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TILE % o ~ D ' E R V A N  PICTORIAL BIBLE ATLAS. Edited by  E .  M. Blaik- 

lock. Zondervan Publishing fIouse, Grand Rapids, 1969. 491 pages. 

Cloth. $9.95. 

Stl1de1lt.s of  the  Bible have  been presented with a number of excellent 
i,terpretat.ive lielps in  t he  form of historical Biblical geographies. The 
test  of t h i s  volume! was prepared by highly capable scholars who describe 
Biblical people  and  everlts ill chrorlological order and provide the reader 

an  accurate historical set t ing for Bible study. The volume is at t rac-  
t i ve ly  p r i n t e d  contaillillg 220 pictures showing geography of Bible lands 
and al.cllr~eological discoveries in color. The  atlas also has 85 color maps 
tljat. ac(:uI.ately trace the niovenlents of people and nations, plus a number 
of 'rrans-Visjon o.irer.lay maps of the lands of t he  Biblical world. 

'rile editol* is the emeri tus professor of classics of the University 
C,oll(:ge. ~ ~ c k l a . ~ i d ,  New Zcaland. Professor D. R. Bowes, senior lecturer 
i l l  geology i n  t he  University of Glasgow has  wri t ten the articles on geology, 
together wi th  J .  M. Houston, university lecturer iri geography a t  Oxford. 
F. F. )]l.~l(:e, ~ ) ro fe s so r  of Biblical criticis111 a t  t he  University of Manchester, 
h a s  c c l l l t r i b ~ ~ t e d  a number of articles. Among American contributors a r e  
J .  Rart.on f-'ayne and Merrill C. Tenney of t he  Tlrheaton Graduate Scllool of 
~ l ~ e o l o g y .  I?. K .  Harrison, professor of Old Testament at Wycliffe College, 
( ,~riiversity of Toronto has wri t ten the chapters  t reat ing of the  historical 
geograyl ty  o f  t he  Old Testament,  beginning with the early chapters of 
(.;c~icsis up t i l l  Elellenistic tirnes. Professor E. A. Judge of Macquarie 
Ln ivers i ty ,  Sydney,  Austral ia  continues with the  history of t he  Old Testa- 
ment. t i l l  New Testament times. 

The  vo lume  has  four appendices on t h e  cities of the Bible, archaeology 
and  the Bible, t he  languages of the Bible, a n d  the geology of the Bible. 
The I)ook beg ins  with a n  ar t icle  t ha t  gives "A Geographica! Background 
to 1.hc Riblc! Lands." Apar t  from these chapters, the  volume in  the main 
is a h i s to ry  o f  Biblical events with special s tress  on their  geographical 
,2Sl,ect.s. A t  t he  proper place there a re  also included chapters on the  
.4ssvl.ians, t h e  Babylonians, t he  Persian Empire ,  the Hellenistic Empires, 
a.lld Rome. Much of the? material  is not  new, although the  authors en- 
deavored to y resent  their material  as up-to-date a s  possible. 

With a n u m b e r  of different  writers contr ibuting to this at las  it is not 
surpris ing t h a t  now and  then  tha t  contributors should have differences 
uf  opinion. A s  a n  example, Dr. Houston claims "that contrary to previous 
views, t h a t  t h e  great  r iver  valleys of Egypt  and  Mesopotamia were the  
environment where  man first passed from the  stage of the  pastoral nomad 

( h a t  of t h e  farmer,  it is more likely th is  took glace first in Palestine 
(P 1 5 )  ." D r .  Harr i son  asser t s  something different when he  wrote: "The 
most casual  reading of t he  early chapters of Genesis indicates that  the  
Zeoh'raphical se t t ing  for the  earliest activities of mankind was an  area  
dolninated b y  two great  rivers, the Tigris and  the Euphrates.  Toynbee's 



famous theory of the river origins of human cultur'es finds cogent illus- 
trations here (p.  3 8 )  ." 

One of the chapters t ha t  many students will find useful is the  one 
tha t  treats of the cities of the Old and New Testament (35 pages) ,  written 
by Rlaiklock, Judge and Payne. In  contrast to the Old Testament where 
cities do not dominate the scene, the New Testament s tory shows many 
cities playing an important role. 

The utility of tho atlas is enhanced by an index of Biblical passages 
quoted and by an  index and gazetteer listing inlportant places, people 
and events. Aniong the 220 pictures used in this atlas a r e  pictures which 
so far have not appeared in any  other volume. The  aerial  views of Susa,  
the Euphrates River-, the Sinai  Peninsula and Anathotli have only become 
available in recent years. Xot a11 photographs are  a s  clear as they might  
he. 

This Biblical help should aid students of the Bible to understand 
better and correctly the historical and geographical da t a  of the  Sacred 
Writings of Christianity. 

IZayrtzond F.  Su?-!)urq 

THE STRATEGIC GRASP O F  THE BIBLE. By J.  Sidlow Baxter. Zon- 
dervan Publishing E-Iouse, Grand Rapids, 1970. 405 pages. Cloth. $6.95. 

This is Dr. Baxter's first major book since publication of h i s  six 
volume magnum opus, Ez1)lore the Book, which contains much useful 
material for the pastor and Bible teacher. It was intended as a n  ex- 
haustive and mc?aty colnlnentary on the sixty-six books of the  Scriptures. 
Systematically and understandingly, this  commentary was  intended to 
give a thorough grounding in the Scriptures. The Strategic Grasp o f  the 
B i b l e  might be termed a Biblical hermeneutics, and a s tudy of th is  volume 
will help Lutheran users of Explore the Book to understand some of the 
interpretations that  cannot be accepted by Lutheran theologians and 
Christians. I n  fact,, all those Protestants who do not accept the dispensa- 
tional system of hermeneutics will also join those Lutherans  who cannot 
accept a number of the basic interpretative principles enunciated by  Dr. 
naxter .  

Dr. Baxter, l ike many other students of the Bible, holds t h a t  the 
Bible is a marvel of structural design. P a r t  One of his book deals with 
the "architecture of the Bible." I n  the forward the  author  asserted:  

I n  our study of the Bible we need a perspective alertness to those 
critical factors, figures, pronouncements, turning-points, which have 
a pivotal or crucial relationship to the  rest of wri t ten revelation; so 
that  by recognizing their  strategic importance we may  the  more ably 
"grasp" the message of the Bible a s  a whole, and the  more effectively 
"get i t  over" to the people of our own day. 

We heartily agree with the author when he states: 



Nuch as I believe i n  freedom of interpretation, I aver that Protestant 
Christianity in general will never regain its lost initiative and  dynamic 
force until there is a re-avowed T!NIrI'Y O F  CONVICTION that  the  
Ilible, solely, and wholly, is the  plenarily inspired, inerrant, and utterly 
authoritative WORD O F  G01:) ( p .  8 ) .  

FXe rejects the dest.ructive conclusions of liberal Biblical critics and points 
ou t  the impossibility of those who have not been born from above to be able 
to understand and  believe the t ru ths  of Scripture. The illumination of 
t h e  Bible by  the  Holy S ~ i r i t  is a pr imary prerequisite for any person who 
would understand the revelation tha t  God has given mankind in the 
canonical Scriptures. 

Among the structural  wonders is  the  use of the numbers seven and 
ten.  Here unfortunately, 13axter puts forth data  which are not true and 
conclusions based on ten occurrences or  the  use of ten leads to fanciful con- 
clusions. 

Part  Two deals with dispensational principles. Here a re  set forth 
the  hermeneutics of the Scolield Xeference Bible which have been and must 
be continued to  be rejected by those interested in a sound and reliable 
system of Biblical hermeneutics. According to Baxter the Old Dispensa- 
t ion was characterized by Law and the  New Testament by the Gospel. The 
discontinuity of t h e  Old Testament Church with that  of the New Testament 
is  taught thus failing to appreciate the t r u e  nature of the both Testaments. 
Those interested in  a clear presentation of the major differences between 
millennialis~n a n d  dispensationalisnl a s  a syste111 of interpretation and 
anlillennia.lism as a hernieneutical ~nethodology will find a clear discus- 
sion on pages 191-206. 

Not only the  Old Testament Scriptures are  affected by dispensational- 
ism, but also the  interpretation of the  Gospels, the Book of Acts, the 
Catholic Epistles and the Apocalypse. 

l?a.y?non& F.  Surburg 

I S  THE BIBLE A HUMAN BOOK? Edited by Wayne E. Ward and Joseph 
Green, Broadman Press, Nashville, 1970. 159 pages. Cloth. $3.50. 

In this volunle fifteen Baptist leaders speak out about the nature of 
t h e  Bible. Eight of the writers a r e  pastors of influential Baptist churches 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. Five  are  theological professors, one 
is  the former president of the Southern Baptist Convention and one the 
director of evangelism of the Baptist Home Mission Board. The book cover 
clainls that  these fifteen authors represent a cross section of recognized 
Baptist leaders who obviously felt the  great  need to counteract concepts 
of the Holy Scriptures that  they consider erroneous and incorrect. 

This volume is  said to have grown ou t  of recent discussions in South- 
ern  Baptists circles about the nature  of the Bible. Each contribution 
averages about 1 2  pages. The topics t h a t  a re  presented here have been 
in  the forefront of Christian thinking in the last  decades. The thrust  of 
t h e  book is to  emphasize the humanitz~ of the Bible. A number of the 



contributors argue for errors  aud lnistakes in  the 13ible. The readers a re  
assnred that  all cont,ributors were convinced of the ''unicluc? divine author- 
ity of the Rible." 1;)espite this centra.1 conviction t h e  reader  is told tha t  
the contributors did not agree among the~riselves pertaining to their under- 
standing 21s Lo what, actua.11~ was involved in  the divine aut.hority of the 
Rible. Various essays aIso discuss the cluestions as to how portions o f  
the Bible should be jnterpreted. The question of Biblical history is dis- 
cussed hy Professor Iloneycutt, professor of Old Testament., of h'lidwestern 
Theological Seininary. He takes a 1nediati:lg position between those who 
deny the essential histority of the biblical record and those who "Iiteral- 
ly interpret almost. every narrative, regardless of i t s  l i terary type-assuming 
that  the whole of the Bible was wri t ten with the  same rat ior~ale a n d  
guiding methodology as a news account in the lllorning paper" (z). 6 6 ) .  
Regarding thc New Testament narrative Professor Honeycutt c l a i~ns  t h a t  
t.herc seems t,o be no  reason to deny the essential historicity of the  Christ- 
event,. At  the sariie time he indicates t ha t  not everythilig needs to b e  
accepted as portrayed hecause we do not have ''a day-by-day report by a 
stenographer." He claims that wt? cannot accept every detail of t h e  
Exodus, captivity, or deeds of Jesus. If h e  means tha t  not  everything h a s  
been recorded for 13iblical readers, the reviewer would agree, but i f  
IToneycutt is suggesting tha t  all the data t ha t  have been giver1 us are  n o t  
reliable, then he \vould enter  a s trong demurrer .  The  la t te r  is tht? position 
of the run of the mill neo-orthodox critical Biblical scholar.  According to 
l'rofessor Ward of the Southern 13aptist Theological Seminary the opening 
chapters of Genesis are  not straightforward historical narrat ives like t h e  
records of the kings of Jndah and Israel,  or  even the  accounts of t h e  
l~atr iarchs,  or  the Exodus, or  the crucifixion of Christ. 

A reading of this volulnc will show tha t  great  theological changes 
have occurred in  [lie most conservative group of Baptists in  the world. 
There was a time when The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and The 
Southern Haptist Convention were referred to  as  two major  church bodies 
who defended the reliability and the teachings of the Riblt:, holding t h e  
EibIo t,o be unique!. Rut  alas! this is no  longer the case. This reviewer 
wonders whether this  book was not wri t ten to answer the  book of t h e  
current  president W. A. Criswell of the Southern Baptist Convention who a 
year ago l~uhlished the volume, TY7z.y P?.ench !llhat the 13ible I S  1,iteralZz~ 
l'?.tcs (I?roxdmnn. 1969).  

Raymoncl P. S.~crbul-g 

PEOPLE 017 TI,IE LORD. Uy Harry  M. Buck. The  MacMillan Company, 
New York, 1966.  653 pages. Cloth. $8.95. 

Introductions to the Old Testament a r e  dime-a-dozen and general ly 
represent two types; popular and general o r  critical and  detailed. Eve ry  
t ime another  volume appears on the  market ,  the initial scrut iny is a 
survey of the  ~nethodology or  approach. If there is any  divergence f rom 

the previous introductions, at best it is representative of a personal or 
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indi\.iclualisLic fo r :na t .  P e r l l a p ~  fo r  most. L L U ~ ~ I O ~ ' , ? .  t he  ~l(;c?d r.0 produce or 
s h a r e  the i r  d i s t inc t ive  allproitch to  t h e  solution of the  problenls preyelant  

to Old Testanlent.  stl-tdies i s  r eason  enoligtl for  wr i t ing .  Hoxv\:e\ler. l ~ n l e s s  
a volume is ;l.ble t o  p~,o\- ide  t h e  rcade~.  n i t l i  (.he latest discoveries of pnleo- 
graphic  e\:ide~ic.e t:hai g r o ~ i d e s  s ignif icant  ins ights  to  l inyi~is t ical  problems, 
ilistorical a n d  cull.ura.1 e ~ i d e r i c e  t h a ~  c:larifies previous c~lljecLurc.ci 01. 
theories of t h c  ancieul. societies.  and silnilal.ilic?s a.~rd differences in l,he 
u n d e r s t a n d i ~ ~ g  0 1  ~.e l ig io~ :s  pract ices  of related cu1tnl .e~.  the\- add l i t t le t o  
one's ~inderst,:li:ding of t h e  O l d  T c s t a ~ n e n t  c s c e l ~ ~ :  anol;her ?net,llodologi.cal 
a p l ~ r o a c h .  

T h e  a u t h o ~ .  develoys his s u r v e y  of t h e  Old 'l 'estar~lent \\.it11 t h e  thesis  
1:ha.~ t h e  Old 'l.'est.an~ent gren7 out. of 11unl:in h i s to ry  and  gl.e\v up i n  a 

par t icular  111at,rjs of l l ~ i n l a ~ i  lhought .  I t  is n o n s e n ~ e  to 1.1.y 1.0 111lde1.stand 
i t  alv11.1. f1.on1 hist,or!; 01-  l o  impose a1if.n t l ~ o u g h l  for'~ns o n  i t .  Therefore ,  
t h e  quest ior~ t l la t  lleeds a s k i n g  and a ~ i s \ ~ e r i n g  i s  noi; "\Vh;lt  l?apl)e~led?" 
l?ut "'iVhy were  these  s ~ o l . i e s  ~.cnlelllbcl.ed in t h e  form i n  whicll \\:e -1ind 
r.hem'!" ''\\Thy d i d  lle I'ellort i t  a s  h e  d i d ?  W h a t  was h i s  t.heolo,yical posi- 
tioli? J:Io\v I I L L I C ~  did hc  know a.bou1 i t ?  What  did tile 1.epeLit.ioll of t h e  
~larrativc-:  d o  fo r  t h c  c o ~ n ~ n u n i t y  of IPI'FLC~'!': I f  j.llese (jllt:'sr,jo~ll; a r e  kep t  
i n  rilind, thcn  o n e  will consistei~t.I?: p e r ~ ~ ~ i t ,  thc: llistori[.:al sit.nations tcj 
shape tho  u n d e ~ . s t a n d i n g  of' n 1)articulal' ieporl.. h e  w i l l  search for i111.el.- 
cult.ural rela.t,ionships a n d  jilfluerlces, a n d  h e  will obscbr.\rt! Ihe  disti l lctive 
unders tand ing  o r  al)plication of these  foi-ces on t h e  r ~ l i g i o l l s  j)l.ilc~jces i ~ n d  
espl'essions o f  t h e  ])eople who recorded 1;1le111. Buck  apl)roacl~es  (.his annly- 
s i s  dil ' '~~:~ent.ly fl.0111 m o s t  in t roduct ions  1.0 t.11t: Old Tes ta l i~cn t .  IVithin a 
diac111.onic Cl.anlewor.k, h e  c i tes  1:l.le specific. corltcsl,s ~ x l . l . i ~ l c n t  t c ~  the 
I~istoi'ical s i t u ; ~ ~ . i o n  a n d  tie\-(-:lops a.u u n d ~ r s r : ~ n d i n g  of tha t  silvtation on 
thc  basis o f  11i.s i ~ ~ t c r g r e t a t i o l i  of 1.liosc coi1lesf.s: constnntlp b ~ , i l ~ g i n g  i n t o  
focns t h e  infillellce of t h e  adjacent; cultures.  A s  a visual aid.  I!e includes 
ntlnlel-011s photos  o i  a r l i f a c t , ~  a n d  geographically sigriificar~t sites. To  ass i s t  
the reader  \vi i . l~  ;I s t r u c t u r e  !'or ca.talog1.1jn~ 11-le mu1 Liplcs facts o r  details,. 
h e  s111>plies a ~ i u l l ~ b c j .  of 11sefu1 chronological tables.  'I'hc appcndis. includes 
a det.ailcd b i l ~ l i o g ~ ~ i ~ i ~ l i i c  irides. 

l:hc vallle of th i s  v o l u ~ n e  centers  in t11c n l ~ t h o r ' s  nbili1.y L o  write  i n  a 
free.  lucid s t y l e  wir.ho~lt, quo t ing  c u m b c r s o ~ n c  del.~.il a i ~ d  i)r~esuj~positiorl;11 
ar~i.lrnenl.s. The jl luminatinn of t h e  "t11r:n" is el'fcctivcly lncuscd th rough  
[.he lens of t h e  his tor ical .  c u l t u r a l ,  a n d  religious forccs t;;ilt shapc~d  a n d  
shared t,l~c:. pr.esent ~.c-:c:ord o f  t h e  people of t h e  T,nrd. w i t h o i ~ t  t h o  i )~.~lh~l . ' ! ;  
1,ersonal bias  inter12reting I.hat. record to say  wha t  hc wnnt.cd i t  1.0 say .  

KE\\: D1IIECTIC)NS TN BIBLICAI., ARCHAEOLOGY. Edited b y  Ilavicl 
Koel Fl ,eedman ancl J o n a s  C. Greenfield. I lonbleday & Clompany. Knc., 

C;arden City! S c w  j-ork,  ,1969. 1 9 1  pages. (::loth. 85.35. 

O n  March 1 4 - 1 6 ,  1966 a Sym1)osium on Bibl ical  hrctiacolog): v n s  hclrl 

in the San F r a n c i s c o  Bay Area under the joint. sponsor.c;hi~) Of the Ilepart- 



merit of N e a r  East.ern Languages of the IJniversity of California a t  Berke- 
ley and the  Biblical studies faculties of tho Graduate Theological Union 
of Berkeley and Sax1 Francisco Theological Se1ninar.y of S;LI~ Anselmo. The 
following were the speakers: Professor William I?. Albright (John I-Iopkins 
(Jniversity ) , Dr. Yohnnan Aharoni (I-Iebre~v Univers i ty) ,  Dr. Rloshe 
Dotlian (Israel  Ilopartnlent of Antiquities and Museum),  Professor M. 
Cross, Jr .  (FInrvard I:niversity) , Dr. Trude Ilothan (Hebrew Universi ty) ,  
and  l'rofessor G .  Ernst. Wright  (Harva rd  University).  

Drs. 3Ioshe I h t h a n ,  Trude  Dothan and Yohanan Aharoni  were invited 
I~ecauso in 1966 they were involved in excavations a t  Ashdod a n d  Arad 
respectively. Specialists in  the Old Testament will welcolne this  volume 
hecause i t  will keep them abreast of developnlenis in a science where 
constantly new discoveries a re  being made and where ou r  understanding 
of the Near East is being enlarged each year as the  resul t  of numerous 
excavatioris and t.hc discussions of t he  new data in periodicals, monographs 
and books. Most of the  contributors of this  volume a r e  field archaeologists. 
Quite fittingly t h e  lead article i11 the  book is written by  Professor Albright 
to whose insights and contributions to Palestinian archaeology the  ljiblical 
student is greatly indebted. In his contribution, "The Impact  of Biblical 
Archaeology," the former John Hopkins professor answers h i s  critics who 
in recent years have become vocal in their criticism of him. Albright 
warns against  the danger of arguing from analogy a s  he has  done in a 
previous volun~e. A wrong use of analogy, as cited by Alhright,  was 
Wellhausen's refusal to use the results of t h e  deciphernlent of Egyptian and 
Rabylonian cuneifornl and  instead employed Islamic Arabic life a s  the 
basis for  reconstruction of early nomadic life. 

The Israelite arc:haeologist Dothan reports on the Phil is t ine city of 
hshdod, telling of pottery which may  belong to the  Phil is t ines who  came 
with the first wave of Sea People to Ashdod. At Arad, i n  the  Negev, the 
1-Iebrew archaeologist Aharoni, reveals how he found a n  Israel i te  sanctu- 
a ry ,  which nlay clarify some obscure feature of Solonion's teniple. The 
Arad tenigle is the  first Israelite temple ever found, which seems to  have 
heen bnilt in t h e  tenth century and destroyed in connection with Josiah's 
religious refonnation. The  excavator of Arad believes t h a t  the  temple of 
this city was a temple of Yahweh similar t o  those of Samar ia ,  Bethel, and 
Dan. About one hundred Aramaic ostraca from the  Pers ian  Period and 
about one hundred Hebrew ostraca wero discovered, t h u s  doubling the 
amount of inscriptional material from the  pre-exilic period in  Palestine. 

Papyri from llaliyeh, dat ing from the  fourth century  B.C., fourid in 
1.962, represent a. very significant find a n d  provide an absolute date for 
thc  fourth century I-3.C. Aramaic documents found a t  Daliyeh, a n d  prove 
the  th i rd  century R.C. date of certain Qumran manuscripts.  Proof is also 
available t ha t  the Sanlaritarl Pentateuch did not originate till the 1st 
century H.C. instead of the  fifth century as previously held. T h e  new 
papyri seen1 also to conforni to the statenlent tha t  there was a Sanbaliat 
who lived in thc  fourth centnry B.C. 

Seven articles of the volume deal with the Dead Sea Scrolls. Ijr. Frank 



CI.C.IS. llns gi\ .en a n  a.ccciu1l:, of t . 1 1 ~  eai.1): 1listor.y of ~ h c  Qu1111.an c o ~ u m u n j t y .  
I>],. S k e l i n ~ i  o f  11i(: (,';:rilc>iic: I l l l i \ .ci .s i ly d iscusses  r h e  inil)licat.ions of t h e  
Qiirii~.an ii rids fol. ~ l i i '  Lesi. of t,l:c Old  l'c?s:amcr:L. 1.11, Salt ders w r i t e s  abou t  
t h e  s u i ' ] ~ r i s e s  i'1.11.nishvd b). C:avc> 1 1 .  I)!.. S o e i  F r e e d i n a n  s h o ~ v s  h o w  t h e  
(11 (1 Test : i ~ ~ l e u t :  w a s  i!se(! ar i h c  Qu!ili.an co! i>m~t~i i f ,y .  Dl'. F loyd  F i l son  
disr:usst,s t.hc ~.elal io!~sl; i ;? of Ihc Qil1~1ra.11 disco-i:eries f o r  t h e  New Testa- 
nii.ilt. 'l'hc kI(.bl.e\v a l ' ch ; ! c~o lo~ i s t  Yjgael Y a d i ~ i  descr ihcs  1.he l a t e s t  of 
Qtl1111.an ~ ~ ~ ; l n u s c i . i l ) i  disco\.cr-ic?s i l l .  ' .The T P I ~ I ! ~ ~  Scroll.: '  t h e  longest  of 
a l l  scroi ls  t h u s  fa] '  fci~ilic'l i l l  r h e  Dead S e a  Ca\-es. 1 3 ~ s .  Canlpbci! a n d  Goling 
couc!ude t h e  volurnci ~ v i r h  n " Q ~ i n i r a n  Bib1iogral)hy." T n i s  book  wi l l  he lp  
up-da tc  t h o  1.eadel.s' kno\vledqc! ol: a~.chaoolo:y. 

f < n y ? ) ~ o ~ ~ r l  F. ,Sur?>x7'g 
. . 

THE 01211 TES'1'4hll<ST AN11 . J E S U S  Cl IRIST.  13y (:laus \.\!L.. ' q t c ~ ~ ~ n a r i n  . 
Tr:tnsl;itetl I)v Olil;ir 1Casl:e. A u ~ s b u r ~  Pil!)lishin? Elouse. Minneapol is .  
$0 Payes. l.)ag.el'. 5 2 . 2 5 .  

Sii icc l . 1 1 ~  s econd  cenL1li.y \ \ : l ic~i ;\Ta~.r.ion questio~ic'tlf tilo \-n?ldit.y c ~ f  thi.: 
Old Tes!.a111t?111. f o r  ~11e Cliur.cli, scIio!:~r.s havc a(.[ c'in11ic:t-l l o  p r o ~ i d e  a 
rario~irrl( :  for  t h c  ~ . e i e ~ i L i o u  oC t11e Old 'l'c-:st,a!i7c-:~it. 'J'I1~1.e 11?vt> beer1 two  
est rcrnes. ?'he f irst  1 .egal .d~ il of 1 i t t . l ~  01. n o  use .  c o r i s i d ~ : ~ . i n r  i t  l i t t le  
Ijertel- ~ , ! I ; - I I I  c ~ n l - e ~ l i l ) o ~ ~ a r y  ],r?g:.au 1.eligious writ , ings.  'The sc\cond rega rds  
alnlost  (:\.cry 11:issagc: :is a di~.ccf.  l~~~ed ic l . i o i i  of Christ,. 

C'laus \?ic.:sl.~r11i;c:11i. a r enowned  professor of Old Test,a~nt!rli a t  t h e  
Unl \ - e r s l ty  oi' l-%eidcll)c?~.g, c a n n o t  accegt  t,l~c idea of an?; d i r cc t  p rcd i r t ionu  
of Chr i s t .  1111(. ] - a the !  h e  finds in t h e  Old Tcstainenl.  a h i s to ry  o f  pred ic t ions  
a n d  inlmediat,c: fu l f i l l lnents .  T h i s  process reaches i t s  zen i th  ill J e s u s  
Chr i s t .  Of cour.ee such  a pl.oposal a s s u m e s  t h a l  f h e  nieanintl; of Scr. iptuses 
is det.ermitled a n e w  jn each  generat-ion.  14'01. exanlple  I.he s u f i c r i ~ i g  of 
.Jeremiah p rogresses  to 1.he v i c a r i o ~ l s  sufl'et.ing o f  t.hc s e r v a n t  i n  Second 
I sa i ah  a n d  l11en t h i s  theu le  js devclol)ed i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e  lift- of Christ. 
\\;hat. \\7est.e~'rnan n ~ ' e a l l y  proposes is t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  para l le l  t,houfiht.:i i n  
both  1,estamen t,s a n d  1.11at t h e  o r ig ina l  intcnt.iort oC t.ho Ol d 'Tes f : a~nsn t  h a s  
n o t h i n g  t o  d o  \vith t h e  m e a n i n g  given i t  i l l  t h e  N G : \ ~ .  KO\\: i l  s l lould hf: 
g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e  S e w  T e s t a , m e n t  does 1.101 q u o t e  t h e  Old 111 a.lways t h e  
sa lne  w a y  a n d  nc.)t a . l w a y s  f o r  t.he sanie l , i l rposes,  1 . l l i l s t r~t t ive  use of 
lna te r i a l  h a r d l y  impl ies  direct .  p1-edictions. H o w e v e r ,  i s n ' t  i L  a l s o  r a t h e r  
estr.elnc to  r u l e  o u t  cn t i r e ly  t h e  ca regory  ot' prediction'!  

1)oesn' t  ' lVest,el-mann's n'let,hod rea l ly  i n s t i t u t e  the  o l d  ;tllegorical 
m e t h o d  of I>iblical int ,erpretat . ion w h e r e  t h e  presr!nl m e a ~ l i n g  is  n o t  the  
same as t h e  o r i g i n a l ?  A r e  t h e  grophet,s s o  u n c l e a r  a n d  sha l l  we a l so  s a y  
'un-Cli~.ist , ian '  t h a t  wi. need I.he r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  today 's  s c h o l z r s ?  Isn't.  
t h e r e  s o m e t h i n g  slight1 y  a r r o g a n t  in t h i s  a p p r o a c h ?  Thc: bas ic  ques t ion  
is \vhethel' faith i n f o r m s  u s  s h o u t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  or w h e t h e r  S c r i p t u r e s  
in fo rm 11s a b o u t  f a i th .  The f i r s t  is definitely of a r i  ex i s t en t i a l  bent. T h e  

Lutheran p r i n c i ~ l e  can only opt for the second. 



In spite of \17csterlna~in's esplicit denial of  dii,ect prophecy and direct 
fulfillment, he does see:n t,o bend rt\vr;;~.y from his own principle. ETe oquivo- 
cates oil lsaiah 53 as there is here a hint. o f  the f n t t i ~ t ? .  There a re  also a 
host o f  passages predicting n righteous Davidic king, which 'LVesternlann 
acknowledges, hut  for which h e  provides no answclr at 811. Perhaps even 
here lb'esterii~c~nri would have to acknowledge tha t  these ar'e predictions 
which have no immediate historical reference and which only have a ful- 
tillnient in .Jesus. But to do this would destroy his principle of prediction 
and fnlfill~lierit in the irninediate historical context. 

M.'estc.:rnnann is particularly sharp  i n  his distinction between command- 
ment anti law.  The  former is a s  absolute a s  the k e r y g ~ n a  and the lat ter  is 
changed accordjng t o  the  sit~~r-rtion. The  words of ,Yesus and the: exhorta- 
tions of t.he apostles a r e  classified a s  commandrn~-!nt. He is also clear- in 
his refutation t.hat Law is exc l~~s ivc ly  for t.he Old Testament and Gospel 
Cor [.he Ncw.  (111 the mat te r  o f  Isaiah, does not even a p p l y  t.his pr-iriciple, 
a s  hc: claims 1saia.h was a prophet of j u d g e ~ ~ ~ e n t  and Second Isaiah one of 
salvation.) Also destroyed is the concept t ha t  the blessings of the OId 
Tcstamcnt were ~ n a t e r i a l  and those. of the New spir i tual .  Such undigested 
t.11011ght.s hatted ~ r o ~ i n d  in rscent. years should be given 21 decent burial.  

THE PROPlIETS SPEAK. B y  Samuel J. Schultz. Harpe r  & Row Pub. 
iishers, Xew York, Evaristori and  London, 1968. 159 pages. Cloth. 
$4.95. 

THE PKOPl3ETS OF ISRAEL. By H. L. Ellison. Wn1. B. Eerdmans  Pub-  
l ishirlg Coiizpa.ny. Grand Rapids, 1969. 176 pages. Cloth. $4.50.  

Both of these voluines a re  froxn the  pens of conservxtive scholars, the 
former a n  Alllericari, t.he latter a Hritish Old Testanlent scholar.  I'rofessor 
Schultz's hook deals with the ent ire  prophetic rnovement of the Old Testa- 
ment while the v o l ~ ~ n ~ e  by Professor Ellison deals niainly with the prophets 
o f  the Noi-the1.11 Kingdom, fro111 Solonion's tinle to t.hc fall of Samaria in 
722 I.3.C. Ellison, therefore, is using the  term Israel in i ts  most restrictive 
sense a n d  actually is resorting to expanding a yositior~ taken by him in 
his former  book, :19err- 'Vpcrke f rom God. I t  nearly appears fro111 t.he reading 
o f  Ellison's volrime that  he started out to wri te  a book on Airlos and  Hosea. 
for near ly  half of the  cllrrent volume deals with these two prophets of the 
Norther11 Kinxdorn. SchuItz makes the  law of love a s  the essence of 
Islxel 's reliaion and consequently as a n  important  ingredient in the 
1)rol)hetic nlessages. Schultz's volume does not have the  unevenness that 
char;\ct.erizes the work of the English professor. 

Schu1t.z '~ 7'll.e P7.olJhets Xl ieaX; is a helpful introduction to the mission, 
st.yle, arid background of the Biblical prophets. By en~p loy ing  the law of 
love, Schul tz  endeavors t.o show the  basic theme underlying the Old and 
New Testanients. Correctly Schultz points out  t ha t  a person's understand- I 
ing o f  Old Test.ament prophecy is affected by whether one  considers Amos 

or  Moses as t h e  first ~ r o p h e t ,  A c c e ~ t i n g  the  relia.bi1it.y of t h e  data given 



in ihe Penlat.euth, Schultz 21cc:epLs the  Scriptural  teaching tha t  A:loses was 
the  great,cst of Old 'J'est.anlrn1. prophets. He fnrthernlore believes tha t  
])roph(?ts wct'o ~ .ec i l ) i rn ls  o f  d i v i l ~ c  rc.velation, t h a t  they were both fore- 
tellers and forthtellers.  The La\\. of Moses is very ilnporlant for ~ tnde r -  
standing th' evaluatory statcnients n ~ a d c  by urophets sul)scquent to Sfroses. 
T h e  prophetic: activity betweell Moses' Litne and thal. o f  [.he division of the 
kingdom is cleirrly outlined I)y Schnltz. 

Ellison had a s  his goal to help students t o  "a~l l rcc in te  thc p r o ~ h e t s  
a s  living men'' and  this accounts for the tlllmerons 1)ractical applicatior~s 
tha t  arc dispersed t .hrougl~ot~t  the volumc. 

The interprettition of t he  prophetic in both wri ters  has  a s  
its hernieneutical g r e s ~ ~ l ) l ) o s i t i o ~ ~ s  the fact of t h e  Ilistorical reliability of 
t he  Old Testament,  the belief i n  miracles, their  og~osit iorr  to thc~ idea of 
contradic:t.ions wi th in  ~ ~ r o g r e s s i v e  revelation. 130th defend the  historicity 
of Jonah and acc:el)L the Kew Testanlent stntements made about t he  typical 
significance of Jonah 's  s tay  it1 t he  body of the fish. I l ~ ~ f o r t u t ~ a t e l y  Ellison 
denies the \:alidity of 1 Kings 2 0 : 3 5 - 4 3  and the  s ta tement  in 1 Kings 1 3 : 2  
tha t  this 1)rol)hecy 1,eri.ained t o  Josiah.  

According to  Scllu1t.z t he  law ol' love was  revealed to Moses, a law 
that  described Inan's relationshi11 to God as well as  h i s  rclationshil~ to 
h is  fellow Inan. Th i s  law became the blueprint  of the Old Testament. 
illessage I t  was i~ message t h a t  t he  prophets cxpanded down Lo the tirnc 
of Jesus. The Book of I)euteronolny represents for SchrlILz a copy of the 
agrr?enlenl. of God with lnan a n d  because of i ts  s i~r l i l s r j ty  with t he  suzerai11- 
ty  covenants of t he  Hitt i tes is held to be of second millcnrliun~ R.C. origin. 
Fro111 titne LO t ime  God conf i rn~ed thc  authority of H i s  spokesnren th roug l~  
~nirac les  and fulfilled prophecies. Israel's apostasy was also shown hy 
i ts  failure to car ry  out t.hc pt.inciple of law in everyday lifc. shown ir l  

rlulnerous social s ins .  

I3y the tlnic of Christ 's b i r th  the  law of love h;td becolnc obscltrcd to 
snch a degrcc by Iegalisln as  to negate the  law of love. .J~!sus, a s  thc: last 

and greatest of Old Testament prophets brushed aside the  legalisul tha t  
obf~lscated the law of love and  boldly t~ssertcd tha.t 1-le had conlc! t o  five 
a new c o n ~ m a n d n ~ e n t  (hat. nlcn should love each oth(-!r. 

Ellison h:rs advanced some interesting interpretations but  on occasion 
h e  has the  tendency to dogmatize! his views, a s  for exa~nple ,  the  ri\ 'slry 
of E p h r a i ~ n  vs. Judah  of which h e  makes much. Sometimes he draws 
rather farfetched conclusions a s  when on the  basis of Judges 1 the  J ~ t d a h -  
Sitneon depar ture  from Israel i s  traced back to t h e  Sin of Achan. 

Two-fifths of Ellison's vo1111ne deals with t he  13ook of I-Iosea, where 
he has given a 1)aragraph-by-paragraph translation of the Hebrew texl 
which he  supplied with a number  of textual elnendations, ix procedure tha t  
is a dangc:rous one. Hoth volunles provide t,hc r rndcr  with valuahle insights 
relative to thc: ~rol)hetic! hooks. 

7;rr~lm on (1. F'. R?I .T?J~?' ( /  



TH~;: N E T ~  TESTANEXT A K D  CRITICISM. BY George Eltlorl Ladd. 

IVillianl E. Eerdmans l-'ublishing C o n l ~ a n ~ ,  Grand  Rap ids .  1.967, 222 
pages. Cloth. $3.95. 

I>r.ofessoy Ladd Fuller Theological S e m i n a r y  has w r i t t e n  t.llis book 
t o  countel-act. \vliat he 1)elieves was one: of thc: urifortnr1at.e col.ls(+queilces 

of  the f~~nda i l i e~ l t . a l i s t - n~ode rn i s t i~  co~ltroversy which raged  in  the  erlrly 
t wc?,nties, name1 y. t.haL those opposed to l iberal is in  took a.n estl.enlely 
hostile at.t.itudc t.o\vard 13ihlica.l criticisnl. T o  t h i s  day m a n y ,  i f  n o t  mos t ,  
of the  successors of l.lie I'~.lridaiiienta.lists a r c  cpposed  to all f o r m s  o f  crit i-  
cisnl of  tiie Sc~. i l~t .~rrcs .  However, n o t  all those  c l~~ in i i i i g  t o  follow in  tll,? 

fool.st,eps of the tlefendcrs of  J3iblical Chr i s t ian i ty  agnilist t he  a t t a c k s  of 

i,heoloqical l ibcr i i l is~~i  sliiire rllis 1lost.ility t o  t h e  use o f  Hiblica.1 criticislll. 
.V)r. Liidcl is convinc:c-:d t1z;z.t. 1her.c i s  :I QrOl>er form of CI-iticisi?l whicll jr;  

;xllow;~t>ie. i l l  f;~c:l.. which  1.r11.1sl be practiced. 

'rhe (;ent13;q1 f.liesis or ] ) I , .  I,a.dd's \.olt~nle is t h a t  " the  I3ible is t h e  \\.\:ord 
of God given in t.he words of 111~11 in  history." AS such  t h e  his tor ical  
or igins  ot t lje kjiljlr i i r~~s t .  be sludicd. I n  h i s  opening  c h a l ~ t e r :  "How is 
t he  Uible t.tle l4'ol.d ol' (':odG!" Ilc sets for th  the evangelical p o s i t i o l ~  011 

~.evclat i  on a.nd ins1)irn.t ion. God has revealed Hiillself by n i eans  of deeds 
2nd  by  mc>arls ol' inspil.c'd \szl.it.ings. In  I'iis w r i t t e n  revc?lation God klas 

also iiit.erl)i~el.ed His "liiip1lt.y i l ~ t ~ "  for rllan's p r o p e r  u n d e ~ . s t a n d i n g .  "lje- 
(';laso 11 is 11isf.ory t.11e: Iiiblc. tnust be s tudied cr i t ical ly  and histox-ically; 
bu t  because i t ,  is revela.tory history, the cr i t ical  method 1nus1 m a k e  rooill 
for  this supra-hist.orical dimension of t.he d iv ine  ac t iv i ty  in r.evclatiori and 
redernptioll" ( p .  3 3 ) .  'I'I-II(? Ijiblical criticism rrll'lst I-ecognize t h e  l i i s to~ , ica i  
a n d  ~.r\:el;~t.ot-y aspects of t h c  Sacred Scriptures.  

'I'he a l ~ t h o ~ .  sho\vs the need for the following t ypes  of c r i t i c i s ~ n  : textual ,  
lingr~islic:, lil.cra~'y, fo1'1n criticism. and  his tor ical .  In  Chap te r  2 .  "What  
is ('r'iticisn~?" T11.. 1,add 11a.s shown why m a n y  eva1lgelica.1 a n d  for-rner fun- 
da.nic?~iti~list.s Ila.vc? l ~ ; ~ t l  legitimate suspicio~is concerning the usc of the 
histor.ic:n.l-crilica.1 111et.hod. which ofteri was gu i l t y  of o ~ e r a t i n g  w i t h  ant.i- 
su~)c?il'~~;.ltu~.a.listic j)~.esul)positions. I-Iowever, w i t h  proper a t t i t u d e s  aboot 
f.h(: I!iljl($ a s  the i~lsl,ircd Word of God jt is possible ,  so Ladd con t ends ,  to 
eml)lo?: L l l o  vai.ioll~ Por111s of csiti~is111. 

, . Ltle r.c\,ic:\s.er bc:licvc?s that this is a va luable  volunle £ 0 1 .  t h o s e  who 
\+?ant 1.0 nccluaiiit thenlsel~;c:s with t,he various t ypes  of c r i t i c i s r~ l  t h a t  111ust 

be employed if' 1 hr! 13iblical expositor is to  do ju s t i c e  to  t h e  h i s t o r i ca l  an0 
hl11ila.n cha~-ri.cfel, of  t1.le Biblical ~.evel~ttion. The chapters  t r e a t i n g  of 
test.ua1 a n d  lingllistic criticism are  excellent. T h e r e  i s  also a, good  prcserlta- 
I.iori 01: \vhat is involved i l l  literiiry criticism. 

]:)I-. Lndd br?lievc-:s that t h e  'rwo-Source hypothes i s  as all  e>;plsnatioll 
is seasonable and valid espla.11ation for t h e  problenls p r e sen t ed  by t.be 
Synol)t  ic: (:osy)els. I-lolding t1itt Two-Source t h e o r y ,  lie aver-s. does  nol. 

1 0  contl.adic1 n .'hi?ll" view of tile insp i ra t ion  of t he  Scriptux-es .  
ful-t.hel. llC!llC?\'e~ 1,llat. f'ornl crit.icis1n has and can m a k e  va luable  coXl t I ' i ~~~~-  

t . io~ls  to  t h e  understanding ctf the  ('rospels. Nu t  the type of form cri t ic is ln  



defended by Ladd is a f a y  cry f ron l  t h a t  usually expounded by the  pro- 
ponents of the for111 critical n~ethodologY. 

In t,he chapter  t reat ing of his torical  cr i t icism L)r. Ladd Correctly 
shows that  since  evela la ti on has occu r red  in  historical events, the Biblical 
s tuden t  needs to employ historical c r i t i c i sm to understand thern. Yet he  

asser t s :  "The historical method m u s t  riot be allowed to determine the  
n a t u r e  of revelation, hut  the concept o f  revelati011 m u s t  be achieved induc- 
t ively from the Bible itself" ( g .  1 8 9 ) .  T h e  a u t h o r  concluded his vo lu~ne  
with an excellent critique of the m e t h o d  of t he  religionsyeschichtZicht: 
X c h z ~ l e .  

This hook is elninentiy worth r e a d i n g  a n d  studying.  Dr. Ladd has  

succeeded in providing the s tudent  w i t h  valuable guidelines for the  use 
of critical procedures in the use of the N e w  Tes tament .  

Rayntond 3'. rYlhrbu?-g 
-- - 

LITERARY CRITICISM O F  T H E  NEW TESTAMENT.  By William A. 
Ueardslee. Fortress  Press, Phi lade lphia ,  1970. 86 pages. Paper $2.50. 

WHAT IS F O R M  CRITICISM? By E d g a r  V. McNight. Fortress Press,  
Philadelphia, 1969. 86 pages. P a p e r .  $2.25. 

WHAT IS REDACTION CRITICISM? By Norman  Perr in .  Fortress Press,  
L'hiladelphia, 1969. 86 pages. P a p e r .  $2.25. 

These three  volumes published w i t h i n  s i x  mon ths  of each other con- 
s t i t u t e  a new series entitled Guides t o  Bibl ical  Schoba7-ship, issued by the 
For t ress  Press, the publication house of T h e  L u t h e r a n  Church in America. 
This  series i s  designed to deal. "with me thods  a n d  message of today's 
Biblical scholars. T h e  purpose of t h e  se r i e s  i s  t o  por t ray  for laymen and 
s tudents  how twentieth century scholarsh ip  h a s  opened up new vistas for 
understanding the  meaning and signif icance of t h e  Biblical record." The  
editor of  this series is f'rofessor Dan 0 .  Via ,  J r .  of t.he University of 
Virginia. 

F o r  those desir ing the latest i n fo rma t ion  on new methods of inter-  
pret ing the New Testament these t h r e e   non no graphs will be extremely 
helpful. From the discussions presented by  professors Heardslee, McXight. 
and Perr in  i t  is apparent  tha t  New T e s t a m e n t  s tudies  a re  on the ~riove 
and n o  one really knows where i t  a l l  wi l l  end!  These  three books deal 
with the  major question: How shal l  we in terpre t  tho Xew Testament 
Scriptures? New interpretative techniques  a r e  proposed in these three  
s tudies.  I t  is instruct ive to consult t h e  bibl iographies appended to each 
monograph. The  authori t ies  quoted be long e i ther  t o  the school of conl- 
para t ive  religion or  t o  the existent ial is t ic  school of Rultnlann and of h is  
followers, the post-Bult~nannians.  The type  of her r~~er leut ics  that  is ad- 
vanced in these three  books aligns i t se l f  in n o  uncer ta in  ternls with the  
"new" hermeneutic versus the old hermeneut ics .  

A philosophy of l i terary Criticism i s  adopted  in these books which 

claims tha t  the insights  of existent ial ism m u s t  be accepted. The  concept. 
of " l i terary criticism" as the study of the historical study of the relation- 



ship betwec:n a book arid its for*rnative historical s i tuat ion,  espt?(;ially t h e  
st.lldy of authorship, date, arid sources, and the s tages through which  a. 
writ i r lg is grcsurned t.0 have gone is not adecluate for ijeardslec who invests  

t,he t.erlll with ideas taker) from n 1iter;lry theory controlled by exis ten t i ;~ l -  
ism. 

The  ]?our Gospels are not to bc read a s  d o c u ~ i e n t s  tha t  reflect reliable 
irlfo~.rnat.ion aboiit the lifc, deeds and sayirigs of Jesus. The? 13ook of  Acts  
should not be considered a reliable book on al)ost.oli~ (!hur(!h history. 
f{egarding the Oosyels Beardslect wrote: ' 'llut the degree of  historical  
factuality is riot the central question. The iml~or t an t  th ing  is t h e  mode 
of' ,)reser.iting rr.eality" (1. 2 2 ) .  I n  ihe Gospels we arc  suyyoscd t o  have  
" t h o  concretization of myth, ;L concretization inipelled by thc  t,ransposition 
of'  t h o  f : ~ ~ t u r e  i n t o  the present, which is an essential Part  of the  C:ospel 
process (1). 2(i)." I n  t.he Rook of Acts Luke  does not a.t.tempt t o  present. 

h o \ ~  I l ~ c  Chl.istia11 c h u r c h  was fo~inded in .l(?l-usale~.rl arid spread t.o .Judcn, 
Salnaria and r~nf.o t.he ut.tt.rlnost ])art o f  tht! ear th ,  but according t.o Beards-  
lc+r "rctflt?c.t.s h i s  (Luke ' s )  effort to bring faith into f~lrlcttionnl i n1;oraction 
with 1.t1is world ( 1 ) .  5 0 )  ." 

I'or~n c:ritic.isni is ;I 11ernleneutic;~l niethod that wa.s developed by 
( ;er~nan scholars who were dissatisfied with the Two-Source Gospel theory. 
Professor McNight has given x scholary presentation of the  origins of 
form criticisll~ arid has capably set  forth the methods and presul>positions 
of f'orn.1 c:~.itical scholarship. Schmidt, 1)ibelius and Bultniann were the  
gl-eat ;~rchit.cct.s of torn1 criticisrn a s  applied to the Ciospel materials .  While 
c!a.ch of these (;c?rn~an ~)rofessors stressed different aspects yet  in general  
c.>ert.a.ili ilngortiint conc:lusions followed from the application of t h e  form 
crit.ical  neth hod. Hultnlann ct~mct to some rather  radical conclusions. H e  
(?~lll~liasizcd t.hc uncertainty for Gospel readers o f  obtaining a. knowledge of 
t h e  yel.son and work of the historical Jesus and likewise of t h e  origin of 
C h  ~.istinnity. Ijilltman11 believed tha t  the character and  personali ty of 
.Jt:sus R I Y !  110 Iongel- recoverable. Nothing definite can also be asserted 
: ~ l ~ o u t  C:1irist1s messianic c:onsciousness. I7orm critics cla.iiil t h a t  t he  Gospels 
and Acts  I.ell Inore about the early Christian co~nniunit ies  t han  they  do 
nbo~it .  Lhc lifc ;knd teachings of Jesus Christ. In terms of t he  conclusiorls 
of for111 crit.ic:ism n Christology is an  impossibility. 

I n  his  non no graph, IVhtrt I.$ /.ledaction. Cr.iticis?n! PI-ofessor Pe r r in  
informs his seaders that redaction criticism (German: Redakt ionskr i t ik)  
is a pl'odt~ct o f  (:ermari New Testament thinking, which developed af te r  
World War IT. I t  is a reaction tnovement because form cri t icism was 
found unsatisfactory. The proponents of this  latest form of Biblical 
crit.icisn1 again a r e  scholars who a re  dissatisfied wi th  previous critical 

efforts of 13ultmnnn, Di l )e l i~~s  a.nd Schmidt. Perr in discusses the  positions 
of I3olSnkamm relative to Matthew, the views of Conzelmann regarding  
Luke, and t.hc stance of hInrssen on Mark. The  results of redaction criti-  
cisnl lor the Qospels have been expressed by R. H. Lightfoot ,  who wrote :  
"P'or all the inestimable value of the Gospels they yield to us l i t t le  Inore 
than a whisper of His (Jesus') voice; we t.ra.ce in then1 the outskirts of. his 



i s ,  ~ ( : . t o r d i ~ l g  l o  I'c~rrin, redaciion (:riticisi11 nieans that  t,he G - ~ ~ p e l s  
l,ezol-rl ,;he t . h e o l o g ~  of rhe cariv chul'ch but. say nothing about the teachings 
,,I. I,)lc h i ~ t . o ~ . i c a l  Jesus. T h e  (;osyel writers actually put s ta te~i ien ts  in the 
m o l , t l l  of J e s t i s  and ascrihed hai)]~enirigs to Him tha.t never occ l~rred  in 

,rl(erc*t. of creatlon a t.h(:ology a.bout Jesus. 

~ h p  t ypes  of criticisnl in t h ~ s c  threc volunies evaluated from a co11- 
irssjolla,l c-l.nd Biblical point of view are  revolutionary and wotlld mean, 
i f  s c r i o u s l ~  a.l~plic$d, tile rejec'tion of historicnl Christ.ianit,y. Each  lllajol. 

doctl.illc' o f  t h e  A13ost.les' Cl'eed would be inil~ossiblc! i f  the coriclusions 
l.esultillg fro111 t h e  tylles of l i terary criticism advocated in  these three  books 
al.e lleld val id.  T11ttl.e is certainly a world of difference between the  inter- 
yl.ct,at,ic,lls of  t h e  Cosl)els. Xct.s a n d  the Apocalypse in these books and the 
x c l r .  l/'c.q/!ri~i.e,nl (.'o~~iw/c?rtar,?j. edited by Herbert C. Alleman, published jrl 

1.$)3fi b y  'L']I c ?  Roiil-d of I ' i ~ l ~ l  ica.t.ion ot' the 1.Tnited Lutheran ('hurc:h it1 

.4 111~1.i ( : t i .  

k;0.?/711.o??f~ 71'. ,V?l7.11?i?.</ 

------ 

A TI-IEOLOGY O F  Hlj3lAh' HOPIS. By Rubem A. Alves. Forward  by 
14al-vey Cos.  Corpus Rooks. Washington and Cleveland. 199 Pages. 
(I1ot.h. $6.96  

~ l \ ; e s ,  a. Brazi l ian,  recently at tained national recognition by being 
nlr.,ntiol~ed in  t ha t  issuc o f  Y' IJ lL ' :  whose cover story discussed the 'theology 
of ho l )~ . '  Alves, whose theology is one step to the left. o f  Moltmann, orig- 
inally  resented t h e  manuscript for  this  volu~ile as a doctoral dissertation 
at. I'i.inceto~i Theological Seminary. At least within my experience, this 
is 1)y all s t a n d a r d s  a different k ind  of dissertation. Most dissertations 
just r ea r r ange  t h e  material on library shelves. This  one is s call for 
: t i  Alves c:alls h is  program a h.zc?,.~.tr?zistic ?neasictnis~??. in contrast  to 
w h a t  he cal ls  Nloltrnarirl's mess,itr?!ic huwztsn,ism. (When these two phrases 
constantly reappear ,  and they are  never succinctly defined, confusion is 
both inevitable? and  forgivable.) H ~ ? ~ c t r f t d s t i c  ?ness.itcnis?,z is man's taking 
chargt? o f  h i s t o r y  for  himself. I t  i s  a forward movement in t ime deter- 
111 ined I )  y Illan. 3:2eusic~?~ic Ir.lu~znn,isj,~, supposedly Moltmann's program, 
Rsserts t h a t  t h e  fu tu re  grasps man,  rather  than m a n  grasping the  future. 
As Molln-lann subjects  God to the cat,egory of futnre.  Alves lirnits God by 
nlan's actions. 

hlvc?s w a n t s  to lay  down a plan for  complete freedom of huinan action. 
His purposes are obviously political and not ecclesiastical. I n  fac t  he 
scorc?s Noltniarin fo r  at taining to h i s  universalism through the church. 
For Alves t h i s  procedure is not necessary. It would not be unfa i r  t ha t  
Xlves' Progranl  is only distinguishable froni Marxism arid Collllnunisnl in 
its of c e r t a i n  redefined biblical and theological terms. The  villains 
a r e  s t ruc tu re s  a n d  cagit.alism which Inan must  overthrow if he  is to 
realize his dominance  over history and the future. Taking a cue from 
Ludwig Tc'euerbach, Alves asserts  t h a t  lnan and  not God is the  subject or 
t h e  c~Or l t . r ( ) l l e~  of hist.ory. Man is no longer t.he object. hnt the subject of 



I l is tOL.Y~ Anything lllUst bC dolie ajvny \ ~ h i c l l  1)rer-e11t.s llla.11 ~ T O J ~ L  1.c:ll i rinc' .+ 

fret,dolll. this plan there  is no room for  humilit?' a n d  i-)lc other  
I.cl:,ted vil.t,lt:s of  trsditional Christinnily. IlOVe is  redefined as doing  any-  

t h i n g  wllich lnall free. TO use: ~ l v c s  ow11 words. ' ' I i u l  i l l  ()['df>r L O  

i ibera to  the the  lalllb m u s t  become a lion, !.he sla\'e I l l u s r .  I!e(.'cjll1c 

a w a r r i o r . -  ~~~~~~h~~ I get the  ilnpressioll t h a t  those who hil\-e a.ttached 

lo this type of thinking would have li t t le difficllll,!; ~ i i l g i n g ,  
savior, greek alld Mild" or for  the lliore lil.ul.gic;illy cult-nred. "Lamb 

of (.iod, pure  and  ~ ~ o l y ,  \ . ~ h o  on the  (:ross 1;)idst Suffer ."  

Some the salne thelogical critirisllls Irveled a.gainst 3101 l.ll?a 11 11 have 

[,heir and do not have to  be repeated. Perhaps  --\lves is wl'ilillg 
sr,ecifically [or Sotjth America where t h e  g:~p be t \~ee l l  poor and  rich. is 
llot ,  bridged by ally signifi(:ant 11liddle class. Froni  a ~ ~ o l i t i e a l  s tance.  
I.e\rolut.iotl ~llifi]lt. be the only yl-actical way o f  gi\.iliff tlirt n;ol'kci~. his di.ie. 
j f  Cnba is a n y  kind of esanlj)le, the  slave is Ilot freed bul. h is  cconol l~ic  
enslizvelnent is only deepened to captnre his  way of thinkin# ; ~ r l d .  h i s  soul. 

TVhatcvc~. illvc?s motives a re ,  his program cannot  by  a n y  st.ref.ch of 
[,he iinaginalion 11c cnllcd Christian. God is no longer  a 1)el'sonal h(?ing, 
but .He is redefined as "the power for humanization thal. 1,elrlains deter- 
mined lo make man historically f ree  even when al l  objective a n d  subject ive 
possibili tics imn~irnent. in history have been exhausted." T h e  opgl.ession 
of' I ~ I ( - ' I I  is interpreted as the crucifixion of God. God's IIoLvrrer is l i ~ l ~ i t , e d  by 
tha act.ivitics o f  Illan. Kesurrc?ct,ion Ineans "t.he language of tl?c o n y o i ~ ~ g  
1)olit.ics of God in  history." New Testanlent references to t h e  resurrection 
of J e s ~ l s  are only Jewish apocalyptic clothing f o r  t h e  crucified o n e  who is 
alive i n  hist.ory. In Moltmann's theology, the  f u t u r e  ~ r o v i d e d  a bas i s  for  
l'l'e~cllt. a c f  ion. With Alves ])resent actions J a y  dowll f he  basis  f o r  the  
f u t ~ l l ' ( ? .  Car l  fi:. llrl'aaten is quoted in 7'TME as saying t h a t  wi tho\ l t ,  tile 
I.hc?olo~y of hop(-? t.he church would have nothing to  do for  t.ho r e n l a i ~ ~ d e r  
of the cent[~ry.  A S  I See i t  if this ever catches on in t h e  ch l l r ch ,  the  
chul'ch will have no future .  It is  now t ime f o r  sorlle Neiv Tes ta lnen t  
s(:holal' to s h o w  t.hat. ,Jesus was af ter  all a n  apocalyptic visionary a n d  a 
ca.r(l ( ! a r l ' ~ i n ~  mcl~iber  of the Zealots. (There  js such  a hook,  ~ l , , ~  ~ : ~ . i , ~ l  

o!' J C S j l *  01 . ~ - ( l ~ ~ ~ l . ~ l t h .  by S. E. F. Brandon.) Peter  do not  l)uf, i n  
i ts  sheath, use  i t  to bring about  the  new age! ~h~ social ~~~~~l group 

least a abiding civil crowd. The  'theologians of hope'  ;Lre (lawn. 
r. i~li t  d>~ngcrous. 

CLARITAS SCRIPTURAE HE1 MARTIN LUTHER. Ey Fr iedr ich  Ileisser. 
Vn~idenhocck & Rupreeht.. ( iott ingen. I9(i( i ,  200 pages. Pnl,al.haek. 
13ibliography. 

h>xcellence will always tell i n  t h e  long run ,  a s  g rea t  works  of ar t  show. 
neisser's work on Luther  has  all the  earmarks  of a noteworthy production 

on s very ini l~ortant ,  timely subject. What  was Luther ' s  a t t i t u d e  toward 
thr? S~ r ip t l l r e s ?  His theology of the Word? A key factor  obviously is 



1lc)\v he  looked uljoll t h e  l ~ s t .  it.sel!'. I:eissel.'s o g e l ~ i n g  pu~ . ]~osc .  is to  silow 
[,hat f o r  I . , u t h ~ r  ' ' d t ' t '  1 : l l ~ h ~ l a l ~ e  isi. 11ichL das  \ ' for t  (;ott.c+s: abel. d a s  TVol.t 
(;otLes ist. I ) r~c l l s t ah l i ch"  il, .  24). I n  1 i 1 1 c .  \\:ill> l.llis \.(- .I .>.  I ' u ~ ~ d ; . ~ l l \ c ~ ~ t a ]  

1~1ought.  that  tllc: i - 1 0 1 ~  Scl*iut .u~.e canno t  .ir~st. bcr l.ed11i:c.d t.o l e r t e r s .  or. 
\.ocai,les. evcn  I .hol . l~h it. is t h e  M'c~rd o f  (:ocl in j11st suc11 \\.r.il.tcll \ \ .av ,  
Ijeissc:!~. t ~ m ~ ) h n s i z c s  t,h:~l The l3ible is h\. C;otl's illtent : ~ l \ v a y s  ihe \\.(,I,(] 01. 
t h e  I-Tolj- S p i r i t  in which  C h r i s t  i s  tile cenrel , ,  a 1Vor.d \\;liosc? i?l.eachinS. 01. 

111.orlanlat ion l .he  f-To1~ S~)il.it.  conlmnnds  and  ii11.t.hcl.s. T h u s  i: is neve r  
n ~ c r e l y  a lifeless C(~l~(!ctiOll of let.t.c~i*s a n d  \\-ol.cis i11Lo \vlli(;ll l j fr  11111~1: fil.st 
ht. illsl.il!ed, but. i t  t h r o b s  a l \v :~ys  \vit.h i h e  lif(+-gi\-iny \\;ol,d i j t '  t h e  l{o]?; 

S j j i r i ~ .  \vhosc i n s t r u m e n t  i t  is .  The livi11.c- Ch~.isl- a.11ii t h c ~  realit,? o f  1,llc 
C h u ~ ' c h  a1non.q 11s d i r e c t l y  connected \\:ill1 t l lc cl(>ar.  ~ r n ; ~ r ~ ~ t ) ~ ~ u o r l s  1.vor.d 
\vl~ic:h God h a s  g i v e n  in  H i s  ,re?-l)?i.7~. ('.-i.lf:).?t I I N I .  l J \ i t l ~ c ~ , .  its 1s k11o\.v11, I V ~ S  

c o n ~ ~ n i t t e d  t o  t.he posi t ion  in h i s  iheoloyy of i l ~ c  \\;al.ci I h r t  rlie 1-101y 
Scr,ipt,ures \vC1'C--011t010gi~i1lly. ~ l? j~.~i . i ' i .~I) . - - - - t . l lc  M70l.d o f  t h [ '  Jfol!: SlIirii.. 

-4yainst a l l  c o m e r s  and  g a i ~ ~ s w y e r s  he  coii\.endcd t h a t  r11is \Vord is aut11o1.- 
i 1 a t . i ~ ~ .  clcai.. ~ i l i ec l i~ i \ -oca l .  plclili i.11 m c a ~ i i n g  a n d  rcachiny.  bc,causi? I L  \\:as 
,givell of Qod. 13ve11 t h o u g l ~  I-loly S c r i g l l ~ r e  i s  c o ~ ~ c h e d  ~u iel.1or.s a r~c l  \\.orcls. 
i t  t1.111y on'ers 01. ~011chsf l fcs  1 0  u s  Gotl 's  re;tl ' \Vord. c\ve11 ; IS ill I ~ u ! ~ l i \ i i  ficsh 
C111,isf:. Lhc So11 o f  c u d ,  was 1'1111y an t i  ( . ruly i)l.esct~~t: C I I .  ili(:;~l.t~;ii.i'. is LIII . I ICI . .~  
wnj. o f  l o o k i n g  a t  it,, l ioles 1:eisser.  A n d  lic a d d s ,  i t  is not I':.~ii.h \ \ ; l ~ i c l ~  
first c r r n t e s  t h i s  v a l i d i t y  : i t .  is presellt. e\.eli 1)cforc init ,h. ci-el! i f  t ' a i t t~  
r1cAver e x i s t s  in t h e  h r a r t .  a l thoug l l  for  that: I I I IT. I )~S(- ;  1 . h ~  \\.o~.d \ \ -as  y i v c ~ ~ .  

'J'11is is t.he 1 F t h  1-0111lnc: i n  t h e  s ~ l ' i e s  oi' I'oi.sc,lr~ot<jc.ri : I , ,  I i , i i , c , i l c , i l -  - 

7111d 1.)0!1~111 CT~,~I(,,Y(.!I 1rIi I ? ,  \ \ ' i t I ~ o r ~ l  ~ ' ( J ; I I ,  01' ( : o n ~ . i . ~ ~ d  i(,.t.ios~ i I ( : ;LI)  t ~ v  [: I  ;I i 1 1 1  

[ h a t  it is a g e n u i n e l y  good olie ove~ , -a l l .  1.1. clcsc-:svcs 11.nnslatio1! i n t o  
E ~ ~ y l i s h .  t o  s p r e a d  it.s inf luence  1 1 1 0 1 ' ~  broadly .  L111:hi:1.'~ ~)os i t ior i  on alle-  
gory .  r.hc Ill.ol.,er use o f  jlhilology and  h i s to ry  arcx c o v ~ ~ . e d ,  a.iorlx w i t h  t l lc 
cliir-:f focus, h i s  s t a n c e  011 S c r i p t u r e ' s  clarit:!;, j n t c rna l  ant1 c.\rt.crnal. 
Ob\ . io~ls ly  a. foca l  p o i n t  he].(: is the (I.(: sc - :~ t :o  cl?.l)ibrio. a n d  Ilcissel '  l ays  
L u t h e r ' s  g r e a t  c . o n t r i b u ~ i o n  11er.e ;against: 13~.:1slnus clearly 011 l11e l ine .  I n  
his last  c h a p t e r  Cer s se r  d e i ~ ~ o n s t . r a f . e s  t h e  i n t i ~ n a t e  rclat.io11 t:hat ( . l ! ~ l ' ? l ! 7 . ~  

sc~ . i l ) l ? c~ . r r o  l i a s  wjt.11. as wc:ll as ~ C ~ I ( - : I ~ ~ E I . I C ( ~  11j)on. t h ~  w o r k  01' t h e  I I o l y  
Spil.il.. T h i s  is n o  s in l l j l i s1 . i~  t r e i l t m ~ : ~ l t  1)111 i )  i . h o ~ ' o ~ l g l ~ - g o ~ ~ ~ c  theo1ogic;il 
hi,ic!C, d r : t \ v ~ ~  disc(-!~.ilingl_v f'rrrnr I.,ut:llt:~.'s on-n Iosli l l~oriy \\,l1ic:ll is so .sc)i)~lCliy 
J3iblical. One  i l ~ a f n r  (111cstion which is 1ioL fu l ly  ~,csolvc:d. o r  i':~(:ctl. i s  

1.hc r lu~sl . ion  o f  t.]le i n e r r a n c y  of the  i:esl. in v i c w  o S  its b c i i n ~  1.11(' inspired, 

i r l~ .~ l I lo r i t a . t i~e ,  clear. tes t i lnot ly  01: i hc  Holy  S ~ i l . i t . .  In :I. ( lay  \vllen lfiblic::~l 
theology hits l]ndel.$one Severe  t e s t ing  a t  t h e  h a n d s  01: t h e  r( :du~l: ionisis .  

d e i i ~ y t . h o i o g i ~ e ~ - ~ ,  h i g h e r  c.rit.ics, for111 c r i t i c s ,  rediic.ti(:)r~i~l.s, ti.(:.. i l  is re-  
f reshing,  to  s a y  l.llc? l ea s t .  t o  havr? jn h a n d  a book \\:hich ~ ) C L I I ' S  s t r o n g  

Leslimony t.0 t.he t . rn th  n r ~ d  t o  t h e  ],osil,ion whic1.l Lu1.her. held. n a m e l y ,  
that  f o r  h i m ,  everythjng--f'ait.kl! sa lvat ion,  God's \~110lc si~\;inx pl?rllose For 
r r i a r ~ k i n d . - - - - h a ~ ~  d i rec t ly  011 t,his f a c t  (.hat the F:iblc is thc! IYord 01 '  (;od. 
JSeisscr. s a y s  i t  arid p r c s c n t s  L l l thc r ' s  w i tness  c lear ly .  IJul herans nn t h i s  
s ide  of' t.he ponci \5ro,~ld (lo wc-lll a lways  to  h e a r  i t  in. nl intl .  



ME1,Xh'CEITHOK a n d  BUCliCR. Edited by ll'ilhelnl Panck.  Voi. S I X  in 
'i'he Library  of Christian Classics. Wtistminster. iJhiladel!~hia.. 1.969. 
406 pages. Cloth. Indexed. $7.60. 

l k o  important Heformation works a r e  oISered hc??e. t h e  T,oci con?- 
p,l.~~n.es liieolo,yir,i of  Philip l- lclanchthon. a n d  t h e  .Dc ILc.y7co f!i~)'i.v!i of 
Martill Uucol.. T h e  first has a clrtirn to faille a s  the  pilot Pl.otesl.iLi1t dog- 
~.natics: the  scco~lcl, as  oric of  the earliest treatises on Chrisrian social 
(bthi(.s. IJelancIlthon's work. ho\i7cvcr', far  outweighs F!ucer.'s in lasting 

sig~lilic~ance. \'e~'y cleariy and compactly wri t ten,  i t  su l~pl ied  (.he early 
R ~ f o r ~ n a t i o r ~  movc>~nent with a \~nlual)lc s y s t e ~ l ~ a t i c  su111nisr.y of thct Chris- 
. i t 1  Sonletimcs it is clailned that  Luther  never liad t hc  time, or 
fook  t.hc tinie, or had the inclination, t;o con1l)ose soinsthing co~nl)arable to 
;I. "Christian I~ogmcitics." Act.ually the carefui reader of L1it.herls works 
soon st.;~nds in awe ol' 1.1o~r niany of  his treai,ises tit t ha t  dcscripl ion, though 
not. with all articles of fa i th  i.reated under  one cover perhilps in the 
manner of this  iittlc! geni hy Melanchthon. Won over by Luther 's  influence 
from ~~hi losoghica l  ho~llanisnl ,  Melanchthoii literally throbbed with the  
joy and exciteri~cnl of thct lieforniation's cause and the (2ospel for which 
his mentor cont.ended. ".tIcnce," a s  Pauck notes, " i t .  is not  astonishing tha t  
1,uther.s ideas r e ~ e r b e r a t e  throughout t h e  TJocb.i c.o?~~.???ii.~ze.u." " L o c i  a r e  
little nests in which yo11 place the f ru i t  of your reading," fi2rasrnus once 
st.a.t.ed. l3ut w h a l  a direrenee theologically between Hrasnius and Melanch- 
thor l !  Thc la.tter had learned a great  lesson froni Lu the r :  to base all his  
learning, writ ing, teaching, definitions, etc.. "on the  Hjhle alone and by 
rejecting n nloral ~~a ive r sa l i sn i . "  

Kot everything in the  ]loci is i n  what  niight be termed final Lutheran  
forni. Pauck is perha l~s  right in claiming tha t  sollie of t he  differences 
which la te r  developed between Luther  nmd Melanchthon a r e  already evi- 
derii hero. 011 conversion and the  humail will, however, Melnnchthon 
scenls t o  reflect. Lrllhels's thought ra ther  faithfully. Some terms, like 
.iusl.ificatiori, l.ege~zc?ratioll, sanctification, stil l  need sharpening.  Sorne need 
plain corrc.:ction e .g . ,  Melanchthon's notion tha t  "public affairs" can bc 
"a.drninisierod tlccording to the gospel" ( p .  5 8 ) .  Obviously. he had not 
yc!t nhsor1)cd Lnt.her's thinking on the  distinct spheres of church and  state ,  
es~)ecial ly :is rcgards t h e  faul ty notiori of rul ing the  s ta te  by the Gospel, a 
spllere where only tile IJil\i' applies. Exuberant ly Melanchthon a t  this  
point eve11 ixdvo(:itt.es "t.hn.t pro1)erty 111ust be divided, sincc the common 
wclfarc: of t h e  n111lt.itude so demands" (p .  5 2 ) .  Later  he drolsged these 
radical soc:ial reforrn notions. 

I:~icer, on tho other hand,  supports a n  undisguised theocratic view of 
t h e  s ta ic ,  st(-uc:t.u~.c!d or ordered in keeping with Christ's ~ 4 1 1  as taught  in 

S c r i p t ~ ~ r e ,  a s  he r:oritended. Forced ou t  o f  Strassburg, Bucer found haven 
in England under  the frit!ndly protection of the young k ing  Edward VI, 
lo whom he dedicated his work, hoping t h a t  i t  might  effect a "fuller accept- 

ance and  l.eestablishine~it of the Kingdom of Christ in  your realm" (p.  
175).  Bucer 's  views on using the Bible a s  the source and  pat tern for all 

civil life pa.ralle1 those of Calvin very closely----so different from Luther 's.  



The Chr'istocracy ~ s h i c h  .Enter advocates works in two directions: the  
21-111 of the s la te  ( k i r ~ g )  should guarantee tha t  t h e  church is served and 
ordered according t.o the law of Christ and tha t  citizens carry out  their  
Chrisl iali clut.ies ill cllu~.ch attendan(:?, discipline of life, etc.; the  church, 
i n  t u r n l  shoultl s u p p l y  the s ta te  with the guidancc and direction in its 
God-given dut.ies in  the  establishment of the Kingdom, i.e., t he  rule of 
Christ.  sn that. rulers  do the will of God. Sonlcwhat wordy and repetitious, 
it. nonetheless is the hasic t.csl in IZeforlned thinking on the relation of 

church and s ta te ,  t.l~ns a valuablc tool in understanding the thinking of 
many of c~ur  country 's  Prolestarlt  forcihears in their  political thinking. 

Pauck su l~p l i e s  hei l~ful  introductions io  both works. T r a n s l ~ t i o n  
credits helorig to Lowell 3. Sa t re  on the Loci. and I'aul Larkin 011 F3ucer1s 
work,  \\pith t.he editor Iiin'1se1f coll:;hor.at.ing on both. 

I.:. 17. TClzi.(j 

FOR MISSIOKARZES OXLY. By .Joseph L. Cannon, Baker Book House, 
Grand R a l ~ i d s ,  196'1. 96 pages. Cloth. $2.95. 

Here  is a cr isp,  tell-it.-like-it-is vignette of nlissio~lary life and  work. 
I t  is told hy n forrner lnissionary to Japan,  .Joseph L. Cannon, who is pres- 
ently serving on Okinawa. Tfe touches on a wide ar ray  of n~iss ionary  
concerns. With  an intinlate style he  describes his own feelings and  
experiences tinder. tantalizing topic headings such  as: Missionary With A 
Big h'I: The  I lay  I Gave the Church to Christ ;  Exes; The Canary Who 
Forgot I t s  Song:  Do you Jisve A Desert Handy?  

This  brief grclsentation lllakes fascinating reading for those who wan t  
to know what  i t ' s  really like to  be a missionary. For those who already 
know what  it's l ike i t  presents a fresh and helpful perspective. Cannon 
does not cxpress himself in fancy theoretical rhetoric, but in  plairi talk. 
Plainly his book conveys an essentially 13iblical viewpoint of mission and  
nlission work. 

Cannon is pungent when h e  analyzes the  reasons why there  a re  so 
Inany c!x-missionaries. His presentation of t he  nlission of the missionary 

is unlnistakably clear and emphatic. He is balanced in  his outlook, and  
his  remarks hea l  the s tamp of years of experience. 

&Iissionaries, prospective missionaries, pastors, you'll enjoy reading 
this one, and hav ing  i t  on hand for futurc reference. 

O t t o  (7. Hi?l.txe 
. - .- - - . - 

THEOLOGY. AN ASSESSMENT O F  CURRENT TRENI.)S. By Edward 
fY. Uthe ,  direct(;?'. Fortress  Press, Philadelphia, 1968. 164 pages. 
Paper. $2.25. 

Here  the  reader will find a report of the  Lutheran Church in 
America's Task  group for  long range planning. Pastors and theologians 

representing various boards and  cornlllissions of The Lutheran  Church 
in America were given the  a.ssignment of planning for the 1970's. These 



meti were given the task of forecas t ing  the shape of ilie s o c i c i r  i,, , , .lilLh 

and to which the  Church will be ministc?ring, assessirlg t h e  112;,,,, 
- ,, 

with which t h e  Lutheran Church  i n  America should be collcc.rrled ,,, L h , ,  

decade just begun. The findings of this  plaririing gro11p (ic.; 

be employed by LCA boards a n d  connmissions to guide theln it-] f o l . r ~ l u i ; i C i o r !  

of policy and progranl. 
This  project, a s  the editor of the  book states ,  was froili its \.ey) incel,- 

tion interested in the theological discil~liries which a rc  i ~ l l p o r t . ~ ~ ~  soul.ccs 

for  the church's conception of itself and of i ts  program. ?'he vrc.fiicc. h a s  
this  admirable and correct asser t ion:  "Theology provides  norjllii ,ir,d 

goals for  the nature and mission of the church." ( p .  7 ) .  The t a s k  grc,ljll 
was to  deal witti three cluestions: 1. What a r e  the d i r e c t i o ~ l ~  ill ,,~,:,:~, 
current  theological thought appears  to be moving?;  2. LVhat key 
theological issues wh ich  persons a re  likely to face duri l ig t he  Iles, 
years'!; srld 3. H o w  can the church  assist persons t o  deal w i t h  t,ht.sc i s s , l i . s  

in ways which are  rrleanirlgful a n d  relevant? 
The  present volu~ile gives the  results of t he  th ink ing  of t ] > i r t y  loi l l -  

theologians, Riblical scholars a n d  church leaders  involved in t lie ;lssc.s?- 
nlent proje(!t. The report is l imited mainly to arlswering t h e  ffi~.s[. t \ c , ~  

questions, although it provides prel iminary answers  to t h e  thir-d rluc. '<I 1011 

Another vo lun~e ,  Sig?tifictmt I s s t ~ c s  for the  1970: does make co~lc.rel.c: s i ig -  

gestions for the congregations of the  Lutheran  Church i n  Ar1ler . i~ ;~ .  

This  report  is valuable in  s t a t ing  and describing the! d i ~ e r . ~ ~ ~ l t .  schools 
of contemporary theology. Like in theology so  today there  ax-? cliffescll~ 
schools of Biblical int.ergretation, whose principles of i n t e r p r e t s t i o ~ ~  deter- 
mine the caliber of theology he ld  a n d  propounded. A n o t h e r  ~.~zajor .  ~ . i , p i c  

receiving attention in this r epor t  is t ha t  of Christ ian e t h i c s .  T3ere ~ J ~ ; I I I I  

the report reflects diversity of viewpoint:. as it. i s  seen f rom t h e  t l l r ~ o l o g i n n s  

o f  the last decades. 

Still another  chapter i n  t h i s  report  evaluates t he  developnlenr of t h e  

ecumenical movement and w h a t  t he  relationship of L u t h e r a n s  s h o i ~ l d  be t o  
ecuinenisni. If :i church body cooperates with other  bodies o f  C h r i s t  e r l d o ~ ~ ~ .  
how will i t  he able to rnaintain i t s  own confessional pos i t i on  is a pl.ohl~~l! 
also discussed in this document. I t  seems to be the pos i t i on  of the re lwr t  
"that  the Lutheran confessional position places her  Inore c:onlpati\)ly w i i h  
Roman Catholicism than wi th  Protestantisnl in  general.  This would  sewn 
to give her  added responsibility fo r  ecumenical i nvo lvemen t .  Ln fact  ~t 

will be increasingly difficult fo r  American Lutherans  t o  m a i n t a i n  l.heir 
biblical and  confessional i n t eg r i ty  apa r t  f rom significant irivolverllerlt x i t h  

bot.h IZornan (:atholics and Protes tants"  ( p .  1 3 6 ) .  

The las t  chapter t rea ts  of the  "church a n d  its mission."  Recent (:on- 

cepts of what. the church shou ld  be a s  well a s  its rnissiorl a r e  preserlted. 
Like in t h e  previous chapters  here also t h e  reader w i l l  f i n d  1)osit.ions 
tha t  a r e  s tar t l ingly different  f rom those tradi t ional ly h e l d  as based on the  
New Testament. 

Although this volume w a s  mainly to show wha t  c u r r e n t  s tances tilere 

a re  on major  issues confronting the church, it is clear froln Irlal'y state. 



~ n e n t s  throughout thc  report t h a t  contemporary society and the  dominant 
Inotifs  in theology a r e  to deter~xline the church's beliefs and ethical prac- 
tices rathcr  than  the  clear teachings of Holy Writ .  The  solu S c ~ - i p t u ~ a  
princil)le of histor-ical IJulheranis~ll  no longer is accepted! Theology has 
to be dyna~rlic and  11ot s tat ic  and  thus Scriptural doctrines and  ethical 
directives wilI need to be adjusted t o  the moods of the  time! 

CALLS AND VACANCIES. Oscar TI. Reinboth, editor. Concordia Publish- 
ing House, S t .  I ~ o n i s ,  1067. 70 pages. Paper. $1.00. 

There a re  probably very few clergymen who have not had the experi- 
ence of considering a call to  another  parish or  of helping a congregation 
t,hrough a vacancy. Which person in such n situation has  not at some 
tinle wondered exactly how to cope with some of the problenls tha t  ar ise? 
~ u l l s  c1.n.d Vac(~nc*i.es. a 1967 paperback, offers pract.ica1 and theological 
direction to pastor and  congregation a t  such occasions. 

Victor Albers, Atlantic Distr ict  executive secretary, details the con- 
siderations a pastor should take  into account upon receipt of a call. A 
~iutnber of pertinent questions, such  as the  setting of a salary, visit by the 
pastor-elect, and even the use of computerized information in  pastoral 
placement a re  raised and discussed in the chapter on filling a vacancy 
by Lloyd Goetz, North Wisconsin District president. I n  the final chapter,  
Oscar Reinboth, a synodical ~n i s s ion  director a t  t he  time he edited this 
book, explicates t he  mission of a congregation during a vacancy. 

Of central irnport to the practical issues raised in this  book seems to 
be the pastor's assessment of h is  effectiveness in a current  or expected 
parish and a congregation's appraisal  of the potential effectiveness of 
candidates on i ts  call list to execute its unique ministry. During this 
period of high mobility of clergy i n  our church such proble~iis a r c  of no 
slight moment and  require much more  deliberate research than has  here- 
tofore been produced. 

The authors a r e  to be commended not only for recording suggested 
i~rocedures to be followed but  also for  pointing readers (pastors and  con- 
gregational lay leaders)  in the proper direction a s  they face the problems 
of calls and vacancies. 

il.lLcn Nnz~s s  

NO OTHER NAME. By Ar thur  E. Graf. Fa i th  Publications, 210 Dix 
Road, Jefferson City, Missouri, 1970. 157 pages. Cloth. $3.50. 

This volume contains nineteen sermons, comprising two distinct series 
of sermons; one dealing with Len t  and  the other with the Ten Command- 
ments. The  purpose of these sermons  is s tated by the  former professor of 
Practical theology' of Concordia Seminary, Springfield as follows: "NO 
Other Name" is published in the  hope tha t  God might  be all to  all  who 

read this book-that He might be both Savior and Lord. There is no 



other  God L O  save u s  f rom sin a n d  dcath. T h e r e  is no o t h e r  God who ?~as 
t h e  r igh t  t o  expec t  o u r  obedierice. The L e n t e n  series eln1)hasizes tfir 
l'ol.lner fhe  S~I .~F :S  011 t,he Ten Commandnlcnl.:iden.s t.11~3 lattc!r." 

T h e  reader  will find t h a t  these  ilr(? Bible-centered serIriolis. 111 whicli 

quof.;it.ioris fro111 12le I!ible a b o u n d .  T h e  ;ruthor g i~ r . s  e\:idence of a t h o ~ , o u g h  
knowledge of Biblical doctrirle a n d  also has t . l~e  gift. of l ~ r e s e n t i n g  them 
clcixrly 1.0 liis peoplr:. 'The s e r m o n s  ill t h i s  book \\.ere pi-esched t,o his 
cn!l,yreg;ttion in  .Jcberson Ci ty ,  hlIissoul'i. Law nrld (.:ospeI art? proper ly  
used and  dist.inguished. 7'he dic t ion of  t.hese s e ~ . m o l ~ s  is siniple.  dignified, 
sui ted t.o 1-hc l.ilnos, x i ~ d  t h e  a ~ ~ ~ ) l i c a t i o n s  a r e  1)rnctiral .  2'1ir a u t h o r  k n o w s  
his  J.3iblc- a ~ ~ d  givcs indicatioii o f  knowing his ~ e o ~ l i - :  as \veil. 

.Both sories s h o t ~ l d  lead God's people t.o see Mis will Inore c lear ly ,  b u t  
above all t o  ap13r.ec.ixte the i r  Sa.vior niure fu l ly .  17:is(o~. Graf is also the  
a.uihor of  l w o  ol'her s ~ r l n o n j c  h e l g s :  I i -u . l lc i~<t  cori.1. ' l ' c~ . !h .~ , l .~ l  7 1 ' i . t J ~  (>-of1 a n d  
l 'o~cc~lt  t 1f:irth .1. I 'r icc.  

IZuy? ,~o i !  tL I.', d l i r b l o . y  
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