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Book Reviews 
I.  BIBLICAL STLI)IE 

THE USFOLDISG DRAJIX OF THE CIBLE. 1 1 ~  l:r,rl~h:trrl J\-. A~dersoi i .  
Association Press. S e w  York, 1971. 12s P n g r ~ .  ~ ' ~ I I s I * .  $1.75. 

T h i s  is really a Study Guide which was prcl)a~.c:d ur i~ i~~~l! ! .  for the 
I952 Religion in Life program a t  I3uckrit.l: I-nil-ersity. l!i i t  l'~.ofessor 
Anderson outlines \\-hat he calls the drama of the Eibic i:l t h r ee  great 
ac t s  : t h e  formation, re-forn~ation,  and t ransfnr~nut  i o n  o f  (;ud's people. 
E a c h  lllajor ac t  interprets n decisive historical tbvcnr  which is v i e w ~ d  as 
a mighty  word/act of Cod. F o r  Anderson thest! a r e  the exodus, the csile 
and liberation, and  the crucifixion and resurrection. S o  el-an,zt.lical scholar 
or  s tuden t  will argue with -Anderson on th is  scfire. Sonic ~ v i l l .  however. 
t a k e  exception to his vie\\- of Genesis, although his cl .~i iphi '~i~ is 011 the 
unders tanding of Genesis 1 i11 t e rms  of "the origin, riiranir?g. a n d  destiny 
of man's  life," reminding t h e  reader that he  ~ t i u ~ t .  be on s l la rd  against 
r e a d i n g  into t h e  biblical nar ra t ive  "the presuppositions o f  o u r  scientific 
age."  T h e  author  views the  ent i re  biblical history a s  :L dranlatic en- 
coun te r  between God arid man,  initiated by God for  n ~ a n ' s  response. While 
t h e  reader will not  agree wi th  everything Anderson writes h e  \viI1 be 
provoked to a fresh study of t h e  issues he disc:nsss. 

.Jqll ? /  1.'. ,//,!I ? l . t , t j t i  

STCDIES I S  PROBLEM T E S T S .  Dy J. Sidlo\v 13axtc-I-. Zondervan Puh- 
l i sh ing  House, Grand Rapids, 1971. 192 pages. l'apcr. $1.9.5. 

A s  the t i t le  suggests, th is  book of exegetical studies is  211 attelilpt to 
s h e d  l ight  on texts of the  Bible which have earned the  dubious distinction 
of caus ing  headaches for interpreters .  The au thor  coitlnients tha t  prohie111 
t e x t s  are a blessing simply because they cause the  render to  s truggle for 
unde r s t and ing  a n d  meaning! Texts  from both Tes ta l~lents  receive rreat- 
m e n t  in  th is  book. On one occasion. the  au thor  lunlgs fou r  p&ssngcs to- 
g e t h e r  (a l l  relat ing to "the sons  of God") and  t i t les  the  c h a l ~ t e r  a quar- 
t e t t e  of problent tests.  In l is t ing certain so-called nrtifirinl explanations 
D r .  R a s t e r  engages in  some mild ~ o l e m i c s .  Onc favorite Ronian Catholic 
in t e rp re t a t ion  he  disnlisses by relnarking t h a t  "we may dis l l~ iss  it with 
a g r i m  smile." Most Christians would agree. Sonle proposed solutions fall 
short of being serious at tempts to wrestle wi th  specific problems; others 
reflect too much denominational (Baptist)  bias. The  typical Reformed 
a n s w e r ,  e x . ,  is given to the rnat ter  of the  lrnpardonable s in .  Matt.  1 2 ~ 3 2 .  
F i f t e e n  problem tes ts  a re  t reated.  Their s t u d y  wiil surely provoke their 
s e r i o u s  investigation by the careful  student. 

.Jol1 ? I .  F. .Jo?t ? I . V O ? l  

THE PEKTATEUCH: ITS  CO?rIPOSITIOS ASD ITS ACTHORSIl IP  XXD 
OTHER BIBLICAL STUDIES. By 31. H. Segal. At t h e  hlagnes Press, 
t h e  Hebrew University, Jerusa lem,  1967. 253 pages. Cloth. 

In this volume the reader will find gathered together art icles of Dr. 



si+gi11. ~:IIII:I.~:.US p~.ofesso~.  of the Bible! in the  Hebrew University in 
J e r ~ ~ s n l ~ ~ r l r ,  that had been  revio ion sly publishqd by h i m  in rarious journals. 
Tile gt.i*;lt~r :)art o f  rhc vo la~ i~ t -  contains the s tudy entitled "The Compo- 
sitiorl of  he 1~c.ntareucli. -4 Fresh Esaniination," a contribution tha t  o r i ~ -  
inal ly nppearctd i n  S~:riptcl lfie1'oso2y1~~ilo?ttr. .TO?. ni i i ;  as  well a s  articles 
t h a t  arc. foulid in .Jcrcish (Lunrtel-ly R c c . i c ~ c  n.s. rols. s lv i ,  slviii ,  li, lv, lvi; 
ill l ' c t  1r.s :l'r'sf!11~: c11 { !mi .  vol. s i i ;  and  ./OM?-rtaE of BibZicctl I,ite,.cit~rre. vol. 
I ss i i .  Thost: in teres t t~d  in Segal's arguiiients and  ~ i e w s  will be grateful 
to have tliese scattc;.red contributions together in one volunic. 

AIucli n ~ a t e r i a l  i l l  this volume is directed against the views of 
Protestant ,  lioliian Catholic and Jewish scholars who have adopted critical 
vie\\-s o!l the 1+11tatc11ch ;lnd T h c  Books of Samuel, views which denigrate 
t h e  rt-liahiliry of' the Old Tesiament as God's Word. The Documentary 
Hy1)otlirsis rccrivcs sl>ecial consideratioll in this  book. I t  is chiefly to 
P r i ) t e s t a ~ ~ ~  I Luthe ran )  scholars tha t  the religious world of today which 
uses thc  I : ihl~ owes the  r)ocurnentary Theory, which Segal clai~lls  "main- 
ta ins  thnt  on1 Pent at euch is the  amalgalnation of parallel and often 
contradictory doeun~en t s  which as a 1.111~ can be  identified by certain 
dist inguishins criteria." This  hypothesis has found wide acceptance in 
religious circles a n d  has  also been adopted in the  last two decades by 
Lutheran  schoIars in  America. The  Sunday School l i terature of the  LCX, 
A1,C and The Lutheran  Church-JIissouri Synod h a s  incorporated i t  in  its 
~ n a t e r i a l s  for studenLs and the i r  teachers. One of the  rolunles of the  new 
JIission and Life  series of the  LC-31s is pronloting this view which once 
was rejecred in  o u r  Synod. Theological students at Lutheran senlinaries 
a r c  being taught  the  Uocunlentary Hypothesis, eyen though th is  theory 
h a s  been n~odified. questioned and aspects of i t  rejected by  critical 
scholars  t he~lisel  ves. 

It  is I)r. Segal 's clair~i  tha t  the  Ilocumentary Hypothesis works ex- 
clusii.ely \\;it11 l)hilological and l i terary tools, and represents a philosophy 
now antiquated. Tiic rich finds of archaeology were ignored by the 
proponerits of t he  Four  Source Documentary Hypothesis. One of the 
fallacicts of tbt. 1)ocurnentarians was that history only begins for them 
wit11 Herodotr~s  and  ignores the  statements of fact contained in  t h e  Penta- 
ter~eli.  

The Uocunieatnry Theory portrays Israel as a noxiiadic a n d  un- 
orga~iized horde who 11ot only acquired their civilization fro111 t h e  Canaan- 
ites hut also r~ iuch  of their  religion. The  l~lonotheist ic  character  of the 
Hebrew religion a-as first developed in the days  of Hosea and  Anios. 
Segal describes the  P e ~ ~ t a t e u c h  according to th is  theory as "a collection 
of late legends niostly representing allegorically later historical events 
a n d  conditions,, the  patr iarchs a n d  Jloses himself a re  shadowy figures 
invented by la ter  generations and projected in to  unknown dis tant  past" 
( 11. r i i , ) .  

Dr. Segal belieyes h e  has  demonstrated t h e  fai lure of t h e  Documentary 
Theory to explain satisfactorily t h e  composition of the  Pentateuch. While 
i t  is llis opinion thnt  Jlosaic authorship cannot be claii~ied for t h e  entiro 
Pentateuch. h e  clainis that  t h e  traditional claim for  Mosaic authorship 

should he the  basis from which the  books of t h e  Torah ought to be 



studied. Many passages and solue longer s e c t i o : ~ ~ .  !I.:: l~cl ievcs .  2r.e later 
additions. But these postJIosaica. are not invcntio::~ I)\- lare-r writers. 
Thus Dr. Segal wrote: 

Usually these additions serve to esglaill 07,  tc, decel(>p vr- to  
suppIeruent the older texts. Their contents :i:.tL not huiv-e\-t.r 
inventions by Iater writers. They are derived fri~111 traditions 
which had grown up in post-JIosaic ages anti xvhich had been 
handed dot\-n orally in assof iatioti wi th  t h r  contents c - ~ i  the  

Jlosaic test ,  (p.  2 3 ) .  

In this volume the author sets forth a eoniplett.:y diff~?rcnt vie\\. on 
the  composition and meaning of the Pentatcuc:h. rht I:oolrs ot Samuel 
and The Song of Songs than that  usually held in 5choinrly c i r c ! ~ ~ .  

Biblical scholars who callnot accept current theories (in isugo~icn1 slid 
theological matters pertaining to the Pentate11r.h arid tht.  Eook5 ot' Sallluel 
will find useful the counter argunie~lts by a colrlprtc..nr f t.l~l.:~i.;i of the  
University of Jerusalem. 

I,'~IIJ!,I f ~ i t ~ i  3'. I (  i .1) 

-- . . - - - - - - 

DO YOU KXDERSTXKD \\-HAT READ? O S  'CSDERSTASDISG 
A S D  ISTERPRETISG THE BIBLE. BJ- H. 31. Icuitert. Trans. by 
Lewis EJ. Srnedes. XVilliaul B. Eerdmans Publishing Co1ilpa11y. (:rand 
Rapids, 1970. 111 Pages. Pager. 81.95. 

H. 31. Kuitert is Professor of Ethics a t  the Free  r~ l ivers i ty  of -411lster- 
dam, and  is the author of The Rer~litv of Frrifh.  also published by Eerd- 
mans. In this book the writer asks the sanie questions as once posed by 
the evangelist Philip to the Ethiopian eunuch. Dr. Kuitert wishes to 
help modern readers in the difficult task of i1lterr)reting the Bible. 

This volume is especiallv intended for  laynlcri, who art: greatlh- 
puzzled by the  Inany changes that  are  taking ~ I a e c  reIative to the  inter- 
pretation of the Bible. The questions taker1 u p  ior  discussion by t h ~  
Dutch professor a r e  today vigorously alive and  a re  causing controversy 
within all the churches, Protestant as well a s  Ronian Catholic. 

Do You. L-nd~rsticnd TI-friit 1-ou ReuilZ was published first in the 
Setherlands,  where more than 30,000 copies were sold in a little less than 
a year. SIany who take theology seriously have been watching Kuitert 
very closely. I n  Inklings. April, 1970, Eerdmans Publishing Conlpany 
claims that  "like Illany others who strike out in uncharted territory, 
Kuitert  is considered by some to  be dangerous; he invites his readers 
t o  ask questions about long-held assumptions, he chaIlenges established 
opinions, he finds himself the  center of controversy. All this  makes him 
something of a theological security risk; i t  also makes llinl interesting." 
The  publishers claim, in their blurb on the  back of the book, that  Kuitert 
i s  not offering a new- doctrine of Holy Scripture. Inspiration, canon, and 
t h e  historical writings a r e  only mentioned incidentaIly as they relate to 
t h e  understanding and interpretation of the Scriptures. 

This book h a s  so fa r  received a mixed reception in Reformed circles 
where it has been read. Thus The  Standard Bearer wrote: "I reconlmend 
this book in a negative way. I recommend it not for the value of its 



Book Ilcrirli~s 
- - - - . -- - . 

227 

teachings. 2:ut T recon~~i iend that  it be read . . . in  order that  those who 
read 111ny l~nders ta i id  what is going on in the  Reformed community. 
Head it ,  and  c.onden!n it." Why this severe judgment? Dr. Kuitert spends 
a nuniht?r of pages i n  supllor-t of h is  contention t h a t  the Bible contains 
e1.ror.s nlid ~ ~ ~ i s t a k c s .  Those inen who arc  engaged in pointing out the  
fallible aspc.cts of  t h e  Ilible itre said by this Ljutch scholar to be co-workers 
\\-ith God I 

It is Iiuitc!rt.'s thesis that  the existence of errors, mistakes, and 
contradicxtions in t h e  Sacred Volume need not disturb the inodern Chris- 
t ian,  1)ecanse the l)ur~oscl  of the Bible is "to make u s  \vise unto salvation" 
( I  T i .  3 :  1 \\'llilr it is t rue tha t  Jesus is t h e  reason for the  Bible 
and that  faith in C1irist is the objective of the  TVord of God, it does not 
follo\v that any  data  which are  not directly of a soteriological nature can 
be chnllengcd by scholars i f  t es t s  and  teaching of the  Bible do not fit in 
wi th  tlieir preconceivetl theories and hypotheses. 

Kuitert. does riot believe tha t  God has  revealed hiillself in propositional 
statenients. and  holds that the  Bible is "riot filled with doctrinal state- 
ments  about God. the  head" (p .  7 ) .  Thus he wrote:  "God gives Himself; 
but does not liiake Himself known in  the forill of propositions tha t  peol~le 
a r e  free ei ther  to aecelJt or to reject. Such a notion is a total misrepre- 
sen ta t io~ i  of what  t h e  Christian Church has always meant by revelationt 
( p .  2 7 ) .  This  i s  a s trango stateiiient! I-Iow can a n y  person take the  Bible 
seriously linIrss he takes its propositional s tatements as they read? When 
J o h n  wrote: "Ciod is love" was he not  making a propositional s ta tement?  
When Luke tells u s  that  Mary was t o  give bir th t o  a child that  was to be 
holy and sinlcss, was Luke not making a 1)ropositional s tatement? Every 
basic Christian doctrine is based upon clear ~,ropositional assertions of 
God's TVord. 

Since the  openinn rhapters of Genesis a r e  not in harmony with 
modern science, so  the author claims, the lrolc of creation set  forth in 
Genesis 1 should not be taught as has been traditionally done. That  
"modern science" could he mistaken is a position the author does not 
allow a s  a ~)ossihi l i ty accounting for the current  differences bet&-een 
the  Biblical test.  a n d  t h e  theories concerning cosn~ ic  and hunian origins. 

Tliere a r e  o the r  opinions expressed in th i s  volurl~e which m a y  inake 
thc  Jjihlt? more palatable to human reason, b u t  many views explicated 
in it conflict wi th  clear teachings of the Scriptures. The  re\-iewer does 
not believe tha t  t hey  square with historic Calvinism's stance on the  Bible. 

ROCK STRATA AXD THE BIBLE RECORD. Edited by Paul  A. Zimmer- 
Illan. Concordia Publishing House, St .  Louis. 1970. 209 pages. Cloth. 
$5.95 

This volurne consists of eleven position essays wri t ten by scientists 
and  theologians who  over s number of years concerned themselves with 
t h e  problem of determining whether the findings of modern science could 

be harlnonized wi th  the  Scriptural accounts of creation. A rnajor concern 



of this group was the question: Iloes the fossii rc.i,tl!-rI ~,ori::ii~? :~l!y illfor- 
mation on creation or evolution? Another majol' to:lic (1c.s;: \\-ith all 
evaluation of t h e  conclusions of rnodern historiel-!l ~co!o,=>- (:~:!c:t,rriin:,. the 
earth's age. The  group also e~idearored  to detel-nii~ic. rhtc lir.c.!-nry gc:nrc 
of the opening chapters of Genesis. 

The following scientists were nlenibers of t h ~  Hock S!-I~!;)I:.-;~L~I~ that 
made a s tudy of t h e  problems so ably discussed ir: tlii:: ! ~ i ) ~ k :  ! :r. Kenni!t.ll 
Currie  of the  Geological Survey of Ottawa, Callacia: 111.. Pal11 Tychsen. 
professor of geologj-, JYisconsin S ta t e  University; 1)r.  1'a111 .-\. Z I I I ~ I I ~ ~ : ~ I I ~ ~ I ~ .  
scientist and president of Concordia Lutliernn (~.5c1iiegc of - ~ : I I :  _Arbor, 
BIichigan; Dr. J o h n  Klotz, professor of biology a t  C'onr:ordi:! Sc~llior Col- 
lege; Professor lirilbert Rush, chairinan of the Sciencv 1)epnrt:lient at  
Concordia Junior  College. Dr. F r e d  Kraliier of C:olicordia 'rhcologicnl 
Seminary, Springfield, Illinois, a n d  Dr. Robert I1 rCus  o f  C'r~r!cordia Semi- 
nary ,  St. Louis, 3Iissouri were t h e  theologiii~is o I i  :htt syrlll,osi~iin in 
addition to Drs. Klotz and Zinimernian wlio rhough sc.it.l~tists : I I . I ,  also 
qualified theologians. 

All members of the Rock Synil)osiuril arc: ~ . r i ) ( ~ r [ c t l  :is :~(.(.rl)tiiig- the 
Bible a s  the  inspired and infallible lYord of God ni~id t h a t  Jt>suu Christ is 
t h e  only Savior of the world. They also rejertec! t h e  itlea t ha t  t h e  Scrip- 
tures  contained myth.  The editor wri tes  in the e1)iIog:it.: 

By God's grace and Spirit  they  were able to operate :ts ~!iodrr.n i3ii.n 
in the  sanle framework of reverence for  re\-ealed t ru th  tha t  has 
always marked the  church. They did I I ~ L  solve all t h e  p~.oble~tis, 
but they were content to believe tha t  beforr  God \vho knows all. 
the t ru ths  of nature and of Holy Scriptul-t. ;ire i l l  sn-eel harrliony 
( 0 . 2 0 2 ) .  

The vo1u11le is divided into f i ~ e  sections. Tlir  essays o f  Section I iay 
t h e  foundations with a discussion of ~ u i d i n g  theologic:~l ~)l.inciplcs nrld 
t h e  assumptions a n d  methodology- of the sciences. Dr. E'reus se ts  forth 
t h e  teachings of the  Lutheran Confessions on the  doctr iue of creation. a 
s t ance  tha t  is based upon the literal interpretatiori of (;enesis 1-3 and 
t h u s  ~ o u l d  rule out  tlie evolutionary theory. 111%. Klotz 11as g i v r ~  iin 

escellellt presentation of the  assurilptions with which t h e  scientist arid 
paeleontologist operate. Klotz's presentation u i i l  be of great use in 
a r r iv ing  a t  a n  understanding of \\-hat is i n v o l ~ e d  in the use of the scierltific 
method as  i t  pertains to historical geology and palneontology. 

Section 11 deals with "time" in the Bible and  in geology. Dr. Kralner 
shows how the  Vssher chronology which dated the  creation a t  4.Oli-t R.C. 
a n d  the FIood a t  2356 R.C. is based on the assuniption tha t  there  are no 
g a p s  in the  genealogies of chapters 5 and 11 of Genesis. The  Spri~igfield 
theologian believes there a r e  gaps which would allow for a longer tiine 
s p a n  between Adam and the  Flood a n d  the FIood a n d  the call of Xbrahani. 
Dr. Currie has given an  exceIlent overview of t h e  \-arious methods em- 
ployed by scientis ts  since the  t ime of Steno and Hooke for estimatitlg the 
a g e  of the earth.  T h e  current  est imate of the  age  of the ear th  accordi~lg 
t o  four  different da t ing  methods is 4.55 billion years. Both geologists of 
t h e  Rock Syml~os inm seen1 to accept the geologic tinie table \vorked out 
by the evolutionary geologists which would rule o u t  a young ear th .  Dr. 
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Kranier  i r i  i l i -  tIiscu$uio11 ~ c a c h e d  the follo~ving conclusion: "Scripture 
does r ~ o t  a;ipc;i:, I i: 1 1 , .  ;t!,ica to acconlillodate the billions of years denlanded 
by ~ l l l i f ~ r ~ ~ i i t : ~ : . i ; ~ : !  s r . i ~ ! ~ t i h ! ~  for t l l ~  age of the earth." 

Scrt io:: 111 ?i\-r,s r he affirnlations of the Scripture on creation. Dr. 
T < ~ ; I I ~ ~ T I .  l-;ts1s i o ~ t  11 ; I I I  i~ l te r~i rera t  i o ~ i  of Creliesis 1 and 2: asserting tha t  in 
thclsi. ~ \ \ . I J  c.hn;~:t~:-s n . 6 .  have cod's rerelati011 axid not lnerelj- myth,  saga 
(31- l~rit,stl!- c n ~ i i l ~ ~ r i o n s .  Ele rejects the idea. that  in the  two first chapters 
of t h e  l 3 i b : c k  u . 6 ,  l~nvt: two contradictory creation accounts, one of the 
cont . lusion~ ot' t l ~ r  1)ocunientary Hypothesis. Xdanl and Eve a r e  true 
historical ytbople. I < r a l ~ ~ e r  further shows 11ow the  opening chapters a re  
accepted I J ~  the S c w  Testament wri ters  a s  factual and  true. 

Sertion I \ -  deals with the geological record. Geologists Currie and 
Tyclisen I,rt,sc.r?r the  c.ur.rent views about the  alleged developnlent of the 
ear th  according ro i.voluriunary historical geology. Dr. Tychsen shows 
in  his  essay l i o iv  SOI!.I~! changes a r e  required about the kind of animals 
that  a re  suy~l)oucd r o  he f o u n d  in the  \-arious s t ra ta .  He shows how the 
neat  claasificntion of  tile palaeontologists does not always stand up be- 
causth of new di~cc~)i-c~ric.s. 

Professor R u s h  h a s  an  excellent chapter on the subject of hunian 
fossils which here~ot 'ore have been used to establish the animal ancestry 
of man. Thc fossil cvidt:ncc shon-s no connection between the apes and 
h o ~ n o  s a p i e n ~ .  

Sert ior~ \' deals with Soah 's  flood. Dr. Kranler believes tha t  the 
Scriptures tt.ach tha t  there occurred a world-wide flood that lasted forty 
days and forty :lights. The purpose of the flood was the destruction of 
man.  \Yhether o r  I I O L  the flood had serious ~eologica l  inll~lications Kramer 
beiieves it is i~tlpossible to say. 

This  \-c)l~~:~r: docs not give a unified presentation on all issues dis- 
cussed. 111 this rcs1)cc.t it differs from the position on creation a n d  geology 
se t  forth il l  TI:(-, ( ; r , ~ c . s i s  Floor1 published h?; JVhitconib and Xorris .  

SE\V TESTX3IEST ISTRODCCTIOS. By Ilonald Guthrie. Inter-Varsity 
Prc,ss. D o \ v n ~ r q  (:rove. Illitiois, 1973. 1.054 pages. Cloth. $11.95. 

Thc \n luc> of Introductions to both Testaments is often determined 
r ~ l n ~ o s t  solely by the criterion of the historical-critical method. Does it 
allow o r  doesn't i t ?  Does i t  espouse it o r  doesn't i t ?  Guthrie's introduction 
to the S c w  Testanlent discusses both the  Synoptic ~ ~ r o b l e n l  and  the 
develo~)~i:ent of form criticism. H e  knows Robinson. Fuchs, Kaese~nann,  
Fuller. Dodd. l u l t m a n n  (o f  course) ,  and the  other  luminaries jn the 
field. After co111n1entin.g that  i t  would be foolish to affirm t h a t  t he  last 
word has heen writ ten about these problems, Professor Guthrie suggests 
n solution wi tho~ l t  forgetting tha t  the problems encountered a r e  f a r  from 
silllplr. X general and classified bibliography a r e  \-ery helpful a n d  thought- 
f u l  additions to  the  book. Perhaps t h e  greatest asset of the  book i s  that  
the author does not t ry  to eliminate problenis or  provide s i~npl is t ic  



answers. -4n Appendix on Epistolary Pseudepigraphy will also i ) r *  ~varml?;  
welcomed by the  careful S e w  Testament student. 

,1071 11 1.. .I 011 ? /  5 0 11 

11. THEOLOGICAL-HISTOI:ICAI. STLI>IES 
THE FLIGHT FROM CREATIOS. By Grrstaf Ti-ingren. X:~c~l)nl .g  Pub- 

lishing House, Minneapolis, 1971. 91 pages. 13nl)er-. $2.50. 

The four chapters  of Wingren's nionograph a r e  unified by tlie first 
article of the  Creed, which according to the au thor  is scllerally llrglected 
i n  modern theology. Jt'ingren at temyts t o  g i r e  n brief survt.?- of the 
developnlent of Ordnungstheologie. which emerged it1 the  1930s. and its 
relationship to t h e  theology of revolution which began to tnk r  shape in 
t h e  1960s. For  h im the basic question reads: I)id anything happen in 
theology tha t  prepared the theological writers to  give n c o n s i d e ~ . ~ d  answer 
t o  the  question of how change or  revolution in society sllould rc~nsonably 
h e  judged from a Christian point of view? (1). 4 0 ) .  He believes that the 
theology of revolution is grounded in the  second nrticie. while i t  really 
ought  to find refuge in the first. The  early Church had  n good basis when. 
in opposition to t h e  Gnostics. it made the  first ar t icle  s tand 011 i t s  own. 
H e  fauIts Kierkegaard and Ear th  for  slighting t h e  first article i n  f a~ .o r  
of Christology. Theology i n  the 1970s, if  we  will heed \Vingrrn's advice, 
m u s t  retreat from t h e  flight fro111 creation. The Ch~r rch  has  n wealth of 
thought about God a s  Creator; tragically, he says ,  those beliefs have 
been neglected. Th i s  is a n  escellent monograph on  ;L very t i i i l~ l ? .  topic. 
accented as  it is by contemyorary concerlis over ecology, etc. 

GOD I S  THE DOCK. Essays on Theology and Ethics. U y  C. S. Leivis. 
Edited by Wal ter  Hooper. Tt'illiam H. Ee rdmans  f'ubiislling C o ~ n ~ ) n n y .  
Grand Rapids, 1970. 346 pages. Cloth. $6.95. 

After reading C. S. Lewis, you altllost wish that. he  had heen n 
Lutheran  instead of an  Anglican, and alive instead of dead. Collected 
h e r e  by h is  Iong t i m e  friend and associate Walter  Hooper art. forty-eight 
essays on a wide variety of topics. This  rer iewer  has  hont.stly t r ied  to 
ref ra in  from being emotional or  'gushy' over books. but with t h e  late 
Anglican lap  theologian all holds a r e  renloved. Lewis is so conservative. 
but  yet so pIeasant about it all. H i s  theology is uniform, but  h i s  style 
a lways  contains a syncopating beat that  catches t h e  reader who dares 
to  fall  in step. H i s  essay "Priestesses in the  Church" (pp. 3 1 - 9 )  should 
h a v e  been read b y  the  Lutheran theologians i n  America before they  pre- 
cipitously allowed for  Lutheran 'pastoresses'. Ilis whole argument  is 
based on the  gif t  of sex. Take  th is  sentence. "The innovators (those 
endorsing ordain ing  wonlen) a r e  really impying t h a t  sex is something 

superficial, i rrelevant  to the spir i tual  life." Heave11 knows how much  the 
Lu the ran  Church has been barraged with an "honest-to-ses" approach 
in the last decade. But Lewis sees the divine image r~iirrored in sexual 



diffcre~~c~r's r!l::l c.al!nor be eradicated. Each essay is a little jewel. Strongly 
re~o11111:(~1ldcd t'or ]);istor6 who like taking their theology in 'pill' form- 
jnst  ' f ) ~ ~ c - a - d a y '  

( 1 1 1 . ~  
- - - -- -- .- 

EIIOSJOS 01.' .\CTJIOHITT Edited bp Clyde L. SIa~ischreck. Xbingdon 
PI.( 5,. S:~,!l\ .~l:t .  1971. 125 pages. Cloth. $3.23. 

The  cdiroi.. :L \\ell known Llelanchthon scholar, has  teamed up with 
three otht2r \\ .rite~.s ro discuss the problem of author i ty  in our day. John 
hIcKt,~izic o f  S o t r ~  L);~nie handles t h e  issue f rom the  side of the Church 
of Rolnc: X1bt~1-t illeagc:, J r . ,  pastor a t  the famous Shrine of the Black 
JIadonnn in Ijerroit.  fronl tllc s ide of Black America;  the editor and Roger 
Sch in~ i  of Y~liori in S e w  Tork handle the problem nlore theoreticallj-. 
Tht. tdiror s;lys of the thret? other  essays that they "probe one of the lilost 
ljrnfoil~ld l~roi)l(>rrls o f  ollr tilileql ~ ~ ~ l f o r t ~ i n a t e l y  not one offers any solution. 
JInl~schrcck gii-rls :L brief but informative historical survey of the ljrogress 
alld dr:cli~irk o f  c,l,jt.<.ii\.~, a t~ thor i ty  t o  snbjectivis~n. 3IcKenzie \-:ants :;renter 
f~.eedo!ii in t11t: Ro:ua11 Church. but despairs of any real changes in  the 
papacy. -1 s i n ~ i l a ~ '  frustrat ion can  be found in "A Black Nan's  View of 
Xutho~'ity." I r i tcg~.a t io~i  is 110 longer the goal. "The dreani of integration 
is tht. 1rlac.k I I ~ ~ I I ~ I ' S  ;i(:ceptant:e of the white man's dedication of his 
inferiority ant1 is a ~ilechanism \vhich perpetuates h is  enslavement." "X 
t)lac'k natio11 withi11 t i  nation must  come into being if we a re  to survive." 
111 this cssap aut11ori t~-  aild power are equated. Sh inn  of Union S e n ~ i n a r y  
see5 no use. for  theological authorities and looks with favor on "the 
proghetic. s ~ ) o k t ~ s n i a n  who announces what God is  doing i n  history ~loiv." 
( I  u-ould sul)pose t h a t  is self-authenticating revelation: Dark  shades of 
orthodosyl)  ,111 four essays a r e  disconlforting, The i r  corlixnon conclusion 
is that  there is no authority. If there is a God (perhaps th is  i s  still  a 
theolo~ical ly viablt. option), then  I \vould imagine that  He would like 
to say s o m e t h i ~ ~ g  about the nlat ter .  But that 's  t h e  big question: Who has 
God's answer? The. L u t h e r a ~ l s  have  always said ' the  Bible.' But then again, 
this  might not be as  esc i t i~ ig  as sonie self-proclainled prophet o r  some 
merchant. of ~)o\vcr.  In  any event. 3Ianschreck's volume has left us in 
mid t ~ i r ,  and one  doubts that  those who stated the  problem so forcibly 
and  persuasively can no\v solve i t .  

d p s  

C X S  JIXS ('ARE l'OK T H E  E A R T H ?  Edited b y  Richard L. Heiss and 
Soel F. J lcInnis .  Abingdon Press.  Sew- York, 19'71. 127 pages. Paper. 
$1.93. 

Ecology is t h e  'in-thing' a n d  is already a favori te  pulpit topic. The 
Christian must  relate man's connection to t h e  world to  t h e  doctrine of 
creat ior~ arid t h e  image of God. These fine topics, however, a r e  not  the 
subjects of th is  hook. The  edi tors  have gathered some of the  gloomiest 
prophecies corlcerning man's ecological doom. A typical example is the 
atomic Plectrical pIant a t  Eas t  Haddam, Connecticut. Supposedly this 



i s  a n  improvement over the older smoke prodncing ! ) l a~~ t s .  111 I lie process, 
however, the water in the Connecticut River is warnled so that  i r  aiicrts 
fish and algae. Solution? A cooling plant. 1Jut  alas, t h e  rooling. \rater 
would send a fog over Long Island Sound. (Thi:: 1 1 1 i ~ l l t  sol~-is i11r con- 
gestion on the Long Island Espressway, sincr m ~ w t  worker':; c:uuldn't 
make  i t  to work. In fact it niight depopulate the islalid and relieve onp 
of the greatest concentrations of ~~opula t ion . )  Each c:l?isodo in t~hc book 
presents a statistically dark picture for man. ( I t  sre111s that n:nli's redclnp- 
t ion is a t  WaIden Pond with David Henry Thorean-who bougtit xupl~lies 
which in turn came from factories which polluted.> Seriotlsiy. the 
Christian is going to have help preparing for the futurr .  If you :ire con- 
fused, this belongs to what Luther called the kingdon1 o f  the left 11and. 
This is not a Gospel matter, frrrtres: Man's sollition r:11111ot be LX retreat 
back to the pristine state of creation. As a race. wr ha1.i: made too ninny 
bends in the road. I n  addition God has placed His an~t .1  rhrr t~ .  

I I ] / . V  
-- - 

T H E  SEW DICTIOSART O F  EXISTESTIALISJI. l3y St El1110 S n u n ~ a n ,  
J r .  Philosophical Library, S e w  York, 1971. Cloth. IGl; pagrs. $10.00 

A number of years ago when confronted with the  tPrni '~sistcntialism',  
I naively proceeded to ask for a definition. I received an answer of ahout 31) 
minutes in length which totally mystified me. In any  event I \\-as probably 
existentially involved, but did not realize it. X hard core dictionary 
definition of anything is heresy to  a good existentialist. Sooner or later. 
someone has to get around to telling the king tha t  his new olotht: =, are 
nonexistent, regardless of his existential cornn~itn~c~rit to the ht1Iipf tha! 
they really do exist. 

As the title suggests. the topics are  laid out In all~hnbt~tizcd form. 
I n  addition persons prominentally associated with the school are  aIso 
included, e.g., Kierkegaard, Sietzsche, Sartre, Tillich are  also included. 
Each  of the topics a re  further subdivided to allow for  a variety of uses 
by  various philosophers. There arth 31 sections under 'Death' alone. Other 
major  topics are 'Existentialism' and 'Freedoni.' Profitable use of this 
dictionary can also be predicted for the  pastor-theologiarl a s  20th century 
theology is riddled through with existentialism. Webster's has niany uses. 
bu t  not in understanding existentialisni. Saunlan's book will shed light 
on a complex issue. 

r l l ~ . ~  

T H E  HUMASSESS OF JOHX CALVIS. By Richard Stauffer. Translated 
by George Schrinver. Abingdon Press, Sashville. 1971. 96 gages. Paper. 
$1.95. 

Richard Stal~ffer is one of the world's great Calvin scholars. This 
s l ight  volume is adniittedly a defense of the personality of the Geneva 
Reformer. The Inore robust Luther has  always enjoyed a xuore favorable 

press than the more fastidious Calvin even among his enemies. It is no 
wonder tha t  Calvin and MeIanchthon recognized in  each other a kindred 



Uook R c v i e ~ ~ s  
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spi r i t .  f'cio~. i ' ; , l \ . i ~ i  is saddled with the burning of Servetus, even though 
he s u , q ~ t ~ s t c t l  :I 11101.4: i1lliiialie form of execution. In order to rescue Calvin, 
StaoEcl- I)aluts thrtct sides of Calvin's life: husband and father;  friend; 
and  pastor .  Th t .  style is popular. but. ivith u scholar of such high calibre 
writing. tht. rt.;tdel* gets the double benefit of inforniative footnotes, which 
a r e  j u s t  ~ L S  1-~'\v;irdillx as the  mannscript proper. The  glimpse into the 
(~11111.~11 I I ~ ~ I I ~ I ' I I ~ I J ~ ~ ~ . C !  o f  the day from Calvin's personal correspondence 
is  a n  i.st1.a bcnefi:. A s  a Lutheran,  I cannot but include one of Stauffer's 
olrse~.vatic~ns. After Luiher's death. Calvin had to wri te  to Xelanchthon 
not  to ~ i i a k [ ~  dnrigcrous concessions. The point of reference is not gi\-en, 
but. \re L ~ t h r r : t n s  nlight be in Calvin's debt a n y  way. Uy comparison to 
Luther.  Calvin  night always suffer. The Wittenberg Reformer bubbled 
over in e\.t,ry direction like a torrent. Sti!l t he  Geneva Reformer i s  worthy 
of our rt,spec.r. T1v has been accused of all sorts  of theological s ins  from 
which L l ~ r  ti(,! has  l>ccn spnr6.d. Stauffrr has beg1111 to unburden him. 

31-ISUhL FOR GHOCP PRE3IARITAL COUSSELIKG. By Lyle 13. 
(;angsel. Xssociation Press, S e w  York. 1971. 251 pages. Cloth. $6.95 

This uliique text is designed to help couples esanline some of the 
onderlying values o f  111arriage in a group counseling setting. I t  attempts 
to encourage coiiyl1c.r: thoughtfully and honestly to work at their  philosophy 
of :liar-riagt.. 

A % ~ n n n s  the  subjects discussed are the meaning of marriage, t he  place 
of sex in ~ l l a r r i age .  sex before nlarriage, changing role pat terns for 
husband and wife. being a responsible parent, fai th within t h e  family, 
and th r  uroblenl o f  lnoney. 

Each chapter  contains a wide spectrum of opinions on the  subject 
o f  the chapter ,  a synthesis of the  various viewpoints. and questions to 
st imulate discussion. 

Among t h e  authors from whoill Gangsei quotes are people l ike Paul  
Landis. Evelyn Duvall, Hellnut Thielicke, David Mace, Theodor Reik. 
Ernest Burgess,  Albert Elils, Otto Piper, Hugh  Hefner, and  Kar l  Barth. 
X book l ike  th is  should not be lightly dismissed. I t  is not a cook book 

with ready-made recipes for a happy marriage. I t  is a book t h a t  forces 
one to evaluate conflicting opinions in the  light of his Christian faith. 
JIature Christ ians ought t o  be doing this before marriage rather  than  after. 

H e n r y  J .  Eygold 

FOR AD'LTS OSLY.  R y  L a r s  I. Granberg. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids.  1971. 96 pages. Paper. 

In this brief volume the  author at tempts to bring to t h e  issues of 
nlarriage and fanlily life the  healing perspective of the Bible. 

Among the assaults on the stability of marriages, the author  l is ts  
llloral relat ivism, the wonien's liberation movement, surgically induced 



abortions, teen age nlarringes, displaced persous in ci!it7 i t~dlistrialized 
society, and  the  escape clause mentality brouglit i n t o  i:iai,ri:tgi! by those 
who assume tha t  they can secure a divorcc: i f  tiiik ninl.rin.ct: doesn't  work 

out  well. 
Because of these very assaults on ~na r r i z~go ,  iilrr ;tutl:or argues that  

marriage is for  adults only, for people who \\.ere iilaturc t~nou:Il t o  under- 
s t a ~ i d  themselves first before seeking to understand n spuiisc..  

The author  \-iews sex in rriarriagc a s  a n  esl)ressjoii of (!!/trl,e love 
which gives itself for  the other. Sex, he  says, is fragile. I t  s i iat ters  when 
i t  beconles a th ing  of itself. "The intent behind the bjblical call to pre. 
marital and post-marital chastity, then, is L O  keep sex fr~.)ni b e c o ~ ~ ~ i n ~  
destructively self-centered and self-indulgent" I y. 19 ). 

Discussing the  roles of husband and wife, Granberg says that  the 
husband i s  not  only the breadwinner hut also t h e  one who sets the 
emotional tone for the family. Jn the language> o f   nus sic. the! husband 
carries the melody while the wife provides thc  ha~.kilony. 

Pregnancy and  potential parenthood can ha\<. a s h n t ( t ~ r i 1 1 ~  ~ f f c c t  on 
the  nlarriage. T h e  llusband may  feel neglected. axid thi: wife znny feel 
t ha t  she is required to love and love sonie more,  receiving l i t t le  i n  return. 

Christian homes often fail because llarents a re  iluick to  express 
disapproval and slow to express love. "Learning to give when we'd rather 
receive, f o r g i ~ e  when we'd ra ther  nurse ;i grudgt.. a n d  l o ~ e  when we'd 
ra ther  be loved moves us toward Christian ma tu r i ty ,  and in such a family 
atmosphere, your Christian home will not fail" ( g .  S4). 

A good book for  the church library. 
lif71t).?! -1. J;!l!/f,lrl 

M Y  WIFE MADE ME X POLYGABIIST. By IValter Trobisch. I~~ te r -1 -a r s i ty  
Press, Downers Grove, Ill.. 1971. Paper. 53 gages. 9,ic. 

T h e  author  has  been a Lutheran (German)  rilissioriary in Liberia. 
Africa. H e  i s  concerned to show sorile of the  difficulties i n ~ o l v e d  in try- 
ing  to  solve t h e  polygarxly problerll besetting indir iduals  in  the  rrlission 
churches. Without  justifying the  practice in  a n y  way Trobisch t~splains 
wha t  intr icate social and econolriic factors often interpenetrate and  over- 
lay the  theological and ethical implications. Basic.ally h e  is interested 
i n  raising t h e  question whether polygatny by itself. when already esisting 
i n  given instances, in other words prior to the  bond with Christ  in faith, 
i s  always sufficient and adequate grounds for  ba r r ing  a man  fro111 church 
membership a n d  the Conlr~iunion table. (Our  missionaries have con- 
sis tently worked for  an  end to the  polygan~ous practices before admission 
in to  the  church.) There rnay be a t tenuat ing  circumstances, Trobisch 
feels, as in t h e  case of Omodo, fo r  example, a native African with three 
wives. He h a d  taken a second wife part ly a t  t h e  first's request ,  or  a t  
least  consent, s ince  she  needed help in  the  house  and the  field. Trobisch 
is critical of t h e  whole pa t te rn  by which t h e  African husband reduces 
his wife to v i r tua l  slavery by  loading her  wi th  almost  al l  t h e  field chores 
connected wi th  t h e  production of food in addition to her household 
responsibilities wi th  children a n d  kitchen. The second wife, thus ,  i n  part 
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at Icnst \\.as at1 rrrrangenlent brought on by African life-style, which 
allo\vrti the 1iasl~:tnd to rontinue in his socially acceptable indolence a s  
htrad of thc h~)n ic .  The third wife came as  the result of a kind of "levirate 
nlarriage." itit-olving the blind widow of the husband's deceased brother, 
thus  all act  o f  chari table concern for one \vho \vould otherwise face want 
and  st;irvation w i t h  11~r  children. Trobisch points to the obvious, namely, 
that  \vt>rt> 0:iiotlo t a  p u t  away these extra wives abruptly, in  order t o  
i)cconle all acccptrd conln~unicant in the church, very serious problems 
and  sl~ffthring ~ i i i g h t  res~tI t  for nlellihers of his "fanlily." Trobisch refers 
to tht! yolyganious practices of soliic of the  Old Testalllent patriarchs, not 
in order to just ify polygalny, but  met'cly to highlight how persisting the 
1)rohlern has been. "The Old Testament," he  s ta tes  unequivocally, "does 
not t i n ,  of point ing out the nclgative aspects of golyga~ny" and  "leaves 
no doubt :1hout Ciad's will." (pp .  19 & 2 1 ) .  AIoreover, he obesrves that  "the 
silc~nct~ of the  Sew Testa~nent  :tbout l~olys.amy is coml)lete," a n  indication 
of how Sully ~not~trgalny had conle back into acceptance a s  the  God- 
established a n d  intended order. The S e w  Testament, of course, does not 
i~iinitiiize how dt.cp1y other sexual aberrations-adultery, fornication, and 
the like-havc c-ontinned to plague sinful mankind. Trobisch's main 
(:011cer11, t1lertfo1.t~. sr'eills to hc to raise the question of whether in  special 
cases, l ike those encour~rrtyd on the mission fields, i t  might he necessary 
for  a \vliilc s i ~ u p l y  to let tinir pass during which Christian preaching and 
counselirig can work a n  end to  the golyganlous practices and a genuinely 
Christiail ethic ill :tl:~rital relations be effected. The Cliristian church 
has  a colltinuing I);ctrle, whether fighting the polygamy of tribes in Africa 
: ~ n d  in tlir sou th  Pacific, or t h e  "sex nlorass" in t h e  so-called Christian west. 
Trohisch c*ontcnds. I t  \\-onld be difficult to contest this observation, of 
c.oursrl, a?: well as Trobisch's concludirlg thought that  nothing lifts and 
t.difics all  of life, also sexual life and relations, more powerfully and 
~neaningfully,  t h a n  the (~iospel of God's forgiveness of sins in Christ, and 
the fact that  t he re  is no subst i tute for life lived in Christ Jesus. How- 
ever, one niay rightly doubt tha t  he  has eshausted all the possibilities 
for  resolvilig difficulties in  the  lives of newly won Christians who are 
caugllt in the web of n ~ a r i t a l  triangles or  quadrangles. 

E .  F.  Kl1tg 

17RIESI)S I S  T H E  USDERGROUSD CHURCH. By John H. Baurngaert- 
ner. Xugsburg Publishing House, JIinneapolis. 1971. 121 pages. Paper. 
$2.75. 

This  is ,z series of Lenten and Easter  sermons on the  second genera- 
tion disciples of Jesus introduced b y  St .  Paul  in the closing chapter of 
his letter t o  t h e  Ronians. 

The  t i t le  is apt for those little-known heroes of faith i n  a n  age of 
1)ersecution. 

T h e  style of the au thor  is simple, clear, direct, and pastoral. One 
feels the  author ' s  concept of the  church as t h e  family of Christ ,  where 

Deo~le hare a concern for one another and  for  the larger society of which 



they are a part, and  n-here Christ is Lord of all. 
- .  The adaptation of the  :rst to  the Len?(:!: ,ir:c! i..;; -1:  :. : i:.-:::;,h is 

generaIIy good. 
However, as one might expect. the author I1:riS; ::: -:!i!: - - - . , ; i r :  u:?de:- 

t h e  liability of having too lictIe text ~na te r i a l  to  xvii!-l; \'i:ii ;.'- iir-{:xi T O  

write a ta-entv minute ser!l;an on a rest that r i ~ i s  : ! i t  ; : i t  - - . - * ,  . ,;,-I: ::::LE 

material for only tTo minutes. 
fi: ., ! ;/ ,;. j;;/;:r.,;$i 
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CHRISTIANITY XSD C03IPXRhTKVE RELIGIOS. Cy .i. S. !I.  -A:i~!~:r.scin. 

Inter-X7arsit~ Press, Do\~.ners Grove, Illinois. Ilr;l! I?!; !);:-;.z. l 'a jwr.  

$1.95. 

The author is professor crl Oriental Laws ; ~ n d  di!,ccio: o f  ti;,: f ~ ~ . - t i i x t r  
of Advanced Legal Studies in  tile L-niversity nP Lilr~do:~. Xi5 'rjil)! i- 
ography is estensive and up-to-date. In t h e  enrouxiti.: \\-i?h orl:c.~. r;.ligirillr; 

Dr. Anderson is interested ill preserving the Christi:ttl su1)~;;i~:ci. froin 
the erosion apparent in  the inter-religious dialog of our  t i ~ i c . .  

In the introduction the author discusses "con?:~~!r;~:ive religion. syn-  
cretism, znysticism, dialogue" as they are practiced ioday. This is Sol- 
Iolved by four excellent chapters entitled "A UXIQCE PROCL.%SIXTIOS?" 
"A USfQUE SAL'C'XTIOS?" "A CSIQUE DISCLOSURE?" " S O  OTHER 
SAME?" I n  each chapter the uniqueness of Christ inn i ty  is s tuut iy  de- 
fended. The author sho\\--~ that syricretisnl is not new. "Enlpl-ror Xles- 
ander  Severus had in his private chapel not onIy t he  statues of t h e  deified 
emperors, but  also those of the miracle worker -4ppolonirrs of T p n a .  of 
Christ, of Abraham and of Orpheus." I t  burst forth anew in Houseau  and 
Goethe. Modern representatives are  I\-. E. Hocking and ArxloId Toyr~hee.  

The need to write against syncretistic dialog has heen felt by rilen 
l ike  Hendrik Kraemer, Visser Hooft, and D. T. Si lcs .  men thoroughly 
familiar with the tendencies in the World Council of Churches. This 
need has not diminished. and \ve a r e  grateful for , l n d ~ r s o ~ i ' s  infornintion- 
packed booklet. 

O t t o  J'. ,%tcrIi {kt' 
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