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Editorial 
7'0 tlzc Ijrethrell of thc Church: 

H.4VE I T S T  had thc pIeasarlt and stimulating experience of 1 r i s i t i ~ ; ~  four of our district conventions. I always cnjoy this, 
bccausc 1 mect a great number of friends, seminary alumni, alert 
Inymcn. and a gc~lcral cross section of our great Church. I use 
thc tern1 "great" in speaking of our church, because we do have 
more \.it;tlit\, Illore eslwit de corl).q than any cl.~urch body I kno\v of. 
It is 3 tllrilling sight to see hundreds of laymen giving u p  three or 
four days of their time, sacrificing their financial resources, to come 
to a c.11urc.h con\pention and talk about the affairs OF God's Kingdom. 
It is c q ~ ~ d l y  plcasant to see our pastors and teachers giving of thcm- 
scl\.cs and their tnlcnts in the sopport of God's work. 

At a11 of these mcetings I havc had the pleasure of reporting 
both to t l ~ c  con~~ention and to our almuni about the progress of 
your scminarv at Springfield. I ~vould like to share some of these 
things with iou, because \\;e havc been having some very exciting 
things going on here in recent wccks. 

I'erhaps thc most important thing that has happened on our 
Cilnll>us in Inan)- a \:car is the final visit of the accreditation team 
of thc rlmerican As'sociatior~ of Theological Schools. If this team 
gi1.c~ 3 f;n.ornblc report (and wc pra!. God that they will) we will 
bc cligiblc for full accrcditation with the AATS at the time of the 
Tunc. mc'cting of this organization in St, Louis. This \\.ill constitute 
one of tho grcntcst brcak throughs in the history of our seminars, 
ancl \\.ill t)ring us into thc family of great theological seminaries in 
i'cmcrica. This has been a long time in coming, and i t  is something 
for trhicll our facult!., particularly Dcan Lorman Pctcrsen, deserves 
tr-cnlcnclous credit. ,Jccrcditntion will mean that our faculty \\:ill 
bc cli:iblc for special grants, our library will hc elicible for special 
financial support, our students will be acceptccl \v~thout question 
into the major graduate schools throughout the I\-orld. For all of 
this and for many more reasons we are most anxious to receive full 
accrcditation. 

Conconlitantly with this we are happy to report that 9 5 %  of 
our projected 1968-69 class possess the bachelor's degree from an 
accrediteci college. 1 am happy to report in this connection also 
that the enrollment projections look very promising at this time. 

I an1 also very happy to report that the long-a~vaited re~llodeling 
of Van Horn Mall is beginning. This will add a great deal to our 
facility in the way of rooms for student activitjes, guest rooms, 
faculty offices, seminar rooms, and other facilities which are very 
nluch needed. M'e are also hopeftil of starting on our administration 
building during the calendar year of 1968. Money has been ap- 
propriated for both the administration building and Van Horn out 
of l?benezer funds. Thanks to all of you for vour contributions. 



In the area of faculty and curr ic~lIurl~ clc\clol)rllcnt, I\.(.: now 
ha\:e on our campus a professor in thc field of cli11ic:li j):!stor;lI 
education, thus enabling. e\-cw s t i~dcn t  to have 1 i ~ l l ( I  011- 

going instruction in this ~ r n ~ o ~ t a n t  area of pastoral \\ork. \Ii(' :\Is(.) 
arc in the process of revalnping our cntirc field i . t l ~ i c , : ! t i o ~ ~  J ~ I - O : I . ; I I I ~ .  

whereby students will receive a much 1,roadcr ciluc;~tior~. nncl olic 
which is much rnorc closelv and c:~rcfulI\. intcgr;~ted :t it11 rhc ~ \ - o r k  
of the Practical ~ q a r t m e n t .  \\'c hope to I1a\.c ficltl cc l l~~ i l t i (~n  ;IS ;I 

laboratory scctiorl of our courses in  practical theolog\.. \\'c i~lm arc. 
nioving in the direction of a complctcl\ revised c~rrr icir lu~n.  11.11c1.cI)). 
we hope to ha\!c all of thc required c6urses co\:crcd by thc til:ic ille 
student starts on vicarage, thus allo\\.ing him to bc t~ct tcr  p~-c-.i?;rr.ecl 
for vicarage and also alloiving tllc fourth \.car to I)c used for a yi-eat 
dcal more indcpcndcnt research, c~lccti\.cs, sc l~~inars .  ;lnrl ot1:c.r t \ l i cs  
of work which \\:ill be nlorc s t in~ i r ln t in~  and Ic\s confirlirlg i ( i r  t11c 
students. \\'e also hope to increase our ott'crings in t l l c  ; I ~ C ; I  of 
church and society, inncr-city, the r t~rnl  ~ n i r ~ i s t r \ .  111c ~ , ; I I I ! ~ L I \  

ministry, and other :Ireas which arc. I>ccor~ling incrc.as'inglj. jrnl)or.t;~nt 
as our socict!. bcconlcs rnorc specinli/ctl. \I 'c 11opc i~lso tllat :!I1 ot' 
this work can be conducted in a situation in \vhicl~ thc' stu(lc.l~t 
actual laboratory cspcricncc in inner-tit\. \\.ark. r ~ r r ; ~ l  \\;oi.l\. t l ~ c  
campus. ant1 so -fortll. Thc  State of lllinois is cst;il)lisl~ing a scsrlior 
collcgc ant1 a gradu;rtc school i n  our !air tit!.. :~ncl \r-c. l)clic\c that 
this \\ill add trcnlcndoiislv to tllc j~rogranl \vhjcll 1i.c i~r-1)  ;~l>le to 
offer our students. 

\\;e arc estrcmel\. hopcful that our ion? ;r\\aitc:cl cll:~l>cl c;111 
finall!. gct to thc dm\\-ing boards. \lie hope to conlplctc tllcb cl1;1~x~I 
drivc, ant\ hnvc the amount of S595,000 on hnntl so t h ; ~ t  constri~c-- 
tion can begin in the \xx-v near flrturc. 

\ o u r  scrninarj. is intc~.cbstctl in tlli.olog\. ;~n t l  tllc \pi~-ittr;~f life 
;111(1 1l1inist1.y of her- s t i~(Ic~lts .  I\ c I l i ~ \ c .  1)c.e11 co!15is1i~rlrl\~ (ic\~sl(op- 
ing oirr filci~It\-, strcr~gthcning i t  in tllc choii~c of' '1nc.l I ) \  the ;~clcl i t io~~ 
of C ' ~ I I S C C ~ ; I ~ C C ~  ancl cor11l)ctcnt Illen, \tol.I;ing c l i l i q c . ~ ~ ~ l \  to yi \e  !hc 
s tu( lc .~~ts  ;I Octrcr cclircatiorl to ~>rcl~i irc~ thc.111 to I ) c b  3 o ~ r 1 l t l :  I ) i l ) l i ~  ; ) I .  
corl fcsSi(~rl~l1 IJ~~1Il~riI1l 111 I I I I S ~ C ~ S  111 tllc \\.01.1(1 of c h ; ~ l l ~ c ~ .  c!c.c,il\ . ; ! l l ( j  

I-c\.oltrtion. \ \c% ;I[-e rllorc coil\ ir~cclel t l1;ln cs\-el- t1l;lt 1101 o r ~ l \  i \  t l lc.  

C;ospc>l tllc ~ ) i r r - c ~ >  of ,111 of O C I I -  >tr .c~~gtll .  ~ L I I  i1 i5 O L I U  O I I I \  lli>Il) :111cl 

onl! \ \  c ; ~ j > o ~ .  '17hc Chirrcl~ face3 tr!in!: tirnits. I l ~ r t  t l l c ,  ('1111 I-C.II .llio 
fi~ces rrcn~entlous c l ~ : ~ l l c r ~ g ~ s  ancl t r c ~ ~ ~ c . n e l o ~ ~ s  o l > l ~ o r t ~ ~ r ~ ~ t i c s .  \c\.ci- 
h;r\c thc hearts of nlcn I~ccn so i r ~  ncctl 01' t l ~ c .  Gosj>cl. . ~ n t l  \ \ c  .11-c 
e \ t r c~nc I \  hoj,ct'irl hcrc in Sl>~.ingfic.ltl t l1i1t \ l e t  c;111 contin~rc. to t 11 1-11 

out Inibll \c.irr at'tcr \.car \ tho  ~rn(lc.r3t;11ltl tllc \\orltl irlto 1\.11tc11 t l ~ c , )  
i l l l '  g ~ l l l g  i l l l t l  I l i l \ i b  ;I tit-111 gri151) O f  tllc 111c'~S:lg~~ \\Ilic!l tIlc\ ;!I.(.' ti) 
~ ~ r o c l a i r l ~ .  Tllcbsc arc g!-c.ilt (Ii~\.s for t l ~ c  c.11 ~rn.11 ;11111 t Ilc\ i1r.c xrci\t 
ilir\.s for \.otrl- scll~inill-\ . 

I ~ v a n t  to take this opportunit) to thank :ill of you for wllat ou 
h a \ c  clone for us: and to 1x9 of yo11 to continlre to rcmcnll~cr us 
in !oil]- I".il!.CrS. \\.it11 \.oirr gifts and \\.it11 !.our L ouny 111~11. \ \  i> i~rt: 
llere to scrvc \ou  ant1 'we will ilpprccintc nnv l l i l l ~  t ] ~ ;~ t  v o ~ j  c,\n gjvr 



Editorial 5 

us in ;~chie\:ing r l  greater position of service that \t7e may prepare 
mcn for ministr\  in thC last third of the 20th Century. 

1 .  A .  0. Preus 

C:eorgc I)ull~k 11 903-1 968): A Tribute 

OllPOSIXG a piece in memory of a departed friend always C cnrrics u i t h  it thc sobcring rrmindcr that, prior to our Lord's 
return, all flesh is grass and that our life is indeed a mist that ap- 
pears for little while and then vanishes. 

Dr. George Dol;lk \vas a humble dedicated pastor, teacher, 
author, editor, scholar, husband, father and friend. Only the Lord 
knons precisel!. his many acts of Christian kindness to individuals 
both insiclc and outside of the parishes and institutions of learning 
pririleg:d to hare  had him in their midst. 

This ~vri ter  cannot help but recall that some thirteen years ago 
in St. Louis this Christian father and brother had patiently instruct- 
cd him in thc stud\. of t11c Slo\.nk language without which he would 
h a w  been unable 'to minister to many of God's people in Eastern 
Canada. 

For morc than t\\.enty-three years, Dr. Dolak rendered a special 
se r~ icc  of 1ol.c to hundreds of Slovak-speaking Lutheran fanlilies 
tvho eagcrl!. looked forward to cach new. issue of the SVEDOK 
(\\'itness), a periodical of the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches. S o t  a natil-c-born Slovak, Dr. DoIak skilIfully carried 
out his editorial duties and was personally responsible for instructing 
dozcns oF SFLC' pastors with a colnpctrnce that was due in part to 
his dccp personal study of Slavonic languages at Columbia Univer- 
sity \\.hicli awarded hiin oile of several earned degrees. 

Fe\v men h a w  had the rare privilege of serving as a teacher at 
both of our seminaries (twice at Springfield, from I927  to 1928 
and again from 1960  to 1968  and at St. Louis from 1945  to 1956)  
;IS \vcll as at ti1.o of our s!.nod's junior collcgcs (Cono~er ,  North 
Carolina and Fort \\'a!.nc., Indiana). During his forty-one year 
niinistrv he scr\.c.tl as pastor of congregations in North Carolina. 
Ohio. hfissouri. and Pennsylvania. His doctoral dissertation, A 
His tor!  of tlrc Slorcrk Erarzgelicnl Lnthera~z Clzztrcll it1 the United 
Stntes o f  America, 1902-1  927, \\-as published by Concordia Pub- 
lishing House in 1955. Follo\~ing his return to Springfield in 
11.)60. 11e scrvctl as i\cw Testaincnt professor of Greek, Principles 
of Biblical Interpretation, Luke, Galatians, and I Peter and was at 
the tinie of his death chairinan of the exegetical department. 

His last chiipcl addrcss on February 7, 1965 ,  based on blatthew 
6 :  23-27, il text which he "really enjoyed working through" (to use 
his own words spoken in a private conversation a few days before 
this ser\,icc), is particularly indicative of his realism and practical 
Christiiln faith: 

"The disciples of Jesus should not have been afraid during 



the tempest. Even if our Lord had contiriued sleeping in 
the boat or even if Hc had not been with tliern at all, t l l c ~  
should not have been afraid." 

And then Prof. Dolak added, almost prophetically, 

"Ant1 I\-e ma! carr! this thougllt one stcp f i ~ r t l l ~ r ,  c.1c.n i f '  thc 
disciples had died in the tempest, the!. should ncrcr 1ir11.c 
been afraid for Christ \vas still their 1-ord!" 

There was a certain indescribable bcauty in the simple, ordered 
life of George Dolak. Here ivas a man \\.ho delighted in reflecting 
over such common occurrericcs as tlie regular morning visit of tlic 
family cat which jumped on his lap to be stroketl for n fc\v nioiiicnts 
at 8 :50 a.m. in his parsonage study in Braddock, I'cl~nsylvani;l. 
Or, again, he ivould chuckle \\.it11 good-natured amusement at a 
more recent recollection of how, b! careful process of c~liminatiori, 
he had helped our family in arriving at the Slovak name "Buntla" 
(furry coat) for our long-haired mongrel dog-this too charactcri~ed 
our departcd colleague. 

Dr. Dolak's students, ho~~.ever,  will contin~ic to remcn~b~l -  him 
for far niorc important reasons as the follo\ving unsolicitctl coni- 
nicnts indicate: 

"Dr. Dolak had a very strong coniniitnicnt to the Scriptures 
as the inspired \!'ortl of God . . . H c  represented an ideal for 
which we should stri\,c: to place ourselrcs under the autlior- 
itv of God's \\'ord." 
" ~ e  has taught me . . . not to be satisfied rritll a sul~crlicisl 
understanding of thc test." 
"hly faith has been strengthened through this class" (Luke). 
Dr. Dolak awakened within me an interest for the study of 
Greek . . . my attitude toward this subject has c1i;lngcd com- 
pletely." 
"He was a true pastor to his class." 
"Dr. Dolak ivas huniblc c~iougli to sa! ' I  tlo not Lnon' tlic 
few times that he  didn't." 
"He was never beyond considering an idea hc  ~villingl!~ 
admitted he had not thought of before." 

There itrere many other comments, spoken as \\ell as ii.ritten, 
regarding specific hernicneutical principles, the importance of the 
"analogy of faith" for Lutheran exegesis, and Dr. Dolak's patience in 
listening to all sides of an issue before turning again to Scripture 
for the possible answer. But perhaps all can be best summarized 
in the words of yet another student: 

"Our teacher shares the joy of Simeon. f ind at tlie risk of 
sounding sentimental, I must share that at Prof. Dolak's funeral I 
felt mighty proud because he was my teacher. His death has been 
tlie most beautiful, clear, lucitl. straightt'orii~ard lecture of tlic course" 
(Luke). 

Kenneth hl. Ballas 


