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Willilams, Yale, JMarquette, Boston Universityv, srotina,
Howard, Reed, Davidson. Brandeis, and Staniord. The =tudents were
questioned on their secondary education; pelitieat fdeos: the origin of
their political ideas; what they thought :hb cocry and Come-
munism: student power: and religion. The
survey is that ~God is not feeling very wel.”

have lapsed since the previous poll religious non-amii
from 23 to 34%,. “Three-quarters said there had b
lives when they ‘reacted either partially or wholly against’ the religious
tradition in which they were raised.” Surprisingiy enaough in nearly 759

fon ok place
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of those who reacted against their own religion. s rea
before they went to college. About half of &l! who had sutireligious
feelings experienced a revival of religion later. “Asked their concention of

+

the Deity only 17 of our students took the position that God is amnizcent.
omnipotent, three-personned and maintains an active cencaors jor human

affairs.” =25¢, expressed belief in a God ‘abour whont noethine delinite
can be affirmed.’ ” Another 257 were either agnostic or artheisr.

Half of those who identified themselves as cirther Jewish or Christian
would call Jesus a great teacher. Of the Christians 207, bhelieved in the
“literal truth of the Apostles Creed.” 28¢ accepted Jesus' resurrection
and 389, held to sowme type of belief in incarnation. At one proninent
Catholic university 94¢; eight vears ago affirmed the deity of Christ com-
pared with 65 in the more recent survey. Of all stuadents oniy abhout
2 or 3% doubted that Christ ever lived. (Ed.: What a comfort” Orthodoxy
is not dead!)

The religious situation {n our country has been so complex that a
few censuring sentences descrihing the causes would be gith. One¢ could
possibly hazard the opinion that the chureh’s children have heard the
church’s preachers of the last decade proclaim that religion was out-
moded and that "God is dead! . . " and they believed! Certainly «ll those
pastors who work with high school and college students will have to give
a few moments of serious thought to these statistics. In the name of
compatibility, much of supernatural Christianity has been Zettisoned to
save the ship of the church. The ship's deck is pretty hare and a ship
without a cargo really has no purpose. The problem of growing irreligion
on the campuses is not an isolated problem. “Today's college religion
dropouts are tomorrow’'s empty pews.” {Not to mention empty offering
envelopes.)

Book Reviews

I.  BiBricai STUDIES

NEW PERSPECTIVE ON THE OLD TESTAMENT. By J. Barton Payne,
editor. Word Books, Publisher, Waco, Texas, 1970. 305 pages. Cloth,
$6.95.

If Pilate was in search of a simple answer to his metaphysical
inquiry regarding truth, he turned to an appropriate source for a reply.

If a student of the Old Testament were to ask the same question of the
“Fathers” of 0Old Testament scholarship today, they would have to care-
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tullv examine thieir source before they evaluated the reply given. This in
no way is intended to confuse the conclusions set forth by 0ld Testament
scholars It simply suggests that bits and pieces of evidence have a way
of determining radically different conclusions depending on the presup-
postions of the interpreter,

The editor in the Pirefnce establishes the purpose of the essays in
this svmposinm: “The goal of each contributor, moreover, is to transcend
the negative, e.g.. mere refutations of the divisive criticism of the 19th
(or 20th; century. and to move forward into positive syntheses and
into proposed soiutions rfor areas of Biblical discussion whose centrality
may be anticipated for perhaps the next twenty years to come. Each
author expresses his own creative insights, while holding to the con-
servative Scripturai position of the Evangelical Theological Society, for
whose twentieth annual meeting these essays were prepared and whose
doctrinal affirmation, that “the I3ible alone. and the Bible in its entirety,
is the Word of God written and therefore inerrant in the autographs, is
as old as Christianity itself.”

This volume brings together six areas of Old Testament study by
seventeen recognaized scholars in the categories of historiography, Pen-
tateuch, poers, prophets, textual criticism, and Biblical theology. Each
essay reviews a traditional yquestion regarding the study of the Old
Testament and analyzes the pertinent evidence. None of the arrived at
conclusions are startling; but all suggest a tendency to return to a
traditional interpretation of the 0ld Testament. AMany authors reflect
discontentnient with 19th and 20th century scholarship, both its method-
ological approach and conclusions. However, it must be noted that every
essay represents careful research and intricately constructed argumenta-
tion. In most instances the latest evidence from the fields of archaeology
and philology are effectively utilized. This volume deserves careful
attention by the serious student of the Old Testament; his hours of
study will be rewarding.

William F. Meyer

A SURVEY OF ISRAEL'S HISTORY. By Leon Wood. Zondervan Pub-
lishing House, Grand Rapids, 1970. 444 pages. Cloth. $7.50.

The author is professor of Old Testament Studies and Dean of Grand
Rapids Baptist Seminary. In fifteen poignant chapters Dr. Wood has
portrayed the story of Israel, a nation like few others who have had a
dynamic, turbulent and influential history among the nations of the
world. In fifteen chapters the reader will find a good survey of the for-
tunes of God's chosen people, a nation that was supposed to be a holy
nation; a nation of priests who were to show the glory of God in the
ancient world. In the opening chapter there is a discussion of the authors,
the source material, the importance of Israel, its strategic location in the
Near East, the geography of Palestine and the time periods into which
Old Testament history may be divided.

This volume begins the survey of Israel’s history with the patriarchal
period and concludes with the exile and return. Wood believes that the
Old Testament period ended with about the year 400 B.C., thus leaving
four centuries hetween the two Testaments.
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A Survey of Isvael’s Histery was written cspecialiy tor the under-
graduate theological student, but its language and level make it usefy]
for a larger reading audience, It is designed to 311l a void in the conserya-
tive Old Testamenrt literature. The 0Old Testament field is dominared by
books written from & critical position that believes that the Bible in its
autographic form is replete with errors. In the understanding and pre-
sentation of Old Testament history this volume is lining itself up with
a group of scholars who are challenging the modern mentality which
rejects so many of the clear statements of both the O.d and New Testaments
concerning the history of God’s people,

Chapter 5 may surprise some readers because the entire cliapter is
devoted to a discussion of chroneiogy. and includes details thar are not
found in other books. According fo the author “the reason is that this
chronology has long been a matter of discussion. being basic in importance,
It is my conviction that the viewpoint held traditionally hv conservatives
remains as defensibie as ever, and a presentation of the matter in sufficient
detail to support this conviction was thought appropriate” 3. 11y, In
the reviewer’s opinion Dr. Wood has presented & good caxe for the Iith
century date of the Exodus.

While the author has not attempted to give full decwmentatiosn, there
are enough references (o indicate that he is well acqguainted with the
major books and studies that have appeared in recent vears in the field
of 0ld Testament studies and utilizes this information in the text and foot-
notes of the volume. The student who wishes to read further will find all
major viewpoints represented in the bibliography on pages $13-416.

Biblical references are from The American Standard Version and
have been included throughout the volume and the student is encouraged
to use them. This bock is not to be a substitute for the Bible but the
reader is urged to read the pertinent Scripture with the chapters as they
are read. Numerous line maps help to clarify geographical details. Another
helpful aid is to be found in the extensive chronclogical chart which pro-
vides an over-all summary as to names and dates.

This book could serve pastors as a good review book for Old Testanment
history aud at the same time acquaint the reader with uew insights
relative to the understanding of the history of God’s peoplie. & knowledge
of which is essential for the comprehension of the message of the OId

Testament. Raymond F. Suvburg

DICTIONARY OF BIBLE PLACE NAMES. H. H. Rowley. Fleming H.
Revell Company, Old Tappan, New Jersey, 18970. 173 papes. Cloth
$3.95.

H. H. Rowley, recently deceased British Old Testament scholar, has
provided a reference book which gives the name and geographical location
of every place mentioned in the RSV Bible, including the Apocrypha
Following each entry is a summary of Biblical information and succinct
facts relating to each place and, where possible, the miodern identity.
Over 1500 entries are located and described, including rivers, battlefields,
cities, walls, mountains. districts, seas, gates, regions. plains. towns, roads
—any Biblical place from Abana {one of the two rivers of Damascus)
through Zuph (a district where Saul sought the lost asses).
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The use of bold type in the volume indicates another entry in the
volume where the reader may find supplementary information. In his
preface. Dr. Rowley states that he included a few of the more interesting
variants in the Jerusalem Bible, but because lack of space could not
incorporate ail the interesting variants of this Roman Catholic Bible or
any other version.

Following the main text of the DICTIONARY is an eight-page section
of specially drawn maps which pinpoint all place names mentioned in the
comprehensive volume, starting with Biblical Lands of 1500 B.C. and
progressing to Jerusalem in the time of Christ.

Thix is a companion velnme by the same author of DICTIONARY OF
BIBLE PEIERSONAL NAMES and DICTIONARY O BIBLE THEMES,
available from the same publisher. Here is a1 volume that laymen., Sunday
school teachers, and pastors will find useful.

Raymond F. Surburg

A SHEPHERD LOOKS AT PSALM 23, By Phillip Keller. Zondervan
Publishing House. Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1970. 142 pages. Cloth.

$3.95.

Written by a protfessional agrologist and a lay preacher, this com-
mentary on I’salm 23 is valuable. It is Gospel. Furthermore. it approaches
the Psalm through the eves of one who knows about shepherds, sheep,
valleys, green pastures, ete. The pastor will find an abundance of sermonic
material, the layvman will find a devotional analysis which cannot help
hut deepen his appreciation of this well-known and loved Psalm.

John F. Johnson

THE TARGUMS AND RADRBINIC LITERATURE: AN INTRODUCTION
TO JEWISH INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE. By John Bowker.
Cambridge University Press, New York, 1970. 379 pages. Cloth. $12.50.

The author states the book has two purposes: (1) '“To provide an
introduction to the Aramaic Targums. which preserve some of the most
basic and popular elements of Jewish hiblical interpretation”; (2) "To
show lhow the Targums form a part of Jewish exegesis in general.” The
rationale for these purposes is to provide Biblical students, especially New
Testament, the essentials of Rabbinie thought and literature, since most
hiblical studies rely heavily on Jewish background materials.

The author divides his presentation into two basic parts. In the first
part he examines the emergence and development of Jewish exegesis and
the importance of the Targums. Elaborate historical and explanatory
detail contributes to an in depth understanding of the Jewish tradition
for preserving, interpreting, and applying the Jewish Bible to the lives
of its constituents. The author's efforts can be most appreciated by a
careful study of the extensive footnoting of the materials pertinent to
the subjects discussed. The author’s comment suggesting perusal of H. L.
Strack’s Introduction to the Talmud and Midrash prior to the reading
of this work would be most helpful. If one is in search of an analysis
the Jewish method of exegesis, this work does not provide him with such
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a report. The author devotes his energy o a demonstration o b R,
binical tradition.

The second part of this book gives substantial flusirezion of T
method and material. The Targum utilized is the Pyowdon i,

TIon tnoon 1

selected chapters and passages of Genesls. ITn addi
of the text, the author provides notes, which jitustrare i oo

~iation

Vinllon in
interpretation.

The traditionai Jewish exegetical miethod is =utficientiv fiiusirared b
not effectively delineated. For that reason carveful study and snalveis nro
necessary if one wishes to benefit sufficiently from this work.

Cepe e )
Wikl T7 ey o

HERMENEUTICS. By Bernard L. Ramnt and others. Buker Dook Youse,
Grand Rapids, 1971, 152 pages. Papoer. $1.45.

The contents of this book originally appeared as Section 3 of Baleiy
Dictionary of Practical Theology, edited by Ralph . Turnbull and pub-
lished in 1367. Some of the essays that comprise this volume are not
found in traditional books on hermeneutics. This small book =lhiould be
welcomed by pastors hecause topics are briefly discussed here that are of
vital significance for each interpreter of Scriptures. As the publisher
states: “Hermeneutics have been labelled as the most coutroversial prohlem
in theology today. New viewpoints of Biblieal interpretation have been
introduced and much is being written on the subject.”

After a chapter setting forth the imiportance and enumerating various
problems connected with Biblical interpretation by Ramm. there follows
a discussion on the hermeneutics to he followed in dealing with Biblical
parabjes by David Wallace. Dr. Nicole of Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary deals with a difficult subject in: “0ld Testament Quotations in
the New Testament.” The use of archaeology in Biblical interpretation is
presented by Dr. Blaiklock of the University of Auckland, New Zealand.
Professor Laurin of California Baptist Theological Seminary discusses
“The Dead Sea Scrolls and Interpretation” and “Typological Interpretation
of the Old Testament.” Professor Marvin W. Anderson of BDethel Theo-
logical Seminary, St. Paul, treats some of the hermeneutical principles
of the Reformers. Dr. Williamm La Sor of Fuller Theological Seminary
treats of “Interpretation of Prophecy.” Dr. Ramm. author of a well-
known text book on Protestant Hermeneutics, gives a briet description
of “The New Hermeneutic.” The little volume concludes with a discussion
on "Tools of the Interpreter,” by James P. Martin of TUnion Theological
Seminary, Richmond, Virginia.

Each contributor has listed a number of pertinent volumes at the end
of his chapter which direct the reader to more extensive treatments of
topics briefly discussed or alluded to in his presentation.

In the opening chapter Ramm has pointed out some of the problems
faced by modern interpreters of Scripture. One is the presence of the
supernatural in the Biblical record. Thus Ramm wrote: "The evangelical
Christian believes that there is a radical difference hetween the report of
the supernatural in Scripture and in other literature. There is a sober
rationale for the supernatural in Scripture based upon the Biblical struc-
ture of revelation and redemption which is completely lacking in pre-
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cririeal culinres, Tie Cnristian considers the present order to be darkened
by sin. 'art of God's revelatory and redemptive work in a humanity and
cosmoes dorkenod by =i ois the employment of the supernatural. Therefore
whin the cvongelicod expositor is confronted with the supernatural in the
It oout e hypoticesio but accepts it as an important

-

text he doos not v

clement of the Bibliieal revelation™ (p. 27).

Rami iso ciads attention to the importance of theological exegesis
which starts with the grammatical study of the text and then goes heyond
the srammmatical mmeaning, “The proof of the pudding is in the eating and
the ultiniie fustitication of theological exegesis must he the ability to
make the text meanineful in its greatest depths™ (p. 29).

Ramm's characterization and description of “The New Hermeneutic”
ts Instracrive, He avers that the new hermenentice is new in the sense that
it diers cregtiy rrom the old hermenentics that has been used by the
Christian Church for centuries. Tt is the outgrowth of the thinking of
Rudonlph tultinann. Alithough Ramm's presentation of the "new herme-
neutie” is briet he hoes ~ucceeded in showing its outstanding features and
also peinted ons weenrarely (s weakuesses. The new hermenentic™ is a
threat 1o rhe veritios of the Christian faith as expressed in the ecumenieal
ereeds of Chrisrendom.

Ruymond F. Surbury

PAUL'S JOY IN CHRIST. Studies in Philippians. By A. T. Robertson.
paker Booxk House. Grand Rapids, 1970, 265 pages. Paper. $2.95.

A, T. Robertson, one time Professor of New Testament Interpretation
at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville, hardly needs
an introduction. Two generations have profited much from his many
books in the area of New Testament Biblical Studies. This book. copy-
righted in 1917. had its beginning in a series of lectures in 1913. The
styie 1s essentially popular but the book can be used with much profit
by the pastor.

This volume is an exposition in eleven chapters on the Epistle tp the
Philippians. The exposition. in keeping with the Epistle, is joyous. Tech-
nical terms aud refervences to the Greek text are relegated to footnotes.
Thus the layman can use this volume as well as the person who has had
training in the original Greek.

br. Reobertson intended this bhook to be very practical and that it is
The following sentence is typical of his concern for problems in society:
“Child labour, white slavery, the liquor traffic, the sweat shop, bribery in
elections. the city boss are just a few of the evils that must disappear
before the concerted effort of Christian citizens™ (p. 104). But at the same
time he is intent on saying what the text says. With reference to the
humiliation of Christ he wrote: “We can feel certain that he (Christ) did
not empty Himself of His divine nature which He could not do in the
nature of the caze but only ‘of the insignia of His majesty’ (Lightfoot)
the outward mauifestation of His deity” {p. 128).

The euphoria of the second decade of this century is reflected here
and there in this book. "We live in a light-hearted and complacent age.
The Puritans went too far to one exireme, but we are going too much
to the other. We all need a fresh sense of solemn respounsibility to Almighty
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God” (p. 145). But Robertson was a realist as well: 710 is sad o see sg
many churches deserting the down-town districts where they are so

much needed. Rescue work must he carried on where sin has done Itg
worst” (p. 153).

The fear of the Reformed theologian of emphasizing justitication by
faith, as does Scripture, shows through. With reference 1o the word
“and be found in Him"” (3:9) we read: “This is God's gracions way of
treating those as righteous who have no rightepusness of their own, We
may call it ‘forensic’ if we wish, but that description in no way nullifies
the fact. It is also ethical, for only thus is it possible for us to become
righteous ourselves” (p. 192). And yet the same man could write: “Sanity
on the subject of Christian perfection is sorely needed when we have one
extreme of antinomian license and the other professional perfectionisny”
(p. 207).

The book is recommended for the person who needs a refresher course
in the Epistie of Joy.

Harold J1. 1uls

WORD PICTURES FROM THE BIBLE. By E. M. Blaiklock., Zondervan
Publishing House. Grand Rapids. 1871, 95 pages. £2.05

The author of this volume holds the Chair of Classies at the Univer-
sity of Auckland, New Zealand and is internationally known for his
writings on Greek drama, Latin literature, and the history of the first
century in Palestine.

The publisher informs us that “‘the author seeks to enliven the imagery
of the Bible from the experience of a long career of teaching and reading
in the literature of the ancient world, the classics that have come down
to us from the generations preceding.” This book makes it clear that Dr.
Blaiklock is well acquainted not only in Classical Greek and Latin but
also with the original of both the 0ld and New Testaments. The hook
contains twelve sermonic essays. And the pastor or professor can learn
from this study of word pictures. In his study of The Ruek, chapter seven,
his thorough acquaintance with words and their imagery is indicated in
this final paragraph:

Petra, a large and massy word, the rock of immense rooting which
knows no moving, is the word of Matthew 16.18, the rock on which
Christ builds His Church. It surely means the tremenodus affirmation
of incarnate deity, It puns with petros. Peter's name, and puns sig-
nificantly, for petros can mean a pebble, a sling-stone, and all manner
of unstable fragments: ‘Ah, Peter, you are thus named, a stone, indeed,
hard and solid, but tossed about too easily by men. But what youn have
said is stone of stone, a erag, indeed, and foundation for al] divine
building.’

This paragraph is typical of the many insights afforded by the author.
Not the least interesting is the study of the term The Shield of Faith,
chapter 9. The author shows us that the figure of the shield of faith in
the Epistle to the Ephesians is illustrative not only of Qld Testanient
thought but also of language which Greeks and Romans understood.

However, the Lutheran Christian will likely object to certain elements
in the final chapter, The Grain of Wheat. The author feels that Paunl was
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acquidnted with the mystery religious’ of the Greeks and this would
explain his use of the word ‘mystery’ and the illustration of the grain of
wiheat i Cerintivians 150 At the ¢limax of the initiation at Eleusis, an
upiitied and the initiated believed that they were ‘horn
aikloek makes these comments: “The significance is rich.
. wod weaves iuto His wide tapestry and thread of truth. All
real serking, whatever be its context, however groping its gait. meets the
oursiretihi-d hand which helps and guides. It is intriguing to speculate.
Wias the tgare of tie iranstormmed grain in the well-known chapter of
the opistle. « reminder of oral teaching amid the inquiring Corinthians?
And Gid 1'unl fresh from his homiletie use of an Athenian altar, find a
sx’:z:i;;u' Greek point of contact at Eleusis?” [t would seent that the author
here indicaies that the truths of the Gospel in I Corinthians 15 are drawn
in pur: Jrom the Eleusinian mysteries. It thar is what is meant the
Christian must ohivet,

Harold H. Buls

TRADITION: OLIy AND NEW. By . . Bruce. Zondervan Publishing
House, Grand Ranids, 1970, 1S4 pages. Paper. $2.95.

In ten very readable chapters the author discusses Tradition as it
reiates to the New Testament, the Gospel, interpretation, the Canon and
text of Scripture. In 1965 a collogquium was held by the Manchester faculty
on the tinteiy subject of “Holy Book and Holy Tradition.” This colloquium
led Dir. Druce to investigate more fully the prevalence of tradition in
those Churches and religious movements which believed themselves to
be free from its infiuence.

ecinning with the “Tradition of the Elders,” the author concludes
by insisting that the tradition which iz maintained in the life of the
Church today is maintained by the agency of the Holy Spirit; such
tradition originates with the historical Jesus. He agrees with R. C.
Moberly who asserted that neither Councils nor Creeds can get behind,
but must whelly rest upon the history of Jesus Christ as witnessed by
Scripture. He replies to the Bultmannian warning with regard to history
by stating that the uappeal to history cannot be avoided, “even if it does
involve & measure of risk,” p. 173. The faith of the Chureh must not he
separited from the historical Jesus.

John F. Johnson

THE CATACOMBS AND THE COLOSSEUM. By Stephen Benko and

John J. O'Rourke. The Judson Press, Valley Forge, Pa., 1971. 318
pages. Paper. $5.95.

The tweive essays in this collection represent a study of the imperial
Roman background primitive Christianity. Each essay is a distinct
offering in itseif. Each presents valuable background information which
will lead the reader into a much more penetrating understanding of the
New Testament situation.

A vocabulary of Latin terms and an early Christian time table are
valuable additions to the collections. The first chapter, which deals with
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the sources of Romian history between 310 DU and
valuable, as is also the introduction by Professor L0 a1 Grooe

1. Turorocroxr — HISTORICAT STUDTy »

WHY T AM STILL A CHRISTIAN. E. M. Blatkioek, od Zondervon, vrand
Rapids. 1971, Paper. [76 pages.

We have had occasion before to review o work by Urel NIRIOCK,

erstwhile professor of Classies at the Universio
Zealand. That was o kind of apologetic for the Chri
Iss't It Why We Belivi i £7ud, in which he eollabior
D. A, Blaiklock, a medical doctor. This new effort i= iik

for the Christian faith. in which there arc ten gdditiens writers
himself and his son. The idea for the series grow out & o Tocitin
delivered on the book’s subject, on the occasion of @ public vanpus
with an avowed atheist, in 1955, It constitutes the first

anthor asserting strongly that Christian truthh can b, and <hould

)
e, e
CHA 00

approached in the same way as any other ancient marerind, thier iso hisior-
fcally. 1t will stand up to every test hetter than miost. Thus, it 12 crossly
insufficient, states Blaiklock. to treat Christ's yosurrection os anhyvihine
“but as historical fact,” for example, merely “as o poetie fcure or o
symbol of renewal, as =ome lamentable forms of posr-Christinn 1heology
interpret it (p. 16).7 Dlaiklock manages to muster an inspesing arroy of
scientists and thinkers from various backgrounds and diseip
side, to state the “case for Christianity.”
Some of the c¢ssays, as a matter of faet, are outstandine. \ symposium like
this, however. is bound to have some weaknesses, not only in that
contributions score better than others, but also becawse ¢ certein rodundan-
cy results from the fact that each writer is working over the s theme,
True, no two are alike. Eaech has his own case 1o state oui o7 his own
life's story, but some things are inevitably going to souud reperirious. The
“theology™ is not of the same consisteney either., althongh i zencral.
with but few exceptions, it may be desceribed as strongly commirted 1o an
evangelical witness in support of Biblical historicity and nicaning, An
exception is the espousal of theistic eveolution by some¢ of the writers,)
Blaiktock has incorporated an interesting hiographical sketch Tor euach
contributor, a world-wide panel. His editing evinces careful work, prohably
not an easy task when assembling pieces from around the zlobe The
fact thut the contributions for the most part read well and succeed in
blending voices into a strong anthem in support of the Christian faith
in a secular age like ours, is evidence that Blaiklock has carrted off his
work well. Missing perhaps is a little of the humble. awe-tilled spirit of
the apostle Paul in answer to the same question. Why 1 am still a
Christian?—" By the grace of God I am what T am.”

In gencral thie vosuln is zond

Sonle

oK ny
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JOTIN CALVIN  Seicetions from His Writings., Edited by John Dillen-
bereer. Auchor, Garden City, NUY., 1971 Paper. 590 pages. $2.45.
Tho=c who core tomitiior with and have used Dillenberger's Vartin

Luther will appoeecrate the appearanee of this companion piece on John
Calvin. v hi- own declaration Dillenberger writes for “the general
reader.” That probabiyv includes mnsgt of us, The scholar, with his narrower
{mavbe widery snd specinlized interests. may have time, equipnient,
temperament, and need tor the kind of detaited study which his calling
places unon hing Dut for the average reader a work like Dillenberger’s—
executed twice now-—-is hichly commendable: especially when it is done
with the skill of «cmaster who knows how to «elect what is representative
from the voluminous writings of the likes of Luther and Calvin. In this
reviewers judensent Dilienberger has succeeded well both times. His
introduction oitee again i short, covering the bare bones ot the life and
work of Calvin: bur sufficient nonetheless for anvone about to delve into
the niancs writings, Dillenberger’'s remarks introducing cach selected
reading wre Hkewise very hrief. So. virtually aill of the almmost 600 pages
are jeft to Calvin

As owith Mortin Lowtleer. Dillenberger chooses a topical. rathev than
stricudy chrovological. arrangement. This is where the eceditor. of course,
shows his hand. or paints his portrait; and Dillenberger is frank to admit
that ~a definite view of Calvin is evident in what has been selected.”
Perhaps so. but the sketch appears to be very faithful to the writer, in
this case Calvin: as it also was in the main for Martin Luther. There
were notable omissions in Dillenberger's Martin Lutlher. which another
editor 1might jusrifiubly have wanted ineluded. The same can undoubtedly
he claimed for Johy talcin. Be this as it may, the average reader still gets
a good coverage of the Geneva reformer’s work; on the one hand, a broad
taste, including some of Calvin's notable letters and sermons; and, on the
other hand, « chanve to sample Calvin's works in considerable depth.
specitically in the Instifutes. the commentaries, and selected treatises.

Certain judgments by the editor are generally held; others not. For
exaniple, most students of Luther’s and Calvin's theology will agree that
the latter was o more negative figure in his life and work and thinking;
also that his understanding of the relation between Law and Gospel was
quite different from Luther’s. specifically in this that Calvin chose to
describe the Law as the clearer manifestation of the Gospel, whereas for
Luther the two were distinctly opposite in content and purpose. In some
of his viewpoints Dillenberger stands with a dwindling minority: for
example. he continues to stick by his notion that the Twrmerlebnis for
Luther canle late. after 1517 in other words; and he has a similar position
as far as Calvin’s “theological awakening” is concerned.

The book nonetheless affords an excellent reading course for anvone
willing to do a little serious work, and at an attractive price. The benefit
will be a better understanding of the theology and thought of Calvin, who,
with Lauther. had the greatest influence upon our present era.

E. ' Klug

DESCARTES DICTIONARY. Trans. & Ed. by John M. Morris. Philosophical
Library, New York, 1971. Cloth. 247 pages. $10.00.
This Dictionary brings together as many as possible of the technical



140 THE SPRINGFIELDFR

and special terms in Descartes” writings, with their definitions in the
philosopher’s own words. The student of Descartes hax long been troubled
by the fact that English translations of French and Latin termuis have not
always been accurate. Furthermore, the language of older translutions
was often archaic. Professor Morris has provided new iranslations tor
many of his entries. In his own words. he intended to throw Hgeht on
Descartes’ own vocabulary and his translations are as iteral as it was
possible to make them, without sacrificing readability. Manuy of the entries
are specifically for the non-technical reader who would like to hear some
of the things which Descartes had to say about people and the werld of
his time. A chronology of the Philosopher’s life and o list of wrirings avail-
able in English translation are useful additions. The author's 247 paces
of entries, each listed in alphabetical order. really cover the gamut. In
this dictionary the reader will hear Descartes speaking ol such things
as astrology, atheist, doubt, distinctions, equality, errvor. faith, fear, gravity,
hope, humility, intinite, knowledge., mind, reuson. simpie ideas, spuace,
spirits, war, will, world, etc. The author himself reminds the reader that
the use of a dictionary is no substitute for a close study of the texts
themselves. He adds the necessary reminder that brief passages are taken
out of their context; many of them can be misleading or unintelligible
without understanding the purposes they serve in the Cartesian systen.

John {7 Jdafinuson

YOUR GOD IS TOO WHITE. By Columbus Salley and Ronald Behne
Intervarsity Press. Downers Grove, Illinois, 1971, 114 pages.

One could wish that this paperback of 114 pages might be read not
only by many pastors and individual Christian laymen, but that it would
also be studied in discussion classes in churches. The authors. one hlack,
the other white, address themselves to the race question as it concerns
church and society today. The aunthors maintain that Christ taught a
revolutionary doctrine, but that the church has developed into a counter-
revolutionary force. They hold that blacks have experienced what calls
itself the Christian church as an oppressive force. Enslavement of blacks
was justified in the name of Christianity.

A brief but essentially accurate chapter on black history ifrom colonial
days to the present shows not only what blacks were made to endure in
America for more than three hundred years, but that the treatment of
blacks as slaves up to the Civil War, and as an inferior race since the
Civil War was justified by appeals to Scripture, and that the churches,
both North and South, failed to contbat racism.

The sins of the white churches against blacks are described as chiefly
sins of omission, winking at brutal treatment of blacks on the part of
whites. As blacks crowded into the central cities the white churches with-
drew to the suburbs, rather than integrating and serving blacks along
with whites.

Results of the actions and inactions of white churches are varied.
Many blacks developed a negative self-image, considering themselves
inferior to whites, hating themselves. Others turned against, not only the
racism of the white churches, but against the Christian chureh, and its
God, who was considered a white God.
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This explains the rise of the DBlack Muslims, a religious organization
for blacks bhascd on JMohammedanism. It also explains the rise of Black
Power. which, the authors maintain, is not predicated on violence or non-
violence. but on the survival and full participation of blacks in the
benefits of American socicty. The question of violence, according to the
authors, depends on whether the white man will recognize and let the
hlack man have his rights,

The book has carnest words for blacks and whites alike. Blacks are
urged to find out what the Bible really teaches about the Christian under-
standing of man. lest they accuse Christ and His teaching of the crimes
committed by white racists, who deny the teachings of Christianity by
their loveless actions. Another chapter shows that white Christians also
must learn what the 13ible really teaches. The false interpretation of the
curse upon Canaan. Gen. 9:18-27, whieh has often been used to justify
oppression of the bhlack man, ix thoroughly refuted. The biblical doctrine
of creation is properly used ro establish the equality of all men before
their Creator.

The final Chapter tells what the white Christian must do with his
church,—get rid of its enslavement to the prevailing culture, learn and
accept the Christian, biblical understanding of man, repent of its own
white racism to the extent that it has bheen and is guilty of it, and work
actively to have hlack men looked upon and treated as human beings, to
be acceorded the same respect and the same opportunities which white men
expect for themselves as a matter of course,

May this hooklet find many readers’

Fred Kramer

MODERN ART AND THE DEATH OF A CULTURE. By H. R. Rook-
maaker. Inter-Varsity Press, London, 1970. 256 pages. Paper.

Until the advent of the Age of Reason the Christian faith found
cffective and powerful expression in what the author terms “old are,” i.c.
the paintings of Rembrandt, Rubens, Titian, and many others. During
the Age of Reason with its logic, rationality, and science, art lost its power
and passion, degenerating to the sterile, bloedless art of the Salon of
France and the Royal Academy of England. In the book the rise of modern
art is outlined froul its inception as a reaction to the excessive rationality
of the Age of Reason with its resulting dehumanization of man to the
art of the present day with its protest against social injustice. Employed
in this analysis are representative illustrations fromn various schools of
painting and excerpts from popular songs and modern poetry.

The value ot the book may very well lie in the attention it brings to a
problem rather than in any attempt at providing an answer to the problem.
According to the author, evangelical Christianity during the 18th and 19th
centuries was unbiblical, anti-intellectual and anti-cultural. The result was
a disdain for worldly matters and a view of art as somewhat sinful. What-
ever art styvle was adopted by the church during the Age of Reason has
persisted to this day. This style, romantic and overly-sentimental, is
evident in Sunday school illustrations of Christ as being soft and effem-
inate. When modern art triumphed over the rational art of the Age of
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Reason, Christians were poorly equipped to accept ov andevsinnl @
because of their self-imposed insensitivity,

Rookmaaker, in his hook, attempts to define the relation b
religion and modern art. However there 1s certainiyv rmove to e
the topic. The impasse that the author reaches is evident from e Tailow.
ing paragraph of the book:

Christian art is nothing speeial, 1t is art that is in fine with the Godd

given structures of art, one which has « loving and free view on

reality, one which is good and true. In a woy there is 1o ~poeiealiy

Christian art . .

Whether or not the author has given the delinitive snswer o the
question of the relationship of Christians to modern ar: must be diter
mined by a reading of the entire book. However. the lucid oxplhanation
of the development of modern art coupled with ire many Giusirasions
make this book thoroughly worthwhile to those of us who Hnd ourselves
bhewildered when confronted with modern art in the Torm of abheiraeiien,
cubism. surrealism, abstract expressionizm, and pop and op
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[{[. PastorarL — Pracricar Stunies

CREATE AND CELEBRATE. By Jay C. Rochellie. Fortress Pross. Dhifa-
delphia, 1971. 124 pages. Paper 3$2.95.

Rochelle substitutes “celebrate™ for “worship” with effectiveness. In
order for nieaningful worship 1o occur. a community of love nuust experi-
ence awarness, confrontation, comniitment, celehration, and new awareness
of cach other in a recurring sequence. Set patterns must give wayv o
community needs for self-expression. Within an orderly framework or
meaningful experiences the real presence of Christ can and willi be
experienced. Man is able to “celebrate” when he and his God are realisistic
ally present in worship.

This hrief study will assist the individual who desires to creare new
expressions {modes) of worship but never has felt confident or hold enough
to attempt it. The author presents a realistic view of a nced for innovations
in worship patrerns, a practical approach for implementing ncw expres-
sions, and a variety of tested forms that have served his community well,

The reader will enjoy this study; it’s not another hard secll or
propogandizing program for the ~in thing.” It is a true experience in
sharing another man’s expression of putting Christ meaningfully into
worship.

Willigin P Meyer

SHARING GROUPS IN THE CHURCH. By Rohert €. Leslie. Abingdon
Press, Nashville, 1971, 221 pages. Paper. $2.95.

This book is concerned with the new meaning which people are finding
in their church life via small sharing groups. The author fecls that such
exercises are the best hope for renewal in the church. He discusses study
group and leadership in such groups, Actual cage studies are. as in ngual
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for such o work., presented in detail. The author attempts to ground his
undertaking and coiphasis in the fact that Jesus happened to have a group
of discinies Towing i,

Theotos coov. the book s shatlow and whoelly unacceptable to a
Biblically oovnonoed Christinn, e gquotes Paul Tillieh’s understanding of
the syviabol of the resurrection of aur Lord and seems to agree with Tillich
that the resurpection of Jesus Christ is totally irrelevant to modern man

if 1 oixtaken fDireraliy,
ILosnrrection = o =vinbol of the aflirmation that life Is possible, that
charey can vt that new life can take form.
John FoJolinson
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