake. 

In our opinion, a part of the difficulty arises from the fact that 
we are living on "borrowed theological capital" in the Missouri 
Synod. To paraphrase Goethe, we have never really apprehended 
the theological heritage of our fathers. 

A number of ameliorating suggestions 'have been made by 
those who recognize that the present unrest is real and not apparent. 

We would suggest that our smaller pastoral conferences eschew 
for a time the discussions of "practical" subjects and the hearing 
of reports from officialdom. We would further suggest that this 
conference time be given to a thorough study of the doctrine of 
the Word and that this study be so designed that the intelligent 
participation of all the brethren in the conference be secured. Vve 
would also caution against the use of "canned materials" as a basis 
for this proposed study. Guidelines prepared by joint-faculty com­
mittees are not the solution. Only intensive study by the brethren 
themselves will enable them to heed the counsel: 

"vVas du ererbt von deinen Vaetern hast, 
Erwirb es um es zu besitzen" 

G. J.B. 
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THE NEW SHAPE OF AMERICAN RELIGION. By Martin E. Marty, 
Harper & Brothers, New York, 1959. 169 pages. Cloth. 
$3.50. 

Marty Marty, Associate Editor of the Christian Century and pastor of a 
Missouri Synod congregation in suburban Chicago, has written an incisive 
analysis of American religion. With Will Herberg, Marty recognizes that 
the prevailing religion in America is neither Protestant, Roman Catholic, or 
Jewish; rather, it is a "sentimental religious syncretism ... a temporaliza­
tion of religion in the democratic structures." 

The author-as have many others-points to the spurious character of 
the alleged religious revival in America; he chides the professional fund 
raisers, activism in American churches, ecclesiastical bureaucracy in the 
local parish as well as on the national level, and meaningless ritualism. 
(Largely Southern Baptist in our views on liturgy, we read with intense 
pleasure the following sentence: "It is ironical that dilettante forms of the 
liturgical movement in Protestantism, concerned with beautifying or enrich­
ing worship, are borrowing the externals and overlays of Roman Catholic 
elements that are now being shed by the more informed and historically con­
scious liturgiologists.") (P. 145) 

The author's chapter on The Practice of the Parish will evoke the in­
terest of the average pastor. Here Marty discusses the "remnant" concept 
which he admits is not original with him. 

"So the remnant is not something one joins, or that one's min­
ister points to. . . . The Remnant is rather a goal. It is a becom­
ing instead of a being in the Christian community. It is a hypothesis, 
a remembered rubric from Biblical times, reborn for a new day. It 
is a principle for supporting the essential tasks of the Church and of 
Christian worship. It is never this or that permanently identifiable 
group of people. 

"Yet one must begin where one is. Parochial leaders must be­
gin by developing the sense of the 'Difference' among those who 
show signs of deeper commitment. Their energies will go into en­
largement of this core, not so much through multitudinism as 
through minimum contact with the maximum number of people." 
(P. 142) 

We have long felt that American organized Christianity is primarily a 
gemuetlich social organization and only secondarily a religious fellowship, 
Dr. Marty's book tends to confirm this opinion. 

George J. Beto 
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'f11E WAITING FATHER, By Helmut Thielicke, (Translated by 

John W. Doberstein). Harper & Brothers, New York, 1959. 
192 pages. Cloth. $2.50. 

The late John Fritz used to urge his students to preach sermons which 
were zeit-gemaess. Thieielicke's sermons are timely in the finest sense of 
the word. He relates the Christian Gospel to life. 

Originally published in German under the title Das Bilderbuch Gottes. 
Reden ueber die Gleichnisse Jesu, this book presents discourses on sixteen 
of the parables of our Lord. While Thielicke's explicit statement of the tertium 
comparationis may not always be put in the traditional form, he impresses 
indelibly upon the minds of his readers the lesson which our Lord intended 
to teach in each parable. Even those who insist that a detailed statement 
of the atonement appear in every sermon-whether the text warrants it or 
not-will find that Thielicke usually conforms to this human canon. 

Brethren of ours who visited Germany testify that great crowds listen 
to this Hamburg preacher. We can understand his popularity. His is life­
related preaching at its best. 

Buy this book. It will edify you personally; if you digest it, it will im­

prove your preaching. 

George J. Beto 

SYMBOLISM IN THE BIBLE AND THE CHURCH. By Gilbert Cope. 
Philosophical Library, New York, 1959. 287 pages. Cloth. 
$10.00. 

Of the five hundred plus volumes on art published in 1959 (Cf. Time, 
Dec. 21, 1959, p. 40) this one might easily be the most militantly anti­
Scriptural. The author, who is described as an Anglican priest, stands 
"foursquare" on the foundation of Darwin, Freud, Einstein, and Jung. He 
is trying to find new meanings in the ancient symbols for people who no longer 
believe the cardinal doctrines. The symbolism of Genesis 1-4 is the major 
subject of the book, a "post-critical" discussion of the "Tree of Know-How," 
the serpent, the sexual awakening, the virgin-mother-consort motif, the two­
brother motif, etc. The approach is that of the psychologist and philoso­
pher. This is not a book which explains the meaning of Christian symbols. 

A quotation will amply show the character of this book : 

"Using the principles of interpretation derived from psychologi­
cal practice, it has been suggested, for instance, that (by the prin­
ciple of reversal) Eve is really the Mother of Adam and that we are 
confronted with a Mother-incest situation and that the fundamental 
'sin' is of this character and the guilt is associated with the murder 
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of the Father by the primeval Sons .... In this interpretation the 
Tree is identified with the Father-God and, hence, eating (the fruit 
of) the tree becomes the cannibalistic meal 'enjoyed' by the Sons 
of their murdered Father whose 'trunk' they consume. Certainly, 
the notion of 'eating the god' to attain his mana is common enough 
in religions and undertones of this nature are not entirely absent 
from eucharistic worship." (p. 128) 

This is blasphemy which deserves no recommendation. However, theo­
logical students, who are not as yet acquainted with the depths to which a 
liberated theology can descend, might read with profit how an author, who 
can find no defense for religion, except that "the energies of the unconsci­
ous need to be released", argues for the preservation of the shell of the church 
after the substance is gone. 

Otto F. Stahlke 

THE DocTRINE oF GRACE IN THE AosToLic FATHERS. By 
Thos. F. Torrance. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1959. 
150 pages. Cloth. $3.00. 

This book, which was originally Dr. Torrance's doctoral dissertation at 
Basel, is a fine contribution to an important and too little known subject. 
The book is a study of the doctrine of grace and the related doctrines of 
the way of salvation as taught in the Apostolic Fathers, the Didache, the 
Epistles of Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, Barnabas, and the Shepherd of 
Hermas. Dr. Torrance studies his sources theologically and linguistically, 
seeking to show how and why the early Church so soon departed from the 
New Testament teachings on these all-important subjects. 

Perhaps the most valuable section of the book is the 3 5-page introduc­
tion in which the author studies the Greek term charis and related terms 
in Classical and Hellenistic Greek, and in Philo, as well as the Hebrew terms 
translated by charis in the Septuagint, and concludes with a study of the 
terms in the Gospels, Paul, and the remaining books of the New Testament. 
This portion is well worth the price of the book, giving the reader an ex­
cellent example of the type of word study which would be most useful in 
our sermons, conference papers, and classroom lectures. 

In the opinion of this reviewer, the remainder of the book, dealing with 
the doctrine of grace in the Apostolic Fathers, while constituting the main 
part, fails to reach the level of the introduction. Perhaps this is due to the 
inferior nature of the author's material. At least, one concludes the study 
with the conviction that the level of the New Testament canonical books 
is infinitely far above that of the Apostolic Fathers, some of which for a time 
were regarded as canonical. 
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Dr. Torrance reveals himself as a firm believer in the principle of sola 
gratia. His Scottish Calvinism projects itself at times, but it is a pleasure 
to read a book in which the author combines a scholarly attitude with a 
theological conviction which he is not ashamed to confess. One gets the 
feeling that he is trying to be not only scholarly, but also to convey the great 
message of salvation by grace alone. We recommend this book to our readers 
both as an instruction in scholarly method and for spiritual refreshment. 
We need more such books. 

J. A. 0. Preus 

A MESSAGE To CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS. By Oscar Cull­
mann. Translated by Joseph A. Burgess. Eerdmans, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 1959. 57 pages. Cloth. $1.50. 

We take it that the author needs no introduction. He is writing in the 
interest of the Ecumenical Movement. While he realizes that the unity of 
the church on an ecumenical basis is hardly possible, he declares that he 
is "optimistic about realizing Christian solidarity." (p. 26 ) . This, he says, 
is already expressed in the prayers and theological discussions of those who 
are baptized Christians. He pleads for New T estament orientation of his 
point that our separation represents an offense. He recalls what the New 
Testament says about unity and division among Christians. And he comes 
then to his proposal, which is the burden of this monograph, that both Catho­
lics and Protestants go beyond prayer and theological discussion in solidify­
ing those who call on the name of Christ. And what, specifically, does he 
suggest? A yearly offering by both sides for one another; by the Protestants 
for needy Catholics and by the Catholics for needy Protestants. The ramifi­
cations of the scheme, the author's answers to objections, and the plea for 
an unbiased consideration of the proposal represent the summary content 
of the four short chapters. 

C. W. Spiegel 

C ALVIN's DocTRINE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. By Ronald S. 
W allace. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Mich., 19 5 9. 3 3 8 pages. 
Cloth. $5.00. 

The author, at present minister of Lothian Road Church in Edinburgh, 
is active in the Church of Scotland. Another book from his pen is Calvin's 
Doctrine of the Word and Sacrament. 

A student of Calvin soon becomes aware of the grasp of Calvin's thought 
Possessed by this faithful interpreter of the great French reformer. The 
secret of this lies, no doubt, in the wide range of reading and study through­
out the writings of Calvin. The author makes much of the point that the 
study of a subject such as the Christian life according to Calvin necessitates 
that kind of effort on the part of a student. He, therefore, who has access 
to Calvin's sermons and commentaries as well as to his Institutes, can do no 
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better than to scrutinize Calvin's own writings to know his doctrine of the 
Christian Life. In lieu of such an apparatus, however, one will be aided 
greatly by the use of Dr. Wallace's book, which evidences a knowledge of 
Calvin's thought on its every page. 

The book is written in a style that makes for easy reading and the sec­
tions and chapters are of sufficient brevity to keep the perusal of the book 
free of laboriousness. It might be fair to state that the work abounds in 
footnotes containing references mostly to Calvin's sermons and commentaries. 
For this part of the study a reading knowledge of French and Latin is requisite. 

C. W. Spiegel 

PAUL AND THE SALVATION OF MANKIND. By Johannes Munck, 
translated from the German by Frank Clarke, originally en­
titled PAULUS UND DIE HEILSGESCHICHTE. John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Virginia, 1959. 351 pages. Cloth. $6.50. 

Prof. Munck of Aarhus University, Denmark, has produced a work 
which will gain high respect for its scholarship, its willingness to break with 
traditional explanations, and the novelty of many of its concepts. It is a 
provocative book which raises more questions than it answers. With many 
of Prof Munck's conclusions this reviewer finds himself in substantial agree­
ment, and with others the reviewer is at least mystified, if not dissatisfied. 

Munck is of the opinion that, while the theories of F. C. Baur as to a 
controversy between Paul and the Jerusalem Church have been largely de­
molished by Harnack (and we might add also by Ramsey), too many of 
Baur's premises are still current and normative in the Church of today. He 
undertakes, consequently, to set forth several theses of his own, in opposition 
to Baur, some of which are very sound and some of which are subject to con· 
siderable question. Munck's account of Paul's conversion, rejecting as it does 
all psychological explanations and all attempts to make it a purely human 
event, is excellent. In his discussion of Paul as the Apostle, his demonstra· 
tion of a parallel between the call of an Old Testament prophet and an 
Apostle is intriguing. The author makes the rather startling claim, in a 
most convincing way, that the Judaizers of Galatians were not Jews but 
Gentile converts; that the congregation at Corinth was not rent by factions 
nor even by Judaizers, but rather that the Corinthians had rebelled against 
Paul because of their love of Greek wisdom. He presents Israel and Jewish 
Christianity as being disinterested in gaining converts from among the Gen­
tiles. He even suggests that this was the attitude of Paul, the so-called 
Apostle to the Gentiles, who carried on his great mission program largely 
in the belief that the conversion of the Gentiles must precede that of the 
Jews to Christianity. 

This is an odd book. There is so much to stimulate thought, so much 
which represents fresh and exciting insights into the early history of the 

Book Reviews 35 

Church, yet so many things which disappoint. One who calls himself a 
believer in Sola Scriptura will certainly be disappointed in Munck's attitude 
toward Scripture. He has no trouble in stating that Acts and the Synoptic 
Gospels contradict Paul's Epistles, and since the latter are normative, the 
former must be wrong, p. 249. He seems to adopt many of the conclusions 
of form criticism. Likewise, many of his isagogical ideas are far from satis­
factory. Further, he has certain theological notions which are mystifying, 
to say the least. For example, he suggests that the conversion of the Gentiles 
is only a representative thing, that as long as some members of each nation 
have come to faith, that nation has been evangelized. When this type of 
representative mission work has been completed among the Gentiles, then 
the conversion of Israel will occur. Munck suggests that the reason for the 
large Gentile delegation accompanying Paul on his trip to Jerusalem with 
the collection for the saints, Acts 20, was to provoke the Jews to jealousy so 
that they might thus be converted en masse. Of course, the net result of the 
whole thing is failure. Paul did not lay the foundations for an on-going 
world-wide mission program for 19 centuries of the Church, but rather failed 
in that he did not provoke the Jews into accepting Christ. 

The book is interesting, but will probably evoke more disagreement than 
acceptance. Prof. Munck must be an interesting person, for he does not 
hesitate to expound some most novel views. 

J. A. 0. Preus 

TRAPP's COMMENTARY ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. By John 
Trapp. (A reprint of a work first published as a second edi­
tion in 1656.) Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 1958. 791 pages. Cloth. $9.95. 

This work is a phrase by phrase commentary on the entire New Testa­
ment; from the point of view of proportion it is chiefly a commentary on 
the Gospels, especially Matthew's Gospel. It is throughout a vivid and color­
ful representation of the text, rarely weighing itself down with discussion 
of difficulties or problems encountered in properly dissecting a text. One 
can hardly criticize the vitality of such an approach, but the serious exegete 
must find more than well-turned phrases and interesting applications in his 
commentaries. He must find sound investigation of the content of the text 
and valid conclusions regarding its basic meaning. Trapp's commentary 
gives little evidence of such thorough exegetical procedure. (Perhaps this 
criticism applies to all one-volume commentaries on the New Testament.) 

The author adopts the text of the King James Version as the basis for 
his comment, although the frequent use of Greek and Hebrew words and 
Phrases shows that he was well acquainted with the original languages of 
the Scriptures. His method is to restate the truth of any passage or the 
llleaning of any event as these might be applicable to situations met by the 
theologian and preacher. Furthermore, Trapp uses his remarkable knowl­
edge of the history of the church and of the classical literature of Greece 
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and Rome to clarify meanings of Scriptural texts through parallel statements 
and events from these other sources. It is largely this wealth of anecdotal 
material that gives the commentary its very readable character. 

From a literary point of view this work is a monument and is valuable 
as a storehouse of quotable material. In the 17th century this commentary 
was doubtless an exegetical masterpiece as well; for the exegete of the 20th 
century the reprint is seemingly high in price. 

Ray F. Martens 

FACING THE FIELD. By T. Stanley Soltan. Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 1959. 134 pages. Cloth. $2.00. 

The purpose of the book is to acquaint new or prospective missionaries 
with some of the problems which face the workers in the foreign field, and 
to indicate how they may prepare to deal with these problems. Dr. Soltan, 
who was born in the foreign field and spent twenty-five years among the 
Koreans as a Presbyterian missionary, is well qualified to write this book. 

"It must be always kept in mind that the great purpose of missionary 
work is to evangelize and not to Westernize." This statement gives the basic 
philosophy which pervades the eleven chapters of the book. The volume 
presents not only valuable information on such problems as the language, 
customs, heathen religions, the missionary's home; it also defines attitudes 
requisite in a missionary toward the people, the government, the national 
Christians, his fellow missionaries, and his home constituency. While the 
book is designed especially for the foreign missionary, it Inight well be read 
with profit by all who have a desire to bring the Gospel to those for whom 
Christ died. 

BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS. By Charles 
Book House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1959. 
$2.95. 

Arthur E. Graf 

F. Pfeiffer. 
132 pages. 

Baker 
Cloth. 

It was a pleasure to read this book. The reason: the author's viewpoint. 
One has become so accustomed to the historical-<:ritical viewpoint in works 
dealing with this period and its Old Testament background that it is re­
freshing beyond words to read a scholarly treatment of the material which 
assumes that the Old Testament Scriptures are reliable. This reviewer 
readily admits that an authentic Daniel and the reliability of Esther and 
Chronicles II, e.g., are not indispensable assumptions for a discussion of the 
secular history of this period. They are essential, however, if the proper 
interpretation is to be given to the history of God's Chosen People and to 
the written Word of God which came to them (John 10,35). In assessing 
the theological development of the intertestamental period, one assumes 
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either the integrity of God's revelation to His people prior to the last of the 
prophets, Malachi, with theological deviations arising thereafter, or an evolu­
tion of theological thought in which most of the prophetic utterances of the 
canonical prophets are pried out of their God-given context and shoved 
among the pseudepigrapha of the second century B. C. When Christ and 
the New Testament writers quote such prophecies from "canonical pseu­
depigrapha" as authentic, the interpreter is forced to a kenosis or "emptying" 
of Christ which is contrary to that which the New Testament claims for 
Christ. But, then, the New Testament is not supposed to be inerrant either, 
according to "scientific" a priori. 

If only more Christian scholars would realize that the supposed scientific 
critical conclusions on Old Testament books are based primarily upon the 
a priori that God could not and did not reveal His will to man in Scriptures 
which he guarded from error! Realize that this major premise is invalid, 
and one sees that the conclusions based on it are subjective and speculative. 
It is a sad commentary on both scholarship and faith within circles that 
hold to the inerrancy of God's Word if scholars and teachers accept conclu­
sions as scientific and sacrosanct even though their major premise is not 
the a priori given above. 

The author of this book writes in a non-technical style, using very few 
footnotes. This should not deceive the reader as to the scholarly character 
of the work nor the credentials of the author, whose doctrinal studies were 
made at Dropsie College and who is assistant professor of Old Testament at 
Gordon Divinity School. The student who wishes to dig deeper is directed 
to abundant source material. But he will do well to retain the viewpoint of 
the author on the reliability of Scripture. He dare do no less. 

Elmer J. Moeller 

THE DocTRINE OF THE PROPHETS. By A. F. Kirkpatrick. Zon­
dervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1958. xix and 544 pages. 
Cloth. $4.95. 

This is a reprint of the 1897 second edition of the Warburton Lectures 
delivered by Kirkpatrick, 1886-1890. The review of this book in Chris­
tianity Today (Vol. IV, No. 8, p. 37) by E. J. Young is headed "Mildly 
Liberal". The term "mildly" is used comparatively in view of the type of 
hooks published on similar subjects in the half century after the lectures. 
The book is useful as an introduction to the prophets since it discusses the 
Person, the style, the problems, the date and content of each prophet inter­
estingly, The theology of the prophets is presented in a way that leaves no 
doubt that the dominant (at that time) critical theories have influenced the 
interpretation. Nevertheless, the author comes out clearly for a Messianic 
interpretation of, e.g., the Servant of Jahweh; or should we say "messinanic" 
When we read on the one hand: "We who read it in the light of its fulfill­
Inent cannot doubt that it was intended by the Holy Spirit to point forward 
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to Christ", and on the other hand the author fits his statements into a Sitz im 
Leben frame by saying about the prophecies concerning Christ in Isaiah: "For 
once more be it observed that this whole exposition of the calling and the 
work and the victory of the Servant of the Lord was a truth for the time." 
The Isaiah of chapters 40-66 is to Kirkpatrick not the same Isaiah of the first 
part of the book. As Young correctly points out, even the discoveries of the 
Qumran scroll of Isaiah would probably not have convinced Kirkpatrick of 
the full unity of Isaiah. To speak of the "progress of revelation" (page ix) 
is perfectly legitimate, but becomes suspect when the evolution of the theology 
of the prophets seems indicated. 

For one who is interested in the study of the Old Testament prophets 
this book will be of value, particularly if one is able to discriminate between 
the scholarly use of evidences and the rationalistic use of critical theories. 

Martin J. Naumann 

THE PROPHETS oF IsRAEL. By C. Ross Milley. Philosophical Li­
brary, New York, 1959. 143 pages. Cloth. $3.75. 

A Connecticut Congregational clergyman with a Ph.D. from Boston 
University interprets in this book the message of Israel's eighth and seventh 
century prophets in the setting of their times-Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah, 
and the supposedly late writer of Deuteronomy. 

Dr. Milley offers his readers valuable insights into the lives and teach­
ings of these prophets; however, against the background of his thesis of mono­
theism's evolution in Israel, partly through these prophets. According to 
this view Israel's religion developed from polytheism (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
kings David and Solomon) through henotheism (the belief that one god 
above all others is important for you: so Israel until the eighth century 
prophets) to a pure monotheism, completely realized first in Second Isaiah. 
The eighth and seventh century prophets contributed mightily in this de­
velopment: Amos, e.g., was the first to express the conviction that Yahweh 
had jurisdiction beyond Israel and thus provide roots for a universal religion 
(p. 36). Jeremiah's contribution was the introduction of individuality into 
the Yahweh cult (pp. 92-3). Deuteronomy, an alleged seventh century 
document with nationalism and purification of the Yahweh cult as its key­
notes, is conceived as an attempt to reconcile the prophetic and priestly em­
phases in Israel, and is regarded as without monotheistic theology except for 
chap. four, considered post-exilic. The culmination of Israel's theological 
development is seen in Second Isaiah, chapters 40-5 5, supposedly written 
in Babylon between 586 and 536 B. C. by an unknown prophet. Here, and 
here for the first time, pure monotheism was expounded: "I am the first, 
I am the last; and beside me there is no God" (Is. 44:6). This pure mono­
theism then became the basis of the three great Western religions-Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam. Here we see Israel's most significant achievement: 
she led the world to think of God in her own terms (p. 1). 
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The author seems very well acquainted with the current literature in 
his field, and uses these secondary sources with competence and ease. Of 
course, he takes for granted the documentary hypothesis of the Pentateuch 
and regards the Suffering Servant of Is. 53 as Israel in the Captivity. He 
vehemently disagrees with even so great a scholar as William Albright re­
garding Moses' theology: Albright contends Moses was a monotheist. Milley 
espouses the view that Moses was a polytheist, at best a henotheist (pp. 3 7, 
76ff). In short, THE PROPHETS OF ISRAEL presents a typical case for the 
evolution of monotheism in Israel. 

Lowell Eckert 

PARENTS OF MANY. By Victor E. Swenson. Augustana Press, 
Rock Island, Ill., 1959. 348 pages. Cloth. $3.75. 

This book contains a personal story of an Augustana Lutheran mis­
sionary and his wife covering a period of forty-five years. They witnessed 
the passing of the old China, the changes of China under Communism, and 
a divided China, with "Free China" transferred to the Island of Taiwan 
(Formosa). The power of the Gospel, loyalty under persecution, heroism 
of missionaries and new converts, the superstition and degeneration of heath­
enism are· some of the facets of this book. Incidentally, the book also gives 
some insight into the history and government of China during the last half­
century. Although at points the account moves slowly, the reader will be 
rewarded with a deeper concern for one-fourth of the world's population­
the Chinese. 

Arthur E. Graf 

THE CHOSEN PEOPLE: A Narrative History of the Israelites. By 
Osborne Booth. The Bethany Press, St. Louis, 1959. 264 p. 
Cloth. $4.00. 

The book claims to have been written "for the average reader who 
would like to know something of the commonly accepted results of devout 
scholarship" in the field of Old Testament studies. And, indeed, it does bring 
the history of the Israelites richly interlaced with the well-known theories 
and findings of higher critics, so much so, that the reader will perhaps seri­
ously question the adjective "devout," qualifying "scholarship." To begin 
the main text by saying simply: "Jesus was a Jew" (page 15) and to pro­
ceed by rejecting the supernatural or miraculous in all of history, certainly 
could not be called "devout." Furthermore, to judge every part of the Old 
Testament on the basis of materialistic and philosophic theories, etc., is schol­
arship of a kind, but not Biblical. For example: "As the fossil of a sea crea­
ture in a broken bit of limestone can reveal many variant items of informa­
tion about some past geological age, so this one story of Jephthah opens a 
Window on the religious practices of ancient Israel. First there was the recog-
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nition of Chemosh, god of the Ammonites . . ." The author here quotes 
the statement of Jephthah: "Will you not possess what Chemosh your god 
gives you to possess?" This argumentum ad hominem used by Jephthah is 
cited to prove that Jephthah recognized Chemosh as a real god, a rival to 
Jephthah's own national god. 

Another example of the way in which Biblical history is treated, even 
in minor items, appears in connection with the statement about Abishag the 
Shunamite: "She bore him no children." The Bible tells why not, but the 
author of this book thinks that this girl was given to David to test his fer­
tility because: "Some religions of the ancient Orient required fertility of the 
king and queen to insure fertility of the fields." For these and other insights 
the author thanks his teachers. The reviewer still believes that there is one 
great Teacher who leads us into all truth, also into the Old Testament truths. 

Martin J. Naumann 
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