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HOMILETICAL STUDIES 
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

MARK 13:33-37 
Jesus told this parable of the porter or doorkeeper, recorded only· by 

Mark, on the Tuesday of Holy Week (Mk 14:1). In the preceding verses 
(Mk 14:3-31) he foretells the destruction of Jerusalem and also His own 
coming in glory on the last day. When Jesus says that no one but the 
Father knows that day or that hour (v 32), He is speaking from the point 
of view of His humiliation. The fulness of the Godhead dwelt in Him bodily 
( Col 1: 19). His work as God's servant set up a limitation, however, in the 
use of His divine attributes, including His omniscience. The connection 
between v 32 and the text: if even the Son knows not the hour for the 
end of the world, still less His disciples; therefore they are to watch. Men 
need to be alert and eagerly ready for the final coming of the Lord. 

"Take heed" (RSV) in v 33, "see to it," is repeated for the fourth 
time in this chapter (vs 5, 9, 23). The next imperative stresses the need 
for alertness still more strongly: "watch, be sleepless, be wakeful." In v 34 
the circumstances are specified under which the command to the porter is 
given. Each servant has his appropriate task; the porter's is to watch. 
The watching becomes the business of one, the porter. This watching is 
the main point of the parable. Note the present imperative at the beginning 
of v. 35: the watching is to be continuous. The four watches of the night 
are named-evening, midnight, cockcrow, and dawn-perhaps to illustrate 
that Christ will come at an hour when He is least expected. A doorkeeper 
would be inclined to sleep at night. The final present imperative (v 37) in 
climactic fashion ties the whole parable together. Christ is speaking not 
only to the four disciples (Mk 13:3) but to all of us: "Be on the watch. 
Stay awake until the Lord comes." 

Christians today, perhaps even more than the disciples, are inclined 
to cease watching for Jesus' final coming. Almost two thousand years have 
elapsed since Christ spoke the words of our text. It is easy to think that 
Christ will delay His coming for a long time. His words come to us from 
so long ago and far away. But the Master has come once already, in the 
flesh, and 1-Ie will come again, in glory. We must be constantly ready lest 
that day come upon us unexpectedly and we are caught asleep. 

Since, for all practical purposes, our death is the coming of the Son 
of Man to us individually, we must recognize that any day may be our 
last on earth and that this very night our soul may be required. Life is 
short, the final day is not far off. Christ wants us to live as though 1-Ie 
had gone from us only a short time and will come to us again soon. The 
exact time of His return is not told us so that we would not display any 
millenial fanaticism and so that we would not wait until the last minute 
to get ourselves ready. We are to live every day with a sense of the nearness 
of our Lord's return. 

1'he Outline. Often it is difficult to stay awake when driving at night. 
More diflicult is to stay awake spiritually. Sleepiness is evident in spas­ 
modic use of means of grace, sluggish praying, lack of trust in God, lack 
of concern for others. Yet we are all porters, doorkeepers to whom Christ 
says, "Watch!" It is necessary that we KEEP AWAKE. 



I. Because t h e  Lord  is coming again. 

A. The Lord  has removed H i s  physical 1)resence fro111 us  only for  2. 
while ( v  34n). 

I.. Because Jesus i s  not  with us physically, we can easi ly forget 
about  Him altogether. We ac t  as if l i fe  had no  u l t imate  mean- 
ing or goal. Yet everything is pointing to the  final redemution 
on t:he last day. 

2. I n  a world where so much i s  happening and where the  pres- 
s c re s  of life increase, we do well to remenlber the temporality 
of t he  present; existence. 

13. T h e  Lord will colile a t  a n y  time ( v  35) .  

1. At ia. t ime when we least expect I-Iinl. 

2. 1)isl.rncted by lrlany other  nlasters-teleyhones, work schedules, 
social engagements. T h e  flip cards in  television studio showing 
the number of seconds left can be distract ing to  the  inexperi- 
enced sl)eo.kcr. In life, ma.ny fl ip cards force themselves upon 
our senses and  distract  us from watching for  Christ's second 
colning. We must; keep awake lest t ha t  day come upon us  like a 
sna re  ( L k  21: 3 4 ) .  

! 11. Ilecnusc: keeping xtvake is our  job as Christ 's servants. 

A. If wc do not  stay awake, we will suffer t h e  consequences (v  3G). 
1. If we fall nsleel), lose our faith, then we shall find "the door 

shu t . "  ant1 the Lord will say. ''I do riot know you"((Mt. 25:l.O. 
12). 

2. We need such warning,  too. 

13. Tlie Lord who c:olnmands 11s to keel) awake enables us to do  so. 

:I .  Ry forgiving onr drowsi~less and sustaining our f a i th  ( 1  Cor 
1:s) .  

2.  l(y t he  concern I I c  shows in repeatedly calling us fro111 careless- 
~ i c s s  arid lassitude to alertness and  readiness. 

3 .  .By assuring us of the blessed ontcome of our watching for Him 
(%It 25: 21; Lk !..2:37-38). 

Ge?.hcrl-cl 4 7 1  o 

SECOND SUNDAY I N  ADVENT 
iliIARK 1: 1-8 

]?or Mark, the  beginning of t he  gospel of Jesus Christ coincides with 
.JcsusJ assumption of his  hlessianic office, which is inseparable from the  
work of .To1111 the  Baptist. Since, according to Is 40 :3  and Ma1 3:1,  t he  
l3aptist was the i~ninedia tc  forerunner of Christ whose nlission i t  was to  
p re i~a re  the way fo r  Christ, the  gospel of Jesus Christ had i t s  empirical 
beginning in the  work of John  t h e  Raptist. Figuratively, a road had  to be 
prel)nl.ed on which God could collne to deliver H i s  people. But  the prepara- 
tion of such r~ road is beyond human abil i ty or  power. T h e  only way for  
the  Lord to enter the heart ( v  4 )  is by repentance wrought b y  the  Law 
a n d  the  Gospel. T h e  baptism John proclainled a n d  administered was con- 
nected with rel?entnnce. I-Ie refused to baptize unrepentant  persons, but  



evel.y regelitnllt s inner  bagtized by John received the forgiveness of his  
sins. ~~h~~~ ivas a real baptism which mediated forgivencss. The  same 

"for  t he  forgiveness of sins," is used in  Ac 2: 38 i n  collncction 
wit,l, Christ ian Baptism. T h e  hear t  of John's preaching was t h e  Nessiah 
tklrough -whom alone forgiveness is ~,ossible (v7). John is Christ 's humble 
servnllt. ~ ] l r i s t  i s  so great  t h a t  H e  will baptize with the Holy Sp i r i t  ( v  8)  
---.not that. John's  haptisnl was devoid of t he  Spirit .  Christ's greatlless in 
colltrast 1-0 John is   hat He is  Himself t h e  sender of the Spir i t  who  works 
i n  baptism a n d  in  the Word (Ac 1:5,  S ;  11:16; J n  1 6 : 7 ) .  

we all haye  iic?ed o f  dai ly rcpentailcc, a s  Luther  renlinds us. We are  
prone to let t.he love of things, t he  desire for s~ certain life style, and  pride 
in our acco~nplishrnents  supersede our need of Jesus Christ. O n  the  other 
hand ,  Ivhpn we gel: down on ourselves and doubt God's goodness a n d  grace 
i l l  o u r  lives. John's  inessaxe of forgiveness is comforting. 

T h e  Gospel is proclaimed i n  a "wilderness," ainid obstaclcs t ha t  sep- 
arate  lllell f rom God. P e r h a ~ s  God chose to have John work i n  a desert 
region in order  t o  take  men  away from their  daily interests a n d  fix their  
a.tterltiori on their' spir i tual  conditiorl. John's apl~earance was a sermon- 
a call t.o those  who were making  rllaterial things their chief concern to 
t.urn from s ~ c h  vanity and  to look for what  really counted. A m a n  really 
needs very litt le.  

"Repexit," a sha rp  word, llleans prinla.rily to have a. change of lnind 
regard i l~g  one's s in and. one's I-elationship to God. Take a. groper view of 
s in .  your s in  ( 2  T m  2 : 2 5 ;  Xc 20 :21 ;  He G : 3 . ;  2 Cor 7 : lO) .  

John's lllessage exerted n far reaching influence that  died a h y a y  in ever 
fainter echoes as people returned to their indifference a.nd o!>position to 
thc t ru th .  

Palestine in J o h n ' s  day was in a del~loi-able condition. T h e  change 
proposed w a s  not  political but  spiritual.  Outward ills can be endured whcn 
Inen a r e  inwardly  emancipated through Porgivencss. I n  order  t o  have 
forgivelless we mus t  have hea r t s  that  a r e  prepared to receive forgiveness. 
That  mc.a.iis repentance. Hut the  l)ossibility of repentance is already glad 
tidings. 

l'he !)l(iline. Preparat ions a r e  necessary when the President  of our 
counlrp collies t o  a city. Barricades, escorts, dignitaries, a l l  a r e  a way of 
saying: Make w a y  for t he  President .  John the Baptist has  solllething nlore 
than physica.1 pre i~arn t ion  i n  mind.  As Christ's forerunner, he  calls people 
t.0 1)repare inwardly:  "Make way for Jesus." 

We. too, need to MAI.~~: W.\Y I:OI: TIXI-s. 

1.  l3y confessing our  s ins 

A. T h a t  is a somber affair. 
1. .John's preaching (v4)  and ,appearance (vG) r)oint up the  

seriousness of s in.  John  baptized people only when they  had  
confessed the i r  s in s  (v  5b). 

2. S i n  h a s  made our  way crooked and has  twisted our hearts.  To 
confess one's s in  requires honesty and a kind of self-disclosure 
t h a t  can  be disturbing and threatening. 

B. Yet confession is a freeing experience. 
1. We no  longer have to hide our sin and  be ~niserable  ( P s  32:5). 
2. We n o  longer have t o  deceive ourselves and others. 



3 .  We ~ n a k e  way for  Jesus, for Jesus receives sinners. 

11. By accepting Christ's forgiveness 

A. lPorgivenc?ss was the main  purpose of John's work. 

1. Raptis111 was the ~ n e a n s  of bringing forgiveness t o  each con- 
fessing sinner  (v4) .  

2. John was not jnst a fire and brimstone preacher. h u t  one w h o  
point,ed to the  forgiveness in  Christ ( J n  1 :29 ) .  

13. Ii'orgiveness is brought t o  us  through nieans. 

1. U a ~ t i s l n ,  Gospel Word, Holy Conl~nunioli.  

2. Daily we receive forgiveness, for we daily sin nluc!~. 

3.  IVe make way for Jesus, for by fai th wc own Hinl as the o11c 
\vho reniembers our s in s  no more. 

111. By relying on Elis niight 

A .  l i e  is the  great One of God. 
1. John acknowledged Jesus'  greatnciss ( ~ 7 ) .  
3. .Jesus js Lord to whon'i belong glory, honor,  and allegiance. 

l3. He is the  bringer of the Holy Spir i t  ( ~ 8 ) .  
: I .  The  Spirit  fills 11s .with power (Zch 4 :  G )  not only to confess 

o u r  s ins and to accept forgiveness, but  to do what is pieasing 
to J e s ~ l s .  

2.  We rnakc way for Jesus as we rely on His  niight t o  effect in  u s  
con1:inu;zlly tha t  which is good. 

Gll 

.rl-lInn SU~VDAY I N  ADVENT 
TEXT: J O H N  1: 6-8, 19-28 

.loll11 differed from other men iii t ha t  he  was sent  fro111 God. H e  was  
c:ollllnissionecl by God to witness "in order t h a t  al l  inight belic'ire through 
I'ii171." .John the Baptist is the inost important  witness of all  those cited 
h y  t.he evangelist John because h e  is the  last  and  the greatest of a long 
line o f  progliets. John witnessed to  Christ who is the  light. Popular  interest  
in .John had grown until ~ e o p l e  were wondering whether he migh t  not he 
t.lie C h ~ ~ i s t  (I,k 3 :  1.5). With so many reports coming in regarding John,  
i t  was obligatory for the Sanhedrin to conduct a n  official investigation. 
Messianic hopes were high and sonle were no  doubt being inflamed t o  
fr~llatic:al action. .John gives the  deputation a clear-cut, unequivocal reply. 
If rumors had sprung up  regarding the  Raptist being the Christ ,  John  
himself had given no occasion for  them. His  straight-forward denial  evokes 
another  question. I s  he the forerunner of the Messiah described in Ma1 
.4:5? The  Jews espected Elijah to  return in  person. John answers with a 
categorical no. Another al ternat ive presents itself: "Are you t h e  prophet?" 
T h e  reference i s  to Dt lS:15 where Moses speaks of a prophet l ike him- 
self who was  one  day to  ar ise ( a n d  finally did ar i se  in the person of Jesus 
Chr is t ) .  Again John  says no. Various conceptions of the Raptis t  have no%' 
IleeXI eliininated 2nd the questioners a r e  baffled. So  they ask J o h n  to  give 
a ~os i t i vc .  account of himself t h a t  they might  have  soinething to report  
back. .John responds by rluoting Is 40:3 .  I-Ie identifies himself a s  the? 



tlonziletical Studies 14 1 
y---- 

l ~ e ~ ~ r ~ ~ r  of the Messiah. His own person is unimportant, for 

ilc is only voice. Then how dare  he baptize? The  Jews did not interpret 
his claiJll t o  b e  a voice important enough to justify his baptizing. John's 

t h a t  i f  they had been aware of Christ's presence, as John 
of i t ,  they would not have challenged his baptism because it 

divilleIy appointed may of preparation for the  Messiah. The forgive- 
lless tllal; l )aptism was mediating was to be accomplished by Him who was 
alre;ldy standing in their midst. John derogates himself and elevates 
~l l r is t . .  .l3is func t ion  is nothing Illore than to be a witness to  the  Messiah. 
The his(.orical reali ty of the deputation's visit is emphasized by reference 
to the. specific a r e a  where i t  occurred. The verse following the text describes 
the arrival of J e s u s  and John's glorious testinlony to Him as the Lamb of 
~ o d .  This occur-red the following day. 

Chris t ia~ls  need models for witnessing. John the Baptist is such a 
model---:-ln hones t  witness. He provides inspiration and encouragement in 
our \vit.nessing responsibility. 

Tlte O?,rt7i??e. W e  Christians a r e  to be not only listeners but witnesses. 
What kind of witnesses? John provides a witnessing nlodel for us. He is 
)lot only a courageous but an honest witness. I3e told i t  like i t  was. 

O x  BEIKG AX HOXEST JYITXESS 
I. Speak up. 

A .  .john could  have chosen not to speak up. 
1.. The delegation that came to hi111 was a n  important one. For fear 

o f  w h a t  they might do to him, he could have remained silent 
or given an evasive answer. 

2. J o h n  w a s  also well aware of the people's nlessianic expectations. 
W h y  disappoint them? 

B. \Ye are tempted to be silent or evasive. 
1.. \\re a r e  timid about verbalizing our fai th because we think the 

t i m e  is not right. Yet the "right" time never seenls to come. 
2. W e  a r e  afraid to  speak up because of what others might think 

a b o u t  us-fanatical, too religious, too pious. Being a n  honest 
wi tness  requires that  we speak up when the occasion demands 
it.. 

11. Give Chr i s t  t h e  glory. 

ii. John  refused to take honor that was not rightly his. 
1. T h o u g h  he was sent from God, he was not the Christ, nor was 

h e  E l i j a h  reincarnated (vs 6-7, 20, 21), nor was he the  prophet 
l i k e  Moses. 

2 .  Though He was Christ's immediate witness, he was still  only 
Chris t ' s  slave (vs 8, 27) .  

E.  We a r e  tempted to  make ourselves appear so inlportant tha t  Christ 
fades  o u t  of the picture. 
1. The "I" often predominates in our speaking and doing. Christ 

is n o t  given the credit. 
2 .  I rones ty  denlands that  we a.cknowledge Christ's supremacy. 

111, n o  Your w o r k  as well a s  you can. 



A. John's work was to be s voice, no more. 

1. .Eio spokc! a message of repentance ar,d remission of s in s  and 
thereby was the instruinent by which God did His work in  
people's lives. 

2. Every preacher of t he  Word today i s  only a. voice. T h e  glory 
f ~ e l o n _ ~ s  not to him bu t  t o  IIim whose voice He is. 

13. We a re  honest witnesses when me do what. we need to do as well 
a s  we can. 

1.. We need to use the Word anti t he  Sacrament faithfully. 

2, Bu t  we also need to do our work--.--occu~ation, fairlily respon- 
sibilities, conlsnu~lity duties-as well as we can. Christ asks  for 
faithfulness. Christ i s  the  light; (vs  7, 8 )  who l ightens us so 
tha t  through fa i th  in H i m  we have both fcrgiveness a n d  power. 

T0IJRT:EI SUNDAY I N  A:DVEKT 
'L'EXT : LUICE 1 : 26-38 

The historicity of the  angel's appearance is stressed by the  nlention 
of Nazareth where Mary lived. Twice Luke refers to s virgin betrothed to 
Joseph. .Jewish betrotha.1 usually lasted i~ year and  unfaithfulness on the 
 art of the bride was punishabIe by death (Dt  22:22f). The Greek word 
translated "0  favored one" ( v  2 5 )  (perfect passive participle) makes  God 
the  agent of a special grace hestowetl upon her. Mary i s  not able t o  bestow 
gra.c:e. She  silllply receives; she does not dispense. "Troubled" ( v  2 9 ) :  
Mary was reckoning up different reasons a s  to why this  was occurring. 
She  ,was upset and  puzzled. The angel hastened t,o end the  debate within 
her ,  assuaging he r  fear which is natural  in the  presence of t h e  heavenly 
being. Here  again the word favor means undeserved favor, diviriely not 
hun~al i ly  ~not iva ted .  The  last t h ing  Mary dreamed of -was beco~liing the 
 noth her o B  God's Son. The greatness of t he  child to bc born of her is 
espressed in O.T. language (2  Srn 7:13, 17): T h e  house of Jacob denotes 
slot only the descendants of Jacob in the  s t r ic t  sense but  his  spiritual 
descendants through the ages ( R o  9:6-8). %!Iary's response to t h e  angel's 
pronlise is not  one of urit~elief but, of perplexity because she was still a 
virgin. T h e  conception was a ~ n i r a c l e  worked by God. Wha t  t-he angel  adds 
confirnis Mary's faith. God can do anything. H e  has  already pernlitted 
Eliza.both who is so  old to conceive. 

People a r e  being inflnenced Inore than  they  often realize by the 
scientific outlook characterized by  insistence upon elnpirical proof. n u t  
God's actions cannot always be esplained scientifically. Fa i th  is willing 
to take  God a t  His 'Word. We need to live dai ly in t h e  awareness that. 
"\virith God nothing is impossible." 

The  angel announces the advent  of H im who is "the beginning of 
God's creation" (Re 3 : 1 4 ) .  Genesis gives us t h e  nlysterious origin of the  
riatural creation. Luke  gives us  t he  mysterious origin of t he  supernatural  
creation of which Jesus is the  hea.d. Jesus' kingdom will be everlasting. 
Mary i s  to  be the mother of a new king. 

Mary believes the incredible news. She submits  to wha t  t h e  Lord i s  
going to do with a kind of holy courage. She carinot but  become t h e  object 



of s~~spic: ion to J'ossph arid ~ n a n y  others. l ies  ~ .eyuts t ion  will be a t  s take 
for  a time. Fa i th  alonc: could sus ta in  her  in such circnmstances. 

Mary, lowly, poor, l iving in a. miserable l i t t le  town, was t h e  chosen 
instrument of God. Thl-ough Mary God glorified I-Iis naiile. H e  singled her 
out  from all t he  wolnell of niankind. Therefore we honor her, bu t  w e  will 
noi. make licr thc: queen of heaven. Christ is ou r  mediator wi th  God, not 
Christ's nlother. God's grace made  Mary what s h e  was. 

Ma.ry will conceive by the  power of the Spir i t .  I3er child is both God 
a.nd man and therefore the  perfect mediator between God and sinful men. 
I n  I-Ii~n the  hunlan  race reaclles the coml~letion God intended. 

T l ~ e  O ~ L ~ Z I ' ? ? ~ .  It is hard  always to walk by fa i th  and not by  sight.  We 
want  crutches for  our  faith--signs tha t  God is doing something for  us in  a 
t.ight financial situation or. in  sickness. '\Ve demand continuous good 
health, econonlic security, a n d  material comforts, explanations of why 
God deals in c c r t a i ~ ~  ways wi th  us  o r  \\-it11 others. 

Evidently Mary needed no  such crutches. F a i t h  nleant saying yes to 
God's pronlise, being willing to accept i t .  Fai th i s  much more t h a n  nlerely 
lioiding certain ideas about God. Fa i th  i s  an ac t  of the will which has  to  
do with the inne r  life. Let  u s  learn from Mary what i t  nlenns to  have 
I:AT'I*II \ \ . . I , I . ~~OI: ' I .  ( ; I ~ I  : ' r c~  r1.x : 

T Heing assured that  nothing i s  impossible w i t h  God. 

A .  Mary believed tha t  by God's power she viould hear :I child. 
1. H e  would be the  yery  Sol1 of God (I- 33). 
2. 1Ie would be the  ru ler  of an  eternal kingdoni ( v  3 3 ) .  

B. IVhat. God by Hi s  llower would do in 3'Iary was evidence of I l is  
grace toward her  (v s  28, 30) .  

C. Evidence of llis grace to the whole hunlsn race. 
1. We are beneficiaries of t ha t  grace in all our unworthiness. 
2. We a r e  part  of the  house o f  Jacob, ~nelnbers  of a n  everlasting 

kingdom. 
3.  Im~ossible?' Not a t  all .  Nothing is impossible for God. H e  says 

i t  i s  so. Xo other "proof" is needed. \%Tho needs crutches? 

11. Accepting God's ~ r o ~ l l i s e  without  reservation. 

A. Mary accepted God's promise despite possible inconvenience ( v  38) .  

1. Joseph would question her, and others  would begin to  woxldcr 
about  her  prcgnnncy. 

2. The grea t  mystery a n d  wonder of i t  all did not s top Mary from 
submitt.ing to what  God wished to do. 

R. There will be inconvenience for us, too, when we accept God's 
~ r o m i s e  of nlercy in H i s  Son without reservation. 
1. The  devil will tell u s  t ha t  nlercy is not  that  frec. 
2. Yet we have been favored by  God--made His  chi ldren,  under 

H i s  protection ( v  28b). 

3. W e  niay not always uriderstand His way wi th  us, b u t  we  know 
t h a t  i n  the  holy child of Mary they a r e  ways of grace  and  love. 

We can accept this promise without reservation. Who needs crutches? 



CHRISTMAS DAY 
r ,  , 7 1 FJXT: LUKE 2 :  1-20 

The  familiar. C1irisl:mas gospel is divided in to  three parts :  t h e  s to ry  of 

Christ's birth (1-7) : the appearance of the  angels to the shepherds (5-14) ; 
ltnd the  visii: of rhe shepherds to the holy family (15-20). "ill1 t h e  wor ldw 
refers  to the l3olna.n empire in .which Palestine was included. Evident ly  
each Jew had t.o bt? registered or enrollecl in  the  city of his n~ iccs to r s  
\vh(?re, we can surmise, fanlily records were preserved. Mary probably 
was not required by law to go with Joseph for  the enrollment. Joseph 
wanted Nary  w i t h  him. Ir'erhaps because of her  pregnant  coxldition h e  d id  
not wish to leave her alone i n  Nazareth. I t  i s  also yossible t h a t  b o t h  
Joseph and Mary  had relatives in  Eethleheln who111 they wanted to t a k e  
t h i s  opportunity to visit. Since only the manger or s tal l  is mentioxie(i 
( v  11). we callnot. he surt: whether this was located i n  a shed,  a c rude  
shelter,  a cave, o r  simply under the open sky. But  Mary was forced to  
lay her son in an animal feeding-trough. The angel 's song of praise? brieflp 
outlines what Mary's Son would do. 

Good news is always welcolrie in a world where so much ba.d news i s  
heard. Christmas is a time for gladness because God has  good news f o r  
1.1s. 1t  is not ncw news in the sense of our not having  heard i t  before. T h e  
nt:ws about. the  Incarnation gives our Christnlas celebration the  dimension 
i t  needs i f  we a r c  to be spiritually and enlotionally enriched by  i t .  

Things which seem not to have the rsnzotest corlnect,ion wi th  God's 
plan of salvation are  rievcrtlieless under God's direction. God operates 
through seelnirlgly ordinary channels to fur ther  His  cause. God's peogle. 
too, ~ n u s t  obey worldly rules. Mary's time had  come, and now God's 
prornises were to be fulfilled. God has I3is own time. The  Soxi o f  God 
a.ssumed 0111- flesh in order to suffer and conquer for us. I-le l~ecnine yoor 
( 2  Cor S:!)) in order  to (inrich the spiritually poor. His  birth nlcrited t l ie  
a.ngels' s0n.g. T h r  shepherds went to look, for they believed ,what t h e  
a.llgc?ls said. Believing hearts a r e  needed. Fa i th  i s  a mat te r  of t h e  hea r t .  

'1'lr.e Ozilli.?rc. T h e  events of tho first Christmas a re  uniquely of t h e  
ca.rl.h anti gloriously of heaven--A crowded town, a cattle s tal l ,  a baby 
horn, shepherds in  the  fields--then, suddenly an  angcl and a host of angels. 
.:Ingels ha.ci appeared bcfore..--.-Z(?c11ari~11, SIary-but therc had been nothillg 
so  speclacular as this appearance. IPor the first t ime since the  fal l  i n t o  
s in  angels could really sing on ear th .  They had something to  s ing  about-- 
news to bring. and  what news! 

1. Gotl Iias fulfilled I-Iis promise. 
2 1 .  God used Illen to fulfill H i s  promise. 

1. Because God was in  control of world events, the prince of Israel  
would be born in "the city of David" ( v  11; Mic 5 : 2 ) .  

2. Augustus' decree, Joseph's and Mary's Davidic lineage, a n d  
their ancestral t.ies in  Cethleheln were used by God t o  br ing  
about t he  birth in Hethlehem (vs 1-5). 

Is. God always keeps Hi s  ~ ) romises  (Pr 3 0 : s ;  Is 40:s). 

1. all God's promises find the i r  yes in Christ  ( 2  Cor 1 : 2 0 ) .  
2. The  news from heaven today is t ha t  God follows through,  s tands  

by wha t  He says. 
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11. God has  become man .  
A .  T h a t  is ainazing. 

1. A lnystery how C;od's Son could bocome truly man  ( v  7 ) .  

2. Horn of a wolnan to  experience all aspects of our humanity, 
escept  without s in  ( v  12 ) .  

R.  T h a t  is reassuring. 
1. Cod is not far. removed from us a n d  the  predicaments unique 

to  o u r  hurnanncss. 
2. God, being involved in  our humanity, ennobles it. 

3. T h e  good news f rom heaven today i s  t ha t  the great  God made 
himself a pa r t  of ou r  world and our  life. 

111. God has  sen t  a Savior ( v  1 1 ) .  
1%. We needed a Savior. 

1. The re  was w a r  between God and m a n  because of men's deprav- 
i ty  a n d  rebelliousness. 

2. Examples of t ha t  w a r :  men wanting to go their  own way, 
inhumani ty  to  man.  

B. T h e  Savior  will make  peace ( v  14). 

1. Rernove the  enmity by His  life, death, and resurrection. 
2. Th i s  was t h e  reason for His  coming in to  the  world. 

C. Chr i s t~ l l a s  is in  hea r t s  tha t  ponder wha t  i t  means to have a 
Savior  ( v  19) .  
1. I l ea r t s  t ha t  receive Him in  fai th (vs  15-16) and from which 

flow words and deeds tha t  express fai th ( v  17) .  
2. T h e  good news froin heaven today i s  t ha t  God cared s o  deeply 

a n d  loved SO profoundly tha t  H e  sent  u s  a Savior. 
Gd 

T H E  F I R S T  SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
T E X T :  LUKE 2:25-38 

After  t he  forty-day period of Mary's purification was over, Mary and 
Joseph brought  t he  infant  Chr is t  to  the  temple t o  present H i m  to  the  Lord, 
to redeem t h e  child from temple services a t  t h e  price of five shekels and  
to offer t he  customary sacrifices (cf Lv 12).  V 25: Simeon i s  one of the  
last  of the  0.7'. sa in ts  and  one of the first Christians. H e  was  just in h is  
dealings wi th  Inen and  devout in  his reverence for God. V 26: H i s  special 
revelation was  tha t  h e  should not die before seeing Christ, t h e  consolation 
of Israel. V 29: Recognizing the  Babe a s  the  Christ, Simeon intones the  
h'z~nc Dimitt is ,  which has been used in  the  church for fourteen centuries. 
Sirneon represents  himself a s  a slave or  sentinel,  watching for  t h e  Christ,  
and  prays t h a t  h e  may  depart  from his  post in  peace. V 30: "thy salvation": 
t he  salvation provided by God in  Christ. V 31:  "all people": li terally "all 
peoples" ( I s  52:lO). V 32: " the Gentiles," ( I s  9 :2 ;  42:G; 49:6; 60:l-3).  V 
34: "the fall and rising again of many in Israel": Many would fall, harden- 
ing  their hea r t s  (2  Cor 2:15-16; 4:3-4; &It 21:42-44; Ro 9:33). Many would 
r ise from s ~ i r i t u a l  death t o  fai th (Eph 2:5-6). "A sign which shall be 



spoken against": Many Romans and Jews spoke against Christ in  the first 
three centuries. V 35: This verse was fulfilled as Mary stood beneath the 
cross. V 36:  Anna of the tribe of Asher was a widow in the eighty-fourth 
year of her life. V 38: Anna was a real missionary. Like Simeon, she saw 
in the infant Christ the great ransomer who would gay the ransom price. 
She spoke again and again to people about Him. The goal of t h e  sermon 
is to lead people to rejoice in  Christ's birth and  to radiate their  joy by 
sharing Christ. 

The  Ol~tline. The trouble with the Christnlas celebration is that  it is 
over too quickly. nu t  like Mary, we want to ponder these things of 
Christmas in our hearts and live our lives in the  glow of Christmas. 

I. Rejoicing in our salvation. 
A. Aged Simeon was a devout Christian. 

1. The Holy Ghost had brought hi111 to faith. 
2. He was just and devout. 

3.  He waited for the promised Messiah. 
4.  FIe enjoyed the special revelation that  he would not die before 

seeing the Christ. 

5. He recognizes the Christ-child as  God's salvation. 

6. In  faith, he is now prepared to die in peace. 

B. Christ's coming into the world should have the sanle effect in  us. 
1. Christ came to conquer death. 

a. Death is sin's wage (Ro 5 : 12) .  
h. Being made sin for us and paying our debt, Christ has 

delivered us from eternal death (1 Cor 1555-57). 
2.  Christ promises us eternal life for death ( J n  11:25-26; 3 :  1 6 ) .  

3.  Now we can rejoice in  our salvation. 

11. Eager to tell others. 

A. 'We should tell others. 
1. God's salvation has been prepared for all in Christ ( 2  Cor 5:19; 

J n  3:17). 
2. God earnestly desires the  salvation of all (2 Pe 3 : 9 ) .  

B. We can tell others. 

1. Anna, though old, showed her faith by witnessing. 

2. We a re  to be Christ's witnesses (Ac 1:8; Mt 28: 18-20) 

C. Things will happen when we do. 

1. Some will fall in  unbelief ( J n  1: 5 ) .  

2. Some will rise from spiritual death to spiritual life (Ac 2:41; 
1 J n  5:12). 

Let us t ry  to  live every day in the glow of Christmas, rejoicing in our 
salvation and sharing the good news with others. 
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THE SECONID SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
TEXT: JOHN 1: 1-18 

v 1:  1n the  beginning, Place i t  where you may, the Word already 
esisted (co l  1 ~ 1 s ) .  The expression "with God" indicates personal com- 
munion.  ~ h r y s ~ s t o m :  ". . . with God, as person with person, eternally." 
T h e  lvord was God (Col  2:  9) .  V 3 :  The Word is the agent in creation 
(col 1 : 16; 1 tor S :  6 ) .  V 4:  In St. John the  word life generally refers to 
sl,jl.itual :md eternal life. The light shines,.continues to shine. "Compre- 
herlded it not'': r ad ica l  meaning of the Greek word is "to seize, take 
possessioii of." V 7 :  T h e  ~ u i s s i o n  of the 13aptist was to point to another. V 9 :  
Jesus refers to Killiself as t h e  Light ( Jn  8:12; 12:35) .  V 1 2 :  "did not 
receive fIim": cf. thc p a r a b l e  of the wicked husbandmen, Mt 21. V 1 2 :  The 
word l)ol.(;cr means a l s o  t i t l e  or  warrant. V 13: The word for blood is 
plul.al, following the  LXX. In  spiritual a s  well as l~hysical birth, the 
osigiliation is from w i t h o u t ,  not of ourselves. V 14: The Word became 
flesh (1 Tm 3 :  1 6 ;  1 J n  4 : 2 ;  He 2:14). Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. 
l-Ie dwelt alnong us-literally, he tabernacled among us, a phrase reflec- 
tive o f  the tabernacle in the O.T. in which God dwelt anlong His people. 
The  glory of the Word  m a d e  flesh consisted in His grace and truth. V 16:  
"gra-ce for grace": f r e s h  grace  appears over and  above that  already re- 
ceived. V 17: The L a w  rnakes great; demands, but gives nothing. V 18: 
The word bosom denotes intimacy. The goal of the sermon is to lead the 
hearer to thank God f o r  t h e  great change tha t  came in the world and in 
each Christian's life as n. result  of Christ's coining. 

' I ' I I , ~  Outline: Only a few, the genius class, have left their mark on 
the Iiistory of civilization: Noses, Galileo, Capernicus, Luther, Newton. 
None llas affected t h e  temgoral  and eternal life of lnan more than Christ. 

I .  The  Word was m a d e  flesh. 
A. No man had s e e n  God at any time. 

1. Moses could no t  look upon His glory. 
2. Prophets revea led  His words, but did not see Him. 

13. Jesus ~Sevealed God to  man. 
1. Jesus was t r u e  God from all eternity. 

a. The W o r d  w a s  with God. 
b. The W o r d  w a s  God ( J n  10:30) .  
c. In  the beginning with God ( J n  8 :  58). 
d. A11 t h i n g s  were  made by Hiln (Col 1:16; 1 Cor 8: G). 

2. The Word became f-lesh (Col 2:9). 
a. .Jesus, t r u e  God: We behold His glory in His miracles. 
1). Jesus, t rue  Inan :  He was born, wept, suffered and  died. 
c. We needed t h e  God-man to be our Savior: true man to be our 

subst i tu te ;  t r u e  God to be a sufficient sacrifice. 

11. Grace, truth,  life, a n d  l igh t  came by Jesus Christ. 
A. The Law was g iven  by Moses. 

1. It d@mands (Dt  6:5) .  threatens (Ga 3:10), and damns (Oa 
3111). 



2. T h e  Law does not empower m a n  to keep i ts  demands. 

B. Grace came by Jesus Christ. 

1. Grace i s  the unmerited favor of God. 

2 .  Jesus revealed God's grace in His  subst i tut ionary death (2 COY 
8 : 9 ;  T t  2:11; Eph 2:s-9) .  

C. T r u t h  came by Jesus Christ.  

1. God promised Christ ( I s  7: 14; 9 :  6; Is 63) .  

2 .  Christ 's coming demonstrated God's truthfulness a n d  faithful- 
ness. 

1). Life came By Jesus Christ.  

I. All rnen are  by natnre in  death ( R o  5 ) .  

2. Christ came to win life for all  ( J n  10:  1 0 ;  .Jn 1 4 :  6 ) .  

E. Light came by Jesus Christ ( I s  6 0 ) .  

1. The  light of forgiveness for all (2  Cor 5:  19) .  

2. T h e  l ight  of God's love in  every need ( R o  8:33-39) 

3. Thc light of heaven ( I  P e  1:3-5). 

111. All who receive Christ become sons of God. 

A. Ey nature  all Inen are  enelnies of God ( E p h  2: 1-3; Ro 5 :  10 Php 
3 : l S ) .  

13. hlarly remain in darkness in  spi te  of Christ's coming. 

C. 13y fai th we becorrie sons of God. 
1. ki'aith alone makes us sons ( R o  4:  5;  1 J n  3: 1 ) .  
2. Fa i th  is worked in us by the will of God ( T t  3:5-7; E p h  (2:4-8) .  

What  a change Christ's coming has brought. Therefore praise God cver- 
Illore: here on ear th  and yonder. 

H J E  

THE FESTIVAL O F  T H E  EPIPIIANY 
TEXT : MATTHEW 2 : 1-12 

V 1: Herod, who ruled Palestine for thirty-five years, was now seventy 
Years old. H e  was  great  only in wickedness. T h e  wise men were  not  magi, 
but scientists.  the  first Gentiles t o  worship Christ .  V 2: "His s ta r"  i s  the  
s ta r  which signalled Christ's b i r th ;  cf. t he  prophecy of Balaanl ( N u  24: 17) .  
a mil~aculous s ta r .  "Where is He?" The  question reflects no doubt. V 3 :  
Herod was troubled because h e  regarded Christ  as a pretender t o  his 
throne. V 4 :  T h e  chief priests included both t h e  incu~llbent  a n d  fornler 
high priests.  T h e  scribes, well-versed in  the  O.T. also assisted t h e  civil 
niagistrates. V 5 :  The scribes combine the words of Mic 5:2 a n d  2 Sam 
5:2. V 7:  Herod called them privately lest he  arouse the suspicion of his 
courtiers and  lest anyone forewarn the child's parents. V 8 :  "That  I may 
come": Herod crowns hypocrisy with a base lie. V 9 :  The  s t a r  travelled 
f r o ~ n  nor th  to south  now. I t  was probably lower t h a n  other  s ta rs .  V 11: No 
mention is ~ n a d e  of Joseph. T h e  Oriental way  of worship was  t o  drop to 
one's knees and touch one's forehead to  the ground in coinplete surrender. 
Gold is the  most  precious metal.  Frankincense and myr rh  were  Costly 



I-lori?ilctical Studies 
_c-- 

gums distilled fro111 trees. The goal is to encourage Christians to 
walk by fa i th  according to the example of the wise men. 

llJ1e Outl.i??.e: "Why are ye so fearful? IIow is i t  that ye have no faith?" 
Jesus asked his discil~les on the  storm-tossed Sea of Galilee. We fear when 
we try to play God, attempting to face life by ourselves. God urges us t o  
live by faith.  To encourage us, the Bible gives us Illany examples of people 
.ivho did. The wise lnen are models: they believed God's Word, they acted 
,, it ,  and  thei r  fai th was gloriously rewarded. 

1. Their  fa i th  rested on God's Word. 

A. They really had little to go on. 
1. They saw the star. 

2. They linked the appearance of the s t a r  to Balaanl's 1)ropliecy. 

3. They trusted God's Word implicitly. 

B. Dy conlparison, we have so llluch more to go on. 

1. W e  have not only the  O.T. prophecies the  wise men had. 

2. We have the N.T. also to which the O.T. points. 

a. We, know the Christ prophesied in the O.T. 

b. We know His supreme sacrifice prefigured in O.T. worship. 

c. God's Word is t rue;  i t  does not lie to us or deceive us. 

Application: How good for us that God speaks so clearly t o  us in His 
'Word. Let  us diligently study i t  ( J n  8:31-32; 2 Tni 3:14-17). 

11. They acted on God's Word. 

A .  They made the long journey on the basis of the prolnise alone. 

B. They withstood the tetngtations t o  their faith. 

1. T h e  rage of Herod. 

2. T h e  indifference of the scribes. 

C. Fa i th  acts on the Word of God. 

1. Exalnl~les:  Abraham (Gn 1 2 ) ,  Peter (Lk 5 ) ,  the centurion 
(Mt  8)  ; cf. IIe 11. 

2. F a i t h  is unmoved by the world, neither by those who think 
tha t  Christ will interfere with their lives, nor by those who are  
simply indifferent. 

111. Their  fai th was rewarded. 

A. Conling to Bethlehem they found the Christ. 

1. What  joy was theirs. 

2. In  sheer joy they, a s  the first Gentiles, worshipped the  Christ 
and  presented Him gifts. 

B. Christian faith, too, is rewarded. 

1. In Christ we find all we need: forgiveness, help in  life's perils, 
and  everlasting life. 

2. In faith let  us diligently worship t o  be strengthened by the 
promises of God. 



3. In fa i th  let us  br ing  our  treasures, too, so tha t  Christ's kingdoll1 
may grow. 

Trcrclsr.. RK-~~.:TIOXP , y o  C~.u: is~:  

I. Herod, wlio felt  Christ would interfere with h is  life. 

TI. The chief priests and scribes, who were indifferent. 

111. The wjse men, exanlgles of hulllble believers. 

TFIE F IRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPI-IANP 
T E X T :  MARK 1: 4-11 

St. Mark plunges r ight  in to  his  subject, without  genealogies of Chr is t  
o r  infancy narratives, intent  on  describing Jesus as the  s t rong Son of God. 
V 4 :  John preached in  the  a r id  regions between Jerusalem and t h e  Dead 
Sea. A grim and solitary figure, John,  t h e  last  of the prophets, s ta lked  
among soft-robed nlen l ike El i jah  come to life again. H e  preached re-  
pentance. The  truest  way to create in men a longing for  Christ is t o  evoke 
t h c  penitent consciousness of s in.  Those who repented received renlission 
and  this was sealed to then1 in  baptism. John's haptisnl was  typical,  
preparatory, intended for adul t s  who confessed their  sin. Christ's b a ~ t i s ~ l l  
is for all ( M t  25:18-20). V 6 :  Compare t h e  O.T. description of Elijah ( 2  
Kgs 1 :8 ;  Zch 13: 4). V 7: Note John's humility. H e  directs people t o  t h e  
powerful Son of Cod. V 8 :  Christ will baptize with the  Holy Ghost as a sign 
of I-lis divinity. Only He can pour out  the  Spir i t  (J1 2:28-29; Ac 2:17-1s; 
A c  1:s-8; 11:16).  Christ gives the  Spirit  to  convince of s in  ( J n  1E:8) ; t o  
change the  heart  ( T t  3:5) ; to  enlighten ( J n  14:26; 16 :  1 3 ) ,  to  teach  (Jn 
1 4 :  1 6 ;  16 :7) .  V 9 :  The King goes forth t o  meet t he  herald. H e  wan ted  t o  
flilfill all religious usages enjoined upon the  people. V 10 :  A t  t he  bapt i sm 
of Jesus, the  Tr iune  God set  the  s tamp of approval upon the work  of  
redenlgtion. F i rs t  we have the  unlimited iinparting of the Holy Sp i r i t  'to 
t he  Son according to his hurnan na ture  (Ps 45:8;  H e  1:9;  Ac 10:38) .  Christ 
was anointed also for  His work as t h e  Messiah ( I s  61:lff; Ac 1 0 : 3 8 ) .  Here  
Christ  really began to be the  Christ,  says ~ u t h e r .  V 11: T h e  voice from 
hea-~\.en (cf %It 17: 5;  J n  12: 28-30), ". . . m y  beloved Son": The  announce- 
ment  of the  ICiLher deals with the incarnate Son and with I-Ijnl a s  no\.\- 
entering upon I-Iis Messianic work (Ps 2: 7 ;  Lk 9 : 3 5 ;  2 P e  1: 1 7 ) .  

4'11.e Ozitline. Who is Jesus Christ?  People generally agree t h a t  He is 
a grea t  moral example, a great  teacher, a n d  public servant.  But  if t h a t  is 
all, then we  do not  need Hinl very Sadly. R u t  Christ is much Inore. H e  
is the  Son of G-od, attested by Hi s  words, H i s  mighty miracles, a n d  His 
sinless life. The  comfort we d raw froni Christ's divinity is t h a t  H e  is our 
Savior sufficient t o  win forgiveness for  all  the  world of s inners .  B u t  can 
we be sure tha t  I l e  is the Son of God? Our text denlollstrates t ha t  He is: 
both by t.he witness of John and  by the witness of t.he Spir i t  a n d  the  
Father .  

J~zs~;s rs TIIL SON o r  G01) 

I. His divinity i s  attested by John  the  Baptist.  
A .  John was the  last of the  prophets. 

1. He dressed like one. 
2. H e  lived l ike one. 
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B. IIe preached like a prophet. 

1. I i e  preached repentance; turning from sin to God (Mk 6:12; 
Lk 13:3;  15:7; 24:47; Ac 2:38; 3:19). 

2.  H e  baptized repentant sinners for the remission of sins (Lk 
3:21; Ac 18:s ;  Ro 6.3; Ga 3:27). 

3. H e  pointed to Christ as Messiah and Savior. 

a. Christ is mightier than John, for He is the Son of God and 
Lamb of God ( J n  10:30). 

b. By sending the Spirit to convert and guide, Christ will pro- 
claim His divinity (T t  3 :s ;  J n  14:16.26; 16:7.13). 

Now we can be sure  that  Christ is the Son of God. Let us daily repent of 
our sin and believe that  for Jesus' sake God forgives. 

11. Christ's deity is attested by the Spirit and the  Father. 

A. .Jesus goes to John to be baptized. 

1. Christ has no sin of His own (He 7 :  2 6 ) .  

2. Christ was baptized to fulfill all righteousness. 

13. The Spiri t  descended upon Christ. 

1. To fill Christ with the full measure of gifts also according to 
His  human nature ( I s  61 : lff ; Ac 10 : 38). 

2. To anoint Jesus as  the Christ: our Prophet (Dt  18:15; Mt 17: 5 ) ,  
our Priest (He 7:26-27; Ga 4:4-5), our King ( J n  18:36-37). 

C. The Father  spoke from heaven. 

1. He  called Christ His beloved Son ( J n  1). 

2. The Father was well pleased with the saving work Christ had 
come into the world to perform (Ac 10: 40-41; Phy 2: 9-11). 

What a miraculous proof of the deity of Christ. Now we know and  a re  sure 
that  Christ is the  Son of God, a sufficient Savior from sin and death. 

HJE 

T H E  SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
TEXT: JOHN 1: 43-51 

V 43: "The day following": this is the fourth day after members of 
the Sanhedrin came to Jesus. "Follow me": The call makes Philip a dis- 
ciple. V 45: Nathanael is identified with Bartholemew. Notice t h e  clarity 
of Philip's confession. Jesus had probably reminded him of the  O.T. 
prophecies as  H e  did in the case of the Emmaus disciple. V 46: Nathanael 
is skeptical. People today who have not taken the  time to  study the  Word 
are  often skeptical. "Come and seeJ': to see Christ in His person and work 
is one sure way to come to faith. V 47: Jesus gives Philip a practical demon- 
stration of the  t ru th  of Philip's words. "An Israelite in whom there is no 
guile": a t rue  Israelite. Nathanael, a true Israelite, hoped for the  promised 
Messiah. I n  him was no deceit. He was sincere. V 48: This shows Jesus' 
omniscience. H e  has knowledge of us before we have any  knowledge of 
Him ( I s  45: 4 ;  Ga 4:9). V 49: Nathanael acknowledges Jesus as the  Son of 
God and King of Israel, the  true Israel. V 50: Nathanael shall witness 



something Illore wonderful than Jacob's ladder (Gn 2 8 ) .  With Christ's 
coming heaven is opened. T h e  curse of the Law is removed, the eninit\- 
hetween lnan arid God abolished. Thcre  i s  now direct communication 
between God and  mall, .Jesus Hinlself being the  rncdia.t,or ( H e  10: 19-20). 
Angels delighted to serve Hinl  who Came down for the  salvation of the 
~vor ld ,  a s  t,hey did a t  llis bir th,  teml)tntion, Gethselnnnc:, resurrection. a.nd 
a s  they will a t  Tiis return a s  Judge. "Son of %Ian": the  term is used 
seventy times. Jesus is t he  second Adam, t h e  eternal Son of God beconle 
0111. brother. The goal of the scrlnon is t.he rededication of our lives to 
Christ. 

l'lze 0 t~ t l in . e .  Jesus calrle riot only to  save the  lost but  also to seek the 
lost. EIis goal is to bind them to I-Iimself in fa i th  and love. Onr tes t  gives 
us a n  examl3le of His seeking love. 

T J IE  Selsr.c.rxc, Lo\.r.; or: .JI;s(~K 

1. He calls to then? "l?ollow Me." 

A.  T h e  One who calls. 

1. I t  would be ~ r e s u l n p t u o u s  of anyone else to say "Follow me.' '  

2. Jesus is tho Son of God and Savior  (Mt  l l : 2 S ) .  

H. The  life to which He calls. 

1. A life of faith ( J n  12:36; J n  10:27;  Ro 5: I ) .  

2. A life of Christian living ( 1  P e  2: 9 ;  Mt 5 :  12; J n  1 4 :  23). 

3. A life of suffering for the sake of t he  Gospel (2  Tnl 2:27; 1 Pe 
2:21; Php 3:lO). 

Application: Jesus is calling. So many refuse to accept 1-Iirn (Rlt 23:27).  
Let  us accept Him anew in fai th and follow H i m  i n  lifc. 

11. I l e  removes ske1)ticism. 

A. Phil ip is convinced and  witnesses in  a siniyle, straight-forward 
manner.  

1%. Nathanael is skeptical. 

1. Based on prejudice. 

2. 13ased on insufficient knowledge. 

C. H i s  skepticism is removed. 

1. R y  Philip who says simply "conie a n d  see" (Jn  7:  17) .  
a .  Jesus deliionstrated His divini ty by signs ( J n  20: 30-31). 
b. Jesus showed His  love fo r  t he  world by Hi s  death ( J n  

15 : 1.3). 
c. H e  arose again  to  declare H i s  victory ( J n  2 :  1 9 ) .  

2. By Jesus' own testimony. 
a .  His  onlniscience: "An Israel i te  in  whom is no  deceit." 
b. His  oninipresence. 
c. Greater things were yet t o  come. 

(1) BY His dea th  and resurrect ion Christ  opened heaven 
(Jn 11:25;  ,Jn 3:lG; Mk 16 :15 ) .  

(2)  Angels ministered to Christ. 
( 3 )  Nathanael,  the skeptic, i s  won. 



I n  our moments of doubt, Ict u s  recall Christ's l ife a.nd sacrificial death, 
crowned by H i s  vict,orious resurrection, and join in the  confession: "Thou 
art the Christ.  t he  Son of the  l iv jng  God." 

'I'T-JE TH1R:I.l S'UNDAY AFTER E P I P H A N Y  
MARK 1: 14-20 

T h e  opening' verses of o11r t.ext give the  g i s t  of Christ's llreaching a s  
" the  Gospel of the Kingdom of God," t ha t  is ,  t h e  good news tha t  the 
li'ather had llow s e n t  t h e  Son,  :is promised, t h a t  H e  might  set  up I-Iis 
gracious rule in  t h e  hearts  of men, bringing t h e m  to faith in Himself as 
t h e  Ch-rist it.he Messiah). How clearly H e  had  spoken of IXimself a s  the 
Messiah both i n  Sychar ( J n  4 :  25, 2G, 42) ,  nnd i n  Nazareth ( L k  4:21) .  
T h i s  was  the message He would preach to all who  would listen to  1'Iim for 
f f.ie three  years of His public ministry.  

Ru t  there  mus t  be provision for the  preaching  of this  message after  
His death,  resurrect ion,  and ascension. The  L o r d  therefore gathered dis- 
ciples who not  only would he w i t h  Him for a t ime,  as they were wi th  Him 
i n  Judnea,  hut  ~ i o u l d  follow throughout H i s  public ministry. Mark tells 
of t he  call of t h e  first of these fu ture  apostles of t h e  Lord. 

X a r k  says riotliing of Christ 's long discourse preached to t h e  multi- 
tudes froni Sinlon Peter 's ship,  nor  of their  launching  out into the  deep 
ivherc: they let  down their ne t s  for a. draught ,  nor  of Simon's reaction 
there  in  t,he s h i p :  "Depart from me,  for I an1 a sinful  luan, 0 Lord" (Lk 
5 :  1-9).  Mark proceeds a t  once l o  what  was undoubtedly up1)ermost in 
Peter 's  mind, the  call to  the  apostolatc: "Come y e  after ine, a n d  I will 
ma.ke you to becolne fishers of men." Note the i r  response. Straightway, a t  
once,  they left their  nets and followed FTin.1. They  lef t  their families, their 
l lon~es ,  a s  wive11 a s  their occupations. 

T h e  apostles were to devote themselves fu l ly  t o  the task of beconling 
fishers of men, to catch rile11 i n  the  net of the  Savior ,  which would rescue 
them frorn etel-na.1 ~ e r d i t i o n .  The  Lord is s t i l l  catching people today, 
saving  them through the preaching of I-Iis Word.  T h e  Lord is still  finding 
m e n  ill .various occupations today and calls t hem to become fishers of 
men .  They come from the  farm,  fro111 business, frorn the sea. They conle 
t o  t he  s e ~ n i n a r i e s  to be made fishers of men. The Lord does not  call a l l  
in to  the  fnll-tiinc ~ n i n i s t r y  of I-Iis Word. B u t  He blesses all who have 
learned to know and love Him,  giving all Chr is t ians  a n  opportunity 'to 
serve  ZIirn. Whatsoever we do  we  can do to  t h e  glory of God. 

ilIost sermon-hearers a r e  n o t  interested in  becoming full-time ministers 
of the  Word. They  might  be interested in knowing that  God still  calls 
peopie today as surely a s  ISe called the four fishermen and t h a t  i t  would 
b e  terrible fo r  one so called not  to preach t h e  Gospel (1 Cor 9:16). Not 
a l l  corlsider i t  a privilege to preach the  Gospel o r  t o  hear  i t  preached. Not 
a l l  people read  the  Rible careful ly enough. Not  a l l  a r e  prepared to leave 
family and fr iends for  Christ's sake, something which the Lord expects 
a l l  of us to be willixig. to do if necessary, a s  fo rmer  Jews, Mormons, and 
others lnust do when they turn to Christ (1 Cor 9 : 2 0 ) .  Xot all  go all out  
t o  sha re  the  G-ospel. Bu t  for  every two or  t h r e e  weak Christians there is 
o n e  who is s t rong,  fai thful ,  loving, listening t o  the preaching of the  
Word,  and  following his Lord. Be sure to recognize tha t  person, too. 



I. By asking the Lord  to rule in our  own hearts and  lives. 

A. With  His  forgiveness. 

F3. With I l i s  love. 

C. With  R i s  power. 

11. By following IIis orders explicitly. 

A. Knowing He  means us when He calls. 

H. Knowing H e  will be with us wherever I-Ie leads us. 

Has Cr3ars.r AI~IT.\I<EI) '1'0 YOU ? 

I .  1'10 not expect H im to ~0111~3 i n  visible form. 

A. As He came to Peter, Andrew, James, and John.  

13. A s  He came t.o the nlultitudes who heard I-Iis Word and  s a w  His 
rnil*a.c:les. 

IT. He comes today through the  l)reacliing of His  Word. 

A .  Giving us the  assurance of I-Iis love ( the  gospel of t he  Kingdon)) 

13. Giving us the  feeling of worth in H i s  kingdom. 

.I. Making us responsible for  the  reaching of His  Word. 

2. H ~ ~ i n g i n g  pcoplc to f a i t h  thl-ougli o11r witnessing. 

THli: P01JRTH SUXDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
MARK 1 : 21-28 

Our tes t  gives u s  more of t h e  Gospel of Jesns Christ,  t he  Son of God: 
the good ncws tha t  Jesus is t r u l y  the Son of God, who saves-in this 
inst:~ncct the Spir i t  t,eaches us tha t  I T e  saves fro111 the power of t he  devil. 

I.Te Caught the  people a s  one having authori ty.  fIe  had  the r ight  and  
Ihe  ]night SO to speak and act,  no  one being able t o  hinder Him. Xote His 
discourse with Nicodemus, who said, You are  n teacher conle froin God 
( J n  3 : 2 ) .  Jesus countered-after speaking of t he  need of reb i r th  through 
t.he Spirit---"we speak tha t  we do know a.nd testify tha t  we have  seen" 
( J n  3: 1.1). l l c  was  i l l  full collllllunion with the Father ,  having conle fronl 
IIirn ( J n  3 : 1 3 ) .  Gone were the days of His childhood where, a s  a mark  of 
H i s  humiliation, I i e  increased in  wisdonl (Lk 2 :  5 2 ) .  As a Prophet  I.Ie now 
spoke what  the Fa the r  had  given Hini t he  r ight  and  authori ty t o  speak 
( J n  12:49).  l le ,  the  God-man, was sent  by God. Being of t h e  God-head 
He was sent  to car ry  out  God's will a s  prophet, priest, and k ing ;  in all 
things obedient to the F a t h e r ;  given divine authori ty also a s  a man  to 
CRI-ry out; the will of God. H e  spoke with author i ty  as in  the Sermon on 
the  Mount, where  l i e  repeatedly colilpared His  teaching with t h a t  of the  
Scribes and  Pharisees (Mt  5 :  211, 27f, 31f, 33f).  

The '\+lord IIe spoke wi th  th i s  authori ty was often a Word of law. The 
power was in the  IVord to convict, t o  condemn, o r  to guide and direct 
hearers. H e  spoke the Gosl~el wi th  equal authori ty to save people and to 
s trengthen the  saved. This comes out i n  th is  t e s t  and in  every text  that. 



follows in th is  Epiphany season. On this occasion He freed a Illan froin 
Sat,a-n:s grasp. '.I'he devil a.nd his angels have a great, though limited, 
autllorit,y which they  usc consistelltly to seek t.0 destroy God's kingdom. 
J~~~~ llsed His authority against Satan and his demons. The s t rong gave 
way t o  the stronger (Lk  I l : 2 l f f ) .  With authority He coin~nanded t h e  
spil.it, to come ol.li and  i t  did. 

Pieper says on bodily possession (Vol. I, pp. 509, 610) :  "The devil, 
under (;ad's sufferance, takes possession of a man by personally dwelling 
jn him so t h a t  the  denioniac, bereft of the use of his reason and will, 
becolyles ille involuntary instrument of Satan. The hullIan pel-sonality 
110 lollger funci ions;  the devil in every person becomes the acting subject." 
o n  this subject  t h e  Holy Spirit convinces us tha t  we dare not question the  
authority of t h e  Word of God which tells US of bodily possession (Mk 1:34; 
Mt, S : 2 9 ;  Mk 9 :20ff) .  

Sonie sermon-hearers have difficulty with Scripture's descriptions of 
bodily possession. Satan, the father of lies, helps some to believe that he  
does not: even exist. Some believe that  Christ was nierely perpetuating, 
eit,her knowingly or unknowningly, the beliefs of His day. Such marks 
of Sa.tan's w o r k  inust be recognized for what they are. Some hearers a re  
slow to helieve even the comforting Gospel of salvation. 

11'72 e 0 , l i .  t l.in. e : 

I. FTe speaks  with authority. 
A .  He has the right to speak. (This 1na.y be developed as  both Law 

a.nd G-ospel, then and now, or vice sersa.) 

13. He h a s  the power to persuade inen with His Word. (This  too may 
be developed a.s Law and Gospel, then and now, or vice versa.) 

11. His 1night.y acts 1)rove His authority. 
A. Tho forces of evil not only recognized Him as Lord. 
H. They had  to bow under His comnlands. 

111. His powerful Word has been given to us today. 
A.  'Yo 1)ut down the forces of evil. 
13. To b r ing  lncrl to a knowledge of Christ arid Ilis love. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPI-IANY 
MARK 1: 29-39 

In  th is  t e x t  the Holy Spiri t  gives us more of "the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ-, t h e  Son  of God": the  good news tha t  Jesus is truly the Son of 
God who came to  save; in th is  instarlce IIe also provided His love for those 
He saved by freeing then1 of bodily ills and infirmities. 

>.:lark m a k e s  i t  very clear that  the incidents of our text: follow 
ilnlncdiately upon the  incident considered last Sunday. When they had 
collie out  of the  synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and 
Andrew and there  Jesus perfor~ned one of Ilis many miracles. 

When the prophets foretold the coming of Christ they stated that He  
would be recognized by I-Iis miracles. Jesus also pointed to thein as proof: 



"Go show John  :~gain the things that; ye do hec~r  and sce." Thcn H e  told 
of the  iniracles tha t  He was performing. They were  the  outwa.rd proofs of 
His deity which l~roclaimed IIinl the 3Iessinll i~romised  in  tlrie Scrigtu1.e~ 
(Mt 11: 4 ) .  They authenticated I-Iis inessage as miracles authent.ilcat.ed the: 
message of t he  prophets and apostles. 

Today God no longer gives lllelz miracle-working power f o r  there is 
no need of auiheiiticating the  message of anyone today. -\Ye h2it.e tile 
Scriptures which the Holy Spir i t  assures u s  a r e  t he  Word of God. 

Mark leaves n o  q~~estl:.oii about, :L nliracle having beer1 perforlned. 
Sillion's wife's inother was sick with a very great  fever (cf. L k  4:35). 
Christ hea.led her .  Immediately she rose and ministered to tliem. The fcver 
departed irllniediatel y arid 1,he .weakness too. 

To i ~ n : ~ g i n e  ~ v h a t  happened tha t  evening, go through the wards  o f  a 
hospital. See the  child suffering fro111 l e ~ ~ k a e i n i a ,  the 1)atient i n  the last, 
weeks of t.er111inal cancer, the  ar thri t ic .  Go also illto the l~sychia i r ic  ward. 
Write a case history of  each of these. Think  of xvhxt sickness and disease 
does, not only for the person afflicted, h u t  for the fam.ily. 

Xow go with Christ. to  one after another  of people so burdened with 
sickness and disease. See Hi111 inlnlediately restoring illenl t o  heal th.  Wri te  
a case history of these people with their  f a~n i l i e s  af ter  the heal ing has  
t.aken place. Bu t  lest we get t-,oo caught. up  wi th  His miracles of healing, 
Christ. needs to reinirld us a s  I l e  did the people of His  day t h a t  13s grea t  
ljurpose is to get the Word out to l~eople "of every city and village." Ear ly  
i l l  His  ministry Ue callle esgecially to preach (Mk 1 : 3 8 ) .  T h i s  was Ilis 
work a s  prophet. Later He would serve esl~ecially a s  ~ r i e s t ,  giving His 
life .for tlie s ins  of the world. And tha t  especially i s  what  Hc preached 
about. 

Many sermon-hearers today believe tha t  iniracle-working ~ o w e r  is 
still giver1 to people. Others question whether such power was ever given 
lo geoyle. They speak of the power of mind over lnat ter  and  suggest  that. 
Christ used this ~ o w e i -  ill h i s  "miracles." But  they cannot rule o u t  llliracles 
without rejecting tile Word of God. Many a r e  doing that ,  too. 

Many look for Christ's love to show itself jn healing. If i t  i s  not there. 
is (.here love a t  al l?  They forget that  Christ's chief purpose w a s  to save;  
that  He often used sickness t o  draw men to W i ~ n  that  FIe migh t  speak to  
them tlie Word of life. The  faithful in the  congregation know al l  of t h i s  
but still  need the  conlfort and  assurance of God's love. Remember to in- 
clude a prayer  for those suffering in the  hospitals o r  a t  holile tha t  God 
would relieve then1 of their illness, or give then1 strength to bea r  i t  t o  H i s  
glory. 

The  0 z t  I. l,i?l e : 

I. His  heal ing Word brought instant  relief. 

A. Peter 's  mother-in-law was  instantly healed. 

B. He healed all who came to I-Iim a t  Capernaunl instantly. 

C. He t h u s  groved I-Iimself the grol~lised Christ, 

11. T h a t  hea l ing  Word js  still  t o  be preached today 

A. Christ  still  has  compassion for all  who a re  i l l .  



1.3. H'e still promises healing in answer  1.0 prayer where this is for our 
gooil. 

111:. H i s  s n v i ~ ~ g  word still offers people His  greatest gifts. 

A. Chrjst ~ r o ~ e d  tf.lis in the way He relaled His miracles to His 
preaching. 

11. He showed i t  especially by l imiting miraele-working powel: to  the 
xpostolic age. 

C:. He wants u s  t,o t rust  in. Hiin especially a.s Savior and to expect His 
(?arthi y blessi~igs only where tlzey are for our good. 

$1 J R 

SIXrl'H SUNI>i lY AITrTER EPIPHANY 
MARK 1 : 40-45 

This is the  first G o s ~ e l  record the  Holy Spirit gives of Christ cleansing 
a leper. Jesus had spoken of t.he healing of lepers in Old Testament 
times !Lk 4 : 2 7 ) .  He had also mentioned the healing of lepers when proving 
to the disciples of Joh11 that He was  the Messiah. But only one other 
record is g i w n  of the  actual healing of lepers, namely, the ten lepers on 
the way to .Jerusalem (Lk 1 7  : 1 2 ) .  

I t  was s dread disease; i t  showed u p  in  the skin but went much 
deeper-oftm disfigur.ed faces, hands, feec. I personally saw stunlps left 
o f  feet of victilns i n  the lel?rosa~.ium in Xew Guinea, where sisters of 
mercy arc-: doing all, the?: can to prevent the disease froin spreading. They 
give some relief, but: cures are very few and far between. 

No records occur in  the Old Testa:nent of actaal cures of leprosy escept 
the miraculous cures of Miriain (Km 12:15) and Xaainan ( 2  K 5 : l f ) .  
Moses was given a sign of leprosy so dramatic that  i t  a t  once gained the 
acceptance of Moses by the children of Israel (Ex 4 : 6 ) .  

This emphasizes the great faith of the  leper ~ 1 1 0  came to Jesus saying, 
"If thou wilt, t.hou canst make me clean.'' He recognized Jesus a s  the 
Messiah. The law had  made him a n  outcast. He m a s  to  cry from afar, 
"Unclcan, unc:lean." B u t  even lepers got  news fro111 their  loved ones con- 
cerning the Christ who could heal the  sick of their diseases a.nd torments 
--yes, could even dr ive  out devils (Mt 4 : 2 4 ) .  He came to Jesus in liurnble 
fai th? not questioning Christ's power and  love. But  he left the decision 
to hea.1 to Christ. Jesus,  moved with compassion. p u t  fort11 His l ia~ld  a.nd 
touched him a.nd said, "I  will, be clean" (Mk 1 : l l ) .  

The sisters of lllercy in New Guinea touch lepers continuously, al- 
though using every precaution against the spread of the disease. But for 
one seeing legrosq- for the first time even to conle near t.he victims is 
difficult, especially when they reach out  their hands for assurance that  
you a r e  not afraid of them. I feel certain that is why Jesus touclied this 
leper. Then with His  Word IIe performed a rnirac.1~. The leper wa.s imme- 
diately cleansed. 

I t  was important tha t  he show himself to the priest. Thus he received 
assurance that he was cereliloniaI1~ clean. He could go home, attend the 
synagogue, and live in his co~nmunity.  As R. leper. if  he did at tend tbe 
synagogue, he had t o  be separated froln others by a screen. No\?: the 
barriers were ta.ken away. 



Many who l.)reach about leprosy get away froill the disease itself ; i l d  
speak of t h e  leprosy of sin. T h a t  can be brought  in only by inference. Sill 
also makes people unclean. I t  sets  up barriers.  But  these t r u t h s  a re  so  
clearly taught  elsewhere in  Scripture tha t  the  ac:connt of t he  healing of 
the leper ought  not be used for  th is  pnrl~ose.  

E'eoyle generally do not l ike to see the  sick and  the  s~iff'eririg, especially 
those afflicted with s serious illness. I t  is difficult for  them to reach out to 
people in the i r  ~nisery .  They close their eyes to  suffering unti l  i t  strikes 
their family, their  own body. They consider i t  perfectly na tura l  that. 
Christ reached out  to lepers. H e  could help t.hem. They seem not .to 
appreciate t ha t  their own cornpassion might  mean much to t h e  people 
who  a r e  ill. Sonie do not know a t  all what  to s ay  to thc sick. T h a n k  God. 
that is not t rue  of all. Guided by the Spirit ,  Christian doctors, nurses, 
and 111czriy others  a re  often wonderful esalnples of Christian love. ~0112- 

passion and help, who need encourage~nent  to carry on the i r  iinportant 
work. 

7'11,t. 0 l . ~ f  l in  c : 

I. J3elieve in His  conigassion for the afflicted. 

1.1. Trus t  ill His  power to hea l  ( t he  seriousness of the disease of leljros): 
suggests thnt  even the most  serious of diseases today can he c11l.ed b y  
the L o r d ) .  

TIT. 13old firmly to Elis Word for a n  answer to your yr'ayers. (People Ilesi- 
talx to  p ray  for what  they consider inlpossible. On the one h a i i d ~  the?; 
lllust never be told tha t  the  Lord answers every prayer  exactly the 
way \ye gray  it ,  if  we pray with sufficient fai th.  They  sllould know, 
on the other  hand,  that  the Lord hears every prayer and will a.ns!vel. 
it as Jlis lose dictates.) 

I .  H e  has power t o  help where man knows no help. 

11. Acco~'cling to His gracious will, He regulates our li.ires (we c:\n ask 
IJim for anything,  knowirlg tha t  if  i t  i s  for our good He will give i t  
to u s ) .  

XII. 111 Hi s  lose  and  coml)assion H e  reaches out  to us in our  every need. 
(Here  we would point out  thnt,  regardless of t he  answer tha t  He gives. 
it will alwttys bc for our good. Every fai thful  Christian ~v i l l  test i fy to 
t h e  t ru th  of this  s tatement .)  

I V .  T h r o ~ ~ g h  the  help tha t  I-Ie offers He invites al l  men to colne to 'Hill1 

M J S  

THE SEVENTI-I STJNLIAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
MARK 2 : l -12  

Here  Mark i s  inspired to  record an instance where Jesus was COIl- 

fronted by some of the religious leaders  of His  day, xvho a t  once accused 
Him of blasphemy. Mark's nar ra t ive  moves quickly over detai ls  to the 
important  t ru ths  h e  wants to present .  



Homiletical Studies 

'Jesus returned to  Cayernaum. The people of the commnnity gathered ,,, the  ho11se where Jesus was staying. They filled the house and the 
collr.tyard. There  was not even standing room. Yet five more cane,  four 

a. ~na.t tress with a fifth lying on it helpIessly afflicted. They were 
a.ll rllen of strong faith, which they proved by taking their sick friend onto 

Ll , e  ~nshin:: aside the roof covering and letting the  nziin down 
before Jesus'  feet. They believed not just in Jesus' miracle-working power, 
b l l t  i n  .Jesus, the Sol1 of God. 

.jesus, seeing. their faith, said to the man sick of the palsy, "Son, thy 
, i n s  be forgiven thee." With these words I l e  cziused tlle Scribes to  rise 
ull aga.illst Hilrl a s  have many commenta.tors today. Some say Jesus was 
sllowjllg t.he close relationship between sin and sickness, tha.t before He 

hea.1 the  sickness of this man Tle had first of all to take awa.y his 
sill. That,  suggests the man was still unconverted, which is  ruled out by 
t.11~ t e s t .  It. also suggests t h a t  no forgiven Christian would have sickness 
so grea t ,  which is disprored by Scripture, which repeatedly speaks of the 
s ickness  a n d  suffering of God's saints on earth. 

Some illnesses f o l l o ~ -  upon people's sins. Cirrhosis of the liver is a t  
t i l l~es  due  to excessive use of alcohol. Many, however, have been afflicted 
\\:ith cirrhosis who nlay never have inlbibed a t  all. Somc? a r e  nlaimed for 
life because  of reckless driving, but i t  may have been the sinful reckless 
driving of another. 

Jesus  was  n.sked about the Inan who had been born blind, whether i t  
\\;as fie who had sinned or his parents. Jesus answered that  neither the 
lil:lrl no r  his  parents had sinned to cause the  blindness ( Jn  9 :  2, 3) .  Sonle 
C:o)*inthians were sick because of a n~ isuse  of the Sacrenlent (I Cor 11:30).  
:Many in Israel were idolaters, fornicators, and m u ~ m u r e d  against God? 
Lor all of \vhicl~ God ca.nsed then1 sufferings (1 Cor 10:7P). Tlie Lord also 
ye'i.l.njtted sickness for His own glory that  He might be manifested a.s 
1h.e Soil of God. I t  is important to keep these differences in  mind a s  we 
s tudy  our  text. 

%'he Lord assured the  lnan sick of the palsy of forgiveness a s  His 
w e a t e s t  gift., and H e  proved that H e  had the right to forgive sins with 
t,he rlliracle of healing. H e  proved i t  a.lso by reading the thoughts of the 
Scribes, thoughts that they believed they were concealing in their hearts. 

Th i s  is the first record in the Synoptics of Christ's use of the name 
"Son of Man." Jesus always used this name to point to Himself as eventu- 
i l l l ~ '  :iudgin.g the world (Da 7:13) ,  eniphasizing not His humanity but His 
deity. I t  w a s  a Messianic title but not recognized by most men until 
Christ ,  arraigned before the  high priest and asked i f  He was the Son of 
God, answered "Yes." "Heareafter shall ye see the Son of Man sit on the 
r ight  hand  of the power of God" (Lk 22:69 ) .  This clear reference to 
jlaniel 's prophecy was what c a ~ s e d  them then to conde~nn Hinl to death. 
$0 in  o u r  passage Jesus is  not speaking especially of His humanity hut 
of t h e  f a c t  that  He, the judgs of the world, has the power on earth to 
forgive s ins .  He gives t h a t  forgiveness to  all who are penitent heye on 

On t h e  judgment throne Hc will judge then1 according to His Word: 
''He tha t  believeth shall be saved; he that  believeth not shall be damned" 
thlk 16 :  1 6 ) .  

Not all Christians appreciate forgiveness of sins. Satan directs their 
:ttLcntion t o  other things. People are too concerned with thc  body. Many 



doubt God's love for' t.hem. Sickness suggests tha t  God is angry.  On the  
other hand  some are able to suffer pain cheerfully, committ ing thelnselves 
completely into the hands of the Lord. Yet t hey  need comfort a n d  encour- 
agement to continue doing wha t  the Spir i t  enables thein to  do. 

T h e  OxtZ.in,r:: 

C11111~'l''~ Gr.Ol!Io[i~ WO1<7i~: -1 &IANIv~~:s'~':~'~'IoX Ob' F ~ I R  1~0\.1;: 

T. What  love He shows as We forgives the s ins  of His  own. 

A. A love tha t  required H i s  death to  earn it,. 

B. A love tha t  reaches out  to sli ( H e  even reaches out  to I i i s  enemies 
seeking to convince them of H i s  person and work ) .  

11. What  love H e  shows in Hi s  concern for  peoplc's bodily needs. 

i\. Most of I-Iis miracles gave bodily healing to people of His day. 

13. I t  is comforting for' us to know Him a s  the sanie. yesterday, today, 
and forever. 

i~o~u:r\~~;s~!;ss Is Crrr{rs'r's GI<ISA'I'ES'~ G I I ~ I '  7 '0  :SHE ~VOI;T , I )  

I. I t  is the answer to our greatest need. 

IT. .It; helps u s  to face every other  need with confidence i n  God's love. 

T.I-IE TRANSFIGURATION O F  OUR L O R D  
T E X T :  MARK 9 :2-9 

.Jesus had loid the disciples of I-Iis impending suffering and death 
( M k  S:31.). Then He told thein not t o  be ashamed of H i m  and  they \vould 
see H i m  in H i s  glory a t  His coming (Mk  8:34, 3 8 ) .  S i s  days af ter  this,  
&lark tells us, the transfiguration took place ( M k  9 :  2 ) .  Here  is truly ail 
Epiphany rnessagc recorded by the  S ~ i r i t  for our  learning and  comfort. It, 
sElows Christ's deity, His glory, arid His work. 

Peter ,  .lames, and John were with Hirn at the  time. They h a d  beer1 with 
Hirn also a t  the  raising of Jairus '  daughter ( M k  5 : 3 7 )  a n d  later in 
Get.hsclnarie (NIk 1 4 : 3 3 ) .  They had also witnessed most,  if not  all, tha t  
Mark had  said of Jesus i n  his  Gospel: His  baptism with i ts  lnanifestations 
of glory (3Ik 1 : 1 0 f ) ;  the call of the first disciples (Jn 1:43-51); the 
beginning of their  t raining a s  fishers of men ( N k  1:14-20) ; the  driving 
out  of an  unclean spir i t  ( M k  :1: 21-28) ; the healings in Capernaunl ( M k  
1 :  29-29) ; the hea.ling of a leper ( M k  1:40-44) ; and tha t  of t h e  paralytic 
(!VIk 2:l-1.2). In  t he  transfiguration we have a culnlination of al l  of this. 
Here  Christ clearly shows Hi s  divine glory colnnlunicated to  H i s  human 
nature,  the glory of the only begotten of the  Fa the r  ( Jn  1 :14) ,  t h e  honor 
and  glory which H e  received from the li'ather ( 2  Pe t  1 :17 ) .  

Much could also be said of t he  cloud, the symbol of God's glory, which 
appeared on the  mountain a s  it appeared in  the  holy of holies in t h e  
t e ~ n p l e ;  of the  Father 's  declaration tha t  Christ. was the  promised One; of 
t he  three  witnesses who were to  tell others of th is  great  experience af te r  
Christ's resurrection (Mk 9:9) .  R u t  space does not  permit; a retelling. 

After this  glorious event Chriot would st i l l  continue on earth.  H e  
mus t  s t i l l  suffer and  die a s  the  Savior. Moses a n d  Eli jah spoke t o  Him of 



this--%Ioses a s  rctprcsentativc? of the law, Elijah a s  representative of t h e  
Prophets .  He showed His  glory to them and to the disciples a s  a proof t h a t  
He was  t ru ly  the God-man, who, a s  God, gave worth to  all t h a t  H e  did fo r  
t h e  salvat ion of t he  world. 

The  purposes of this  glorious event? Pe ter  did not understand them a t  
o n c e ;  la te r  they became clear:  The Spir i t  Mras strengthening Christ for  
H i s  passion and  with this  manifestation of glory H e  was strengthening 
P e t e r ' s  fa i th  as H e  stilI strengthens ours. On Him we build our hope t h a t  
o n  t h e  las t  day  we too will be glorified (1 Cor 1 5 ) .  

Imagine the hearers  a s  being no nlore greyared for such a glorious 
man i fe s t a t ion  than were the  disciples. People seldom think of the  glorified 
body they will have in  heaven and of Christ who is now i n  all His  glory. 
They 1jictul.e Christ as t h e  Good Shepherd and on the Cross, which i s  
i m p o r t a n t  fo r  their faith, but  they should also see Him in His glory. T h e  
t e s t  gives occasion for this.  

I f ' I l  c Olltl . i l7.~ : 

I .  As Christ  was glorified in I-Iis body, so will we be glorified. 

11. T h e  salvation of which I-Ic spoke on t h e  rnountain will be ours for- 
ever anil ever. 

I .  Christ  is t ruly the  Son of God. 
A. As a11 Epiphany lessons showed. 
B. As this incident shows most clearly 

11. Christ  is t ruly Savior. 
A. lMoses and Eli jah spoke of H i s  death. 
I3. Christ  often spoke of i t  as His  1)uryosc in coming ( H e  did so just  

before His transfiguration). 

C. T h e  1-Ioly Spir i t  has  recorded this  lnessage for our comfort. 

I .  Is  was enough to s trengthen Christ for His impending passion. 

11. I t  i s  enough to s trengthen us with fa i th  and  hope for the  life to come. 

111. I t  is enough to fill us  wi th  love for Hinl while we wait for His corning. 




