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Book Reviews 
THE EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE GALATIANS. By R. A. Cole. 

The Tyndale Press, London, 1965. 188 pages. Cloth. $3.25. 

Prof. Cole, the author of this commentary, was formerly a member 
of the staff at Trinity College in Dublin and Oak Hill Theological College, 
London. He also taught at Moore Theological College in Sydney, Australia. 
At present he is a missionary with the Overseas Missionary Fellowship 
of the China Inland Mission and is working in Malaysia. His volume 
on Galatians is the second which he has contributed to the Tyndale 
series. 

In his Preface the author speaks of the letter to the Galatians as "a 
statement of Paul's Gospel which is also that of the Church universal" 
and characterizes it as "spiritual dynamite." In his Introduction the 
author gives fair, adequate and objective treatment to the usual critical 
questions involved in a study of the epistle. For instance, he examines 
the North and South Galatian theories fairly and comes to the conclusion 
that "It seems likely that the letter was written to the Christians of the 
southern cities." 

The treatment given the epistle in the commentary proper is thorough 
and scholarly. Wherever difficulties occur in the text, the author recog­ 
nizes them and acknowledges them as such, e.g., whether Titus was 
circumcized or not. In our estimation the author has avoided the two 
extremes of excessive detail and of insufficient treatment of the text. 
Another strength of the commentary is that it is not unduly technical 
with adequate treatment nevertheless being given all pertinent problems. 
For those unacquainted with the Greek language, Greek words have been 
transliterated into English. 

In summary, Cole's Galatians is based on solid Biblical scholarship. 
It is a good commentary and we recommend it. Pastors will want to 
have it on their shelves alongside other commentaries on St. Paul's "cry 
for Christian freedom." 

George Dolak 

THE EPISTLES OF PETER. A Study Manual. By Elvis E. Cochrane. 
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 1965. 96 pages. Paper. $1.50. 

The study manual on the epistles of Peter by E. C. Cochrane grew 
out of lectures to college classes and a Bible class. Its purpose therefore 
is not to offer a lengthy critical and technical commentary on every 
single verse of the epistles. Sections are discussed briefly with emphasis 
on important points. The interpretation is based on the original text 
and significant Greek words are transliterated for the ordinary reader. 
The author's viewpoint may be described as conservative. The manual 
contains a number of fine statements on such subjects as: the Petrine 
authorship of the epistles, Christ the foundation of the Church, the 
agreement of Peter and Paul on justification, the impossibility of another 
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chance of salvation after death, the inspiration of Scripture, Christ as  
the substitute for sinners. Concerning destructive higher criticism the 
author states: "Destructive, critical scholarship is not one whit higher or 
more intelligent than evangelical scholarship" (p. 70) .  

On the other hand the following conclusions and views of the author 
should be noted. Concerning St. Peter the author concludes: "He did 
not even possess the insight sufficient to understand deep spiritual things 
of Paul, 2 Peter 3:15-16" (p. 13) .  In his discussion of 1 Peter 3:18-19 
the author seems to prefer the interpretation that the "spirits" mentioned 
are not disembodied spirits but human beings and that the passage 
therefore applies to the preaching of the Holy Spirit through Noah to 
the antediluvian world (pp. 51-52). I t  is true he does not advance this 
view dogmatically since he regards this passage as  one of the most per- 
plexing statements of the New Testament. He also sees a connection 
between this passage and 4:16. The author sees no reference to  indi- 
viduals in the term "elect" in I, 1 : l  and introduces a quotation with 
apparent approval that "election does not carry with it the final salvation 
of the individual" (p. 20).  Finally, in writing of baptism I, 1:21 and 
alluding to Romans 6 : 3  he declares: "The water represents in each of 
these figures the evil life which we leave behind. It does not express 
the instrument through which we receive the grace of God" (p. 52).  

Nevertheless, for a rapid review of the epistles of St. Peter the dis- 
criminating reader will find helpful material in this study manual. 

George Dolak 

THEOLOGIANS O F  OUR TIME. A. W. Hastings and E. Hastings (eds.). 
T. & T. Clark, Edinburgh, 1966. 224 pages. Paper. 16 shillings net. 

This volume contains a reprint of a series of articles that appeared 
in The Expository Times between 1962-65 under the caption: "Theologians 
of Our Time." Each well known author was designated the assignment of 
writing an appreciation of a contemporary theologian whom he greatly 
admired. 

I n  the preface the editors state that  the volume does not claim "to 
include all theologians who have made contributions of special importance 
to  theological thought in our time, but we cannot pretend that  the list 
is complete, or that i t  includes all the names we should have liked to 
include." 

Altogether twenty-one theologians are discussed. From Great Britain 
the following were chosen: John Oman, John Baillie, Donald Baillie, 
C. H. Dodd, Vincent Taylor and Thomas Manson. From the European 
continent the selection includes: Karl Heim, Karl Barth (his position 
today), Emil Brunner, Rudolf Bultmann, Oscar Cullmann, Joachim 
Jeremias, Karl Rahner, Heinz Schiirmann, Friedrich Rehkoph, Ernest 
Klsemann, and Gtinther Bornkamm. Scandinavia is represented by 
Gustav Aulen and Anders Nygren. Those from the United States include 
Reinhold Niebuhr, Paul Tillich and John Knox. 

In this volume the order differs from the original series, otherwise 
the articles are substantially the same. I t  should be noted that the 



article on Reinhold Niebuhr by President John C. Bennett, published 
by the Seabury Press, was not a part of the original series. The average 
length of these appreciations is about nine or ten pages. The twenty-one 
theologians chosen are either New Testament scholars or systematicians, 
not one Old Testament scholar was deemed worthy of inclusion. 

The book will be welcomed by those readers of The Ezpository Times 
who desire to have the articles together in convenient form, or by those 
who would like to become acquainted with the life and theological con- 
tributions of some of the outstanding theological minds of the twentieth 
century. 

Raymond F. Burburg 

LIGHT FROM THE ANCIENT EAST. By Adolf Deissmann. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, 1965. 535 pages. $7.95. 

Another in Baker's great Limited Editions Library is the reprint of 
Deissmann's great work, Erst published i n  1908. The present edition is 
the 1923 translation, however. 

This is  one of the truly important and great works produced on the 
subject of the language of the New Testament. I t  was quite revolutionary 
when i t  first appeared, with its suggestions that the language of the New 
Testament was not something esoteric and specially concocted just for 
the New Testament, but was actually the common and ordinary language 
of the day. Today we take this as  something very commonplace and 
beyond debate. Nevertheless i t  is interesting to read of the instances 
which Deissmann has discovered to corroborate his point. 

The book is old and in some ways out of date, but i t  blazed a great 
and now universally travelled trail. There is still a storehouse of useful 
and important material on the language and Sitz im LeBen of the New 
Testament. You will enjoy it. 

J .  A. 0. Preus 

THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST. By John F. Walvoord. Moody 
Press, Chicago, 1966. 347 pages. $5.95. 

Dr. Walvoord is president of Dallas Theological Seminary and editor 
of Bibliotheca sacra. He has given to us a practical and usable com- 
mentary on the most difficult book in the Bible. 

As one would expect from Moody Press, the book is strongly premil- 
lennarian, and the Lutheran reader will not be particularly pleased with 
this aspect of the commentary. However, there is a very fine intro- 
ductory portion in which the author gives several of the current views 
as to the interpretation of the Book of Revelation. His views on isagogical 
mztters are largely conservative. Very little use is made of the Greek 
text, and the work will not appeal strongly to pastors who love and use 
their Greek Testaments. However, the millennialistic element is so  
strong that we do not predict heavy sales for the volume in Lutheran 
circles. Used with care, i t  will have some value for our clergy. 

J .  A. 0. Preus 



Book Reviews 49 

I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH. By Emil J. Kraeling. Rand McNally. 
New York and Chicago, 1965. 320 pages. $3.95. 

This is a popular and popularly priced fictionalized account of the 
life of Paul. Written primarily from the standpoint of belief, yet the 
novel has Paul spending part of his time among the Essenes, is weak on 
the conversion, and in general failed to do much to or for this reviewer. 
Perhaps there is a place for such books. They remind me of Hollywood 
religious movies. And they don't do much to or for me either. 

J .  A. 0. Preus 

THE STUDY OF THE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS: NEW APPROACHES AND 
OUTLOOKS. By Cardinal Augustin Bea. English Version edited by 
Joseph A. Fitzmeyer. S. J. Harper and Row, New York, 1965. 95 
pages. Cloth. $2.75. 

We heartily recommend this to our readers as the best treatment of 
a complicated and often little understood subject that we have en- 
countered. Cardinal Bea deals with the subjects of the Synoptic Problem, 
Form Criticism, the relation of the divine and the human in the forma- 
tion of the Scripture, and the attitude of the Roman Church on these 
subjects, and he does so in a manner which will arouse our admiration 
both for his limpid thought as  well as his solid theological position. He 
has done a better job in less pages, with less jargon, and more light on 
the subject than anyone we know. Read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest it. It will solve many problems in our own church. 

Taking as the basis for his discussion the "Instruction concerning the 
historical truth of the Gospels," a document prepared by the Pontifical 
Biblical Commission in 1964 and printed i~ L'osservatore romano for May 
14 of that year, Cardinal Bea proceeds to discuss the historicity of the 
Synoptic Gospels first from the human point of view, and second from 
the viewpoint of the historical character of these Gospels considered as 
inspired writings. And he manages to do both very well. He points 
out that what is lacking in so much of our theologizing today, including 
that in our own Lutheran church, a clear definition of inspiration and 
inerrancy. He defines both concepts. He does, what this reviewer has 
long contended can and should be done, namely, to hold to the fact that  
the Bible is a human book, written by men in their own setting in time, 
yet also a divine book, inspired by God and as such without error. Cardinal 
Bea even allows for the possibility of 1:-ternry sourcss for some of the 
Gospels, but he does not thereby deny their totally divine character and 
verbal inspiration. He gives an excellent aud objective analysis of Form 
Criticism and its strengths and weaknesses. Read this book. It will help 
you i n  an area of a difficult problem. 

J. A. 0. Preus 

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. By R. B. Rackham. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, 1964. 524 pages. Cloth. $6.95. 
Baker Book House has been publishing what it calls its Limited 

Editions Library, a reprint of old and out-of-print classics in various 



areas of theology. Rackham's great commentary on Acts is one in this 
series. First published in 1901, the book is aimed a t  both clergy and 
educated laity alike. I t  will serve both. 

Rackham gives the usual introductory material relative to the book. 
He holds to the Lukan authorship, which i n  his day was under more 
attack than a t  present. He also holds to the unity of the work. He has 
a valuable section on the theology of Acts, which would add greatly to 
the resources of those interested in such matters as New Testament T h e  
ology. His material on the Church and Ministry is also helpful. 

All in all, for those men who do not possess a good, solid commentary 
on the Book of Acts, here may be what you are looking for. We have 
seen much poorer works. 

J .  A. 0. Preus 

EZEKIEL: PROPHECY OF HOPE. By Andrew W. Blackwood, J r .  
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 1965. 274 pages. Cloth. $4.50. 

The son of Andrew Blackwood, Sr. of Princeton Seminary fame here 
essays to give a thorough commentary on the book of Ezekiel. His 
presentation of the content is  clear and lucid. The commentary en- 
deavors to make the message of Ezekiel relevant to our times. I t  is  
the author's hope that teachers and students will appreciate the volume 
as a clear guide to the understanding of one of the more difficult books 
of the Scriptures. 

Blackwood has consulted the standard commentaries on Ezekiel i n  
English and he often utilizes their insights in his verse by verse com- 
mentary. He also states that he has found much help from the rabbinic 
writings of the Mishna and Talmud. The commentaries of Rashi and 
Kimchi were especially helpful. In his foreward the author acquaints 
the reader with the difficulties and problems that confront the interpreter 
and the student of Ezekiel. In  opposition to Irwin and Torrey, Black- 
wood holds that the prophet Ezekiel wrote a report of his visions and 
dramatic parables. The author believes that an unknown disciple collected 
Ezekiel's writings and assembled them into the form now found in the 
Bible today. He rejects the views of many critics "who envision a long 
series of editors, most of whom were blundering oafs (p. 15)" He 
has no sympathy with Dr. Irwin who allows 273 verses to Ezekiel, with 
Dr. Hijlscher who concedes the prophet 170 verses, and with Dr. Torrey 
who permits none. For Blackwood the book of Ezekiel is part of the 
Holy Bible which is the written Word of God. 

The author approaches the book not from a viewpoint of "textual. 
grammatical or historical study, but as  the living Word of God, whose 
thoughts are not always easily understood" (p. 18). In  the body of the 
exposition Blackwood bypasses the critical questions in order to con- 
centrate upon the spiritual, a procedure unusual in commentaries today 
but which he believes has merit. 

Blackwood claims that the book of Ezekiel is difficult, obscure, tan- 
talizing and in places "disgusting," but nevertheless it  contains a message 
which twentieth century man needs just as much as the Hebrew exiles 
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did. He believes that there is no part of the Old Testament that speaks 
more directly to man's spiritual problems than does the message of 
Ezekiel. "The central message filling the prophecy is that faith in  God, 
confronting squarely every horror of the present darkness, still l o o h  
into the future with hope" (p. 38).  

The message of hope is found especially in chapters beginning with 
33 through 39, although here and there chapters 1-32 also contain state- 
ments of hope. Rightly Blackwood asserts that chapters 33-37 are some 
of the finest in the book, giving deep theological insights. Chapter 37 
with its valley of dry bones is a prophecy of the restoration of Israel to 
the Promised Land, and does not directly concern the Christian belief 
in eternal life. The Ideal Shepherd to come in chapter 34:23-31 is the 
Messiah. The figure of Gog in Chapters 38-39. he interprets "as every 
force of evil that is marshalled against God." Whether or not Ezekiel 
had an historical personage in mind, Blackwood believes is immaterial. 
He does not identify the land of Magog. Chapters 40-48, the blue print 
for the restored land and Temple, he does not interpret literally as dis- 
pensationalists do, but rather as a literal description of a millennia1 state 
of affairs. 

One of the strong points of the commentary is  the employment of 
the principle that Scripture interprets Scripture. To some readers the 
parallels drawn between Ezekiel's time and the present will seem far 
fetched. 

While the reviewer does not find himself in agreement with all the 
interpretations given, he nevertheless is convinced that pastors and stu- 
dents will be helped in their efforts to comprehend the message of one 
of the strangest figures of Old Testament prophecy. Ezekiel does have 
a message of hope for these dark and critical days of our time. 

Raymond F.  Rurburg 

THE BIBLICAL WORLD. A DICTIONARY OF BIBLICAL ARCHAE- 
OLOGY. Edited by Charles F. Pfeiffer. Consulting editors: E. Leslie 
Carlson, Claude F. A. Schaeffer and J. A. Thompson. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, 1966. 612 pages. Cloth. $8.95. 

The publishers of this volume claim that i t  is  the first dictionary of 
Biblical archaeology made available to Bible students. More than forty 
scholars have contributed articles to this readable, informative and edu- 
cational volume. I t  presents the findings of Biblical archaeology to the 
reader in convenient and usable form. 

In  The Biblical World archaeology of both the Old and the New 
Testament is covered. There are comprehensive articles on archaeology, 
the major archaeologists, and the organizations supporting archaeological 
endeavors (e.g., Albright, Kenyon, Glueck, American Schools of Oriental 
Research and Ecole Biblique). The reader will find articles on the major 
texts and literature unearthed by the archaeologist's spade (e.g., The 
Baal Epic, Book of the Dead, Descent of Ishtar, Gilgamesh Epic). There 
are articles on ancient cities and excavated sites (e.g., Jericho, Ai, Caper- 
naum, Damascus, Ur and Babylon). The life and customs of Biblical 








































