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HOMILETICAL STUDIES 
ASH WEDNESDAY : MATTHEW 6 :  1-6 ( 16- I. 5 )  ( 1  9-2 1 ) 
T h e  name A s h  Wednesday is taken  f rom t h e  medieval t r a d i t i o n  of t h e  

pen i ten t s  t h r o \ r i n g  ashes on the i r  heads,  l an ien t ing  over the i r  s i n s .  The 
t e x t  places t h e  e~l~y?hrtsis 11pon proper  n l m s g i ~ l i n ~ ,  fas t ing,  a n d  prayer .  
T h e r e  js no  roorn for work-rig1iteousncss. J c s u s  w a r n s  a g a i n s t  self- 
app lausc  o r  csl?ect:ilig rewards  for o u r  sp i r i tua l  efforts. All t h i n g s  d o n e  are 
done  fo r  Tliln, h e c a ~ ~ s e  of R i m ,  a n d  to  ITin~ alone!  T h e r e  is  no  room f o r  
llypocrisy in thesc! :icts. Wc a r e  also eshorte i i  to  l a y  hold of sp i r i tua l  
t reasures .  

I ? I ~ T O C ! Y I C ~ ~ O ~ L :  When n 1)crsori i s  justified by  f a i t h  in Chris t ,  good works  
will follow. I-Ie does these o u t  of love for God; fo r  the  xlory of G o d ;  a n d  
fo r  t.he henefit of h i s  neighbor. H o w  impor tan t  i t  is t h a t  good w o r k s  riever 
beco~nc  thsL wllich is done ostenf:nt. io~~sly.  

A .  I je\vare of being ostentat ious  a s  is  the Ziyl)ocrif.t?. 
Self-serving i s  no(. serving God ( M t  5 :  16)  

13. Our  givirig is as good a s  o u r  hear t ' s  n ~ o t i v e s .  

C. A n  illristr.t~tion of g iv ing :  
"Sonle h a v e  n111ch nud give li t t le.  

Sollie Iiilvc? 1it.lle give much .  
Some have  l i l  t;le a n d  give-! all." 

T 1 .  l3r;\yc?l. 

11. 1\11 rriust be said 101- Ills s a k e  a i d  for  1-Iis s a k e  aloiie. 

I. \.I:or.cls lor  t h e  appl.oval of nleli go no deel?el. t h m  t h e  l ips .  
2 .  '.l'hcy a r e  ac1:ol.s nslio utt.er ~ r o r d s  t h a t  thcy do not  inward ly  

posscss (%I t  7 : 1 5 ) .  

13. 'l'l:c? I~,ord's 1 '1~1yer discusses the  facets of good prayers  ( ~ v 9 - 1 3 ) .  

111. l p a s i  i 1 . 1 ~  

X. Seek not self-w1)~)lausc or lxwards  fo r  our  s l~i t - i tual  eft'o1.t~ ( I  Cos 
1 O : Y L ) .  

13. l )o  not: look upoti fas t ing 01- other  \vorks as a means  of work-  
~ ~ i g l i t c n l ~ s n e s s .  

1. Si.11 \:i\lioll is unmeri ted,  u ~ i c a r n e d ,  undeserved (Ro 3:  2 2 ) .  
2. 11 i s  t,he i~n])uted r i g h t e o ~ ~ s l ~ e s s  th rough  faith in  C h r i s t  t h a t  

sa\ ,es ( : 2  C ~ I '  5 :  1 9 ) .  

I\:. 'I'rcinsurcs 

A.  Dc?finit.inli: thal. whicli a nzan ~ljcjnds t ime  a n d  effort to obtain .  

13. 'I'ho ol~ject.i\:cs of his hear t  ( ~ 3 1 ) .  

C. R;irt.hly trctasurcs. 
1.  (lor~,ul,t.ihle and 1)recarinus (,Jas 5 : 2 ) .  
2. If we w o r k  for  them o u r  h c a r t s  urill he s e t  on ea r th ly  t h i n g s .  

11. J>lea.venly t r e n s u r c ~ .  

1 .  Jncorrupt ible  a n d  secure  ( 1  Pe 1 . 3 ) .  



2. If we work for then1 our hearts  will remain on t h e  eternal. 
3. Jesus speaks a n  inlperative to l a y  up treasures i n  the  r ight  place 

(v20).  

We should not do works sul~erficially for the  recognition of others. W e  
a re  to d raw upon God to  shape our desires and nlotives for Hinl and to 
Him alone. 

W G H  

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT: MARK 1 : 12-1 5 
During  the days of Lent  the scene of warfare is i n  our soul. W e  

receive inspiration for the  battle from knowing tha t  Jesus  fights for us. 
We a r e  no t  alone He understands. H e  enters  the desert of self-denial. I n  
the wilderness, Jesus faced the  prince of t he  world. Christ was  victorious. 
Christ in  u s  will give us t h e  victory. 

I n t r o d u c t i o n :  Jesus would begin His  public lninistry i n  Galilee by the  
preaching of the Kingdom of God,  repentance, and "believe the Gospel!" 
There was  a n  obstacle: Sa tan .  We witness h i s  attack, the  combat, and  the  

? ! TIIE TE~I~"I'ATXOS 01; CIIHISI' 

I. T h e  reasons for the  temptation by Satan.  

A. Sa t an  attenlpts to bring about man's  eternal ruin. 
B. F o r  u s  to see God's help in  our hours of trial. 
C. F o r  us to have an example to follow in  times of temptation. 
D. F o r  u s  to rely upon Christ's grace to  give us victory (I  Cor 10: 13) .  

11. T h e  resul tant  victory; Satan's temptations fail. 

1. T h e  Saviour's victory by the  use of the weapons of the  Scripture 
( E p h  6:17).  

2.  Sa tan  departs for a season. 
3. Angels minister t o  Christ,  and  they minister to us ( P s  91:11, 12). 

111. The beg-inning of Christ's public ministry follows the temptation. 

A. T h e  divine visita1,ion begins. 
1. T h e  arrival in  Galilee. 
2. John's  impr isonn~ent .  

B. T h e  message of the  divine preacher. 

1. T h e  true na tu re  of the  Kingdom of God is not  political but 
spiritual.  

2. Repent! Believe the  Gospel! (Ro 3 :  23-25). 

There is nothing. so persistent as  temptation. There is nothing so  fa i thfu l  
as  God's help at  those mornents. Lead us, guide us, s t rengthen us, Lord 
Jesus, in  all trials so tha t  nothing will take away the "one th ing  needful"! 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT: MARK 8:31-38 

It is Reminiscere Sunday.  We know of God's mercy a n d  of His  stead- 
fast love. W e  must  recall how often we forget what  value God has  placed 



upon our  souls. The  high value tha t  G-od   laces lipon our souls is apparent 
from the  fact t ha t  Re did not deem the  suffering and death of His  own 
Son too great a yrice to pay for  them. In the text  the hour  h a d  come for  
Jesus to bring the  discil~les to t h a t  knowledge of what  i t  was going to cost 
to redeem the souls of men. T h e  price was to be Hi s  life! Our divine Lord 
prophesies of H i s  rejection, suffering, and  death. Sinlon Peter  (vv32, 33) 
at tempts to dissuade Jesus from going through wi th  H i s  prediction, show- 
ing tha t  he and  the others d id  not understand the  value of t h e  human 
soul in God's eyes. 13ut Jesus teaches (vv34-38) a different view of the  
soul. M a n  either loolis upon t h e  soul a s  non-existant or  a s  of l i t t le  value. 
But (;oil regards the soul a s  higher in value t h a n  anyth ing  else. God ran-  
soms the  sol11 ( I  Pe 1: 18) .  T h e  redeemed Christ ian should gladly take up 
his cross; even if its costs his  life, he will save i t  (v35b). 

Z?ltrodl~ction.: Since the beginning of history philosophers have  argued 
over t he  question of t he  soul. I t s  existence i n  this  life? I t s  continued 
existence after death? Human  reason fails in  t h e  quest for  answers. Jesus 
is the final answer to the  questions about the soul :  

Tllr. Vnr,r,l: o r  rrlr.: Sor:r, 

'I. 'l'he sonl as judged by man.  

A .  Sonic? deny thc existence of the soul. 

I. Epicureans ( I  Cor. 1 5 : 3 2 ) .  
2.  hIodern-day athiests.  

B. Ot.hers place s low value on the  soul. 

1. Thcil* chief intc?rests a r e  in the body ( I  J n  2 :  16). 
2. Their  c:hjef iriterests a r e  in the world ( I  Tm 6 : 9 )  

11. The soul a s  judged 1)y God. 

A. God's high regard for t he  soul. 

1. God's and man's views are totally contrary.  
2. The  entire world is of less value tha t  t he  soul 
3. The soul is inimortal (Ec  1 2 :  7 ) .  

13. Cod ransonis the soul. 

1. A l l  human efforts fail to redeem the soul. 
2. Tlic~ price for the salvation of the soul is t he  sacrifice of God's 

own Son (Re 5 : 9 ) .  

Becansc? God values the  soul so highly, the Christian should eagerly lay  
hold of the  forgiveness of s ins by  faith in  the  Redeemer and gladly t ake  
up  his cross, even if i t  brings suffering, for glory awaits! 

W G H  

THIRD SUNDAY I N  LENT: JOHN 2: 13-22 

Contrary to the  often portrayed "nleek and mild" Jesus, these verses 
speak of s t rength  and violence. T h e  money-changers a r e  driven ou t  of t he  
Temple. Jcsus and  His parents made their  annual  journey for  t he  Feas t  
of thc Passover (Ex 23: 17), when ,Jerusalem received pilgrims from rnany 
lauds. Sta.11~ for the money-changers were se t  up. ( D t  14:22ff allowed 
the  EIebrew who traveled a distance to purchase the sacrificed animals  h e  



needed. He also had to pay the temple-tribute. Egyptian,  Persian, Roman,  
and other inoneys circulated in the country.) Grecd and power entered 
in, innking i ts  headquarters in the Temple (~14). T h e  Church will always 
have its unbelieving leaders, preachers who turn  the  soul-saving Gospel 
to "gimmicks" of t he  age and professors who t u r n  fro111 t h e  powerful 
Word of God to theories of luen. 

Int?-odz~ct ion:  "We must  do all in  our power to maintain,  1)romote, and  
extend our Church by prayer, pcrsorlal service, and financial support" ( T h e  
Synodical Catechism, p.  136).  There are,  liowever, illany forces seeking to 
annihi late  the  Church. Jesus discusses two such deadly forces. 

I .  H e  drives the  coxnmercialism from the  temple. 

A. God and lnailiinon can become rivals within the sanctuary (Mt 
6 : 2 4 ) .  Hewarc of the elnphasis on sales, snppcrs, worldly schemes. 

13. .Jesus asserts  His  authority by purging the temple. "My Father 's  
house is not  a house of merchandise" (vlG).  

C. By using the Word, !ye must  drive out othcr cnenlies within the 
Church. 
1. Mechanical observation of the  liturgy. 
2. Prayer  reduced to babbling (Mt 6 :  7 ) .  
3.  Power-bases, cliques, self-serving organizations. 

11. Jesus encounters t he  unbelief of t h e  leaders of t he  sanctuary. 

A. They recluest a sign. 
I .  They had  previously rejected the call of repentance from John 

the Raptist ( M k  3 : 2). 
2. They were unbelievers who only wanted a sign to discredit H im.  

.B. He speaks of a future sign. H i s  refers to I l is  crucifixion, death, and  
resurrection as the ultiinate s t amp  of approval on all His  ac ts  (vv 
1 9 , 2 1 ) .  

C. Unbelief rejects the sign, rejects the gift of t h e  forgiveness of s ins,  
rejects life eternal (Is 66:  2 4 )  ! 

O n  behalf of the Chnrch, we ask God to help us s t and  strong against  all  
evil brought within i t s  rnidst by the work of the nnholy t r in i ty :  the devil, 
the  world, and  our flesh, as  i t  seeks t o  undermine its godly purposes. 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT: JOEIN 3 : 14-2 1 

The  chapter opens with the conversation between Jcsus and  Nicodemus, 
a member of the Pharisees, a rrienlber of the Sanhedrin,  and  a rabbi  
educated in the Scriptures. H e  comes by night out of fear of being seen 
a n d  critized. Jesus has  illade an  i ~ l ~ p r e s s i o n  on h im but  Nicodenlus i s  not 
now a follower, only an invesligator. In  the long conversation between 
the  two, Jesus gives a sunlmary of His  teachings concerning judgment, 
regeneration, God's love, salvation, belief, and unbelief. Our text t u r n s  to 
the contrast of belief and unbelief. 



In.trorl?~ction.: I n  this  important  conversation between Jesus  and 
Nicodcnlus, our  Lord  speaks of t h e  blessedness of belief i n  Hinl a n d  of the  
tragedy of unbelief. Can there by any  other t r u t h  more worth listerling to? 

C,ILIL'IH,I: CO;\IYARI.:S T l T I S  RET,IEVER AXIil, THE N O N - ~ ~ T C I , ~ I S V E I ~  ' I 3  h 

Co.y \:r.:~ts;\~rox TVITIT XIC~I)EMT:S 

I. They differ in their judgnlent on Him and His  work. 

A.  Fai th accepts Christ as the God-man. 

.B. Faith accepts Hinl as the Redeemer ( R o  5:  1). 

C. Tlnhelief sees Jesus a s  "just another  good man": a teacher, a 
phi1osoy)her. 

L). The unbeliever has no Redeemer (Mt 25: 46a). 

11. They differ in their- works. 

A .  Faith produces good works. 
1. These works are not, perfect (Php 3 :  2 ) .  
2. 17ailh strives towards the  high ideals of the  Christian life 

(Ga 5:22-20). 

J3 The unbeliever's works. 
I.. Sin pervades all his works (Ga 5 : 19-21). 
2. God's final verdict on his works: "Workers of iniquity" (Lk 

3 :27) .  

111. Thcy differ in their Anal condition. 

A. Faith reaps salvation. 
1. ii s ta te  of bliss (IEo 2 1 :  3 . 4 ) .  
2. Eternal  life ( J n  3 :  1 6 ) .  

H. TJnbel ic!f reaps damnation. 
1.. h s ta te  of torment. 
3. Eternal  punishment (hi t  25:41). 

Nicodernus believed the t ru th  of Christ's words. H e  became a. follower of 
Jesus ( J n  1 3 : 2 9 ) .  May wc! all realize the difference between t h e  believer 
and the non-believer and beco~nc? a disciple of I-Iis, remaining faithful unto 
death and "receiving the crow-1-11 of life." 

W G H  

FIFTH SUNDAY TN LENT: JOHN 12:20-33 

Christ had made his t r iumphal  entry into Jerusaleln on t h a t  first 
Palm Sunday. John  records tha t  t he  crowd gathered because they heard of 
his raising Lazarus  after four- days in the  grare .  The drawing of this  
grcnl  crowd forced the co~lclusion upon the Pharisees:  "the whole world 
has gotle after llini" ( J n  12: 1 9 ) .  111 this crowd was a group identified here 
;IS "Greeks" ( v 2 0 ) ,  prot)ably Jewish ~ r o s e l y t e s  from the Gentiles who had 
comc lo celebrate the  Pa.ssover in Jerusalem. They make the  request to see 
Jesus and are  b r o u g h t  to him by - indrew and Philip. Jesus, whether direct- 
ly o r  indirectly, nlakes a n  astounding series of statements. Given the  
Messianic t : s ~ e c t a t i o ~ i s  of the Jews at  this  t ime,  Jesus seemingly placer, 
contl.ndictory things side by side. The  time had  come for "the Son of Man 
to  be glorified" ( ~ 2 3 ) .  This statement would have  aronsed in h i s  httarctrs 
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anticipat ior~ of a. conquering hero. Flowever, sribscquent s tatements  left 
t h a n  bewilderedt for  Jesus spoke not  in  te r~i i s  of conquestl but  in te rms of 
sacrifice and  death (v32, 33) .  

The  believer, drawn in fai th to t he  one lifted up, dies to s in  a n d  rises 
to t h e  life of righteousness a n d  thus  serves Christ.  The Father  is thereby 
glorified, and the  believer is honored by the Fa the r  as one of his  own (v25- 
26 ) .  

I?7L?.o(l,t~(:ti0?7,: People often have preconceived ideas about the  person 
arid ministry of .Jesus Christ. It hinders  them from accegting Christ  in 
t he  fullriess of His saving, life-giving yower. Ra the r  t han  glorifying Christ 
a n d  the Father  through Ninl by giving thcnisel~les to the service of their 
God, they a re  content  to f r i t te r  life away in a. lack of purpose or ~neaning .  
Qodl's people a re  sumllioned again to the gnrpose of the Son of Man 
glorified through them. 

TIII:: Sox ov MAX (';~,OI<II'.IEI) 

I. ,fhe Glory Given By the Father .  
A. The voice tha t  came from heaven a t  H i s  baptism and transfigura- 

tion. 

TI. Thc  voice heard on this  occasion, "I have glorified i t ,  and  I will 
glorify jt again" ( ~ 2 8 ,  29) .  

11. The  Glory revealed in the Cross and Empty Tomb. 
A. Now t h e  ruler  of the world will be cast out  (v31).  
13. Christ will be  lifted up  and draw all Inen t o  himself ( ~ 3 2 ) .  

C. In tha t  death,  life will coine ( the  grain of wheat:  resurrection) 
( ~ 2 4 ) .  

111. The Glory in and  t.hrough H i s  li'ollowers. 

A. Those drawn to Hjni in whom the glory of salvation shines. 
13. Those who  die to sin and give their life t o  Christ, who folIow him, 

who serve  hi111 ( ~ 2 5 ) .  

C. Christ is glorified and through Him the Bather .  

Gonc l z~o io~z :  Nay we be led by the  power of t h e  Holy Spir i t  t o  manifest 
t he  glory of Chr is t  in us and  through 11s. 

N H M  

SIXTH SUNDAY IN LENT: MARK 1 1. : 1 -'I0 
Jesus had  been a pilgrim to Jerusalem on a number of previous occa- 

sions. But  the  t ime had come for t he  Son of Man to  he glorified ( J n  12:23). 
Jesus, by r id ing  into Jerusalem on a donkey, was making  a dramatic  
claim to be t h e  Messiah. The  seemingly inconsequential remark  tha t  t he  
colt had never been ridden upon previously (v2)  reinforces the  sacrificial 
purpose of Jesus'  coming. F o r  a beast,  to be used for  sacred purposes, must  
never have been used for any other  purpose. 

The  use of a donkey fur ther  symbolized wha t  kind of king J e u s  claimed 
to  be. In  ancient  Palestine, when a king went t o  war,  h e  rode on a horse. 
When he came in peace, he  rode on an ass. Combining these points wi th  
lhe song of the crowds (with its plea IIosnnna-"Save Now"-and the 
confessioxi t h a t  Jesus was the  one promised t o  come from t h e  house of 



David),  there is a rema.rkable opportunily presented to the  preacher to 
lay the ground-work for a frui tful  and blessed observance of Holy  Week 
and the Feast  of t he  Resurrection. 

In.t?~otluction: The events of Palm Sunday al l  focus on God's great 
redeeming act in Jesus the Christ.  Jesus' corning is according to promise, so 
tha t  salvation might  be secured for people weighed down by sin and 
burdened by guilt. Blessed is H e  who comes for us. 

Br,r.:ss~n r s  HE WXIO COAIES 

I. I n  the  Narne of the Lord. 

A. Jesus is God's pro~llised one;  He came in the  power and glory of 
the Fa the r .  

B. Jesus here makes a dramat ic  claim to  be Messiah (Zch 9: 9-12). 

C. The crowd acknowledges H i s  claim in  the  words of Ps  118:25-26, 
"Rlcssed is he." 

11. I n  Peace for Peace. 

A. The use of a donkey symbolized comi:lg in peace. 

B. A beast used for sacred purposes nlust never  have been used for 
any  other  purpose. 

C .  By nieans of His atoning death and resurrection (Php  2 : 5 - l l ) ,  
Jcsus would be the  "Pascal Lamb" a t  this ,  the greatest of all 
Passovers. 

111. I n  Answer to Our Seeds.  

A .  Woscc.nnn--"Save now!" 
1. The cry  of a heart  weighed down by i ts  need of forgiveness and 

longing for salvatiol?. 
2. A cry for God to break in  and to save H i s  people. 

B. God did break in and  "save us"; t h e  message of G-ood F r iday  and 
t.he ul t imate victory of Eas t e r  by Christ i s  for  us. 

Gon.cb~csion: In answer to our cry for deliverance, Christ came and we 
a r e  led i l l  fait.h to call hinl "Rlessed." 

NHM 

MAUNDY THURSDAY: MARK 14: 12-26 
Jesus took bread,  perhaps half of a loaf that  was kept to be eaten a t  

thc  end of the celebration. I-Ie took the cup. In the Jewish r i tua l ,  the 
th i rd  cup was filled a t  the  close of the supper. Th i s  was called, as by St.  
Paul ,  the "Cup of Blessing" (I Cor 10:lO). Thereby Jesus  brought  into 
being the new covenant which sunlmons inan to  exercise fa i th  in  the  
Christ.  Christ se t  up  and  ratified th is  covenant by death, "the covenant of 
m y  blood" by the  shedding of which the covenant is established ( ~ 2 4 ) .  So 
vivid is this fact in the mind of Jesus  that  the word "is poured out" (v24) 
means literally "is being poured out." The present participle is significant. 
To the  Lord's mind  the sacrifice is already being offered. 

Christ promises moreover, to  drink th is  wine new in the  Kingdom of 
God; all the elements of festivity in  the heavenly kingdom will be of a new 
and higher quality ( v 2 5 ) .  With this assurance and promise of their Lord to  
feast with Him in paradise, the  Llisciples could confidently en ter  with 



Jesus into the singing of the HulFeZ (v26) ,  as i t  found focus in the recur- 
ring verse, "Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His steadfast love 
endu~.es forever" ( P s  115, 116, 117, 118). 

.l,t.t~oc&uction : Rllaundy Thursday blends solemnity with irrepressible 
joy. There is the solemn mood in anticil)ation of Good Friday's events. 
Rut also, the joy attendent to eating the  feast which Christ himself pre- 
pares and hosts. The Lord's Supper not only points to the present where 
our souls are nourished by his precious body and blood, but also to the  
future, where we shall feast in paradise with him. To this end Christ 
continues to nourish his faithful people. 

CIII~IS'J' . is  Kosr XO~:I{ISIIISS 111s DISCIIIT,ES 

I. Christ the Ilost. 
A. At the Passover. 

1. Preparations made, all things provided for (v14, 1 5 ) .  
2. The one and only Passover that  Christ himself hosts (1114). 
3.  The "Passover Lanlb" ready to  be offered (1721). 

U. At the Holy Eucharist. 
1. The bread kept to be eaten a t  the end of the Passover celebra- 

tion (v22). 
2. The "Cup of Rlessing7'--the blood of the new covenent. The 

sacrifice (vv23, 24) is already being offered. 
11. Christ Nourishes His  Disciples Then and Now. 

A. The Passover's Significance-the Sustaining Promise. 
1. I t  nourished by reminding Israel of God's great deliverance. 
2. I t  pointed to  the even greater deliverance in the final, all- 

sufficient sacrifice. 
B. Disciples Nourished in the Holy Eucharist. 

1. I t  celebrates the  death of the risen Christ. 
2. I t  celebrates the  covenant of Christ. 

a. This covenant was set up and ratified by Christ's death. 
b. This covenant summons us to faith in God's great redemptive 

act. 
c. The covenant includes God's promise, grace, and eternal salva- 

tion. 
3 .  Souls are nourished by the very body and blood of Christ. For  

as  the bread and wine are to  the body, so the body and blood 
of Christ are  to the soul. 

4. I t  is a meal for his disciples only, those who in faith are able 
to join in singing the Ha.lle1. 

Conclusion.: Come often in answer to Christ's in-critation that our souls 
may be nourished and faith sustained until, with God's people, we eat with 
him, with the Christ, a t  his table in the Father's house, in the paradise to 
come. 

NHM 

GOOD FRIDAY: JOHN 19 : 17-30 

The events that  surround the crucifixion and death of our Lord a re  so 
familiar that  we a re  in danger of missing their irnpnct and meaning. 



John, in t.he account before us, has  some factors u n i ~ u e  to  h is  gospel 
tha t  make the Good Friday message a spring of rc?freshment. 

111 the pa.rceling out  of Jesus' clothing, for  instance, t h e  soldiers 
divided them into equal shares, cxccpt when it came to Jesus'  tunic. 
Unique to John's gospel is t he  detail tha t  the  tunic was without  seam 
(v23). The description is precisely that  of t he  linen tunic which the High 
Priest  wore. I t  is here indicated of the Christ tha t  H e  was the  perfect 
High Priest through whom Inen conle to  God. 

Of like significance is the  use of hyssop (v29) to reach the  sponge 
to the thirsting Christ. The very mention of hyssop would remind the 
Jews of the saving blood of the  passover lamb. John here i s  saying  that  
Jesus was the great ~ n s s o v e r  lamb of God whose death was to  save the  
whole world fro111 sin. 

I n t ~ o d z ~ c t i o n :  If wc a re  to perceive the t rue  blessing of the  cross, we 
must  als'o come to grips with the  real suffering of Christ in o u r  behalf. 
Fo r  Christ endures the agony of our sin and guilt  that  we xnay share in 
his triumph. Our sins cause his  suffering, but  His  victory i s  for  us. 

TIXI. AGOXY ;\XI) TI?IU%~PII O F  JESIJS 
I. The Agony. 

A. Physical suffering. 

B. Spiritual torment and death. 

11. The Triumph. 

/ A. (:odJs prolnises to his people come to fulfillment. 
1. In Christ the great High Priest. 
2. I n  Christ the Passover Lamb. 

R .  The shout  of triumph, "It is finished." Objective atonement is ours 
by faith. 

Colaclz~sion.: When he  is lifted up, he will d raw all men unto himself. 

EASTER SUNDAY: MARK 16: 1-8 
T h e  resurrection of Jesus is the  cornerstone of our Christian fai th.  
Four  different terms stress  the  fear felt by i ts  first witnesses. The 

term "ama.zcd" (v5)  carries the thrust  of "struck with terror"; the 
"trenlbling" (v8) denotes "quaking with fear"; "astonishment" (v8) 
Itleans "amazement" often coupled with fear caused by some event ; "afraid" 
(v8)  means "struck with fear" or "seized with alarm." That  for  which the 
wonlen should have been prepared comes upon them unexpectedly. That  
for which they should have been joyful s tr ikes fear  in their  hear t s  and 
renders the111 incapable a t  t ha t  t ime of carrying out  the instructions the 
angel gave-"and they said nothing to anyone, for  t hey  were afraid" (v8) .  

Solnething unique to Mark's account is the  command, "Go, tell his 
disciples and Peter" (v8) .  We perceive in this  remark  Jesus' great  con- 
cern for Peter, tortured a s  he mus t  have been by t h e  lllemory of h i s  denial 
of his Lord. F o r  him there is a special invitation. Jesus i s  f a r  more  eager 
to comfort a penitent sintier than to punish him. That invitation, promise, 
a n d  assurance belong also to us. 



I?~.Iroduc:tio?? : F e a r  dogs our every step in  life. Ours is the di lemma 
described in a Jerome Kern classic, "I'm tired of l iving a n d  scared of 
dying." In t,hc resurrection God speaks life and hope to the  t i red a n d  
burdened, hut,  above all ,  the fearful. 

I .  T h e  fears t ha t  often weigh us down. 

A. The  fear t ha t  comes from the unespected. W e  don't quite know 
how to cope. 

B. T h e  fear of the  s inner  in the presence of the holy. 

C. T h e  fear tha t  hopes will be shat tered,  unrealized or unfulfilled. 
1. Hopes in life so often are  raised only to be dashed, or fail to  

live up to what  we had  anticipated or  what  had  been promised. 
2. We fear t o  t r u s t  because of this.  

11. T h e  12esurrection: God's Antidote to fear. 

A. In  the risen Christ ,  we a re  the heirs of God's promises. His  s trength 
a n d  presence a r e  there to help i n  every situation. 

13. T h e  Resurrection is God's great  "fear not" to ou r  sins. 
1. God's invitation to Peter  is one also extended to us. 
2. Through forgiveness, we a r e  reconciled to  God and have access 

to t he  holy God. 
I 

C. I n  Christ,  we have  a living hope assured of fulfillment (1 Pe 1: 3-5) .  

C o ? ~ c l u s i o n :  The life and hope assured us in t he  resurrection drives 
out  f ea r ;  we can be confident and  joyful now and eternally. 

NHJl  

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER: JOHN 20: 19-31 

T h e  old historic pericope permits another celebration of Easter ,  the  
greatest  feast day of t he  church. I t  tells of the Eas ter  celebration of the 
Eleven and their companions ( L k  24:33) when Jesus appeared and brought 
H i s  own Easter  message of peace. 

J o h n  is only one of the holy writers.  All testified of wha t  they had 
heard  and  seen, giving us indisputable proof that  Jesus  is in  t ru th  the 
Christ,  the  Son of God, yronlised of old. We see ourselves and  our hearers  
in t h e  disciples. We often sha re  their fears and want  more yroof of God's 
love. Things  we  see seem to contradict the  pronlises of God. Often things are  
too good to be true. W e  arc  often slow to use and rejoice over our many 
blessings. Some have made great  strides. Some still follow f a r  behind. 

THE Ei\srrlc~c BI,~:ssIxG: A B1,lCSSISG OF PEACE 

I. Ea rned  by Christ who was raised from the death H e  died for s in.  

11. Imparted by Christ  to all and through all who believe in  His  resurrec- 
tion. 

BI,ESSED AIXE YOU ~ ~ J I O  EGI;IEVI.: IW THE RISEN CIXIIIR'S 
I.  You have the word of faithful witnesses to assure you. 

11. You therefore need not see, experience, touch H i m  to  know you a r e  
blessed. 



TI~]< F o n G I c ~ x ~ s s  or;. S I X ~  IS hx EAS'I'ER GIYJ' 

I. By Christ's resurrection from the dead He established the  peace which 
H e  earned by Hi s  death. 

11. On the day of H i s  resurrection IIe  gave the gif t  of absolution to  His  
disciples of all  times. 

111. All those, hut only those, who believe the Eas ter  message can enjoy 
this  blessed gift. 

THE FI<I.-I'I.S 01: CIIT{IST'S RESI:I~ECTIOX I11E FOR YOG 

1. Yours is the assurance that  Christ is indeed the  Son of God and Savior 
of the world. 

11. Yours is the life in Him now and  through all  eternity. 

111. Yours is the peace which I-Ie earned by His  death and established by 
I l is  resurrection. 

IV. 'Yours is the r ight  to confess Him with Joy in  your Lord and  your God. 

V. Yours is the gift  to forgive others in Jesus' name 
M J S  

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER: LUKE 24:36-49 
Take note tha t  Luke  is describing the appearance of Jesus depicted 

by John in last Sunday's text. 
Thc real message ought to begin with v 44. ,411 had been foretold in 

t he  S c r i ~ t ~ r r e s .  The  whole O.T. canon, Christ tells us, teaches God's plan of 
salvation. Things did not just happen. God did not  just  turn  evils of men 
into good. No one, to be sure, was pressured to r ise up against; Christ. 
They wilf~llly conspired against l-Tim, but in doing so they fulfilled the 
Scriptures. All was foreknown arid foretold. 

Some hearers putting Easter cards away are  ap t  to pu t  Easter  out  of 
their  minds. Were Easter greetings just words? Even Christ's Easter 
greeting'? They may  feel His peace has not worked for them. They may 
rnisundc?rstand the  n a t l ~ r c  of H i s  peace in the  midst  of difficulties, the 
enmity of world, etc. Their  problems are  still going on. Thank  God for 
those who live in  the Risen Christ,  look to Him, t rus t  in Him, rejoice in 
H i s  forgiveness and  find joy in sharing I-?is forgiveness with others. 

C I + I < ~ S ' ~  T.\I<I.:s US I.0 'l'lIE OLI) TICS'I'A~IEST FOR P1{001c 01 HIS MISSIOS 

I .  There His suffering and death were foretold. 

11. There His resurrcctiori was also foretold. 

IIT. There i t  was forctold tha t  forgiveness of s in s  should be preached in 
His  nalne t.o us and  all  nations. 

Do s w r  nl.: Trtovn~~.:~) ANI) AFI~AII) 

I. Your Savior lives. 

A. XIe made tha t  clear t.o H i s  disciples. 

B. He told then1 to tell 11s about it. 

11. In Rim you have forgiveness and peace with God. 
A. Fol-etold already in the Old Tcstamcnt. 



B. Established by Christ. (hsough Ifis death and  r.es\~r-I-ect.ion. 

C. I'roclnilned by Christ  arid the Xgostles for our assurance. 

Trrr: 12rs1:s Crrnrs.~- hcnrx OO,.I:I.;TIS 1:s (1;.1:~:.?~ G ; ~ , . . . ~ . ~  

I. Assuralice of His re.surrt.ction. 

IT. Understanding of H i s  purpose i n  dying and rising again. 

111. Joy  i n  the  knowledge of {.he forgiveness 1.l.iat is ours. 

IV. Willingness to sha re  the   rocl lama ti on of forgi~reness with ot.hcrs. 

l-'Eact: lii' 1jX'J:O Yo1 --.-.YIIP: Co3sec\s,r GIEI.;'I.IXG 01,. 3':)~ 1 l ~ s l : ~  C T . [ I I I ~ . ~  

I. I n  H i s  constallt  greet ing of Peace we have assurance. 

A. T h a t  H e  st i l l  l ives as He said He wonld. 

D. T h a t  t rue  to  God's l)romises we a r e  reconciled to God. 

C. T h a t  in  I-Iim we have the pronlised \:ictory over every c y i l  rhat  lnby 
beset us. 

11. I n  H i s  greet ing of Peace we have a co!ltilluing iiiessage. 

A. Not  of law. telling of God's wrath. which we surely deseri;e. 

R.  Hut  of forgiveness day by day. 
1. Which i s  ou r s  to enjoy. 
2. Which i s  ours  to share. 

FOURTH SVNDAY OF EASTER: JOHN 10: 1 1-1 S 

In last  Sunday's text  (Lk 24:36-19)  Christ took us into !.he Old 
Testanlent,  uoint ing ou t  tha t  His  death and resurrection were clearly 
foretold a n d  the  ~ u r p o s c  and worth of them clea.rly set  fortl.1. In approach- 
i ng  the text about  Chr is t  the Good Shepherd, it. is good to begin again 
with the  Old Testalnent .  Thcre the picture o f  shel)herd(s)  arid sheep is 
often used. Ps 23 is known but certainly not fully grasped by all. P s  1 0 0 : 3  
calls us sheep of the Lord's pasture. In  P s  80:2 we pray. "Give ear ,  0 
Shepherd of Israel ,  thou that  leadest Joseph like a floc:k." Rettcr known 
are the  words of I sa iah  ( 1 0 : l l )  : "He shall feed his  flock like a shepherd:  
he shal l  ga ther  t he  lanlbs with his a rm,  and carry t l l e~n  in h is  bosom, and 
shall gently lead those tha t  ;ire with young." I n  Ez  34  the ~)icl.ure is quite  
different. The  shepherds a.re the false leaders of God's 11eol)le who a te  tile 
fat  and took the  wool ~ n d  killed but did riot feed the fiock ( v  3 ) .  who did 
not search  for t he  flock ( v  S ) ,  who even scattered t.he flock !v 1 2 ) .  The 
Lord then  promised to bring back II is  sheep, to gather  therll from all 
countries and  to feed them in a good pasture ( v v  13, 1-41. 

W i t h  this  background Christ's hearers  knew exactly what  He was 
speaking about  when H e  called Himself the  Good Shepherd. And so do we. 
But  we ~ l l u s t  t a k e  the  text  for what  i t  is, a n  allegory, liot a [)arable. We 
do not look fo r  one point of comparison, but  find ;L par t  of the picture in  
every picture word. We must be careful t o  not,e also tha t  Christ uses 
several pictures in  H i s  discourse without mixing metaphors. I lc  is both 
the door for the shepherds and the sheep and a she]?herd X3imself. Those 

who work  agains t  IIim a r e  both thieves and robbers and hirelings. Yes, 
they a r e  even wolves. No one picture suffices. As in  t he  Shepherd Psalm 



( P s  23)  David changes the  picture in t h e  closing verses t o  a banquet meal ,  
so Chr is t  goes frcm p ~ c t u r e  to picture, expecting us to get t he  message 
tha t  i s  so  im~or t .an t .  I I c  loves us, cares for us, nourishes us, protects us ,  
shields u s  from harni, rescues us fro111 those who would mislead us, a l l  
because H e  has  saved u s  by giving H i s  l i fe  for our salvation. 

Jmr: s. Oult GOOD S1-I~rlrr;:lin 

I. IXe gives His  life for  the sheep; 

11. H e  knows I.Iis own and  is known by them; 

111. He brings in those tha t  a re  still without. 

No P~c:'rr:lt~c Cas  Do ,Jr:srrcw: :so Orrn Lo171XG LORD - 4~1 )  GOD 

I. I:Ie chose us  in eterni ty to be Hi s  own, for H e  knew us as Hi s  own 
before H e  brought us to faith in  Hirnself. 

11. H e  gave I-Iis life tha.t we might be H i s  own. 

,111. He knows our weaknesses and our sins and warns us against them,  
lest  we wander froni His way. 

IV. He nourishes and strengthens 11s with His Word in  which He tel ls  
u s  of I-Iis lovc. 

V. I-Is prornisc:~ some day to lead us  all  to heaven where we will be 
gathered with all believers to worship and l ~ r a i s e  H i m  forever. 

M J S  

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: JOHN 15 : 1-5 
T h c  Bible uses various pictures t o  describe the int imate relationship 

between Christians a n d  their Lord: t h e  temple ( E p h  2:19-22), the  body 
(1 Cor 12: 12-13), sheep and Shepherd ( J n  l o ) ,  and  the Vine and t h e  
branches ( J n  15 ) .  In  our  test.. t he  plea "Abide in  Me" occurs ten  t imes i n  
tell verses. The imagery is a familiar Old Testament picture ( I s  5:l; 
Eze 19:lO; Ps  80:8-19). The husbandman is both vine-dresser and  owner. 
The b'ather in mercy sen t  the Son to be the Vine; Jesus is the Vine f rom 
whoinl all spirtual b l e s s i ~ ~ g s  flow; we a r e  the branches generated by  the 
Vine. 

T h e  goal of the sermon is to encourage Christians to  abide in Christ ,  
to remain steadfast.  

I?zt?-od.?~.ction: The last  wish of a dying person i s  always regarded as a 
sacred responsibility. O n  the eve of H i s  death, Christ said to His disciples: 
"Abide in 3le." 

I.  Becanse of the blessix~gs of this  relationship. 

A. Jesus is the t rue  vine, a.nd the Fa the r  is the husbandman. 
1. The Father  sent  the  Son to  redeem the world ( J n  3:16; 2 Cor 

5 :19 ) .  
2. The  Son won spiritual blessings for t he  world. 

a. I-Ie conquered our enenlies ( 1  J n  1 : 7 ;  1 Cor 15 : 55-57). 
b. I:Ie brought life and  inllnortality t o  light ( E p h  1:7;  J n  10:lO). 

R .  You are the branches. 
1. We a r e  clean through the Word.  



a. There ilrc! no sclf-generated branches (1 Cor 2 :  14) .  
b. The  I io l r  Spirit regeuerates I.hrough the means of grace (Ti 

3:5,  2 Cor 4 : F ;  J n  3:5-6) .  
2. As branches the  blessings of the  vine a rc  ours  by faith. (Ro  

5:1-5; l ;in 3 : l - 3 ;  nc:, 4:s) .  
3.  As branches w e  have the privilege of prayer ($It 7 :7-8; 21: 22). 

Wha.t a. strong incentive the blessings we erljoy ought  to be to us to 
abide in t he  vine. "Let us  hold fast the  yrofession of our  fai th without  
wavering" ( H e  10123). 

11. Only by n.biding in Christ  ca.n we bear mnch f ru i t .  

A. T h a t  is the purpose of the branch. 
1. T o  demonstrate  t h a t  we a re  disciples. 
2. To glorify the  F a t h e r  (Eph  2: 1 0 ) .  

H. T o  a id  us in  fruit-bearing, God purges us. 
1. God purges u s  through the Word of thc Law ( R o  6:23) and by 

tr ials  ( 1  I'e 1 . 7 ;  EIe 12 :G) .  
2. Throng11 the G o s ~ e l  I-Ie hcals ( I s  1: 18).  

C .  Without  Christ we can do nothing. 
1. Without  fai th i t  is impossible to please EIini ( H e  11: 6 ) .  
2. Dead branches a r e  cast into the  fire (He 10:31; Mt 25 :41). 

D. Hence the  plea: "Abide in Me." 
1. The  llleans of grace, Word and sacrament, a r e  the  means for 

s trengthening fai th (1 13(? 2: 2-3). 
2. A strong fai th will show itself in  the  frui t  of fai th.  

Let  us continue to abide in Christ in  ordcr tha t  we m a y  enjoy life in 
Hilri a n d  bring forth irluch f ru i t  to His  glory. 

H J E  

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: JOHN 15 :9-17 
T h e  obedience of Christ ians is not a galling servitude, but a cheerful 

joyful expression of t he i r  love, a f ru i t  of fai th motivated by God's love ir 
Christ. The goal of t h i s  sermon is to encourage Christ ians to love on1 
another, motivated by the  Iove of God in Christ and patterned after  Hi: 
love. 

Tnt?-ocl.lrctio?~: The trouble with our world is t ha t  too Inany have give] 
up on love. I n  school t h e  big word is s tudy;  in industry i t  is efficiency; i. 
internat iocal  relations i t  is power. Jesus cries: "Try Iove." 

Loni ONE AS~~I'IIER 

I .  You have been made by love. 

A. Elected: ''I have chosen you." 
1. One by one Je sus  chose Hi s  disciples (Mk 1: 16-17; J n  1: 40-51). 
2. We have been elected from eterni ty (Ro  8:28-30; E p h  1:3-6). 

13. Redeemed: Chr is t  gave His life for  IIis friends. 
1. By nature  a l l  men  a r e  enemies of God, (Eph 2: 1-3). 
2. Christ died for  the  ungodly t o  save them (Ro 5: 8-18). 

C. Regenerated: "All things I have heard, I made  known unto you." 



1. The Spirit  brings us t o  faith through the Word ( R o  1.:16-17: 
1 0 ~ 1 7 ) .  

2. H e  gives us joy in believing (Lk 2 : 10 ; Php  4 : 4 ) .  
3. Now we have the privilege of prayer (Mt  7: 7 -11 ) .  

If God so loved us, we ought also to love one another ( 2  Cor 5 : 1 4 ;  1 
J n  4 :7 -11 ) .  

11. You have been made for  love. 
A. W e  a r e  to  love one another  in various relationships. 

1. F a ~ n i l y  (Eph 5:25-6:  4 ) .  
2. Congregation (Eph 4 : 3 ) .  
3 .  At work (Eph 6: 5-9) .  
4. All men, even enemies (illt 5 : 4 4 ) .  

13. Love is norined by Christ's commands. 
1. The prohibitions of t he  Law protect property and  life. 
2. The positive cornrrlands of the Law serve to help our neighbor. 

C. Our love is to be Iike Christ's. 
I .  Universal ( M t  11 : 2 8 ) .  
2. Self-sacrificing (Php  2: 4 -8 ) .  

"Love one another." What  a challenge! We have been blessed by God's love 
to enable us to bring blessings to others through love. 

HJE 

ASCENSION DAY: LUKE 24:44-53 
The text surnmarizes the forty day period from Easter  evening to  the 

day of Christ's ascension. Jesus had  spoken to H i s  disciples about  His 
impending death and resurrection (&It 1 6 : 2 1 ) .  Here  H e  points t hem to  the 
whole Old Testament ( J n  5:  3 9 ) .  I l e  sees Himself a s  the  fulfillment of the 
ILlessianic types and  prophecies. Christ gives uni ty  to the Scriptures. Note 
Christ's allpeal to  the authori ty of Scripture. 

The goal of t h e  sernlon is to encourage Christians to be bold witnesses 
t o  the ascended Christ. 

Int?-orl~lr.cti.on.: We live between two mountain peaks: the  ascension of 
Christ and  His re turn  to judge the  world. In this  period Christ wants  us 
to  witness to His  saving work tha t  lilen may await  His  final coming with 
.joy . 

131.: BOl..o WI'J:SI<SSI.:S FOR CR~<IST 
I. 13ecause we have a story to tell which is both certain and  great .  

A. Christ  assures us t ha t  1-Ie completed our redemption. 
1. His  saving work was predicted in  the Old Testament (Gn 3 : 1 5 ;  

P s  22 ; Is 5 3 ) .  
2. He suffered for 11s ( 1  P e  3 :  18 ;  Ga 3 : 3 ) .  
3. I-Ie arose again for our .justification (Ro  4 :  2 5 ) .  

13. Hc ascended into heaven. 
1. To reign a s  King of kings (1 T m  6 : 1 5 ) ,  as Lord a n d  Head of 

the  Church (Eph 1 : 20 -23 ) .  
2. To intercede for  us  ( R o  8:  3 4 ) .  
3 .  To prcpare a place for u s  ( J n  1 4 :  2-3). 

C. This message fills our hearts with joy. 
1. Joy  over Christ's coronation (Re  5: 12-13) .  



2. Our joy is expressed in  our worship ( F s  98 ) .  
Wha t  a grcat and certaain message we  haye to tell t h e  world! 

11. Because we have the  coninland to witness for Christ 

A. T h e  comniand. 
1, Directed to  disciples ( R o  10: 10 : M t  2s:  18-20). 
2. Into al l  the world (Mk 1 6 :  15 ) .  
3. The message. 

a .  Repentance: contrition produced by the  L a w  (Ac 2:  38) .  
b. Renlission of sins through t h e  Gospel (1 J n  1 .7 ;  Is  4 0 : l - 2 ) .  

I3. T h e  corn~nand i s  accori~panied by the  11romise of t h e  Spirit .  
I .  Fulfilled on Pentecost (Ac 2 ) .  
2. The Spir i t  continues t o  accompany the  Word with H i s  power 

( J n  16:7-15; L!Ik 1G:20). 
Let  us be bold witnesses. What a message we have! 1-Iow much the  world 
needs to hear i t !  How great  t h e  power of the Spir i t  who accompanies His  

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: JOHN 17: 1 l b-19 

Jesus  grays that  t he  disciples be kept  fro111 evil. Jesus  has  guarded 
His  disciples, but  now H e  is leaving thern. The world will  hate them. Yet 
FIe does not ask  tha t  t hey  be taken ou t  of the world, nor  even t h a t  they 
be kept from tenilltation and sorrow. H e  asks the Fa the r  to guard them 

I from the  power of Sa tan .  from s in  :md discouragement and  despair. 
T h e  lncarls by which they a r e  to be protected is t h e  t ru th  concerning 

the  F a t h e r  ( v  l l b ) .  T h e  disciples' spir i tual  unity will be preserved by 
Inenns o f  the revelation of the Father  t h a t  Jesus has given them. 

Jesus  l)ra.ys also for  t,hc? sanctification of H i s  disciples (v  1 7 )  i n  the  
sense t h a t  they rnay bc set  apar t  for t h e  service of witnessing the  t ru th .  
"Sanctify" does not refer s1)ecifically to holiness hut  to t he  consecration of 
the disciples to their appointed task ( v  18) .  Christ chose them to testify 
to the  t ru th .  The  t ru th ,  the word concerning the  Fa the r  that  Jesus  has 
given them, is to be both "the instruinent  of their  consecration and the 
sphere of their service." 

Those living behind the iron cur ta in  know the meaning  of Christ's 
words, "The world has  hated them." B u t  also where the re  is freedom of 
religion the world bestows its favors on one condition: "All these I will 
give you, i f  you will fall down and worship Me" (Mt 4: I ) ) .  We need pro- 
tection so that  we would not forsake Chr is t  and,  like Dernas, fall i n  love 
wi th  th is  presenl world (2 Trll 4 :  1 0 ) .  I n  a world where all  kinds of reli- 
gious opinions are  pronlulgated, we need protection agains t  teachings tha t  
depart  from Christ's Word and distort H i s  message. Chr is t  still  protects 
H i s  own by means of H i s  Word. 

Christians a re  hated because they have God's Word.  The Word con. 
dernns the  world's wisdonl as  foolishness and i t s  riches as rubbish. The 
Word se ts  forth a wisdom that  i s  foolishness to the world. The Christian': 
acceptance of the wjsdom of the cross separates him from the ~vor ld .  Ye1 
the  Christian is in the  world to  fulfill God's purposes: t o  be H i s  witnes: 
and to be a sal t  and a l ight .  



?'he central thought of the t e s t ,  then, is t ha t  Jesus grays  tha t  Elis 
disciples may he protected in the  world. Thr: goal of the  serlnon i s  tha t  
t h e  hearers  would be assured of Christ's protection. 

1?1i:rorl.1~ction : Whcn taking leave of fellow Christians we sometimes 
say ,  "God keel) you." Thereby we express the wish tha t  God would watch 
over them and protect them. Jesus  expresses sorliething similar  i n  His 
h igh  priestly prayer---that His  Fa the r  would keep the  disciples. Jesus  is 
concerned thnt  I-Iis disciples also today be kept. 

J~;.sr-s! PJ<:IYP:T( 1,.01t 131s O\VN: (201) K1:1;1' Yolr 

The  need of prolectioli. 

A. (;one is the  security of Jesus' physical presence. 
1.. He had guarded IIis disciples ( v  121, bllt now H e  was leaving 

theni. 
2. They would havc to reinain in a world thnt  hated them (vs  14- 

15a). 

I?. The  unbelieving world is the  Christian's enemy. 
I .  T h e  world's prince is "t.11~ evil one," Sa t an  ( v  15b),  who intends 

lo destroy Christ.ians. 
2. The world regards God's grace as  foolishness. 
3. The world calls e ~ i l  good and good evil. 
4 .  The world's griorit,ies a r e  different from t h e  Christian's. 

We need protection because we live in  a world tha t  h a s  not changed 
i ts  basic a t t i tude  toward Christ and Hi s  followers. We need Jesus  to 
pray for us, "God keep you." God is able to keep us. How? 

The lneans of protection. 

A. The  revelation of the Father  which Jesus has  givcn. 
1. The Father 's  love gives joyous security ( v s  12a-13b). 
2. The Father 's  love nlakes i t  possible to resyond with love even to 

the world's hatred. 

E. Thc Word o f  the 1ht.her which Jesus has given ( v  14a) .  
1. Tllat Word, as  i t  has come to us in the Scriptures, enables us 

to shun false teaching which would destroy our faith. 
2. The  Script.urt?s guard our  faith and  thereby our unity i n  Christ 

( v  l l b ) .  \Ve know the Father's love and  perservere i n  faith 
t.hrough t h c  S c r i l ~ t ~ ~ r a l  Word. T111.ough this  Word Jesus  reveals 
to us  m a n y  other vital t ru ths .  God protects us by means of His 
word. Wlien Jesus prays for us, "God keep you," we know God 
can. W h y  should H e  keep us?  

111. The purpose of' protection. 

A. We Christians have a job to do in the world ( v  18). 
1. We a r e  sell1 lo leach the  Father 's  Word aright .  
2. \Ye a re  sen t  to hallow God's name by a godly life. 

B. 'iVe need to  be renewed in consecration ( v  19) .  
1. So  tha t  we  1)nrsuc our task with single-rnindedness ( J n  3 4 ) .  
8. So that ,  while in the world, we would not  be of the world (v  

1 6 ;  Ro 1212) .  We a re  kept  in  t he  world for a purpose. Jesus 
has good reason for praying  lor His own, God keep you. 

( ' o ? L ( : ~ u s ~ ~ ) ? . :  When we say  to each other, "God keep you," we a r e  not 



saying enipty words. Wre arc, reiterating (:h~-isf.'s own ~ r a y e r  for I l i s  own. 
T h a t  prayer  rclates to a real need, rcrni~lds us of divine Dower to protect, 
and  directs u s  to our ],1.crgose in this  world. 

GA 

PENTECOST: JOHN 7: 37-39a 
The  Feast; of 'Tabernacles, at  which Jesus  spoke? thc  words of the  test ,  

connueinorated the wilderness \vanderings of Israel. F o r  seven days the 
people lived in booths. Ihvery  morliing a libation of water  was  brought in  
a golderl l~ i t che r  frorii the  pool of Silonm a n d  poured out  in t he  temple in  
colrllrlemoration of the water  fro111 the ~ ~ o c l i  wi th  which t.he Israelites in the  
desert had been provided. O n  the last  day of t he  feast,  t he  eighth and great 
day, this  r i t e  was probably oniitted, either t o  suggest t he  blesscdncss of 
the j~eople upoll their entrance into the f)romised land,  o r  to indicate: the 
thirs t  for the  greriter s ~ i r i t u a l  blessings of which the  prophets had spoken. 
Jesus nlnst h a ~ c  see11 ill t h e  r n ~ i l t i t ~ i d ~ s  at the feast those in a11 ages and  
lands who have been inaking their  pilgrimn.ges, thirs t ing,  fainting, and 
distressed. Jesns makes the  suprellle claiill ( v  37b) t h a t  H e  is for the 
whole weary,  unsatisfied, thirs ty world wha t  the riven rock had been for 
the Israelites. 

Spir i tual  aspirations a r c  sat.isfied when people come to Jesus and 

1 
drink ( v  37b),  in other words, believe in  Jesus  ( v  3Sa). Satisfied by Him,  
they will become sources of spiritual hlessirig t.o others ( v  38b). Jesus 
adapts words f r o m  Ts 5 S : l t  and Zch 14:s t o  emphasize tha t  the  influence 

. of believers will not he meager but  l ike "rivers of living water." This  
yrornisc. was fulfilled on Pentecost ( v  3 9 : ~ ) .  From the l i t t le  group in the  
upper roorn "rivers" flowed to all. Grace hns continued to flow to others 
in succeeding generations. T h e  Spir i t  can effect blessing only because of 
Jesus'  death,  resurrection, arid ascension (Christ's glorification, v 30b).  

The central thought of the  text is tha t  Jesus is the  water  of life t ha t  
quenches spiri1;ual thirs t .  T h e  goal of l l e  sermon is t ha t  the  hearers will 
continue to satisfy their  sl>iritual th i rs t  in J e sns  Christ. 

Infl-odzcction.: Anyone who has  traveled in desert regions-Death 
Valley, the  Sahara,  the Austral ian inland-can imagine the  plight of a 
person who has  run  out  of water.  Physical thirs t  not a problem for  us, 
although our  drinking water  may be chemically treated. 

Another kind of thirs t  i s  the desire for peace and purpose. This t h i r s t  
of the  mind and heart  needs to be quenched. We cannot survive on H,,O 
alone. 

W1f .4T A I < I  YOl; GOING 1'0 110 AI!~UT SPIRI'I'K~IT. TIIIRGT? 

I. T o  do something about i t ,  you must  recognize it .  Is is not easy to 
recognize, for most people do not, l ike Sugust ine,  associate their  
restlessness with th i rs t  for  God. 

A. T h e  Jewish leaders were unaware of the i r  spir i tual  thirs t .  
1. T h e  verses preceding the text  describe Jesus' verbal encounter 

wi th  the Jewish leaders a t  the feas t  (v  25-32). 
2. Self-righteousness prevented the  Jewish leader8 from expe- 

riencing spir i tual  thirst.  They did not grasp t h e  meaning of 
Christ's words (v  34-36) .  



1'3. We are  ~ l o t  always n\val'e of our spiritual thirs t .  
: I .  Smugness and self-satisfaction stop 11s from saying, "God, be 

merciful to  me a sinner." 
8. 'We th ink  wc? do not need to grow in grace arid in the i~ieaizing 

of God for our livos. 

Wherl \ire scc that. God has not. yct filled every area. o f  our lives, when 
we ycnrri I'or forgiveness, when we desire to be the kind of person Cod 
would have us be----then we are  esperiencing spir i tual  thirst.. 

11. Jesus t.eils us  how to clnclich our thirst,. 

A .  S'es~is 11:ade a. great  (\laill1 in in1l)rcssivc circuluslances. 
I .  T h e  1iba.tiori o f  water had  rich i i~socin t io i~s  for the Jews (Moses 

and t.hc ~.ock a t  Neribah;  1)r.rha.y)~ thought  also of I s  1 2 : 3  and 
5 5 : 1 ) .  

2 .  .Tesus l ~ r o c l a i n i ~ d  tiilliself as t h e  source of  s~tlvatioll and lilearls 
of (111~111cllillg sj?irii:ual thil-st. 

3. Thirsf. i s  cl~ienclicd by conling t o  Jesus, by  believing in Him.  

1:. .Icsus takes thc? irlitiative in q11c1lching nlc?nJs thirst.  
1 .  J3y [,he o u f ~ ~ o u i ' i ~ ~ g  of tl1c Holy Spir i t  on Pentecost H e  quenched 

the apostles' th i r s t .  
2. 7'11~: Spir i t  comc:s to us in Word and  Sacranlent. 

3. 'Yo n~:~k( t  Christ 's  cross a. living reality. 
1). To show .T(:sus in the middle of our struggle. 
c. 'l'o a.ssurc us  o f  God's gril.cious concern for  us. 

1 IJ T h e  S ~ i r i l  c11al)les us t o  he cilailnels of living water  for others. 
A .  We c a n  1:ea.r (town walls o f  hatred arld 1)rejudice. 

13. \,V(. can I!c loillitains o f  ~:oodnctss to others, until the fountain in 
11s wetls 1 . 1 ~  into life c~verlasting where we shal! never thirs t  &gain. 

( ' o ~ ~ c , T u . r ~ i o r t :  ]\:hat art? you going to do about spir i tual  th i rs t?  "If any- 
o ~ c :  Il!i~.sls. !of. hilu conie I.(> nlc and dr i~ lk ."  

Gzl. 




