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T H E  STRANGE SILEKCE O F  THE I3IBLE IN T H E  CHURCIT. 13y James  
L). Smart.  The  Westrninster Press, Philadelphia. 1970. 186 pages. 
Paper.  $2.95. 

T h e  reviewer approached this book with considerable expectation. 
for t h e  subtitle of th is  volume clainled that  i t  was "A Study in Her-  
~neneutics." Hernleneutics is the greatest ~ r o b l e r n  of our time in the 
church;  how does one correctly understand and interpret  the Bible? The 
reader will find various suggestions for  the interyretatiorl of the Scrip- 
tures in  this volunle, hut  nothing start l ing new will be found! 

Dr. James Smar t ,  professor of Biblical interl)retation a t  the famous 
Union Theological Seminary, New York Cii7, was motivated to pen this 
book by the decline of the use of the Rible in Protestantisnl in general. 
I n  the  opening chapters he investigates the reasons for  the disuse of the 
Bible i n  the cllurclles and endeavors to make the Bible nleaningful for 
people today. 

One of the reasons for the  lack of interest in the Bible has been the 
failure of Protestant  clergy of shar ing  with their people the critical ap- 
l~ roach  that  they have learned a t  the  seminaries. Sinart believes tha t  
acquainting nlenlbers with the newer views about the nature of the Eible 
would enable church peol~le to read the Bible with intelligence. Thus  
he wrote :  "Par t  of the  c l~urch ' s  l)rohlen~ is tha t  t h e  influence of the 
enlightenment. is only now reaching the  broad ~nenlbership of the church" 
(P .  1 1 9 ) .  It  is interesting to note tha t  Professor Snlart  clainls that  not 
until 1967 did the United Presbyterian in  the U.S.A. officially free itself 
fro111 t h e  type of thinking that  had characterized the  precritical age. 

According to Dr. Smart  the present. day problem is  to nlake biblical 
religion confornl to contemporary culture instead of set t ing up  standards 
based on biblical teachings and esllect nlen to live according to thein. 
This  is one of the theses in this volume that  the church nlust have an  
interaction with the culture and fro111 this  clash or meeting there should 
collle n course for  action. If this  is the case, why all this  concern that the 
message of the  prophets should be heard! How relevant, one might ask 
was Jeremiah i11 his day, who refused to accept the demands of his day's 
culture which allowed for sy~icret isnl  and unfaithfulness to Yahweh and 
l l i s  Law. 

T h e  I!nion Seminary professor berates the Protestant  pulpit for not 
utilizing and illaking known to congregations the knowledge i ts  occupants 
had acquired a s  a result of having been "grounded in the inethods and 
values of historical criticism." Could the possible reason be tha t  the 
graduates of seminaries that  practice historical criticism are  fearful t ha t  
if they were to  tell their  people tha t  t he  Bible was replete with contradic- 
tions, errors, t ha t  nlany of its traditional teachings a r e  based on myth and 
fable, that lilost if not all miracles of the 13:ible never occurred and repre- 
sent  t h e  thinking of a gre-Copernican and prescientific age, the people 
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wolild iosc interest. i i i  t h e n  church?  What lllc?lllbctrs a r e  going to t;lke the 
Bible sc?riou.-;ly when the)  a r e  told 1.ha.t. it is one thing to establish what  
the tes t  I3:lt another  test what it. lllealis N O U : .  The ineaning orice given 
to it. i n  1.11~ pa.st. is riot the  o~it .  it has  today. 

A n  usa~nlili. of this  new k~~ov ,~ l edge  tha t  should be shared, for  
exanlpie, is t he  critical view t h a t  The  Book of -4cts does not coille directly 
from t h e  Al~ostolic Church but  from tlle following generations aiid liails 
froin a t ime m-llcn t h e  wri ters  have eliniinated the clashes tilat had oc- 
curred in tlie Al~ostol ic  period. Jesus Christ is depicted as a child of his 
age who suffered fro111 the  limitntioris of his time! The  author gives liis 
readers  i:o critciria with which lo  distinguish the alleged chaff from the  
wheai. i11 the teachings o f  .Jesus. 

I)r. S x n r t  cliaracterizes tlle belief tha t  the Bible has authority I~ellind 
it to  show us wllat God has done for our salvation aiid how Ile  expects 
us to  live a s  naive. I l e  clainls t ha t  submitting to Scripture is as liaive as  
obeying the Pope. God does not exercise His authority through the Bible. 
This  notion inust be abandoned. Men inust have freedoni to make their  
own decisions in t he  existence in which they are involved. 

I t  is also a inistaken notion, taught in the Scriptures, that the 
Chris t ian fai th is t h e  t rue  and  correct one. Thus he wrote: "Therefore 
a n  Israel  tha t  c i a i ~ n s  a n  esclusive role to the one t rue  God or a Christian 
church tha t  regards itself a s  the sole repository and guarantee of divine 
t ru th  seems t o  exhibit  a narrowness of mind tha t  is no longer tolerable" 
( p .  $12) .  

I n  this  volurne I'rofessor Smar t  believes tha t  he is  sniarter than Jesus 
who sa id :  "If ye continue in illy word, then are  ye lily disciples indeed: 
and yc3 shall know t h e  t ruth,  and tho trutli shall iiiake you froc!." 

COVENANT, T H E  HISTORY O F  A BIBLICAL IDES. By Dclhert H. 
IIillers. The  Johns  Hopkins Press ,  Baltimore, 1969. 194 pages. 13a]~er. 
$1.95. 

Th i s  is one of t h r ec  1)ublished ~ ~ o l u n ~ e s  in the series entitled, Scrrr i ~ r t r n  
1 ) )  t h e  Ilistol-?I of Itlttrs. Thc idea of covenant bet~veen God and I l is  people 
is a recurr ing conce1,t in the Old Testament. The word cove~ia i~ t  (Hebrew. 
ber i th)  occurs 257 ti incs in tlie Old Testament books. God made covenants 
with Soah .  ~ I b r a h a r n ,  the children of Israel a t  AIt. Sinai, with David's 
house, and proi i~ised to make a new covenant in Jeremiah 31:31-34.  Eich- 
rodt was convinced tha t  t he  theology of the Old Testanleiit could be 
organized around t h e  covenant concept. I t  is Dr. Hiller's contention that 
the covenant idea pr ior  to this  century had proven to  be very elusive and 
tha t  tlie terill was not  properly understood by biblical scllolars until the 
archaeological discoveries in  the  Kear  East were found and have helped 
scholars  to de te rmine  the relationship between the cultural and political 
forces a ~ l d  t h e  eillergcnce of t he  idea. 

111 this volullle Dr. Hillers endeavors to present for the layruen a uni- 
fied account of the way ancient Hi t t i t e  and Near Eastern treaty forms have 



influenced the biblical idea of tlie covertant and  how variant  fornis  of tlie 
berith collcel)t :Lre found dur ing  :.Id rrc~st,?~nent til?les llntil the !?eriod of 
che Qui l~rani te  Esse~ies.  111 inforiiiirig the reader of what to espcct Ili l lers 

says : 

F(jl. dif'l'c:r~:1lt t)ll1.1)()st+s, xb7(> iiii.qhI r(:;lso~i. a~l(;i[!~lt l ~ ~ t ~ e l i t . ~ ~  I > ~ I X S ~ .  h:iv(: 
differ-rnt fornls: and  ~roce t lures  for c*oiicluding :I 1)illdillg agreement. It 
is (~(1u:~lly 1)ossit)le that, solne Israr l i t i - :~ thonght  of' a, r.(?ligii)us covena.nt 
b;)s[7(2 on oil? legal form, \vhiltb ot1ier.s. c-:ithri at. fhr  samc! tiine or iu 
different. ])eri(>d, cherished the idea 01'  a coveliarit derived h 'ol l~ a dif- 
fpr.(->llt sort 0:' illst.rlllllc?rlt.. 'rhe i ~ s t  [if t h i s  l~ook  \\.ill be writ 1 el.! from 

~)oini  of viem, Illat, there were ixr ious  ways of co1ic:eiving thc  cove- 
narlt wi1.h c o d  in  anciellt, Israel,  ccnt.erod aboui t w o  ol>i)(>site. alnlost 

c:ont.~.adicto~'y nol.ions (1,. ii 1 .  

T h c  author  presents the  data of Old Testaincnt history and tl:eology 
from the viewpoint of the higher critical interpretation of t he  Old Testa- 
ment .  Thc Documentary Hypothesis is accepted a s  fact aiid t he  history 
of t he  Old Testament  is fitted into this l i terary schenle with the result 
tha t  assertions and  happenings of the biblical t ex t  a re  questioned or 
rejected. Fo r  Professor Hillers, the  account in  Isaiah 36:4-13 is a record 
of what  should have happened hu t  ac t l~a l lp  did not  occur. 

The  a t~ t ,hor  shows how the Hit t i te  forill :)f suzel'ainty tr6lat.y dis- 
cussed by Mendenhall in Lnlc (n1d Cove?zcrnt in  Israel atzd t h e  -. l t~ciet~t 
S e r r ' t ,  East is found in Esodus 20 and  Joshua 24. I t  would appear  that 
both i\Ioses a n d  Joshua were acquainted with the  type of coveilalit that. 
has  heen found arnong the historical Hit t i te  documents froill Asic Minor. 
Hillers recognizes t h a t  the Xoahic covenant and t h e  Abrahamic covenant 
do not  reflect all t he  elements found in the  Hit t i te  treaties.  T h e  Johns 
Ho1)kins professor does not represent Yahweh as nlakiilg a covenant with 
the house of David despite the  fact tha t  t he  biblical t es t  clearly portrays 
God a s  revealing the  nature of this  covenant to Nathan ,  t h e  ~ r o p l i c t  who 
in  t u r ~ i ,  111akes Yahweh's will known to Ilavid. 111 t rue  critical fashion he 
at t r ibutes  this  covenant as basically originating with those a round David 
who, believed they had visions and  auditions t ha t  God was ma.king such 
a covenant, ~ ~ i o t i v a t e d  by the coilviction t h a t  such a covenant was neces- 
sa ry  t o  make for  a "strong king and  the survival of his dynasty." While 
past Lutl1el.a.n interpretation of I1 Saniuel 7 : l l - 1 7  and  I1 Saiiluel 23:l-5 
regarded these passages as  blessianic, this understanding is conlyletely 
ruled out! Hillers clai~ils that. there  is a great difference between the 
Sinai  Covei~aiit  aiid t.he Uavidic Covenant. 

Xlt l~ough thc  word "berith" is not  em1)loyed in t he  prophetical litera- 
tu re  Ili l lers,  rcfcrr ing to h is  own studies a s  well as those of &loran,  con- 
tends tha t  f l i e  prnpl?ets 111ade use of the !awsuit form a n d  eml)loyed 
various curses t ha t  in their oracles call be paralleled i n  Near Eastern 
covenant li terat~lr-e. 

The Eook of :>euterononly, held to  have been wri t ten at the  t ime of 

Josiah by critical scholarsllip, Hillers claiiiis colltains older material. In 
fact he s h o ~ v s  how thc  early Hit t i te  loi*m of t h ~  suzerainty (.ovenan( 



constitutes the  s t ruc ture  of the  book. With Dr. Kline, howeyer, one might 
argue tha t  sirice the  Hit t i te  suzerainty trcaty was a fornl in vogue between 
1600 and  1200 B.C., w h y  could riot bIoses (1450-1400 B.C.) have used this 
contcinporary form in set t ing forth the  niaterinl in Deuieronomv? Nothing 
in rJeuteronomp hin ts  a t  a situation conc.erned with the seventh century 
I3.C. Deuterolionly repeatedly stated t.hat XIosos acted and Moses wrc~ie. 
Thr! 11 igher critical view of a sel-enth-century 3 . .  origin is ~;i:posed 011 

the 11ook but not deduced froiii i ts  contents. "The So~ ig  of 3loses" is 
also said to c'cntain a n  ancient form of the corenant by Eiillers. 

While t he  author has collected iriteresting and valuable ?iiat.e~ial : l h o n ~  
(.he c:ovcna~i-t form, we I~e!ieve tha t  the illajor thrust  ol most of !hc: 
1)ihlical covenants is  niisscd by failure to recognize tlicir soreric charnc~trr. 
that  Ihcy all  eit.her dircctiy or  iitdirccti:;, and c:s!>ecially the S c ~ v  
(:ovt:nant of Jcremia.h, predicted the. coii:i:?g of' the  3lessinh and the 
Alessianic e ra  of the New Tr:st.a~nent, a s  c,lcarly s l ~ o ~ \ l ~ ~  in H e b 1 . e ~ ~  ch~~1) ters  
S and 10.  

T ? c I ~ / ) ~ !  0 7 1  (; J7.  A'tl ?.!I I ( . ) . ! /  

TI1E L)EAL) SEA ISAIAH SCROLL. 13y Joseph R. Rosenbloom. STT, R 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids. 1970. S8 pages. ('loth. 
$4.50. 

Th i s  volunie is concerned with the  nlost significant Biblical docunlent 
discc>vered i l l  Cave 1 of Qumran, naliioly, tb.e coinplete Isaiah Scroll. Dr. 
Joseph Rosenhloolll of the  Classics I)cl)artiiit?nt of W a s h i n ~ t o n  University. 
St .  Louis. has  made a coinl)arison of the Deatl Sea Isaiah Scroll and t h ~  
3Iasoretic text of the Riblin Hebrrr.i!:c?.. The procedure used by the author. 
while it: does involve thc  e~nplopilient of tcst.ual c:;.itic.isi>~, does not haye 
as i t s  ob,jectivc the  detection or elimination of errors in the Dead Sea 
Scroll AIS so tha t  t he  original version of the t e s t  :night bc restored. 
Instead,  i t  represents a n  exercisc in lo~ver  critic is!^^: the com~ar ison  of the 
Qunlran t e s t  with t h e  textual tradition found in the  Hebrew Bible. 

Dr. Rosenbloom has  given a detailed analysis and comparison of the 
Isaiah Qumran manuscript with the  t e s t  of the Bibliu. Hebl-clica. In  doing 
this  he  bricgs in for consideration variolls aspects of tlie ancient trans- 
nlissiori of the  Bible a s  me11 a s  the na ture  of the Hebrew language current 
a t  t he  time tlie Qumran m;lni~scr.il)t IVRS copied. The render will find rhat  a 
discussion of e w r y  inn.jor variation of the manuscript has beell included. 
The  author's chapter by chapter analysis constitutes the voluine a s  an 
esccllcnt iiitroductioll for the ad-c:anced student who desires an  initiation 
into the  field of lower Old Tcstalilent Biblical criticism. 

*4s a result of h is  l i terary analysis the author has  reached the follow. 
ing conclusions. He i s  convinced tha t  t he  Qumran 31s is an interpretative 
copy of the Masoretic test .  Thus he wrote: "The purpose of the composi- 
tion seems to  h a w  heen tlie ~ r o d u c t i o n  of a siiliplified ~rersion of thc 
AlT, a version which would eliiiiinate many of the difficulties which the 
illT wou!d present to those for who111 Hebrew was not  a priniary language 
(p.  81)." Other variations were pronipted by holllileticni axld theological 
considerations. 



Dr. 1Zosenl)l::itt. esuouses the rhcory thor  onc  reason for ti,(; d i f f ~ r e n c e s  
]let-ween i.he C!unil.nn t.cx!. a n d  that  of tht: Rlasc~rcttic rcs t  i:: due f.(> t,ile fact. 
t ha t  hot11 li.1.rt:j ;'s~j-c-:sel;t diiTnl~?nt rcccr:si~nr; r , j  t.l?c cirigina.! a.u!;rxrnl-!!lic 
ttl.-t. The: I .XS is ::aid i:o hc. a third r-i.i.:e~i.sion c i i '  1.ht: ori;>i?ia.l It?:,(. S!-i.lilel\ts 
intprc+sled i l l  O. ' r .  t.;-s\.r~:ii criticisili wi l l  -;:n.;i.i. t o  cciii:;u!t :hi:: \:>!!ll;-:c~ a t ~ d  
~ S : ~ J I I ~ Z ~ P  i ts i:laii~!s. 

::;17!772 [ I I ! { ~  p', ,<,';! :.), ;! ;.i; 

IJr.. Eti.:;:ii.d Young \\\.lie died t~>;c! yt~i1.s ago hati b ~ e a i  :i:iy!!cji~~i.c;tl solncz 
years n,qo Lo S(.! the  pditfir of %'!;c S c i ! .  i:, : t . ! . ! ! l i i i ! j ~ : l [  ( ' i l ; ! i  l / l  C?ii?:!?-ji / j j t  ! ; c f  

()[/; 'l'c,s?i! i?? ( , ) I ! .  I--j.e in11:;::hc.d t.hi5, new O l d  Tesia!iienl i'Ol?ll:lr.:?ta 1.y sc:ri~s 
\vi[ll ~;~~i!:lile I ( ~ i  Is;~,i:ih { i $ l j 5 ]  y:hi,:l>, co7;~:rei.j i.:h;~l)t.~??:~, i-1Z. Tllc> i.iz-.escx~t 
y ~ l u n l e  carries tht: csposit.ion of Isaini! :!ll.ough ti l l  i'!islit~?r 23. 1)r. 

\-otillg st.a(.ed thr~t  it, ;vas his o!;jeci.it;c to :~llo\\r t!?i:i l!!".)~k~tc?i. 1sain.h 1.0 

speak f t . i r  h i~nse i f .  Thc  3at.ho15's sL ; i~~d~>~~i i ? t .  is I.!iat the 8t~r:ptl::~c.i; are  
:~ l~so lu t r l y  ~ r ~ l s t u r o r t h y .  It w a s  V o n n ~ ' s  i1ltent.icjll to  r.akc? 111, a disc~lssior: 
of c l i ~  ~1~t i l t ) r sh i I )  of the sixty-six chn!:t,ers of t l ~ c  book ill the  th i rd  \-olunie 
which he h;itl co:i:l)ic;tc'!l i;eiorc+ his uilti~iiely dcatn.  I j r .  I?.. l i .  Har r i so~ i  
has beer1 a~)!)ointi.d successor 1.0 Ijr .  I 'oung editrjr o!' 7'li./: ,\'::I(: 

I ~ ? / ~ : ) . ~ ! ! I ! ~ C I I ! ( I /  ( ' O I I ! ~ ; ~ C ? ! / < I ~ ~ > /  0 ? 1  t 7 1 ~  (1?1-? : ~ ( 7 . x ! ( : ; ~ ~ , c ~ ~ ~ f ,  p~vje(:ted t.o 11avc: t.hirty- 
t\vo ~oiu!llrjs. 

I n  :hi.; new co~ill!ic?~itary ser'it:s ;:a.i:l? n.ut.l'!n:- will rtr'es#:?r.t h i s  ow11 
in~cl.l)~.c.t.atitjn, as is t h e  csse with ?!I;. ~ o ~ ~ ! m ( : ~ i r % r y  t:,n 1:;:iinh. i ir .  Youriy 
lias c-:l-:d-:.cavore(i to u~ i l i zc  fully thcl contrii)uLioris r ; i  r;.::ial,lc ~ ~ l i c ~ l : i r ~ h i j \ .  
:incicri!, n l e d i e ~ a l  and  modern. The  fornter' '?:est:nil:st.er 1>1-~.jfessc~r had 
derorcd a 1ifet.inie o f  s!.udy to Isaiah s:!ti !!ad prepared Itiniself f l , r  t h e  
wri t inz of t.llis commc-ntar?; \vhi!:h so far totals over ll.li(i pages for rlie 
lil-st half o f  Isaiah.  Chs. 1-39. 

i\lan;- chal)t.crs in 113-39 a r e  dc?nied to Isaiah h y  modern critica! scholnr- 
sh ip ,  ii1ain!y oIi tiic groulid tha t  superliaturalist.ic pr'oy)hecy is imprc~ha1)le. 
Clial~t t!rs 36-31), also found in 2 Kings IS : 9-20:  19, arc usual1 y asi:ribcd by 
critical scholars to  the author  of I i i ~ l g s  and thus  were later incor~orateci  
into Iaaialt by  :i la ter  editor or school of editors. I n  a spcxittl a ~ ~ e n d i s  
the aat!ior exami~ ie s  and con1;)ares the Kiog's passage with Isaiah 36-39 
and  ~.eachc:s tlie coriclusion tha t  the evidence points to  Isaiah :is the  au thor  
arid 1.1:e aut,hoi- of f i i ~ i g s  as the  borrower of Isaiah's ni2~t.eri:il. Frec1l-iently 
in t he  course of h i s  exposition Young indicat.ed t h a t  he  held that Iherc? 
was  a conri1iuit.y betxeen (Iliapters 1.49 atid 40-GG. 

The  comliientnrp was wri t ten for t hc  Sunday School teacher  arid the 
ilastor a n d  therefore Hebrew words a re  few in t h e  test ,  a n d  ~ecl inical  
allusions a r e  placed in  the foornotcs, and in special appendices. 

Chapters 2-1-27, and chapters 31-35 are c o m i ~ ~ o ~ l l y  referred to as the 
iirst and second Isaianic agocalypscs nrtd because apocalytic in character 

a r e  supposed to represent a late develol~ment in .Hebrew theology. These 
six chapters arc? often considered t,o belotig to the  I-lellenistic period when 



this type of th inking  is supposed tc: have been prevalent. However, Dr. 
You~lg  cioes ~ i o t  iii:c~l;t 1,he theory that. apocalyptical ~nnter ia l  indicates la te  
authorshjp. beca.use i f  God mas the t rue  autlior o f  Isaiah's prophecies he  
coulct 1i1;~l;e kut~rvn ilie grc:it events t ha t  would occur in subsequent ages 
a ~ l d  ; L ~ S O  annciunc-:e ihti cvccts that  would acconipany the  great day  of  
judgn~ent .  

\?;hen vijlunle 111. corering c h a p t c ~  40-66, allgears, tlie trilogy of 
Yourig i l l 1  Isaiah m a y  go down as t,he greatest Isaiah commentary t,o be 
produc,?d i l l  tile tive~lcjeth century by s scl!olarsllip faithf!~l to the her- 
menouticz and Le:tchings c!f t,hc Eible. 

~ . ? ( L ? / I I I  t ) t i , ( l  F. L S ~ ~ O ~ ~ ) ~ ~ . ? ~ ! ~  

A XI-IOFtTEFt LIFE O F  CIIRIST. 1;y Donald Guthrie. Co~ltciliporary 
E~nnge1 i :~a l  f'crsgectives. Zondervan Publishing House, Crr~uid Rapids. 
1970. 1st; ;>ages. I'apcr. 

J l r . .  Gut.llrie, pl.ofessor of Xew Testament Studies a t  London Bible 
Collept., hal.dly needs a n  introduction. Conscrvatire 1,utlierans recognize 
him a s  an  aut.hority i11 thc a r ea  of Ken- Testamellt Studies. 

Ziel,ct js a tjook ~ v h i c h  can be used with l~rol i t  by the  pastor. teacher or 
lay111;in. Techliicaiities arc  held to a n~inimuli l  so that  the non-specialist 
can understand thc issues involved. But ,  a s  the cover states: "This survey 
of t he  lift2 of Christ is an up-to-date account of the background. sources 
and historical outliile of the revolutionary life of Jesus Christ." There is 
inuch fo r  t.he pastor o r  teacher who ~visl ies  to review or  bring hiniself up  
to datc concerning the gospels. 

After  311 i n~ roduc to ry  cl ial~ter  t he  remaining nine chapters dir jde 
tl~ei!lselvss under  three  heads: Three chapters are d e ~ o t c d  to the back- 
ground, the  various apl~roaches to the life of Christ and the  literary sources 
for t he  life of Christ. Xext, three chapters  a r e  devoted to a reconstl-uc- 
tion of the actuai  events  of t h e  life of Jesus. Here Dr.  Guthrie follows 
the ti-aditio~ial a ~ p r o n c h :  though he  adlnits t,hat "it is not possible to 
rcconsLruct a biogrnl)lly of Jesns in t h e  iilodcrn sense of the word" (page 
3 0 ) .  Finally, th ree  chapters a r e  given to the teaching and miracles of 
Jesus a n d  w h a i  thc remainder of t h e  New Testament has to say about 
Jesus. The filial i~a rag raph  of the  book reads: "I-Iowever lilariy sided the  
views of the ear ly  Clil-istians regarding Jesus, there i s  a basic oneness 
throughout.. Jcsus  is illore than  a figure of history, althongh He is tha t .  
He is t he  exalted Lord whose llower ranges over the whole created order.  
but Ile holds n s l~ec ia l  relationsliil~ to His  Church." 

T h e  book is easy to read, collies from the  pen of a conipcterit and 
reliable scliolar and,  for  its size, is qui te  inclusive in content. The Lutheran 
reader will 11ot agree tha t  "bread symbolized Hi s  broken body, and wine 
His lloured ou t  blood" (page 12s) but  will find inally statements, such 
as tlie following, which will war111 his heart :  ",ls Christ was raised froill 
the dead, so sha l l  t he  beiiever be. The resurrection is, therefore, the 

surety for  the  ultinlate t r iumph of fa i th  over the grave. I t  is by the 
resurrection t h a t  the  divine approval i s  shown for the work of Christ 



Ill)c;n t h r  cross ' (pagc~ i 2 3 j  A:: ~ 1 1 ~ .  col:cr s tntes .  'This  is a u i~ iquc  hibll- 
ogr:~l)!ly of Oilc who was both God and  ~nai!." 

Hc~?.old f:ir7s 

CO'J'TOS PATCH VERSION O F  7vIATTI-IETT' A X E  JCIHX. Ey Clarence 
.Jordan. A4ssociaiion Press ,  Sen.  York. 1970. i 2 S  pages. Cloth. $4.95. 
I'aper. $2.50. 

Unless there a r e  uilgublished rnnnuscri:jts hidden in his desk, tliis 
is  last .ivork of the late Clarence: .Jordan, a nlan ' ~ r h ~ j  111111~ suspended 
1,et;veell lo\.e fo!. t.he (;reek Xew Testamc?iit a n d  a n  eilua! love for all 
t h e  pc.:opie of the Soutll. Jo~.dan'r;  contribution was 1:v express t!lp Scriliturr 
as if it were t ak ing  place somewhere in the  southern l)ax-t of the  United 
States. I t  iliigllt be jarring to read that   he temptat ion took place on the 
st,c.el)le of F i rs t  Church in Atlanta and t h a t  af ter  t he  rcsu~.rection .Jesus 
me t  His disci1)les i n  ciiai)aii:a. All of t!le Biblical geography is tr:insposed 
t o  places in the southern st,ates. ,The linguist will i:nmediutely throw his 
hands  up in liorror.  13ut.. -;v114-'! He :vorked out of rhe Greelr New Testa- 
men t  and 1va.s no 'latt.er day '  Russell -.vl:o illerely paraphra.:ed rhe English 
translatior:. The   nor? tli<:ologica!ly directed lllighi accasr? him of untyifig 
t h e  incarnation from a sliecific history and  geogral>hy: holvever. tllerc 
a r e  no traces of Eultniann's izlcising the 'Gospel' ou t  of history. Jordan 
did what Chris t ians have always tried to do: ui1derstnr:d Jesus as a 
Savior \vho comes t.o me now. TT'liat pastor i:ould iake exception to  this: 
I ~ l s t e ~ i  - .  to a sevitil year old Sllrlday School child descriSe how Dsiiiel and 

the  king were good buddies who used to liiay hall trigether. Would you 
stop t.he kid and  give him a lkc?.ure on what Babylonians, Chaldeans. 
iPIedtls and Persians did ior  recreationa.ry diversions:' Tile conteinporary 
recc~nstruction is nt)solutely revo1utionar)- for t h e  K J V  est:iblislinlent. 
There's not1lii:g l ike  it. Nor even Phillips. Apart fro131 the  shoc:k, certain 
sections a r e  brill iant.  Sinloll is given tlle 11iclr:lanle o f  tlie Rock. (Beauti- 
i u l !  ) Tile first disciple is also called Simon Johnson. That ' s  ad\:ance on 
Siinon Gar Jona. Sa tan  is c ~ i l r ? d  the  Confuser; J a i ru s  iz V I P ;  and  I-Iosanna 
conies across a s  "Hurrah  for  o:ir Leader:" The pas tor  might  be afraid to 
sneak this u p  illto his pulpi t .  TT-ithout soine explanation ( and  by tha t  
tinle his 2 1 %  minutes  would be u p ) ,  he lx~ight himself be called t he  great 
'C:onluser.' There a r e  groups anlong \v11o111, this  would really come across. 
irl'hesc: words of coininendation a r e  not intended for  the brother  \vho is 

looking for son~et l i ing  clse 'cute' to  startle h i s  1)eol)le. Jordan  was a real 
theologian and  in  deference t.o his nlenlory it  should only be used by those 
who Lire also really serious.) Xorthern Yankees do 1101 have io  feel left 

ou t ,  eve11 though the  dialect nlight be s trange to then1 a t  points. Jordan 
l~ laced  hinlself under  the colllrnand of Jesus to  preach the  Word. As a 
t r ibute to n inan for  a job well done, this review i s  concluded .pith his 
rendition of the Great  Conl~nission. 

"Every r ight  t o  rule in  both the  spiritual a n d  physical realllls has 
been given t o  me. As you travel, Ihen, make  students of all races and 
initiate them into the fanlily of the  Fa the r  and of t he  Son and of thc 



Hook R c ~ . i c ~ i ~ s  309 
. _ .  _ . , _ - I.-._-__- . .- ^ - -- 

FI(,!y Spirit .  Teach thcm to live by all that  I outlined for you. And 
you know. I a111 yighl in there with you-all t he  time-until the  last 
ini:i~:g " 

Not had! c1,ps 

TISE ItEGLNSI3URti NEW TESTA3,IENT: THE GOSPEL ACCORDING 
TO 3,IARIi: Versior: and Conllne~itary i)y Josef Schinid. Englisli 
version edited by Kevin Condan. illba House, D i ~ i s i o n  of the Society 
of St;. Paul,  Statell Island, New Yol-k, i968.  308 pages. Cloth. $3.95. 

.Josr.j: Schniid. n I?on;a!~ C;atho!ic scliolnr and Lheologian. has succeedetl 
remarkably well in a n  area  where oriier scholar-~heologiar!~ freclucntly 
fail. He has c o ~ ~ l b i n c d  sc:holarshi.!) \\-itii the ability to write c:learly and 
intelligibly to  sucil a n  extent that  even 3 layman can fo!lo\~ it. True, i t  
is designed for ~)ol)ular  aonsumgtion. IIis Commen~a l~v  on Mark contains 
a ~nass ive  iveaith of histoi'ical. cui:ura!, and linguistic baclrground, as 
well a s  the  results of Xew Testairleiit sclloiarship woven and put  togetlier 
in such a way tha t  the  u~iillit iated can rend it with irltercst and attention. 

Quite 01)viouuly i t  is  written from the standpoint of Ronle's theology 
regarding Scriptures and justificaiion by faith. A few esallil~les a re :  
"ltcye~itance" is rendered a s  "doing penance" illage 67.1. "Peter \\'as g i ~ e n  
the name ICEPHAS not because of strilngtl: of character. but because of 
the office for w l~ ich  Jesus intended him, being the  foundation stone of 
the C h u ~ ~ h "  (jjage 80 ) .  

T h e  author throughout  the Co~nn:c?ntary exhibit:, thoi.ough familiarity 
with rtnhbinicnl i i t e r a~ur r .  and Jewish custoins of that  day. That  i'act 
eniiances and enriches his  exegesi:; of 3Iarl~ 's  (:ospcl. 

Hct goes aiong with li'or111 Criticisn! ail the way in his inierl)~.ctation 
of t he  Gosl~el. .This is i11 iine with Rome's theology of tlle Script.ures and 
the relation hetmcen tilt Churcli and the S c r i l ~ t ~ ~ r c s .  Tie suggest,s tha t  
the feeding o f  1;he 5.000 altd the 4.000 arc t.wo narratives or' the  s:illlt. 
eyent (page 117). 

T h e  work is divided as folio\vs: Introduction. wliich treats the  topics 
of t he  tradition of t he  nni:icnt Charch, the person of 3Iai-k, the structui-c, 
of the  Gosl~el, t he  1 i t e t . a ~ ~  and theological ~ e c u 1 i n r i t . i ~ ~  oi the  Gosl3el. the 
l~eogle, tinie. and 1)l;lce tlui.ing ~ v l ~ i c h  i t  was writtcn. The> i~it,roduction ends 
with a list of co~~ imen ta r i e s  and  studies u s ~ d .  T!le introduction is followed 
by t h e  Velaion a n d  Colnnlentary. The iast six pages deal with the problem 

of t he  Markan Conclusion (Mark i 6 : 9 - 2 0 ) .  A n  Trldex reruiz is missing. 

TI-IE RESURRECTION O F  JEWS O F  NAZARETH. By Willi hlarsscn. 
Translated by Margaret Kohl. Fortress  Press, Philadelphia, 1970. l 9 i  
pages. Paper. $2.95. 

T h e  words of t he  title suggest tha t  the author has changed 2nd taken 

a conselTvativc stand in regard to the problems of whether Jesus rose 
from the dead and  of t he  manner in which this  has taken place. Soiue 



tlieologinns, including Lutherans.  will speak of the ~.esnr~.?(:iion i , C  Christ,  
but iiot of the resurrection of .Trsus. For  esarnple.  I<;-:r.l t le i l i~ . ic i i  R e n q ~ : ~ ~ . f  
entilles his treatise, soon to aI)I.icar in English, T 7 ~ e  .R t ?+ : i l : ' : ' ~ -~ l i c i , ~  @ .Ji,s!!,q. 

in which the  t radi t ional  view of a l~odi ly  revivification is set forth.  
In  : :~ i te  of t he  tii.le 1 2 ' 1 ~ ~  I?~str.r;..cc,:io:z 07 Jr.s;:s c;f :'l'!l.rt~!.c!ii. 3 I ~ r x s e ~  

rei terates  his  existential concept of  the  'resurrection'  in T.chicsh .Jesus is 
a l ive in the word a n d  fai th for the beliex?r. Left unanswered is the  clues- 
t ion of what really happened to  the body of Jesus .  1x1 this  regs.rd 3I:irssen's 
contributions a r e  not unique since llis ot:lier books on Christology and  ihc: 
Lord ' s  Supper. also available in  English fron: the  salrle publisher.  Foriress  
Press  of the  L(:A, a n d  many other y\lriters have set for th tlle San~ic? position. 

What  is new about  this work is tha t  th i s  book, originally deli\-ered as 
lectures  to all faculties of the 12niver'sity of l,Tuensrer, is l.11~: i:!lmediate 
a n d  direct reaction to  the inore traditiorlli1 st.ancc t:~keii by thr: collscr\-a- 
tivc: moveinent A-o Otlre?. Go.sl)cE. The TVestphalian Cllurcll t.o which the 
au tho r  helongs issued a statenlent with warnings aga ins l  the  denial ~f the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus.  Significant is tha t  t h e  infarit ~onse rva t ive  
niove~tient in Gerlnany has grovrn to sucli proportions or a t  least received 
sufficient publicity t ha t  hlarssen fel t  sonlewilat pressured to  a n s x e r  the 
chr~rges.  This  perhaps ex l~ la ins  :he conservat,ire wording of t he  tit le.  

J a r s s e n  oft'ers very little new in the  way of 1list.orical argumentat ion.  
a s    no st of his  material  seems to repeat t.he 19th century essays dealing 
with the search fu r  the historical Jesus. Cf. again Schweitzer 's ?'lie 
Qz~csl  f o r  the H.isboric.crl Jes11.y. H e  develops the famil iar  l ine of thought 
t ha t  first E'aul knew tha t  Jesus was uli,:;c and added the Judaist ic  thought 
tha t  H c  would later  rise from the deatl. La ter  the apostle so adjusted his 
lnessnge t.o teach tha t  Jesus has  heen already r isen fro111 the  dead. 'I'he 
al)ost,olic reports concerning Jesus'  resui~rection arc? \-erifi:ible a s  reports,  
but  ~ c ; l r c i t  they  report arc not. Also included a r e  sorne pastoral concerns 
about  the afterlife. But  XIarssen refuses to s tate  anyth ing  definitely about 
it---not even tha t  there  is one! Our grca?.t!st hope is  tha t  now in  t h i s  life 
we possess eternal  life. The usual 'Two Source' theory for the  origin of the 
(:osl)eis. Mark a n d  'Q', is ac8ccli)tsd with the usual doglnatic na.ivctc. In 
interpret ing the Apostles Creed, IIarxsen states t h a t  our  belief in Jesus 
is important .  The virgin bir th.  the resurrection, et.c. a r e  mere  additives. 

11s these lectures were delivered orally for non-tlieological studelits 
a t  the  university, they are very easy to  read and reconlmended for  every- 
one whose acqu:tintancc with the  hisiorical critic:rl niet,hod is  only 
second hand or needs refreshing. What continuos to aillaze th i s  re- 
viewer is t he  lnethod in which 3la.rxserl (and  he  is not alone among 
tlle Xew Testament scholars) blindly follows h is  owri presupl)ositions 
without  critically anaiyziiig then1 and  reinovcs cavalierly sections of the 
S e w  Testalllect t h a t  do not fit in to  his pl.econceived notions. Such 

scholars a r e  lnore than  gei~erous in their criticisnls of the  older method 
with its alleged uncritical a t t i tude hu t  a re  blind to the  logs in the i r  own 

sclholarly eyes. Marxsen has hardly progressed beyond h is  teacher ,  Hult-  
nlalln, in offering pure esisteritial philosophy in the  New Testalllent 
guises. The hands a r e  Esau's but the  voice is s t i l l  Jacob's, even if the 

tonal key is different. 
clps 



I!. 'TI-IE~<~L~~;IC::I~~--E-IIS~~~KIC~IL S I - I ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~  
'rT;V0 NL2Ti:RP2S <)Fi C1-IRXST. C y  Mart in  Chenlnitz.  Tl.nnalated 

.J. A. 0. Preu:;. o i  1 1 1  l o i s  S t .  I , ~ ,  , :,.$2 
pages.  C:!a!:h. $12.013. 

I l u r i ~ i g  h i s  ti.nllre a s  I h e  1ir'esidc:rlt of (loncordiz T1lco!oxj(>;ll s ~ : ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
liere i n  S p r i n ~ f i c l d .  1)r. 13r.t.!ls ;~!'e:)areii thi. !rar>slntioli 01 ~ ] , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i l ~ ~  l G t h  
c c n i u r y  c1asr:ic on ~hc: cioctrinc? of C l i ~ i s t .  F o r  ally > i d ~ n i ~ ] i ~ t  tl, is i s  
all a r i ~ a z i ~ l g  fea t :  The ideal :~dmir?istr:itor is  r a t t i ing  off ~j lc- '~ l lor ; iuda i n t Q  

h is  d i c l a t i n g  nlachinii t-lnd pllrhin:; tthe i)uttons orr h i s  telc;:llullc; 3 s  i f  llr. 
:,vcr.e 3 f~ . t t s t r a ted  1jiallisl. Surn(3vhere in  iletwcen ;?,Li !:h(.. )),lrdells i,i 
r u n n i n g  a se~r i inn l .~ - ,  l ~ i r .  13reus at!cnded to t.ht. tedious u-orE; of I l~ans la t ,o l l ,  
Since t h e  a11t.iior i s  rlo7.v i h e  riresicirlit of Th(! Lu theran  C h ~ l ~ c l l + - ~ ~ i ~ ~ ( ~ ~ ~ j  

Synod ,  tlir- b ~ j o k  11us rcccircd i:i:l~~f.:di;it.e ; ' l . t i~~i t ior l  i l l  311 of 0111. (;iy~I(?:, 11;~ 
>1;.;il] conc:ede tht. -oAicial' co::jiratl~la!ii)~is t.o t h e  synodi~:ni :lc:\v:2,,~j,f~l.y ;ind 

prt.ss rcleuses.  
i\s you kno\v tthe Fr;i.n,li,l,! :i" C!O~I.~:O?.(;~ is t.he closing doculncnt, i r l  t l i i l  

L u t i ~ < : r a n  Colll 'rssions. The  ot1lr.r colifessiolls ciral in a i; i . l .?, i  pa r t  i l l  

c?stal,lishin:; r;rhe: lLur.heran ( ' I I L I ~ C ~ I  tis ZI, distincr ~ ~ t ! l ~ s i o l o g i c ~ !  i2111itg i11 

1he 11rc.i-ailing Kr!n~nri Calhcilii.isn! :it t h e  close o f  {lie : n c d i e ~ n l  ppl.io,j in 
church  Iiisrory. 'The E'ol-iil.~rio oi (:'01t~oi-t7 was rt?ally the. jir.,<{ of t~J ,p  

I - u t h c r a n  Co~l fess ions  t o  deal w i t h  problems t h a t  arose  . i ~ : ; ~ ! , , i ? ~  1 . 1 1 ~  I , ~ . ~ t l ~ c ~ r -  
a n  Church .  D u r i n g  t h e  period following t h e  d a t l :  i)l' IJ~tt.llc:. stl.vng 
(::il'i'inistic t endenc ic?~  crept illto 1 . h ~  Lutheran  (211urch so t l i a~ .  111~. \t:y! 

f n t u r e  o f  L n t h e i ~ i ~ n i s n i  was endaxlgered. prnh!e~us u-erc ;iris\~;t~r~:ci 
jn the: P'o?.?i~.!~l(.: of (:'onc0?.~7. S t ~ l j e r l i c i ~ ~ l l y  tll? lliajc?r tt.!~isi(;~; b(:~\vi;r!r~ 1 1 1 ~  

lJuther:ins and  thc C!:~l'i'inists ce~ l ;e red  ill t i lr  Lord's SII!J~~:I'. i>~;C(.:re~l(:c: 
on t.hc Sai:rn~iieilt of tile X1ta.r were on!y sj-niplo11:atic oi ol)yosi~~r_. \:ic:ws 
~ 1 1  t h e  rc ry  persorl of  Chl.ist. The Cih~.iet,ological l~rohlenls  wol'e tii:;i:l:ssc:d 
in Articli :  (jf f'o?-si:?rin I::,! !'o?~:?ot.tl. 13eliinil this ar t ic lc  st:t.llds JlarLiri 
Chelilnitz. 

Chelnriitz' work cili 7'irc 7'1c:j . \ ' i r l~!~cs 01 i'l!?.i.sl :ippc?~rcbd sllortly 
1)cfore tlie P'o!,?t!:rlu an t i  provides t.he ljasic theo1ogii:al t l l i n l i i n ~  for Art,icle 
T'IIT, t h e  one  011 Chr i s t .  The r r r r a ~ l g e n ~ e n t  of the  work is ]lot u r ~ l i k c  
He inr ich  Schmid 's  /.)rj~t/.i~)izl ~ ' / i ( ? l ~ / 3 [ ] ~  {jf i l ! . ~  ,%'~;(i?~!/fl~i(.:(rl 1,  11/11 C?,r l? l  

( . ' i~~r?~c/ : .  with cloctri1l:il stute!llerits f o l i o ~ ~ e t i  by pertinent.  S c i p t u r ~ n l  a.nd 
thc:!~logical quotat . ions.  Schnlid quoted froill Lu ther  a n d  t h e  Lucheran 
(:liurch F a t h e r s ,  w h i l e  Che~iixiitz q1iot:ed ttie ear ly  and  nic-tdioval cllu~.ch 
f a t h e r s .  (.;llcmnitz' 1)urpose was 1.0 show t h a t  the  Lu theran  Cl l r is l r>lo~y 
mas i11 n o  v:ay s e c t a r i a n ,  hut tha t  i l  h a d  always I,t?en tho basic fnitll of' 
c h u ~ . c h  i n  a i l  ages. Tl ie  only ' L u t h e r a n '  to be quoted is I.lutl~(.l llinlself. 
I t  i s  surpr . is ing,  but perfectly l eg i t ima te  to  see Luther  quoted in  I.11~ s;llllf? 

class as Origen,  Atlianasius,  and Eyiphalljus.  The thirty-t.wo c h ~ 1 ~ I ~ r s  
revolve basically arour id  t h e  discuss ion of the  th ree  !te)zc2?.u in  C];rist.(jI()C~ 
along with s u c h  topics  a s  humi l i a t ion ,  exaltation, session ac 11le l'igllt 
hand ,  etc.  A hook of such  d i~nens io l i s  deserves some criticis:ns. j l j l . l l l  of 

Damascus would have been Inore recognizable than  " ~ l a m a ~ c e n l l s ' '  1 : ~ -  

tween pages 356 and 357, a line or a seriterice seeins to  have heen lust. 
( I  am st i l l  l o o k i ~ i g  f o r  the rllissirlg ve rb  in t h e  offexidirlg s c c ~ i o l l - )  



The really i m ~ o r t a n t  cjuestion is determining the  use of th is  0 p . u ~  
~)),ognzcw.. T h e  price is  right. There is a 1r;t of book for  $12.09. P!enty of 
words art: sqaeezed in  on the  pages. Theological instrnctors  a t  o a r  ter- 
11iina1 scllools sho\ild have t h e  conrag(. lo arcjuaint tht:ir st\tdriir.:: ~:-it.ll i t ,  as  
i~ is part of olir Lu i i~e ra i i  hc.rita:i.e. Tf Lutht , r  is thc? foundat io~i  of ollr 
denominntion, then Che~nni tz  is at least the iirsi tlour of  the s tructure.  
The  rc.ally grcat  value of t h ~  book is tl1:tt it c)l)e~is 11ol so 11111~11 the t.re:is- 
ures o f  Lutherarrism hut  of the church caiholic. .-\ lot of lip s e r ~ i c r   night 

occasionally be given to one of thcse obscure nledieval tlieologians. Even 
the  church historians too often j us t .  placct then: ir? their ~hronologica l  
slots without too i l ~ u c h  thttological clilotio~l. Chemnitz 1)uts in ollc volume 
their- 1)ertirrent statr.rnents on the ;)erson and  work of Jesus. So higher 
plains of adorirt.ion outside o f  ihe S(:rigtures have eyer been reached. It 
was t.he genius of t he  tlicology of t he  early church which the  Lutherafi 
theologians followed, to declare and adore the niysteries and not t o  esl)lnin 
t h c n ~ .  Perhaps a br ie f  section could demonstrate this .  Cypriari in his 
Christmas sermon wri tes:  "I do not n~a rvc l  a t  the miracles of the \\-orid 
I m:\rvel a t  (;od in the  woinb of the  Virgin: I marvel  at t hc  Alniighty 
in a cradle, a t  how the incor~orei l l  God has  put on thc  covr r i~ ig  of our 
body." Phrases of such  devotctl beauty car1 be repeated fro111 the  Che~nni tz  
volunie over and over. 

In the spr ing  of 1969, the  publishers reversed theliiselves on a pronlist. 
to publish Preus '  translation. Xgniri ir. was the question of sales. The 
'1)ractical' books always have an audieiice; the 'theologicnl' books are  
drugs  on tho m:xrket. After reconsideration the  publishers went ahead with 
thoii- original p l a ~ i s  for publication. Ilut t h e  cluestion relnains of just 
how .p,ractical' a book iike this  really is. I n  describing his  own preaching. 
!lo pastor \vo111d like to have his  preaching desi:ribed a s  'irngractical' and 
lacking in Christoccntricity. I n  preaching, the ayplication f a r  often 
do~ninntes  t he  'Christ. content.' B u t  how can I continually preach about 
.Jesns Christ without  becoining regctjtious to the ~ o i i i t  of boredonl? The 
rich la~iguagc: o f  t he  vi?ri)al treasures of the  church fathers can he lifted 
right out. of Chen~ni tz '  work. The vigc)r of thc  language which is  gencrnlly 
niissing ixi the  !;lacid contemporary theology. vibrates every fibre. P lac ins  
Lu the r  along side of inen who li\-ed long before h im,  in some cases Inore 
than a niillennium. t h e  r e a d c ~  :vili see that t h e  great  reformer was really 
c j n l ~  ~ ~ e s t o r i n g  the t reasnres of the church. The  Lutheran Reforniation was 
really not a n  innovation in the strict sense of the  word. 

One of t h e  finest tributes paid tlie work was  given by 0. P. Kretznian~i  
o f  Vall~araiso Lnivei-sity. "If all of u s  could read i t  dur ing  1971, nlany 
of ou r  problcn~s a n d  controversies would settle in to  the urigodl y and 
indifl'i?rcnt dus t  of tlie 20th century." I11 every theological generation. 
Christ  is the center of both preachi~ig  and controversy. I11 the  illidst of 
16th century conlrovcrsy. Cheliiilitz held up  Christ in such a way tha t  
tlie light of this  hook can cvcn be shed on our  darkened ceiitury. The 
cliurch will a lways have to fight.. EccZeait~ militu?~s-.sc?~~l)et.! Both 
Athanasius and  Chenlxiitz along with Inany other grea t  fathers  of the 
church,  fought  for  a real incarnation. The clouds of another bat t le  are 
no\v gathering over t h e  falsely quiet fields of t h e  church. It is  not a battle 



Book Hevielus 

centering in  fellowship questions, ordination of women, lodges etc. I t  is 
a battle to be fought concerning the  incarnation. Did God really come 
down fr311i heaven (pardon the three story universe language) and take  
on human form? Or is this  the pious faith of the early church beyond 
which we can have no certainty? Was there really a Jesus who claimed to 
be God'? Can we really he sure of th is?  Forrn criticism and redaction 
criticism have taken Jesus out of history and placed H i m  in the fai th 
and preaching of the early church (Urgem eincle). Chemnitz took coinfort 
t ha t  his fa i th  was a!ways held by the  church catholic and prepared his 
volunie. Perhaps through Chen~nitz'  volmne, the church fsthers  can also 
sustain us. 

SAIhTTS AND SIXNERS: !Hen and Ideas in  tlie Early Church. By Kurt  
Aland. Fortress Press, Philadelphia, 1970. 250 pages. Paper. $3.95. 

According to a survey made by one of the major publishing houses, 
books in church history have the least appeal. Aland's discussion of church 
history fro111 the time of Jesus to Leo I of Rome is predestined to be an  
exception. Each of the chapters, none of which is more than four or five 
short  pages, discuss prominent individuals in chronological sequence. The 
style is somewhat reminiscent of Lenten preaching series where the  
meditation concentrated on one of the leading figures in the Passion 
history. Aland so identifies with the  historical characters that the ap- 
proach is more like that  of a novel instead of history. Lives of the saints 
force themselves r ight  out  through the printed page. A few strictures of 
judgment should be made. For the most part these a re  dogmaticisms 
repeated too frequently without critical examination. The New Testament 
writers only wrote for the  present and not for posterity. Mark is the 
oldest Gospel. Stephen is called an  apostle. The claim that  women shared 
in the pastoral office is more Aland's atlenipt to be a scholar of the 
twentieth century than  of the first. He gets tangled up with the number 
of "Jarnes" because lie works with two instead of three. John is said to 
have died around the year 41 A.D. Of course this rules out  any possibility 
of Johannine authorship. Aland here is just conjecturing, I trust.  I le  
conlmends Celsus, the  great  unbelieving antagonist of the early Christians, 
as the fa ther  of historical criticism. Any procedure with Celsus as father 
should be imriiediately suspect. Regardless of Aland's judgments, this  
book is reconilnended without hesitation-es~ecially to those who have 
found church history a bore. 

d p s  

DIVINE HUMANNES. By Aarne Siirala. Fortress Press, Philadelphia, 
1970. 186 pages. Cloth. $6.50. 

A professor of systematic theology, Siirala evaluates the classical 
Reformation debate between Erasmus and  Luther and uses this evaluation 
as a basis for  the church's action in  the world today. The call of Luther 
was that t h e  church should move away from a revelation and a church 



centered theology to a. life centered theology, a.t least th is  is t he  inter1)reta- 
tion of Siirala. Whether this is the legitinlate task of the church or  not. 
the reader iilight very well criticize Siirala's interpretation of Luther. 
In the  debate with Erasinus, Luther is  1)ic:tured a s  a free wheeling 
theologiaii who relied as inuch on experience as he  did on the Biblt?. 
Eraslllus is pictured a s  the literal 13iblicist and Luther  as the  adventurer. 
The  author dissociates hirnself fro111 Luther 's  concept of the bondage of 
the will in sin, unable to choose or perforn: any good works. The render 
will have several problems in  working through Siirala's study. I-Ins 
Si i ra la  correctly understood Luther? Is this interpretation tllen a valid 
criterion for the  church's work today? Is  this method of de tur~l l i~ i ing  
Luther 's  procedure, whether or not this deterniination is right or 
wrong, really valid? Aren't we "canonizing" the  action of Luther,  a c h a r g ~  
which is  frequently and  ~naybc  with just cause leveled against. Lutherans'! 
Regar'dless of these strictures, no oil(-? can question the i ~ n a g i n a t i ~ c  ap-  
proach take11 here. 

61 1j.r 

THE THEOLOGY OF POST-REFORMATION LUTHERANIShl. By Robert 
D. Preus. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 1970. 462 pages 
Cloth. $12.50. 

Orthodoxy is one of those words which is bantered around aiid allnost 
never defined, a t  least properly. In  a negative sense, i t  describes a narrow 
minded pel.son with a n  outlook tha t  is absolutely calcified. In the best 
scnsc?. it refers to a person who believes that  Cod's t ru th  has been already 
revealed and who pledges hiillself to th is  revelation. The Missouri Syilod 
has a reputation for 'orthodoxy.' A~fiong her  defailiers the  Inore un- 
fortunate sense of the  word is nsed, but  alllong her defenders it is used 
a s  a statenlent of adulation for preserving what is worthwhilt?. 

I'rcus' book is a study in the theological nlethod of Lutheran Ortho- 
doxy, n period of time from the writing of the  Forniula of Concord in the 
16th century to the reign of Rationalis111 in the carly 1Sth century. I t  
hardly classilies as  a ' g o ~ u l a r '  or 'practical' book, but it should not be 
overlooked by ally Missoliri Syr~od 1)astor. The Missouri Synod was 
established as  part of the ~novement to return to Luther aiid Lutlierail 
Orthodoxy, and for alriiost n century was nursed by the  milk of Lutheran 
Orthodoxy in M'alther's edition of Baier's doglnatics. Francis Pieper con- 
tinued the tradition, but in a style inore coiiten~porary for his tinies. The 
answer to this  cluestion of why the JIissouri Synod is what i t  is  today can 
be supplied by Preus' book. Our approach to theology was shaped by thc 
theologians of Lutheran Orthodoxy, even i f  we a re  not fully consciolls 
of t he  historical 1)rocess. Those who have launched into deeper waters 
away froill the historical position of the  Missouri Synod are still  obligated 
to refa te  and denounce i t s  nlethods and  hence also i ts  conclusions. I-or the 
adulators and for the  detractors of Lutheran  Orthodoxy, this  work will 
becollie norlllative in really knowing what was taught  hy these post- 
Refornlation Lutheran theulogians. 

The author is not a newcolner to the  field a s  his doctoral dissertation, 



which went through several l?rinti~lgs, dealt with the concept of inspira- 
tion in these  saille theologians. This work belongs Inore to the  category 
of Christian thought than i t  does to doctrinal studies since i t  presellts alld 
criticizes a period in  Christiail thollgllt. There can be no doubt where 
the  author's own prejudices lie, but this has not prevented hill1 fro111 

offering a, str icture where needed. Ilere for the first tilne, a t  
least in ~ n g l i s h ,  t he  period of Lutheran Ortliodoxy is critically dissected 

with a brief description of twe~lty-five theologians of the period. Special 
attention is  given to Chemnitz, Gerhard, and Calov. Erasmus and 
Melanchthon a r e  also integrated into the scheme. Preus had been gently 
chided for  no t  analyzing in his first book the  influence of George Calixt, 
a, mediating theologian of the  3Ielanchthonian-llunlanist tradition. This 
deficit is more  than sufficiently covered in this voluine, and not in a totally 
negative way.  Many m ~ r e s e n t a t i v e ~  of Lutheran Orthodoxy adopted 
Calixt's analytical niethod in the l~resentation of dogmatics by begillliing 

with and eternal life. AS he i s  fair  to Calixt in givillg a posi- 
tive evaluation where required. he is  also fair in making negative asser- 
tions of the  theologians belonging to the  mainstream. For example, 
Lutheran Orthodoxy knew of the distinction between the antilogoiriena 
a n d  the hon~ologounlena, but asserted the inspiration of both, thus negat- 
ing any real distinction. Extremely informative is the decline of Lutheran 
Orthodoxy in the  face of the encroaching Rationalism of the 1Sth century. 
I t  is one of those inexplicable changes in the  history of Christian thought, 
t ha t  the ent i re  religious face of a nation could be so altered. In one genera- 
tion there was  near absolute allegiance to the Scriptures as the source 
of divine knowledge for men. In the next, the  'sons' of Lutheran Orthodoxy 
were a t  t he  a l t a r s  of the goddess of reason. A final chapter parallels the 
author's first book in delineating the doctrine of the Scriptures, but shows, 
particularly in  the footnotes, a wider and deeper concentration in the 
subject. I n  a n y  chapter, the  footnotes alone are worth the price of the 
book. 

L u t h e r a n i s ~ n  is  only about 450 years old and of these years, 150, the 
crtical ones a f t e r  the death of Luther, were dominated by the theological 
thought of Lutheran  Orthodoxy. That  is  one-third. The 18th century 
and the first part  of the 19th with its Rationalism was anything but 
Lutheran. We all talk about Orthodoxy, but our acquaintance with the 
subject is l imited to Pieger's dogmatics. Even when it is denied, its terms 
are  still used-even if it is  in a sense total alien to what these theologians 
originally intended. Consider the tern1 inspiration and the confusiofi that  
has wittingly and unwittingly grown up  around it. Paul Tillich states in 
his Syste77rcitic '1~Aeology in the  introduction, that unless the reader knows 
the ineaning of the words in the original 'orthodox' sense, he will ncver 
understand t h e  term a s  he  redefines them. 

Preus' book is contemporary because i ts  interest will not be confined 
to Our generation. As an  authori ty in a seldoill covered field, it Could 
be destined t o  become a classic. There is siinply nothing in English that 
even apl~roaches  it. The German theologians, who quite naturally have 
3 greater  in teres t  here because it is also part of the cultural, national, and 
religious heritage, but  unfortunately *lot their confessional heritage, will 



not be able to ignore it. Can Lutheranism. even the pragmatic Anlerican 
brand, really ignore one-third of its history? RegardIess, a t  a time when 
the  'in thing' is to read books whose sole con t r ibu t i~n  is so frequently a 
novel title, i t  is good to  read the theology of nlen who were convinced tha t  
God did speak c!early and intelligibly to I-Iis geople t.hrough the  Eible. 

T H E  COUNTER REFOR3IATIOI';. By A. G .  Dickens. Jarrold and Sons, 
Ltd., Norwich, England, and Harcourt. Brace and  World, 19G9. 200 
gages. Paper, $2.95. Cloth. $5.95. 

A. G .  Uickens, professor of history a t  the University of London, has 
~ n a d e  a real contribution to the literature already available on the  Counter 
Neforlnation dur ing  the 16th century. There a re  a number of features 
which make this  book worthwhile. Onc of them is the nlasterly and 
interesting way by which tlie author fills in the  nlany "gaps" which are  
frecluently glossed over by many writers in their treatilleilt of t he  Counter 
Reformation. The  nlultitude of factors, forces, rivalries, personalities, and 
events which s l~a rked  and brought about the  Counter Reformation a re  
skillfully woven together in a pattern which the  reader can follow and 
view as an entity. Furthermore, the author's objectivity in presenting the 
material is highly refreshing. I-le neither condemns, nor condones, but 
states the facts with candor and coolness. Whether it concerns Lcthcr,  
Calvin, Julius 11, Leo X, Clenlent VII, Charles V, Henry  VIII,  Erasnlus. 
and a great host of others \\rho were directly or indirectly involved in the 
Counter Reformation. the author maintains his equilibriunl. H e  sets fcrth 
very clearly the  theological issue of Justification by Fai th  which caused 
Luther  to do what  he  did, arid contrasts i t  with the  theological stance of 
the Medieval Church on Justification. 

The  book contains twelve well rounded chapters and begins by tracing 
trends. forces, and persons during tlie 13th century which eventually led 
to tlie Reforniation and the Counter Refornlation which was actualized a t  
tlie Coul~cil of Trent .  The last chapter entitied, "Discussion," deals with 
the  iillillediatc a n d  long ninge results of the Council of Treat.  The  reader 
is taken up to the  present tinie. 

The value of tlie book is also enhanced by the  reproductions of wood- 
cuts and  paintings in color which appear on alnlost every page. In short,  
the  book is a valuable addition to any private library, be it tha t  of a lay- 
Inan or  even a professjonal theologian. 

Jolllr E'. 1'.'ta(:11 

NATUR UN1) GNAL)E. 134. Kenrieth Schcdler. Evangelisches Verlagswerk: 
Stut tgart ,  1970. 244 pages. Cloth. 

A subtitle describes this book of research in Tillich as "The sacra- 
mental thinking in  the  early theology of Paul Tillich (1919-1935)." I t  is 
the author's inaugural dissertation for. obtaining the  doctorate a t  I'hiIipps 
University, Marburg. The foreword was dated Valparaiso, Indiana, April 
1970. There a r e  fifty pages of footnotes and eiglit pages of bibliography. 



Tlle apron offers the infor~l la t io l~  t ,ha t  Tillich's theology is ~ , ~ l j ~ h t ~ ~ -  
nlent ( h u f k l a e r u n g ) ,  indicating both t h e  grandeur and the lteril thereof, 
H e  tried to  bridge the  gap between re l ig ion  arid culture, I ~ e t , \ ~ ( ? ~ n  chul.cl, 
and  society, by denying all dichoto~lly between the natural and tile super- 
na tura l  a n d  thereby to hold fast t o  the basic autononly of cultural alld 
spir i tual  life against  every kind of heteronomous ideology. His t l ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~  
has  a universa!ity not attained in ou r  age except perhaps by Teil1lal.d dc 
Chardin.  

The  key word for  Tillich is Iicliros, c?.s for Barth it is Cr,. i .si .s.  ~ 1 1 ~ .  

ea r ly  post World War  I years provide t h e  setting for both Tillicli ;llld 
Bar th  for a new orientation in theology. T h e  Year' 1935 concludes 'I'illic11's 
&rillan period a n d  the  developnlent of h i s  sacraiilental understanding of 
na ture  and grace. The  nature of m a t t e r  as understood by 'rillicli is basic 
to  his  concel~tion of the rc?lation be tween  nature and grace. To hiin all 
lllatter is freighted with energy, wh ich  f ac t  lends a sacral chnracrer t.0 

mat ter .  This  is not  to ascribe nlagic t o  matter ,  but to lift it al)ovo the 
profane. The  essential force of nature; i s  s:zcral, and the scientist's occu- 
pation with it is both technical a n d  rit.ua1. The spiritual character of 
mat te r  lllust be found in things t h e n ~ s e l v e s ,  not in a inetalthysical world. 
Grace, like the  sacramental character  of matter. must be found in t.hc 
things of na ture  without a su l~e rna tu ra l  addition. 

This  i s  t ruly a theology to "blow t h e  mind." Kcnnetli Schrdler has 
lllade a thorough a n d  profitable s tudy of t h e  early years of Tillicli. 

KARL BARTH AND T H E  PROBLEM O F  1f7AR. By Johx H. Yoder 
Abingdon Press,  Nashville and X e w  York, 1970. 137 pages. I-'~iprr 
$2.95. 

John Yoder, professor of theology a n d  president of Goshen 13iblical 
Seminary,  Elkhar t .  Indiana. a t t e i l l ~ t s  t o  analyze I3arth's lwsition on war 
I-Ie has  set hinlself the  task of d e t e r m i n i n g  whether Barth is an unc~ondi- 
tionai pacifist following to the letter t h e  command, "Thou shalt 11ot kill," 
or conditional p;~cifist who can pos tu l a t e  hypothetical conditions in t h c  
fu ture  under which mar would be justifiable. 

The  ent i re  argument regarding R a r t h ' s  pacifism revolves around his 
"Grenzfall" (Borderline Case) unde r  which  war would be jilstjiiable 
According to  Bar th  the  "Grenzfall" is a hypothetical case of Hitler attack- 
ing  Switzerland. I n  such a circunlstance w a r  would be ethically dcfensi- 
ble. This, of course, raises a host of ques t ions  regarding the elelncnts and 
fac tors  froin t h e  standpoint of  laci if is tic ethics which would justify War 
a n d  killing of fellow hunlan beings. B a r t h  based his "Grenzfall" arguinent 

on t h e  assumption tha t  Hitler's G e r m a n y  was an  "Unstaat" or demoniac 
force o r  ant i-s tate  according eve11 t o  the concept of "State" in intc'rna- 
tiorial law. Switzerland, on the o the r  h a n d ,  represented a well ordered 
"nloral" s tate .  Yoder points out the  flaws i n  Ijarth's logic, and a t  the 
t ime tr ies  to show the developlllent of Barth's thought through the decades 
a n d  to br ing  it in line with Darth's hasic theology. Yoder's arguments 



become rather  tortuous, tedious, and long-winded a t  times. The  reader 
is left with the  impression that  Ear th  was consistent in inconsistency. 

CHRISTIANITY ANL) COXIMUNISM TODAY. By  John C. Bennett. Asso- 
ciation I'ress, Xew York; 1970. 192 pages. Cloth. $4.50. 

Dr. Dennett, unti l  June 1970, president of Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, gives a sober and valuable evaluation of the tension between 
Communism and its ol~ponents on the national, international, ideological, 
economic and l~oli t ical  levels with special erilphasis on the  irreconcilable 
conflict between Christianity and Commonism. H e  points out lucidly the 
fallacies of Conllnunist ideology from the psychological, political, and 
economic s tandpoi~l t .  I-lowever, he esl~ecially shows very clearly the  basic 
points of conflict between Christianity and Conllllunis~n on which there 
can be no compromise. 

The  author  begins by giving the historical background of the r ise and 
and growth of Colninunis~ll in a soil pre1)ared in pa r t  by the  institutional- 
ized Church. He faults  the Church for its lack of awareness and concern 
in the  past for  social and econonlic probleins and for supporting on theo- 
logical grounds the  status quo of contelllporary social, political, and 
econonlic gower structures regardless of the injustices which were 1)er- 
petrated. I-Ie rightly ~ l l a i n t a i ~ i s  that  the Church is not tied to  any 
particular political, social, or economic structure whatever i t  may be a t  
a given time in  history. 

H e  seeins to place considerable faith in the historic necessity for a 
change in the rigid dognlatisnl of the  Coiillnunist Creed. In  support of his 
contention h e  points to the fact t ha t  Comnlunisill has  ceased to  be the 
~nonoli thic s t ruc ture  that  i t  was between 1917 and 1947. Conlnlunisill has 
undergone splits along national and cultural lines. However, the  conflict 
between Christiallity and Coinmunism has not been diminished t o  any 
degree. As a counter measure he advocates tha t  al l  efforts be made for a 
peaceful co-existence with Coillnlunist nations, while a t  the saine t ime he 
advises that  t he  United States inust maintain i t s  military strength to 
avoid the temgtation of Comnlunist. nations to elinlinate the I:nit,ed St,ates 
a s  a n  effective bulwark against Communism. 

The  role of t,he Church in the present world i s  to return to her 
historic role of proclaiiliillg the  Gospel and to be sensitive to social, racial, 
and economic injustices. H e  closes with the  following sentence: "The 
first responsibility of the  Christian Coinmunity is not t o  save any  institu- 
tion from Comniunism, but to present its faith by word and life to the 
people of all conditions and of all lands, that  they m a y  find for themselves 
the essential t ru th  about life" (page 1 9 2 ) .  

Jolr?~. 1". Stclch 

AZlAhl'S 1i'RACTUHED R113. Ey Nargaret Sittler Errnarth. Fortress Press, 
Philadelphia, 1970. 159 pages. Paper. 

This  production apgearcd before the LCA passed an enabling resolu- 
tion permitting the ordination of women. The  Arst woman has already 



undergone the  ordination ceremony. (This reviewer is not conceding the 
fact t ha t  there can ever be 'ordained wonlen pastors.' If God does not 
recogriize the ~lossibility of women pastors, denominational resolutions 
and church laws cannot change this situation. I t  would be comparable to 
giving President Kison the 'mother of the year' award. This would hardly 
~ n a k e  him a mother.) I'lre Springfieldc7' in several past issues has shown 
an a r i d  interest in the  subject, and thus this book should not escape our 
attention. 

The authoress is a history grofessor a t  JVittenberg University, an  
LCA school in Ohio. As she uses her maiden nanle pro~iiinently (Sittler) 
she co111d vcJry well be the daughter of the well known LCA professor in 
Chicago. Fro111 the very first page. her mind is of course made up that 
wonien shonld be pastors and their prohibition from the office is solne 
type of deliberate Illale plot. There are no Biblical or Confessional argu- 
rnents ofYered for the defense of her position, with perhaps soille unconl- 
plinlerltary r e ~ n a r k s  about 'Yahweh, the tribal God of the Jews," (sic!)  
who seems to be the original anti-feminist. Obscure Old Testament pas- 
sages dealing with the  sins of women in particular a re  offered in evidence. 
(Would Prof. Ermar th  come to the conclusion that  'the tribal God of the 
Jews' was anti-male, anti-Gentile, anti-Jewish, because of specific sins 
connected with these specific groups? How about the reference to the 
"sins of youth"? Are the Scri l~tures anti-youth? Tsk! Tsk!) blissouri 
Synod pastors will appreciate knowing that their church is pictured as 
the original 'ante-diluvian' in regard to women's rights, etc. Most of the 
inaterial is not well arranged. Argunleiits a rc  generally e~i~otional  pleas. 
Still the  ~ i ~ a t e r i a l  is most interesting! A short section on the problems of 
wolilen preachers is revealing. One pastoress spoke of the problem of 
getting ordinary household chores done. Another arranged the nags of 
her children so they could spend a little more time with their 'pastor- 
mother.' Let the reader judge for himself from the  following excerpt from 
one of these t rue  life confessions: "Another problenl is my own sensitivity. 
I long for  a thicker skin,  the kind I notice among illy colleagues. (Men!) 
Perhaps one does tend to take everything too ~~er sona l ly ;  blame and 
criticism hurt  in a personal way. And lastly, of course, the physical 
capabilities of men grant  then1 a great advantage over us." (p. 82).  A 
woman l~as tor  said this! Included in the advantages of a woman over a 
Inan in  the pastoral office, visiting the sick and directing choirs were 
nientioned. (But  of course, even in the  Nissouri Synod we do this.) 
Curious are the  rules of some German Lutheran Churches that permit the 
~a r t i c ipa t ion  of wonlen in all parts  of the church service, but do not 
allow them to officiate a t  marriages and funerals. That 's discrimination! 
Marriages and funerals are to some extent civil functions and the state 
could be offended. Narriages and funerals are never commanded by our 
Lord. ("Let the dead bury their  dead.") But the apostle, delivering a 
word for  the Lord, has  direct prohibitions concerning the conducting of 
public serrices I Cor. 1 4 ) .  The authoress admits the  churt:h's doctrinal 
confusion regarding t h e  office of pastor and ordination. If such confusion 
exists, why is she, with no firm Scriptural evidence, so willing to break 
with tradition in  letting women into the office of pastor? Admitted 



ignorance is hardly a carte blanche for actiorl ill a n y  case, secular or  
spiritual.  A11 this wouId not be too serious except  tha t  t he  author  was 
the chairinan (not  chairwoinan) of the  ' ' S ~ l b ( : o ~ ~ ~ ~ i t t ~ ~  on thtl Role of 
\lTonlen in the Life of the  Church" for  the  LCA. ,IS I)reriously ~liflltioned 
all Biblical directives in this tnatter a re  s imply avoided Lyirh per1lai)s a n  
occasional remark  t h a t  the  Bible does not f o r b i d  01. c o ~ l l r n a ~ ~ d  wolnen 
pastors. The last remark  in the  bodv of Illaterial indicates t h e  authoress'  
source of t ru th .  "Keep our ea r s  open to  the H o l y  8l)irit ~ h o  speaks to 
us in every age." I n  th is  case, we had better t e s t  t he  sglrlls.  

/ ! ~ J s  

THE REVELATION O F  BAHA'U'LLAII AND TIIE BILE. 13ook 1: Dcs- 
cartes '  Theory of linowledge. By Ruhi Muhsen Afilan. Philosophical 
Library:  New York. 1970. 222 pages. Cloth. 57.50. 

Afnan has now collle out fully and openly t o  back Bahn'ism. As the 
subtitIe indicates, th is  is intended as the  f irs t  of a series. As a creative 
religionist Afrlan is alert  to the  use that  can be i~iadc. of the  history of 
philosophy in the  prol~lotion of a new religious outlook. Uescartes' prin- 
ciple is repudiated, in which h e  rejects or s e t s  as ide  ttvery belief and 
ol>inion until it has been verified by rational proof.  Xfr~an believes tha t  
there has  been a series of inspired prophets, inc luding AIoses. Zoroaster. 
Jesus, Mohammed, and Baha'U'llah. I11 his  !117te G?-etrt I'!.ol)ircls Afnan was 
willing to  include the  last  named only tentat ively in his ;\Iohnilillledan 
series of crisis revelations. H e  seems to  have overcollie his  doiibts. 

T h e  Eastern slope of Mount Carinel relnains i~nl)cirtant. I t  is there 
tha t  t h e  greatest temple shr ine  in the  world i s  t o  be built t.o honor the 
latest revelation to the  world in Rnha'U'llah. Is is not rcnsonable to 
believe tha t  the  world i s  i a  such a crisis that  a n e w  revelation is needed'? 
(Th i s  is the thesis of most comparative ~ . e l ig ion i s t s ! )  For anyone inter- 
ested in watching the  deve1ol)nlc:nt of :i new re l ig ion .  I-eading in Dalla'isill 
is  a 11lust. I t  even has i t s  polemics: .lacqucs Mar i t a in  tenclic?s for doctrines 
t h e  cornniantl~nents of men. 

(:Itto I". Btcllil11.c 

AQUEDUCT PAI'EKS. I3y Hrian Kingslake. T h e  Chr is to l~her  Publistling 
House. Xorth Quincy, Jlassachusetts,  1970. 197 1)ag'es. Cloth. .$4.95. 

Brian Kiiigslako is ministcr of the  Church of the  Holy City, the  
National C:hurcli of the Swedenborgian denomination.  in IVasliington? 
D.C. H e  claims to  have used Swedenborgian ideas  in this  fantasy of the 
hereafter.  Aqueduct is a Receptionist in the 13nlaiicc-L~ilil, to which all 
t h e  dead go for a fiilnl review and  n second cllnllce. 17rolll the life beyond 
he is still  able to  contact his x i f e  in her  sleep, h u t  his ~)hys ic~al  bcidy he 
has  left behind. -4 t r i p  to  hell i s  included. 

One is reminded of the  dcrclclape Letters ,  but  the  sailic: lllastery is 
hardly there. S o t  reconiniended for  those who arc trou1)led in ~ n i n d  or  in 

faith. 
( i t t o  1.'. Stcl.ir.lkc 



THE CHRISTIAN MISSION. 13y Richard J. Schultz. Concordia Publishing 
House, St.  Louis, 1970. 96 pages. Paper.  $1.75. 

The age  oid problem of who is  to fulfill the function of proclairlling the 
Word, witnessing, teaching, worshipping, serving, and maintaining a 
fellowship in  Christ is  carefully discussed from the  perspective of God's 
~nission a s  the Christian's mission. God's mission is  "sending." The 
Christian's lliission i s  siniply an extension-to himself, t o  his 'immediate 
contacts, and  those outside of his lit t le world. Whoever reads this 
pointed presentation will be well aware tha t  he has  been "gifted" for his 
mission. 

Coupled with the  author's terse. to-the-point discussion of a Christian's 
illission is  a keenly devised structural  approach, which carefully outlines 
the significant aspects of tha t  mission. Each of t he  twelve chapters begins 
with ,z life-situation-problem followed by the discussion proper. At t he  
end of each chapter, guidelines for s tudy a n d  reflection a re  included under 
the headings: BIBLE READING AND STUDY; PROBLEMS AND PRO- 
JECTS; THINKING I T  THROUGH FOR MYSELF. This  format could 
serve well for fanlily discussion, 13ible classes, and  even suggestive for a 
series of sermons. 

Thrl CHRISTIAN'S MISSIOh- is part  of the DISCIPLESHIP SERIES. 
which "has been designed to focus on the  skills of Christian living- 
the use of the Bible, the Christian's mission, the Christian family, Chris- 
tian worship, and a n  understanding of t he  church since Pentecost. Each 
book has  been field tested." The reviewer considers i t  an  essential aid 
for personal involvement in God's nlission. 

lt'illitrm F. Meye?. 

PASTORAL IAIPLICATIOXS O F  BIBLICAL THEOLOGY. By Stewart 
Lawton. The Seabury Press, New York, 1968. 189 pages. Cloth. $3.95. 

This  is  the second in the  series, 1 ' 7 ~ ~  L i b r u ~ y  of Practical T l ~ e o l o y y .  
published by the Episcopalian Seabury Press. I n  the editorial preface, 
Martin Thornton s ta tes  as the purpose of this series to be: "Our aim is  
to t ry  to  be of some service in meeting th is  new situation in a practical 
way, nei ther  taking sides in current  controversy nor  forcing any particular 
viewpoint upon our readers. We hope rather ,  to assist them to follow their 
own theological reasoning, and  to in terpre t  their own religious experience, 
with greater  clarity." 

No one can quarrel  with the t i t le  of the volume for a true Biblical 
theology mus t  have pastoral implications. This volunle desires to show 
the ilnplications of both Old and New Testament theologies for the pastoral 
ministry. Out of seven chapters only two deal with tha t  portion of t he  
Bible t ha t  occupies three fourths of t he  Bible, t he  Old Testament. In the 
introductory chapter the  author gives a brief history of t he  principles of 
interpretation enlyhasized in past  church history. In th is  volunle Dr. 
Lawton at tempts to evaluate past a n d  current  scholarship as well as the 
more popular religious thought of t he  day. I t  is  the  assumption of th is  



volume, as \ ~ e l l  a s  that. of Ti:(< I . i l j : . . t r ? . y  :/ijj P~'!!c'lir.i~: ' l ' l ~ ~ ~ i / l ~ ! / y .  t l iai a ce~'tairi 
a ~ n o u n t  of knowledge of f~is toriczl  tllealogy be possessed by i ts  readers. 

Dr. Lawlon's vo lu~ne  :itteniyts a rc:siateme~~t of traditicjnal Chris t ian 
doctrines. The use of hisr,oric:tl criticaisnl and  mos t  of i t s  co~islnsions arc 
accepted by the  aut:hor. He devotes his 1::st. chalitr?r 1.0 t he  subject of 
"niiracles," which he  rejects a s  they are  described ns occurring in thi! 
r3ible. "Hihlicis~il" is berated :IS gui l ty  of mis in te rprc ta t im of t.lie ~ n c a n i n g  
of t he  Bible. Tliis reviewer does 11ot b ~ l i e \ ~ e  t h a t  t he  reader  is allowed 

to  make  ul) h i s  own mind regarding what he would believe for Dr.  Lawion. 
\\rho has been i~lvolved in preparing illell for t h e  ~ili~list ,~.?: for the last 
twenty two years,  had  set for th a definite position, which is c:haracterized 
by  a 11el.niisii.rlless tha t  will allow a ~.estxtemt.ni, ol biblical doc t r i~ ics  to 
the extent  of eliiliina~.ing the  t rue  doctrine of the  t r i n i t y  I)nt rcfnsirig, how- 
ever ,  to accept t,ho position about deity set forth in Rohirison's Ilo~if; .st  t o  
God. Nor is he  synipa~,hetic. to a l)liilosophy that, would lilakt. possible-: 
on ly  sollle r r l i g i o ~ ~ s  bclii~fs. i3uddhis1ri, h c  cltiirns, is n o t  a n  01)tiOli for 
Chris t iani ty.  Rult.nlann goes l o  est ~ .e~n t t s  t ha i  1)s. Lawton will riot allow. 

Thc  kingdom of Gcid is described a s  the  ati.;tinnicnt of a 1)erfec:t 
brotherhood in which all nlen recogiiizc each other  n s  children of God 
a n d  live in peace, harmony and lo\-? each other.  Religion is concerned 
wi th  th i s  l i fe;  there  is n o  escl-latology a t  all. The reinterl,rt:t;itio~l of 
biblical tlicology in this book is a f a r  (:ry from the  theology se t  forr.11 in  1.he 
39 Articles as once held I)y t.ho C1lurc.b of Enginnd. 

I \ ' c ~ . y / r ! . ~ / t  t l  I.'. rS~ri.7/ /! t ' ! j  

TFIE TT1-KS1NG POIST.  I:y V ~ n c c n t  ( :~~el . ra .  The  Warner  Press .  Andcrson 
India!la. 1.070 1 4 3  pages. 1'ill)cr $ 2  50. 

I I I I R L  134 .~\'illiarn 13right. Fleniing 
Revell Co~;il)any, Old Tappan,  Sen* Jersey,  19'70. 207 llages. Cloth. 
$4.95.  

These t\\lo in lc t~~se ly  i)e~.son;tl volulnes address thc111st:lvcs t o  yourig 
11trol)le. Uotli a r c  written by t l y n ~ ~ m i c  young nien "011 a mission"---albeit 
t he i r  ~l l iss ions focus on disparate sc:gnlents of our nat ions youth. Tliey arc. 
both at least partially autobiogl-npllical. arid both a r c  writt,en in fast- 
moving, if  not soniewhat sliallow langnage drawn fro111 a yonth culturc? 
stl.u_=-gli~ig 1.0 a d d 1 . e ~ ~  itself t.o its o\vn prohlcllis with its own vocabulary. 

Here  t he  s i~n i l a r i t i c s  elid, for Vince Guerra and Bill 13right a r e  
i~ ivolved  in worlds fa r  rel~ioved from one another.  

C:o,tt~e H r l p  C.'i~,cc~gc f1r.e ll,vo?.lt7. is essentially t he  s tory of Campus 
Crusade fo r  Chris t .  Crusade's origins, ol)eration, a n d  ]Jill Bright 's  deep. 
personal i n v o l ~ e m e n t  in the  ~novcnlent ,  for111 the  central t h rus t  of the 
book. The re  is no doubt about the  excitenient a n d  electricity generated. 
Young people on t h e  university cnnlgus today a r e  drawn,  and  being drawn 
to t h e  dynaniic young lllell and  \\.onlen who ga ther  across dex~ominational 
l ines t o  l~a r t i c ipa t e  in nible  s tudy,  fa i th  discussions, and  the  rallies, s o ~ n c  
of which have  outdone t he  rock festivals in enthusiasm and size. Although 
the  theological i~nglicnt ions involved in  these Reformed-styled programs 
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leavch sonlrthlnq t o  I)(: desired, it's good to know where the so-called 
colnl)etition IS--and these days it's riglit down the way at  ecuillenical 
headquarters: lntcr.t7arsit,y, Canll~us Crusade, et. nl. All right all you 
caml~us  1)nstors: 'r0 IVOIiK: 

Viilce (:uzl.ra's s tory is grim, grisly, and r ight  out of the ghetto. And 
whell A r t  Linkletter pens a, foreword these days, you know the  subject 
matter will he drugs;  a n d  it is. Here wc have the story of one who illade 
it, as  disastrous as tha t  usually is. However, he also made i t  back. Against 
an  allnost hopeless background of Xew York City's back alleys and ghetto 
jungles hIr. Gucrra took his schooling in thievery, truancy, and petty 
crimes, graduating uitiinately to  "the big time" of c r i ~ n e  and drugs. I t  
is this latter t ha t  caille perilously close to ruining h im completely-as 
is usually and tragically the case. Hut ? 'he  l'ri,r?~%ny Point, discussed in  
terms of Jesus' entrance into a broken life, comes to turn  things around. 
Fro111 tha t  point on it's off the hack roads and on to a mended life. 

Xeither Guerra nor  Bright leave i t  to chance. They mince no words 
in telling young people about the  glories of serving Christ, as  well as  the 
horrors involved in going i t  alone and without Christ. They have been 
the full route and you know where it's at.  We do well to travel the route 
a t  least vic;iriously. 

Iliurl-e?~ N .  W i l b e r t  

CELEBRATIOK O F  AWARENESS. E y  Ivan D. Illich. 13oubleday and 
Conll)any, S e w  Pork, 1970. Cloth. 189 pages. $5.05. 

Illich's career has taken h im from Vienna to a Roinan Catholic parish 
in  the Spanish speaking section of New York City to the University of 
Pnerto Hico, where he  served a s  vice-rect.or, and then finally. to the avant- 
garde Cuernal-ace center  in Rlesic:~. where he serves a s  dirctor. He be- 
longs to the growing nunlber of disenchanted priests who find theniselves 
within the  walls of  t h e  Roman Catholic Church, bnt who can no longer 
~ ~ r a c t i c e  their priestly functions. The  volume is essentially a collection of 
previously ~)ublished essays and 1,ublicly given addresses in which the 
author reflects his own posture to the  church. He wants to belong to the 
futuristic movement i n  theology, but  the commitment is inore eniotional 
than intellectual. His heart  a n d  soril a r e  in Latin America and the church 
nlachinery is rnore of a n  obstacle than  n help. From this frustration and 
not from profound theological comnlitment, h e  aligns hiinself with what  
might be considered t h e  inore radical elements. Much of the inaterial is 
directed specifically t o  the official American attitude to Latin America. 
Rut th i s  is no typical "liberal socialistic" diatribe for inore money, but a 
plea for the Anglo-Saxon elenlents to lay off the Latin culture. Sonletinles 
i t  is difficult to identify Illich's ax. The  Pope's encyclical on birth con- 
trol i s  described i11 such uncouth language as "juridical," "lacking in 
courage" and abounding in "bad taste." But with equal disdain, there is 
no use for the  Korth American ~~opula t io i l  expert who invades Latin 
Anlerica with h is  "U. S.-l~roduced 'serpents' ". Hit with even inore ardor 
is the scheme to  send the South American population to school. Func- 
tional reading, yes; school, no! Kot a few Aillericnn educators will squirm 



and squeani under these scctioris Illicli surely wants to  be remenibered 
a s  a refornier, and lie should. E u t  there a re  always plenty of ~.ttformers 
around. Here's a refori~ier out to refor111 the  reformers. Good! Nuthing 
is nlore distasteful than a calcified refor111 mo-iement bragging about its 

T H E  CHRISTIAN AND HIS  DECISIONS. Ry Harmon L. Sniith and  Loiris 
IV. Hodges. Abingdon Press, Xashville, Tenn., 1969, 32s pages. Cloth. 
97.95. 

The sub-title fo r  this book i s  A n  I~ttro(ltcction f o  (:h?-isticrn ?~:'tltzcs 
but this is just liiore than just a tostbook to ethics as a n  independent 
science. The authors or rather  compilers have gathered f r o n ~  the flowering 
fields of neo-orthodosy ess:iys on such pertinent subjects a s  revciation. 
authority, God. Christ,  Inan, church and eschatology. The  ar ray  includes 
such fanlous names as Tillich, H. Richard Niebuhr, and Emil Erunner.  
John  A. T. Robinsc ,, the 'Ilonest to God' bishop, fills slot on the  church 
with the article, "The Christian Society and This World." A second section 
lays down tlie principles for  Christian ethics. One of the sub-sections, 
entitled "Gospel and Law," ( the  unfortunate Barthian inversion).  con- 
ta ins  an article hy the late Haslc t11eolo:irian. The final section in the 
book is written by the authors themselves and deals with putt ing the 
cthical decisions into practice. T h c  authors find it ixnpossible to adopt 
tlie radical stance of Bishop Robinson and find i t  even Illore i~npossible 
to g o  back to wliat they call the "old niorality." Since the  question of 
sex always scellls to attract the nlost attention, i t  might be worthwhile 
esploring hwe.  The premise is offered tha t  ~ i l a r r i age  is made for Illan 
arid not the reverse. On that  account neither polyganly nor monogamy nor 
any other r e l a t ions l i i~  monol)olizes divine approval. Since neo-orthodoxy 
cannot accept a defirlite verbal revelation froni God, it could be predicted 
tha t  all their  ethical statements would also be equivocal. 

In  general tliis volume ]nay he considered a popular dogmatics. along 
wi th  a section on ethics of neo-orthodoxy. I t  can be used a t  a n y  level 
including t h e  college classrooxn. After reading i t  the student should be 
acquainted with the niajor facets of the neo-orthodox allproach. The  hope 
of this reviewer is that  the reader can also be taught  to be critical of it. 

( l p . ~  

POLLUTION AND THE DEATH OF MAN: THE CHRISTIAN VIEW O F  
ECOLOGY. By l'rancis A. Schaeffer. Tyndale House Publishers, 
Wheaton, Illinois, 1970. 125 pages. Paper. 

The author's goal in directing Christian principles to a contemporary 
yroblen~ is easily achieved. Most l~resent  concerns for the destruction of 
the globe through the  emission of toxic elements created by human tech- 
~iology revolve around the poles of man to  man. Man's responsibility to 
th is  sphere susperided in space is not an independent responsibility as if 
nian were abandoned. Man occupies the position between God and the  
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world by virtue of the  creation. Sin, the redemption by Christ, and the 
final judgment are all considered in assessing man's role in bringing 
healing to the  scarred universe. Schaeffer is  a well known conservative 
Protestant theologian and has shown that the ills brought on by society on 
society itself can be as  close to the heart of a conservative theologian as  
they can be to a liberal one. At least they should be. I t  would be tragic 
if the  liberal theology ~vouId have a nionopoly on social concerns. 

THE CHRISTIAX EXCOUN'I'ERS GOVERNMENT, ECONOMIC POLICY 
AND INDIVIDUAL WELFARE. By Harold A. Gram. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Missouri, 1970. 102  pages. $1.50. 

The author is vice-president of Valparaiso University. IIe was dean 
of the university's College of Husiness froni 1964 to 1969. He first sets 
down the classical econornic theories of Adam Smith and David Ricardo. 
These theories got a severe shock in the great depression of the 1930's. 
Lord Keynes took issue with the optiniis~il of the classical theory, and 
pointed out weaknesses in  the modern ecoiiomic system. He  maintained 
that the world needs, not rugged individualisni, but action by large busi- 
ness firins and by government in order to insure prosperity and jobs for 
all. 

Lord Keynes' ideas induced an econonlic revolution. The author 
attempts to explain this. The  explanation appears quite intricate, but inay 
help g e o ~ l e  who are  involved in busi~iess and have understanding for the 
problems to understand better the larger problem of preventing future 
depressions, ratlier than inerely dealing with them after they have arisen. 

DRUGS AND DRUG AEUSE: THE CHRISTIAN ENCOUNTERS SERIES. 
By James Cassens. Concordia Publishing House. St. Louis, hIissouri. 
1970. 136 pages. $1.50. 

The foreword is  by Dr. Frede Mortensen, a specialist in internal 
medicine, and a xneiliber of the Con~mission on Theology and Church 
Relations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Dr. Mortensen pro- 
nounces the niaterial in th is  book medically correct. The author himself, 
currently teaching a t  Concordia Teachers' College, River Forest, Illinois, 
holds a B.D. degree from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and a Ph.D. 
degree in Clinical Psychology from Chicago University. The author's 
object is not to damn the "now generation," psychedelic drugs and their 
abuse, but rather to  understand this  generation, and to understand the 
reasons why so lnariy of today's young p e o ~ l e  turn to the  use of the so- 
called mind-expanding drugs. He  discusses each one or' the  drugs under 
consideration together with the effects they do or may produce, LSD, 
marijuana, the aiilphetamines (pep pills) and barbiturates (sleeping pills). 
He  shows what beneficial uses these drugs lnay serve when used respon- 



sibly, and what  the  dreadful results a re  likely to be whc>n they are  
abused. 

There is a final chapter, a Christian perspective on drugs. One can 
0111~ hope tha t  parents  troubled by our  drug culture, and Illany Christian 
young people, will read the book and learn. 

Fred I i~c l ? )~e r  

AUDIOVISUAL Ii'ACILITIES AXD EQUIPMENT FOR CHURCHMEN. U. 
F. Jackson, editor. Voluille I11 COMMITNICATIOX FOR CHURCH- 
M E N  SERIES. Abingdon, Nashville. 1.970. 313 pages. Cloth. $7.50. 

If you are  one of the growing number of people who a re  struggling 
with the  inlpact of niodern conlrilunication technology for learning, this 
volunle should be considered an important resource for you. Although 
planned obsolence has  become a part  of most niaterial we buy, t he  authors 
suggest tha t  you can realistically design your environment and equip it 
with essential equipment capable of meeting your present needs and coin- 
plementiiig your future goals. The  key is planning. Instead of iilerely 
telliilg you tha t  planning is necessary, planning principles and technical 
guidelines for inlproving usage of specific equipnlent a r e  carefully spelled 
out. Practical considerations are given such a s  the fact tha t  a niain 
amplifier is the last  piece of equipment you need consider as you plan a 
sound system. I n  addition many practical heips in  the form of hiblio- 
graphical a ids  are  provided to  guide you to manuals and catalogs. Inno- 
vative ideas such a s  a cartridge tape  player providing both picture and 
sound through a n  ordinary television set  are suggested with appropriate 
da ta  which will enable you to  plan a combination of equipnlent for your 
learning environment. 

Whether you a r e  co~~s ide r ing  a bnilding program, a renovation of 
present facilities or siinply adding several pieces of audiovisual equipnlent 
to your fi~cilities. t he  book will prove to  be a valuable tool for your plan- 
ning, desig~iing and integrating a coiilinunication systeiii to your needs 
aiid goi~ls .  

T V i l l  i a ? ~  L. 11-icke?l kcsnl p 

CALL TO 3IlSSION. By Ste~)lieii Neill. Fortress Press, Philadelphia, 1970. 
113 pages, Cloth, $3.95. 

STEPHEN NEILL is a renowned writer on nlissions, the encounter 
with other religions, and Anglicanism. In  this  little book Dr. Neill asks, 
"Why JIissions?" "What the Nissionaries Did Wrong" "What the Mis- 
sioriaries Did Right" "Where Do We Go From Here?" and "The Mis- 
s ionary of the  Future." 

T h e  author upholds the  validity of the Biblical call LO niission against 
t he  viewpoints of our  day: religious toleration and a pluralistic society 
do not  argue for mission; the  cultural anthropologist says that  i t  is wrong 
to change a n y  man's religion; the weaknesses and failures of Western 
civilization hardly validate the  mission of Western culture, though it is 
argued that  the  Gospel made the  west strong, and i t  was formerly argued 



tha t  missions were good for  trade. Neither will "Christian democracy" 
serve a s  a validating cause. 

Dr. Neil1 refiects t h e  ecumenical pessirnisnl i n  the  cause of missions 
which has  produced much retrenchment. His  Call t o  Mission seems 
destined to fall on deaf ears. It i s  devoutly to be hoped tha t  no Church 
of the Gospel will fall in to  this  category. 

Ot to  F. Stahlke 

T H E  JIEASINC; O F  THE CITY. Ey  Jacques Ellul. Translated by Dennis 
Pardee, wirh a n  i i l~roductiol l  by John Wilkinson. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
I'ublishing Co., (Grand Rapids. Jiichigan. 1970. 209 pages. 

Jacques Ellul is a layman, a professor of t he  Law Faculty a t  t he  
University of Bordeaux. I l e  is considered one of the  world's outstanding 
sociologists, as well a s  a lay theologian whose voice deserves to be heard. 
The  author  s tates  his  intention a s  being only to discover what the  Bible 
reveals concerning the city, nothing else. He begins with Cain, who, 
when he  went away from the  presence of the  Lord, banished a s  i t  were, 
built a city. I11 building th is  city he expressed his rebellion against God, 
and  sought a place of refuge from danger from his  fellow men. The writer 
then discusses a number  of cities, particularly the  cities in Assyria, built 
by Nimrod. Under Nimrod the  city becomes a center fro111 which war is 
waged a n d  ever since t h a t  t ime urban civilization has  been warr ing  
civilization. The au tho r  finds Solonlon's departure from the Lord begin- 
ning when he built cities. From then on he went from one act of dis- 
obedience to the next. 

Because the  cities of which the  Scripture speaks, particularly in 
Genesis, were not  large cities in  t he  sense of the  modern metropolis. 
Ellul sees in these accounts generally n grophetic Biblical doctrine of t he  
city, which could however not have been properly understood until  t he  
advent of the nlonster cities of our time. E!lul sees no help for the  city 
and  i t s  monstrous moral.  personal, and  other problems. Studying what  
Scripture says concerning Babylon h e  says tha t  th is  can be applied to 
every o ther  city, and  to  today's cities even more than to any cities known 
to the prophets in t h e  Old Testament. H e  finds tha t  into every aspect of 
the city there has  been built  the  tendency to exclude God. In the great  ci ty 
man loses his freedom, becolnes a slave of luxury and  sin.  Cities may be 
built by intelligent men  of good will, who pool the i r  knowledge and  skills, 
but they lead to man's enslavement a n d  ruin. The  modern city, he  finds, 
calls for  factories, noise, snloke, alcohol, prostitution, dings,  etc. Industry 
in  t u rn  calls for  cities. Ellul says tha t  urbanists a r e  t rying to rebuild the  
cities, t o  do away w i t h  their ills. H e  is  however convinced tha t  they 
cannot do  it. T h e  "spirit" of the  ci ty will not  let  them succeed. Man 
cannot change the  evil spir i t  of the  city. Therefore the  cities must remain 
what  they have always been. 

Toward the  end of t he  book Ellul discusses Jerusalem as  a city set 
apart.  I n  itself, Je rusa lem i s  not much, never has  been much. In a way 
it shares in the incurable ills of al l  cities. Yet Jerusalem is  special in t ha t  
in  t he  end  of t ime  God Himself will build the new Jerusalem. th is  will be 



a city in which he will dwell and in ~vhich all evil will be done away. 
I t  does not beeoine clear whether Ellul conceives of the new Jcrusalenl 

in n iilillexiarian sense. I t  rather seeins to this reviewer that  lie does not 
so see it. But the i~ia t ter  does not becollle fully plain. 

As a sociological document setting forth the evils of the city this 
book is very well written and worth the reader's while. In  his use and 
~~nders tand ing  of Scripture Ellul subscribes to the modern theory that 
much in the Bible is myth. He does not, however, want to understand 
this in a destructive sense, but rather assuines that  myth is an important 
vehicle of theological truth, so that the accounts which he considers inyth- 
ical, and this includes both the early chapters of Genesis, the Book of 
Jonah, and the account of the new Jerusalem, represent, not so illuch 
reality, as  theological truth. 

F?xd li?-rrn~e?' 

A FIRST BOOK OF READINGS FROM THE WORKS OF MARTIK 
LLOYD-JONES. Selected by Frank Cumbers. TVm. B. Eerdnlans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, 1970. 366 pages. Paper. $2.95. 

Martyn Lloyd-Jones was pastor of the influential Westminster Chapel, 
London, fro111 1938 to May, 1968. He was the successor of Campbell Morgan, 
internationally known evangelist and author. When Lloyd-Jones retired, 
the Methodist Recorder wrote: "End of a marathon ministry," and A. E. 
Gould spoke of "one of the inost influential Free Church ininistries of our 
tinle." Often as lrlany as two thousand people would crowd into West- 
ininster Chapel to hear simple, expository preaching, which was done in a 
setting quite bare of liturgical ornament. 

During a very busy gastorate which saw hiin having conferences and 
counselling sessions with a streani of ministers, inissionaries and secre- 
taries of evangelical organizations, he also found time to set forth and 
defend the truths of the Scripture. Mr. Frank Cumbers has selected read- 
ings for each day of the year from the following published books of Dr. 
Lloyd-Jones: I'lre Pligllt o f  I l lu?~ cclztd the P o ~ o e r  of  God;  Studies  on tlre 
Xe?.??l.ow U?E the ,4fo.lcnt; Fr.o.?~z Fear to Fai th;  T h e  Bppvoach to 7'7-zltlz: 
Pc.ie?ttifir ctnd I C e l i ! ~ i o u s ;  I'7le i3nsi.s o f  Ghvi.~tictn Un i t y ;  Spirituctl Depres- 
sio?: ..l.tithor.itl/, T ,~ -a th  11?~cJ~cm(/ed, U?Lchnnging; Fa.it7i 071 ?'?-icll: nild 

T h e  \Fetrpon.s of Our Warfnl-e. 
The reader of these selections will soon discover where hlartin Lloyd- 

Jones stood on theological questions. He  believed in the power of the 
Scriptures to effect changes in the lives and hearts of men. Often his 
Bible Studies, held on Friday evenings would be attended by twelve 
hundred people, wllo had coille with pencil and notebook to study the 
Bible. Mr. Cunlbers reports that Lloyd-Jones preached on Sunday inornings 
for  five years on Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians! For the pastor of the 
Congregationalist T%Testiilinster Chapel the Bible was all that  mattered. 
For  hiill i t  was the greatest of Christian books because i t  was the inspired 
Word of God. 

The cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith are clearly enunciated. 
The vicarious and substitionary death of Christ is clearly presented. The 



rlecessity for. a. change of heart is impressed on the reader. In this day of 
theo!ogical detc+r.ioralion i11 :1.11 branches of Christendom, i t  is refreshing 
to read even ~ h ~ s e  t:xc(:rpts from the writ.ixigs of Dr. Lloyd-Jones, who 
retired that hc might de:-ot,e more tirrle t o  writing. These excerpts will, 
no  doubt, create the dcsirr? t o  acc1uir.c rind rezd some of the volurlles fro111 
which these selections have been takr-n. 

R a y m o n d  3'. Sz~rburg 
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219 pages. Paper.  $3.95. 
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1970. 128 paaes. Cloth. $4.95. 

Ethics and the New Medicine. By Harmon L. Smith. Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1970. 174 
pages. Paper. $2.95. 
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1970. 154 paxes. Cloth. $4.95. 
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1970. 183 pages. Paper.  9'2.4.5. 
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158 pages. Paper.  $3.50. 

Call to Mission. Ry Stephen Neill. Fortress Press, Philadelphia, 1970. 113 pages. Cloth. 
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Louis. 1970. 125 pages. Paper. 
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mans Publishing House, 1970. 346 pages. Cloth. $6.95. 
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pages. Paper. $1.50. 

TIbc Teats of Faith. BY J. A. Motyer. Inter-Varsity Press, London, 1970. 126 pages. 
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