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PREFACE. 

Johann Friedrich Starck, a favorite author 0£ evangelical 

Germany in the era of Pietism, has more than any other writer 

of devotional literatme maintained his hold on the hearts of prac

tising (not merely professing!) Christians. Even Arnd's Tr-ue 

Clt ri,~rian.Uy, booksellers assert, cloes not equal the inJiuence which 

Starck still exerts on thousands 0£ Christians by his PnAYER-BooK. 

The leading facts of his life are these : He was born Octo

ber 10, 1680, at Hildesheim in Hanover. His father hacl formerly 

been a citizen of the olcl impeTial city 0£ Frankfurt-on-the-1Iain. 

After completing the regular course of studies at the Gymna.~ium, 

at Hildesheim, young Starck entered the University of Giessen, 

where his inner life received permanent impressions in the devo

tional exercises ( Erbauimgssfonden) which his theological teachers 

May and Lange concluctecl with a select company of students. After 

his graduation from the university, Starck had to wait a considerable 

time before he was called to a pastorate. This time he spent partly 

as assistant in the evangelical chmch at Geneva, where Reformed 

influence was dominant, partly as instructor in his ancestral home 

city of Frankfurt. In 1715 he was cal1ed to the pastorate of 

Sachsenhausen, aml in 172a he became pastor, first of the Bar

fuesserkirche, then of the Spitalkirche at Frankfurt. In 17 42 he 

became a member of the Consistory, and labored with unbroken 

strength as preacher, pastor, and author till a great age; he died 

,Tnly 17, 1756. 

S~arck's predecessor in Frankfurt Imel been Spener, "the father 

of Pietism,'' ancl it fell to Starck's lot to water what Spener had 

sowed. For thirty years he conducted "private" devotional exer

cises on Sunday afternoons. These exercises, which were attended 

by a number of earnest souls, were private only in as far as they 

were distinct from the regular public services at the church. At 
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these exercises Starck endeavored to impress the evangelical truths 

of Christianity, the lwiceless privileges of the grace of Christ and 

the Christian ordinances, and the practical duties of a consistent 

Christian life on his individual hearers with true pastoral tact, and 

became to many a spiritual pedagog and guide of great wisdom 

and power. Starck had a Savior's eye and heart for the lowly and 

forsaken, and sought them out for special instructions. For ser

vants who could not attend the public services he wrote many an 

edifying tract; the poor and needy found in him not only a sym

pathetic adviser, but also a ready, unwearied, ancl generous helper. 

Starck loved nothing sensational, nothing that was for mere 

display in matters of religion. Christian life, to him, was real and 

earnest, to be conducted in a sober mind. He was always bent on 

its practical applications to every pursuit and action, and on enlist

ing really the whole of a person in the service of the Master. While 

he maintained the confessional position of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, and rejoiced to be a member of it, his teaching was tinged 

with the peculiarities of the Pietistic tendency. To mention only 

one of these, the sharp line of demarcation between justification 

and sanctification which is seen in the writings of the apostle -

that line which divides the gracious forgiYeness of sin for Christ, 

an act exclusively of Goel, from the godly life which follows wher

ever the absolution of the Gospel has been accepted by a penitent 

anc1 believing heart - sometimes becomes faint in Starck's writings. 

Thus what Goel alone does, and what the regenerate child of Goel 

does by the prompting of the Holy Spirit, are not always kept 

strictly apart. However, this defect occurs only occasionally, per

haps least in the PRAYER-BOOK, and there are so many sections in 

Starck's writings that are entirely free from error that Starck 

himself supplies the needed correction for his occasional deviation~ 

from the straight path of the sound doctrine. 

When Dr. F. Pieper, years ago, examined the PRAYER-BooK 

with a view to applying, wherever needed, this self-correction of 

Starck, this was done with no sacrilegious hand, but really to secure 
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for Starck a fuller reward of his faithful labors for a sincere and 

ze«lons Christian life. The reviser really helped Starck to speak 

his full Christian mind everywhere, aml to discard 'What was of 

inferior value or even misleading in his presentation of Christian 

truths. The chief object, of course, was to secure the minds of 

less trained Christian readers against false impressions which they 

might receive from a misstatement in their favorite. 

The same reasons ha\-e prompted the present translation of 

t.he Pn,\Yim-Bo01c into English. It was begun ten years ago, but 

was interrupted for quite a number of years at the encl of the First 

Division, partly because the translator lost the aicl of his stenog

rapher, partly because the work at Concordia Seminary grew to 

unusual dimensions. That he was at all enabled to complete it is 

!lue in no small measure to the help of the Seminary Board, which 

c1nring the last two }'Cars has engaged 

the service of members of the faculty. 

for this aid is herewith made. 

a stenographer, who is at 

Grnteful aclrnowlellgment 

The translation is made from the German edition of Dr. Pieper 

of 1900. Comparison was possible to the translator only with the 

editions published by Kohler an cl the German Literary Board. 

Each of these editions has its distinct merit, the latter exeelling 

hy its faithful adherence to the original, its apt renderings, aml 

happy paraphrases. Both renderings have proved helpful to the 

translator, though he decided to prepare au entirely new translation 

from the original, aml even at the risk of being faulted with Ger

manisms permitted the peculiar style and thought connection of 

the original to be reflpcted in tl1e translation. At times, too, the 

exact thought of the original required a Teturn to Luther's trans

lation of the Bible. Nor has the use of texts from apocrypha] 

books which Starck has nscc1 with power been altogether avoided. 

'ro guard against a misconception, the translator would state here 

that he does not regard these books as inspired, hut, with Luther, 

eonsiders some of the apocr_yphal books instructive reading-matter. 

Nor does he feel any Pmitanic qualm in such use. 
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'l'he reproduction of Starck's poetry has been attempted, so 

far as the present translator is aware, in only one instance, and 

that with indifferent effect, as was to be expected. The poetry 

for the present edition has been gathered from many sources, not 

a few of them at the present time unknown to the editor; and 

though it lacks that direct connection with the meditational por

tions preceding which is seen in Starck's poetry, it is hoped that 

it may be found to possess value also independently of the particular 

sections to which it is found attached. 

The four last diYisions or "books" of the PRAYER-BOOK were 

prepared during the distressing years of the late European war. 

This work proved to the editor a great mental and spiritual relief. 

It was a luxury to spend many an hour in the company of a person 

on whom the spirit of prayer has been poured out in such abundant 

measure as on Starck. It was faith-confirming and inspiring work 

which the translator was permitted to do. He can offer no better 

wish to the readers of this book, now that it starts on its voyage 

to the increasing English homes and hearts in our church com

munity, than this, that the light and strength, the cheer and com

fort that has come to him out of the pages of this book in many 

a weary and despondent day may stream into the hearts of the 

readers, even though they be free, as the eclitOT hopes they are, 

from all weariness and despondeJ1cy. 
W. H. T. DAU. 
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God moves in a mysterious way, 469. 
God of my life, to Thee I call, 259. 
God of my life, whose gracious 

power, 235. 
God oft gives me days of gladness, 

333. 
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God would never send you t11e dark
ness, 317. 

Good Shepherd, keep this little flock, 
240. 

Grant honor, truth, prosperity, 373. 
Grant that I worthily receive, 222. 
Grant tbat we and all Christians 

may, 124. 
Guard, 0 God, our faith forever, 182. 
Guide me, 0 Thou great Jehovah, 

368. 

Help! Helper, help, in fear and need, 
253. 

Here re.sts my heart and holds it 
fast, 77. 

Re triumphs, lo! the Son of God, 
128. 

Roly Gl1ost, Strength of the simple, 
150. 

Holy, holy, holy! though the dark
ness hide Thee, 524. 

How can I tl1ank Thee, Lord, 368. 

I am often. so weary of sorrow, 286. 
I am trustmg Thee, Lord Jesus, 384. 
I asked the Lord that I might grow, 

273. 
I cannot always see the way that 

leads, 267. 
I cried to God in my distress, 370. 
I do not ask, 0 Lord, that life may 

be, 203. 
I do not come because my soul, 179. 
I fall asleep in Jesus' wounds, 410. 
If any be distressed, and fain would 

gather, 530. 
If God Himself be for me, 414. 
If sorrow comes, He sent it, 376. 
If thou lmt suffer God to guide thee, 

483. 
I give immortal praise, 165. 
I have been grafted in the Vine, 404. 

423. 
I !mow 110t why the flowers lift, 475. 
I lay my body down to sleep, 63. 
I look to Thee in every need, 307. 
Immanuel, we sing Thy praise, 80. 
I need a dying Savior, 376. 
In God, my faithful God, 323. 
Jn Holy Baptism long ago, 31. 
In 110pe of that immortal crown, 

273. 
In peace and joy I now depart, 430. 
In the covert of His presence, 13. 
In Thee, I,ord, have I put my trust, 

292. 
Jn the world will foes assail me, 225. 
In weariness and pain, 350. 
I rest me here without a fear, 247. 

Is life to thee a mystery, 263. 
I stand and knock, at holy Advent 

time, 72. 
It is not death to die, 212. 
I will never let Thee go, 196. 

Jehovah, let me now adore 'fhel', 5l!l. 
Je1·usalem, my happy home, 404. 
Jerusalem, thou city fair and high, 

421. 
Jesus, Bread of life, I pray Thee, 

220. 
Jesus! I live to Thee, 387. 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus only, 46. 
Jesus, Lover of my soul, 428, 
Jesus, my Truth, my \Vay, 47fi. 
Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 104. 
"Jesus only" is my need, 339. 
Jesus, priceless Treasure, 420. 
Jesus, Savior, pilot me, 283. 
"J esns sinners doth receive," 215. 
Jesus, Thou art mine forever, 422. 

Lamb of God, for sinners slain, 327. 
Lead me from this dark vale be-

neath, 434. 
Lead .us, 0 Lord, as once of old, 86. 
J,et heaven to me be ever sweet, 320. 
Let my life and conversation, 36. 

479. 
Let our going in be blessed, 104. 
Let our going out be blest, 44. 173. 
Lie still in darkness, 48. 
Lord, as '£hou wilt, deal 'Thou with 

me, 813. 
I,ord God, we all to Thee give praise, 

169. 
Lord, hear the voice of my com

plaint, 231. 
Lord Jes us Christ, in Thee alone, 

215. 
Lord Jesus Christ, strong Hero 

Thou, 132. 
Lord Jesus Christ, true man and 

God, 426. 
Lord Jesus, life is liard, as Thou 

dost know, 253. 
Lord Jesus, who dost love me, 421. 
Lord, let Thy woes, Thy patience, 

107. 
Lord, open Tbou my heart to l1ear, 8. 
Lord, Thou Fount of joy forever, 

228. 
Lo, thy King is on tl1e way, 69. 
Love divine, all love exc:elling, 151. 

:Maste1·, bid me rest awhil<e. 356. 
liy Book! :i\fy Book! my grand old 

Book! 4. 
JH~' Father! cbeering name! 316. 
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:My God, accept my heart tliis day, 
374. 

My sin is very sore aml great, 217. 
l\fy sins assail me sore, 2fi0. 
l\I~· sins, clear Lord, disturb me sore, 

415. 
l\Iy soul, now bless Thy l\Iaker, 208. 

457. 
l\Iy thought of life is oft amiss, 60. 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, 353. 
No other way, no other name, 363. 
Not alwa:vs can I feel the Savior's 

guiding', 304. 
Now I have found the sure foumla

tion, 1!16. 
Now to Thee, gracious Lord of the 

seasons, 464. 

0 bleeding Head, and wounded, ll 1. 
0 bliss, in Jesus' name I've ten

dered, 347. 
0 could we make our doubts remove, 

394. 
0 Daughter of Zion, rejoice in great 

gladness, 73. 
0 day of rest and gladness! 10. 
0 Fa'ther, cover all my sins, 426. 
0 J<'riend of souls, how blest am I, 

l!l3. 
0 God, forsake me not, 201. 
0 God, thou faithful God, 176. 235. 

373. 
0 God, Thou righteous, faithful 

J,ord, 514. 
0 grant that from my very heart, 

384. 
0 happy day, and yet far lmppier 

hour, 422. 
0 Holy Fatl1er, who hast led Thy 

children, 497. 
0 Holy Spirit, enter in, 7. 58. 151. 
0 how blest arc ye whose toils ue 

ended, 429. • 
0 11ow shall I receive Thee, 74. 
011, what the tribe, or what the glo

rious host, 434. 
0 Jerusalem, how glorious, 425. 
0 ,Jesus, Bridegroom, Savior, Friend, 

336. 
0 Jesus, bruised and wounded more, 

3±4. 
0 ,T esus Christ, Thou Lamb of God, 

415. 
0, keep me always trusting, 256. 
0 keep me watchful, then, and 

humble, 201. 
0 Lamb of Goel most holy, 430. 
0 lead me to the Rock I Though 

rndely beat, 391. 

0 living Breacl from heaven, 220. 
0 Lord, I love Thee from my 11eart, 

307. 431. 
0 Lord, I pray i·emember me, 27. 
0 Lord, my best desire fulfil, 194. 
0 Lord, my Goel, I cry to Thee, 416. 
0 Lore], no longer lengthen, 270. 
0 Lord whose bounteous hancl agaiu, 

464. 
0 Lo\'e Divine, how sweet Thou art! 

186. 
0 Love, who formedst me to wear, 

190. ' 
0 my Father, be my stay, 320. 
0 my King, and was it' so, 85. 
0 pilgrim, look to Jes us, 400. 
Order our pa th in all tlliugs, 29. 
0 Savior of our race, 80. 
0 soul, why art thou not at peace, 

270. . 
0 sweet and blessed couuh'y, 400. 
0 that I had a thousaml voices, 80. 

458. 
0 Thou, from whom all goodness 

flows, 487. 
0 Thou mighty Goel, now 11earke11, 

95. 397. 
Our Lord and Savior, from Thy 

birth, 205. 
0 Zion, hail! bright city, now un

fold, 435. 

Pilgrims here on earth, and stran
gers, 56. 

Praise the God of all creation, 490. 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 

the King of creation I 407. 

Quiet in God! How beautiful to be, 
397. 

Rise, then, to Him, the Ever-blest, 
162. 

Savior, I follow on, 46. 
Savior, teach me day by day, 244. 
Shine in our hearts, 0 most p1·ecious 

Light, 240. 
Should this night prove the last for 

me, 301. 
Since thou from death diclst rise 

again, 363. 
Smile ou my minutes as they roll, 

22. 
Soul, what return has Goel, thy Sav-

ior, 176. • 
So when my latest breath, 427. 
Standing at the portal of the op'ning 

year, 101. 
Stars of the rooming, so gloriously 

bright, 168. 
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Take my life, and let it be, 228. 
Take Thou my hands and lead me, 

283. 
Th' abyss of many a former sin, 218. 
Thank God for the Bible, 19. 
That day of wrath, that dreadful 

day, 3°80. 
The breaking morn, in cheerful ray, 

60. 
The day is past and over, 42. 
The day is surely drawing near, 380. 
Thee will I love, my Crown of glad-

ness, 186. · 
The fields are reaped, the fruits are 

stored, 465. 
The Homeland, 0 the Homeland! 

394. 
The Lord hath helped me hitherto, 

490. 
The Lord is my Shepherd, no want 

shall I know, 347. 
The Lord, my God, be praised, 158. 
The morning shall awaken, 419. 
The old year now hath passed away, 

92. 
There at my Savior's side, 435. 
There is a fountain filled with blood, 

432. 
There is an hour of peaceful rest, 

423. 
There is joy beyond our telling, 13. 

418. . 
There is the throne of David, 419. 
The time has come when, at His will, 

310. 
TMs is the day the Lord hath made, 

10. 
Though I have from Thee departed, 

34. 
Though my weary eyes are closing, 

16. 
Thou Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

lll. 
Thou Treasure inexhaustible, 375. 
Through Jesus' bloody merit, 433. 
Thus all my pilgrim way along, 372. 
Thy heavenly strength sustain our 

heart, 65. 
Thy lesson art thou learning, 333. 
Thy way, not mine, 0 Lord, 313. 
Thy Word hath said, Thou art my 

Rock, 514. 
'Tis Thine to cleanse the heart, 179. 
To God, the Father of all love, 92. 
To Thee, our God, we fly, 500. 

'Ve know not how, 0 God, that Thon 
wilt move, 504. 

'Vhat can it mean? Is it aught to 
· Him, 297. 
Villmt canst thou earn, 0 soul, 173. 
YVhate'er God will, let that be done, 

304. 
Vilhatever God ordains is good, 278. 
YVhat God wills, that I am willing, 

504. 
'Vhat is the world to me, 30. 
What our Father does is well, 501. 
'Vhen at Thy summons I must leave, 

390. 
'Vhen clouds above between the sun, 

360. 
'Vhen hence I must betake me, 115. 

433. 
YVhen in the hour of utmost need, 

353. 460. 
'Vhen I survey the wondrous cross, 

222. 
'Vhen man's help and affection, 510. 
'Vhen my last hour is close at hand, 

310. 435-452. 
'Vhen on our vision dawning, 136. 

414. 
When the day of toil is done, 411. 
'Vhen time seems short and death is 

near, 120. 
YVhen waves of sorrow round you 

roll, 292. · 
Where should else my hopes be cen

tered, 486. 
Who knows how near my end may 

be, 413. 
YVholly to Thy blest protection, 50. 

207. 
With broken heart and contrite sigh, 

336. 
With my lamp well trimmed and 

burning, 475. 
'Vith Thee, Lord, would I cast my 

lot, 330. 
With Thy gifts my heart endowing, 

53. 

Yea, I see what here was told me, 
417. 

Yes, there remaineth yet a rest! 140. 
Yet one thing, Lord, I ask of Thee, 

286. 
You ask me how I know, 370. 

Zion mourns in fear and anguish, 
404. 



BOOK I. 

For Use in Health. 

FIRST PART. 

:fJJllnruiug, Nnnu. uuh lftttttiug ituntinus. 

The Believing Christian Prepares for 
Divine Worship. 

EXHORTATION. 
One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in His Temple. 

Ps. '2"1, 4. 
Immediately after the Fall, God, in His wisdom, direeted the 

first man, Adam, to offer saerifiees. His children, Cain and Abel, 
were, in turn, direeted by their father to do the same. 'l'heir 
sacrifice is expressly mentioned in Gen. 4, 3. 4. These sacrifices 
were not offered in silence; but those offering them confessed their 
sins, prayed God for forgiveness, and declared their faith in the 
coming Messiah, Jesus Christ, who was to shed His blood for men 
like the animals offered in sacrifice. Yea, at such sacrifices they 
pTaised God for the benefits received from Him, and also proclaimed 
the name of the Lord. The Patriarehs retained this form of divine 
worship, m1til in the desert God conunanded the Ark of the Cove
nant to be erected, which afterwards furnished the pattern for 
Solomon's Temple. 

J\foreover, in the Old Testament God singled out the seventh 
day as a clay of rest and commanded that day to be kept holy 

Starck's Prayer-Book, 1 
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before every other. In its external meaning this commandment 
does not concern the Christians in the New Testament; for like 
other ordinances of the Old Testament which were restricted to 
particular forms, persons, seasons, and localities, this, too, is an 
entirely external affair, and in the New Testament Christians have 
been given freedom by Christ regarding all such matters. Never
theless, in tlm exei·cise of our Christian liberty we Christians in 
the New Testament also keep festival days and days of rest, chiefly 
Sunday, mainly for this reason, that we may find time and oppor
timity to attend divine service, that we may gather with our 
fellow-Christians to hear God's Word ancl have it expounded to us, 
and to praise God with our hymns and prayers. 

On the arrival of a day of this kincl, a believing Christian 
should ( 1) free his mind from earthly matters and cease from 
labor. (2) He should prepare himself by prayer for the coming 
Sunday, and praise Goel for the many blessings he has received 
during the week. (3) He shoulcl look up in his Bible or hymn
book the particular Gospel- or Epistle-text which will be explainecl 
in the sermon on that Sunday, and meditate it, and in this manner 
prepare himself for reverently hearing the divine W orcl 

PRAYER. 

Gracious and merciful God! I come before Thy 
holy countenance this day with praise and thanks
giving, because Thou hast graciously kept me during 
the past six days, and hast bountifully blessed the 
labor of my hands. Thou hast preserved my going 
out and my coming in. Thou hast kept me in all 
my ways, and hast shown me much kindness in body 
and soul; for all of which I praise and magnify Thee 
with all my heart. Away now with earthly business I 
Away with cares! I will forget things past; I lay 
down the burden of all my labors and occupations, 
and turn my mind to heaven alone, to my God, that 
I may rejoice in Him. 

0 gracious God, grant that I may spend the 
coming Sunday in Thy fear and in Thy grace. Keep 
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me from evil company, lest Satan by his wicked 
agents prevent me from attending di;vine worship1 

and help me to refuse following after his entice
ments. Guard me, lest I spend this day in idleness, 
indolence, wantonness, amusements, and sins, and 
thus inflict the greatest harm on my soul. Grant 
me Thy Holy Spirit that I may gladly hear and 
learn Thy Word this day. When Thy Word is being 
preached, open my heart that I may give heed to it 
and receive it into my heart, and lay it up therein 
as a precious treasure. Help me to build myself up 
this Sunday in my Christian faith, and to grow in 
the knowledge of the truth. Grant that the Word 
which I hear at church may change and sanctify me. 
As I grow in years, grant that I may also grow in 
the inward man, in faith and piety. Grant me grace 
to become a new creature, and to be and remain a liv
ing member in the body of my Lord Jesus. Grant: 
that I may reverently close my worship and care
fully treasure up what I have learned. Grant me 
grace to be ever mindful of the Word which I have 
heard, that I may walk, speak, live, and act accord
ingly, and thus prove that I am not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the Word. Grant me to keep 
Sabbath every day in this manner until Thou wilt 
bring me into the everlasting joy of heaven, to the 
Sabbath without end, through Jesus Christ, my only 
Redeemer and Savior. 

Lord, open Thou my heart to hear, And by Thy Word to me 
draw near; Let me Thy Word still pure retain, Let me Thy child 
and heir remain. Thy Word doth move the inmost heart, Thy Wm·d 
doth perfect health impart, Thy Word my soul with joy doth bless, 
Thy Word brings peace and blessedness. Glory to God, the Father, 
Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One! To Thee, 0 blessed Trinity,. 
Be praise throughout eternity! Amen. 
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HYMN. 

My Book! my Book l my grand old Book! by inspiration giv'n ! 
'l'hy every page from age to age reveals the path to heav'n; 
My La.mp of I .. ight ! in nature's night thy unbeclouded ray 
Has turned the gloom of death and tomb to everlasting day. 

My Chart l my Chart! my changeless Chart l by thee I guide my 
bark, 

A simple child on ocean wild, o'er mountain billows dark; 
By thee I steer in safe career, with canvas all unfurled, 
And onward sail before the gale to yonder blissful world. 

l\ly Staff ! my Staff ! my trusty Staff ! I'll grasp thee in my hand, 
As faint and weak on Pisgah's peak I view the Promised Land ; 
Not sadly told, as one of old, to see, but not explore, 
My hold I'll keep through Jordan's deep till safe on Canaan's shore. 

l\ly Sword l my Sword! my two-edged Sword l by tl1y unerring 
might, 

I deal to foe the deadly blow in faith's unequal fight; 
Thy tempered blade that lent me aid in every conflict past 
Shall make me "more than conqueror, through Him who loved," 

at last. 

"My Book! my Book! my grand old Book! Heav'n speed thee on 
thy way 

From pole to pole, as ages roll, the harbinger of clay, 
Till Christ, "the Light," shall banish night from this "terrestrial 

ball," 
And earth shall see her Jubilee, and Goel be all in all! 

Exhortation to Morning Prayer on Sunday. 
Give ear to my words, 0 Lord, consider my meditation. 

Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King and my God: for 
unto Thee will I pray. .Ps. 5, 1. le. 

Our whole life should be spent in nothing else than prayer 
and thanksgiving. Every day we should call npon Goel in prayer 
for His blessing, aid and assistance, and grace; and when we 
have obtained our requests, we should return heartfelt thanks. 
Accordingly, when yon awake from sleep in the morning, believing 
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Christian, first of all, raise your eyes heavenward. Do not at once 
think of your business and work; do not iunnecliately hurry after 
some gain. First kneel clown, return thanks to Goel, and commend 
yourself to His gracious protection. Do not imagine that you 
lose too much time by devoting a brief half hour in the morning 
to prayer, to reading a chapter of the Bible or of some devotional 
book. 0 no ! The time which you spend in prayer will yield 
you a thousandfold blessing in your labor, ancl what you haye read 
will be like honey to your mouth all the clay. 

Hence, when you awake and arise hale ancl hearty in the 
mornii1g, consider, ( 1) that many good Christians, who are probably 
more pious than you, haye spent the past night in anguish and 
sorrow, in pain and sickness, in terror and great unrest, while 
you have not experienced any of these things. Consider, (2) that 
others have during the night suffered misfortune, damage, clanger, 
and tribulation, while you lack nothing. Thank Goel for His 
protection. ( 3) Pray to Goel at the break of clay to keep yon in 
His grace during the clay, that you may commit no sin either 
against Him or against your neighbor during the clay. ( 4) Pray 
Goer to be at your side during the day, to keep and bless yon in 
your occupation and in the pursuit of your calling. Yea, ( 5) sur
render yourself to Goel that you may remain in His love during 
the entire clay, speak of Him, have Him in your thoughts, ancl 
not offend Him knowingly and willingly. Finally, do not doubt 
that the Lord will graciously hear your sighing and prayer, and 
will during the clay give and grant to you whatsoever will be 
profitable and tend to the salyation of your body and soul. 

MORNING PRAYER ON SUNDAY. 

Lord, be pleased to hear my voice early. Early 
will I come into Thy presence and will give heed to 
Thee, 0 gracious God. Thou art worthy to receive 
praise and glory and honor. Who would not fear 
Thee, King of the nations; who would not honor 
Thee, 0 loving Father~ I come before Thee in this 
morning hour and give Thee humble thanks because 
during this night Thou hast been a bulwark round 
about me and mine, and Thou hast again renewed 
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to me Thy g·oodness and faithfulness. Be with me 
and protect me also this day in all my ways. Grant 
that this day, in particular, may be a day of edi
fication and refreshing to my soul. According to 
Thy pitying love Thou hast given to men Thy 
precious Word, and hast ordained that it should be 
publicly preached. Oh, do enlighten, sanctify, and 
instruct my soul that I may gather treasures which 
shall comfort me in danger and death, in crosses 
and trials, and which neither moth nor rust do cor
rupt, nor thieves break through and steal. 

I am glad because I have Thy promise that we 
shall go into the house of the I.iord, and that my 
feet shall stand within Thy gates, 0 Jerusalem. 
One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will 
I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life to behold the beauty 
of the Lord, and to inquire in His holy Temple. My 
God, it shall be my delight to-day to hear Thy Word, 
to be built up in Thee, to sing hymns of praise and 
thanks to Thy glory, to pray fervently, and to make 
my heart an o:ff ering to Thee. How amiable are 
Thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of hosts! My soul re
joiceth in the living God. 

Grant that I may not be a forgetful hearer, but 
may become a doer of the Word. Open my heart 
as Thou didst Lydia's that I may receive the seed 
of Thy Word with joy. Then seal my heart, that 
Satan may not rob me of Thy Word. Grant that 
I may to-day lay a firm foundation for my Chris
tian faith, for the knowledge of Jesus Christ, for 
my trust, for my charity, for my self-denial, and 
for my becoming dead to the world. Grant that 
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I may ponder Thy Word during· the entire week, 
that I may practise it, and bring forth good fruits. 
Guard me against temptations, lest, when Satan as
sails me by his instruments, I be drawn into the 
sinful practise of the world, and thus bring a 
grievous curse upon me, which might oppress me 
during the entire week. Oh, be pleased to accept 
my worship at the church and at home, my pray
ing, my hearing, my reading and singing. Be Thou, 
0 Jesus, Thyself my '.I1eacher, that I may grow in 
the inner man; yea, dwell in me by faith until 
I shall be inseparably united to Thee above. 

0 Holy Spirit, enter in, Ancl in our hearts Thy work begiil, 
Thy temple deign to make us. Sun of my soul, Thou Light divine, 
Around and in us brightly shine, To joy and gladness wake us, 
That we To Thee Truly living, To Thee giving Prayer unceasing, 
Still may be in love increasing. Amen. 

HYMN. 

Day of sweetness ! clay of rest I 
By our Lord and Savior blest ! 
Touch om· lips, that we may sing, 
Glory be to Thee, 0 King! 

In Thy sacred comts we stand 
Bordering on the Promised Land: 
May this be Thy time of power, 
Even this Thy gracious hour. 

Thou didst take away the gloom 
From the weepers at Thy tomb; 
So do Thou our eyes unseal 
And 'l'hy living self rnveal. 

Joyfully may we go on 
Toward the Lancl where Thou hast gone 
To prepare for us a place 
In the mansions of Thy grace. 
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Let this Sabbath be a link 
In Thy love's eternal chain 
That will lead us o'er the brink 
Of the world to glory's plain. 

Day of sweetness ! day of i·est ! 
Of the peace of God possessed, 
nfay we feel that we have been 
Near to heaven, and looking in. 

The Believing Christian Gladly Hears and Learns 
God's Word on Sunday. 

EXHORTATION. 
How amiable are Thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of Hosts! My soul 

longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the Lord; my heart 
and my flesh crieth out for the living God. Ps. 84, 1. 2. 

The Word of Goel is the greatest treasure which God has 
given to men on earth; for God's Word is to lost sinners the 'Vorel 
of Life; it brings us out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life. Besides, Goel has shown us His particular favor in this, 
that He has ordained the holy office of the ministry, to the encl 
that His W orcl may be preached and explained in public to all 
who gather to hear it. Goel has promised to bestow a special 
blessing on the public preaching of His Word. All those who 
rnverently hear the Word shall share this blessing. 

When the clay arrives which the Christian Church has 
appointed for the public preaching of the W orcl, a Christian 
must not only cease from his work ancl be idle; for people who 
are not Christians can also clo that; but a Christian must let 
this be his chief concern, to hear ancl learn God's W orcl. At what
ever time men are engaged in hearing ancl learning God's W orcl, 
a true Sabbath is being kept. If this is not clone, the clay cannot 
be called a Christian Sabbath. 

These things being so, a true Christian ( 1) should be careful 
not to spend the clay in sloth an cl idleness. ( 2) He should be 
careful not to devote this clay to surfeiting, drunkenness, and 
wantonness. ( 3) He should be careful not to omit hearing God's 
'Vorel through greed or frivolousness. Rf)st assured that much 
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depends on the proper manner of keeping Sunday. A great blessing 
is attached to it. \Vho knows the reason why many men are 
under a curse and go without God's blessing? Our forefathers 
used to say: "As the Word of God you treat, He will treat yom 
bread and meat." In conclusion, having heard God's Word, we 
should keep it in an honest and good heart; we should live in 
accordance with it; we should at once reduce its rules of life 
to practise; and at the same time we should gather a supply of 
comforting, instructive, and powerful Scripture-passages, which 
may be of service to us in tribulation and death. 

PRAYER. 

This i~ the day which the Lord hath made; we 
will rejoice and be glad in it. I tha:n1{ Thee, 0 God, 
for Thy manifold blessings, which Thou h~st be
stowed upon me this day. On a Sunday, Jesus, my 
Savior, rose from the grave, and the Holy Ghost 
was poured out upon the Apostles. Therefore it 
is proper that on this day I call to '.mind my re
demption through Jesus Christ, and the gift of the 
Holy Ghost, who was shed upon me abundantly in 
Holy Baptism. 

I tha:n1{ Thee for Thy holy and pure Word, 
which on this day has been preached according to 
Thy ordinance for the instruction and the edifica
tion of my soul. I thank Thee for all the bodily 
and the spiritual blessings which I have received 
from Thy fatherly hand during my life. I thank 
Thee because Thou hast guided, led, preserved 
me from my youth, and hast shown me many 
favors in body and soul. Who can number all 
Thy benefits~ 

However, this clay shall be not only a day of 
tha:n1{sgiving, but also a day of prayer for me. 
I pray Thee, my God and Father, grant that 



10 :MORNING, NOON, AND EVENING DEVOTIONS. 

I may spend this day in Thy fear. Keep me from 
temptations, vain thoughts, and evil company. Oh, 
that every artery in me were a tongue and every 
drop of blood a voice, to praise and glorify Thee, 
the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Oh, 
that not an hour would pass in which I do not 
spread abroad Thy praise! 

Seal the Word which I have heard in my heart. 
Grant that I may diligently ponder it, and govern 
my life and walk accordingly. And as I have now 
grown to be a week older, grant that I may increase 
in knqwledge of Thee, in love and piety, and that 
I may grow in the inward man. I pray Thee for 
the gift of Thy Holy Spirit. Grant that He may 
put me in mind of Thy Word during this week and 
the entire time of my life ; and govern, guide, and 
lead me. Bestow Thy blessing upon my labor and 

. employment, and grant that I may continue to live 
in Thy grace the rest of my days and years, until 
I shall at last reach heaven, where I may, wit11 
thanksgiving and prayer, keep the eternal Sabbath. 

This is the day the Lord hath made; He calls the hours His 
own; Let heaven rejoice, let earth be glad, And praise surround 
the throne. Amen. 

SUNDAY HYMN. 

0 day of rest and gladness! 
0 day of joy and light! 
0 balm of care and sadness ! 
:M:ost beautiful, most bright! 
On thee the high and lowly 
'l'hrough ages joined in tune. 
Sing, Holy, holy, holy, 
To {}od the great Triune. 
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On thee, at the Creation, 
The light :first had its birth; 
On thee, for our salvation, 
Christ rose from depths of earth ; 
On thee our Lord victorious 
The Spirit sent from heaven; 
And thus on thee, most glorious 
A triple light was given. 

To-day on weary nations 
The heavenly manna falls; 
To holy convocations 
The silver trumpet calls, 
Where Gospel-light is glowing 
With pure and radiant beams, 
And living waters flowing. 
With soul-refreshing streams. 

New graces ever gaining 
On this our day of rest, 
We reach the rest remaining 
To spirits of the blest. 
To Holy Ghost be praises, 
To Father and to Son; 
The Church her voice upraises 
To Thee, blest Three in One. 

11 

The Believing Christian Considers the Daily and 
the Eternal Sabbath. 

EXHORTATION. 
There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. Let us 

labor therefore to enter into that rest. Heb. 4, 9. 11. 

God had strictly enjoined the Jews from doing any work 
on the Sabbath-day. So strictly and rigidly did God maintain 
the Sabbath in the Old Testament that He caused the person 
who was gathering wood on the Sabbath to be stoned, as we read 
Numbers 15. This commandment does not concern us Christians 
in the New Testament, as St. Paul declares to the Colossians, 
(·hapter 2. 
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However, the Sabbath of the Jews was a shadow, or type, of 
the true, spiritual Sabbath, which Christians keep every clay. 
Christians celebrate a daily, or spiritual Sabbath. It does not 
consist in ceasing from work and giving oneself over entiTely to 
idleness, but by the daily Sabbath we understand a. person's ceasing 
from sin. Tl~is means that, as the Jews by God's command rested 
from their manual labor, so a Christian by God's command ceases 
every ilay from wantonness and malice. He is careful not to speak 
evil against God ancl his neighbors, not to do evil, either alone or 
in company with other pe1·sons, not to allow himself to be misled 
by others, but to keep his soul unspotted from the world. 

While, on the one hand, he avoids these things, he is zealo11s, 
on the other hand, to remember God frequently while he is en
gaged in his work. He earnestly implores Goel to grant him His 
governing and succoring Holy Spirit. That is the spiritual and 
daily Sabbath which a child of God should keep all the time. 

A person who is eager to keep this daily Sabbath can rest 
assurnd that he will keep the eternal Sabbath in the life ever
lasting, which consists in this, that the believers and the chosen 
children of God are delivered from all bodily labor, from all crosses 
and tribulations, from all sins; and behold God face to face, are 
occupied with Him, and praise and serve Him without end. Oh, 
what a holy and glorious Sabbath! This Sabbath will never be 
disturbed. However, it will be obtained only by those who con
tinue in faith and in the love of Jesus unto death. 

PRAYER. 

Holy and merciful God, I hear Thy holy W ord1 
by which Thou hast made me Thy beloved child and 
hast delivered me from the kingdom of the devil. 
Therefore I remember on this day the daily spir
itual Sabbath. I call to mind that I must cease 
from sin and must consecrate my body and soul, 
yea, my entire life to Thee. Henceforth, my God, 
my daily labor shall by Thy grace consist in doing 
Thy will, not mine, in expelling, by Thy power, evil 
lusts and thoughts, in order that Thou alone mayest 
rest in me, and enlighten and sanctify me moi'e and 
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more. 0 God, grant that this spiritual Sabbath of 
my heart may never be disturbed. Pray Thou 
within my heart; sing Thou within my heart; teach 
Thou within my heart. Thus my heart will be a 
temple consecrated to Thee. And when I have 
finished the days of my life according to Thy coun
sel, and at the same time have finished the spiritual 
Sabbath, 0 God, let me enter upon the heavenly, 
eternal Sabbath. There Thy saints shall in ever
lasting rest and in blessed heavenly joy praise Thee 
in the temple of glory. There I shall join with all 
angels and cherubim in singing, Holy, holy, holy to 
Thee. 0 my God, grant that I may obtain that 
happiness. 

There is joy beyond our telling, Where so many saints have 
gone; Thousands, thousands there are dwelling, Worshiping before 
the throne, There the seraphim are shining, Evermore in chorus 
joining: "Holy, holy, holy, Lord! Triune God, for aye adored!" 
Amen. 

HYMN. 
In the covert of His presence, 
'Neath His overshading hand, 
We may find a sacred pleasance 
In awaiting Christ's command. 

Far away the things that madden, 
Far. their vanity and . noise, 
1\fay the Holy Spirit gladden 
Waiting hours with heavenly joys. 

In this time of holy resting 
1\Iay our strength become renewed, 
Not a care the heart molesting 
In its gracions quietude. 

Can the soul be sad or lonely 
In Thy company, 0 Christ? 
Looking to Thee, and Thee only, 
Keeping with Thee constant tryst? 
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Life amid serenest quiet 
Like a brooklet flows along, 
Undisturbed by tempest riot, 
Singing hope's expectant song. 

Blessed are the green oases 
Here and there for pilgrims stored, 
As they follow in the traces 
Of the footprints of the Lord I 

EVENING PRAYER FOR SUNDAY. 

Lord, abide with me; for it is towards even
ing, and the day is far· spent. 0 Thou living and 
almighty God, Thy works are past finding out, Thy 
goodness which Thou showest to the children of 
men is past utterance I I can tell of Thy grace and 
truth, of Thy love and mercy; for Thou hast shown 
me on the day which is now spent much kindness 
in body and soul. Thou hast fed my soul with the 
bread of life and hast given me to drink from the 
living fountain. Thy ·Word has been sweeter to my 
mouth than honey and the honeycomb. Oh, let Thy 
Word be a light on my way all the days of my life, 
that I may order my walk in accordance with it; 
then I shall not stumble, or fall from Thy grace. 

Thou hast also been my Deliverer, my Succorer, 
in temporal affairs and hast suffered me to live in 
good health until this evening. I am not worthy of 
all Thy mercies which Thou hast bestowed on me. 
Come to my side, 0 Thou my Protector, now that 
my weary limbs lie down to rest; guard me, and 
embrace me with Thy sheltering arms. Let me ever 
be a light in the Lord, and let me have no fellow
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness. Grant 
that. Thy Word which I have heard and learned 
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may in the future spring up within me as a holy 
seed, and that its fruits may be perceived in my 
life, by my godliness, by my fear of God, by my 
being dead unto the world and consecrated to Thee. 
Be Thou my Protection and mY, Shade against the 
heat of affliction and the fiery darts of Satan. The 
Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom shall 
I fear 61 The Lord is the Strength of my life ; of 
whom shall I be afraid 61 Avert from me and mine 
conflagrations, floods, and every misfortune, and let 
all who are in sorrow, sickness, or on the point of 
death enjoy Thy rich grace. Then shall our.mouth 
early on the morrow be filled with Thy praise, and 
we shall publish Thy goodness, which Thou alone 
hast shown us in body and soul. 

If I have not heard Thy Word with such zeal 
as I should, forgive me, and do not on that account 
withdraw Thy grace from me. During the coming 
week cause me to be entirely renewed; grant me 
new love and desire for Thee, and new eagerness 
to serve and obey Thee. Grant that I may avoid 
and flee the sins which I liave committed during the 
past week, in order that everybody may see that 
I have not heard Thy Word in vain. Help me dil
igently to ponder that I have an iimnortal soul, in 
order that I may be more concerned about my soul 
than about my body. 0 my God, I am turnin.g my 
eyes toward my resting-place; in doing so I remem
ber my grave, where r shall rest until on the last 
day Thou wilt raise me up with joy unto life ever
lasting. Go, then, my body, into Thy chamber and 
rest; but thou, 0 my soul, enter into the wounds of 
Jesus. 
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Though my weary eyes are closing, And my senses fall asleep, 
Still my soul, on Thee reposing, Ever must its vigils keep. Let 
my spirit longingly Always dream, my God, of Thee, Firmly unto 
Thee e'er cleaving, E'en in sleep Thy grace receiving. Amen. 

HYMN. 
Glory to 'l'hee, my God, this night, 
For all the blessings of the light; 
Keep me, 0 keep me, King of kings, 
Under Thine own almighty wings ! 

Forgive me, Lord, for Thy dear Son, 
The ill that I this day have done, 
'l'hat with the world, myself, and Thee, 
I, ere I sleep, at peace may be. 

Teach me to live, that I may dread 
The grave as little as my bed; 
Teach me to die, that so I may 
With joy behold the Judgment Day. 

0 may my soul on Thee repose, 
And may sweet sleep my eyelids close! 
Let no ill dream disturb my rest, 
No powers of darkness me molest. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatmes here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost l 

The Believing Christian Returns Thanks to God 
after Hearing the Divine Word. 

EXHORTATION. 
Be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 

own selves. Jas. 1, 22. 

All divine blessings are misused by the children of the world. 
This applies also to the hearing of the divine Word. There is 
a great difference in this respect between the children of the world 
and the true children of God. ( 1) The children of the world 
imagine that they may devote Sunday to their customary wanton-
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ness and pleasures. They hold the view - which, however, is utterly 
:false - that, being at leisure, they may seek carnal enjoyment. 
(2) The children o:f the world, at best, go to church in the morning 
to observe a religious form, but in the afternoon they go to sinful 
pleasures, and come home late filled with vain thoughts, sinful 
dissipations, and ·worldly follies, yes, maybe even drunk. (3) The 
children of the world do not heed the Word that was preached to 
them. When you ask them on ~fonday what benefit they have 
derived from attending church, what they have heard, what they 
have learned, they can name nothing. The devil has at once 
taken away the Word out o:f their hearts, lest they should believe 
and be saved, Luke 8, 12. ( 4) And even when they do still re
member a few things, they clo not reduce them to practise. In the 
Old Testament the Lord chose for the sacrifice such animals as 
chewed the cucl; and He loves those most who Tuminate and 
ponder the Word which they have heard or read, who draw :from 
the same new nourishment, strength, and vitality, and are thus 
built up unto life everlasting. 

PRAYER. 

0 God, plenteous in grace, how can I sufficiently 
thank Thee ; how can I sufficiently praise and glo
rify Thee, because Thou hast granted me life so that 
I have been able to celebrate this Sunday~ Thou 
hast caused me to-day to hear Thy holy Word, and 
to understand how I should believe rightly, live 
piously, and finally die saved. Thou hast revealed 
to me Thy gracious will. Thou hast taught me what 
things to shun and what to do. Oh,· indeed, 'I1hou 
hast not left Thyself without witness, so that all are 
without excuse. Thou givest us Thy holy Word and 
Thy holy Sacraments, that we should use them as 
means of grace for our salvation. Thy Holy Spirit 
would· by these means teach, enlighten, sanctify, 
strengthen, and confirm us in the faith. 

0 merciful God, keep me from being a forget
ful hearer and make me a doer of Thy Word. Of 

Starck's Prayer-Book. 2 
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what benefit is all hearing to me, if I do not act ac
cordingly~ Therefore, 0 God, seal to my heart 
what I have heard and reacl. Make Thy Word in 
me quick, powerful, and energetic. 0 Thou Keeper 
of the door, close my heart as soon as the Word of 
Life has entered it for my edification, lest Satan 
rob me of it and I must go home empty. Grant that 
I may take warning, 0 God, at the example of many 
thousands of men, who hear Thy Word, but are not 
converted, do not become more godly, nor put away 
their malice, their mischievous doings and their sin
ful habits, but rather grow more wicked and bold, 
and remain so. What are such people profited by 
their churchgoing, their singing, their hearing, their 
praying? Will not the Word condemn them the 
more, because they have heard the will of the Lord, 
have known it, and yet have not done accordingly~ 

0 my God, grant that I may become more pious 
and godly this week. Grant that I may daily pon
der the Word which I have heard, that I may talk 
of it to my household, that I may rejoice in it, and 
always do accordingly. I have heard from Thy holy 
Word that I must be meek, humble, and merciful: 
grant me grace that I may always be mindful of 
this, and that I may never lapse into wrath, or be 
i·evengeful, proud, and unmerciful. Grant that 
I may love my enemies, deny myself, and do good 
to the poor and afflicted. I have been told that 
I must strive against my evil lusts and thoughts, 
deny myself, put off the old man, and on the other 
hand, put on the new man, and live soberly, right
eously, and godly in this present world: grant me 
strength and ability that I may daily practise these 
virtues and may become proficient in them. And 
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although I may in the beginning discover in me 
much weakness, grant that I may follow after holi
ness, and may more and more purify myself from 
all contaminations of the flesh and the spirit. 

Oh, let me do with Thy holy Word what the 
children of the world do with their earthly treas
ures: let me lock it away safely and secure it. Grant 
me strength also to keep in my heart, as a precious 
and cherished treasure, Thy holy truths, Thy pre
cious doctrines of faith, Thy powerful exhortations 
unto holiness of life. Yea, grant that I may daily 
increase my hoard of them, in order that in all dif
ficult situations, in crosses, in affliction, in sickness, 
yea, in the hour of death, I may again and again 
take from them suitable texts for my comfo1·t. Aye, 
grant me, 0 my God, that I may daily increase in 
stature, wisdom and piety, in the fear of God, in 
the knowledge of Thy will, and in favor with Thee 
and men. 

Almighty God, Thy Worcl is cast Like seed into the ground; 
Now let the clew of heaven descend, And righteous fruits abound. 
I,et not the foe of Christ ancl man This holy seed remove; But 
give it root in every heart To bring forth fruits of love. Let not 
the world's deceitful cares The rising plant destroy; But let it 
yield a lmndreclfold The fruits of peace and joy. Oft as the 
precious seed is sown, Thy quick'ning grace bestow That all whose 
souls the truth receive Its grace and power may know. Amen. 

HYMN. 
'l'hank Goel for the Bible whose clear shining ray 
Has lighted our path, and turned night into day; 
Its wonderful treasures have never been told, 
More precious than rubies, set round with pme gold. 

Thank Goel for the Bible ! in sickness or health 
It brings richei· comforts than honor or wealth, 
I ts blessings are boundless, an infinite store; 
We may drink at its fountain, and thirst nevermore. 
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Thank God :for the Bible sent down :from above, 
Revealing to mortals God's infinite love; 
A :fathomless sea with its bright shining shore 
Where the glorified dwell and are sa:fe evermore. 

Thank God for the Bible rich treasures untold 
Are laid up in sto1·e in its city o:f gold, 
That beauti:ful home of the sa.ved and the blessed 
Where no sorrow can come, where the weary find rest. 

Thank God for the Bible ! how dark is the night 
Where no ray from its pages sheds forth its pure light; 
No Jesus, no Bible, no haven of rest 
Oh, how could we live, were 011r lives so unblest ! 

There are millions who wander in darlmess to-day, 
No Jesus, no Bible, no knowledge to pray; 
God help us to feel and to act in His sight, 
To render 011r thanks, now, by giving them light. 

MORNING PRAYER FOR MONDAY. 

Cause me to hear Thy loving-kindness in the 
morning; for in Thee do I trust: cause me to know 
the way wherein I should walk ; for I lift up my 
soul unto Thee. 0 holy, good, and alone-wise God, 
Thou hast created the heavens, and laid the foun
dations of the earth. Thou hast ordained the change 
from night to day, from light to darkness, from labor 
to rest, so that men and beasts may be refreshed. 
I praise and glorify Thee in this morning hour for 
Thy wisdom and Thy fatherly faithfulness. Thou 
hast graciously heard my prayer, and hast pre
served me during the past night from sickness and 
other ills. Thou hast thrown Thy protection around 
all that is mine. Lord, great are Thy works which 
Thou showest to men; Thy mercy is in the heavens, 
and Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. 
I slept, and Thou didst wake. Sleeping I was as 
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one who is dead, but Thou hast caused me again to 
see the light of the sun. 

0 my God, be Thou also to-day my Helper and 
Savior, my Succorer and Comforter, my Refuge, 
and the God who has mercy on me. Cause Thine 
eyes to be· open over •me, that with Thy safe con
duct I may go in and out unharmed in my calling, 
and may again, if it be Thy will, reach the evening 
unharmed. 0 my God, grant that Thy blessing may 
attend me everywhere. In all that I begin in Thy 
name grant me counsel and success, and let me never 
will except what Thou dost will. With the risen sun 
let the light of Thy holy Spirit arise in me, that I may 
spend the day in Thy fear and love, and in obedience 
towards Thee. Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; 
and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not 
away from Thy presence; . and take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me. Let Him lead, teach, and guide 
me, in order that I may not knowingly sin against 
Thee this day. And when I am tempted to sin, let 
Him remind me, and thus by His inward warning 
keep me from committing sin. 

I put on my clothes; Lord Jesus, clothe me with 
the garment of Thy righteousness. I wash my 
hands; Lord Jesus, wash me with Thy holy blood 
from all my sins. Guard me, that I may never walk 
in the counsel of the ungodly; nor sit in the seat of 
the scornful. For to be their friend means to be 
Thy enemy. If I would have the friendship of the 
world, and would engage with worldlings in their 
sinful and unholy ways, Thou wouldest becollte my 
enemy. 0 my God, impress upon my heart the 
words: Walk thou before Me and be thou perfect. 
Oh, how many begin a new week, but do not live to 
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the end of it I When the week is ended, they are 
sick, or even in their g-raves I Therefore grant that 
I may always follow after holiness, without which 
no one shall see Thee. Make me zealous to be godly 
in my speech, blameless in my walk, and holy in my 
thoughts, that I may always •be found, 0 Jesus, in 
a state of grace and in Thy wounds. May the grace 
of the Father keep me, the love of the Son sanctify 
me, and the communion of the Holy Ghost make 
me fruitful unto ·an good works. 

Smile on my minutes as they roll, And guide my future days; 
Ancl let Thy goodness fill my soul With gratitude and praise. Amen. 

The Believing Christian Prays for God's Blessing 
at the Begininng of the Week. 

EXHORTATION. 
Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him. Ool. 3, 17. 

We have reason to pray and beseech Goel at the beginning 
of each day; how much more shoulcl a believing Christian lift up 
his heacl and his eyes to God when he is about to begin a new 
week! How many men were hale and strong on Sunday, the :first 
day of the week, but were buried the Saturday following ! How 
many have begun the week happy and prosperous, but before the 
week was ended, misfortune had overwhelmed them like a tempest, 
and they closed the week in anguish and woe, with much weeping 
and wringing of hancls. Nbw, my dear Christian, the same may 
happen to you and to me; hence, we should turn to God at the 
very beginning of the week. 

A believing Christian, however, should (1) call upon God 
for Hi~ Holy Spirit to sanctify his heart and to govern him, lest 
he fall into sins, offend God, do violence to his conscience, grieve 
his neighbor, and burden his soul with a heavy responsibility. 
( 2) During the week he should not forget to pray and to worship 
God, but should be diligent in attending divine service and prayer-
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meetings not only on Sunday, but also during the week. Moreover, 
he should daily read am1 ponder God's Word at home with his 
family. (3) Since success does not depend on our hastening and 
hurrying to work, he should especially call upon Goel for His 
blessing; and also have his thoughts upon God while at work. 
He should begin, pursue, and end his work with prayer. (4) He 
should be careful of what he says, should lead a Christian life, 
should have God before his eyes, and remember that one week after 
another passes until finally the last week arrives, when he must 
die and his soul must appear before Goel to rencler its account. 
He who does this can begin the week with God's blessing and end 
it with God's protection. Even if God should permit that week to 
become a week of many crosses to the Christian, nevertheless God 
will during that week be and 1·emain his Helper, Savior, and 
Defender. 

PRAYER. 

0 loving and merciful God, with Thy aid I be
gin this new week. I do not know what will happen 
to me in the course of this week. Much evil and mis
fortune may befall us in a single day. How much 
more in a whole week I Hence, I come to Thee at 
the very beginning of the week and commend my
self wholly to Thee. 0 my God, grant me Thy Holy 
Spirit that He may sanctify, lead, and govern me, 
and bear witness with my spirit that I am a child 
of God. Bless me this week ; bless my going out 
and my coming in; bless the labor of my calling 
and my occupation; bless every step I take. I lift 
up mine eyes to the hins from whence cometh my 
help and blessing. My help cometh from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth. If Thou leadest me, 
I shall not stray; if Thou keepest me, I shall not 
fall. Therefore let Thy faithfulness and mercy 
guard me in all my ways. Bless all that I have, and 
let Thy blessing prosper me. 

0 my God and faithful Father, protect and keep 
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me from all harm, danger, and misfortune. Let me 
remain under Thy gracious protection day and night. 
Guard my house on every side like the house of Job. 
Let Thy angels encamp round about me and my pos
sessions, and I shall not be greatly moved. Hear my 
prayer when I cry unto Thee, and let me not go un
heard from Thy throne of grace. Keep me from 
grievous sins. Show me Thy ways, 0 Lord;. lead 
me in Thy truth. Unite my heart to fear Thy name. 
Grant that I may become more pious and godly dur
ing this week, that I may increase in knowledge and 
love of Thee, and as I am passing out of one week 
into another, grant that I may also grow in the in
ward man, and may add to my faith, virtue ; and to 
virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; 
and to temperance, patience; and to patience, god
liness. If the last week of my life has now arrived, 
grant that I may be assured of Thy grace. If this 
week should become a week of crosses to me, 
strengthen me by Thy Holy Spirit, that with Thy 
mighty aid I may be able to endure and to over
come all. Be Thou my Helper in every need, and 
save me out of every trouble. I commend myself, 
body and soul, and all that I have, together with all 
pious Christians, to Thy gracious and fat11erly pro
tection. 

Direct, control, suggest this day All I design, or do, or say, 
That all my powers, with all their might, In Thy sole glory 
may unite. 

HYMN. 

Forth. in Thy name, 0 Lord, I go, 
:My daily labor to pursue, 
Thee, only Thee, resolved to know 
In all I think, or speak, or do. 
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The task Thy wisdom hath assigned, 
0 let me cheerfully fulfil; 
In all my works 'rl1y presence find; 
And prove Thy good and perfect will. 

Thee may I set at my right hand, 
Whose eyes my inmost substance see, 
And labor on at Thy command, 
And offer all my works to 'rliee. 

For Thee I ever would employ 
Whate'er Thy bo.unteous grace hath giV'n, 
And run my course with even joy, 
And closely walk with Thee to heav'n. 

Exhortation to Evening Prayer on Monday. 
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I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep; for Thou, Lord, 
only makest me dwell in safety. Ps. 4, 8. 

Gratitude is a beautiful grace, well pleasing to God and men. 
Accordingly a believing Christian should always consider when the 
evening arrives that it is God who has permitted him to live through 
the day. It is deplorable that many }Jersons spend days, weeks, 
months, yea,. even years, without considering what God bas done 
for them. They enjoy the protection, aid, and help of God and 
never once thank Him. They regard it as a matter of course that 
they arc well and happy and spend their time in prosperity. 'rhey 
imagine that God owes it to them to preserve them and cause all 
to be well with them. Hence, 0 Christian, withdraw from such 
ungrateful persons. When you have happily passed the day, aided 
and protected by God; when the sun is about to set, and it is 
toward evening, lift up your eyes toward heaven in thanksgiving 
and prayer. 

(1) Give thanks to God because He has kept you from mis
fortune during the day. Consider that while no harm has touched 
you, probably many persons have suffered the greatest misfortunes, 
have lost their health, find themselves sick abed and in great pain 
in the evening, although they were still hale and well in the 
morning. Yea, how many have been reduced to poverty during 
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the day by some misfortune, of which they had no inkling in the 
morning. 

(2) Pray God for the forgiveness of thy sins. Cast over in 
your mind what you have said or done. If you have spoken aught 
against God or your neighbor during the day; if you have done 
anything that is against your conscience and the Christian faith, 
do not retire, do not go to sleep, before you have asked God to 
forgive you. 

(3) Consider that God may require your soul of you this 
very night. Make your peace with God before you close your eyes. 

( 4) Pray to God for His protection and the guardian care 
of His holy angels, that they may ward off all evil from you. 

( 5) Think of God even during the night, if you happen to 
awake. Give thanks to Him, and you shall sleep calmly and peace
fully in His arms and under the protection of His holy angels. 

EVENING PRAYER FOR MONDAY. 

I will lay me down in peace and sleep ; for Thou, 
Lord, makest me dwell in safety. 0 Thou eternal 
and almighty God, these are my evening thoughts 
now that I am about to seek my rest. How shall 
I sufficiently thank Thee because Thou hast guided 
my going out and my coming in so that I have not 
dashed my foot against a stone~ Thou hast given 
me food and drink; Thou hast comforted and re
freshed me; Thy visitation has preserved my spirit; 
and through Thee and Thy grace I still live this day. 
All these and other mercies are voices which sum
mon me to praise Thee. Therefore, bless the Lord, 
0 my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy 
name ! Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and for get not 
all His benefits I 

Forgive me, 0 Lord, in mercy forgive me, if 
I have not kept the example of my Lord Jesus be
fore my eyes, but have put Thy commandments out 
of my mind and have lived with the world and ac-
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cording to its ways. .A.las, Lord, I accuse .myself and 
repent i:u d,ust and ashes. The day is now spent : 
cause my sms to vanish like mist, and remember 
them no more forever. In true sincerity of my 
heart I herewith promise that I will diligently serve 
Thee and regulate my walk by Thy Word. 

Protect me this night against all the wiles of the 
enemy, against misfortune and all evil. When I fall 
asleep, dear Lord Jesus, do Thou close my eyes, and 
at the same time impress upon my heart Thy bleed
ing image, that I may never forget Thee. Grant 
that my yearning soul may ever dream ·of Thee, 
0 God; that I may ever remain. firmly united to 
Thee, and that also in my sleep I may be Thine. Be 
my Light in darkness, my Help in trouble. When 
Thou saidst, Seek ye My face, my heart said unto 
Thee, Thy · face, Lord, will I seek. I know of no 
helper save Thee, 0 almighty God. My Father is 
with me; why, then, should I fear, though I lie alone 
and sleep ~ My Jesus, the Light of my soul, is with 
me, though my bodily eyes are closed. The Holy 
Ghost is with me and maintains His witness in my 
heart, that I am a child of God, though I lie in
sensible. Since I am enfolded in the protection of 
the Triune God, I sleep in safety like Jacob; I sleep 
unconcerned as a child on his mother's breast; 
I sleep protected like Peter. 

0 Lord, I pray remember me Throughout the shades of night, 
And grant to me most graciously The shield of 'l'hy great might. 
And therefore now I close my eyes And sleep with tranquil breast; 
ViT11y waste the time in fears or sighs? God watches o'er my rest. 
Amen. 
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MORNING PRAYER ON TUESDAY. 

A wake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee light I 0 Thou 
merciful God, whose goodness and faithfulness is 
renewed every morning, I give Thee thanks and 
praise with heart and voice because Thou hast again 
permitted me this morning to rise from my bed in 
health, and hast preserved my body from harm and 
my soul from sin. How excellent is Thy loving
kindness, 0 God l There£ ore the children of men 
put their trust under the shadow of Thy wings and 
are sheltered there by Thy might. The darkness is 
past, and I behold again the light of the sun. Grant 
me grace to walk in Thy light this entire day, and 
to flee all the works of darkness. I count that day 
lost on which I have served the world, and have 
ordered my speech, my action, and my thoughts to 
suit the habits and the follies of the world. Of all 
these things I shall one day have to render a strict 
account before Thy judgment-seat. 

I prefer to consecrate myself wholly to Thy ser
vice with body and soul. Grant that I may wish noth
ing, propose and think of nothing but what pleases 
Thee, that this entire day may be hallowed to Thee. 
Yea, grant that I may always live, speak, and act 
as though I must die this day. Now that this dark 
night is past, and I have reposed in Thy arms as 
Thy child and am granted a new lease of life, I know 
not whither to betake me except to Thee. I knock 
at the door of Thy grace; I turn again to the Foun
tain whence I draw blessing after blessing and help 
after help. For what Thou, Lord, dost bless is 
blessed forever. When Thou openest Thy hand, 
Thou satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 
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Give me good counsel when I need counsel. Direct 
my plans and purposes according to Thy will. 
Kindle in me the flame of Thy divine love, that 
I may this day show my faith by my works, abide 
in sincere love towards Thee and my neighbor, and 
reach the evening unharmed in my conscience. Unto 
Thee, Lord, my God, do I cry; be not silent to me : 
lest if Thou be silent to me, I become like them that 
go down into the pit. Hear the voice of my suppli
cation as I lift up my hands towards Thy sanc
tuary. Let the prayer of the afflicted, the downcast, 
the sick, and also the prayer of my family and of 
all God-fearing men find a hearing at Thy .throne 
of grace. 

Orcler our path in all things According to Thy mind, And 
when this life is over, Ancl all must be resigned, 0 grant us then 
to die With calm and fearless spirit, Ancl after death inherit 
Eternal life on high. Amen. 

The Believing Christian Rejoices in His 
Regeneration. 

EXHORTATION. 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you. 1Pet.1, 3. 4. 

If any man glory, let him glory in the Lord. If any rejoice, 
let him rejoice at such things as can make him eternally happy. 
Now, if there is anything in which a believer may glory and at 
which he may rejoice, it is certainly his regeneration, the blessecl 
fact that he was baptized and thereby was. made a child of Goel 

In Holy Baptism we have obtained (1) sonship with Goel. 
God is our Father, and we being· His children, He will sustain, 
preserve, provide for us, and will never forsake us. We haYe 
received (2) the righteousness of Jesus Christ. All that Christ 
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has acquired by His suffering and death has been given us and 
made our own in Holy Baptism. Yea, we have been planted in Him. 
He is the Vine, we are the branches, thI'Ough Him we obtain new 
strength unto every good work, light, wisdom, and grace. ( 3) There 
has been imparted to us the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, who 
will make His abode in us, sanctify our hearts, govern our tongues 
and our lips, and onler our whole life according to the Word and 
will of God. By this indwelling power of the Holy Spirit we are 
more and more drawn away from evil, and are made to grow in 
faith, in godliness, and in the fear of God, as a new-born babe 
increases in years and in strength. ( 4) We also obtain everlasting 
salvation, that is, when this life is ended, we shall share eternal 
joy and glory. 

A person pondering these things must needs rejoice in God 
with all .his heart. However, let him be on his guard, (1) lest 
he lose the grace bestowed upon him; ( 2) that he may walk worthy 
of his vocation; ( 3) lest he again begin to love the world or sin 
wantonly with the unregenerate and worldly people and conform 
to their ways; ( 4) that as a loving child he may obey his 
heavenly Father, follow the Lord Jesus, and not resist the prompt
ing of the Holy Spirit. If he does this, he will surely enjoy the 
love, grace, and assistance of the Triune God here in time, and 
will obtain everlasting life hereafter. 

PRAYER. 

0 mighty God and dearest Father, how can 
I sufficiently know, praise, and magnify Thy love! 
Thou hast been so deeply concerned for my soul, 
lest it should perish. Oh, what glory hast Thou 
imparted to me in Holy Baptism by adopting me as 
Thy child I Men greatly boast the happiness which 
they derive from their noble birth, from the fact 
that they have risen to exalted positions of honor, 
from their great wealth and their pretentious pos
. sessions. Behold; I esteem the happiness which 
I enjoy in being Thy child much more highly. For, 
if we are children, we are also heirs, heirs of God 
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer 
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with Him, that we may be also glorified together. 
Since I am a child of God, rn.y heavenly Father will 
keep, govern, protect, and provide for me ; yea, He 
will never in any trouble forsake me. Since I am 
a child of God, I have in Him not only a powerful 
support in life, but also great comfort in death; for, 
since I am His child, He will refresh, restore, and 
comfort me, and when I quit this world, He will 
conduct me to the life of joy without end. 

0 dearest Father, grant me Thy Holy Spirit, 
that He may continually remind me of this glory. 
I am still in this world and dwell among the chil
dren of men. Keep me from sinning and doing evil 
with the children of the world, and from conform
ing to their ways. If I see any one doing· evil, if 
I hear evil spoken, put me in mind that I am a child 
of God, and that such sins and vices are not becom
ing to me. Grant me the strength to say cheerfully : 
W orldlings, know that my birthright and heavenly 
heritage with God shall not be bartered for your 
pleasures, vanities, and customs! 0 my Jesus, Thou 
knowest that I love Thee, and that I am sincerely 
grieved when I do not at all times and in very deed 
love Thee as I should and desire to do. · Oh, be 
pleased to accept at least my good intention; grant 
that I may lead a life of faith and godliness, of holi
ness, purity, and childlike humility. Let me love, 
honor, fear, and follow Thee, that I may live and 
die as Thy child, and as Thy child may attain to 
heavenly joys. 

In Holy Baptism long ago I joined me to the living Vine; 
Thou lovest me in Him, I know, In Him Thou dost accept me 
Thine. :M:y God, for Jesus' sake I pray Thy peace may bless my 
dying day. Amen. 
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HYMN. 
Baptized into Thy name most holy, 
0 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
I claim a place, though weak and lowly, 
Among Thy seed, Thy chosen host; 
Buried with Christ and dead to sin, 
Thy spirit now shall live within. 

My loving Father, Thou dost take me 
To be henceforth Thy child and heir; 
My faithful Savior, Thou dost make me 
The fruit of all Thy sorrows share; 
Thon, Holy Ghost, wilt comfort me 
When darkest clouds aTound I see. 

And I have vowed to :fear and love Thee, 
And to obey Thee, Lord, alone; 
I felt Thy Holy Spirit move me, 
And freely pledged myself Thine own, 
Renouncing sin to keep the faith, 
And war with evil unto death. 

My faithful God, Thou failest never, 
Thy covenant surely will abide; 
0 cast me not away forever, 
Should I transgress it on my side; 
If I have sore my soul defiled, 
Yet still forgive, restorn Thy child. 

Yea, all I am and love most dearly, 
'110 Thee I offer new and whole; 
0 let me make my vows sincerely, 
Take full possession of my soul, 
Let naught within me, naught I own, 
Serve any will but Thine alone. 

Depart, depart, thou prince of darkness ! 
No more by thee I'll be enticed. 
Mine is indeed a tarnished conscience, 
But sprinkled with the blood of Christ. 
Away, vain world I 0 sin, away! 
Lo ! I renounce you all this clay. 
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And never let my pmpose falter, 
0 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; 
But keep me faithful to Thine altar, 
Till Thou shalt call me from my post; 
So unto Thee I live and die, 
And praise Thee evermore on high. 

EVENING PRAYER ON TUESDAY. 

33 

The Lord is on my side; I will not fear: what 
can man do unto me~ Thus, 0 gracious and loving 
God, I may speak in this evening hour. I give Thee 
humble thanks because Thou hast suffered me to 
complete this day under Thy fatherly protection, 
Thy loving care, Thy gracious guidance, and Thy 
abundant blessing. Lord, Thy goodness is great, 
and Thy mercy is without end. The Lord is nigh 
unto all them that call upon Him, to all that call 
upon Him in truth. He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear Him; He also will hear their cry, 
and will save them. 

Alas, my God, how swiftly the day has passed! 
As an arrow shot from the bow, so swiftly our 
years fly. Therefore make me to know mine end 
and the measure of my days, what it is, that I may 
know how frail I am. Behold, Thou hast made my 
days as an handbreadth, and mine age is as nothing 
before Thee. We must all appear before the judg
ment-seat of Christ, that every one may receive the 
things done in the body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad. Therefore I enter 
into judgment with myself and inquire, My soul, 
how hast thou spent this day~ Hast thou thought 
upon anything good~ Has God remained united 
with thee, or hast thou driven Him from thee by 

Sturrk's Pl'tlyer-Book, 3 
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deliberate and conscious sins~ My mouth, what hast 
thou spoken to-day~ Hast thou spoken what is 
honest, chaste, and of good report~ Hast thou 
spread abroad the praise of God t Or hast thou 
overflowed with :filthiness and foolish talking~ 

Whither have ye gone, my feet t What acts have 
ye performed and committed, my hands 61 To what 
have ye listened, my ears~ At what have ye looked, 
my eyes~ What has been thy desire, study, and aim 
to-day, my heart~ 

0 my God, if I am to answer all these questions, 
how shall I stand 61 0 Lord, with the passing of 
this day remove my transgressions. 0 Jesus, blot 
out my sins with Thy holy blood. 0 Holy Spirit, 
assure me of the forgiveness of all my sins before 
I fall asleep. When I am thus acquitted of my 
guilt, 0 Triune God, I shall calmly go to sleep, and 
to-morrow I shall be the more diligent to avoid all 
that may grieve Thee. My Father, let Thy love 
cover me and mine. My Jesus, in Thy wounds 
I rest in peace and safety. 0 Holy Spirit, before 
I fall asleep, do Thou breathe in my heart the last 
sigh with which I commend my spirit into the hands 
of God. 

'rhough I have from Thee departed, Now I seek Thy face 
again, For Thy Son, the Loving-hearted, Made our peace through 
bitter pain. Yes, far greater than -our sin, Though it still be 
strong within, Is 'rhy love that fails us never, Mercy that endures 
forever. Amen. 

MORNING PRAYER ON WEDNESDAY. 

When I awake, I am still with Thee, 0 gracious 
and loving God, my Rock, my Fortress, and my De
liverer, my Shield, and the Horn of my Salvation, 
and my Strong Tower! I lift up my voice at this 
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early hour to the throne of Thy grace, and give 
Thee thanks, because during the past night Thou 
hast spread Thy wings above me, and hast prnserved 
my body and my soul from all harm. Blessed be 
the Lord ·every day, and blessed be His holy name 
forever and ever. My God, Thou continuest my 
life from day to day, in order that I may prepare 
myself for eternity and yield my soul unto Thee as 
Thy possession and dwelling. Thou hast created me 
for a life without end. Thou art not willing· that 
I should perish, but that I should repent and live. 
0 grant that I may employ this day in working out 
my own salvation with fear and trembling. It is 
now mid-week. Three days have passed without ill 
fortune to me. If it please Thee, let me also spend 
the remaining three under Thy protection and 
grace. When I walk in the midst of trouble, do 
Thou refresh me. When my enemies gather around 
me, do Thou come to my rescue and help me. 
0 Jesus, my Mediator, make my heart Thy dwelling
place, that I may hasten to Thee in every event, 
trouble, distress, and in the hour of death, and ob
tain help from Thee. If God be for me, who can be 
against me~ 0 dearest Savior, let me tread in Thy 
holy footsteps to-day; let me walk as Thou didst 
walk. Then shall I readily escape the temptations 
of the world, and the wiles of my own heart. 

Be at my side while I pursue my calling. I say 
with full assurance, "Lord, I will not let Thee go 
except Thou bless me.'' Bless me whether I sleep 
or wake; bless every step ; bless me in all things; 
let Thy blessing rest upon me. Let me be blessed 
of Thee, and do not take Thy blessing away from me. 
Amidst the works of my calling let my heart dili-
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gently turn to Thee. When my heart inclines to 
become entangled, and to seek enjoyment in the lust 
·of the world and in the sins of the world, give me 
:strength to wi·est it from these things and to sink it 
into Thy love, 0 my Father, into Thy wounds, 0 my 
Jesus, that it may not stray from Thy fellowship, 
but may still be found there when the evening has 
arrived. If a conflict awaits me to-day, help me to 
overcome it. If a sinful thought suggests itself in 
my heart, or a naughty word rises to my lips, 
strengthen me that I may suppress it by Thy Spirit. 
Let my household be commended to Thee, and all 
who are afflicted and sick ; cause the light of Thy 
grace to arise and shine in the midst of their 
suffering. 

Let my life and conversation Be directed by Thy Word; Lord, 
Thy constant preservation To Thy erring child afford. Nowhere 
but alone in Thee From all harm can I be free. Amen. 

The Believing Christian Prays God to Wean Him 
from the World. 

EXHORTATION. 
:Se not conformed to this world; but be ye transformed by the 

-renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God. Rom.12, 2. 

When a believing Christian reflects that the love of tlie world, 
like a weed, grows spontaneously in the soul, while the fear of 
God and the love of God, like a beautiful and fragrant plant, 
must be planted in the heart and diligently and constantly tended, 
he will understand with what concern and anxiety he is expected 
to guard Iris heart. Accordingly, he should (1) be aware that the 
world is both within and without him. Within him there is the 
world in the form of evil lusts, wiles, desires, ancl thoughts of his 
heart. Without him there is the world in the form of the examples, 
enticements, ancl temptations of evil men. (2) All these eYils a 
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true Christian must resist: the lusts aml the thoughts arising in 
him, by prayer and supplication; the allurements of the worhl, 
by avoiding its society, habits, customs, aml mocle of living. 
( 3) ~ow, since it is not in his own power to do this, he must 
fervently pray God :for help and assistance. 

( 4) 'l'his separation of the world must not be effected by 
locking oneself up, shutting oneself in, and refusing to speak to, 
or associate with, any one; it must consist in refusing to join the 
children of the world in their sins and to imitate their wicked 
works and deeds. For if we were to have absolutely nothing to 
do •vith worlilly men, we should, as Paul declares, have to go ont 
of the world entirely. We are to be in the world, as Joseph in 
Egypt, Lot in. Sodom, Daniel and his companions in Babylon. 
All these men did not practise the wicked ways of the people and 
the cities where they lived. ( 5) This separation from the world 
is not to be effected me1·ely for show and for a few clays, when we 
are about to go to confession and to the Lord's Supper, but we 
are to be constantly engaged in this 'work. 'rl1e world must be 
turned out of our hearts every day, and every clay Jesus must enter 
our hearts. 

PRAYER. 

Merciful God, Thou Lover of men, how great 
is Thy loving-kindness toward us! Thou dost pa
tiently bear our many faults and weaknesses. Thou 
dost not punish us in the very acts, nor according 
to our deserts. Thou hast opened my eyes by Thy 
W 01·d, so that I now know myself and, alas I rec
ognize the depravity of my heart. I feel that the 
world is within me and without me. I find the world 
within me, namely, evil desires of my heart, sinful 
inclinations and promptings to evil. I find the world 
without me, namely, evil men who would entice and 
inislead me by their sinful examples and tempta
tions. .A.las I my heart, which is froward by nature, 
takes greater delight and pleasure in these things 
than in Thy holy Word. Woe is me that I have 
such a long time, so frequently, and to such a degree 
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allowed myself to be enticed and drawn away by the 
world I I am ashamed to lift up my eyes to Thy 
presence when I think of the follies of my youthful 
years. Alas I I have served the world better than 
Thee, 0 my God! I have tried more to please the 
world than Thee; I have clung to the world more 
than to Thee. With all these things I have offended 
Thee, have wounded my conscience, and aroused 
Thy anger. 

Behold, my Go<!-, I return, and repent in dust and 
ashes. 0 my God, withdraw me from the wor Id, that 
Thou alone mayest possess and govern my heart. Let 
Thy Holy Spirit sanctify me wholly, and drive the 
world out of me. Make me consider the miserable 
end of the children of the world, that I may cleave 
to Thee and not to the world; that I may follow Thee 
and not the world; that I may obey Thee and not 
the world. Draw me back when I am about to run 
and sin with the world again. Keep me always in 
Thy fear, and put me in mind that Thou hast created 
me for Thy service, that I should daily put on the 
new man which after God is created in righteous
ness and true holiness. Cause the wo'rld to become 
more and more distasteful to me; let me with ever
growing relish strive after holiness, the fear of God, 
and heaven. Grant that I may constantly despise 
the lust of the world, which passes away; that I may 
flee the lust and the joys of the world, because after 
one has drained them, there follows nothing but 
anxiety, unrest, an evil conscience, and the destruc
tion of the soul. Pluck from my heart whatever 
there is still remaining in it of the world and of the 
love of the world, and plant Thy holy fear within 
me, in order that I may carefully avoid, from love 
of Thee, all that is evil. · 
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Come, 0 come, Thon quickening Spirit, Tme God from 
eternity! Let us Thy blest grace inherit, And om souls be filled 
with Thee; Then shall spirit, life, and light Dissipate our inner 
night. Grant our hearts rrhy heavenly treasure: ·wisdom, counsel, 
purity, That in naught we may take pleasure But in that which 
pleaseth Thee. Let Thy knowledge spread and grow, Working 
error's overthrow. Amen. 

HYMN. 
What is the world to me, 
And all its vaunted pleasure, 
When Thou, and Thou alone, 
Lord .Jesus, art my Treasure ! 
Thou only, dearest Lord, 
My soul's Delight shall be, 
Thou art my Peace, my Rest -
What is the world to me! 

The world is like the smoke, 
A fleeting exhalation; 
A shadow faint and dim 
Of very short duration; 
My .Jesus doth abide, 
Though all things fade and flee ; 
My everlasting Rock-
What is the world to me ! 

The world strives to be praised 
And honored by the mighty, 
Nor will at all reflect 
How frail they are and flighty. 
But what I glory in 
Above all things is He, 
My ,Jesus, He alone-
What is the world to me I 

The world seeks after wealth, 
And unto Mammon offers 
Its all, content if gold 
Is hoarded in its co:ffei·s; 
I know a higher good, 
W11ich e'er my joy shall be; 
My .Jesus is my wealth 
ViThat is the world to me ! 
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The world is sorely grieved 
If ever it is slighted, · 
As though an enemy 
Its honor would have blighted. 
Christ, I bear Thy reproach 
While thus it pleaseth Thee. 
I'm honored by my Lord 
What is the world to me ! 

'l'he wOTlcl cannot extol 
Too highly sinful pleasures, 
Ancl foolishly resigns 
For them the heavenly treasures. 
Let others love the wodcl 
To please their vanity; 
I love the Lord, my God 
What is the world to me ! 

What is the worlcl to me ! 
It Tapiclly must vanish, 
With all its gorgeous pomp 
Pale cleath it cannot banish; 
Its riches pass away, 
And all its joys must flee, 
But Jesus cloth abide 
What is the worlcl . to me ! 

What is the world to me! 
liy Jesus is my Treasure, 
.?iiy Life, my Wealth, my All, 
:My Friend, my Love, my Pleasure, 
l\fy heavenly happiness 
And bliss eternally. 
Once more, then, I would say, 
What is the world to me! 

EVENING PRAYER FOR WEDNESDAY. 

I laid me down and slept; I a waked; for the 
Lord sustained me. 0 holy, gracious, and alone 
wise God I This day is declining, and Thou hast 
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again made me to experience that Thou art the true 
Father, of whom the whole family in heaven and 
earth is named. According to Thine infinite good
ness Thou hast cared for me, so that I have not 
lacked any good tlring. 0 Lord, I am not worthy 
of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, 
which Thou hast shown me. What shall I render 
unto the Lord for all the benefits which He bestows 
upon me daily, though I am but dust and ashes~ 
Despise not the humble offering of praise which 
I bring Thee in tlris evening hour, and continue to 
look upon me with Thy favor. 

Forgive me, 0 gracious God, whatever sins 
I have committed against Thee this day in thought, 
word, and deed. Help me to lay aside, with my gar
ments, every evil habit, impropriety, and sin. Grant 
that to-morrow and for the rest of my life I may 
hate and quit them. Help me to put off, concerning 
the former conversation, the old man, and never to 
put hin1 on again. During the coming night let me, 
together with all my relatives and the members of 
my household, sleep in peace and safety under Thy 
protecting grace. 

The sun has vanished; but do Thou, 0 Jesus, 
the Sun of Righteousness, shine. with Thy luster 
within my heart. Fill me wlrile I sleep with good 
impulses, so that, when I awake, Thy name and the 
thought of Thee may be in my heart. Grant that 
in sleepless nights I may meditate on my couch and 
speak of Thy goodness, faithfulness, and gracious 
guidance, and may thus drive away all useless cares 
and sinful thoughts. Renew my strength by sleep, 
that I may arise in the morning refreshed and cheer
ful. As the shepherd watches over his flock, even so 
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let me be commended in body and soul to Thy Shep
herd's care. 

But if for the trial of my faith, my patience, 
ancl hope, Thou shoulclst send affliction upon me by 
day or night, remember, 0 my Goel, that I am Thy 
child; that without Thee I can do nothing; and that 
it is for Thee, my Father, to send me deliverance and 
help from Thy sanctuary. Cause me to rejoice in 
sorrow, comfort me in affliction; when I am for
saken, do Thou cordially receive me. Let Thy omni
presence and Thy all-seeing eye keep me by day 
and by night from sin. I lift up mine eyes unto the 
bills from whence cometh my help ; my help cometh 
from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

The day is past and over. All thanks, 0 Lord, to Thee! 
I pl'ay Thee now that sinless The hours of dark may be. 0 Jesus, 
keep me in 1I'hy sight, And save me through the coming night. 
The joys of day are over; I lift my heart to Thee, And pray 
Thee that offenseless The hours of dark may be. 0 Jesus, make 
their darkness light And save me through the coming night! The 
toils of day are over. I raise my hymn to Thee, And ask that 
free from peril The hours .of dark may be. 0 Jesus, keep me 
in Thy sight, And guard me throngh the coming night. Amen. 

MORNING PRAYER FOR THURSDAY. 

Give ear to my words, 0 Lord, consider my 
meditation. Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my 
King and my God; for unto Thee will I pray. 
0 Thou gracious and merciful God! I praise and 
magnify Thee in this morning hour, not only be
cause like a father Thou hast sustained and pre
served me from my youth, but also because Thou 
hast been my protection and my aid during the past 
night, and hast suffered me again to rise in health 
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for Thy praise and to behold the welcome light 
of day. 

0 Thou Lover of life 1 What is man that Thou 
art mindful of him, and the son of man that Thou 
visitest him~ I lay in sleep, utterly self-forgetful; 
but Thy visitation has preserved my spirit. Thou 
·didst surround me and my house with Thine angel 
guard, so that no harm could touch me and no mis
fortune hurt me. Thou hast refreshed me with 
·sweet rest, which many who are sick, sorrowing, or 
troubled have perhaps had to do without. .And Thou 
hast done this for me, although I had deserved chas
tisement as much as they, yea, more, because for the 
innumerable benefits which I have received during 
all my life I have not been as grateful to Thee, my 
Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer, as my duty re
quired; for I have not, as I should have done, 
offered to Thee unceasing praise and humble thanks. 

By Thy grace I will begin to-day to make amends 
for what I have neglected through my own fault. 
I promise in this morning hour that I will serve 
Thee with body and soul, and will yield myself 
wholly to Thee. I am resolved that my mouth shall 
not off end to-day and load me with a heavy respon
sibility because of foolish talking and sinful idle 
speech. I will check my feet from walking in any 
sinful path. Mine eye shall not look at forbidden 
things and persons. I will not put forth my hands 
to unrighteousness. I will turn away my ears from 
pernicious doctrine and evil communications which 
corrupt good manners. On the contrary, I will de
vote myself, 0 Triune God, to Thy service. Oh, do 
Thou dwell in me, sanctify, guide, and cleanse me 
more and mo1·e by Thy grace. 
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Let me associate to-day only with godly persons; 
and if through my calling I should unexpectedly be 
brought into the company of wicked men, preserve 
my heart and conscience against their sinful words 
and polluting deeds. Bless my labors, so that I may 
perform them with joy and cheerfulness, in child
like reliance upon Thy providing care, and let me 
experience Thy blessing at every point. And now, 
I lift up mine eyes unto the .hills from whence 
cometh my help ; my help cometh from the Lord, 
who made heaven .and earth, and who shall bless, 
prosper, and preserve me, here in time and through
out an eternity of joy. 

Let our going out be blessed) Bless our entrance in like 
measure; Bless, 0 Lord, our toil and rest, Bless our bread, our 
grief and pleasme, Be in death 'rhy blessing given, And make us 
blest heirs of heaven. Amen. 

The Believing Christian Desires to Follow Jesus. 
EXHORTATION. 

If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me. Matt.16, 24. 

"Lord, see if there be any wicked way in me," thus a be
lieving Christian should daily pray according to Ps. 139, 24. If a 
careful traveler must diligently inquire his way, a believer should 
diligently ascertain the way to heaven. Many deceivers are gone 
out into the world, says St. John; hence a true Christian must 
take great care not to be deceived. 

Accordingly, a true Christian ( 1) does not follow the children 
of the world who seek to take him with them to their merry, but 
sinful gatherings; for by so doing he would place his soul in 
very great clanger. Still less does he follow the impulse of his 
evil heart, but every time a thought is suggested to him he in
quires, Is it right? Nor does he follow Satan and his enticements, 
but (2) he follows the Holy Scriptures which tell him what he 
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is to believe, what he is to do and not to do. Scripture is his 
rule of life. \Yhat the Scriptmes do not allow, that he detests 
with all his heart. In particular, (3) he follows the Lord Jesus, 
who has given us an example that we should follow in his footsteps. 
The footsteps of Jesus are humility, chastity, kindness, and god
liness. These virtues our Lord practised in His life on earth 
:for our imitation. To follow Him truly in a holy life means to 
prnctise these virtues. ( 4) He also follows the example of other 
goocl Christians. \Yl1cnever he observes that his fellow-Christians 
are fervent in prayer, reverent towards God, charitable to the poor, 
or eager in other virtues, he strives to imitate them. ( 5) He is 
to continue thus to follow after holiness until death. Then shall 
he fulfilled to such souls the words of St. John in Revelation 14, 4: 
"They follow the Lamb" into life eveTlasting. 

PRAYER. 

· 0 my God and Lord, my only desire is so to live 
that after death I may enter into the joy of heaven I 
I always rejoice when I read in Thy Word that the 
elect in heaven follow the I1amb whithersoever He 
goeth. But I also know full well that he who would 
follow the Lamb into glory must follow Him here in 
time, while he is still living on earth. When I ponde1· 
this fact, I am really concerned for my salvation. 
I see before me many who would become my guides, 
and I know not which one of them to follow. Satan 
invites me by hls allurements to follow him; the 
world places before my eyes its examples, its ways, 
its society. But I fear that I would also have to 
follow them after death, to hell and damnation. 

Therefore, 0 .Jesus, I will follow Thee. Then 
I shall pursue the safest, best, and most blessed way. 
I will follow Thee in faith, love, humility, obedi
ence, godliness, and chastity. Christ has left us an 
example that we should follow His footsteps. His 
example shall ever be before my eyes. After the 
example of .Jesus, I will love and honor my heavenly 
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Father and will do His holy will. After His example 
I will love ;my fellow-man and will do good to him. 
After His example I will readily forgive my enemies. 
After His example I will be humble ; for He says : 
"Learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart." 
This is, indeed, my sacred purpose; 0 give me the 
strength to accomplish it. 

Oh, remind me of these things at all times, in 
order that, whenever I see before me the behavior, 
the words, and vanities of the wicked children of 
this world, I may ask, Whither art thou going, 
0 world~ Thy way is not directed to .Jesus and His 
salvation. Help me always to inquire of myself, Is 
this the true way to heaven~ Grant that I may clili
gently bear in mind who I am and what I ought 
to be. I ought to be a child of God, a follower of 
.Jesus. I ought to keep myself unspotted from the 
world. Help me constantly to persevere in this 
mind and to follow Thee unto death. 

Savior, I follow on, Guided by Thee, Seeing not yet the hand 
That leadeth me; Hushed be my heart and still, Fear I no further 
ill, Only to meet Thy will "iliy will shall be. Amen. 

HYMN. 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus only 
Can my heart-felt longing still; 
Without Him my soul is lonely, 
And I wish what Jesus will. 
For my heart, which He hath filled, 
Ever cries, Lord, as Thou wilt. 

One it is for whom I'm living, 
Whom I'm loving faithfully; 
Jesus, unto whom I'm giving 
What in love He gave to me. 
Jesus' blood hides all my guilt; 
Lord, 0 lead me as Thou wilt. 
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Seems a thing to me a treasure 
Which displeasing is to 'rhee, 
Then remove such dangerous pleasure; 
Give instead what profits me. 
Let my heart by Thee be stilled, 
]\fake me Thine, Lord, as Thou wilt. 

Grant that always I endeavor 
Thy good pleasure to fulfil, 
In me, through me, with me ever, 
Lord, accomplish Thou Thy will. 
Let me die, Lord, on Thee built, 
When, and where, and as Thou wilt. 

Lord, Thy praise shall be unceasing, 
For 'rhou gav'st Thyself to me, 
And besides so many a blessing, 
That I sing now joyfully : 
Be it unto me, my Shield, 
As Thou wilt, Lord, as Thou wilt. 

EVENING PRAYER FOR THURSDAY. 

47 

When I lie down in bed, I remember Thee, and 
when I awake, I speak of Thee. 0 Thou bounteous 
and merciful. God and Father, again I come before 
Thy countenance in this evening hour with a thank
ful heart because Thy grace has showered numerous 
blessings upon me. Oh, how graciously hast Thou re
garded me and hast pitied me like as a father pitieth 
his child! And thus I have reached this evening un
harmed. Thy long-suffering has spared me; for 
Thou hast not punished me as I had deserved. 
Oh, pardon all my transgressions with which I haye 
off ended Thee secretly or openly I I ought to become 
stronger in :fighting against sin, more zealous unto 
good works, more devout in prayer, more careful in 
speech, more godly in conduct. But who can under
stand his errors f Cleanse Thou me also from secret 
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faults. Let me henceforth avoid diligently all those 
things with which I have offended Thee to-day. If 
my sins are great, Thy mercy is far greater; if Thou 
wert not a merciful God, 0 Lord, who could live~ 

I now lay me down to rest. Do Thou, 0 God, 
shut the door after me, as Thou didst at Noah's .Ark, 
that no flood of tribulation may overwhelm me. Let 
Thy holy angels take me into their protection, that 
my enemies, Visible or invisible, may not disturb my 
rest. Help me also to remember when lying down 
in bed, that I shall thus be covered with earth one 
day, but shall rise again on the last day. Let me 
spend and conclude all my days in such a manner 
that I may be able to take comfort in the fact that 
I have a gracious God and a good conscience, so that 
I may be ready at whatever hour Thou comest to 
take me home . 

.As I lie sleeping and yet continue breathing, so 
do Thou, 0 Jesus, remain united with me even in 
sleep. 0 Triune God, under Thy shield and protec
tion neither adversity nor death can harm me. Thy 
love and protection, 0 Father, Thy wounds, 0 Jesus, 
Thy succor, 0 precious Holy Spirit, are a wall of 
defense around me within which I sleep in peace 
and repose well secured. Before this defense Satan 
must flee and haste away. Let also my dear ones, 
and all who are poor and in distress, enjoy Thy pro
tection. Let me gather strength in sleep and, if it 
be Thy will, let me behold the light of day again on 
the morrow. 

Lie still in darkness, Sleep safe in night, The Lord is a 
Watchman, The Lamb is a Light. Jehovah, He holcleth The sea 
and the land - The earth in the hollow Of His mighty hand. 
All's well in the darkness, All's well in the light, The Lord is 
the Watchman, The Lamb is a Light. Amen. 
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MORNING PRAYER FOR FRIDAY. 

My heart is fixed, 0 God, my heart is fixed : 
I will sing and give praise. 0 gracious and loving 
God, my Father, Redeemer, and Sanctifier 1 I lift 
up my heart and my hands in this morning hour to 
the throne of Thy divine majesty, whence so many 
blessings have been showered upon me all my life 
and also during the past night. Thou hast, during 
this night, been my Strength, my Protection, my 
Deliverer, my Strong Tower, my Helper in need, my 
Comfort, my Shield, yea, my All. My God and Lord, 
I acknowledge that I am unworthy of all these bless
ings. Thou didst think of me in the midst of dark
ness; and while the dark shadows encompassed me, 
Thy fatherly care protected my body and soul 
against harm and danger. Therefore I praise Thee 
and magnify Thy name. The Lord hath done great 
things for me, whereof I am glad. 

0 loving God, be at my side this day; guide and 
lead me with Thy counsel and afterward receive me 
into glory. Whom have I in heaven but Thee~ And 
there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee. 
Suggest to me all that I shall have to speak, to-day 
and at all times, that I may not off end Thee with 
my lips. Teach me what I must do, so as not to do 
evil. Let 'rhy Spirit always knock warningly at 
my heart, whenever my thoughts are about to stray 
from Thee. 0 Jesus, when my flesh and blood ex
cite sinful desires in me, let Thy bleeding image 
stand before my eyes, and let me remember that at 
the time of Thy bitter suffering it was on a Friday 
that Thou didst sweat drops of blood for me on the 
Mount of Olives; that Thou wast cruelly scourged 
m the judgment-hall, and wast nailed bleeding to 

Stnrck's Prayer-Book. 4 
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the cross. If an occasion to sin should present it
self to-day from without, and my heart should he 
willing to yield, place Thy bleeding image before 
me, that through it every desire to sin may be 
quenched, mortified, and driven from my heart. 
Thus let this Friday suggest freedom to me ; let it 
be to me a day of deliverance from sin; and remain 
such all my life, while I die unto sin and walk in 
the newness of the spirit. 

Hemember also my bodily needs and bless me. 
Let me regard all earthly things as perishable pos
sessions, lest I set my heart upon them ; and let me 
seek the things eternal. When I am at work, 
strengthen me; when I pray, hear me; when I go 
out, accompany me ; when I return home, depart 
not from me. Surround me and mine with Thy pro
tection like the house of Job; guard me lilrn Jacob; 
watch over me as over Elijah; in order that with 
Thy protection I may again reach the evening in 
safety. Let no sad message come to me, but let me 
hear joy and gladness. 

Wholly to Thy blest protection I commit my heart and mind. 
Mighty God ! to Thy direction Wholly I may be resigned. Lord, 
my Shield, my Light divine, 0 accept and own me Thine! Amen. 

The Believing Christian Prays for the Holy Spirit. 

EXHORTATION. 
Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; and renew a right spirit 

within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 
Thy Holy Spirit from me. Ps. 51, 10.11. 

To prny for the Holy Ghost is the most necessary and blessed 
petition; for in the present life we have need of a guide, a teacher, 
a comforter. All this the Holy Ghost is. He guides us into all 
truth; He teaches us to know Jesus Christ, He explains His 
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teaching to us; He comforts us in every aflliction and tribulation, 
yea, in the hour of death. l!'or the gift of the Holy Ghost all 
should pray, old and young, great and small; parents should ask 
this gift for themselves and their children; :for the Holy Ghost 
is the earnest of our inheritance. Whoever has not the Holy Spirit 
in his heart hei·e cannot be saved hereafter. Accordingly, those 
are of all men the most unfortunate who have not the Holy Spirit. 
'!'hey cannot become godly, nor lead godly lives; but they sin 
and fall because they have not the Holy Spirit to guide and govern 
them; yea, who can comfort them on their dying bed and cheer 
them in their last anguish? However, when God has given us 
.His Holy Spirit, we must not drive Him from us by wilful sins 
aml an ungodly life, but we must daily pray: Take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me! A soul who prays thus is in true union with 
God and in a state of grace; for St. Paul testifies: "As many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." Romans 
8, 14. 

PRAYER. 

0 mighty God and holy Father, behold, I, Thy 
poor child, come to Thee and pray for a necessary 
gift, for the Roly Ghost, whom Thou hast graciously 
promised to give to all who ask Thee. Therefore 
send Thy Holy Spirit down from above, from Thy 
holy habitation, into my heart, that Re may be my 
guide, to teach me to walk according to Thy counsel, 
and to enable me at all times to do what is pleasing 
to Thee. 

Oh, I see before me so many ways of error and 
ways of sin; I see so many men walking in these 
ways and urging me partly with kind words and 
partly with threats to sin and to do evil with them. 
0 God, lead me in Thy truth, keep my heart steadily 
to this purpose that I may fear Thy name. When
ever the world with its sins becomes attractive to 
me, put me in mind that the broad way leads to de
struction and damnation. Oh, grant me Thy Roly 
Spirit, the Spirit of truth, to teach me; the Spirit 
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of comfort, to revive me; the Spirit of joy, to glad
den me in sorrow; the Spirit of regeneration, to 
make me a new creature and a new man; the Spirit 
of adoption, to assure me that I am a child of God; 
the Spirit, who is the earnest of my heavenly in
heritance. 

0 precious Holy Spirit, sanctify me. Thou seest 
that my heart is still filled with impurity, evil 
habits, and sins, and that hence nothing but unholy 
thoughts and words and deeds proceed from it. But 
Thou seest also that by Thy grace I heartily abh~n' 
these things. Oh, I am sorry that I have ever 
grieved Thee and made light of Thy . warning. 
I herewith yield myself to Thy holy guidance and 
rule. Thou shalt be the life of my soul, the strength 
of my life, the comfort of my heart, the light of my 
understanding, the repose and firmness of my will, 
the treasure of my memory, the origin, the begin
ning, and the end of my new spiritual life. Oh, sanc
tify me wholly, that my spirit, together with my 
soul and body, may be kept blameless unto the day 
of Jesus Christ. Make my heart Thy temple and 
dwell therein; make my members instruments of 
righteousness that I may not sin purposely and wil
fully. Make my heart a living sacrifice acceptable 
to God. Thou sacred fire, consume and drive from 
my heart all fleshly lusts and desires, that I may 
employ also the powers of my body for Thy glory. 
Govern me, and guide me always in an even path, 
till ThoU'shalt bring me to heaven. When my flesh 
and blood and the world, because of the sufferings 
of the present time, would rob me of the comfort 
that I am a child of God, do Thou assure me by Thy 
powerful consolation that neither life nor death 
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shall separate me from the love of God, and that 
the children of God do indeed bear their cross and 
affliction, but remain children of God nevertheless. 
Be and remain the constant Tenant and Lord in my 
heart; bear witness with my spirit that I am a child 
of God. In the hour of death, when all human help 
and support fail, comfort me with the consolation 
that I shall share the glory which my dear Jesus 
has acquired for me by His suffering and death. 

With 'l'hy gifts my heart endowing, :Make it new and clean 
and fair; Let it in true love be glowing, Living in Thy grace 
fore'er; Give me courage bold and good, Sanctify my flesh and 
blood, Let me, trusting in Cluist's merit, Worship Goel in truth 
and spirit. Thus myself I will deliver, Lord, to Thee; my soul 
shall strive Only after heav'n forever, Until there I shall arrive 
Where the Father, and the Son, And Thyself in heaven's high 
throne I shall praise and all Thy treasures In angelic, heavenly· 
measures. Amen. 

HYMN. 

Come, 0 come, Thon quick'ning Spirit, 
True God from eternity ! 
Let us Thy blest grace inherit, 
And our souls be filled with Thee; 
Then shall spirit, life, and light 
Dissipate our inner night. 

Grant our heart Thy heavenly treasure: 
Wisdom, counsel, purity, 
That in naught we may take pleasure 
But in that which pleaseth Thee. 
Let Thy knowledge spread and grow, 
Working error's overthrow. 

Lead us to our soul's salvation, 
,Keep us in the paths of grace, 
Shield us from the world's temptation 
That might foil us in the race; 
When we stumble, hear our call, 
Work repentance for our fall. 



:MORNING, NOON, AND EVENING DEVOTIONS. 

J,et us trust Thy witness wholly 
That we children are of Goel, 
Who rely upon Him solely, 
When they pass beneath the roc1 ; 
Fm· the Father's chastenings 
Bless above all earthly things. 

Prompt us that we come before Him 
Joyously with hope in view, 
Sigh in us, when we implore Him, 
Ever plead for us anew; 
Then om prayer shall not be vain, 
And our faith new strength shall gain. 

If our soul for comfort languish, 
And despondency grow strong, 
That our heart must cry in anguish : 

"O my God, my God, how long!" 
Comfort then the aching breast, 
Grant ns courage, patience, rest. 

Mighty Spirit of reliance, 
Sure Defense in all our need ! 
When the Foe bids us defiance, 
Bid Thy work in us Godspeed. 
Grant us weapons for the strife, 
And with victory crown our life. 

Guard, 0 God, our faith forever; 
Let not Satan, death, or shame 

· Ever part us from our Savior; 
Lord, our refuge is Thy name. 
Though our flesh would fain say ·Nay, 
Be Thy W orcl to us still Yea. 

And when death life's thread is rending, 
Then assure us yet the more, 
As the heirs of life unending, 
Of the glory there in store 
·which can never be expressed, 
But with which we shall be blest. 
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EVENING PRAYER FOR FRIDAY. 

The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear Him, and delivereth them. 0 great 
and mighty God, let Thy holy angels encamp round 
about me also in this coming night, and surround me 
with their mighty protection. As Thou didst com
mand Thy angels to guard me during the day and to 
keep me in· all my ways, so let them stand around my 
bed at night like Solomon's mighty men. 

I now lie down to rest, my Jesus. Cover Thou 
the door-posts of my heart with Thy holy blood that 
no harm may come nigh me. If Thou art with me, 
I have no fear. Thou hast been at my side to-day, 
whithersoever I have gone. Thou hast put Thy 
blessing upon all my activities. Thou hast pros
pered all that I have undertaken in Thy name. Oh, 
that the words of Joseph had been my constant 
motto to-day: "How, then, can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God~" Forgive unto 
me in mercy all the evil that I have done, spoken, or 
conceived this day. With the waning day let also 
my sins and the punishment of my sins vanish, that 
they may be remembered no more forever. 

If Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 
0 Lord, who shall stand~ For I know full well 
that it is true that no man can be just in the sight 
of God. If He will contend with Him, He cannot 
answer Him one in a thousand. But I will pay with 
the blood of Jesus what I cannot pay out of my own 
means. My Jesus is mine, His righteousness is 
mine, His heaven is mine. Therefore receive me, 
0 my Keeper ; my Shepherd, make me Thine ! Of 
every good the fountain, Thou art the spring of 
mine. Let Thy goodness lead me to repentance ; 
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for Thou hast loved me with an everlasting love, 
. and with loving-kindness hast Thou drawn me. Let 
the warmth of Thy blood and Thy faithful love 
warm my cold heart, that I may nevermore inten
tionally off end Thee, who hast shown me so many 
kindnesses. 

I lay me down to rest. This night may be my 
last. I know how to lie down to sleep, but I do not 
know how I shall arise. That rests with Thee alone, 
who art Lord over the days of my life. But this 
I know for a surety, that when I fall asleep in Thy 
name, my Father, in Thy wounds, 0 Jesus, in Thy 
fellowship, 0 precious Holy Spirit, I die a blessed 
death, even though I should not arise again for this 
earthly life. 

Pilgrims here on earth, ancl strangers, Dwelling in the midst 
of foes, Us and ours preserve from dangers: In Thine arms may 
we repose; And when life's sad day is past, Rest with Thee in 
heav'n at last. Amen. 

MORNING PRAYER FOR SATURDAY. 

Lord, make me to know mine end and the 
measure of my days, what it is, that I may know 
how frail I am: such are my thoughts, 0 strong and 
almighty God, now that I have reached the end of 
the week; for Thou hast permitted me to rise in 
health on this last day of the week. I praise Thee 
in this morning hour because Thou hast so glori
ously protected and so mightily defended my body 
and soul, that no danger nor affliction has been able 
to disturb me. · 0 my God, as little as the stars in 
the firmament, the sand on the seashore, the drops 
in the ocean can be numbered, as little can I recount 
the blessings which I have received from Thee dur-
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ing all my life and also during this week. Thou hast 
not left me during this night; Thou hast warded off 
every calamity. Thou saidst: Lie still, my child, 
confiding, The tempter's wiles deriding; No nightly 
terror frighten Thy sleep till morning brighten. 
'Tis done ; the light is shining Upon me, and from . 
pining And fear I am recovered: Thy love about 
me hovered. 

Oh, let me constantly deny this day all ungod
liness and worldly lusts, and pass the day in a sober, 
righteous, and godly manner. With my garments 
let me also put on cordial pity, kindness, meekness, 
humility, and patience, while I put off the old man 
with his works: unrighteousness, insincerity, lying, 
anger, strife, discord, impurity, and malice. Con
secrate my heart to be Thy temple, that nothing 
may be said or done by me to-day that is displeas
ing to Thee. 

My .Jesus, who art Alpha and Omega, the Be
ginning and the Ending, by Thy grace I have again 
reached the end of a week. Let me bear in mind 
that the last week and the last day of my life will 
come some time, and let me so begin, continue, and 
end each week and each day that in the last hotus 
of my life I may not have to be ashamed, or to be
wail that I ever lived. Let me also spend this day 
in Thy holy fear; preserve my going out and my 
coming in; bless my labor ; assist me in every dif
ficulty and direct all my undertakings and plans 
according to Thy will. Destroy the record of my 
sins which I have accumulated during this week 
and cancel them with Thy blood. Let me become 
more godly, sincere, and God-pleasing during this 
week. I rejoice even now at the thought of the 
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approaching Sunday, when I shall rest from the 
works of my earthly calling, in order that Thou 
mayest do Thy work in me for my edification and 
sanctification. 

0 Holy Spirit, enter in, Ancl in our hearts Thy work begin, 
Thy temple deign to make us; Sun of the soul, Thou Light divine, 
Around ancl in us brightly shine, To joy ancl gladness wake us, 
That we To Thee Truly living, To Thee giving Prayer unceasing, 
Still may be in love increasing. Amen. 

The Believing Christian Returns Thanks to God 
at the End of the Week. 

EXHORTATION. 
What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits 

towards meP Ps.116, 12. 

Day after day ancl week after week of our life passes away, 
and with each day ancl week we approach nearer to our dying hour. 
Meanwhile our good Goel is so merciful that He has hitherto shown 
us many benefits in body and soul, and has filled our hearts with 
foocl and gladness. With thoughts such as these a believing Chris
tian is occupied at the encl of the week. 

( 1) He thanks God for the blessings which he has received, 
for the protection which has enabled him to spend the week in 
safety, for the help which he has obtained and for which he has 
besought God in prayer. If he is informed that during the week 
others have suffered misfortune, have met with sorrow, have fallen 
from grace, have incurred loss, and have not been relieved from 
their misery and grief, he feels pity for them, and magnifies the 
goodness of God which has spared him such afflictions. ( 2) A be
lieving Christian revolves in his mind that by such constant mani
festations of His goodness Goel desires to lead him to repentance. 
Therefore, on the last day of the week he repents of the evil clone 
each day, and thus makes the last day of the week. his day of 
reconciliation, of prayer, of repentance, and of thanksgiving. 

( 3) For the coming week he prays for continued protection, 
goodness, and mercy. He commends himself to God and His grace. 
( 4) He reflects that all weeks, one after the other, will thus pass, 



:MOBNING, NOO:N", AND EVENING DEVOTIONS. 59 

until at length the week arrives in which he will die. For that 
event he prepares himself by true faith in Jesus Christ and a holy 
and penitent conversation. Such sacred meditations should make 
a person devout, careful, grateful, and godly, causing him to look 
up to God as the source on high from which every good gift cometh 
down; to commit himself to divine grace; to remain in the love 
of Jesus. Thus he is in a condition to live as a saved sinner, 
according to God's will, and to die thus when his dying hour comes. 

PRAYER. 

The Lord hath done gTeat things for me, 
whereof I am glad. Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped me. Thus it is proper for me to speak, 
my God and Lord, now that I have reached the end 
of the week in safety. How excellent is Thy loving
kindness, 0 God I Therefore the children of men 
put their trust under the shadow of Thy wings. 
Thou shieldest them, Thou keepest them, Thou pre
servest them, and Thy mercies are renewed every 
morning. 0 my God, Thou hast spread Thy wings 
over me, Thou hast kept me in health and blessed 
me ; Thou hast been my companion and preserved 
me ; Thou hast shown me many benefits in body and 
soul and hast also suffered those dear to me to enjoy 
Thy protection 'and Thy grace. Surely, it is God 
who has done this; it is the Lord's doing that I have 
safely passed through this week. Therefore, bless 
the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me, bless 
His holy name. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and for
get not all His benefits. 

Alas, how many have fallen during this week, 
while I still stand by Thy grace f To how many has 
the past week been a sad week of sorrow and crosses, 
while Thou hast suffered me to conclude it in peace 
and quietness. How many have suffered misery and 
anguish, while I have remained unharmed under 
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Thy protection. For all this let me off er Thee my 
love, praise, and fervent exaltation from my inmost 
soul. Receive my thanks for Thy protection and 
Thy grace; receive my thanks for ,Thy love and 
mighty aid; receive my thanks for all the benefits 
which Thou hast bestowed upon me in body and soul. 

0 my God, forgive unto me in mercy all the evil 
I have done this week. Oh, I am sorry; I repent; 
I am in distress on account of my sins ; and I ask 
f Ol' mercy and for forgiveness of the sins which 
I have committed. For the sake of the blood and 
wounds of Jesus Christ spare me, and reward me 
not according to my works. In the strength of Thy 
Spirit I will during the coming week zealously avoid 
the sins which I have committed and serve Thee in 
holiness and righteousness all the clays of my life. 

My thought of life is oft amiss, I know not yet what ough1 
to be, Or which were better, that or this. Dear Lord, choose Thot 
for me. vVhether I run life's rugged way-With limb ancl rnusch 
strong ancl free, Or bear some load of pain each clay, Dear Lorcl 
choose Thou for me. Or want or wealth, or clearer yet The com· 
petence I fain woulcl see, vVhat measure of earth's goocls I ge1 
Dear Lorcl, choose Thou for me. I would not wish for length oJ 
clays, Though every age has ecstasy, I leave with Thee my yesterdays 
1dy morrows choose for me. Thy will is best, is always best, Ne 
other goocl I crave of Thee, But just in Thy sweet will to rest 
Dear Lorcl, choose Thou for me. Amen. 

HYMN. 
The breaking morn, in cheerful ray, 
With many a promise opes the clay, 
Setting the sun upon his way 
To treacl his radiant journey. 
So faith's fair springtime opens heaven, 
When cloucls ancl doubts are backward clriven, 
Revealing Christ to sinners given; 
Their morning Sun of glory. 
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Then, as the robes of glittering clye, 
The ruler of the mic1-c1ay sky, 
With fruitful ardor from on high, 
Blesses the world before him, 
So Christ is risen virtue strong, 
Our life, our victory, strength, ancl song, 
In freedom bears our souls along 
To serve ancl to adore Him. 

Ancl then, at eve, with "farewell sweet," 
The clay retires, so soon to greet 
Regions that wait his smile to meet 
Its varied beauties blending. 
So faith, in hopeful evening hour, 
Calm in the Savior's chastened power, 
Anchors beside earth's parting shore, 
In sight of joys unending. 

EVENING PRAYER FOR SATURDAY. 

61 

When I ~alk in darkness, the J_;ord is my light. 
0 loving and gracious God, the day and the week 
are now ending; but Thy mercy endureth forever. 
The mountains shall depart, and the hills be re
moved; but Thy kindness shall not depart from 
Thy children. It is by Thy everlasting grace that 
I have been permitted to live through the week. 
What I did not know at the beginning of the week 
I know now: it was Thy will that I should reach 
the end of this week in safety. Numerous have 
been Thy blessings upon me during this week : 
Thou hast heard my prayer, preserved me, imparted 
good counsel to me, and hast been at my side. Not 
a day passed but I received from Thee gifts of grace, 
love, and bounty; yea, not an hour passed but rich 
streams of Thy blessings were poured out upon me. 
I have now received what I wished for at the be-
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ginning of the week. Oh, how great is Thy gracer 
love, and mercy! 

But now that the week is closing, I remember 
my sins. Numerous have been my transgressions 
in thought, wish, and desire, by commission and 
omission. I have not cared for my soul as faithfully 
as it was my duty to do. 0 Lord, Lord, forgive me 
these sins! 0 Lord Jesus, blot out with Thy holy 
blood the entire record of my sins during this week 
and let them remain pardoned and forgiven to me 
forever. 0 Lord, rebuke me not in Thine anger, 
neither chasten me in Thy hot displeasure! Be 
Thou a wall of fire around me this night ; let no 
misfortune, harm, and danger touch me and mine. 
Help me to cast all my worry upon Thee, and under 
Thy provident care, 0 my Father, let me sleep in 
peace. 

I am now a week older and a step nearer to 
eternity. The end of this week reminds me of the 
end of my days, and that the last week, the last day, 
and the last hour of my life will surely come, and 
after that endless eternity. Therefore, help me so 
to employ each coming week, day, and hour that 
I may not be terrified at beholding Thee. Help 
me every day to make my heart ascend thither where 
I desire to be eternally. I am a sojourner here, and 
can claim only a night's rest on earth; my home and 
my eternal mansions are in heaven, where Thou wilt 
wipe away all tears from the eyes of Thy children, 
wilt appOTtion them the glorious bounties of Thy 
house, and wilt refresh them with everlasting joy. 

I now lay aside my occupation and the works of 
my calling; I prepare myself for the coming Sun
day, when I shall hear the preaching of Thy holy 
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Word. In order that I may hear it to my benefit, 
grant me the strength of Thy Holy Spirit that 
I may not be hindered in my devotion either by 
men or by my own heart. 

I lay my body down to sleep; Peace is the pillow for my 
head : His ever-watchful eye will keep Its constant guard arouml 
my bed. Faith in Thy name forbids my fear; Oh, may 'l'hy 
presence ne'er depart! And in the morning may I bear Thy 
loving-kindness on my heart. Amen. 

A CHILD'S EVENING PRAYER. 

Blessed Savior, hear me now, 
Lowly at Thy feet I bow; 
Let Thy watchiul care this night 
Keep me safe till morning light. 

Bless, 0 Lol'Cl, my parents clear ; 
Keep them in Thy holy care; 
Bless my brothers, sisters, too, 
And our evil hearts renew. 

Bless the sick on beds of pain; 
SaviOl', give them health again; 
Or prepare them, should they die, 
For Thy mansions in the sky. 

Bless the poor with needful good, 
Clothe and give them daily food; 
Thml who makest e'en birds Thy care, 
Bless Thy creatures everywhere. 

Lord, bestow a grateful heart 
For the gifts Thou dost impart 
To a little child like me, 
"\\7ho depends alone on Thee. 

All my sins, 0 Lord, forgive; 
Fit me with Thyself to live 
In that glorious home above 
Purchased by Thy dying love. 
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SECOND PART. 

111nr t(Jt 111.rattuul ii.ruanua. 

In His Devotion during Holy Advent Tide the 
Christian Meditates on the Coming of Christ 

in the Flesh. 

MORNING PRAYER. 

Gladdened and enraptured because of the mul
titude of blessings which Thy coming in the flesh 
has brought us, Thou only-begotten Son of God, 
I quit my couch and lift up my hands to Thee, from 
whom cometh all my help. Thou comest to be 
a guest in this world in order to rescue and save the 
world; hence Thou comest also for my benefit and 
to bless me, that I may have life in Thee, and may 
have it more abundantly. Why, then, should I not 
rejoice" Why should I not be glad" 

0 Jesus, Thou hast appeared in the form of sin
ful flesh for my benefit; Thou art come into the 
world for my sake; oh, come to me and into my 
heart I Sanctify it wholly; prepare it for Thyself 
in such a way that Thou mayest be able to make it 
Thy habitation. Strengthen my faith and fill me 
with Thy love, that I may pref er Thee to the world, 
its pleasures, and everything else. When the world 
with its sins, such as haughtiness, pride, anger, 
boastfulness, and other works of the flesh, ap
proaches me and says to me: In this heart we will 
dwell, here we will reign, here we will take up our 
abode I let me resist them in Thy strength, and 
stoutly reply to them: Depart from me, sins t Be
gone, world! Here is the temple of the Iiord! Away 
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with you! This is no place for you, and I have no 
room for you, you cannot make your home with me! 
My Jesus is with me. To Him alone I have yielded 
myself entirely; He shall reign over me ; I shall re
main His own in time and eternity. Oh, how happy 
I shall be if Thou abidest with me and I am enabled 
by Thee to overcome the world and all enemies of 
my soul! 

0 my Savior, Thou didst come into the world to 
save sinners ; receive me and enter into my heart. 
Thou hast long ago, even before I was born, chosen 
my soul for Thy habitation, and hast prepared it 
for this purpose in Holy Baptism, when I was 
washed with Thy precious blood, and purified from 
all pollutions of the flesh. But I have departed 
from Thee, I have again defiled myself with many 
grievous sins. By my ungodly conduct I have often 
broken my baptismal covenant. I now return to 
Thee. I open the door of my heart again to Thee. 
I long for Thee with great earnestness. .As the 
hart panteth after the water-brooks, so longeth, so 
panteth my soul after Thee, my God and Savior; 
may it please Thee to come and enter into my heart. 
I vow eternal fidelity to Thee. Unite Thyself with 
me, that nothing may separate us. Let Thy Spirit 
henceforth be joined with my spirit, and lead me 
always in a straight path, that I may ever follow 
Thee, and cling to Thee, and through Thee obtain 
eternal salvation. 

Thy heavenly strength sustain our heart That we may act the 
\·aliant part With Thee as our Reliance; Be Thou our Refuge 
and our Shield, That we may never quit the field, Bidding all :foes 
r1efiance. Descend, Defend From all errors And earth's terrors : 
1'hy salvation Be our constant consolation. Amen. 

Starck's Prayer-Book. 5 
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EXHORTATION. 
Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of Zion; shout, 0 daughter of 

Jerusalem! Behold, thy King cometh unto Thee: He is just and 
having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass and upon a colt, 
the foal of an ass. Zech. 9, 19. 

If there is a time which souls consecrated to God love to spend 
in devotion, it is certainly the time of the holy festivals on which 
the Christian Church contemplates the mercies of God. True, 
many nominal Christians spend the holy festival' seasons partly in 
high living and voluptuousness, partly in pride and in parading 
their chesses, partly in idleness and unbecoming talk, ana hence 
do not take the love and grace of the Most High to heart. But 
a believing child of Goel has an altogether different mind. For 
(1) he hails with joy each coming festival season, because in his 
devotion he is going to place before his mind the gift which the 
goodness of God has bestowed upon him. ( 2) During the holy 
season of Advent he meditates on the love of his heavenly Father, 
who spared not His only Son, but sent Him into the world to 
suffer and die, and thus acquire salvation for men. (3) He con
siders the ardent love of Jesus, who was clothed with om poor 
flesh and blood in order that He might bring us to heaven and 
eternal happiness. ( 4) He gives praises for the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, who has placed the gifts bestowed on men before the be
liever's soul, has made them their own, and causes them to recognize 
these gifts in such a vivid and effectual manner that they seem to 
have been bestowed this very day. (5) Accordingly, he makes this 
holy season a time of devotion and prayer, and begins and ends it 
with hearing and meditating upon the W orcl of God, with singing 
festival-hymns, and with a quiet and godly conversation. 

PRAYER. 

0 Jesus, plenteous in mercy, Thou art come to 
seek and to save that which is Jost. I thank .Thee 
that through Thy protection and by Thy grace 
I have been permitted once more to reach this holy 
season. Grant me the strength of Thy Holy Spirit 
that I may spend it in Thy fear, in holy meditations, 
and to the edifying of my soul. Everlasting Son of 
God, who wast before the foundations of the world 
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were laid, Thou didst come in the flesh and wast 
niade a true man, in order to make us happy and to 
save us. On account of our grievous fall into sin 
we could not come to Thee in heaven; therefore 
Thou earnest to us on earth to lead us all to life 
everlasting. Through sin we had become aliens, 
yea, prisoners and enemies of God; but by Thy 
most holy Advent all our losses are to be made good. 
0 grace abounding! 0 unspeakable love l For Thy 
sake, 0 Jesus, the aliens are to be made friends, the 
prisoners are to be released, the enemies of God are 
to be made His beloved, sinners are to become God's 
children, and the fallen are to be raised. 0 holy 
Advent! by which we who were condeumed to death 
al'e to obtain life, by which we who were fallen front 
grace are to be clothed with glory and honor on Thy 
account. For this is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. 

Dearest Jesus, save me and lead 11~1.e into the joys 
of Thy kingdom. Give me an attentive and obedient 
heart in this holy season, that I may diligently and 
reverently hear Thy holy Word, and receive· and 
keep it in my heart. Let me during these holy days 
grow in faith, in the knowledge and love of Thee, 
and let me show forth the fruits of faith, such as 
chastity, humility, meekness, obedience, godliness, 
that Thy Advent may be also for me a blessed and 
salutary advent. Preserve me, that it may not have 
to be said of 'me: He came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not. 

0 Lord Jesus, I receive Thee in faith; I love 
Thee ! Enter in, Thou Blessed of the Lord l Why 
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standest Thou without~ By Thy grace I have pre
pared my heart for Thee. Enter into my heart; 
I will embrace Thee as my only Redeemer and 
Savior; I will make Thy merit and righteousness 
my own. Enter into my heart ; from love of Thee 
I will gladly shun all worldly vanities, amusements1 

sins, and wickedness, in order that Thou alone 
mayest be the occupant of my soul and the ruler of 
my heart. Dwell in me, sanctify me for Thy pos
;Session, keep me in Thy grace. I repent of the sins 
which I have committed, and seek for grace in Thee. 
Therefore my sins shall no more condemn me. For 
if the Son shall make me free1 I shall be free indeed. 
If God be for me, who can be against me' 

0 Jesus, Thou earnest as a king; reign hence
forth in my heart, that sin may have no more do
nnmon over me. Thou earnest as the Righteous 
One: I am unrighteous and a sinner worthy of con
demnation; make me righteous, and bestow upon 
me the robe of Thy perfect righteousness. I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful 
in my God; for He hath clothed me with the gar
ments of salvation, He hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness. Thou earnest in poverty to 
make me spiritually rich in faith and the heavenly, 
imperishable treasures. Thou earnest in humility; 
make me hmnble, that I may learn from Thee meek
ness and humility, and that I may on all occasions 
practise these virtues in my life. 0 King of Glory, 
enter by the gate of my heart; behold, enabled by 
Thy strength I open it wide for Thee. Govern me 
henceforth with Thy spirit, that until my blessed 
end I may remain Thy dwelling and temple. 
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Come, Thon Ransom long clesireu; Lo, the world for Thee is 
waking. Come, 'l'hou Savior of mankind; Gates their hars for 
Thee are breaking. Come with all 'l'hy heavenly grace; Lord, we 
long to see Thy face. Enter now my waiting heart, Glorious King 
and Lord most holy. Dwell in me and ne'er depart, Though I am 
hut poor and lowly. Ah, what riches will be mine When Thou 
art my Guest Divine! My hosannas, Lord, accept And the palms 
I strew before Thee. :Make my nohlest powers adept In declaring 
Thy great glory. Plenteous merit, Lord, is Thine; Grant me faith 
that makes it mine. Hail! Hosa1ma, David's Son! Now, 0 Lord, 
salvation send us! In Thy kingdom here begun With all health 
ancl grace befriend 11s K ow and through eternity. Hail! Hosanna, 
Lord, to Thee. Amen. 

HYMN. 
Lo, thy is on the way~ 
Words of joy to weary mortals! 
Now rejoice, my soul, and say: 
See, my my open portals ! 
Corne, 0 come, and he my Guest; 
All is Thine within my breast. 

Come ; for I am 'l'hine intleetl, 
Sealed by Thy baptismal la\'er. 
Let the Word of Grace I need, 
Blest Evangel of Thy favor, 
Come; Thy "r ord to me declare, 
That Thy way I may prepare. 

Come; and take r:I'hy place within, 
Every hateful thing expelling, 
Pmge the house defile cl hy sin; 
nfake it meet to he Thy dwelling. 
Come, and make me pure and good, 
Cleansed hy Thy atoning blood. 

Come in Thy great Sacrament, 
There to faith salvation giving; 
In each earnest penitent, 
By Thy blood and body living. 
Come, Lord Jesus, live in me, 
'l'hat my life may be in 'rhee. 
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Come, Thy Spirit with Thee, Lorcl, 
E'en the Spirit who reveals Thee, 
Teaches me Thy will and W orcl, 
Intercedes for me and seals me. 
Then my daily prayer can be, 
Come, Lorcl Jesus, come to me. 

PRAYER. 

"Yea, He loveth the people!" Thus, 0 loving 
and lovable Lord, I am forced to exclaim, filled with 
wonder, at the close of this day. I have become con
vinced of the boundless love which Thou enter
tainest for poor mortals, not only by the innumer
able blessings which Thou hast shown me ancl others 
in body and soul ; but I recognize Thy love espe
cially in this, that Thou didst not spare Thine only
begotten Son, but didst deliver Him in the place of 
all the lost children of Adam, and hence also in my 
place. 

What an exceptional proof of Thy love hast 
Thou given me by this act! For my sake Thou hast 
caused Thine only-begotten Son, the Son of Thy 
love, Thine only Child, to become man, that as man 
He might be able to suffer torture, scourging, 
stripes, and even death, and thereby render satis
faction to Thy offended majesty, and redeem, jus
tify, and save me. If some great man of this world 
were to sacrifice his most beautiful ring, his most 
valuable jewels, his choicest treasure, to save some 
wretched human being from his misery and make 
him happy, such an act would be admired ancl 
praised everywhere as an instance of the highest 
degree of man's love for man. If a king were to 
deliver one of his sons into captivity to obtain the 
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release of some prisoner of lesser rank from his 
chains and dungeon, men would imagine that they 
could not sufficiently extol and praise the love of 
such a monarch for his subjects. And yet, all this 
is as nothing in comparison with the love which 
Thou hast shown to the children of men by clothing 
Thy beloved Son in their flesh and blood, by send
ing Hirn in the fulness of time as man into this 
world. 

A person who has been delivered out of misery 
by a great benefactor may come into better circum
stances again, and may then render his benefactor 
many a useful service, and thus, in a measure, re
pay the benefits shoW11 him. A person who has been 
freed from hard bondage by the goodness of his king 
can render himself useful after he has obtained his 
liberty. But I and my brethren according to the 
flesh cannot recompense Thee for what Thou hast 
done for us. We have nothing to give Thee; we 
are not able in the least to repay Thee for rescuing 
us from the perdition in which we were by nature~ 
and for freeing us from the bonds of death with 
which we were bound. All these blessings have come 
to us because Thy Son has become man. Thy love 
has no equal; it passes all understanding. We can 
do nothing but humbly thank Thee, and cordially 
praise and magnify Thee. This is the only tribute 
by which our hearts can express their affection 
for Thee. 

Therefore, blessed be Thy holy name for the 
manifestation of infinite love which Thou hast made 
to me by the sending of Thy Son into the world. 
Oh, let this love urge me to love Thee in return 
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with all my heart, with all my soul, and with all 
my strength I Give me the ability to live according 
to Thy will and to cling to Thee. Wean my heart 
from the love of the world, its vanities, and sins; 
and kindle within me the flame of Thy divine love, 
that I may always please Thee. Grant that I may 
increase in love and in knowledge of Thee, that 
I may abide in faith, and so serve Thee in spirit 
that I may even here taste in my heart Thy sweet
ness, and ever thirst for Thee. Amen. 

I STAND AND KNOCK. 

I stand and knock, at holy Advent time, 
Oh! happy, then, is he 

Who, knowing well the Shepherd's voice, 
Opens the door to Me. 

The evening meal with him I'll hold, 
And heavenly light and grace unfold. 

I stand and knock. 

I stand and knock. Without, it is so cold; 
The snow lies o'er the land; 

Like crystal columns, tall and straight, 
The icy fir-trees stand, 

Ancl frozen are the hearts of mortals, 
Who will unloose the tight-barred portals? 

I stand and knock. 

I stand and knock. Oh, couldst thou look 
but once 

Into ::M:y very face! 
Coulclst thou behold the crown of thorns, 

The bloody nail-prints' trace ! 
So long have I been seeking thee, 
:M:y steps lead from th' accursed tree. 

I stand and knock. 
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I stand and knock. The evening is so calm, 
So quiet; near and fa1· 

'l'he white earth sleeps; from yonder heav'n 
Looks down the evening star, 

In such still, sacred hour of night, 
To many a heart I've given light. 

I stand and knock. 

I stand and knock. Say not, "It is the wind 
Rustling the branches sere" ; 

Thy Savior 'tis, thy Lord, thy God, l!Iy child; 
Ah, close not now thine ear! 

Though now I speak in whispers mild, 
Too soon, perchance, in storm-blasts wild. 

I stand and knock. 

I stand and knock. Now would I be thy guest; 
Bnt when this house of thine 

A ruin lies, then think, 0 soul, 
That thou shalt lmock at Mine; 

Then, if thou hast welcomed 1lfe, 
I'll open heaven's gates to thee. 

I stand and knock. 

HE COMETH. 
0 Daughter of Zion, rejoice in great gladness; 
Thy King and Commander at last draweth near. 
With rapturous praises, forsaking 'thy sadness, 
Rejoice, for His kingdom and glory appear. 

Thy longings are ending; 
'rhy Lord is descending. 

Though riding in meekness, so humbly, so lowly, 
Attended by eortege of meanest degree, 
Jehovah thus sendeth the Loved One, the Holy. 
Hosanna! He cometh, all gracious, to thee. 

To thee, ancient nation, 
He bringeth salvation. 

Thy palms an_d thy voices employ in glad greeting, 
For now is the shame of thy bondage removed. 
Go forth with thy children, their praises repeating 
'ro Him who by prophets of old is approved. 

Thy gratitude voicing, 
Sing; sing with rejoicing. 

73 
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The Root out of Jesse, Ensign of the people 
In fulness of time by Jehovah revealed ; 
The Ransom of bondmen, the Strength of the feeble, 
The Secret of Ages no longer concealed ; 

The Savior appearing, 
\Ve welcome revering. 

We bless Thee now coming, the Son of the Highest. 
0 reign o'er our lives by Thy gracious constraint. 
When coming as Judge every nation Thou triest, 
May we by Thy mercy be spared Thy complaint; 

Thy merit atoning 
God grant us His owning. 

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, with pow'r ancl great glory 
In clouds and with angels in splendid array; 
And grant us, redeemed, in that hour to adore 'l'hee, 
'l'o sing glad hosannas on Thy Judgment Day. 

From Thee ne'er to sever 
Our King then forever. 

0 how shall I receive Thee, 
How greet Thee, Lord, aright? 
All nations long to see Thee, 
J\{y Hope, my lieart's Delight! 
0 kindle, Lord most holy, 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
.Make it a temple set apart 
From earthly use for heaven's emplo~·, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy; 
So shall your Sovereign enter iu, 

Thy lamp witllin my breast,· 
To do in spirit lowly 
All that may please Thee best. 

And new and noble life begin. 
To Thee, 0 God, be praise 
For vVord, and deed, and grace. 

The Believing Christian Meditates at Christmas 
on the Birth of Jes us Christ. 

MORNING PRAYER. 

In Thee, my God ancl Savior, my spirit rejoices 
at this moment that I rise from sleep ancl think of 
Thy holy conception and birth. My limited and 
feeble understanding cannot, indeed, comprehend 
and grasp the mystery great without controversy: 
Goel was manifest in the flesh. Nevertheless my 
soul is delighted with the contemplation of this 
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mystery, because Thy Word, which is the truth and 
cannot deceive me, assures me that this event has 
certainly taken place, and also reveals in no in
distinct manner the mode and manner in which it 
occurred. Yet even here my reason must be silent, 
for it beholds a veil spread before these matters 
which it cannot penetrate, and whlch shall be drawn 
aside only in eternity. 

Thy revealed Word describes very beautifully 
Thy conception and birth in the words of the angel 
announcing these events to Mary: "The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee,. and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee." In this description I find 
reasons enough for joy; and when I reverently con
template it, joy flows through me like a river of 
life. I picture to myself how the Holy Spirit, as 
an all-wise and almighty architect, approached 
Mary; how He cleansed from all sins the tabernacle 
which Thy divinity was to occupy, filling it with His 
most holy gifts. I picture to myself next how this 
sanctified tabernacle was occupied by Thee, who art 
the Power of the Highest, and whose name is Won
derful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the l">rince of Peace; how thls tabernacle be
came united with Thy divinity, and all Thy divine 
properties and prerogatives were communicated to 
the human nature which Thou didst assume. 
I picture to myself how by this very act, namely, 
by taking upon Thee flesh and blood in the same 
manner as children do, Thou hast sanctified our 
hmnan nature and hast made us accepted with Thy 
Father in heaven. 

What streams of delight must descend upon me 
when, on awaking, I ponder these matters in sacred 
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solitude I ·O my Jesus, by Thy incarnation Thou art 
become my Brother; how rich, how happy dost Thou 
make me I In Thee I now have all things. By Thee 
I can obtain all things. With Thee I can undertake 
and accomplish all things. Henceforth I will not 
despair in any tribulation, but will turn to Thee 
and confidently say: Jesus, my Brother, help me 1 
No distress and no affliction hence£ orth shall dis
courage me; but I will firmly rely upon Thee, be
cause Thou art my Brother, and because as such 
Thou lovest me and wilt surely have mercy on me. 

In Thy incarnation, 0 my· Jesus, Thou hast as
::;umed my nature, and hast thereby become united 
with me. Make me also to share Thy divine natm'e, 
that I may lead a godly life and may submit myself 
wholly to the power and the ruling of Thy Spirit. 
Let the noble relationship in which I now stand to 
Thee keep me at all times from sin and from the 
fellowship of the world, that I may do nothing that 
would offend Thee. Let me prize Thy friendship 
higher than everything in the world. Let me serve 
Thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of 
my life. Let me love Thee constantly, for to love 
Thee is better than all else, order that in life 
and in death, in time and in eternity, I may be 
found in Thy fellowship. 0 my Brother, my chosen 
Friend, what joy shall be mine when in the joy 
everlasting I shall behold Thee crowned with maj
esty, whom even here I have fervently loved; and 
when I shall be united with Thee forever! As 
I anticipate those joys, I rejoice in spirit; my heart 
is filled with joy. And why should I not rejoice, 
since by hope I am even now blessed and in heaven 
with Jesus, my Brother? 
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Here rests my heart and holds it fast; The Lord I love is 
First and Last, 'rhe End and the Beginning. I welcome death, 
for I shall rise Through Him to His own Paradise Above all 
tears and sinning, Amen I Amen I Come, Lord Jesus, Soon re
lease us ! With deep yeaming, Lmd, we look for Thy returning ! 
Amen. 

EXHORTATION. 
:But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth 

:His son, made of a woman, made under the Law, to redeem them 
-that were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons. Gal. 4, 4. 5. 

If the birth of a royal prince causes comforting reflections 
and joy in the entire kingdom, the birth of Jesus Christ cannot 
fail to be a cause of joy to all men. The angels rejoice in the 
heavens above and proclaim to men tidings of great joy; why, 
then, should not the children of Goel rejoice? They should rejoice 
( 1) over the love and mercy of God, who spared not His Son. 
but delivered Him up for us all. They should rejoice (2) over 
the loving-kindness of Jesus, who, though He is God· and the Son 
of God, does not refuse to take upon Him the nature of man in 
a lowly virgin, and to become a little child. 

( 3) In quiet moments of devotion believers marvel at the 
wonderful counsel of God for our salvation, which no man and 
no angel could ever have conceived, - that the Son of God was 
to suffer in the place of men and thus reconcile them with God. 
( 4) They marve\ at the unmerited grace which God offers to men 
who were His enemies, Rom. 5, 10, and for which men did not 
pray, however much they needed it. ( 5) Therefore they return 
all the more fervent thanks t"> Him after the counsel of God for 
our salvation has been revealed to them; they enter gladly into 
the order of salvation by clinging to ,Jesus in faith, and by fol
lowing Him in a godly and pious conversation. And thus the 
holy Christmas days become to them days of prayer, rejoicing, 
and thanksgiving. 

PRAYER. 

This is the day which 'the Lord hath made; we 
will rejoice and be glad in it. Save now, I beseech 
Thee, 0 Lord; 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, send now 
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prosperity. Blessed is He that cometh in the name 
of the Lord. Arise, my soul. Employ this festival 
for the glory of God arid thy edification and say: 
0 holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, would 
that every drop of my blood were a tongue, that 
I might praise Thy love, grace, and mercy! 

God is love! This truth my heart and mind 
perceive on this holy festival. Thy love has found 
a means for bringing grace to men, of which neither. 
angels nor men could have thought, - that the 
second person of the God11ead was to become man, 
to sanctify and cleanse our human nature. 0 gra
cious Jesus ! everlasting praise and thanks be unto 
Thee for Thy incarnation and birth. Thou be
comest a child of man, that we may become chil
dren of Goel. Now our human nature is truly 
exalted: Thou hast united it with Thy divinity, and 
hast brought it into the council of the Holy Trinity. 
0 love l 0 grace I as surely as the human nature is 
united with the divine, so surely everlasting friend
ship, everlasting reconciliation, everlasting peace, 
and everlasting love has been established between 
God and men. When God beholds u~ in His Son, 
He cannot but be gracious unto us. For He who 
spared not His beloved Son, but delivered Him U}J 

for us all, how shall He not with Him freely give 
us all things-the forgiveness of sins, righteous
ness, peace, life, and salvation~ 

Oh, the greatness of the love of J·esus, who was 
willing to be born a tender infant, that He might 
sanctify our sinful birth! He increased in wisdom 
and stature that He might sanctify our youth. 
Welcome to earth, Thou noble Guest, · Through 
whom the sinful world is blest: Thou comest to 
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share my misery; What thanks shall I return to 
Thee ~ o· dearest Friend of souls I My Brother! 
I now have in Thee a Helper in affliction, a De
liverer in tribulation, a Savior when my si,ns terrify 
me, an Aid in need, a Support in death. Thou art 
my Light; oh, enlighten me I Thou art the Way 
that leads me to the Father. Thou art the Truth 
which teaches me to know that Life which gives life. 
Thou art my Righteousness; by Thee I am justified 
and saved. Thou art my High Priest; Thou inter
ceclest for me and blessest me. Thou art the Lamb 
sacrificed for my trespasses, the full Ransom for 
my transgressions. 

0 precious Holy Spirit, how great is Thy love 
in having this comfort, this joy, this salvation pro
claimed to me again I ] 1 rom my heart I rejoice on 
this holy festival and say: J\1:y Jesus is mine; His 
heaven is mine. This Child is born for me, aye, 
for me ; this Son is given for me, aye, for me. He 
has acquired and given also to me, aye, to me, the 
gTace of God, sonship with Him, and the eternal 
inheritance which is reserved in heaven for us. 

0 Jesus, whom in spirit I behold and gaze upon 
in the manger, how lovely, how kind art Thou! 
Grant me grace never to forget Thee, but to keep 
Thee ever in my heart, on my lips, and before my 
eyes. 0 my Salvation, sanctify me; I yield myself 
to Thee with all that I am and have. 0 my Bride-

. groom, embrace me. For Thee I 'will live, Thee 
I will serve, from love of Thee I renounce the world 
and all the pleasures of this life. Let my heart be 
Thy manger and Thy dwelling in time and eternity. 
Enfold and keep me in Thy love, that I may have 
rest, peace, comfort, safety, and the salvation of my 
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soul. Now that my Jesus is become man, I am not 
lost. If I believe in Him, I shall not p·erish, but 
have everlasting life. God is my Friend, because 
by faith I am in Jesus, and because Jesus is in me. 
I do not fear death; for in Hirn I have life. I do 
not fear the accusation of my conscience on account 
of my sins; for Jesus, my Advocate, is with me. 

0 Savior of our ·race, Welcome indeed Thou art, Blessed 
Redeemer, Fount of grace, rro this my longing heart! Light of 
the world, abide 'l'hrough faith within my heart; Leave me to 
seek no other guide, Nor e'er from Thee depart. Thou art the 
Life, 0 Lord ! Sole Light of Life Thou art. Let not Thy glorious 
rays be poured In vain on my dark heart. Star of the East, arise ! 
Dri l'e all my clouds away; Guide me till earth's dim twilight dies 
hto the perfect day. Amen. 

HYMN. 

Immanuel, we sing Thy praise, 
'l'hou Prince of life and Fount of grace, 
Thou Flower of heaven and Star of morn, 
Thou Lord of lords, Thou Virgin-born. 

Hallelujah! 

With all Thy saints Thee, Lord, we sing, 
Praise, honor, thanks to Thee we bring, 
That Thou, 0 long-expected Guest, 
Hast come at last to make us blest ! 

Hallelujah! 

For Thee, since first the world was made, 
So many hearts have watched and prayed; 
The patriaTchs' and prophets' throng 
For Thee have hoped and waited long. 

Hallelujah! 

Above all others longed for Thee 
Thy people's king and shepherd, he 
With whom Thou, Lord, so well wert pleased 
·when with His harp Thy name he praised. 

Hallelujah! 
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Oh, that the Savior soon would come 
To break our bonds and lead us home ! 
Oh, that He might salvation bring! 
'11hen Jacob would rejoice and sing. 

Hallelujah! 

Now Thou art here, Thou ever Blest ! 
In lowly manger Thon dost rest; 
v\1110 makest all things great art small ; 
Naked Thyself, who clothest all. 

Hallelujah! 

All heavens are Thine, yet Thou dost come 
rro sojourn in a stranger's home; 
A mother's milk dost not despise 
Who art the joy of angels' eyes. 

Hallelujah! 

Thou bast set bounds to earth and sea, 
Yet swacldling-bam1s encircle Thee; 
Thou'rt Goel a bed of straw Thou hast; 
'fhou'rt man - yet art the First and Last. 

Hallelujah! 

From 'l'hee above all gladness flows, 
Yet Thou must bear such bitter woes; 
The Gentiles' Light and Hope 'l'hou art, 
Yet findest none to soothe Thy heart. 

Hallelujah! 

The sweetest Friend of man Thou art. 
Yet many hate Thee in their heart; 
By Herod's heart 'rhou art abhorred, 
Yet Thou art our Salvation, Lord. 

Hallelujah! 

But I, 'l'hy humblest servant, may 
Confess my love and freely say, 
I love Thee truly, but I would 
That I might love 'l'hee as I should. 

Hallelujah! 
Starck's Prnyer-Book, 
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I have the will, the power is weak, 
Yet, Lord, my humble offering take, 
And graciously the love receive 
Which my poor heart to Thee can give. 

Hallelujah! 

Thon to be weak dost not disdain, 
Dost choose the things the world deems vain, 
Art poor and needy, and content 
rro suffer poverty and want. 

Hallelujah! 

Thou sleepest on the lap of ea1·th; 
The manger where Thou at 'rhy birth 
Wast laicl to rest, the hay, the stall 
Were mean and miserable all. 

Hallelujah! 

And therefore cloth my courage rise, 
:Me also Thou wilt not despise; 
0 dearest Lord, Thy tender grace 
Fills me with hope and happiness. 

Hallelujah ! 

Although I've passed in sin my days, 
And wandered far from wisdom's ways, 
Yet Thou for this to earth hast come 
To bring the waml'ring sinner home. 

Hallelujah ! 

Had I no load of sin to bear, 
Thy grace, 0 Lord, I could not sharn; 
In vain haclst 'rhon been born for me, 
If from God's wrath I had been free. 

Hallelujah! 

Now fearlessly I come to Thee, 
From every grief Thou mak'st me free; 
'rhou bear'st the wrath, dost death destroy, 
And turnest sorrow into joy. 

Hallelujah! 
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Thou art my Head, my Lord divine, 
I am Thy merqber, wholly Thine, 
And by Thy Spirit's gracious power 
Will seek to serve Thee evermore. 

Hallelujah! 

I'll sing loud hallelujahs here 
With joyful spirit year by year; 
And in Thy courts of joy above 
Forever I will sing Thy love. 

Hallelujah ! 

EVENING PRAYER. 

83 

My Jesus, my Immanuel, my King and my Kins
man, I am still kneeling in spirit at Thy manger and 
pondering Thy holy incarnation. And how could 
I better close this day which the Lord hath made, and 
prepare for a sweet and refreshing sleep, than by 
such meditations~ I acknowledge Thee, 0 incarnate 
Savior, as the true Messiah, as the Redeemer of the 
world, sprung from the house and lineage of David; 
as the Messiah in whom all things have been ful
filled that the prophets have spoken. Thou wast 
born at the exact tin1e, at the exact place, in the par
ticular family and of the chosen mother, appointed, 
indicated, and made known by the heavenly .Father 
through His messengers even in the days of the old 
covenant. Why, then, should I not acknowledge 
Thee as the true Savior of the world, and heartily 
rejoice at Thy manifestation in the flesh °I What the 
fathers most desired, What the prophets' heart in
spired, What they longed for many a year, Stands 
fulfilled in glory here. 

When I think of this event and ponder the in
finite blessing that has come to me on account of it, 
my heart leaps for joy. Thou art the supreme and 
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exalted God; Thou wast before the mountains were 
brought 'forth, or ever the earth and world were 
formed; Thou shalt remain when all these shall 
have fallen into ruin. Thou art the eternal Jehovah, 
Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, 
who art, and who wast, and who art to come. And 
yet Thou dost not despise the human race, but to 
save mankind Thou dost become the humblest, the 
most despised and rejected of men. 0 the depth 
of this grace and love! How happy am I to be
hold a Redeemer such as Thou art lyh1g in the 
manger! 

Oh, let me not go away from Thy manger with
out having my soul aroused; but let all that I ob
serve in Thy human birth contribute to my sancti
fication and the strengthening of my faith. Thou 
art born at night: help me to flee the darkness of 
sin, and always to walk as in the day, in Thy light. 
Thou earnest on earth when stillness and rest pre
vailed everywhere : let me in Thee attain to a true 
rest of my soul, and escape from the turmoil of the 
world, to the end that when my heart is quieted, 
Thou mayest become its guest. Seeking Thee dili
gently in spirit, 0 my Immanuel, I find Thee at an 
inn: grant me the grace to regard this world as an 
inn, in which I am to tarry only a few years and 
hours, that I may in time direct my heart to that 
place where I wish to be forever, and that I may 
not neglect to enter into Thy rest, nor drop out of 
the race. Thou chosest to enter this world in a dark 
stable, in an unbecoming place: grant that I may 
renounce all ease, and that in this life I may be con
tent with whatsoever Thy goodness sends me, or in 
whatever condition it may place me. Thou art 
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lying in a cradle wrapped in swaddling-clothes: 
wrap Thyself in my heart a~d let it be Thine abode .. 

How happy shall I be if Thou wilt graciously 
fulfil all these desires of my heart I I doubt not that 
Thou hearest me; I finnly believe that Thou wilt 
still my longing. Perfectly quiet and content, there
fore, I now lay me down to sleep and rest in Thy 
arms, and pray: 

Ah! dearest J csus, holy Child, :M:ake Thee a bed, soft un
defiled, Within my heart, that it may be A quiet chamber kept 
for Thee. Amen. 

THE POVERTY OF CHRIST. 
The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but 

the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head. Matt. 8, 20. 

0 my King, ancl was it so, 
Didst 'l'hou suffer all this woe ? 
Didst Thou wander thus forlorn, 
Bearing poverty ancl scorn ; 
Lord of all the realms above, 
Reft of home ancl human love, 
In the world that Thou hadst mmle 
Nowhere coulclst Thou lay Thy head? 

If we could at all conceive 
All the glory Thou cliclst leave; 
All the splendor of the throne 
That for us Thou cliclst disown; 
Catch but one imperfect ray 
Of Thine everlasting clay, 
Ancl in that supernal light 
See Thy majesty aright, -

How could we believe that Thou 
To these human griefs coulclst bow; 
How, amidst these lower things, 
Recognize the King of kings : 
Washing the disciples' feet, 
Sitting with the poor at meat, 
Bearing daily pain ancl loss, 
Dying on the shameful cross ? 
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Only as Thyself hast shown 
vV:hat the glory of 'l'hy throne; 
What, in all the realms of light, 
Is the source of chief delight ; 
What, in all Thy life below, 
1\fade Thee bear Thy load of woe ; 
By the truth all truth above, 
We know Thee, for "God is Love." 

EPIPHANY. 

Lead us, 0 Lord, as once of old 
Thou led' st the :M:a.gi to the fold; 
Show us the light of that clear star 
That shone for them in lands afar. 

-Warm Thou our hearts with zeal to seek 
•O'er rugged pathways dark and bleak, 
'Till, by Thy star in safety led, 
We, too, have found the manger-bed. 

f() give us minds our King to own 
;And gladly lay our burdens down: 
Our gift of gold that it may bring 
1Great honors to the Infant King, 

Our frankincense and myrrh to prove 
The truth and reverence of our love; 
Our sins all at the manger-bed 
To take sweet pardon in their stead. 

Recefre our grateful, humble praise, 
For 'l'hy re,realed, saving grace; 
Strengthen our faith, all doubts remove, 
Inspire us with redeeming love. 

Then send us forth, 0 Lord, again 
To bear the tidings to nll men; 
Let nevermore the sta1· grow dim 
That lights our hearts with love for Him. 
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The Believing Christian Prays and Gives Thanks 
to God at the Close of the Year. 

MORNING PRAYER. 

0 Lord, my God, the Father of all mercies, as 
I open my eyes, I now behold the light of day for the 
last time in this year, in which I have been made 
fully sensible that Thou art gracious, full of com
passion, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth. Not a day, yea, not an hour of the 
year that is now departing, has passed away but 
Thou hast manifested all these glorious attributes 
towards me. 

Thou hast been gracious towards me ; for Thou 
hast, without my merit or worthiness, shown me so 
many favors. Thou hast given me food, drink, 
nourishment, and hast not suffered me to lack any 
good thing. Thou hast been gracious to me; for 
when I called upon Thee, Thou hast forgiven my 
sins and iniquities for the sake of my Redeemer. 
Thou hast been gracious to me ; for Thou hast taken 
away all punishments which I had accumulated by 
my malice, transgressions, and sins. Instead of in
flicting punishment on me as I deserved, Thou hast 
showered on me the blessings of Thy salvation. 

And Thy comnassion towards me has been equal 
to Thy grace. No need, no misery, no tribulation, 
was allowed to befall or to come nigh me, but Thy 
tender, fatherly heart melted with compassion, and 
Thou hadst pity on me. Scarcely had my need 
reached its extremity, when it was seen to be Thy 
opportunity. Scarcely had sorrow visited me, when 
Thou didst begin to turn my sorrow into joy. 
Scarcely did I cry to Thee, when Thou heardest me; 
yea, Thou answeredst before I cried a second time. 



88 FOR THE FESTIVAL SEASONS. 

Oh, the mercy of my God, who has also in this 
year borne with me in patience and long-suffering I 
When I was overtaken by weakness, Thou didst 
:forbear. When I sinned against Thee in my haste, 
Thou didst remit the debt which I had incurred. 
When, after departing from Thee, I came back a 
humble penitent, Thou didst receive me again. Ob, 
the riches of the patience and the long-suffering 
which Thou hast thus shown me! 

And in the same manner Thou hast shown by 
Thy dealings with me that Thou art abundant in 
goodness. By Thy goodness Thou hast preserved my 
life, sustained and kept me in health, so that before 
many others I can now glorify Thy love and can say 
to Thy praise that Thou hast done all things well, 
and that all, aye, indeed, all things have been well 
arranged by Thee. 

It is from Thy great truth and faithfulness that 
all Thy dealings with me have :flown. In accordance 
with Thy faithfulness Thou fulfillest all promises 
which Thou hast made, and surely keepest truth 
with men. In accordance with Thy :faithfulness, 
therefore, so many blessings have been showerecl 
upon me that I am not able to recount them all. 
What, now, shall I render to Thee, 0 my God, for all 
Thy benefits to me '1 I am altogether unable to re
pay Thee. At present, therefore, mercifully accept 
my feeble stammering for an offering of praise ancl 
gratitude: . Thanks be unto Thee for all mercies; 
thanks for all grace I 

Deal with me in the future as Thou hast dealt 
with me in the past. Let me spend this day in Thy 
fear, that to-day as well as through all eternity 
I may praise and glorify Thy name. 
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0 that I had a thousand voices, A mouth to speak with thou
sand tonglies ! My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, Then would 
proclaim in grateful songs 'ro all, wherever I might be, ·what great 
things Goel hath done for me. Lord, I will tell, while I am living, 
'l'hy goodness forth with every breath, And greet each morning with 
thanksgiving, Until my heart is still in death; Yea, when at last 
my lips grow cold, Thy praise shall in my sighs be told. 0 Father, 
deign Thou, I beseech Thee, To listen to my earthly lays; A nobler 
strain in heav'n shall reach Thee, When I with angels hymn Thy 
praise, And learn amid their choirs to sing Loud hallelujahs to 
my King. Hallelujah t Amen! 

EXHORTATION. 
:Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me, bless 

His holy name. :Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits. P8 .. 103, 1. 2. 

If devout souls ancl grateful hearts rejoice greatly in God when 
He has permitted them to pass a week or a month in safety, why 
should they not increase their joy many times when, with God's 
help, they have lived through an entire year? 0 how much suf
fering may come to us in a single clay! How much more in a 
whole year! vVhen a pious Christian beholds the encl of a year, 
he lifts up his heart, voice, and hands to heaven, and concludes 
the year with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. 

Nor is he satisfied merely to repeat such a current phrase : 
God be praised and thanked; this year, too, is past I No; ( 1) he 
thanks Goel, because thrnughout the year the holy W orcl of Goel 
has been preached to him for the sanctification of his soul, and 
he has been shown the way to heaven; likewise, because by means 
of the Lord's Supper God has again and again furnished him new 
strength and ability to practise godliness and to bring forth the 
fruits of faith. (2) Ile asks himself whether he has grown in piety 
during the year; ancl what age he has attained in the inner man 
according to the new birth, now that he has rounded out another 
year according to his old sinful birth. ( 3 He prays Goel heartily 
and fervently to forgive him all the sins he has committed, whether 
they were clone knowingly or unknowingly. ( 4) Furthermore, he 
praises Goel for the many temporal blessings which Goel has granted 
him by sustaining him, providing for him, protecting, delivering, 
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preserving, blessing, guarding, and attending him. ( 5) If God 
did send him sickness, sorrow, and tribulation, and again did de
liver him from these evils, he should offer special thanks, and at 
the end of the year recall, as far as possible, the blessings which he 
or his family received each week and each month, in order that the 
last days of the year may become clays of praise, prayer, thanks
giving, and repentance. And ( 6) while doing these things, he also 
invokes the grace of God upon himself for the coming year. 

PRAYER. 

What shall I render unto the Lord for all His 
goodness and faithfulness which He has shown me"? 
The Lord hath done great things for me, whereof 
I am glad. Thus, 0 Triune God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, my soul, rejoicing in Thy grace, says, 
now that by Thy aid and protection I have again 
completed a year in safety. How excellent is Thy 
loving-kindness, 0 God; therefore the children of 
men put their trust under the shadow of Thy wings. 
They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness 
of Thy house ; and Thou shalt make them drink of 
the river of Thy pleasures. For with Thee is the 
fountain of life; in Thy light shall we see light. 

My God, the days in a year are many; but Thy 
benefactions are more. The hours and minutes in 
a year can be counted; but the benefits which Thou 
hast shown me cannot be numbered. I thank Thee 
that during this year Thou hast ,caused Thy Word 
to be preached to me in tn1th and purity, and 
thereby hast shown me the way to heaven and to 
my everlasting salvation. Seal all that I have hea1·d 
in my heart, and grant me Thy Holy Spirit that 
I may order my life accordingly. I thank Thee 
that Thou hast many times given me Thy holy body 
and blood to eat and to drink in the Holy Supper; 
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grant that it may tend to the strengthening of my 
faith and to the sanctification of my life. I thank 
Thee that Thou hast ofttimes forgiven my sins 
and averted the punishment which I had deserved; 
give me strength to avoid sins in the coming year, 
and not to commit them again wilfully. I thank 
Thee that Thou hast blessed my calling, hast pro
vided food and clothing for me, granted me health, 
turned away the misfortune with which I was 
threatened, lightened my cross, and graciously re
garded me in my distress. Thou hast guarded me 
as the apple of Thine eye; Thou hast shielded me 
from my foes round about me, who sought to de
stroy my soul. Thou hast heard me in the day of 
trouble, and hast permitted my prayer to ascend 
beyond the clouds and come before 'l:'hy throne. 
In my sorrow Thou hast sent me help from the 
sanctuary and strengthened me out of Zion. Thou 
hast poured out Thy blessings upon me; when 
I cried to Thee, Thou hast not hid Thy face 
from me. 0 loving Father, Thou hast led me as 
Thy child by Thine hand. Thou mighty King hast 
protected me, Thy subject, against all my foes. 
Thou faithful Shepherd hast made me, Thy sheep, 
to lie down in green pastures. Thou hast pTeservecl 
my life, while others went to destruction. Thy good
ness and faithfulness have followed me everywhere, 
from the beginning to the end of the year. Thy wis
dom has led me; Thy love has covered me; Thy help 
has gladdened me; Thy grace has kept me; Thy 
omnipotence has rescued me on all occasions ; Thy 
tender, fatherly hand has given me everything; 
Thine all-seeing eye has kept watch over me, and 
preserved my going out and coming in; and no evil 
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has befallen me. Therefore, 0 taste and see that 
the Lord is good! Behold what great things He has 
done for my soul I · 

If at times Thou didst make me experience great 
and multiplied anguish, Thou didst also grant me 
life again. If at times my heart was sorely troubled, 
Thy comfort delighted my soul. If many a time 
danger 'and distress came near me, Thy help was 
also near, and Thy angel kept me in all my ways 
and delivered me from the mouth of the lion. 

0 my Goel, mercifully forgive me all my sins 
which I have committed this year .. Do not punish 
me in the new year on account of them, but pardon 
me for Jesus' sake. Lord, remember not the sins of 
my youth nor my transgressions; according to Thy 
mercy remember Thou me for Thy goodness' sake. 

0 Lord Goel, I will now close this year with 
prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. I humbly beseech 
Thee to remain my Shield and my gracious God also 
in the new year. Keep Thy protecting hand over 
me, and in the clays to come let me be commended to 
Thy care, Thy love and grace. · 

To God, the J;'ather of all love, The Goel of earth and heaven, 
The mighty God who reigns above, Be praise and glory given ! 
·with healing balm my soul He fills, And every l)ain and sorrow 
stills: To Goel all praise and glory! Amen. 

HYMN. 

The olcl year now hath passed away, 
·we thank Thee, Christ, our Lord, to-clay 
That Thou hast kept us through the year 
When clanger ancl distress were near. 

We pray Thee, 0 eternal Son, 
Who with the Father reign'st as one, 
To guard ancl rule Thy Oluistenc1om 
Tlll'ough all the ages yet to come. 
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'rake not 'rhy saving Word away, 
Our souls' true comfort, staff, and stay; 
Abide with ns, and keep us free 
From all false doctrines graciously. 

0 help us to forsake all sin, 
A new and holier course begin; 
From last year's sins, Lord, hide Thy face, 
In this new year grant us Thy grace, -

That as true Christians we may live, 
Or clie in peace that Thou canst give, 
To rise again when Thou shalt come, 
And enter our eternal home. 

There shall we thank 'rhee, ancl adore, 
With a11 the angels evermore. 
Lord Jesus Christ, increase our faith 
'l'o praise Thy name through life and death. 

EVENING PRAYER. 

93 

For the last time in this year I now bend my 
knees before Thee, 0 my God, who hast mercy on 
me, and seek nothing but Thy grace and peace. 
I know that I have many times angered and grieved 
Thee in the past twelve months. I know that I have 
often transgressed Thy 'commandments, and have 
not always walked in the way I should have walked. 
I know that by my disobedience I have merited Thy 
wrath, Thy disfavor, and Thy just punishment. But 
I also know that Thou graciously receivest penitent 
sinners for Jesus' sake, and forgivest them their 
iniquities, transgressions, and sins. 

It is for this very reason that I now cast myself 
before Thy throne and cry for mercy. 0 Lord, re
member not the sins of my youth; according to Thy 
mercy remember me for Thy goodness' sake. Enter 
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not into judgment with me; for I am as little able 
to be justified in Thy sight as other men. Therefore 
cleanse me from all my sins, also from secret faults. 
If during this year I failed to listen as devoutly and 
attentively as I should have done to Thy revealed 
Word, which makes me wise unto salvation, forgive 
me my inattention, and let me henceforth be changed 
from being a mere hearer into being a doer of Thy 
Word. If I have not loved Thee and my neighbor 
as behooved me, remove from my heart all coldness 
and kindle the fire of the divine love in my soul, that 
I may love Thee with all my heart, with all my soul, 
with all my mind, with all my strength, and my 
neighbor as myself. If in my vocation and in the 
works of my calling I have not shown proper faith
fulness, forgive me in Thy great mercy, and grant 
that in future I may better apply the talent which 
Thou hast entrusted to me, and that at all times 
I may be found a good steward, and may be able to 
face Thee when Thou shalt call upon me to render 
my account. There is forgiveness with Thee, 0 my 
God; therefore I seek forgiveness with Thee. Now 
that the year is closing, blot out the record of my 
guilt, which is great indeed; cancel it with the 
precious blood of my Savior, which I apprehend by 
faith. Let my sins vanish like mist from before 
Thine eyes. Remove them far from me, and re
member them no more forever, lest in the new year 
I should have to appear in Thy sight as a debtor. 

Moreover, take me still under Thy gracious pro
tection this night, and be a wall of fire around me, 
that no harm may come to me. Should this night 
prove the last for me In this dark vale of tears, 
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Then lead me, Lord, in heav'n to Thee And my 
elect compeers. And thus I live and die to Thee, 
Thou Sabaoth strong indeed! In life and death 
Thou helpest me From every fear and need. But 
if according to Thy counsel I am destined to in
crease the years of my life; if, on awaking, I am 
to enter into a new year, let Thy goodness accom
pany me. Lead me in Thy paths; make me godly 
in truth and deed; guide me in an even way, and 
take not Thy Holy Spirit from me, that I may live 
unto Thee, serve and obey Thee. Yea, my God, this 
only thing I ask of Thee before I fall asleep : give 
me a new mind and spirit in the new year, a spirit 
which shall unhesitatingly perform what Thy com
mandment bids me do, in order that my spirit, to
gether with my soul and body, may remain the 
abode of Thy Spirit. 

0 Thou mighty God, now hearken To the pmyer 'l'hy child 
hatl1 made; Jesus, while the night-hours darken, Be Thou still 
my Hope, my Aid; Holy Ghost on Thee I call, Friend arnl Com
forte1· of all, Hear my earnest prayer, 0 hear me ! Lord, Thou 
hearest, Thou art near me. Amen. 

The Believing Christian Prays at the Beginning 
of a New Year. 

MORNING PRAYER. 

0 my God and Father, what am I to ask of Thee 
now that I appear in prayer before Thy throne 
during the first hours of this year to which Thy 
goodness has extended my life~ Three things I ask 
of Thee in childlike confidence, and I trust that Thou 
wilt deny me none of them. 

My first petition is, that Thou wouldst protect, 
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cover, and sustain me in this new year with Thy 
strong and mighty arm. During our earthly pil
grimages here below we human beings are subject to 
many changes and exposed to many dangers which 
can easily ruin and destroy us, if we are not guarded 
and delivered from them by Thy divine power. 
Therefore graciously avert from me the manifold 
calamities with which I might be visited. When 
I am threatened with danger, take me under Thy 
wings that it may not reach me. When sorrow, trib
ulation, and trouble would approach me, be Thou my 
Protector, and guard and preserve me from them. 
But if it is Thy will that I am to suffer some of the 
afflictions of this present time, let me patiently bear 
them, accept them as a chastisement from Thy hand, 
and submit my will to Thine. Be present with me 
in hours of anguish, and let me not lose heart. 
Finally, let me speedily behold Thy help, and let me 
find my delight in Thy favor. 

The second petition which I offer most humbly 
is, that Thou wouldst let Jesus dwell in my heart at 
all times. My Savior has prepared my heart for His 
temple at my baptism; He has occupied it as His 
dwelling, and united Himself with me before I had 
knowledge of myself. Yea, though I have often 
driven Him from me by my sins and forfeited His 
communion, He has come in unto me again when His 
grace led me to repentance. Oh, therefore, let not 
this precious treasure be taken from me! Strengthen 
my faith in His name. Let me love and esteem my 
Jesus above everything. Let me by Thy power follow 
in His holy footsteps, and ever let that mind be in 
me which was in Him also, in order that I may at 
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all times be most intimately united with Him and 
please Thee for His sake. 

Finally, I beseech Thee in deepest hmnility of 
my heart to let Thy holy angels be with me during 
this year and accompany me in all my ways. Thou 
sendest forth these ministering spirits to minister to 
them who shall be heirs of salvation. Moreover, 
Thou art not willing that any should perish, but 
wilt that all should inherit eternal life. Accordingly 
I am one of those who are to derive comfort from 
the blessed service of these perfect spirits who are 
ever about Thy throne; and for this very reason 
I pray earnestly for the companionship of Thy 
angels. Give them charge over me that they may 
keep me in all my ways. Let them encamp and be 
a bulwark round about me that no evil can come 
nigh me, and even Satan, though he were trans
£ ormed into an angel of light, can have no power 
to harm or overwhelm me. Let me ever bear in 
mind that Thy angels are with me, that 'I may be 
careful not to sin, and that I may suffer myself to 
be guided in an even path. 

0 my God and Father, if Thou wilt grant me 
this threefold petition, I shall remain unharmed 
during this year, and this year will be one of which 
I shall have to say at its close: It has pleased me. 
Then my soul will remain full of light, power, and 
strength; I shall grow in faith and holiness, and 
pursue my calling in good health. Therefore, if 
Thou wilt grant me what I have now prayed of 
Thee, I shall have everything in bodily and spir
itual blessings that can make me happy. And since 
Thou clesirest the true happiness of all men, gra-

starck's Pruyer-Book. 7 
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ciously grant me for this new year what I have 
prayed. Hear my first prayer to Thee in this year. 
Give me what I have desired in meekness, and be 
merciful unto me; and I shall ever praise Thee with 
joyful lips, and tell what Thou hast done for me. 

All this Thy hand bestoweth. Thou Life, whence our life 
floweth; To me and all believers Grant, Lord, these New Year's 
favors. 

EXHORTATION. 
Let the beauty of the Lord, our God, be upon us; and establish 

Thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands 
establish Thou it, Ps. 90, 17. 

Presumptuous persons frequently, and at times also timid 
minds, would like to know at the beginning of a year, whether 
it will be a prosperous year. However, it is in no man's power 
to make this known to any one ; for the Lord alone knows what 
is going to be. Accordingly, this advice may be given to each 
and every one, and this is also a pious custom of godly persons, 
-(1) that on entering a new year we should begin it with thanks
giving, praising the goodness of the :M:ost High, who has permitted 
us to begin a new year in spite of the many tempests of suffering 
and floods of tribulation through which we have had to pass. 
To be sure, if a ship has been blessed with a great good fortune 
when it has passed through storms and billows, we; too, have to 
thank God upon our knees when He has permitted us to begin 
a new year in happiness and good health. 

(2) Devout hearts will turn from thanksgiving to prayer, 
asking the goodness of the Most High to protect, govei·n, and 
preserve them in the :future. 'l'hey pray: Leave me not, neither 
forsake me in this new year, 0 God of my salvation l 'rhey com
mit to the gracious protectioP of God their body, their soul, and 
all that is theirs. 

(3) Moreover, they are zealous in the new year to become 
more devout and godly. They resolve that, with the help of God, 
this year shall belong to the new life into which they were born. 
Surely, when aged people boast the great number of years they 
have lived, and yet are earthly-minded ancl devoted to the world, 
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they have no greater honor than auy age<l Jew or heathen, who· 
may even surpass them in number of years. For godliness, being· 
a fruit of faith and indwelling grace, is an ornament to both 
young and old. 

PRAYER. 

Lord, Lord, merciful and gracious, long-suffer
ing, and of great faithfulness, Thou art from ever
lasting to everlasting, and with Thee there is :no 
variableness neither shadow of turning. Behold, 
under Thy protection I have again entered upon 
a :new year. How excellent is Thy loving-kindness,. 
0 God; therefore the children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of Thy wings. They shall be abun
dantly satisfied with the fatness of Thy house; the 
river of God is full of water. 

My God and Father, during the past year I have 
fully experienced all this; therefore I shall begin 
the new year in Thy name with prayer, sighi:ngs, 
and supplications. Lord, be pleased to hear my 
voice early, on the very threshold of the new year; 
give ear to me in its very first hours. 0 Lord, 
I know not what may befall me during this new 
year. A year is long; its days are many. Human 
misery there is manifold, and calamities which may 
befall men are innumerable. Therefore I come to 
Thee, 0 mighty and loving Goel, and wish to com
niend myself at its very beginning to Thy mercy 
and faithfulness. Oh, now that all things are about 
to be made new; the earth is again to be covered 
with green herbs; the sun is ascending higher and 
higher, and everything is being filled with new 
vigor; let Thy goodness and mercy be renewed 
upon me. I commit my soul into Thy fatherly 
mercy and protection: guard it against sin, that 
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I may not contaminate it by wilful and wanton 
trespasses. Lord Jesus, sanctify, wash, and cleanse 
me with Thy holy blood. God Holy Ghost, dwell 
in my soul, and let it be Thy temple. Oh, what 
a blessed year will this be :for me, if I, 0 heavenly 
Father, abide in Thy grace and live as Thy child! 
Oh, how happy I shall be, if I shall abide in Thy 
fellowship, 0 Jesus! Oh, how beautifully I shall 
be arrayed, Thou precious Holy Spirit, if Thou wilt 
dwell in me and i~ule me! If the King's daughter 
is all glorious within, I too, thus adorned, shall 
please Thee. 

And since Thou hast hitherto bestowed on me 
the precious gift of life and health, be pleased, if 
it be Thy fatherly will, and if it be for the salva
tion of my soul, g-raciously to preserve this gift for 
me during this year, in order that I may become 
more fit to serve Thee and to discharge the duties 
of my calling. But if it should please Thee in Thy 
holy counsel to visit me with sickness or pain, do 
not depart from me. When I suffer tonnent, alle
viate my suffering, and let me also behold the hour 
when Thou appearest to refresh me and to relieve 
me of my entire burden. 0 Lord, my God, hold 
Thy protecting hand over my loved ones and my 
possessions. Be a wall of fire around me, as Thou 
wast around Elisha. Hedge us round about as Thou 
didst the house of Job. 

Grant me the power of Thy Holy Spirit that 
I may become truly godly during this year, and 
conduct myself as a true child of God, that I may 
be devout in my prayers, and a diligent hearer and 
doer of Thy Word. Grant that in the new year the 
condition of my heart may be described thus: "Old 
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things are passed away; behold, all things are made 
new." Let there be in me a new longing for Thee, 
new love towards my fellow-man, a new zeal to enter 
into communion with Thee and to abide therein. 
Oh, sanctify me wholly, that my entire spirit and 
soul and body may be kept blameless until the day 
of Jesus Christ. Give me new zeal in my Christian 
religion, that I may grow and increase in what
soever is good. Bless my calling and my labor ; bless 
my going out and my coming in. Give me what Thy 
hand of blessing has in store for me. 

However, let me also reflect at the beginning of 
this year that some time the last year of my life will 
begin, in order that I may always keep myself in 
readiness, be in a state of repentance and faith, have 
my lamp burning and my loins girt to receive Thee 
with rejoicing, 0 my Bridegroom and g·racious God, 
and to enter into the kingdom which Thou hast pre
pared for me from the beginning. Give me a new 
mind and a new spirit in accordance with Thy will, 
which may teach me unwaveringly to fulfil what Thy 
command bids me do, and which will keep me, body 
and soul, a habitation of Thy Spirit. 

And grant, Lord, when the year is over, That it :for me in 
peace may close; In all things care :for me, and cover My head 
in time of fear and woes; So may I, when my years are gone, 
Appear with joy before Thy throne. Amen. 

HYMN. 
Standing at the portal 
Of the op'ning year, 
W orcls of comfort meet us, 
Hushing every fear; 
Spoken through the silence 
By our Father's voice, 

Tender, strong, ancl faithful, 
1\faking us rejoice. 
Onward, then, and fear not, 
Children of the day! 
For His Word shall never, 
Never pass away. 
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I, the Lord, am with thee, 
Be not thou afraid 
I will help and strengthen, 
Be not thou dismayed! 
Yea, I will uphold thee 
With l\Iy own right hand, 
Thou ai-t called and chosen 
In 1\iy sight to stand. 
Dnward, then, and fear not, 
Children of the day! , 
For His Word shall never, 
Never pass away. 

He will never fail us, 
He will not forsake; 
His eternal covenant 
He will never break. 
Resting on His promise, 
What have we to fear? 
Goel is all-sufficient 
For the coming year. 
Onward, then, and fear not, 
Children of the day! 
For His Word shall never, 
Never pass away. 

EVENING PRAYER. 

Great and exalted God, the trust which I placed 
in Thee has not been put to shame on the first day 
of the new year. I have experienced Thy goodness 
and love to-day. Thou hast given me a cheerful 
heart; Thou hast caused Thy Word to be proclaimed 
to me; Thou hast satisfied and overwhelmed me with 
many blessings. Praise, glory, and thanksgiving be 
unto Thee with all my heart. 

Thou hast graciously heard my prayer hitherto, 
hearken again to my cry now that I lie down to rest. 
At the dawn of this year and day I have prayed for 
Thy favor, Thy blessing, and Thy grace. I will now 
add a humble entreaty in behalf of others, because 
according to Thy command it behooves me to make 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks for all men. Let those whom Thou hast ap
pointed magistrates on earth discharge their office in 
uninterrupted prosperity. Crown all who bear Thy 
image and are Thy 1ninisters with health; make them 
careful and give them wise counsels that they may 
discharge their office properly. Let them always be 
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mindful why they have been placed above others by · 
Thee, in order that they may administer justice, re
warding the good and punishing the evil; and that 
all who are subject to their rule may lead a quiet and 
peaceful life in all godliness and honesty. 

Furnish those whom Thou hast sent out to pro
claim the Gospel of peace with the plenteous gifts 
of Thy Spirit. Give them ability and strength to 
conduct their important office. Let them always 
open their mouths joyfully to Thy praise. Grant 
that they may freely and without fear proclaim the 
qivine truth, in order that through their ministry 
Thy kingdom on earth may be spread more and more, 
and a communion of people may be gathered who 
take comfort in Thy grace. Let the entire Christian 
Church be commended to Thee also in this year. Deal 
with each and every one as a loving Father who has 
become reconciled through Christ; do good unto 
them as unto Thy children; bless their occupation, 
profession, and calling; avert from them every mis
fortune, and always be their Sun and Shield. 

Having thus provided for them in all bodily 
things, show them Thy grace and goodness also in 
spiritual things. Let sinners be led to repentance by 
Thy goodness, in order that the angels of heaven may 
rejoice over them. Strengthen, stablish, and confirm 
in their good estate those who are in grace, that 
nothing may rob them of their crown and of that 
which they have committed to Thee. Gladden the 
hearts of all that are afflicted and sorrowful. 
Strengthen and heal the sick and the feeble. Com
fort and refresh the forsaken. Have mercy on 
all men. 

These, 0 Father of Mercies, are the supplica-
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tions which I bring. before Thee: graciously hear 
them and add to them Thy Yea and Amen. In this 
manner bless us, 0 God, our God, in whom we trust; 
yea, bless us in spiritual and temporal things, until 
in eternity we shall reap blessings without end from 
Thy hand and enter into the possession of the glories 
of Thy house. In confident trust that Thou wilt cer
tainly hear this petition I close my eyes and say: -

Let our going in be blessed, Our departure in like measure ; 
Bless, 0 Lord, our toil and rest, Bless our bread, our grief and 
pleasure; Be in death Thy blessing given, And make us blest 
heirs of heaven. Amen. 

THE NAME OF JESUS. 

Jesus ! Name of wondrous love, 
N amc all other names above ! 
Name at which must every knee 
Bow in deep humility. 

Jesus ! Name cf priceless worth 
To the fallen sons of earth, 
For the promise that it gave -

"Jesus shall His people save." 

Jesus ! Name of mercy mild. 
Given to the holy Child, 
'Vlien the cup of human woe 
First He tasted heTe below. 

Jesus! Only name that's giv'n 
Under all the mighty heav'n, 
·whereby man, to sin enslaved, 
Bursts his fetteTS and is sayed. 

Jesus! Name of wondrous love ! 
Human name of Him above! 
Pleading only this, we flee, 
Helpless, 0 our God, to Thee. 
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The Believing Christian, -0n Entering upon the Holy 
Season of Lent, Meditates on the Suffering 

of Jesus Christ. 

MORNING PRAYER. 

Jesus, I will ponder ·now On Thy holy passion; 
With Thy Spirit me endow For such meditation. 
Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish 
Of Thy suffering, pain, and death, That I might not 
perish. Thus, 0 suffering Savior, I beseech Thee for 
Thy gracious assistance, when in spirit I behold Thee 
journeying to that city in which the sentence of death 
already awaits Thee; and where the enemies who 
hate Thee without cause rejoice at Thy coming. 

This present season, which Thy infinite goodness 
has again permitted me to reach, reminds me of the 
bitter suffering to which Thou didst submit willingly 
in accordance with the counsel of Thy heavenly 
Father, in order that as the Lamb of God Thou 
mightest take away the sins of the entire world, and 
render satisfaction for them. No man can by any 
means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom 
for him; for the redemption of their souls is precious, 
and it ceaseth forever. Therefore Thou didst take 
pity on those whose flesh and blood Thou didst as
sume in the fulness of time, and by Thy bloody 
atonement Thou hast regained for them that peace 
which by their sin13 they had not only broken, but 
also lost. 

Thou must by Thy power make me able to 
ponder these important matters in a fruitful man
ner, with profit to myself; for without Thee I can 
do nothing. Therefore enlighten my understanding, 
that in Thy light I may behold the greatness of Thy 
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love and compassion, and may be prompted to render 
to Thee the thanks due Thee. However, sanctify also 
my will, that I may accept, and apply for my benefit, 
the blessings which Thou hast acquired by Thy death. 
Thou didst love me before I knew Thee. Thou didst 
give Thyself for me at a time when I knew nothing 
of Thee. Thou didst suffer shame, scorn, ignominy, 
and manifold afflictions, in order to make me happy. 
All this Thou hast done for me, yea, for me, for my 
benefit. Ought I then not sing praises~ Ought I not 
laud and magnify Thee on account of these suffer
ings~ Aye, thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
dearest Jesus, unto Thee. A thousand times, clearest 
Jesus, shall praise and glory be rendered unto Thee 
because Thou hast conquered hell and death. 

I am no.w Thine own and Thou art my joy and 
my delight. Oh, that I might soon behold Thee, most 
beautiful Sun, in Thy glory, now that Thy suffering 
is ended! Oh, come to me, faithful Friend of my 
soul, and unite Thyself with me. Thou didst die 
for all, and hence also for me, in order that those 
who live might henceforth live, not unto themselves, 
but unto Him who died for them and rose again. 
Therefore, enter into my soul and give it life. Let 
me ever contemplate how much my redemption has 
cost Thee. Let me ever bear in mind that Thou 
hadst to endure the most shameful death, in order 
to deliver me from eternal death. Let the fact ever 
be before my eyes as a solemn reminder, that Thou 
hadst to lose Thy life because I had lived unto my
self and unto the world; and let me also be moved 
thereby to live unto Thee and to follow Thee. Pluck 
me as a brand from the burning, in order that Thy 
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suffering may not have been rendered for me . . 
in vain. 

Let me become Thy disciple, whom nothing shall 
be able to separate from Thee. To this end grant 
me Thy Spirit, that during this holy Lenten season 
He may bring home to me all that I hear and per
ceive of Thy bitter suffering and death. Give me 
grace to be ever occupied with Thee in these days, 
to find my delight in Thee, and thus to secure for 
myself a blessing that abides forever. If the world 
tries to tempt me to wantonness and ease, if Satan 
tries to disquiet and distract me by all manner of 
disturbance, if my corrupt flesh and blood draws 
me away and entices me to evil, let me think of Thy 
suffering, and with firm faith resist all these temp
tations, in order that they may not overcome and 
vanquish me. Help me to keep Thee in remem
brance at all times, that I may thereby be kept from 
sin, and may :finally enter into that glory to 'which 
Thou hast procured access for me by Thy suffering 
and death. 

Lord, let Thy woes, Thy patience, My heart with strength 
inspire To vanquish all temptations, And spurn all low desire ; 
'fhis thought I fain would cherish most What pain my soul's 
rndemption Hath Thee, 0 Savior cost! Amen. 

EXHORTATION. 
God hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no sin, that 

we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 2 001·. 5, 21. 

Among tho early Christians the holy season of Lent was a 
season of devotion and prayer, and it was spent in special medita
tions upon tho sufferings of Jesus. This custom is observed among 
Christians to this day. "While Satan has induced the children of 
the world to enter upon the season of Lent, not with prayer and 
devotion, hut with drunkenness, masquerades, gluttony, dissipation, 
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ancl wickedness, whereby they show that they care nothing for the 
crucified Lord Jesus, and trample His blood under foot, the chil
dren of Goel have a different spirit: they regard these things 
with horror. 

( 1) They begin this season with prayer ancl singing, thus 
preparing their hearts for the contemplation of the suffering of 
Jesus. ( 2) They place before their eyes the entire passion of 
Jesus : Jesus in Gethsemane, before the council of the Jews, before 
the judgment-seat of Pilate, upon Golgotha, ancl on the cross; ancl 
while contemplating each detail, they say: All this was clone for me ! 

(3) While instituting these sacred meditations at home ancl at 
church, they clo not rest satisfied with the mere history of these 
events, nor do they allow their devotion to vanish with the passing 
of Lent; but since they intend to draw comfort from the wounds 
of Jesus throughout the time of their life, ancl also in their dying 
hour, they remember the crucified ancl risen Jesus as long as they 
live. This remembrance ( 4) prompts them to crucify their lusts 
ancl desires, causing them to live no longer after the manner of 
the world, or to sin purposely, but to die unto sin, ancl to rise 
spiritually. Goel blesses such diligence, zeal, ancl desire for the 
sanctification of their lives. 

PRAYER. 

0 Jesus, my Jesus, how great is Thy love, which 
Thou hast shown me by Thy bitter suffering! Thou 
art the only-begotten Son of God; Thou art the 
Lamb without spot, the Lord of Glory, the :&fost 
Holy, who did no sin; and behold, Thou dost sur
render Thyself into the most shameful death and 
the most cruel suffering for me, an unrighteous 
person, a sinner, and a child of death. Oh, how 
great is Thy unspeakable mercy I The Holy One 
bears my unholiness, the Perfect One, my wicked
ness; the Just One, my unrighteousness; the In
nocent One, my guilt. My sins are laid upon Thee, 
in order that Thy righteousness may be bestowed 
upon me. My Jesus, in Thy suffering I can see the 
wrath of Goel against sin, the abomination of sm, 
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the punishment of sin. For, if God on account of 
the iniquities of others and for imputed sins has on 
the !fount of Olives so miserably afflicted Thee, the 
innocent Lamb, and has suffered Thee to become so 
awfully disfigured by the treatment of Thy enemies, 
how grievously will those be punished in the end 
who are not moved to repentance and faith by this 
suffering, and who must finally make payment for 
their sins themselves! 

My Jesus, I approach Thee now, and with a be
lieving heart contemplate Thy suffering. Thou 
enterest the Garden of Gethsemane, and Thy sweat 
is great drops of blood. Ah! this is done for me, 
that I may be delivered from the power of Satan. 
Thou art brought before the judgment-seat, ac
cused, and condemned to death: ah I this is done 
for me, that I may be acquitted, when after death 
I shall be placed before the judgment-seat on the 
last day. .At Thy trial there are .only accusers, but 
there is no advocate: ah l this is done for me, that 
Thou mayest be my .Advocate, when my sins and 
my conscience accuse me. Thou art scourged, and 
Thy body is dyed with blood; the plowers draw 
their furrows deep upon Thy back : ah! this is done 
for me, that I may not be punished :for my sins. 
Thou art led forth to death: ah! this is done for 
me, that my departure may be in peace, and may 
be my entrance into heaven, yea, my return to my 
Father. Thou art crucified: ah I this is done for 
me that through Thy death I might have life. 
Thou art buried: ah I this is done for me, that 
Thou mayest hallow my grave. Verily, this is love, 
this is mercy, that by Thy bitter suffering I may 
obtain life, grace, and the forgiveness of all my 
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sins. The chastisement of all my sins is upon 
Thee that I may have peace and be delivered from 
punishment. 

I will now place this suffering before my eyes, 
and wherever I may be, it shall ever be my delight. 
Until body and soul are parted, Thy suffering and 
death shall ever be enshrined in my heart. Israel
ites were free from all guilt and punishment when 
in faith they brought a lamb for the sacrifice before 
God and beheld the shedding of its warm blood; 
so I, too, know that I have been pardoned and am 
reconciled with God, if I believe that Thou, 0 Jesus, 
the Lamb of God, without spot and without blemish, 
hast been slain for me, and hast poured out Thy 
heart's blood for me in abundance. Thy blood is 
the true sacrificial blood, the blood of reconciliation, 
the blood of purification, the blood of atonement. 

0 my Jesus, when my heart would mislead me 
into sins, I will remember the sufferings which 
Thou didst endure and the blood which Thou didst 
shed. When the world by its evil example would 
entice me to do as it is doing, I will place before 
my eyes Thy bleeding image on the Mount of Olives, 
at the scourging, and at the cross. In the terror of 
my sins I will flee into Thy wounds. When my con
science fills me with fear, I will take Thy blood as 
:iny ransom. Yea, . in my dying hour I desire to 
know nothing but Thee, 0 Jesus. Thy holy name, 
0 Jesus, shall be my last word; Thy bleeding· form, 
my last thought; Thy last word on the cross shall 
also be my last sigh in death: with Thee I will say: 
Father, into Thy hand I commit my spirit. In that 
last hour, 0 Jesus, be Thou my Comfort, my Joy, 
my Consolation, my Defense. Amen. 
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HYMN. 

Thou Rock of Ages cleft for me, 
I haste to hide myself in Thee; 
The heat, the coming storm I dread, 
Oh, shelter my defenseless head. 

'Tis done, I feel myself secure, 
I know this Refuge will endure; 
The heat may smite, the storm may rage, 
And 'gainst my soul all foes engage. 

I will not fear, but trust ancl sing, 
And closer, closer to Thee cling, 
Until I Teach that world above, 
The luncl of rest, the home of love, 

Ancl join the countless white-robed throng 
To swell the loud triumphant song; 
Auel evei· hide myself in Thee, 
Thou Rock of Ages, cleft for me. 

0 BLEEDING HEAD AND WOUNDED! 

0 bleeding Head, and wounded, 
And full of pain and scorn, 
In mockery surrounded 
With cruel crown of thorn! 
0 Head! once ci:ownecl with glory 
And heavenly majesty, 
But now despised and gory; 
Yet here I welcome 'rhee ! 

:Jlllen spit upon and jeer 'I'hee, 
Thou noble countenance, 
Though mighty worlds shall fear Thee 
And flee before Thy glance. 
How art Thou pale with anguish, 
With sore abuse and scorn! 
How does Thy visage languish, 
Which once was bright as morn ! 

111 
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Now from Thy cheeks has vanished 
'Their color once so fair; 
From Thy reel lips is banished 
The splendor that was there. 
Pale Death with cruel rigor 
Bereaveth Thee of life; 
Thus losest 'l'hon Thy vigor 
And strength in this sa(l strife. 

1\fy burden, in Thy Passion, 
Lorcl, Thou hast borne for me, 
For it was my transgression 
Which brought this woe on Thee, 
I cast me down before Thee, 
Wrath were my rightful lot, 
Have mercy, I implore 'l'hee, 
Redeemer, spurn me not 1 

My Shepherd, now receive me ! 
J\iy Guardian, own me 'l'hine ! 
Great blessings Thou didst give me, 
0 Source of gifts divine! 
'l'hy lips have often feel me 
With milk and sweetest food; 
Thy Spirit oft has led me 
To stores of heavenly good. 

Here I will stand beside Thee, 
From 'l'hee I will not part; 
0 Savior, clo not chicle me ! 
When breaks Thy loving heart, 
'Yhen soul ancl bocly languish 
In death's last fatal grasp, 
Then, in Thy deepest anguish, 
Thee in mine arms I'll clasp. 

Naught ever so much blesses, 
So much rejoices me, 
As when in Thy distresses 
I take a part with Thee. 
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Ah, well for me, if lying 
Here at Thy feet, my Life, 
I, too, with Thee were dying, 
And thus might end my strife ! 

Thanks from my heart I offer 
Thee, Jesus, dearest Friend. 
For all that Thou didst suffer; 
My good cliclst 'l'hou intend. 
Ah! grant that I may ever 
To Thy truth faithful be; 
When soul and body sever, 
May I be found in Thee! 

\Vhen hence I must betake me, 
Lord, do not Thou depart! 
0 nevermore forsake me 
When death is at my heart! 
When soul and body languish, 
0 leave me not alone, 
But take away mine anguish 
By virtue of Thine own ! 

Be Thou my Consolation 
And Shielcl when I must die ; 
Remind me of Thy Passion 
"\Vhen my last hom draws nigh. 
Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, 
Upon Thy cross shall dwell, 
:My heart by faith enfolcl Thee. 
W110 c1ieth thus, dies well. 

EVENING PRAYER. 

113 

0 my Jesus, my King and my Head, before 
I lay my weary limbs to rest and fall asleep, I must 
yet commune with Thee and commit myself to Thee. 
The meditation which I have instituted to-day upon 
Thy suffering has awakened in me the sweetest 
emotions. With these m my heart let me quietly 

Stnrck's Prayer-Book. 8 
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fall asleep, and let the remembrance of Thee still 
bear fruit in me. 

By Thy suffering, 0 dearest Jesus, Thou hast 
hallowed all the afflictions which may, and must, 
come to Thy members, and hence also to me. Thou 
wast sorrowful unto death; yea, Thou didst ex
perience how a person feels when he is utterly for
saken. Thou didst undergo these sufferings, in 
order that whenever I am in like distress, I may be 
delivered from it by Thee. Therefore, 0 my Helper 
in need, be not cruel to me in such hours. When 
I cry, be not silent unto me. I am frightened when 
Thou seemest not to hear me. Trembling and 
anguish overwhelm me when Thou hidest Thyself 
and seemest not to know me and not to care for me. 
Terror and dismay seize me when in my temporal 
affliction or in my spiritual distress Thou seemest 
to turn me away, as though I had no right to speak 
before Thee. Therefore, 0 Thou Sun of Grace: do 
not hide Thyself from me. In such dark hours 
rouse my faith that I may firmly cling to Thy 
promises and to Thy love, and may confidently hope 
that Thou wilt turn my mourning into dancing, and 
wilt put off my sackcloth, and change my sadness 
into joy. 

0 yes, my Jesus, speak words of cheer to my 
soul in my affliction. Leave me not; do not with
draw Thy hand from me. Let me behold Thy fair 
likeness; let me consider that Thy suffering has 
had a glorious end; and let me firmly trust in Thy 
goodness and mercy. Let me also become like unto 
Thee in my suffering, and let me follow Thy 
example. Let me willingly submit to all that a wise 
and eternal Providence chooses to lay upon me. Let 
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me be patient when tribulations rush upon me like 
a flood. Let me bear with an even mind all that be
falls me. Let the same mind be ever in me which 
was also in Thee, 0 Jesus. In my requests let me 
not prescribe to Thee the time and the hour when 
Thou art to help me; but let me ever say as Thou 
didst say: "Father, not my will, but Thine, be 
done.'' In my hours of sorrow let me so conduct 
myself, after Thy example, that at last I may with 
Thee enter into the joy everlasting. Let me re
member Thee, and my sadness will soon vanish ; 
for the remembrance of Thee, 0 Jesus, causes my 
saddened heart to rejoice. Hold Thy bleeding 
image ever before my eyes, and I shall never be 
without comfort, but shall be most powerfully re
freshed and solaced with Thy vision. 

Be with me also during this night; and when 
I awake to-morrow, and as often as I shall still rise 
from sleep, let me be satisfied with beholding Thee. 
Strengthen me continually with Thy hand until my 
end is come. And when it has arrived, when death 
knocks at my door, let me look forward trustingly 
to my transformation, and fall asleep in blessed 
peace. Receive my spirit in that hour; let Thy suf
fering be before my eyes; let me draw comfort, 
strength, and solace from it in abundant measure. 

When henee I must betake me, Lord, do not 'l'hou depart r 
0 nevermore :forsake me When death is at my hea1t ! W11en soul 
and body languish, 0 leave me not alone, But take away mine 
anguish By virtue of Thim~ own ! Amen. 
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The Believing Christian Ponders on the Day of 
Jesus' Death, or Good Friday. 

EXHORTATION. 
Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 

we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afliicted. But He 
was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our in
iquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with 
His stripes we are healed. Is. 53, 4. 5. 

Good Friday is the i·eal clay of suffering of our blessed Jesus; 
on this day He diecl. It is true that even worldly people, from 
a sense of decency, or because they fear the opinion of their fellow
men, pass this day quietly. But Christians have chosen this clay 
as a day of special devotion. 

They ponder on this day the suffering of Jesus ( 1) as a suf
fering which .Jesus took upon Him out of love. Oh, what a great 
love ! 0 love incomparable, which prompted Thee, 0 Jesus, to 
enter npon this way of sorrows! Love impelled .Jesus to become 
man; love moved Him to give Himself for us and to die on the 
cross. (2) Christians ponder the sufferings of Christ as innocent 
sufferings. We are not to think that the Savior had done the 
least thing deserving of punishment; for He was holy, undefiled, 
and separate from sinners. He did no sin, neither was guile found 
in His mouth. Hence, on the part of ,Jesus it was wholly un
deserved suffering; but He took i.t willingly upon Himself for our 
sakes. (3) His suffering was aPlJointed for Him and sent to Him 
1)y His heavenly Father; for since Jesus sufferecl according to the 
determinate counsel of God, Acts 2, 23, He knew beforehand what 
awaited Him. This, however, does not free the Jews from guilt, 
as though they had lJeen compelled to carry out the will of God. 
No; Goel would have been able without the aid of Jews completely 
fo exhaust and slay His Son ; for He had begun to do so in 
Gethsemane, when Christ lay prostrnte on the ground and His 
sweat was as it were great drops of blood. For His own purpose 
God made use of the stubbornness and the malice of the Jews; 
their purpose was not to clo the will of God, but to vent their 
ill will and spite against Christ. In a similar manner Joseph's 
brethren did not sell him in order to make him a great lord, but 
they meant to do evil to him; Goel, however, meant it for good. 
Gen. 50, 20. ( 4) The suffering of Christ was real suffering; for 
He keenly felt ever~' wound and smarted under every pain. 
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The believer's soul considers all these things, and makes of 
them a mirror which reflects the anger of God against sin and 
the love of God for man's salvation. 

PRAYER. 

O loving and blessed Jesus, I come before Thee 
to meditate with true devotion of heart upon Thy 
bitter suffering. Lord, let Thy woes, Thy patience, 
My heart with strength inspire To vanquish all 
temptations And spurn all base desire. This 
thought I fain would cherish most -What pain 
my soul's Tedemption Hath Thee, 0 Savior, cost! 
0 Lamb of God innocently slain! Thou didst suffer 
because all my sins, yea, the sins, debts, iniquities, 
unrighteousness, and wickedness of all men, had 
been laid upon Thee, and reckoned as Thine, so that 
in the judgment of God Thou wast regarded as the 
greatest sinner, yea, as sin itself. And as our sins: 
had been cast upon Thee, Thou Lamb without spot~ 
so our punishment, too, overwhelmed Thee like a 
flood. During Thy public ministry as a teacher 
contempt, vilification, and blasphemy were Thy lot; 
however, during Thy Passion all these things were 
poured upon Thee with redoubled force. Not sat
isfied with raising accusations against Thee and 
forcing Thee to stand trial in two courts, the spir
itual and the secular, and suffering Thyself to be 
sentenced to death by both, Thou wast, in addition, 
made to suffer the cruelest physical pains, after the 
sentence of death had been pronounced against 
Thee. Thy holy body was wotmded, scourged, torn, 
and suffused with blood. 

Behold, 0 children of men, was there ever grief 
like the grief of our Jesus~ His head was crowned 
with thorns, His body was covered with blood, being, 
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bruised with the cutting thongs. On the cross, nails 
were driven through His hands and feet; His side 
was pierced with a spear, so that He could truth
fully say: "I am a worm, and no man." However, 
not only was His holy body so miserably maltreated, 
but He had to suffer ·also the most extreme agony 
in His soul. His soul was sorrowful even unto 
death. The waves of God's wrath rushed upon 
Him, and the pains of hell took hold upon Him 
with such violence that He cried out upon the cross: 
"My Goel, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me~" 
.A.nd then, at last, death followed. 

0 Lamb, slain by God, all this Thou hast suf
fered and endured for my good, for my benefit, for 
my comfort, for my pea.cc, for my redemption, for 
my welfare, and for my salvation. For if Christ 
had not come into this world and assumed our mis
erable form, if He had not willingly died for our 
sins, we should have had to suffer eternal damna
tion. But now, if I believe on Thee and in the con
fidence of my faith make Thy holy blood my own, 
I shall not be condemned, but shall have eternal life 
through Thee. 

0 my Jesus, let Thy bitter suffering ever be be
fore my eyes and in my heart, that I may draw com
fort and obtain righteousness from it, and by it 
may be made a godly person. I.Jet me not spend 
a day on which Thy bleeding image is not before 
my eyes. Let Thy suffering, Thy blood, Thy 
wounds, be written upon my hands, yea, into my 
heart, in order that with each breath nothing but 
Jesus' Passion, Jesus' death, Jesus' blood, may be 
in my thoughts, and I may thereby be weaned from 
the world, sanctified, washed, and purified. 
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My Jesus, as Thy suffering raises me up, glad
dens, comforts, awakens, and edifies me, so do also 
the seven words which Thou didst speak upon the 
cross. Alas! it was also for me that Thou didst 
pray, "Forgive them!" Forgive my soul whatever 
it has clone against Thee I · For me Thon didst cry: 
''My God, ]/Iy God, why hast Thou forsaken 1\fe ''' 
in order that I might never be forsaken, not in the 
hour of death, not in my crosses, not in my afflic
tions, not at the Judgment on the last clay, neither 
here in time nor yonder in eternity. For me Thou 
didst say, "I thirst." Grant that in turn I may 
embrace Thee by faith, may thirst after Thee and 
pant after Thee as the hart panteth after the water
brooks, and may be delighted and refreshed with 
Thy love. For me Thou wast concerned when Thou 
saidst to John: "Behold Thy mother I'' Although 
I may stand like 1\1:ary beneath the cross, forsaken 
by all men in my tribulation, Thou wilt cordially 
receive me, wilt have mercy upon me, take care of 
me, help me, and be gracious unto me. Oh, let me 
hear in my dying hour Thy voice saying, "To-day 
shalt thou be with Me in paradise." Give me this 
assurance in the days of my health, repeat it to me 
on my deathbed, and after I have departed, let it 
be fulfilled in me. For me Thou didst say, "It is 
:finished!" Everything has now been done that 
I ought to have done ; everything has now been 
suffered that I ought to have suffered. Salvation, 
life, peace, joy, comfort, bliss, tbe crown of life, and 
white garments have been procured for me. Yea, 
Thy last word upon the cross shall become a word 
of comfort and cheer also when I die: "Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit.'' Thus will I pray, 
repeating the words after Thee. · 
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When time seems short and death is near, And I am pressed 
by doubt and fear, And sins, an overflowing tide, Assail my peace 
on every side, This thought my refuge still shall be : I know the 
Savior died for me. His name is Jesus, and He died, For guilty 
sinners crucified; Content to die that He might win Their rnnsmn 
from the death of sin. No sinner worse than I can be, Therefore 
I know He died for me. If grace weTe bought, I could not buy; 
If grace were coined, no wealth have I; By grace alone I draw 
my breath, Held up from everlasting death; ;yet since I know 
His grace is free, I know the Sa vi or died for me. Amen. 

HYMN. 

Beloved Jesus, what law hast Thou broken 
That such sharp sentence should on Thee be spoken? 
Of what great crime hast Thou to make confession, 
Of what transgression? 

They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge 
Thee, 

With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee, 
They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee, 
They crucify Thee. 

·whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 
It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish; 
Yea, all the wrath, the woe Thou dost inherit, 
'Tis I do merit. 

W1mt strangest punishment is suffered yonder? 
'l'he Shepherd dies for sheep that love to wander, 
The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him, 
Who would not own Him. 

The sinless Son of Goel must die in sadness; 
The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 
Man forfeited His life, and is acquitted -
God is commi ttecl. 

There was no spot in me by sin untainted, 
Sick with sin's poison all my heart had fainted; 
:M:y heavy guilt to hell had well-nigh brought me, 
Such woe it wrought me. 
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0 wondrous love, whose depth no heart hath som1ded, 
That brought Thee here by foes and thieves surrounded! 
All worldly pleasures, heedless, I was trying 
While Thou wert dying ! 

0 mighty King, no time can dim Thy glory! 
How shall I spread abroad Thy wondrous story? 
How shall I find some worthy gifts to proffer? 
What dare I offer? 

For vainly doth our human wisdom ponder 
Thy woes, Thy mercy still transcends our wonder. 
Oh, how should I do aught that could delight 'l'hee ! 
Can I requite Thee? 

Yet unrequited, Lord, I would not leave Thee; 
I will renounce whate'er doth vex or grieve Thee, 
And quench with thoughts of Thee and prayers most lowly 
All fires unholy. 

But since my own stTength never will suffice me 
To crucify desires that still entice me, 
To all good deeds, oh, let Thy Spirit win me, 
And reign within me ! 

I'll think upon Thy mercy without ceasing, 
'l'hat earth's vain joys to me no more be pleasing; 
To do Thy will shall be my sole endeavor 
Henceforth forever. 

Whate'er of earthly good this life may grant me 
I'll risk for Thee; no shame, no cross shall daunt me ; 
I shall not fear what man can clo to harm me, 
Nor death alarm me. 

But worthless is my sacrifice, I own it; 
Yet, Lord, for love's sake Thou wilt not disown it; 
Thou wilt accept my gift in Thy great meekness, 
Nor shame my weakness. 

And when, dear Lord, before Thy throne in heaven, 
To me the crown of joy at last is given, 
Where sweetest hymns Thy saints forever raise Thee, 
I, too, shall praise Thee. 
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The Believing Christian Rejoices Over the 
Resurrection of Jes us Christ. 

MORNING PRAYER. 

0 my Jesus, as I now open my eyes and look 
into the bright day, I seem to begin life anew after 
having lain in death, as it were, during the peaceful 
slumber which was vouchsafed me in Thy arms 
during the night. Yea, now I begin really to live, 
since Thou livest and art risen from the dead. By 
Thy resurrection Thou hast procured for me this 
happiness, that in Thee I may have life and may 
have it more abundantly. Let me truly realize the 
happiness which I derive from Thy return to life! 
Let the noble life that is in Thee be gloriously mani
fested and break forth in me, in order that not only 
I myself may experience it, but others, too, may see 
and observe it in me. If in the reahn of nature it 
can plainly be seen when the sap and the new life 
is rising in the trees, how much more must it be 
manifest in the realm of grace when Thy holy life 
has entered into the soul. Therefore, since by Thy 
resurrection I have also become a partaker of Thy 
life, let me reveal it in Thy strength and show it be
fore the whole world. 

Let me manifest this life toward Goel, by dili
gently keeping Him in my thoughts, by making 
Him attend my going out and my coming in, by be
ginning and accomplishing all things with Him. 
Accordingly, let me not be ashamed to speak of 
Him, to laud Him everywhere as my best and truest 
Friend, and to praise His goodness in every place. 
Guard me, however, that I may not do these things 
from a false motive and from vainglory, but from 
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sincere love of Him and for the glory of His holy 
na111e. 

Let Thy life, furthermore, be manifest in me 
toward my neighbor, that I may be concerned for 
him, may converse with him on the condition of his 
soul, may with him take delight in Thee, and may 
consecrate my time to Thee, and never spend it in 
vain conversation and sinful amusements. ·When 
I speak of Thee to other persons, let it aways 
be done with profoundest reverence, and let the 
thought never enter into my mind that by speak
ing of Thee I seek to display my wisdom rather than 
to increase Thy honor. 

Finally~ let Thy life in me be manifest in those 
duties which I must observe toward myself. Let 
me gladly be in Thy company and commune. with 
Thee; let me ever rejoice in Thee, and let me never 
tire of striving to form a closer acquaintance with 
Thee and to enter into more intimate relation with 
Thee. In this manner make me happy here in time 
and hereafter in eternity. I am under the strongest 
obligation to make this the object of my most zealous 
concern. Help me, Thou risen Savior, that I may 
keep what I have and that no one may take from 
me my crown which I possess even now h1 believing 
hope. J_iet me never and in no marmer forsake Thee. 
Let neither height nor depth, neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor principalities nor powers, neither 
things present nor things to come, nor any other 
creature separate me from Thy love, from Thy 
f ellowshlp, from xmion with Thee. 

Let me not only esteem very highly and prize 
above all else the gifts of grace which Thou commu
nicatest and bestowest upon me while I am in Thee, 



124 FOR THE FESTIVAL SEASONS. 

but let me also employ them properly, that I may 
reap the sweetest fruits from them. Then, when my 
heart is aglow with Thy love, when my knowledge is 
growing and increasing, let me constantly persevere 
in such growth, and let me also labor without tiring 
to convert others from the error of their way and 
to save their souls from death. 

If Thou, 0 my Savior, as I confidently trust be
cause of Thy goodness, wilt give me this grace for 
which I ask, namely, that I may live in Thee and 
may by my conversation everywhere manifest and 
reveal the life which I have obtained, then let me 
not fall again into sleep and death, but let me daily 
rise again, continue to walk in a new life, and bring 
forth good fruits until at the appointed time Thou 
wilt lead me into the life everlasting. 

Grant that we and all Christians may Partake of this great 
joy to-clay Which by 'L'hy resurrection 'l'hou To all men freely 
givest now. Grant us that we may rise from sin, A holy life to· 
lead begin, Till we, from sin ancl pain set free, In endless Easter 
live·with Thee. Amen. 

EXHORTATION. 
I am He that liveth and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 

forevermore, Amen; and have the keys of death and hell. 
Rev.1, 18. 

Holy Eastertide is a time of joy for all the children of God; 
for they rejoice from their heart in their risen Jesus. They re
joice, (1) because their redemption is completed. For, after Jesus, 
who had offered Himself as our Surety to make satisfaction for us, 
is risen from the dead, a complete ransom has been paid for i1s; 
God is reconciled; He has accepted the death of His Son in the 
place of our death, ancl has granted us life for His sake. Believing 
souls rejoice (2) over the glorious witnesses and testimonies of the 
resurrection of their Jesus. Is it not a glorious testimony to be· 
told that He was seen ten times after His resurrection; that on 
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one occasion He appeared to five hundred brethren, 1Oor.15, 5; 
that He spoke with individual disciples, ate with them, Acts 10, 41; 
and permitted them to touch and handle Him, John 20, 25; 1 John 
1, 1? All these testimonies remove at once all cause for unbelief. 
Yea, unbelief is still conquered by every believer, because, accord
ing to Gal. 2, 20, Jesus lives in us; hence He must have risen aml 
be alive. They rejoice, (3) because they have received the seal 
and assurnnce of the gracious :forgiveness of their sins, o:f their 
peace with God, and know that as believers in Christ they may 
fearlessly approach God, and that He, in turn, will come to them. 
( 11) They are assured that the resurrection of Jesus will comfort 
them also in their dying hour. By His death Jesus has sweetened 
death for them and hallowed their graves, assming them that they 
will Tise to life everlasting. 

(5) Accordingly, they spend holy Eastertide, like other fes
tivals, in heartfelt devotion, prayer, praise, and contemplation of 
the blessings of God. They endeavor to rise spiritually every day, 
and to quit the grave of theiT sins, that is, their evil habits, 
naughtiness, and iniquities. On the other hand, they strive to 
spend the remainder of their lives in faith and holiness to the 
glory of the Lo1'd, 

PRAYER. 

The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the 
tabernacles of the righteous ; the right hand of the 
Lord is exalted, the l'ight hand of the Lord doeth 
valiantly. 0 risen Jesus, mighty Victor, Jesus 
Christ, Conqueror of death, powerful Samson, Thy 
resurrection fills my heart with pure joy, now that 
l)y Thy grace I may celebrate this holy festival. On 
bended knees and with folded hands I say: ''Thanks 
he to God, which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ I" "Jesus is risen from the 
dead I" this is a joyful message. Our Surety has 
been released from the prison of the grave; there
fore sin must have been canceled, God reconciled, 
and our debt paid. Who is he that condemneth ~ 
It is Chri~t that died, yea, rather, that is risen 
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again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us. Jesus has abol
ished death, and hath brought life and immortality 
to light. 

0 Jesus, dearest Friend, Thy resurrection 
brings me a threefold comfort. I say on this f es
tival: The resurrection of Jesus is my victory. 
Now my sins can no more condemn me ; for by the 
blood and the wounds of Christ, by His resurrec
tion, I have obtained forgiveness of all my sins, no 
matter how 'many or how great and grievous they 
are. Here is an all-sufficient ransom, a perfect re
demption. In Christ we have the l'edemption 
through His blood, namely, the forgiveness of ·sins. 
Death cannot ha~·m me, because Christ has overcome 
death, and has changed my death into a sweet sleep, 
yea, hath made it my departure to my FatheT in 
heaven. Satan is a vanquished foe; he may roar, 
but he cannot devour me ; he may accuse me, but 
Jesus intercedes for me, and bestows upon me His 
i·ighteousness, in whlch I am justified in the sight 
of God, and saved. Hell does not terrify me; for 
Christ has rescued me from hell. He that believeth 
on Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. 
0 glad day, on which my salvation is sealed and my 
happiness confirmed to me! Jesus lives, and I shall 
also live, united with Him in faith, and hereafter 
in everlasting glory. 

Rejo.icing in the risen Redeemer, my soul says 
furthermore: The resurrection of Jesus is my own 
resurrection. Since the Head is risen, the members 
cannot remain in death. However, on the last day 
I shall not simply rise like other men, but I shall 
rise as a child of God, as a joint-heir with Christ, 



FOR THE FESTIVAL SEASONS. 127 

by virtue of His merit and atonement. Therefore, 
I fear not the grave; I regard it as a chamber of 
rest, in which my Savior will let me sleep until He 
will say: Arise, ye dead, and appear before the 
judgment-seat. Oh, the greatness of the glory 
which my Savior has gained for me! Risen .Jesus, 
how can I sufficiently publish, glorify, and praise 
Thy grace and mercy~ Oh, the love which bestows 
life and salvation on me! Now all the injury caused 
by the fall of Adam has been repaired. 

And oh, my Savior, Thy resurrection is to yield 
me a very strong comfort also in my sufferings. 
Thou didst lie locked in the tomb, but Thou earnest 
forth gloriously. Thus the night of my affliction, 
too, will pass, and the sun of Thy joy, grace, help, 
and refreshing will rise for me again. 0 .Jesus, 
.only three days didst Thou remain in the grave. 
Thus, after my tribulation the day of deliverance is 
appointed also for me. After the weary years of 
suffering the gladsome year of jubilee will follow. 
Thou didst rise with a glorified body. Thy wounds 
and nail-prints were no longer bloody, nor did they 
smart; but they were radiant like the s1m. Thus 
my body, too, will be transformed and glorified, 
when Thou wilt quicken my dust. I shall have my 
former body restored to me; I shall be clothed with 
my former flesh. This body with its members, which 
were consecrated to Thy service, shall also share the 
splendor of heaven and be glorified. Yea, since 
Thou, 0 .Jesus, livest, I have in Thee a faithful and 
constant Friend, who will provide for me while 
I live, sustain me while I suffer, protect me from 
my enemies, gladden me in affliction, refresh me in 
my dying hour, keep me when I am in the grave, 



128 }'OR THE FESTIVAL SEASONS. 

and finally receive me into glory, and adorn me 
with the crown of life, which has been promised 
also to me. 

He triumphs, lo! the Son of God! To-day He left His dark 
abode. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! In light and majesty arrayed, 
To Him let endless thanks be paid. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Hell's dread dominion He hath crushed Aml Satan's monstrous 
menace hushed. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Oh, valiantly hath He 
prevailed And Yictor evermore is hailed. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
His captive foes no more can harm; No more their sullen threats 
alarm. . Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Their chieftain in the dust is 
trocl, And we are made the sons of God. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
Lord .Jesus Christ, Thou Savior clear, Thou Friend of sinners ever 
near, - Hallelujah! Hallelujah! - In tender mercy be our guicle 
Till we with Thee are glorified. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Our 
heart and tongues in praise conspire; Our souls turn heav'nwarcl 
with desire. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 0 help us, Lord, when all 
things encl; So shall Thy sounding praise ascend. Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah! Now to the Father on the throne 'rogether with His 
only Son, Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Aml Holy Ghost coequally,· 
Be praise throughout eternity. Hallelujah! Hallelujah ! Amen. 

HYMN. 

Awake, my heart, with gladness, 
See what to-day is done! 
How after gloom and sadness 
Comes forth the glorious Sun ! 
My Savior there was laid 
Where our becl must be made 
\\Then to the realms of light 
Our spirit wings its flight. 

'rhey in the grave clicl sink Him, 
The Foe held jubilee ; 
Before he can bethink him, 
Lo ! Christ again is free, 
And "Victory !" He cries, 
And waveth toward the skies 
His banner, for the field 
Is by the Hero held. 
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Upon the grave is standing 
'l'he Hero, looking round; 
The Foe, no more withstanding, 
His weapons on the ground 
Throws down, His hellish power 
To Christ he must give o'er, 
And to the Victor's bands 
Must yield his feet ancl hands. 

This is a sight that gladdens 
And fills my heart with glee; 
Now, naughtsoever saddens 
My soul, nor takes from me 
My trust or fortitude, 
Or any precious good 
W"hich by His victory 
My Savior gained for me. 

Hell and its prince, the Devil, 
Now of their power are shorn; 
I now am safe from evil, 
And sin I laugh to scorn; 
Grim Death with all his might 
Cannot my soul affright ; 
He is a powerless form, 
Howe'er he rage aml storm. 

The world against me rageth, 
Its fury I disdain ; 
Though bitter war it wageth, 
Its work is all in vain. 
No trouble troubles me, 
l\Iy heart from care is free, 
Misfortune now is play, 
Ancl night is bright as day. 

I cleave now and forever, 
To Christ, a member true; 
l\Iy Head will leave me never, 
Whate'er He passeth through; 

Starck"s I'1"a)'e1'-llook. 
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He treads the world beneath 
His feet, and conquers death 
And hell, and breaks sin's thrall -
I'm with Him through it all. 

To glory He ascemleth, 
I follow Him fore'er, 
For Christ, my Head, defendeth 
His member from all care : 
No enemy I fear 
Because my Head is near j 
l\Iy Savior is my Shield, 
By Him all n1ge is stilled. 

He brings me to the portal 
That opens into bliss, 
Where graved in words immortal 
'l'his golden scripture is: 

"Who tl1ere are scorned with 1Ie 
Here with Me crowned shall be; 
Who there with :Me shall die 
Shall here be raised as I." 

EVENING :PRAYER. 

0 living Savior, Lord Jesus Christ! Abide 
with me; for it is toward evening, and the day is 
far spent. Thou hast shown me Thy bountiful 
grace; for Thou hast not only granted me health, 
so that I have once more been able to celebrate Thy 
triumphant resurrection from the dead (for which 
mercy I owe Thee thanks without end); but from 
the fact that Thou hast assumed life again Thou 
hast enriched me with abundant comfort, which 
Thou hast caused to be proclaimed to me. Do not 
let the manifestations of Thy love depart from me. 
Abide with me in Thy grace, and hear my prayer 
with which I come before Thee before I fall asleep. 
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At the first glimpse of this day when I remem
be1·ed Thy blessed resurrection, I called upon Thee 
fervently that Thou wouldst manifest Thy life in 
me every way. Call unto me with a strong voice: 
Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and I will give thee light. Let me hear this voice 
and heed it; and give me Thy light. Cause me to 
rise spiritually, that I may not remain dead in my 
sins. I cannot accomplish this by my own strength; 
for, although I read diligently such books as might 
edify me, though I listen zealously to others who 
show and point me the way, yet I cannot achieve 
this result, that I become a new man and live in 
Thee. This is Thy work alone. Thou must accom
plish it ; Thou must work in me both to will and 
to clo. Therefore let Thy grace in me be efficient and 
a waken me from the sleep of sin. 

Give more light to my intellect that I may know 
Thee and the ways in which I must go. Grant unto 
my will a greater ability to do that which is pleas
ing to Thee. Implant in my heart a better and 
more sincere intention in all that I engage to do, in 
order that I may enter upon it only for Thy glory 
and honor. Endow the faculties of my inind with 
willing obedience, to be governed by Thee and to be 
minded as Thou wast. 0 my Savior, if Thou wilt 
do this, I shall rise from sleep and show that I am 
become a new man. 

After Thy blessed resurrection not only Thy 
holy body was glorified, but from the moment in 
which Thou didst quit Thy grave Thou didst adopt 
a conversation and a mode of life altogether dif
ferent from the one which Thou hadst adopted be-
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fore Thy death. Therefore let me, when rising spir
itually with Thee, truly experience and perceive this 
.spiritual resurrection, and the new life which I have 
·obtained. Let others also notice and perceive it in 
me, in order that everybody may see by my godly 
.conversation, by my blameless walk, by my holy and 
God-pleasing works, that I am no longer darkness, 
but light in the Lord; that I have been called, and 
by this call have been translated out of darkness 
into Thy marvelous light. Henceforth let me re
nounce all ungodliness and worldly lusts, and, on 
the other hand, let me live righteously, soberly, and 
:godly in this present world. Let me quit the world 
and live only for Thee, in order that Thou mayest 
at all times live in me and walk in me. Keep my 
eyes constantly open, that they may be always 
wakeful, and I may not lose my new spiritual life, 
but may pass from glory to g·lory, from knowledge 
to knowledge, till at last I shall be m1ited and live 
with Thee forevermore. 

Lord, Jesus Christ, strong Hero Thou, Grim death Thou hast 
·o'erpowerec1 now, Thou dost destroy hell's gate and chain, Dost on 
the third day rise again. Thou grantest to Thy friends the grace 
To look again upon Thy face, .And showest them the glorious prize, 
Won when from death Thou didst arise. Grant that we aml all 
Christians may Partake of this great joy to-clay Which by Thy 
resurrection Thou To all men freely givest now. Grant us that 
we may rise from sin, .A holy life to lead begin, Till 11re, from sin 
and pain set free, In endless l~aster live witli Thee. Amen. 
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The Believing Christian Meditates upon the 
Ascension of Christ. 

AN EVENING PRAYER FOR ASCENSION. 

133 

Suggeste<l uy the promise of the ascending Lord: "Lo, I am with you alway!" 

As low the light of day descends, 
And fall the shadows wide; 
As now, 0 J_,orc1, the journey ends, 
With me, I pray, abide! 

The path together we have walked 
Throughout the sunny day, 
And Thou of heavenly things hast talked; 
Abide Thou here, I pray ! 

1\Iy heart hath burned, as yonder Imm 
The stars within the sky; 
And still, 0 Lord, my soul doth yearn 
To have Thy presence nigh! 

A plenteous board I cannot spread 
Before Thee as my Guest; 
But in the breaking of the bread 
I shall myself Le hlest ! 

This very eve come with me SU}), 

Wlrnte'er may be the fare; 
And in the lifting of the cup 
I shaU a blessing share ! 

Abide with me through all the night, 
And converse with me hold, 
Until the sun the eastern height 
Shall climb in robes of gold! 

Yea, gracious ]\faster, e'er abide 
With me ancl ·be my Friend! 
I wish no other friend beside 
With whom my life to blend. 

Thou hast a charm of voice and speech 
That thrills me to the core. 
Hear Thou my prayer, I now beseech, 
Abide till life be o'er! 
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MORNING PRAYER. 

Eternal High Priest, glorified .Jesus, Thou art 
holy, undefiled, and separate from all sinners. 
Afte'r Thou hadst made atonement, Thou didst as
cend on high, yea, above the heavens, and didst pre
}Jare for Thy redeemed the place to which they shall 
come, when they have finished their course and have 
kept the faith. Thou intercedest for them, and wilt 
:finally gather them about Thee, in order that they 
may in all eternity be where Thou art. I am also 
one of those which Thou hast purchased and re
deemed with Thy precious blood; for Thy blood 
which flowed from Thy riven side was shed for all 
men. Oh, how I rejoice over Thy triumphant as
cension, because by the same Thou art making 
a way for me and art directing me to the place to 
which I shall go when I shall depart this life as 
Thy servant! How delighted I am this moment 
when I awake and in spirit hear the angelic hosts 
of heaven singing in joyful chorus: Hallelujah, for 
the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth ! This serves 
me as an illustration, showing how I shall join 
those perfect spirits in sing·ing hymns of praise and 
gratitude to Thy honor throughout eternity, when 
by a blessed death I shall at last enter yonder realm 
of joy to which Thou hast made a way for me by 
Thy ascension to Thy Father and my Father, to 
Thy Goel and my God. 

However, 0 Prince of Life, since Thy ascension 
cannot be ·of any benefit to me if I remain lying in 
the dungeon of my sins; since the victory Thou 
hast gained over sin, death, and hell can profit me 
nothing if I do not myself fight against these ene
mies of my soul; since I cannot attain to Thy 
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heavenly glory into which Thou didst enter by as
cending on high, if I do not become heavenly
minded: therefore, 0 dearest Redeemer, grant me 
strength by Thy grace that I, too, may enter upon 
a new spiritual life and become heavenly-minded. 
To this end kindle in me a heartfelt desire truly to 
know the treasures of Thy grace which Thou hast 
procured for me by Thy suffering and death, by 
Thy ascension, and by Thy sitting at the right 
hand of Thy Father. I find these treasures de
scribed in the revealed Word of God; grant that 
this Word may urge me to love Thee fervently and 
to pref er Thee above all else. And when I shall 
have learned to know the glory, the righteousness, 
the peace, and the grace which Thou hast acquired 
for me, let me zealously strive to enter into true 
and intimate fellowship with Thee. Let this be ac
complished by a living faith, which places me 
within Thy wounds and Thee within my heart, and 
which unites me with Thee so closely that I live in 
Thee and Thou in me. Let this be accomplished 
also by my continuous communion with Thee, by 
my persevering and my continuous prayer, and by 
my untiring remembrance of Thee, my heart thus 
being always where my treasure is. 

Preserve me, lest I permit myself to be drawn 
away from this heavenly disposition by the lust of 
the world. Keep me from coveting earthly things 
which burden my mind, and draw me to the earth 
with their powerful weight, thus rendering me 
unfit for ascending to heaven. Accordingly, let me 
always direct my heart to that place where I long 
to be forever ; and let me wish to die only from 
a desii~e to be with Thee. Lead me thus by Thy 
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side, as long as I must, according to Thy counsel, 
continue in this vale of tears. .And when at last 
my eyes shall close, and I shall yield my spirit into 
Thy hands, take me unto Thyself in heaven. 

How beautiful, how lovely, how glorious, how 
peaceful I shall be when I am with Thee ! Even 
now I rejoice when I think of what I shall be. 
I confidently hope to be with Thee forever. Let 
not my hope be put to shame, but grant me my de
sire, and let me persevere and remain constant in 
this blessed state of grace, so that when I die, I may 
behold Thy face, and when I awake again, I may 
be satisfied with Thy likeness, and then may never
more be removed from Thy side. 

From Thy ascension let such grace, Dear Lorcl, be ever found 
in me That steadfast faith may guide my ways With step un
falt'ring up to Thee, And at Thy voice I may depart With joy 
to dwell where Thou, Lord, art. Lord, hear my snpplieation ! 

When on our vision dawning Will break the wished-for hour 
Of that all-glorious morning When Christ shall come with power? 
0 come, thou welcome day ! When we, our Savior meeting, His 
second advent greeting, Shall hail the heaven-sent ray. Amen. 
Yea, let it be so. Amen. 

EXHORTATION. 
I ascend unto My Father and your Father, and to My God 

and your God. John 120, 11. 

The contemplation' of the ascension of Jesus, our Savior, 
cannot fail to be comforting and edifying to the believing soul. 
( 1) It reminds the believm· of the certainty of his redemption. 
Since the Victor returns to the place whence He came, to heaven, 
He has :finished the work which He was sent to do. When He was 
conceived and born, He came forth from the Father, and in His 
ascension He returns to the Father, liaving acquired for the chil
dren of men peace, joy, forgiveness of sins, righteous:µess, and 
salvation. 
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( 2) The ascension of Christ remincls a believing soul of the 
:fact that we have here no continuing city, but that we must seek 
one to come. Neither the godly nor the ungodly have a permanent 
clwelling-place on earth. The godly clo not cleshe such a habitation, 
because they know of a better one; and the ungoclly, though they 
desire it, do not obtain it. For it is appointecl unto men once 
to die, and after that the Judgment. Now, then, since there is 
no permanent dwelling-place for men here on earth, the godly 
direct their hearts to that place where they wish to be fornver. 
(3) Yea, they are reminded every day, when looking at their homes, 
their garments, their possessions, and their relatives, that they must 
leave all these things behind them. 

( 4) In orcler that their place of glOI'y may be found prepared 
for them when the hour of their deliverance from the misery of 
this life is come, they are diligent to ascend to heaven in a sphitual 
manner. Earth is cast out of their thoughts; they are mindful 
of heaven; the world is denied a share of their love; they cling 
to Jesus by faith. The world is not permitted to determine their 
life; they live not according to the will and the customs of the 
world, but according to the will of Goel. ( 5) Hence, whenever 
they lift their eyes heavenward, they say to themselves: Yoncler 
is my fatherland, my heritage, and my eternal home. 

PRAYER. 

God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the 
sound of the trumpet. Sing praises unto God; sing 
praises unto our King I - thus, 0 my Jesus, Thou 
mighty Victor, I celebrate Thy ascension, by which 
Thou hast entered into Thy glory, having finished 
the work of redeeming the human race. Now aU 
our enemies, the devil, the world, sin, and death, lie 
prostrate beneath Thy feet. Thou hast delivered 
us from them. Having effected the cleansing of 
our sins by Thyself, Thou didst sit down at the 
right hand of the divine Majesty in heaven. 

0 my Jesus, all this is a vei~y great comfort to 
me, and I rejoice over it from my inmost soul. .As 
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I rejoiced at Thy coming to earth, so I take com
fort in Thy ascensfon. Thou sittest at the right 
hand of God and intercedest for us; hence, when 
I pray, I am not praying alone; Thy Spirit prays 
in me, and Thou prayest for me. Thus my poor, 
feeble prayer will be graciously heard for Thy sake. 

I rejoice when I remember Thy words: "I go 
to prepare a place for you, that, where I am, there 
ye may be also." This promise refreshes my spirit, 
because I know that Thou hast prepared a place 
for me, and when I die, I shall find a place where 
I shall abide and remain forever. Thou hast been 
crowned with glory and honor, and hast laid up for 
me the beautiful crown of righteousness, which 
Thou, the righteous Judge, wilt give to all them 
that love Thy appearing. Thou hast taken posses
sion of Thy kingdom, and rulest over heaven and 
earth, in the realm of nahu·e, of grace, and of 
glory. And the day will come when Thou wilt say 
to me and all believers: ''Come, ye blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world." 

According to Thy human nature Thou hast re
ceived gifts for men that Thou mightest distribute 
them to us, Thy brethren, who believe in Thee. 
0 my Jesus, grant me a twofold portion; for I need 
twofold strength and twofold comfort. Grant me 
Thy Holy Spirit ; give me godliness, chastity, meek
ness, hmnility. Grant me Thy righteousness, son
ship with God, life, peace, and, :finally, heaven's 
g'lory and everlasting salvation. Now that Thou, 
my Head, art exalted, Thou wilt draw ·me, Thy 
member, after Thee. Since Thy Spirit gives me 
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life, I shall be with Thee in eternity. vVhat com- . 
fort, what joy, what glory this is which my Savior 
promises to His believers, His disciples, saying, 
''Where I am, there shall also My servant be'' 1 
0 my Jesus, let me be where Thou art; draw me 
after Thee, to the place where Thou art, exalted, 
at the right hand of God. Bring· me into the com
pany of the holy angels and all the elect. Let me 
behold Thy glory, which Thou hast prepared :for 
Thy believers. 

Although, dearest Friend of my soul, by ascend
ing· on high Thou hast withdrawn from me Thy 
visible presence, still Thou art with me invisibly 
by virtue of Thy promise: "Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world." Therefore 
I am everywhere content; I know that Thou art 
with me in the hour of need; Thou deliverest me 
from danger ; Thou refreshest me in su:ff ering; 
Thou comfortest me in affliction ; Thou protectest 
me in all adversities. Therefore I am of good 
courage ; the Lord Jesus is on my side ; I will not 
fear, what can man do unto me~ Though I do not 
see Thee, yet I love Thee and rejoice in Thee with 
joy unspeakable. I shall see Thee when my soul 
after its blessed departure from the body shall 
ascend to heaven. I shall also see Thee with mine 
eyes on the last day, when I shall rise from the dead. 

To this end I shall daily institute an ascension 
to heaven and shall contemplate ,:v].th the eyes of 
faith my future home, my future crown, my 
abiding-place, my robe of white. As long as I am 
in the world, I will shut out the world from my 
heart, from my love, from my life. I will flee the 
world with all its vanities, habits, and sins because 
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these hinder me ·from ascending to heaven in this 
spfritual manner. Thus, while I live, I live unto 
the Lord, and when I die, I die in the Lord. 

And so I stretch mine arms to Thee, And gladly hence betake 
me ; Peaceful and calm my sleep shall be, No human voice can 
wake me. But Christ is with me through the strife, And He will 
bear me into life, And open heav'n before me. Amen. 

HYMN. 
there remaineth yet a rest ! 

Arise, sad heart, that darkly pines, 
By heavy care and pain opprest, 
On whom 110 sun of gladness shines; 
Look to the Lamb! in yon bright fields 
'rhou'lt know the joy His presence yields; 
Cast off thy load and thither haste; 
Soon shalt thou fight and bleed no more, 
Soon, soon thy weary course be o'er, 
And deep the rest thou then shalt taste. 

The rest appointed thee of God, 
The rest that naught shall break or move, 
That ere this earth by man was trocl 
Was set apart for thee by love. 
Our Savior gave His life to win 
This rest for thee; 0 enter in ! 
Hear how His voice sounds far am1 wide : 
Ye weary souls, no more delay, 
Loiter not faithless by the way; 
Here ~n My peace and rest abide. 

Ye heavy-laden, come to Him. 
Ye who are bent with many a load, 
Come from your prisons drear and dim, 
'l'oil thus not sadly on yom road. 
Ye've borne the burden of the day, 
And hear ye not the Savior say: 

"I am your Refuge and your Rest" ? 
His children ye, of heavenly birth, 
Howe'er may rage sin, hell, or earth, 
Here ye are safe, here calmly blest. 
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Oh, what contentment fills the breast 
Of wanderers through the desert plains, 
If they have found a place to rest, 
To quench their thirst and cure their pains ! 
How welcome is a humble bed, 
Where they may rest their weary head, 
'l'o persons that are sick and s01·e ! 
Such hours of sweet repose soon fly, 
But there remains a rest on high 
·w1rnre we shall rest forevermore. 

Yonder in joy the sheaves we bring, 
Whose seed was sown on earth in tears; 
There in our Father's house we sing 
The song too sweet for mortal ears. 
Sorrow and sighing all are past 
Auel pain and death am fled at last; 
There with the Lamb of God we dwell, 
He leads us to the crystal river, 
He wipes away all tears forever; 
What there is ours no tongue can tell. 

Nor thirst nor h\mger pains us there, 
The time of recompense is come, 
Nor cold nor scorching heat we bear, 
We're sheltered in our Savior's home. 
The Lamb is in the midst; and those 
Who follow Him through shame and woes, 
Are crowned with honor, joy, and peace. 
The dry bones gather life again, 
One Sabbath over all shall reign, 
Wherein all toil and labor cease. 

There is untroubled calm and light, 
No gnawing care shall mar our rest. 
Ye weary, heed this word aright, 
Come, lean upon your Savior's breast. 
Fain would I linger here no more, 
Fain to yon happier world upsoar, 
And join that bright expectant band. 
0 raise, my soul, the joyful song 
That rings through yon triumphant throng; 
Thy perfect rest is nigh at hand. 
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EVENING PRAYER. 

Living and exalted Savior! Thou hast ascended 
on high and hast sat down, also according to Thy 
human nature, at the right hand of the majesty of 
God. By this act, as also by Thy blessed incarna
tion, Thou hast ennobled my nature, and hast ac
quired for me a title in heaven. Praise, glory and 
thanks be unto Thee for this grace! 

But I pray Thee to let the purpose of Thy 
ascension be accomplished in me. Thy purpose is 
that where Thou art all believers are to be with 
Thee forever, and that they are to be one with 
Thee as Thou art one with the Father. Oh, how 
my spirit is filled with joy when I think of these 
matters! Let me not experience this joy in vain, 
but let me arrive at the full fruition of it in 
eternity. 0 merciful Lord, let me even in my 
present life attain to the blessedness of being one 
with Thee. Let me as a member be attached to 
Thee, my Head; and let me· nevermore he severed 
from Thee. Let me obtain in Thee power, strength, 
and increase in all good works, in order that I may 
be able to remain with Thee in eternity. 

To this encl let me henceforth be one with Thee 
ai1d all Thy believers as regards the glorious treas
ures which Thou hast acquired for us by Thy suf
fering and death. Let me, together with my fellow
Christians, become partaker of these treasures, and 
thereby obtain as my own Thy peace, the forgive
ness of sins, righteousness, access to the throne of 
grace, and the assurance of life everlasting. 

Let me be one with Thee and all believers in 
spirit; let Thy Spirit, not the spirit of the world, 
guide, enlighten, sanctify, govern, glorify, and unite 
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me with Thee. Let me by this Spirit be in Thee and 
with Thee; yea, let me be Thine own, even as Thou 
art united with the Father in one Spirit and life. 
Let me be one with all believers in love, that I may 
cherish them with a sincere and constant love, and 
may wish, do, and procure for them whatsoever 
I may wish for myself. Let my love toward them 
be fervent, zealous, and constant. 

True love is the bond of perfectness, which 
holds together all the virtues that are becoming to 
Christians, and causes them to be exercised. As 
Thou art. united with Thy Father in unspeakable 
love, so let me be one with Thee and Him. Let me 
heartily love Thee, and Him who sent Thee; and to 
this end let me consecrate to Thee and Him my will, 
my intellect, my affections, and my entire life. 0 my 
exalted Savior, if I obtain this grace from Thee, 
I shall be truly happy, truly blessed during my pil
grimage on earth and after my pilgrimage shall have 
been ended. When I have attained to unity with 
Thee by Thy Spirit, r:rhou art mine and I am Thine; 
I can at all times derive a sure comfort from Thy 
assistance, Thy graciousness, Thy love, Thy blessing. 
I can always put my trust in Thee; I need fear no 
trouble ; I may hope for every good thing from Thee. 
Is this not an enviable blessedness which I obtain 
through Thee and in Thee~ 

However, this blessedness does not cease when 
I cease to live, but in that event it rises to· a higher 
stage and reaches greater perfection. When rest
ing in Thy arms, in which Thou constantly holdest 
me as Thy own, Thou wilt glorify and receive my 
spirit with Thee into glory when I shall have closed 
my eyes and yielded up my spirit. Fm, could the 
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Head rise and leave His members dead~ Thou wilt 
unite me with Thee forever, and let me taste joy, 
rapture, and pleasures at Thy side forevermore. 
Thou wilt grant me to occupy the place which Thou 
hast prepared for me by Thy death and by ascend
ing into the kingdom of Thy Father, and Thou wilt 
lead me into the everlasting habitations of peace. 
Oh, what blessedriess, therefore, is in store for me 
when I shall have become one with Thee as Thou 
art with the Father! What happiness awaits me 
yonder, when I shall have entered fully into Thy 
fellowship 1 I rejoice even now at the thought of 
this great glory. Let my rejoicing be not in vain. 
Let me while I am here have a foretaste of heaven; 
in yonder eternal home, however, let me, together 
with all believers, be fully united with Thee, with 
Thy Father, and with the Holy Spirit, forever and 
ever. Yea, before I fall asleep, assure me by Thy 
Spirit that my prayer has certainly been heard. 
Let it not have come before Thee in vain, in order 
that I may henceforth become, and forever remain, 
one with Thee. 

Draw us to Thee, For then shall we Walk in Thy steps for
ever, Aud hasten on \Vhere Thou art gone, To be with Thee, dear 
Savior. Draw us to Thee, Lord, lovingly; Let us depart with 
gladness, That we may be Forever free From sonow, grief, and 
sadness. Draw us to Thee, 0 grant that we l'Iay find the roacl to 
heaven; Direct our way, Lest we should stray, And from Thy 
patii be driven. Draw us to Thee, That also we 'rhy heavenly 
bliss inhe1·it, .And ever dwell Where sin and hell No more can vex 
om spirit. Draw us to Thee, Unceasingly, Into Thy kingdom take 
us; Let us fore'er Thy glory share, Thy saints and joint-heirs 
make us. Amen. 
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The Believing Christian Meditates on the Out
pouring of the Holy Ghost at the 

Holy Festival of Pentecost. 

MORNING PRAYER. 

0 Spirit of Grace, who from eternity didst pro
ceed from the Father and the Son, and who wast 
visibly poured out upon the apostles after the tri
umph and the ascension of my Jesus, I gladly call 
to mind this fact to-day; for by that event they 
were :fitted for th.e discharge of their office. I pray 
Thee, enter also into my soul, that it may become 
a temple of the living God prepared by Thee and 
meet to obtain eternal life, for which I was created 
and purchased by my 'Redeemer. 

Thou art the earnest of our adoption and our 
inheritance. Do therefore come to me also and as
sure me that I am a child of God, and that I have 
a well-grounded claim to the inheritance of the 
saints in light. Lead me into a true quietness of 
heart and mind, that I may have no pleasure in the 
hustle of the world and its sinful unrest, but flee 
from it and delight myself solely in Thee and with 
Thee. Sweep from my heart all impurity, wicked
ness, and sin, in order that with each year, week, 
yea, with each day I may become more pure. Re
move farther and farther from me all evil, in order 
that it may become manifest that I have become 
another and a better man. Sanctify me, for else 
I shall not be able to see the Lord. Kindle in me. 
also the frue light which I still lack, in order that 
I may grow in Thy knowledge, have a desire to 
understand the ways of heaven, and employ all 

Starck's Prayer-Book. 10 
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diligence to enter upon them and to walk in them 
without growing weary. 

Let me keenly perceive my misery, my perdi
tion, and the need in which I am, in order that by 
such knowledge I may be brought to true humility 
of heart. Let me also recognize to what majesty 
and glory I have attained by Thy gracious in
dwelling, in order that I may be induced to love 
Thee more ferv('.)ntly. Let me become obedient to 
Thee by love; let me follow Thee in love and yield 
my heart to Thee that Thou mayest work in it. 
Whenever Thou workest in me, grant that I may 
not resist Thee, but may let myself be restrained 
by Thee from all evil and urged unto all good. Let 
me ever follow Thy promptings; let me always note 
and act upon Thy admonitions. Let me be guided 
by Thee through all my life in a straight path, and 
I shall continue to walk in the way which is called 
the right way, and travel toward heaven. 

However, 0 precious Holy Spirit, when Thou 
hast thus worked in me, when Thou hast proved 
Thyself efficient in me, let me also, like the mes
sengers of Jesus, after Thou hadst rested on them, 
speak with new tongues, so that everybody may 
hear that the old, sinful, unseemly words, which 
are unbecoming to a Christian, have now been re
moved far from my lips. Let all who associate with 
me see that I am become a different man, and let 
everybody perceive what Spirit is dwelling in me. 
And then sanctify me more and more, and let me 
thoroughly become in my spirit and my body Thy 
temple and remain such forever. Thus let me here 
in time attain to a firm assurance of my salvation 
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and to the possession of the righteousness of Jesus, 
of the divine peace which He has acquired, and find 
my joy in Thee. Hereafter let me attain the in
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not avmy, that is reserved in heaven for me. Let 
me come to the possession of a glorious crown, 
a beautiful robe of white; and let me praise and 
magnify Thee with the Father and the Son, world 
without end. 

Come, God, Creator, Holy Ghost, And visit Thou the souls 
of men; Fill them with graces as Thou dost, Thy ereatures make 
pure again. Amen. 

EXHORTATION. 
If ye, then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 

children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Sprit to them that ask Him. Litke 11, 18. 

Not only has the merciful love of God purposed from eternity 
to grant 1IB many blessings; not only has Jesus purchased us with 
His holy blood; but the Holy Spirit, who is the most glorious, 
most necessary, and most blessed gift, desires to lead, sanctify, 
and govern ns even in this vale of tears. 

'Ehe Holy Spirit is ( 1) the most glorious gift. For what 
greater and nobler thing could God do for us than to give us His 
Spirit for our Leader and Guide in the way? The everlasting 
love of God was not content with having appoii1tec1 the holy angels 
as our guardian keepers, to be at our side, to surround us, and 
to accompany us in all our ways; but the Holy Spirit ·was also 
to dwell in us, in order that 0111· body and soul might be truly 
kept and preserved from evil. 'l'he Holy Spirit ( 2) is the most 
necessary gift. We can lack wealth, high honors, and great pos
sessions, and yet live happily in this world; lmt without the Holy 
Spirit we cannot be truly happy either here in time or hereafter 
in eternity. For this :mason the Holy Spirit ( 3) is the most 
blessed gift. He is the earnest of our inheritance, the seal of our 
sonship : through Hilu we are assured that we are the children of 
God and heirs of eternal life. We need Him most in sadness, in 
affliction, and temptation; for then He certifies to us that we are 
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nevertheless in a state of grace; when we are unable to offer 
prayers, He intercedes for us before God with groauin?;s that can
not be uttered. 

( 4) God desires to give this glorious, necessary, ancl, blessed 
gift to all who ask Him. We have no such promise regarding 
temporal and earthly things, because these are not always salutary 
for us. But the gift of the Holy Spirit Goel will refuse no one. 
( 5) The Holy Spirit purifies the heart of a Christian from the 
love of the world and sin, in order that He, who is the good and 
pure Spirit, may make His abode in the Christian. 

PRAYER. 

"I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground. I will pour out My 
Spirit upon all flesh, and they shall grow as grass, 
as willows by the watercourses." 0 dearest Jesus, 
Thou hast fulfilled this gracious promise on the holy 
festival of Pentecost, when Thou didst pour out Thy 
Spirit abundantly upon the apostles, and thus didst 
fit them for their work of proclaiming to all nations 
grace, the fo1~giveness of sins in Thy blood, and sal
vation. Faithful Savior, impart this gift also to 
me; give me also this glorious blessing. 

Descend upon me in abundant measure, 0 blessed 
Holy Spirit, who wast revealed in flames of fire upon 
the apostles. Enlighten me unto life everlasting; 
enlighten my understanding, that I may know 
~T esus Christ. Sanctify my will, that I may desire 
and vvish for nothing but what is pleasing to Thee. 
0 Spirit of power, as the apostles were endued by 
Thee with strength on high, so strengthen my faith ; 
give me courage and strength to walk in Thy ways, 
to overcome the world, to resist sin, and to live as 
a true child of God. 0 · gracious Rain, make me 
fruitful unto all good works, refresh me in the heat 
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of temptation, and grant that I may bring forth 
abundant fruits in a life of faith. 

0 Spirit of Grace and Prayer, seal to me the 
joyful comfort that I am in a state of grace. Oh, 
pray in me and with me ; yea, teach me to pray 
with true devotion; excite me to devotion and to the 
praise of God. 0 Spirit of Wisdom, rest upon me 
that I may know and do what pleaset'! God. 0 Spirit 
of Knowledge, rest upon me, that I may walk in 
Thy truth. Unite my heart to fear Thy name. 
Guard my understanding against error, dispel from 
it all darkness of ig·norance and self-love, kindle in 
me the light of Thy knowledge, that I may daily in
crease in love and knowledge of Thee. 0 Spirit of 
the Fear of Goel, rest upon me ; implant in my heart 
Thy holy fear, that I may nevermore sin knowingly 
and wilfully. 0 Spirit of Love, rest upon me; re-· 
move from my heart all anger, stubbornness, envy,. 
wickedness, and vengefulness. 

Be my Comforter in affliction and sorrow, when 
the floods are about to overwhelm me, and the waves 
would engulf me. Be my Streng-th when I am weak. 
Help me to quench the lust of the flesh. Let faith, 
love, hmnility, hope, and patience grow in me. Be 
my Guide, and lead me always in a straight path 
that I may not stumble, fall, nor act contrary to the 
commands of God. Be my Teacher and lead me into 
all truth and glorify Jesus in me. 0 Thou Pure 
Water, wash me; grant, that I may grow in all that 
is good and bring forth much fruit. Help me by 
Thy power that I may truly call Jesus I.1ord, and 
own Him as my Jesus, my Redeemer, my Savior, 
the Foundation of my salvation and my eternal 
happiness. 
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0 Thou Light of my soul, behold how I am 
surrounded in this world with innumerable temp
tations; for many deceivers have gone forth. There
£ ore keep me, lest I stray from Thee. Show me the 
way in which I must walk; for I lift up my soul 
unto Thee. If I would be my own guide, I should 
err; but when Thou leadest me, I shall walk in the 
way of Thy statutes. 

0 blessed Holy Spirit, if I have hitherto grieved 
Thee, I am heartily sorry for it. Behold, my heart 
is open to Thee; 0 enter in and fill if with the rich 
gift of Thy grace, with all Christian virtues. Stab
lish me, make me firm, and preserve in me the good 
work which Thou hast begun in me. 0 create in 
me a new heart; remove from it all naughtiness, all 
evil habits, and all dominion of sin. Take away 
from me the heart of stone, and give me a heart 
that is sanctified and changed by Thy grace. r>well 
in me, and let me be Thy temple and abode. Thus 
I have the earnest of my inheritance and sonship; 
and thus I know for a certainty that I shall obtain 
everlasting salvation. 

0 Holy Spirit, abide with me in every time of 
need and in death; cry Abba, Father, in me in that 
hour. Give me a glimpse of the eternal glory and 
a foretaste of the eternal joy into which I shall 
enter, when after the fight I shall obtain the crown, 
and after the sorrows of this present life the joy of 
heaven. 

Holy Ghost, Strength of the simple, 0 make Thine abode 
with me, Let me ever be Thy temple; Cheerfully I welcome Thee. 
Do Thou purify my heart, Cast out all things that might part Me 
from those sweet joys of heaven Vi1l1ich by Thee to faith are given. 
Amen. 
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HYMN. 

0 Holy Spirit, enter in, 
And in our hearts Thy work begin, 
Thy temple deign to make us; 
Sun of the soul, .Thou Light divine, 
Arouncl ancl in us brightly shine, 
To joy and gladness wake us. 
'l'hat we 'l'o 'l'hee 
Truly living, 'l'o Thee giving 
Prayer unceasing, 
Still may be in love increasing. 

Give to Thy Word impressive power, 
That in our hearts, from this good hour, 
As fire it may be glowing; 
That we confess the Father, Son, 
And Thee, the Spirit, Three in One, 
Thy glory ever showing. 
0 stay And sway 
Our souls ever, That they never 
]\fay forsake Thee, 
But by faith their refuge make Thee. 

Thou Fountain, whence all wisdom flows, 
vVhich God on pious hearts bestows, 
Grant us Thy consolation, 
That in our pme faith's unity 
We faithful witnesses may be 
Of grace that brings salvation. 
Hear us, Cheer us 
By Thy teaching; Let our preaching 
And our labor 
Praise Thee, Lord, and bless our neighbor. 

Left to ourselves, we shall but stray; 
0 lead us on the narrow way, 
With wisest counsel guide us, 
And give us steadfastness, that we 
May ever faithful prove to Thee, 
Whatever woes betide us. 

151 
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Lol'd, now Heal Thou 
All hearts bl'oken, And betoken 
Thou art near us, 
Whom we trust to light and d1eer us. 

Thy heave11ly stre11gth sustaill our heart 
That we may act the valia11t part 
With Thee as our Reliance; 
Be 'l'hou our Refuge and our Shiekl 
That we may never quit the field, 
Bidding all foes defiance. 
Descend, Defenc1 
From all errol's And earth's terrors : 
Thy salvation 
Be our constant consolation. 

0 mighty Rock, 0 Source of life, 
Let 'l'hy deal' Word, 'mid doubt and strife, 
Be so withi11 us burning 
That we be faithful unto death, 
In Thy pure love and holy faith, 
From Thee true wisdom learning I 
Tl1y grace And peace 
On us shower; By 'l'hy power 
Christ confessing, 
Let us win our Savior's blessing. 

0 gentle Dew, from heaven now fall 
With power upon the hearts of all, 
Thy tender love instilling, 
That heart to heart more closely bound, 
Fruitful in kindly deeds be found, 
'l'he law of love fulfilling. 
Then, Lord, Discord 
Shall not grieve Thee ; We receive 'l'hee ; 
Where Thou livest, 
Peace, and laze, and joy Thou givest. 

Grant that our days, while life shall last, 
In purest holiness be passed, 
Be Thou our Strength forever; 
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Grant that our hearts henceforth be free 
From sinful lust anc1 vanity, 
Vil'hich us from Thee must sever. 
Keep Thou Pure now 
From offenses Heart and senses, 
Blessed Spirit ! 
Let us heavenly life inherit. 

EVENING PRAYER. 

153 

Holy Ghost, with light divine, Shine upon this 
heart of mine! Chase the shades of night away, 
Turn the darkness into day. Let me see my Savior's 
face, Let me all His beauties trace; Show those glo
rious truths to me Which are only known to Thee. 
Holy Ghost, with power divine, Cleanse this guilty 
heart of mine: In Thy mercy pity me, From sin's 
bondage set me free. Holy Ghost, with joy divine, 
Cheer this saddened heart of mine; Yield a sacred, 
settled })eace, Let it grow and still increase. Holy 
Spirit, all divine, Dwell within this heart of mine ; 
Cast down every idol-throne, Reign supreme and 
reign alone. See, to Thee I yield my heart, Shed 
Thy life through every part. A pure temple I would 
be Wholly dedicate to Thee :-thus, Thou greatest 
Comforter in every sorrow, 0 blessed Holy Spirit, 
I find that, before retiring, I must pray for Thy 
gracious indwelling and Thy heavenly gifts because 
I have been convinced to-day that Thou wouldst 
gladly set up and prepare a tabernacle of God 
among men. Make also my heart Thy tabernacle, 
because it longs with yearning for this blessing. 

To this end glorify Jesus in my soul, that I may 
begin to love and receive Him and thus obtain power 
to become a child of God and His temple. Glorify 
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Rim in me, as regards His person, His blessing, and 
the grace which Re has acquired for me, that I may 
accept Him as my only Savior, and may seek and 
find forgiveness of sins in His name. Glorify Him 
in me, as regards His virtues and His conversation 
among men, by which He has left me an example 
that I should follow after. Let His glory, His 
hmnility, His meekness, His holiness, His purity, 
His love, His sincerity, and His truth be reflected 
in my heart and shine as a bright light, manifest
ing themselves in my entiTe life. Glorify Rim in 
me as regards His majesty and glory, which for my 
sake Re did not employ in the state of humiliation, 
hut resumed after the work of redemption was com
pleted, and with which He is now clothed, sitting at 
the right hand of His heavenly Father. Grant that 
I may worship, adore, and serve Hirn as the ·only 
Mediator between God and myself. If Thou wilt 
thus glorify Jesus in me, I shall be united with Rim 
by faith; I shall be conformed to His image by fel
lowship with Hirn; and by following Him I shall 
be led to the Jerusalem above. 

0 Spirit of Grace, help me to attain to this 
blessedness. Without Thee I cannot call Jesus my 
Lord. Oh, therefore, work in me a true and living 
faith; work and accomplish in me all that is neces
sary to the end that Jesus may be formed in me, 
and that I may become His own. Hear my sigh
ing; give ear to my supplication; accept my prayer, 
and grant me the grace which I desire. 

When Thou shalt have done these things, when 
Jesus shall have been glorified in me, let me hear 
witness of Him, as His apostles bore witness, after 
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Thou hadst been poured out upon them in abundant 
measure. Let me bear witness of H:in1 in my entire 
life, that I may order my life, conversation, and con
duct in obedience to His W 01·d and will. Let me 
bear witness of Him in my heart by acknowledging 
Him the true Messiah and the very God, by serving 
Him, and believing in Him. Let me bear witness 
of Him with my lips, by praising and magnifpng 
Him both in private and in public, and by confess
ing Him at all times, in order that He in hun may 
confess me before His heavenly Father. Let me also 
bear witness of my Jesus in afflictions, by cheerful 
trust in Him, by fir:mly hoping and relying, and by 
patiently waiting for His help. ] 1inal1y, let me bear 
witness of Him also in death, by remaining faithful 
even in that hour and by hoping in faith to receive 
the crown of life at His hand. 

If Thou wilt thus make me constantly bear wit
ness of my Savior, He will in due time bear witness 
of me also, and confess me before His Father who 
is in heaven. Oh, how happy, how blessed, I shall 
then be! 0 Spirit of Jesus, guide me to this blessed
ness. I trust in Thee; let '.me never be ashamed. 
I surrender myself to Thee. Oh, bring me to heaven, 
and let me never be led astray into wrong paths. 

Love divine, all love excelling, Joy of heav'n, to earth come 
down, Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful meTcies 
crown: Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou 
art; Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter every trembling heart. 

Breathe, 0 breathe Thy loving Spirit Into every troubled 
breast ! Let us all in Thee inherit, Let us find that second rest. 
'rake away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be, End of 
faith as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty, Come, almighty 
to deliver ! Let us all Thy life receive; Suddenly return, and 
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never, Nevermore Thy temples leave. Thee we would be always 
blessing, Serve Thee as 'l'hy hosts above; Pray and })raise Thee 
without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love. Finish then Thy new 
creation; Pure and spotless let us be: Let us see our whole sal
vation Perfectly secured by Thee! Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heaven we take our place, Till we cast our crowns before 
Thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise. Amen. 

The Believing Christian Contemplates the Mystery 
of the Holy Trinity. 

MORNING PRAYER. 

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts; .the whole 
earth is full of His glory-with these words it be
hooves me, now that I arise from sleep, to praise Thy 
exalted name, 0 adorable God, who hast manifested 
and revealed Thyself as one in essence, yet distinct 
in persons. This clay which Thy goodness has per-
1nitted me to see moves me to consider this great and 
blessed mystery of the Godhead and to employ it for 
my profit. Oh, grant me grace to accomplish my 
purpose I Manifest Thyself to me as my God, that 
I may be encouraged and prompted to show myself 
Thy obedient creature I 

Father of mercies, Thy hand has fashioned me; 
Thy power created me when I was yet in my mother's 
womb, and brought me forth into the light of day; 
Thy faithfulness has preserved and maintained my 
spirit. Oh, do not cease to be faithful to me, but 
forever show Thyself to me as a loving Father. 
However, let me also conduct myself toward Thee 
with the humbleness and reverence of a child, and 
by Thy grace strive after the highest degree of 
perfection. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Thou only-begotten Son of 
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the Highest, my Mediator, Redeemer and Savior, 
do not cease to hold Thy merit and Thy blood be
fore Thy Father whenever He would in His just 
anger condemn, reject, and cast me from Him on 
account of my trespasses, iniquities, and sins. 
0 eternal High Priest, do not cease to intercede for 
me and to gladden me with Thy heavenly blessing. 
Do not cease Thy work in me. Do not grow weary 
of calling me unto Thy grace, but do Thou work in 
me that Thy image may be formed in me. Let none 
of Thy redeemed ones be lost; and hence, let me also 
have light in Thee, and let me have and enjoy it more 
abundantly. 

0 Spirit of Grace, have mercy on me and be not 
far from me with Thy gifts. Comfort and refresh 
my poor soul when I am grieved; hold me when 
I stumble, and place me on my feet again. When 
I stray, point me to the right way and lead me in 
a plain path. Pray with me whenever I pray; teach 
me how and what to pray, and give my feeble words 
and sighs power to moYe my Father in heaven, 
to touch His heart, and to procure help for me 
from Him. 

0 Triune God, manifest Thyself thus to me, and 
I will praise Thy name, spread abroad Thy glory, 
live according to Thy will, and, finally, when Thou 
summonest me, gladly quit this world of trouble and 
look for a gracious reward of my faithfulness from 
Thy mercy. When my depraved reason excites all 
maimer of doubts in me, as if it were impossible that 
Thou, 0 hidden God, who dwellest in a light which 
no man can come unto, art one in essence and three 
in persons, let me take my reason captive in the 
obedience of faith, and not lend my ear to its sug-
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gestions. Strengthen my faith in Thee, and let me 
cling so firmly to Thy Word and testimonies that 
even the gates of hell shall not be able to prevail 
against me or rob me of my faith. When my slug
gish flesh and blood would not gladly follow Thee 
and live according to Thy will, grant me strength 
and ability from Thy inexhaustible divine fulness 
to submit myself to Thee and to become obedient to 
Thee in all my life. Let me show my faith by my 
works, adding to my faith virtue ; and to virtue, 
knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and to 
temperance, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness, charity. Thus let me walk before Thee 
here in holiness and righteousness, and let me :finally 
}Jass from believing to seeing. Then, when I shall 
see Thee face to face, I shall with all the elect praise 
Thee forevermore, even as I now make a beginning 
and say with a heart that has been touched by 
Thy love: 

The Lorcl, my Goel, be praisecl, He who forever liveth, To whom 
the heavenly host E'er praise ancl honor giveth; The Lorcl, my Goel, 
be praisecl, In whose great name I boast, Goel Father, Goel the Son, 
Ancl Goel the Holy Ghost. To Him we now sing praise, With joy 
our offering bringing, Ancl with the angel host The "Holy! Holy!" 
singing; To Him all Christendom Sings praises joyfully. The 
Lorcl, my Goel, be praisecl Throughout eternity! Amen, Hallelujah, 
Amen ! Amen. 

EXHORTATION. 
There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 

Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one. 1John5, 7. 

When a believer is about to begin a sacred meditation of the 
mystery of the Holy Trinity, he must clo as one who woulcl obtain 
light ancl benefit from the sun ancl make the sun serve him. If he 
looks into the sun with unprotected eyes, he becomes blinclecl; he 
sees nothing but darkness, yea, he sees nothing at all. But if he 
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keeps Iris eyes cast down and thus uses the light and the splendor 
of the sun, he sees much, yea, he sees all that he ought to see. 

The mystery of the Holy Trinity is (1) a mystery incompre
hensible to reason. We cannot comprehend this statement: one 
essence and three persons. Accordingly, many have stumbled at 
this doctrine of the Creed. Until this day there are those who in 
this respect believe as the Jews do. Notwithstanding this, the 
mystery of the Holy Trinity is (2) clearly described in the Holy 
Scriptures. It is declared in some of the choicest passages of the 
Old and New Testaments. At the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan 
three persons were revealed. :M:att. 3, 17. The works and the prop
er.ties of the Trhme God are also clearly described and manifest 
before our eyes. A devout Christian believes this Word of life, 
until in the life everlasting he will come to see what he has believed. 

In the mean time, (3) he worships the thrice-holy God with 
humbleness of heart. He praises his Creator because of all the 
benefits which He has bestowed on him, on both body and souL 
He thanks his Redeemer because He has delivered him from death, 
from sin, from the devil, and from the power of hell. He sm
renders his heart and his entire life to the Sanctifier, studies to 
obey the Triune God, and rests assured that he will at last bcholcl 
in glory what he has believed while on earth. For blessed are they 
which have not seen and yet have believed. 

PRAYER. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole 
earth is full of His glory. With these words, 
0 Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, I now 
join all the seraphim and all the cherubim in their 
hymn of praise and sing Thy sovereignty, majesty, 
and glory. 0 Thou self-existent, unfathomable, and 
incomprehensible Being I My faith firmly clings to 
Thy holy and revealed W orcl alone, in which Thou 
hast gloriously revealed Thyself to me. This is life 
eternal that men may know Thee, 0 Father, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent. 

0 Father of all grace and mercy, who hast made 
Thyself known to me as my Father, I worship Thee, 
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I honor and praise Thee. Thou hast not only from 
eternity begotten Thine only Son Jesus Christ~ but 
art also the true Father of whom the whole family 
in heaven and on earth is named. Thou hast 
hitherto, as a gracious and loving Father, nour-
1shed, sustained, kept, and preserved me ; yea, even 
to this very hour Thou nourishest, sustainest, and 
preservest me. 0 merciful Father, look upon me 
still with cordial and fatherly compassion as 
Thy child. 

Lord Jesus, Son of God, I have learned to know 
Thee from Thy holy Word as the second person of 
the Holy Trinity, eternally begotten of the Father 
in heaven, God of God, Light of Light, sprung into 
being in a manner incomprehensible to us. I have 
also learned to know Thee as my brother and kins
man, who took upon Himself our human nature and 
redeemed me and all men from sin, death, the devil, 
and hell. 'Therefore I rejoice in Thee and worship 
Thee. Thou art my Righteousness, my Redeemer, 
my Advocate, my High Priest, my Mercy-seat, my 
Mediator, my Immanuel, my Savior, and my Shep
herd. In Thee I have life, and have it more abun
dantly. Thou art the Paschal Lamb that was given 
for my sins. Thy precious blood is the cleansing of 
my iniquities. Through Thee I have access to grace 
and life. In Thee I am saved, here in time and here
after in eternity. 

0 blessed Holy Spirit, Thou hast revealed Thy
self to me in Thy Word as the third person of the 
Godhead, proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
of one essence, of equal majesty and glory with 
them. Thou hast regenerated me in Holy Baptism. 
Through Thee I have been brought to grace, to light, 
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and to the life that is of God. Thou art my Sancti
fier, who enlightens, sanctifies, and keeps me in 
true faith. Thou comfortest me in suffering, Thou 
cheerest me in sadness, Thou refreshest me in trib
ulation. 0 Spirit of Grace and of Prayer, seal to 
me the comfort that I am in a state of grace. Bear 
witness with my spirit that I am a child of God. 
Arouse me to prayer. Give me the spirit of devo
tion while praying, and joyfulness when I have 
prayed. 

Oh, come let us worship and bow down and kneel 
before the Lord, the Triune God who has made us ; 
for we are His people and the sheep of His pastu1·e. 
His judgments are unsearchable, and His ways past 
finding out. Of Him and through Hirn and to Him 
are all things; to Him be praise, honor, and glory 
forevermore. The Father is made of no one, neither 
created, nor begotten. The Son is of the Father, not 
made, not created, but begotten. The Holy Spirit is 
of the Father and the Son, not made, nor created, 
nor begotten, but proceeding. Among these three 
persons none is first, and none is last; none the 
greatest and none the least; but all three are equal: 
the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Ghost 
is God. And yet there are not three gods, but there 
is one God. The Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, 
the Holy Ghost is J_iord. And yet there are not three 
Lords, but there is one J_iord. 

0 Triune God and Lord, grant that I may ever 
grow and increase in this knowledge, that I may 
embrace Thee in faith, ·and may firinly cling to Thy 
holy Word as the norm of my faith and life. Grant 
that what I cannot comprehend I may nevertheless 
believe from my heart, until I shall pass from faith 

Starck's Prayer-Book. II 
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to sight. Meanwhile, my Father, cover me with the 
wings of Thy grace, and bless me. 0 Jesus, wash 
me with Thy holy blood and bless me ; make me 
righteous and save me forevermore. Lord God, the 
Holy Ghost, enlighten me and bless me, that I may 
walk in Thy light, and in Thy light may behold the 
light of joy in heaven above. 

Rise, then, to Him, the Ever-blest, And learn to know Him 
Tightly; Such knowledge can alone bring rest, And make thy soul 
burn brightly With the pure flame of holy love, Which cheers thy 
course to heaven; For Goel will show Thee things above, Which 
here 'tis only given To hear of, and see darkly. Amen. 

HYMN. 
All praise be to the Lorcl, 
My God, my Life, my Teacher; 
My 1¥Iaker, Him whose worcl 
Made me a living creature; 
My Father, who doth shield 
And keep me day by day 
And make each moment yield 
New blessings on my way. 

All praise be to the Lord, 
My Goel, my Life, my Savior; 
'fhe Father's Son, aclorncl, 
'l'he gift of God's good favor; 
Whose blood bought my release 
From sin and shame and death; 
Who giveth grace and peace 
And life to me through faith. 

All praise be to the Lord, 
fiiy Goel, my Life, my Solace; 
The Holy Ghost, ontpoured, 
Who to the Son cloth call us; 
Who cloth my soul revive 
And strengthen me with might, 
And when with ill I strive 
Gives comfort, help, and light. 
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All praise be to the Lord, 
'rhe God who ever liveth; 
Praise Him with one accord 
All ye whom life He giveth. 
Praise ye the Lord alone, 
rriie Holy One comest~ 
'rhe Father and the Son 
Ancl Spirit ever blest. 

'l'o Him with joyful song 
Let us new praise be bringing, 
And with the angel throng 
Thrice "Holy, Lord," be singing. 
The Church on earth, in heav'n 
Doth praise Him and adore; 
All praise to God be giv'n 
Both now and evermore. 

EVENING PRAYER. 

163, 

0 holy Triune God, filled with joy and gladness, 
I once more appear before Thy throne before hast
ening to my place of rest, because I have to-day 
heard the glad tidings and have been convinced that 
Thou comest to dwell in the hearts of those who love 
Thee. I regard this as the g1·eatest glory of which 
a rational creature of Thine is capable, and my soul 
is glad and leaps for joy. 

True, the world judges otherwise, and regards 
those as unhappy men who yield their heart to Thee 
for Thy habitation, not only by denying themselves 
all worldly pleasures, but also by being compelled 
to wrestle and fight daily, lest sin gain dominion over 
them. But I know and am persuaded that it is well 
with the righteous, and that great glory and blessed
ness are prepared for them. Therefore, I long for 
Thy indwelling and experience a fervent desire. 
for it. 
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Come, 0 Triune God, come into my soul and 
dwell in me. Make me entirely new. Let me no 
longer live unto myself, but unto Him that died 
for me and rose again. I know that Thy indwell
ing is no mere fancy, such as the perverted world 

· imagines it to be. Nor is it merely the bestowal of 
Thy gifts, still less does it mean that man is changed 
into God. But Thou comest to us according to Thy 
essence, not in the manner in which Thou art present 
with all the ungodly, but by Thy special grace, so 
that we are united with Thee as intimately as the 
branch with the vine, the head with the members, 
the soul with the body. What unspeakable grace! 
How greatly dost Thou ennoble those who are Thine, 
0 God, in making them partakers of Thy Spirit and 
Thy power ! When Thou dost enter thus into my 
soul, it is no longer I that live, but Thou livest in 
me, Thou speakest through me, Thou walkest and 
workest all things in me. 

Let me therefore continually go in Thy strength, 
that it may always be said of me: Behold, the tab
ernacle of God is with men I Know ye not that Jesus 
Christ dwelleth in you~ This is the source of my 
true blessedness, in which I delight with all my heart 
and which I anxiously desire. A bright light now 
arises in me, causing me to see my sins and Thy 
g-race, and urging me to flee the former and to seek 
the latter. With Thee new life comes into me. Now 
I am no longer powerless, so as to be carried away 
by every sin, but I can do all things through Thee 
who strengthenest me. Now I have comfort in 
every sorrow, under all vicissitudes and trials. How 
happy, then, I am even in this present life I And 
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how blessed shall I be in eternity when I shall re
main in Thy fellowship and shall see Thee as Thou 
art! 0 grant me this in mercy! Let me remain in 
a state of grace and grow therein. Let me never 
again drive Thee from me, but be united with Thee, 
till in eternity I shall behold Thee forevermore. 

I give immortal praise To God the Father's love, For all our 
comforts here, And better hopes above : He sent His own eternal 
Sou To die for sins that man hacl clone. To Goel the Son belongs 
Iminortal glory too, Who bought us with His blood From ever
lasting woe: And now He lives, and now He reigns, And sees the 
fruit of all His pains. To God the Spirit's name Immortal worship 
give, Whose new-creating power Makes the dead sinner live: His 
work completes the great design, And fills the soul with joy divine. 
Almighty God! to Thee Be endless honor done, The undivided 
Three, The great and glorious One: Where reason fails, with all 
her powers, There faith pre,rails and love adores. Amen. 

The Believing Christian on St. Michael's Day 
Meditates on the Guardianship of the Holy Angels. 

EXHORTATION. 

Are they [the angels] not all ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation!' Heb.1, 14. 

The holy angels were created by Go(l for His service and glory, 
being appointed to stand around His throne continually and to 
execute His commands. If a great king were to appoint his body
guard and attendants for the service of another, that would he 
a token of love and grace. Accordingly, ( 1) a believing Clll'istian 
thanks God for this special grace that God has not only given 
Himself with all His blessings and gifts f01· his enjoyment; has 
not only sent .Jesus Christ for the salvation of his soul; has not 
only appointed the Holy Ghost as his Comforter and Guide, but 
has also made the holy angels to keep guard over him. 

(2) Therefore, a Christian does not drive the holy angels 
from him by wilful sins, but he causes them to rejoice over his 
repentance and godly conversation. (3) A Christian strives, while 
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still on earth, to become like unto the holy angels, by daily praising 
God, glorifying Him, returning thanks to Him, and by rendering 
Him acceptable service. Whoeve1· in his life remains a devil, that 
is, a stiff-necked, obstinate, UI/-Converted man, anrl a brazen sinner 
until his death, can neve1· after death become like the angels. 
( 4) A believing Clnistian, in accordance with the Third Petition, 
seeks diligently to do Gael's will on earth as it is done in heaven. 
( 5) A believer does not worship the angels; for such honor belongs 
only to the Lord of the angels, and not to fellow-servants. Rev. 
19, 10. 

( 6) In this condition of faith, love, godliness, and the fear 
of God a believing Christian perseveres unto His end, knowing 
that the holy angels will not only keep him from harm in the 
works of his calling and in the paths appointed for him by God, 
but that they will also stand around his bed in his dying hour, 
and when he has died, will carry his soul into Abraham's bosom. 

PRAYER. 

The angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear Him and delivereth them. 0 merci-. 
ful and loving God I Now I rejoice that Thou hast 
given Thy holy angels for my protection and de
fense! Lord, Lord, what is Inan that Thou art mind
ful of him, and the son of man that Thou visitest 
him, and regardest him so highly~ If it is a high 
honor when a king assigns his body-gum~ds and at
tendants to wait on a humble person, how much 
greater glory is it when the holy angels are made 
to act as protectors and companions to us poor 
human beings! 

0 God of love, in Thy unspeakable goodness 
Thou hast not only appointed all visible creatures, 
heaven, earth, sun, air, sea, all fruits and products 
of the earth, for our enjoyment, but Thou hast also 
appointed the invisible creatures, the holy angels, 
for our service, that no evil may befall us. Thou 
knowest, 0 loving Father, how Thy children on 
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earth are surrounded by many dangers and much 
misery. Therefore Thou hast appointed watchmen 
for them to watch over them by day and night and 
to avert from them all evil. Thou knowest how 
many and strong enemies Thy believing children 
have about them; the prince of darkness, Satan, and 
his host: therefore Thou hast provided them with 
mighty heroes who are to resist these foes and guard 
Thy loved ones. 

0 my God, when weeks, months, yea, years pass, 
one afte1' the other, and I remain uninjured in life 
and limb, suffer no harm in house, home, and prop
erty, yea, am unmolested and unoffended in my pur
suits, no misfortune coming nigh me, should I not 
ascribe all this to Thy fatherly faithfulness, love, 
and mercy, because Thou hast kept and preserved 
me through Thy ministering spirits? Oh, how 
many dangers of which I was not aware hast Thou 
turned aside by the mighty protection of Thy holy 
angels! Let me then, 0 my God, fervently love and 
greatly praise Thee now and forevermore. 

However, 0 loving Father, I pray Thee to com
mand Thy angel also in the days to come to attend 
and guard me as Thine own. Let Thy angel avert 
from me danger and misfortune, as was done for 
Jacob, who was met and accompanied by the hosts 
of God when greatest danger at the hands of his 
brother Esau threatened him. Fortify my house 
round about with Thine angel host, as was done for 
the house of .I ob. Let them be with me in adversity, 
as they were with Daniel. Let them drive all mis
fortune from me, as they turned away the flames 
from the three men in the fiery furnace. Let them 



168 FOR THE FESTIVAL SEASONS, 

guard my business and my daily bread, as they 
brought meat and drink to Elijah. Yea, let them 
encamp round about me, accompany and assist me 
in my journeys, as they did Tobias. 

0 gracious God, grant me Thy Holy Spirit that 
I may not grieve these holy creatures of Thine by 
my sins, nor drive them from me by reckless living, 
forcing them to stand afar and to forsake me be
cause of my wickedness. Grant that even in this life 
I may become like the angels by serving, praising, 
obeying, and glorifying Thee, to the end that I may 
be like the angels also in the joy and the bliss of the 
life everlasting. Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven let this prayer resound in my ears and 
in my heart henceforth forever:rnore. My God, let 
Thy holy angels remain with me in death that they 
may carry my soul into Abraham's bosom and ac
company me to glory. There let me forever be in 
their fellowship and company, rejoice with them 
over Thy glory and majesty, chant with them: 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of hosts! and 
praise Thee for this as well as for all Thy blessings 
forever and ever . 

. Stars of the morning, so gloriously bright, Fillecl with celestia1 
resplendence and light; These that, where night never followeth 
day, Raise the "Thrice holy, Lord!" ever ancl aye ! These are 
Thy ministers; these dost Thou own, Lord God of Sabaoth ! 
nearest Thy tlll'one. These are 'l'hy messe11gers; these dost Thou 
send, Help of the helpless ones, man to defend. When by Thy 
word earth was 'first poised in space; When the far planets first 
sped on their race; When was completed the six days' employ, 
Then "all the sons o:f God shouted for joy.'' Still let them succor 
us; still let them fight, Lord of angeHc hosts I battling for right: 
Till where their anthems they ceaselessly pour, We with the angels 
may bow and adore. Amen. 
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HYMN. 
Lord God, we all to 'fhee give praise, 
Thank-offerings meet to Thee we raise, 
That Thou didst angel hosts create 
Around Thy glorious throne to wait! 

They glow with light and heavenly grace, 
And constantly behold Thy face; 
Obedience to Thy voice they yielcl, 
.And are with godly wisdom filled. 

They never rest nor sleep as we; 
Their whole delight is but to be 
Forever near Thee, gracious Lord, 
Thy little flock to watch and guard. 

The foul old Dragon and dread Foe 
With envy, hate, and wrath doth glow; 
It always is his aim and pride 
Thy Christian people to divide. 

As he has blighted earth of old, 
He keeps e'en now his deadly hold; 
Chafes madly to annihilate 
All virtue, honor, Church, and State. 

Therefore, no halt 01· rest he knows; 
A roaring lion, round he goes, 
Or lies in wait with baneful snare 
To drive the Christians to despair. 

But watchful is the angel-band, 
That follows Christ on every lrn,nd, 
And guards Thy holy Christendom 
Frnm harm that might from Satan come. 

From Daniel's case this may be seen 
When he sat in the lions' den, 
And likewise angels rescued Lot 
That the ungodly harmed him not. 

When the Three Hebrews were at last 
Into the fiery furnace cast, 
No power had fiercest flames to harm 
Against the rescuing angel's arm. 

lG!) 
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And thus our God, still at this day, 
From harm ancl many an evil way 
Keeps us by His dear angel-guard, 
Placed o'er us as our watch and ward. 

For this, now and eternally, 
Our praise shall rise, 0 God, to Thee, 
·whom all the angel-hosts adore 
With joy now and fornvermore. 

We also pray Thee to defend 
By them unto the latter encl 
Thy fold, that little flock, 0 Lord, 
That holds in honor Thy blessed Word. 

THIRD PART. 

,-ruy.rra fnr lllurinua ~ptrituul uuh 1.lfohily 
1Sl.raaiuga. 

The Believing Christian Prays for Temporal, 
Spiritual, and Eternal Blessings. 

EXHORTATION. 
God, even our own God, shall bless us. God shall bless us, 

and all the ends of the earth shall fear Him. Ps. 67, 6. 7. 

Every Christian asks something of Goel in prayer; however, 
when doing so, every one should carefully consider how he prays 
ancl for what he prays. A Christian prays ( 1) for temporal things, 
such as health, prosperity, food, the warding off of clanger, help 
in trouble, support in suffering, and deliverance out of trouble. 
Such prayers God does not decline because in His holy ·w orcl He 
has promised us all these things. 

But the Christian does not stop at these things; they are of 
lesser importance. He prays ( 2) for spiritual blessings: for the 
Holy Ghost, for a godly heart, for the kingdom of God, which is 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Rom. 14, 17. 
He prays for enlightenment, growth in goodness, sanctification, and 
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the gifts of the Holy Spirit. These are the chief blessings he can 
11sk and obtain from God; ancl if these a1·e granted, he reganls 
I hem as his gi-eatest treasure. 

A Christian prays ( 3) also for things eternal : for a blessed 
0nc1, for a joyful departure from this warlcl, and for entrance into 
the life of joy which he had clesirecl, that after his conflict is over 
he may behold the face of God, and robed in white garments, may 
forever rejoice in God. Hence a believer must pray chiefly for 
:-:piTitual and heavenly blessings, if he would pray aright and in 
n manner acceptable to God. At the same time lie must, however, 
( 4) study to lead a blameless Christian life, lest his prayer be 
hindered by his evil conscience. 

PRAYER. 

0 bountiful and gracious God, how great and 
glorious, how rich and mighty art Thou I Thou pos
:sessest all things, and canst bestow all things. Be
hold, I, Thy child, come to Thee and ask Thee for 
Tl1y gifts. Thou lmowest that I have brought 
nothing into the world, that I have nothing of my
self, except sin. Therefore, any good thing that 
I possess has come from Thee ; for every good gift, 
every perfect gift is from above. Yea, what hast 
Thou, 0 man, that thou didst not receive6? 

0 my God and Father, make me, above all, rich 
in my soul. Give me Thy Holy Spirit; give me 
a godly heart; convert me; enlighten me that I may 
daily become a new man. Help me to struggle and 
labor, that I may conquer evil desires, put away bad 
habits, separate myself from the world, and, on the 
'1th er hand, surrender my body and my soul to Thee 
ns a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto Thee. Be
hold, my God, to how many dangers and temptations 
I am exposed in this world; therefore, guide me by 
rrhy power, lest I be led astray, or depart from Thee. 
Dwell in my soul, govern my heart, and grant me 
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grace to be a living member of the body of my Jesus, 
and a new creature; then I shall be quite rich, quite 
honored, and quite blessed in this world. 

0 generous God and Father, provide for me also 
in earthly things. Thou knowest what I need; Thou 
seest what I lack. However, do not give me any
thing as I will, but all things as Thou wilt. If health 
is good for me, give me a sound body that I may 
more successfully discharge the duties of my calling. 
Give me food and raiment; for Thou knowest that 
without these I cannot live. .Accompany me in all 
my ways; preserve me from evil ; add Thy blessing 
to my labor, for what Thou blessest, 0 Lord, that is 
blessed indeed. Thou hast placed me in this world; 
therefore Thou wilt know also how to sustain ancl 
provide for me. I cast all my burdens and all my 
cares upon Thee. 0 God, care for Thy child, pre
serve Thy child, and let me ever taste abundantly 
Thy fatherly faithfuln<"'.ss and grace. 

But since Thou, 0 great God and Father, hast 
not created me for this earthly life only, I hope for 
still greater blessings. For if I had nothing to ex
pect from Thee than what I have received for this 
life, I should be the most wretched of men. There
fore, my Father, give me also the heavenly bless
ings ; keep me in faith until my blessed end; let me 
depart this life trusting in the death of Christ; re
ceive my soul into Thy heavenly mansions, into Thy 
joy. If it be in accordance with Thy holy will, grant 
me to die in the possession of my reason; and after 
my departure from this life bring me to the com
pany of the elect in heaven, that with t1'em I may 
be crowned, glorified, clothed in robes of white, be-
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hold Thy holy countenance, and rejoice in Thee 
forever. 

0 my God, hear the voice of my suppHcation, 
and refuse not the petition of my lips. Give me of 
(•arthly things such as it pleases Thee to give, and 
:·mch as are salutary and useful for me; but as re
gards spiritual and heavenly things, give me a. rich 
measure of Thy grace, and in due time bring me, 
Thy child, to the assembly of the saints in light, that 
I may be united with Thee here in faith and love, 
and in heaven forevermore. 

Let our going out be blest, Bless our entrance iu like measure; 
Bless, 0 Lord, our toil and rest, Bless our bread, our grief, and 
pleasure, Be in death Thy blessing given, And make us blest heirs 
nf heaven. Amen. 

HYMN. 

What canst thou earn, 0 soul, 
With all thy toil and care? 
'Tis He who makes thee whole, 
And answers every praye1·; 
He who liveth evermore, 
He who giveth evermore. 
Come, then, to Him and be blest, 
Change thy burden for His rest. 

0 slow of heart to learn 
'l'he lessons of His grace ! 
·wm "doing" ever earn 
The right to see His face? 
Peace He giveth, overflowing, 
Perfect peace, and past our knowing. 
Hear the faithful and the true : 

"}ly peace give I unto you." 

W11at is thy need to-day? 
The power to conquer sin? 
To watch and work and pray? 
To be all pure within? 
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Come to Him who ever liveth, 
Take the grace He freely giveth; 
Hear the promise speak to thee : 

"As thy days thy strength shall be." 

He gives when we receive, 
He cannot give before; 
He gives as we believe 
Full measure, more and more. 
King of kings, He ever liveth, 
Like a king He ever giveth; · 
Blessings doubled, so we read, 

"Over and above" our need. 

The Believing Christian Thanks God for His Health. 

EXHORTATION. 
Better is the poor, being sound and strong of constitution, than 

a rich man that is a:fHicted in his body. Health and good estate of 
body are above all gold, and a strong body above infinite wealth. 
There is no riches above a sound body, and no joy above the joy 
of the heart. Ecclesiastimts 30, 14-16. 

God distributes to men diverse gifts, spiritual and bodily, and 
of bodily gifts health may be reckoned among the fmemost. 
A healthy man, if he be godly besides, is a happy man; hut if, 
on the other hand, he be ungodly, he is the most unhappy. 
A healthy man is happy because he can serve God and his neighbor 
without hindrance, attend to his calling, and accomplish much 
good. But if a man in sound health is not godly, he makes the 
most appalling misuse of this noble gift by his commission of 
many sins and iniquities. How wholesome would it be for many 
a one if he were lame, dumb, blind, or afflicted with pain, so that 
he could not perpetrate so many sins with his feet, his tongue, 
his eyes, and his body! On Judgment Day, therefore, people guilty 
of such abuse of healthy limbs will :face a great reckoning, and 
a well-merited eternal punishment will follow. 

A true Christian recognizes the noble blessing of good health, 
and that (1) by thanking God, whenever he looks upon his healthy 
limbs. (2) He employs his sound limbs in the service of God, 
by reverently attending divine worship at God's house and by grow-
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ing in his Christian religion; ( 3) by offering service to his fellow
men; ( 4) by discharging the duties of his calling in a faithful 
and honest manner; 

( 5) He recognizes that health is not an abiding and permanent 
blessing; that, when God so wills, pain, sickness, lameness, and 
clisease may be visited upon him. ( 6) Accordingly, in the days 
of health he .does not abuse his health by wantonness, recklessness, 
and malice, lest, when days of sickness and suffering come, his 
conscience say to him: This is God's punishment for the abuse 
of thy health. For God must put bit and bridle upon many a 
healthy person who is obstinate, by visiting him with bodily in
firmity, in order that he may cease sinning. ( 7) A pious Christian 
is diligent in prayer in the days of health, because he does not 
know whether he will have strength in clays of sickness; and thus 
his health is employed to a good purpose. 

PRAYER. 

0 Thou gracious and ;merciful God, how great 
is Thy love and goodness which Thou showest me, 
not only by keeping me in Thy gracious protection, 
but also by permitting me to begin and complete one 
year after another in good health! 0 my God, I ac
knowledge that this is one of those good gifts which 
come down from above, from Thee, the Father of 
lights. 

Lord, Lord, who am I that Thou shouldest show 
such mercy on me~ Daily I see before me people 
who are sickly, miserable, and infirm. I hear many 
complaining that they must spend their lives on the 
sick-bed in tedious idleness, - many who probably 
are much more God-fearing and pious, and who 
pray with greater devotion than I; and yet to me 
Thou givest good health, strength, and vigor. 
0 Lord, I am not worthy of all the mercies which 
Thou hast hitherto bestowed and dost still bestow 
upon me. 
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Preserve me, 0 my God, that I may not abuse 
this noble gift of health by luxurious living, wan
tonness, pride, and insolence, but make me to under
stand that by this gift Thou wouldest excite me to 
gratitude and godliness . .As long as I may still have 
to live, help llle to employ my health for Thy praise 
and honor, for the benefit of my neighbor, and for 
the accomplishment of the duties of my calling. If 
it be in accordance with Thy holy counsel and will, 
preserve lllY health and my soundness of limb, in 
order that I may without hindrance frequent Thy 
house diligently, and sing hymns of praise and 
thanksgiving in Thy temple. 

Give me Thy Holy Spirit that I may consecrate 
my sound limbs to Thy service, and my sound under
standing to my growth in Thy knowledge. 0 my 
God, grant me strength and ability to increase in 
the inward man, that I may be sound in faith, fer
vent in spirit, patient in tribulation, devout in 
prayer, sincere in my love to Thee and my fellow
man, Christlike in my conversation, rejoicing in 
hope and confident in death! 0 sanctify me; bless 
me; let Thy good Spirit lead me in the land of up
rightness! 

0 God, Thou faithful God, Thou Fount that ever flowest, 
Without whom nothing is, Who all good gifts bestowest; A pure 
and healthy frame 0 give me, and within A conscience free from 
blame, A soul unhurt by sin. Amen. 

HYMN. 
Soul, what return has God, thy Savior, 
For all He gives thee day by day? 
0 hast thou in thy gift a favor 
That can delight and please Him? - say! 
The best of offerings He requires : 
Give Him thy heart with its desires. 
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Give God His own, if aught thou'rt giving; 
Say, soul, to whom belongs thy heart? 
Can Satan, he who hates the living, 
Or any creature claim a part? -
To Thee alone I will assign, 
0 Lord, my heart and all that's mine. 

Accept the gift which Thou requirest, 
The :first-fruits of my heart, 0 God! 
The offerings Thou so much desirest, 
And dearly paidst for with Thy blood; 
'l'o Thee alone I now resign 
My heart to be forever Thine. 

Whom should I give my heart's affection 
But Thee, who givest Thine to faith? 
Thy fervent love is my protection. 
Lord, Thou hast loved me unto death. 
My heart with Thine shall ever be 
One heart throughout eternity. 

The Believing Christian Prays God to Sanctify 
His Heart. 

EXHORTATION. 
Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no 

man shall see the Lord. Heb.12, 14. 

When a believing Christian views himself in his natural de
pravity, he remembers (1) that he cannot make himself holy, but 
that this is a work of God. Therefore, ( 2) he uses the means 
appointed by God for his sanctification. He remembers his holy 
baptism, in which the Holy Ghost was poured out on him and took 
up His abode in his heart; and he inquires diligently whether he 
has not in after years driven this good Spirit from him by wilful 
sins. He knows that the Lord's Supper is a food for sanctification; 
therefore, whenever he receives it, he seeks to have his soul and 
body and all his member!? become sanctified by it. He listens 
reverently to God's Word, and treasures up in his heart what he 
has heard, in order that he may grow in holiness. ( 3) For his · 
sanctification both in his body and in his soul is to be accomplished 

Starck's Prayel'-Book. 12 
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by the power of God and the operation of the Holy Spirit. If the 
soul is sanctified, his entire life must be spent in true sandification; 
all his thoughts, words, and deeds must be :fashioned according to 
the rule of holiness. 

( 4) This sanctification must take place betimes; it must not 
be deferred to old age or to the hour of death; but it must be 
begun while a person is still able to pray and to use the means 
of sanctification intelligently. ( 5) This sanctification, moreover, 
should be manifested at all times, on all occasions, even when 
a person happens to be among worldly men. \Ve should show by 
our conduct, words, and deeds that we have a sanctified heart, 
and that our lips and our entire life are governed by the Holy 
Spirit. Such a sanctified soul shall one day be admitted to the 
place where the saints dwell in light. 

:PRAYER. 

0 Holy Spirit, I am seized with fear whenever 
these divine words str:ike my ears: "Ye shall be 
holy, :for I am holy"; and again: "Without holi
ness no man shall see the Lord.'' When I ponder 
these sayings and measure against them my unholy 
heart, my unholy thoughts, my unholy words, my 
unholy deeds, I am often thrown into great anguish, 
and I become ashamed of the unbecoming and un
holy life which I have led. For, alas! obeying the 
promptings o:f my heart and the habits o:f worldly 
men, I have sinned with them and have offended 
Thee with unholy words and deeds. Oh, if no one 
shall see Thy face without holiness, how few shall 
be saved, and oh, how many shall be damned t Help, 
Lord; :for godly men have ceased. 

Therefore, 0 Thou holy God, make me to under
stand all these things well that I may with sincere 
earnestness follow after true inward and outward 
holiness. 0 Jesus, sanctify me by Thy righteous
ness, by Thy merit and blood. Give to me, who am 
by nature unholy, Thy holiness, that, clothed in it 
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as my most beautiful robe, I may be able to appear 
and stand before Thy heavenly Father. Sanctify 
my life by Thy holy Word. Sanctify my heart 
that it may be always occupied with good thoughts. 
Sanctify my lips that they may speak nothing that 
is unbecoming, unchristian, and wicked. Sanctify 
my will, that I may will and do only what is pleas
ing to Thee. 0 holy God, draw me away from the 
world and unite me with Thee, that through Thy 
Holy Spirit I may have the witness in me that I am 
born again, that I am a child of God and in a state 
of grace. 

But let this sanctification be genuine, that I may 
not be holy only outwardly, and seek holiness while 
at church, while attending Holy Communion, or 
when I am engaged in other sacred actions; but let 
me be truly holy and follow after holiness in all 
places, at all times, on all occasions, even when 
I must live entirely in the society of worldly men. 
Let me under such circmustances speak, live, and 
act as a child of God, and remain in such a blessed 
state until death, when Thou wilt bring me to the 
company of the saints and elect in the everlasting 
light of joy. 

'Tis Thine to cleanse the heart, To sanctify the soul, 'l'o pour 
fresh life on every part, And newcreate the whole. Dwell, there
fore, in our hearts ; Our minds from bondage free : 'fhen shall 
we know and praise and love The Father, Son, and Thee. Amen. 

HYMN. 
I do not come because my soul 
Is free from sin, ancl pure, and whole, 
And worthy of Thy grace; 
I do not speak to Thee because 
I've ever justly kept Thy laws, 
And dare to meet Thy face. 
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I know that sin and guilt combine 
To reign o'er every thought of mine, 
And turn from good to ill; 
I know that when I try to be 
Upright, and just, and true to Thee, 
I am a sinner still ! 

I know that often when I strive 
To keep a spark of love alive 
For Thee, the powers within 
Leap up in unsubmissive might, 
And oft benumb my sense of right, 
And pull me back to sin. 

I know that, though in deeds of good 
I spend my life, I never could 
Atone for all I've done : 
But though my sins are black as night, 
I dare to come before Thy sight, 
Because I trust Thy Son. 

In Him alone my trust I place -
Come boldly to Thy throne of grace, 
And there commune with Thee : 
Salvation sure, 0 Lord, is mine, 
And, all unworthy, I am Thine, 
For Jesus died for me ! 

The Believing Christian Prays God to Govern 
and Guide Him. 

EXHORTATION. 

Teach me Thy way, 0 Lord; I will walk in Thy truth. Unite 
my heart to fear Thy name. Ps. 86, 11. 

This life is nothing else than a j oumey. We enter upon it 
at our biTth; and when we die, the journey is ended together 
with our life, and we pass into eternity. The question is: On 
what way are we traveling during this life? If we are traveling 
a good way, the way of faith and the fear of God, our joumey 
ends in the glory of heaven. If we walk on the broad way, the 
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way of unbelief, malice, wickedness, our joumey will end in hell, 
in eternal damnation . 

. When a Christian ponders these facts, he should ( 1) picture 
to himself two ways which lie before him in this life, the narrow 
way which leads to heaven, and the broad way which leads to 
hell. But he should with all diligence pursue the way to heaven. 
(2) In order that he may enter and remain on the narrow way, 
he should pray God to govern and to guide him. ( 3) If he prays 
God for His holy guillance and direction, he must not look around 
to see how the children of this world live and on what ways they 
are traveling; :for if he m1dertakes to follow them, God's Spirit 
ceases to guide him ; yea, He departs from him. 

( 4) Now, just as a traveler needs a guide to show him the 
right way, so a believing Christian needs . the Spirit of God to 
show him the right way in which he should walk. To this end, 
however, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the heart is nec
essary, that it may be said of the Oluistian: "Know ye not that 
ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you?" 1 Cor. 3, 16. If we have this trusty ·Guide in us and 
with us, He will also regulate our thoughts, our lips, our senses, 
and our desires. ( 5) A believing Christian does not resist this 
holy rule, nor does he resist the Holy Spirit, but he suffers himself 
to be led, encouraged, and guided, and is confident that he will be 
safely guided here in time and hereafter in eternity. 0 blessed 
guidance! Happy is he who has God for his guide. 

PRAYER. 

Lord, Thou hast searched me and known me; 
Thou art acquainted with all my ways. Thou seest 
and knowest full well, 0 dear Lord, that I have 
a hearty desire to walk in Thy ways and to live as 
Thou hast commanded Thy children to live and as 
Jesus has taught us t_o live by His example. But, 
alas! I find that I am led astray from the good way 
and from my purpose by temptations now on this 
side, now on that. Now it is my own heart that leads 
me astray by wicked desires; now it is the wor Id 
with its bad example. Whichever I follow, I incite 
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Thee to anger, 0 my God and Lord, and wound my 
own conscience. The nearer I approach to the 
world, the farther I stray from Thee. 

Therefore I pray Thee, lead and guide me by 
Thy counsel. Thou hast said: ''I will guide thee 
with Mine eyes .. " Here I am, Lord; let Thy good 
Spirit lead me in the land of uprightness. Behold, 
I yield myself entirely to Thee, my God. Thou didst 
lead Thy people dry-shod through the Red Sea; 
'Thou didst bring them unharmed through the wil
derness to the Promised Land. Lead me through 
the dangers of this life, through the wilderness and 
the temptations of this world, with a good and un
sullied conscience, into the life eternal. ·I commit 
my heart, my :mouth, my members, and my entire 
life unto Thee. Govern my heart, and fill it ever 
with holy thoughts. Govern my limbs, that my 
hands may not reach out after forbidden things, 
and that my feet '.may not walk in the paths of sin 
that lead to hell. Govern my life and my tongue, 
that they may not utter curses, or shameful, un
christian, and unbecoming words. Govern my entire 
life, that henceforth I may never sin against Thee 
wilfully, but may be called and in truth be a true and 
pious Christian. 

Oh, forsake me not if in weakness I should re
sist Thee, and leave me not to my own guidance. 
For if I lead myself, I shall be led astray. Give me 
a holy carefulness in all my actions, and write Thy 
holy fear in my heart that I may regulate my life 
solely by Thy Word and by the example of my Jesus. 

Guard, 0 God, our faith forever; Let not Satan, death, or 
shame Ever 1m1t from us our SaviOT; Lord, our refuge is Thy 
name. Though our flesh would fain say nay, Be Thy Word to 
us still yea. Amen. 
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HYMN. 

Dea1· Savim', who in Palestine, 
O'er mountain, plain, and sea, 
Didst often press 'mid souls like mine, 
To draw them near to Thee, 

So draw Thou me. 

In home and by the highway side, 
Among the needful men, 
Thy feet onee bore 'rhee far ancl wide, 
,To strew Thy blessings then; 

Now bless again. 

Thy voice, like music on the air, 
Rose pain and grief to break; 
'Twas healing, living accent there, 
Glad eye and ear to make ; 

Thus mine awake. 

By couch and tomb they saw Thee stand 
Where death had spent its might, 
When, at Thine own divine command, 
The life came back to sight; 

So be our light. · 

So once 'rhy guiding, helping Word 
In grace and power came, 
So by the soul-sick be it hea1·d, 
Conveying grace the same, 

In Thy dear name. 

Though sense may not Thy presence know 
As once on earth behelcl, 
'l'hou still to faith dost mercy show 
As in the age of old 

All unexcelled. 

0 Savior, would Thou more wert known! 
So hard of heart to be, 
So to withhold, in sin, Thine own -
Withhold their love from Thee -

Their life from Thee ! 
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The Believing Christian Prays that True Love of 
God May be Kindled in His Heart. 

EXHORTATION. 
God is Love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, 

and God in him. We love Him because He first loved us. 
1Joh1i4, 16-19. 

God is Love; and because Goel is Love, He desires that all 
His believii:J.g children should also abide in true love. Love is 
a bond which is mutually to unite God and our heart; it is also 
to unite us with our neighbor's heart. 

Accordingly, (1) a believing Christian prays God that He 
would fill his heart with His holy love. For this gift, too, is one 
of those good 'gifts which come clown from above. (2) Nor must , 
he despise the means by which the love of Goel may be awakened 
and inc1·eased in him, namely, the devout hearing and meditation 
of the Word of God and the worthy use of the Holy Supper. 
(3) If he dwells in the love of God, he must manifest his love 
by a holy Christian conduct, becoming speech, and God-pleasing 
works. For love is like a :fire : it cannot hide its flames and smoke. 

( 4) He must be very careful, however, lest he Telapse into 
the love of the world like Demas; for if any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. Out of love to God, therefore, 
he must avoid the world and the friendship and society of the 
wodd, because these draw him away from the love of God. ( 5) He 
must abide in this love until death, and thus depart this world 
with the love of God in his heart. ( 6) This love of God must 
increase in him as he increases in years. We ought to be ashamed 
to have spent twenty, thirty, yea, forty years in the lust and love 
of the world, and during all that time to have forgotten to love 
God. . FOl' s11ch waywardness a Christian, when God has opened 
his eyes, should make amends by all the more :fervent, ardent, and 
constant love, and should abide in such love until death. 

PRAYER. 

0 loving and gracious God, Thou alone art 
worthy to be loved. Thee, and Thee alone, I ought 
to love with all my heart and with all my soul and 
with all my strength. Oh, I acknowledge and con
fess before Thee with exceeding great sorrow of my 
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soul that my love to Thee, my faithful Creator and 
loving Father, to Jesus, my Redeemer and Savior, 
and to the Holy Spirit, my Teacher and Guide, has 
not only been extinguished in me by original sin, but 
that I have not at all times yielded to the calling and 
operation of Thy grace and to the promptings of 
Thy Holy Spirit by which true love of Thee might 
again have been kindled in my heart. 

I pray Thee, do change my heart. Pluck from it 
all love of the world and of sin, and let these words 
be ringing in my ears: "Love not the world, neither 
the things that are 'in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 
Destroy in me all love for the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eye, and the pride of life, to all of which, 
alas! I am very much inclined by nature. Kindle 
in me by Thy Holy Spirit a pure and true love of 
Thee, that I may love Thee as the highest good for 
Thine own sake alone, and flee all vanities of the 
wo1'ld. For if I desire to be a child of God, the love 
of sin, of the world, and of self must be cast out of 
my heart, and I must love Thee alone above all 
things. 

Therefore, my God, I come to Thee and pray 
Thee: Grant me Thy Holy Spirit that He may plant 
this noble, necessary, and Christian grace in my 
heart. In His strength I will love Thee, my God, 
with all my heart and constantly. My soul shall 
thinlt of Thee; my lips shall speak of Thee; Thou 
shalt be dearer to me than all the world and its 
joys, dearer than all earthly fortune and glory, yea, 
dearer than all men. From love of Thee I will cease 
to sin knowingly; from love of Thee I will shun all 
sinful persons and societies; from love of Thee 
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I will begin to become truly pious, and order my 
life only according to Thy Word and will. I will 
honor and fear Thee ; I will serve, follow, and 
obey Thee. 

0 loving God, enkindle this love in my heart 
more and more, that I may not love Thee only for 
a few days, weeks, or years, but that my love of 
Thee may be ever increasing and continue to my 
blessed end. Fill me with courage whenever I am 
called upon to suffer for my love of Thee; strengthen 
me at such times by Thy mighty aid. Thus let me 
be united with Thee in love here in time and here
after in eternity. 

Thee will I love, my Crown of gladness, Thee will I love, 
my God and Lord, Amid the darkest depths of sadness, Not for 
the hope of high reward, For Thine own sake, 0 Light divine, 
So long as life is mine. Amen. 

HYMN. 
0 Love Divine, how sweet 'rhou art l 
When shall I find my wand'ring heart 

All taken up in Thee ! 
Oh, may I daily live to prove 
The sweetness of recleeming love, 

The love of Clll'ist to me ! 

God only knows the love of God; 
Oh, may it now be shed abroad 

To cheer my fainting heart! 
I want to feel that love divine; 
This heavenly portion, J;ord, be mine 

Be mine this. better part. 

0 that I could forever sit 
With Mary at my Master's feet I 

Be this my happy choice; 
My only care, delight, and bliss, 
My joy, my heaven on earth, be this, 

To hear the Bridegroom's voice. 
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0 that I might, with happy John, 
Recline my weary head upon 

The blest Redeemei"s breast ! 
From cai·e and fear and sorrow free, 
Give me, 0 Lord, to find in Thee 

My everlasting rest. 

The Believing Christian Prays God to Implant in 
His Heart the Love of His Neighbor. 

EXHORTATION. 
If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar; 

for he that loveth not his brother, whom he hath seen, how can he 
love God, whom he hath not seenP And this commandment have 
we from Him that he who loveth God love his brother also. 

1 John 4, 20. 21. 

"A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have lovecl you, that ye also love one another. By 
this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have love 
one to anothe1"' (John 13, 34. 35) - with these words Christ de
scribes by what mark His true disciples shall be known, namely, 
by the love which they show to their neighbor. No one should 
imagine that it is possible for him to dwell in the love of Goel 
while he hates his neighbor. This can never be. 

Howeve1', we are to regard as our neighbor (1) our friends, 
our benefactors, and rnlatives. When loving these persons we in
deed fulfil our duty, but this is not an exclusively Christian virtue; 
for the unbelieving also love their friends, benefactors, and rela
tives, as long as these do nothing to injure them. We are to regard 
as our neighbor (2) the person living next door, our fellow-citizens, 
and strangers, yea, even persons who envy us, take advantage of us, 
and hate ns. · 

It is especially towards this second class of our neighbors that 
we are to manifest our love, and that, (1) not only by wishing 
them no harm, by not reviling them, by not returning evil for 
evil, but rather by wishing them everything good, by showing them 
love and friendship, and by loving them as we love ourselves. 
( 2) As regards om· enemies, we must banish from our heart all 
bitterness, revengefulness, hatred, and malice; and, on the other 



------- ·------··········---·-------···· 

188 PRAYERS FOR SPIRITUAL AND BODILY BLESSINGS. 

haud, we must show by word 'and deed that we bear them no 
grudge and hatred, but only cherish love for them in our hearts. 
We must do, really and truly, what Jesus says: ''Love yo111' enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
:for them which despitefully use you and persecute you; that ye 
may be the children of your Father which is in heaven." Matt. 
5, 44. 45. 

PRAYER. 

0 loving and kind God, Thou love st us fer
vently, and from such love Thou blessest us in body 
and soul. But Thou hast also commanded us to ex
tend a.similar love to our neighbor. Alas! I confess 
unto Thee that my heart is utterly unfit for such 
sincere and true love of my neighbor. .According 
to Thy commandment I should love my neighbor as 
myself. When Thou blessest him with good for
tune, health, and prosperity, I ought to rejoice, as 
though these blessings had been bestowed on myself. 
I ought cordially to love my enemy, who hates, re
viles, persecutes, and offends me ; I ought to pray 
for him, wish him well, yea, request from Thee many 
blessings, prosperity, and happiness in body and 
soul for him. 

But, 0 omniscient 'God, Thou seest how ;far my 
heart is from the fulfilment of these duties. .Alas I 
when Thou blessest my neighbor, granting hlm good 
fortune, honor, and benefits, and Thou dost not grant 
the same blessings to me, I look on him with envy 
because Thou art so kind to him. 0 omniscient God, 
Thou seest how my prayers for my enemies are so 
listless and weak : I either for get entirely to pray 
for them, or whenever I do think of them, - for 
Thy Spirit often reminds me of this duty, -I men
tion them only in a few words. 0 my God and 
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Father, I perceive from these things the misery and 
depravity in which I still lie, and I see that I am 
not yet in the state of the true disciples of Jesus 
in which I ought to he, and which is known by this, 
that the followers of Jesus have love for one an
other, not only for their good friends and benefac
tors, but also for such as envy, hate, and persecute 
them. 

I pray Thee, therefore, do change my revenge
ful heart which rebels against Thy holy will, so 
that by Thy grace I may love my neighbor as 
heartily and sincerely as myself. Grant me strength 
and power that I may rejoice when beholding the 
blessings which Thou bestowest on my neighbor, and 
that I may not look grieved when Thou dost not at 
the same time cheer me with equal blessings. Pre
serve me from all deceitfulness towards him, that 
I may not pretend to be friendly towards him in 
words while I am hostile towards him in hea1·t; that 
I may not, like Judas, kiss and betray him, but be 
honest in my dealings with him. And if I must 
suffer persecution, abuse, and wrong from my ene
mies, grant me strength to overcome these ills with 
meekness, not returning evil for evil, or railing for 
railing; on the contrary, let me wish them blessing 
and all manner of good. 

0 Lo1'd, my God, Thou seest how hard it is for 
flesh and blood to fulfil this duty; but by Thy grace 
and with Thy aid it shall be made possible for me. 
Grant, 0 heavenly Father, that I may always have 
my eyes :fixed upon the perfect love with which Thou 
hast loved us while we ~ere yet Thine enemies. 
Grant that I may always keep before my eyes the 
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love of Jesus, who prayed for His enemies and did 
good to them. Write into my heart the merciful 
love of Thy Spirit, who never wearies of working 
on my rebellious heart and knocking at its door. 
Grant that these reflections may move me to true 
love of my neighbor, and that I may thus receive 
the witness that I am a true disciple of Jesus. 

And let me do to others As Thou hast done to me : Love all 
men as my brothers, And serve them willingly, With ready heart, 
nor seek my own, But as Thou, Lord, hast helped us, From purest 
love alone. Amen. 

HYMN. 

0 Love, who :formedst me to wear 
The image of Thy Godhead here ; 
Who soughtest me with tender care 
Through all my wand'rings · wild and drear -
0 Love, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine ever, only Thine, to be. 

0 Love, who ere life's earliest dawn 
On me Thy choice hast gently laid; 
0 Love, who here as man was born 
And like to us in all things made -
0 Love, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine ever, only Thine, to be. 

0 Love, who once in time wast slain, 
Pierced through and through with bitter woe ; 
0 Love, who wrestling thus didst gain 
That we eternal joy might know-
0 Love, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine ever, only Thine, to be. 

0 Love, of whom is truth and light, 
The Word and Spirit, life and power, 
Whose heart was bared to them that smite, 
To shield us in our trial hour -
0 Love, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine ever, only Thine, to be. 
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0 Love, who thus hast bouncl me fast 
Beneath that gentle yoke of Thine; 
Love, who hast eonquered me at last, 
Enrapturing this heart of mine -
0 Love, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine ever, only Thine, to be. 

0 Love, who lovest me for aye, 
Who for my soul dost ever plead; 
0 Love, who didst my ransom pay, 
Who for me e'er clost intercede 
0 Love, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine ever, only Thine, to be. 

0 Love, who once shalt bid me rise 
From out this dying life of ours; 
0 Love, who once above yon skies 
Shalt set me in the fadeless bowers -
0 Love, I give myself to Thee, 
Thine ever, only Thine, to be. 

The Believing Christian Recognizes that God Alone 
Is the Highest Good. 

EXHORTATION. 
Whom have I in heaven but Theel' and there is none upon 

earth that I desire beside Thee. My :fiesh and my heart faileth; 
but God is the Strength of my heart and my Portion forever. 

Ps. "13, 25. 26. 

It has been the desire of men at all times to have and possess 
the highest goocl; but the majority of them have failed in obtain· 
ing it, because of their ignorance as to what good is the highest 
and best of all. The very highest good must be a permanent and 
a perfect one; it must be able to raise us up and comfort us in 
suffering and death, in fortune and misfortune. 

According to this description the very highest good eannot 
be ( 1) wealth, which many persons have regarded and still regard 
as their highest good. For wealth forsakes us in cleath, and can
not afford us any comfort in that hour. (2) Nor is honor and 
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prosperity the highest good; for how often does not the honored 
person fall into contempt and disgrace, and how often is not 
prosperity changed into adversity and misery! ( 3) Wisdom and 
skill have indeed this advantage over other earthly possessions, 
that we cannot be robbed of them; . nevertheless they vanish 
at death. 

In view of these £acts a believing Christian seeks £or a true 
and permanent good. This, however, ( 4) is God alone. Having 
God, a Christian has everything: the highest honor, the greatest 
wealth, the greatest wisdom, and that, in time and eternity. God 
cheers man in the day of happiness, sustains him under the cross 
and in tribulation, refreshes him in death, and remains united with 
him in eternity. ::M:en can attain to this good only by liearing 
and reading the Word of God. By the operation of the Holy Spirit 
they can learn :from this word to know that they are sinners and 
to believe that Christ is their Savior. Having received this Word, 
they must be careful not to drive God away :from them by again 
choosing £or their highest good the love of the world with its 
vanity and sinful lusts. 

PRAYER. 

0 God, rich in grace! How glorious, how lovely, 
how perfect art Thou! He that hath Thee hath all 
things, knows all things, can do all things; yea, he 
hath the very highest, best, and most excellent good. 
Write this knowledge deeply into my heart, that 
I may seek Thee alone and find Thee. Preserve my 
heart from the folly of worldly men who imagine 
that, when they enjoy great honors in the world, or 
possess great wealth, or obtain great pleasure and 
great glory, they have attained the highest good. 
How widely have they missed the mark! These 
possessions men must leave when they die ; they do 
not follow them into eternity, do not comfort them 
in their last hour. Such persons pass into eternity 
naked and bare, yea, without God. Grant, there-



PRAYERS FOR SPIRITUAL AND BODILY BLESSINGS. 193 

fore, that I may carefully distinguish the true good 
from that which passes away. 

0 Triune God, Thou alone art my highest, 
dearest, truest, and very best good ! Thou desirest 
to give Thyself to me, to unite Thyself with me. 
Therefore unite with my soul in time and e.ternity. 
While all earthly things are exposed to the ravages 
of the enemies, moth and rust, while my foes can 
rob me of them, while misfortune can destroy them, 
God, my highest good, always remains my own. 
With Him I go out, with Him I go in; Him I take 
with me on my journeys; with Him I lie down to 
rest; yea, with Him I shall at length enter into the 
joy everlasting. Therefore, my God, whom have 
I in heaven but Thee~ And there is none upon earth 
that I desire beside Thee. When I have Thee, I have 
true life, the greatest wealth, the true glory, the very 
highest good. There£ ore dwell in me, live in me, 
abide with me. Then shall I have a helper in my 
crosses and su:ff erings, a support in need, the 
greatest wealth in poverty, the strongest comfort 
in sickness, yea, the sweetest consolation in my last 
hour. When the children of this world are forsaken 
by their possessions, God will not forsake me. This 
highest good I retain when I quit this world. Yea, 
this good will then be given to me for my inexpres
sible. delight in still more perfect, more excellent, 
more glorious, and more abundant measure. 

0 Friend o:f souls, how blest am I Whene'er Thy love my spirit 
calms! From sorrow's dungeon :forth I fly, And hide me in Thy 
shelt'ring arms. The night of weeping flies away Be:fore the heart
reviving ray O:f love, that beams :from out Thy breast; Here is my 
heaven on earth begun; Who is not joyful, that has won In Thee, 
0 Lord, his joy and rest? Amen. 

Starck's Prnyer-Book. 13 
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HYMN. 
0 Lord, my best desfre fulfil, 
And help me to resign 
Life, health, and comfort to Thy will, 
And make 'l'hy pleasure mine. 

\Vhy should I shrink at 'l'hy command, 
Whose love forbids my fears? 
Or tremble at the gracious hand 
That wipes away my tears? 

No, rather let me freely yield 
What most I prize to Thee, 
Who never has a good withheld, 
Nor wilt withhold, from me. 

Thy favor, all my journey through, 
Thou aTt engaged to grant : 
What else I want, or think I do, 
'Tis better still to want. 

The Believing Christian Prays God to Preserve and 
Increase the Faith that has been Kindled in Him. 

EXHORTATION. 
If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved. Rom. 10, 9. 

Lord, increase our faith. Luke 17, 5. 

As great as the unhappiness o:f an unbeliever, so great is tl1e 
happiness o:f the soul of a believer who abides in the tme knowledge 
of God, of Jesus Christ and His salvation. For an unbeliever is 
like a room that is not lighted, which therefore is gloomy and 
dreary. But a believing soul is like a room in which a bright light 
is shining. 'l'his light is faith. No man can give faith to himself; 
it is God who kindles faith in us, either through Holy Baptism, 
in which the Holy Ghost is shed on us abundantly, or through the 
Word of God, by which a person obtains the knowledge and under
standing o:f his salvation, gives assent to the Word by the power 
of God, regards it with his whole heart as the divine truth, appre-
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hends God with firm confidence, and appropriates Jesus Christ 
and His holy merit. 

A believing Christian, therefore, should ( 1) thank God for 
bringing him to faith ancl to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, and 
thus granting him a happiness above the happiness of Jews, TUI'ks, 
and heathen. (2) He should remember his baptismal covenant and 
the glory which he has obtained by it, and should not wilfully break 
the covenant which he has made with God. (3) He should dili~ 
gently and reverently hear God's W 01·d, in order that he may 
become enlightened more and more and attain to greater knowledge. 
( 4) He shoulcl •reduce to practise what he hears an cl reacls, and 
should manifest his faith by his works. Therefore, ( 5) a t111e 
Christian should not be content with saying: I believe, but he 
should also cause the fruits of faith, godliness, love, chastity, 
patience, meekness, and the like, to shine forth in his entire life. 
He must believe not only for a time, but must remain faithful 
unto God till death. Then he may comfort himself with the 
assurance that he will receive the encl of his faith, the salvation 
of his soul. 

PRAYER. 

0 gracious God, what great mercy hast Thou 
shown me, because Thou hast brought me to the true 
knowledge of my salvation, which is Jesus Christ 
with His merit, blood, and death. I know the means 
of salvation, the Word of God, and the holy Sacra
ments. And not only do I know these things, but 
I give assent to them all; yea, I place all my hope 
and confidence in them. Now I know the true way 
to heaven; for he that would come to God must be
lieve in Christ. By this faith and knowledge I am 
set apart from the unbelieving Jews, Turks, and 
heathen. 

0 gracious God, grant me Thy Holy Spirit that 
He may produce this knowledge in me. Grant that 
my faith may not be a sham, dead and unfruitful; 
but that it may be a living faith. Since I know Jesus, 
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Christ as my Savior, I will also love Him, obey Him, 
hold Him more dear than all the world; I will also 
serve Him, and will not do what my flesh and blood 
.and the evil world prompt me to do. Nothing, what
ever it may be, shall become dearer to me than Jesus. 

Since J know the means of salvation, I will with 
Thine aid apply them for my salvation. I will de.:. 
voutly hear Thy Word and live in accordance with it. 
I will flee and forsake what Thy Word forbids; on 
the other hand, I will in Thy strength, with the aid 
of the Holy Spirit, strive to fulfil the duties and 
practise the virtues which Thy Word c01mnands. 
The Holy Supper shall sanctify me wholly. For 
the strengthening of my faith and for my salvation 
I will often partake of it devoutly as a food of sanc
tification, and will ever strive to grow in holiness. 

0 my God, increase in me faith, holiness, and 
obedience, that with each day I may become more 
pious, more devout, more God-fearing, and more con
formed to the image of my Savior. Keep me in this 
grace to my blessed end, that I may live as a true 
and pious Christian, and as a true and pious Chr·is
tian may also die in peace at the appointed time. 

Now I have found the sure foundation, Where evermore my 
anchor grounds! It lay there e'er the world's creation, Where 
else but in my SaviOT's wounds? Foundation which unmoved shall 
stay When earth and heaven pass away. Amen. 

HYMN. 

I will never let Thee go, 
Savior mine, for me once given. 
Naught shall break the early vow 
Made on earth and heard in heaven. 
Light of life to me hereto, 
I will never let Thee go. 
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I will never let Thee go 
Long as life remains unquitted. 
All I am to 'fhee I owe; 
All to Thee I have committed. 
Thine the only will I know, 
I will never let Thee go. 

Though my sight full soon decay, 
Yea, though every sense forsake me; 
Though the awful Judgment Day, 
E'er I part from flesh, o'ertake. me; 
Though by death brought very low, 
I will never let 'fhee go. 

Never shall I let Thee go 
When I stand at last before 'I.'hee, 
Where who keep the faith below, 
Glorified, shall see Thy giory. 
Theu Thou, Lord, that Joy bestow: 
I will never let Thee go. 

Not with earth nor heaven's pnre height 
Hath my eager soul beguiled me; 
But with Thee enthroned in light; 
Who to God hast reconciled me. 
Freed by 'fhee from judgment's woe, 
I will never let ·Thee go. 

I will never . let Thee go, 
Onward will I press beside Thee. 
\Vliere the living waters flow 
Thou forevermore wilt guide me. 
Blest is He who keeps the vow, 
I will never let Thee go. 

' " 

'I 
l 
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The Believing Christian Prays for Humility. 
EXHORTATION. 

Be clothed with humility; for God resisteth the proud and 
giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time. 

1 Pet. 5, 5. 6. 

Among the sins against which a believing Christian must con
tend is pride and haughtiness, which clwell in the heart and break 
forth in words and deeds. Since the fall into sin we are proud 
by nature, lmt we must become humble 1Jy grace.· Whoever does 
not become humble cannot please God nor be a disciple of Christ. 

When a believing Cluistian reflects on this fact, he pmys Goel 
for a heart that is humble ( 1) towards God. For "He hath shown 
thee, 0 man, what is good. Anc1 what does the Lord require of 
thee but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God P" Micah 6, 8. However, a Christian will become humble 
towards God when he considers the greatness, majesty, glory, and 
holiness of God; when he bears in mind that all the angels, 
seraphim, and cherubim, and all the elect, worship and praise Him; 
and when he reflects, on the other hand, what a wretched worm 
he himself is, and remembe1·s that he is nothing but a miserable 
being whom God can destroy in a minute. 

A believing Christian will become humble (2) towards his 
fellow-men, when he holds himself in low esteem over and against 
his neighbDl', and remembers that his neighbor may be much more 
humble, believing, pious, devout, and, therefore, more acceptable 
to Goel than he; when he bears in mind that he shares with his 
neighbor one Worcl, one Baptism, one Holy Supper, one heaven; 
yea, that in the grave he will, like the poorest beggar, decay and 
turn to ashes. 

A believing Christian will become humble (3) in his estimate 
of himself when he reflects that all that he has, all his gifts, skill, 
blessings, life, prosperity, success, he has not received from himself, 
1mt only from God, who can quickly take all these things from 
him; and hence that he must not boast of them, nor exalt himself 
on their account, nor listen to the praise of flatterers. In order 
that he may not in any wise become proud, let him diligently 
place before himself the example of the humble Christ, who 
humbled himself beneath God and all creatures, ancl who ad
monishes 11s: ''Learn of 1\fe; for I am meek and lowly in heart." 
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PRAYER. 

0 great, holy, and merciful God, who art the 
High and Exalted One, before whose throne sera
phim and cherubim· and all the elect cover their 
faces in humility: I confess that by nature I am in
clined to seek my own honor, to take pride in myself, 
and to exalt myself above all else. Through the fall 
into sin Satan has poisoned my heart with pride, 
with which sin began, so that I often forget that 
I am earth, dust, and ashes. 

0 my God, give me a hmnble heart, that I may 
become profoundly aware of the fact that I have 
life and breath, prosperity and all from Thee, to the 
end that I may hmnble myself under Thy mighty 
hand, and may not presume to off end Thee by 
thoughts, words, or deeds. Teach me to know my 
wretchedness and Thy great majesty; to know that 
from myself I have nothing but sin, death, and dam
nation; and that, whatever good there is found in 
me, I have received all from Thy gracious hand; 
so that I may not make a boast of anything, but re
gard all things as Thy gracious gifts which Thou 
canst quickly take from me again in the multi
tude of Thy mercies I should forget Thee. Plant in 
my heart true humility, that I may obey, fear, honor, 
serve, worship, P!aise, and magnify Thee alone. 

Plant in my heart true humility also towards 
my fellow-man, that I may never institute odious 
comparisons between him and myself, nor pref er 
myself before him. Help me to reflect that the 
proud have never yet been pleasing to Thee, but 
that Thou hast made Thy light, Thy comfort, Thy 
grace and goodness to flow abundantly into humble 
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hearts. Turn from me proud thoughts; grant that 
I may beware of proud words ; preserve me from 
ambition and boastfulness, from which nothing but 
contempt of my neighbor will spring. Impress upon 
my heart the image of my lowly Savior, who hum
bled Himself below angels and men, and who speaks 
also to me, saying : ''Learn of Me ; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart:" Let this call of my Savior 
echo in my heart whenever my heart would become 
lifted up in sinful pride. If my fellow-man is 
a lowly person, keep me from looking down upon 
him. If he is exalted, rich, honored, let me view 
these advantages as Thy work, and acknowledge 
that Thou hast made him what he is, that Thou 
hast lifted him up and hast called him into his posi
tion, in order that I may not grumble before Thee 
on account of these things, nor envy him Thy gifts, 
but may rather rejoice in them. 

0 my God, help me to become converted and be 
as a little child, who thinks nothing of himself. Let 
me become nothing in my own eyes. Give me Thy 
Holy Spirit that I may daily die to the sin of pride, 
regard myself worthy of no honor from any one, but 
ascribe all honor, all glory, to Thee alone. Grant me 
to know with true humility of heart that all that 
I am and possess is mine by Thy grace; that I may 
not glory except in my weakness .. 

Teach me, by means of such humility, to live in 
peace and concord with all men. Let my heart al
ways be a dwelling-place of the humble Christ; then 
I shall never exalt myself. Pride and haughtiness 
were the sin of Satan; from this sin preserve me by 
Thy grace. And if it should please Thee, 0 my God, 
to let me fall into contempt and ridicule, to permit 
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my enemy to revile me, and the haughty to trample 
me under foot, give ine strength and ability to bear 
all with humility, resignation, and patience, and to 
make even these things serve me as aids to hmnility 
and to a greater carefulness in my conduct. 0 Lord, 
Lord, grant me strength and ability to do all these 
things by Thy mighty aid. 

0 keep me watchful, then, and humble, And suffer me no 
more to stray; Uphold me when my feet would stumble, Nor 
let me loitei· by the way; Fill aU my natme with Thy light, 
0 Radiance strong and bright ! Amen. 

HYMN. 

0 God, forsake me not ! 
But lead full of compassion, 
With loving hands Thy child 
That I may gain salvation 
When here :my course is run ; 
Be Thou my Light, my Lot, 
My Staff, my Rock, my Shield -
0 God, forsake me not ! 

0 God, forsake me not ! 
Take not Thy SpiTit from me, 
And suffer not the might 
Of sin to overcome me; 
Increase my feeble faith, 
Whieh Thou Thyself hast wrought; 
Be Thou my Strength and Power -
0 God, forsake me not ! 

0 God, forsake me not! 
Lord, hear my supplication! 
In every evil hour 
Help me o'ercome ·temptation; 
And when the prince of hell 
My conscience seeks to blot, 
Be Thou not far from me -
0 God, forsake me not ! 
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0 God, forsake me not ! 
Thy mercy I'm addressing; 
0 Pather, God of Love, , 
Grant me Thy heavenly blessing 
To do the duty which 
To me Thou didst allot, 
To do what pleaseth Thee -
0 God, forsake me not ! 

0 God, forsake me not ! 
Lord, I am Thine forever, 
Grant me true faith in Thee, 
Grant that I leave Thee never; 
Grant me a blessed end, 
When my good fight is fought, 
Help me in life and death -
0 Goel, forsake me not ! 

The Believing Christian Prays for Meekness. 
EXHORTATION. 

Because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that 
we should follow His steps; who did no sin, neither was guile found 
in His mouth; who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when 
He suffered, He threatened not, but committed Himself to Him that 
judgeth righteously. 1 Pet. 2, 21-23. 

After a person has made a good beginning in the Ch1·istian 
life and in his renewal, he must ever strive to become more perfeet. 
He must not only seek to rid himself outwardly of gross sins, such 
as contempt of the ·word of God, cursing, wantonness, levity, m1-
righteousness, sinful games, and worldly ways; but he must be 
concerned to become pure inwardly also, free from pride, envy, 
wra.th, hatred, and revengefulness, aml must prayerfully exercise 
all diligence to become meek. 

( 1) Meekness consists in not returning evil for evil, not re
viling when we are reviled, not uttering threats against our neighbor 
from a hateful, angry, and revengeful heart. (2) We shall know 
whether we are meek ancl possess this noble virtue when we are 
attacked by an enemy who w01tlc1 deprive us of our hon.or, property, 
or good name; for a person who at such a time forthwith becomes 
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€nraged, curses, reviles, utters threats, has not the meek spirit of 
Christ dwelling in him. (3) However, it is not contrary to meek
ness to seek protection against an enemy at the hands of the gov
ernment. Thus Paul, when his life was threatened, appealed to 
Caesar and took shelter under the protection of Caesar. Acts 25, 11. 
( 4) It does not become the children of God to bite like dogs, to 
tear one another with rage and bitterness like wild beasts. ( 5) In 
such persecutions, when we are oppressed by enemies, God desires 
to see a proof of our faith, and to lead us to a knowledge of our 
former sins, that we may ascertain whether we have not perhaps 
caused other people to. groan in sorrow over our unjust procedure. 
( 6) The marks of meekness are these: forgiving from the heart, 
praying for our enemies, Matt. 5, 44, wishing them well, doing good 
to them wherever we can, rejoicing in their prosperity, not paying 
attention to every word of reviling, not returning a reply to every 
word that is said against us, and being ready to become reconciled 
with our enemies. 

PRAYER. 

0 loving God, who art very Love, and wouldst 
shed Thy love abroad in our hearts through Thy 
Holy Spirit, I confess to Thee with heartfelt sor
row that my heart is oftentimes quite rebellious 
and unmanageable. On occasions when my enemy 
presses upon me, persecutes and hates me, it ought 
to harbor humility, love, meekness, and gentleness. 
But, alas! instead of these needful Christian vir
tues, I find in me stubbornness, hatred, anger, re
vengefulness, and enmity, by which I am driven to 
speak harshly to those who wrong me, and to take 
revenge on those who have attacked me unjustly. 

But, 0 God, when I learn from Thy holy Word 
that those who do such things shall not enter into 
the kingdom of God, and that ·such behavior in the 
presence of enemies is not a trait of God's children 
and true Christians, alas I I am alarmed at myself, 
because I still have the evil traits of the devil about 
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me, who is revengeful, malicious, and will never be 
reconciled. Therefore, I pray Thee, 0 Thou g-ra
cious God, have mercy upon me, and give me Thy 
Holy Spirit, that He may sanctify my heart and 
cleanse it from all malice and revengefulness. Help 
me always to behold the example of my Jesus, who 
reviled not when He was reviled, and when He suf
fered, did not threaten His enemies that He would 
some day take revenge on them, but committed all 
His affairs to Him that judgeth righteously. 

Grant me, 0 Lord, such a quiet, meek, and 
peaceable mind, that I may not retain grudge and 
hatred in my heart, nor let the sun go down upon 
my wratli, but before nightfall, and ere I fall 
asleep, may heartily forgive my adversaries. Grant 
me strength that, when my enemy reviles me, I may 
be like a deaf person, who hears not, and like a dumb 
person, who opens not his mouth. On the other 
hand, grant me grace that I may be able to rejoice 
when my enemy prospers; that I may wish him all 
possible good, and be pleased when he obtains it; 
yea, that I may gladly assist him and do good to 
him whenever he fares ill. 

Preserve me from betraying any enmity either 
in words, or gestures, or deeds; but let me with all 
my heart be as merciful towards my enemies as 
towards everybody else. Let me be kindly-spoken, 
sincere, pleasant in address, and also kind in actions, 
lest by my unforgiving spirit my prayer be hindered 
and all my worship and my devotion become repro
bate. Grant that I may heartily forgive those who 
trespass against me, even as I would that Thou 
shouldest graciously forgive my faults and iniqui
ties, lest I daily pray against myself. Let the bless-
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ing descend on me which Thou hast promised to 
the meek : ''Blessed are the meek; for they shall 
inherit the earth. Blessed are the peacemakers; 
for they shall be called the children of God.'' Bridle 
by Thy Spirit the evil lust which arises in me to war 
against this virtue, so that I may live and die as Thy 
believing child, and at last by Thy grace may be 
transferred to the home of peace. 

Faith, and hope, and charity, Graciously, 0 lfatlier, give me; 
Be my Guardian constantly, That no devil e'er may grieve me, 
Grant me humbleness and gladness, Peace, and patience in my 
sadness. Help me speak what's right and just, And keep silence 
on occasion; Help me pray, Lord, as I must; Help me bear my 
tribulation, Help me die, and let my spirit EveTlasting life inherit. 
Amen. 

HYMN. 

Our Lord and Savior, from Thy birth 
'r11y footsteps to the cross we trace; 
And all along Thy path on eal'th 
We see Thee take the lowest place. 

The world, its bitter hate and scorn, 
Was met by 'l'hee with patient grace; 
Its taunts in meekest silence borne, 
For Thou didst take the lowest place. 

Thus didst Thou pour contempt on pride, 
'fhe pride of Adam's fallen race; 
For Thou didst all Thy glory hide 
To take for man the lowest place. 

And for Thy Church 'Thou didst indeed, 
0 gracious LoTd, 'l'hyself abase; 
As servant of Thy people's neecl 
Stoop down to take the lowest place, -

'That we might learn Thy lowly mind 
(So fully hast Thou met our case), 
And also have the joy to find 
Thy presence in the lowest place. 



206 PUAYERS FOR SPllUTUAL AND BODIJ;Y BLESSINGS. 

Yea, from the manger to the cross 
We see Thee go with steadfast pace, 
Enduring grief, reproach, and loss, 
To suffer in the lowest place. 

"A little while," our Lord, and we 
In glory shall behold Thy face. 
Teach us till then to take with Thee 
Thy place on earth- the lowest place. 

The Believing Christian Acknowledges the Constant 
Goodness of God. 

EXHORTATION. 
It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because 

His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; great is 
Thy faithfulness. Lam. 3, 22. 23. 

For everything there is a season; the goodness and mercy of 
God, however, "endureth forever." David in the 136th Psalm 
repeats this phrase at the close of each verse. The goodness of God 
is like that of a mother who takes her child when it is born into 
her arms, cares for it, nourishes and rears it: so God, too, does 
to us men. 

Now, the believing Christian acknowledges this (1) as an un
merited kindness. Alas! such treatment we have not deserved 
of God. If He were to deal with us according to our desert, de
struction would overwhelm us in body and soul. (2) It is a good~ 
ness which we need. If God were not so kind and merciful, we 
should waste away and perish, and could not live a day, yea, not 
an hour. For as no creature can live without air, so men cannot 
exist without the goodness of God. Yea, ancl this is the most 
important ! - it is ( 3) a constant goodness. When a believing 
Christian reviews his entire life, from his birth, through his child~ 
hood, youth, and ripening years, he beholds nothing else than God's 
goodness. Whatever good there is in us, God has wrought it. All 
that we possess in earthly things the goodness of God has given 
to us. Yea, what is still more wonderful, it is ( 4) a goodness 
which even the ungrateful ancl wicked share. On them also God 
makes His sun to shine; He gives them food and raiment; only 
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of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit they do not become partakers 
because they close their heart to Him. 

However, a believing Christian also suffers tlrn goodness of 
God to lead him to repentance, to the love and fear of God, and 
is assured that he will enjoy Gocl's goodness even unto death, yea, 
throughout eternity: 

PRAYER. 

How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, 0 God t 
Therefore the children of men put their trust 
under the shadow of Thy wings. They shall be 
abundantly satisfied with the rich treastlres of Thy 
house, and Thou makest them drink of the river of 
Thy pleasures. Goodness like this I, too, have ex
perienced, 0 my God; it has been renewed to me 
every day, every hour, every week, yea, every year. 
When I was born, Thy goodness like a nurse and 
mother took me into its arms and reared me. Thy 
goodness led me by the hand in my youth and ac
companied me everywhere. In my mature life Thy 
goodness has provided for me, supported me, sus
tained me, and bestowed many blessings on me. Yea, 
till this day and this hour in which I am standing 
before Thee Thy goodness has hovered 'Over me; 
Thy light bas shone upon me, and Thou hast filled 
me with blessing, grace, and consolation. This good
ness of Thine has ofttimes preserved me from mis
fortune and injury; Thy goodness and faithfulness 
has kept me in all my ways and attended my going 
out and coming in, lest any harm befall me. This 
goodness of Thine has also made my soul bright with 
heavenly light, illumined me by Thy Word, sancti
fied me by the Holy Spirit, and brought me to a true 
and living knowledge of Thee. 

0 my God, let Thy goodness continue to be over 

.. 
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me, and do not forsake me in old age when I become 
gray I Let Thy goodness and faithfulness be my 
guides until death, until they have brought my soul 
to its comfort in Thy bosom and my body to its rest 
in the earth. Moreover, let Thy goodness lead me to 
repentance, that, contemplating the blessings which 
I have received, I may yield Thee my heart for a 
dwelling-place and my soul for Thy possession. Ac
cording to all Thy goodness have mercy upon me if 
perchance I err and sin in weakness. Bring me back 
by Thy mercy to the way of repentance and peace, 
and let me relish Thy grace here in time and here
after in eternity. For all Thy goodness vouchsafed 
unto me I thank Thee and praise Thee from my in
most heart. Not only do I praise Thee here while 
I live, but I will also praise Thee, 0 good and merci
ful God, yonder through all eternity. 

Alas, that I should ever Have :failed in love to Thee, The 
only One who never Forgot or slighted me ! Oh, for a heart to 
love Thee More truly as I ought, And nothing place above Thee 
In deed, or word, or thought! Amen. 

HYMN. 

My soul, ·now bless thy Maker I 
Let all within me bless His name, 
Who maketh thee partaker 
Of mercies more than thou clarest claim ! 
Forget Him not, whose meelmess 
Forgaveth all thy sin; 
Who healeth all thy weakness, 
Renews thy life within; 
Whose grace 'and care are endless, 
And saved thee through the past; 
Who leaves no suff'rer friendless, 
But rights the wronged at last. 
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He shows to man His treasure 
Of judgment, truth, and righteousness, 
His love beyond all measure, 
His yearning pity o'er distress; 
Nor treat<> us as we merit, 
But lays His anger by, 
The humble, contrite spirit 
Finds His compassions nigh; 
Far as the heavens above us, 
As break from close of day, 
So far, since He doth love us, 
He casts our J:lins away. 

For as a tender father 
Hath pity on his children here, 
He in His arms will gather 
All who are His in childlike fear. 
He knows how frail our powers, 
Who but from dust are made, 
We flourish as the flowers, 
And even so we fade, 
The wind but o'er them passes, 
And all their bloom is o'er, -
We wither like the grasses, 
Our place knows ns no more. 

His grace alone endureth, 
And children's children yet shall prove 
How God with strength assureth 
The hearts of all that seek His love, 
In heaven is fixed His dwelling, 
His rule is over all. 
Angels in might excelling, 
Bright hosts, before Him fall! 
Praise Him who ever rnigneth, 
All ye who hear His Word, 
Nor our poor hymns disdaineth; -
My soul, 0 bless the Lord I 

Starck'a Prayer-Book. 14 
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The Believing Christian Ponders the Future Glory 
of the Children of God. 

EXHORTATION. 
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet ap

pear what we shall be; but we know that when He shall appear, 
we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is. And every 
man that hath this hope in him purifteth himself, even as He is 
pure. 1 John 3, re. 3. 

Every true Christian should daily, yea, hourly, ponder three 
things: who he is, namely, a child of God; what God is to him, 
namely, a Father, a Benefactor, and the very best of friends; and 
what he has yet to expect from God, namely, heavenly joy and 
glory. This reflection will kindle and strengthen iu him love of 
God, and rouse hatred and contempt for the world and every sinful 
mode of life. 

For ( 1) even in the present life the believers possess great 
glories, namely, the forgiveness of sin, divine sonship, peace with 
God, a Comforter in every affliction, an Advocate and InteTcessor, 
joy of soul, and rest in God. Compared with this glory, silver, 
gold, money, and even a king's crown must be esteemed as nothing. 
(2) Great glories they have awaiting them after this life, namely, 
their entrance into heaven, the privilege of beholding the Triune 
God, the society of the holy angels and the elect, deliverance from 
all suffering, everlasting happiness, and finally, a glad and blessed 
resurrection of the body. 

A believing Christian should (3) rejoice at this prospect, com
fort himself with it whenever he meets with tribulation, aud be 
assured that all his sufferings will at last be turned into endless 
rejoicing. In particular, however, he must ( 4) not trifle away these 
glories by a sinful, worldly life, but remember that he has been 
destined for something still more glorious. To this end ( 5) he 
abides in faith and holiness of life, looks upon earthly things as 
things that pass away and that he must leave behind, while, on 
the other hand, he often directs his hea1't yonder where he longs 
to be forever. 

PRAYER. 

0 how gracious, kind, and merciful art Thou, 
0 eternal and mighty God; because not only didst 
Thou create man in great glory, but when he had 
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fallen, Thou didst once more promise g1·eat glory 
to all who will accept Thy grace and obey the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit by faith and a holy 
life. For such regenerate and sanctified souls may 
comfort themselves with the reflection that they 
possess great glory even here in tin1e, namely, son
ship with God, the righteousness of Christ, the in
dwelling of the Holy Spirit, peace with Thee, Thy 
favor, grace, and love to which they may always 
claim a fear less access by prayer, and from which 
they can obtain help and mercy in their troubles. 

To this glory a still greater will be added here
after; for when the soul has departed from the 
body, it is promised admission forthwith to the 
vision of Thy countenance, the fellowship of the 
saints, and abundance of heavenly joy. This glory 
will be shared also by the body after the resurrec
tion, in which it will be transfigured and shine as 
the sun. 

0 my God, grant me grace always to have this 
glory before my eyes, and to consider that, dying, 
I shall really begin to live, that in death my misery, 
but not my life shall have an end, and that I shall 
then pass from unrest to rest, from tribulation to 
joy, from anguish to supreme delight, from sadness 
and this vale of tears to consolation. 

0 keep me in faith and godliness, a:nd when the 
world would lead me astray, let me call to mind who 
I am, namely, Thy child, and what I have to expect 
at Thy hands, namely, everlasting glory and bliss, 
in order that I may nevermore love the world and 
miss the glory of heaven on account of it. Grant 
me to walk cautiously, not as the unwise, but as the 
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wise, being careful of every step as were those who 
ran in a race in order that they might obtain the 
prize; so that at the end of my life I may be able 
to say truthfully: I have fought a good fight, I have 
:finished my course, I have kept the faith; hence
forth there is laid up for me a crown. of righteous
ness which the righteous Judge shall give me at that 
day, and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love His appearing. 

It is not death to die; To leave this weary road, And 'midst 
the brotherhood on high To be at home with God. It is not death 
to close The eye long dimmed by tears, And wake, in glorious 
repose To spend eternal years. It is not death to bear The wrench 
that sets us free From dungeon chain, to breathe the air Of bound
less liberty. It is not death to fling Aside this sinful dust, And 
rise, on strong exulting wing, To live among the just. Jesus, Thou 
Prince of life ! Thy chosen cannot die; Like Thee, they conquer 
in the strife, To reign with Thee on high. Amen. 

HYMN. 

Farewell ! I say with gladness, 
False, evil world, farewell ! 
Thy life is sin and sadness, 
With thee I would not dwell; 
In heav'n are better pleasures, 
I long for that bright sphere 
Where God grants endless treasures 
To those that served Him here. 

Do with me as it pleases 
Thy heart, 0 Son of God ! 
When anguish on me seizes, 
Help me to bear my load; 
Nor then my sorrows lengthen, 
But take me hence on high ; 
My fearful spirit strengthen, 
And let me calmly die. 
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When all around is darkling, 
Thy name and cross, still bright, 
Deep in my hea1·t are sparkling, 
Like stars in blackest night. 
Appear Thou in Thy sorrow, 
For 'l'hine was woe indeed, 
!\nd from Thy cross I borrow 

·All comfort heart ean need. 

'Thou diedst for me, - 0 hide me 
When tem11ests rouncl me roll; 
Through all my foes, oh! guide me, 
Receive my trembling soul. 
If I but grasp Thee firmer, 
What matters pain when past? 
Hath he a cause to murmur 
Who reaches heav'n at last? 

0 write my name, I pray Thee, 
Now in the book of life; 
So let me here obey Thee, 
And there, where joys are rife, 
Forever bloom before Thee, 
'rhy perfect freedom prove, 
And tell, as I adore Thee, 
How faithful was Thy love. 

The Believing Christian Makes Confession and 
Prays God for Forgiveness of His Sins. 

EXHORTATION. 
Have mercy upon me, 0 God, according to Thy loving-kindness; 

according unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin. Ps. 51, 1. 2. 

The state of a Christian - to have a gracious God - is verily 
the happiest. True, the world imagines that possessing riches, 
being honored, faring smnptuously constitutes happiness, but it 
deceives itself; all these things must pass away and often lead to 
a bad conscience, a heavy responsibility, and an unhappy death. 
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Accordingly believing Christians ( 1) examine their conscience 
'every day, whether they are still in the grace of God. (2) When 
they go to confession, they not only remember their sins, but heartily 
pray God to forgive them; they repent of them, they mourn over 
them, they seek refuge in the mercy of God and in the blessed 
wounds of. ,Jesus, and humbly cry for mercy. 

And when God by the mouth of His servant has granted them 
t11e forgiveness of their sins, they take comfort therein; howeveT, 
(3) they strive to keep a gracious God by letting the Holy Spirit 
rule them. They are eager to lead a Christian life and show it 
by their speech, words, and works; they flee vice and their former 
sinful habits, and then they know that, living and dying, they will 
have a gracious Goel 

PRAYER. 

Holy, Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
I, a poor sinner, have come before Thy most holy 
countenance and pray Thee heartily and humbly to 
forgive all my sins. 0 my God, I observe, alas l 
that in many ways I have provoked rrhee to anger 
by many evil thoughts, words, and deeds. Lord, 
Lord! I am grieved over this, and heartily sorry 
for it. 't'hrough Holy Baptism Thou hast made me 
a sheep of Thy pasture and a member of Thy body; 
hence I ought to hear Thy voice and be obedient to 
Thee alone. Yea, being Thine own, I ought to pre
sent my members a living sacrifice, holy, and ac
ceptable unto Thee. But, alas l what shall I say~ 
I have more often listened to the voice of the world 
and of my flesh than to Thy voice, and have in 
many ways done what is displeasing to Thee. Oh, 
the blindness of my heart! Oh, the folly of my 
youthful years! If now Thou wilt enter into judg
ment with me and deal with me according to Thy 
justice, I am lost forever; for my conscience bears 
witness against me, and my sins are more than the 
sand on the seashore. 
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Take pity on me according to Thy great mercy. 
0 my Father, do not charge against me what evil 
I have done during the time of my life, but credit 
me with what Jesus Christ, my Savior, has done 
for me. I liay hold in true faith of the blood which 
He shed for me ; I make His merit my own and 
say: For Jesus' sake be merciful to me, a poor 
sinner. Henceforth I shall begin to lead a new and 
godly life, and shall no longer sin wantonly and wil
fully against Thee, 0 Triune God. 

Lord Jesus Christ, in Thee alone JYiy only hope on earth 
I place, For other comforter is none, No help have I but in Thy 
grace. There is no man nor creature here, No angel in the heav'nly 
sphere, Who in my need can succor me. I cry to Thee, For Thee 
I trust implicitly. Amen. 

HYMN. 

"Jesus sinners doth receive I" 
Oh, may all this saying ponder 
Who in sin's delusions live, 
And from God and heaven wander ! 
This alone sure hope can give 

"Jesus sinners doth receive !" 

We deserve but grief and shame, 
Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; 
Here their ills have perfect healing 
Who with humble hearts believe -

"Jesus sinners doth receive I" 

Sheep that from the fold did stray 
Every faithful shepherd seeketh; 
Weary souls that lost their way 
Christ the Shepherd seeks and taketh 
In His anns that they may live -

" J esns sinners doth receive I" 
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Come, ye sinners, one and all, 
Come, ye all have invitation; 
Come, obey His gracious call, 
Come and take His free salvation I 
Firmly in these words believe : 

"Jesus sinners doth receive !" 

I, a sinner, come to Thee, 
• 

And acknowledge my transgression; 
Tender mercy show to me, 
Grant me graciously remission, 
Let these words my soul relieve: 

"Jesus sinners doth receive!" 

Henceforth I need fear no foe; 
Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
By the virtue of Thy Passion; 
For in these words I believe : 

"Jesus sinners doth receive!" 

Now my conscience is at ease, 
Now I fear no condemnation. 
He who grants me full release 
Hath atoned for my transgression; 
In true faith to Him I cleave 

"Jesus sinners cloth receive !" 

ANOTHER PRAYER OF CONFESSION. 

0 Lord, Thou all-knowing God, from whom 
nothing is hid, Thou." seest all that we men do, and 
hearest all that we speak. .Alas! when I think of 
this, I have to be ashamed of having spoken, thought, 
and done so much evil. .Alas I how much evil hast 
Thou heard and seen of me hitherto which gave 
Thee just cause to cast me away forever as a dis
obedient child and to cast me away utterly into 
hell. But, behold, I come before Thee in this season 
of grace ; I am ashamed to lift up my eyes before 
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Thee and say: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
Oh, do not chasten me in Thy hot displeasure as 
I have deserved. Remember not the sins of my 
youth, nor my transgression; according to Thy great 
mercy remember Thou me for Thy goodness' sake. 
Aye, for the sake of the blood and death of Jesus, 
have mercy upon me. 

Lord, Lord, gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger and of great mercy, Thou wilt not 
keep Thine anger forever, but wilt again have 
mercy on me. Oh, deal not with me after my sins 
nor reward me according to mine iniquity. 0 God, 
Thou hast said that Thou hast no pleasure in the 
death of the sinner, but that he turn to Thee and 
live. Have mercy also on me, 0 God, whom I have 
provoked to anger. Behold me not in my sins, but 
behold me in Jesus, Thy Son, my only Savior, 
Mediator, and Redeemer. For the sake of the blood 
which He shed, have mercy on me ; for the sake of 
His holy wounds, have mercy on me; for the sake 
of His perfect righteousness which I apprehend by 
faith, have mercy on me. Let me feel in my heart 
the consolation that my sins are forgiven me, that 
I am reconciled with Thee by Jesus, my Savior. By 
the power of Thy Holy Spirit I will amend my life; 
I will contemplate Thy most holy presence and re
flect that whether I am going or standing still, or 
whatever I do, Thou art present and observest me. 
Let such thoughts never leave my heart. 

My sin is very sore and great, I mourn beneath its di·eadful 
load; 0 free me from this heavy weight, My Savior, through Thy 
precious blood; And with Thy Father for me plead That Thou 
hast suffered in my stead ; From me the burden then is rolled. 
Lord, I lay hold On Thy dear promises of old. Amen. 
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HYMN. 
Th' abyss of many a former sin 
Encloses me, and bars me in; 
Like billows my transgressions roll; 
Be Thou the Pilot of my soul; 
And to saivatiorr's harbor bring, 
Thou Savior and Thou glorious King ! 

My Father's heritage abused, 
W astecl by lust, by sin misused; 
To shame and want ancl misery brought, 
The slave to many a fruitless thought: -
I cry to Thee, who lovest men, 
0 pity and receive again ! 

In hunger now, no more possessed 
Of that my portion bright and blest, 
The exile and the alien see, 
Who yet would fain return to Thee ! 
And save me, Lord, who seeks to raise 
To Thy dear love the hymn of praise ! 

With that saved thief my prayer I make, 
Remember for Thy mercy's sake ! 
With that poor publican I cry, 
Be merciful, 0 Goel most high I 
With that lost prodigal I fain 
Back to my home would turn again! 

Mourn,· mourn, my soul, with earnest care, 
And raise to Christ the contrite prayef: -
0 Thou, who freely wast made poor, 
My sorrows and my sins to cure, 
Me, poor of all goocl works, embrace, 
Enriching with Thy boundless grace ! 
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The Believing Christian Prays when Taking the 
Lord's Supper. 

EXHORTATION. 

As often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do show 
the Lord's death till He come. 1 Oor. 11, 26. 

Besides other means for strengthening faith and love towards 
God and our fellow-men there is the Holy Supper of our Lord, 
in ·which .Jesus desires to unite with our souls, dwell in them, rule, 
sanctify, an.d keep them in godliness to the end. This Holy Supper, 
( 1) a believing Christian does not despise and neglect, as nominal 
Christians are in the habit of doing, who are so distracted with 
their vanity, worldly pleasures, revenge, pride, and luxurious living 
that they are not able to think of this pledge of God to the soul. 
(2) Nor does a believing Christian go to the Lord's Supper from 
mere habit, but he approaches it with a humble, devout, anc1 be
lieving heart, filled with the good resolve to continue steadfastly 
in the love of .Jesus and in the fear of God. (3) And he has also 
resolved, after taking the Holy Supper of the Lord, to yield himself 
entirely to his Goel, to become more godly, devout, anc1 zealous day 
by clay in his Christian conduct and in the exercise of Christian 
virtues by the power of this food of the soul, yea, to remain loyal 
unto death to God in faith anc1 godliness. 

PRAYER. 

My Jesus, how can I sufficiently praise Thy 
great love, since Thou hast not only given Thyself 
into death for me, a poor sinner, but hast also 
ordained Thy holy body and Thy precious blood as 
food for my soul in the Holy Supper. 0 Love, 
Thy death brings me life, and Thy body and blood · 
strengthen and refresh me unto the life everlasting. 
By this means I abide in Thee and Thou in me; 
Thou livest in me, and in Thee I obtain righteous
ness and strength. · Therefore my sin cannot 
frighten me, and Satan cannot condenm me, for in 
this gracious feast I receive the ransom for my sins. 
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Here I receive the body that was given into death 
for me; here I receive the blood that was shed for 
me for the forgiveness of sin. This is the blood of 
atonement by which my sins and the sins of all men 
have been canceled. Now, as surely as I receive it, 
so surely God is merciful to me, and I have the 
forgiveness of all my ·sins. In Holy Baptism, the 
first Sacrament which I received, Thou hast given 
me the Holy Spirit for a pledge, and· the new life, 
thus assuring me that I am Thy child and heir. In 
the Holy Supper, the second Sacrament, Thou givest 
me the pledge of Thy body and. blood, to preserve 
and strengthen in me the new life. 

0 my God, sanctify my soul, strengthen my 
faith, that I may receive this feast of love worthily 
and for my salvation. Grant that my thoughts may 
always be with Thee; drive from my heart all sin
ful suggestions and desires and everything that 
might hinder my devotion, in order that Thou 
mayest abide in me, and I may be and abide in 
Thee to all eternity. 

Jesus, Bread of Life, I pray 'l'hee, Let me gladly here obey 
Thee, Never to my hurt invited, Be 'l'hy love with love requited; 
From this hanquet let me measure, liord, how vast and deep love's 
treasure; 'l'hrough the gifts 'l'hou here dost give me As Thy guest 
in heaven receive me. Amen. 

HYMN. 

0 living Bread from heaven, 
How hast Thou fed Thy guest ! 
'l'he gifts Thou now hast given 
Have :filled my heart with rest. 
0 wondrous Food of Blessing ! 
0 cup that heals our woes ! 
My heart, this gift possessing, 
In thankful song o'erfiows. 
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My Lord, Thou here hast led me 
Within Thy holiest place, 
And there Thyself hast fed me 
With treasures of 'l'hy grace: 
And Thou hast freely granted 
What earth could never buy, 
The Bread of Life from heaven, 
That now I shall not die! 

'rhou gav'st the food I wanted, 
Its power can death destroy; 
Ancl Thou hast freely granted 
The cup of endless joy, 
Ah, Lord, I do not merit 
The favor Thou hast shown, 
And all my soul and spirit 
Bow down before Thy throne ! 

Lord, grant me that, thus strengthened 
With heavenly food, while here 
My course on earth is lengthened, 
I serve with holy fear; 
And when 'rhou call'st my spirit 
To leave this world below, 
I enter, through Thy merit, 
"\Vhere joys unmingled flow. 

ANOTHER PRAYER WHEN GOING TO THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

0 Jesus, now that I am to partake of Thy holy 
feast of love, I receive it also in remembrance of 
Thee. I remember Thy love, how for my sake Thou 
didst come into the world to make me an lrnir of 
life everlasting. I remember Thy anguish, pain, 
and wounds by which my sins and punishment have 
been removed from me and Thy righteousness has 
been bestowed upon me. I remember Thy death 
and Thy resurrection by which life and salvation 
has been imparted to me. I know, 0 Jesus, that 
for Thy sake I obtain grace, sonship, peace, and 
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heaven's joy. I shall not be lost if I abide in Theer 
0 Jesus, and Thou abidest in me. 

0 abide, then, in my heart, dwell in my heart, 
live and rule in it, let me be Thine in time and 
eternity. Let Thy holy body be my food, Thy holy 
blood my drink, and refresh me unto life eternal. 
Grant that I may never lose this treasure again, but 
that Thou, my Jesus, henceforth mayest live, rule, 
and dwell in me. Israel's manna had to be gathered 
in a clean vessel; oh, do Thou, then, purify my 
heart by true faith, genuine repentance, love, and 
humility, in order that I may worthily receive this 
pledge of Thy love and constantly keep it for the 
strengthening of my faith, the sanctification of my 
life, and the assurance of my salvation. 0 precious 
Holy Spirit, preserve me in this grace unto my 
blessed end. Guard me, lest I again sin wantonly 
and fall from grace, and my last estate be worse 
than the first; but until death let me continue in 
faith in the Triune God, in love toward my neigh
bor, and in godliness, that I may obtain the end of 
faith, the salvation of my soul. 

Grant that I worthily receive 'l'hy Supper, Lorcl my Savior, 
That for my sins I truly grieve, Ancl prove by my behavior That 
I obtained Thy saving grace, Ancl trust in it throughout my clays; 
Then 'Will my life be godly. Amen. 

HYMN. 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
:M:y richest gain I count but loss, 
Ancl pom contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lorcl, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ, my Lorcl, 
All the vain things that char"i:n me most 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 
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See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet -
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all ! 

The Believing Christian Prays God to Give Him 
Strength to Resist Sin. 

EXHORTATION. 
Let not sin reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it 

in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments 
of unrighteousness unto sin; but yield yourselves unto God, as 
those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instru
ments of righteousness unto God. Rom. 6, 12. 13. 

Sin is a departure from God, a transgression of the divine 
Lan'; it is the opposite of what is right. Now, a Christian does 
not willingly depart from God, nor transgress God's commandment, 
nor commit unrighteousness, but his desire is that .T esus should 
live in him and that the Holy Spirit should rule him. However, 
since he cannot at all times perfectly achieve this end, he must 
fight against sin. 

This fight consists in the following: (1) The believing Olnis
tian knows that whoever is born of God does not commit sin, that 
is, not purposely, and willingly; accordingly, he is careful not to 
offend his God lmowingly and intentionally. ( 2) However, since 
he is not satisfied with this, but would gladly consecrate, surrender, 
ancl clevote his entire heart aml soul, spirit ancl life to God, he is 
often grieved over a single sinful word which he has spoken; 
a wicked, sinful thought arising in him will sadden him, and he 
groans when he has by any act offended Goel or his fellow-man. 

(3) In this fight he seeks refuge with Jesus Christ and prays 
for power and strength, that Jesus would aid him to overcome sin 
and the world. ( 4) He must not only increase the fervor of his 
prayer, hnt pay ever stricter attention to the lusts and thoughts 
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that arise in him, and also shun the places and persons that might 
lead him into sin. ( 5) In this way he can rest assured, since he 
is in a state o:f sanctification and has a desire to serve God with 
all his heart and all his soul and all Iris strength, that God, who 
has wrought in him the will to do, will also grant him the power 
to accomplish God's will; that .Jesus will cover up his de:fects and 
:faults with His blood, yea, will be well pleased with his heartfelt 
desire. · 

PRAYER. 

Strong and almighty God, who knowest what is 
in man, Thou seest, alas! in what violent struggle 
I am engaged against sin. I would gladly be and 
remain godly with all my heart, no longer provoke 
Thee to anger, order my life according to Thy holy 
Word, and perform Thy holy will alone; but I feel 
another law in my members which is warring against 
the law of my mind. When I think that I have at 
last planted my feet firmly upon a good resolution, 
I am often made to experience that pride, self-will, 
self-esteem, envy, and prejudice against my fellow
man manifest themselves in me, that sinful thoughts 
find their way into my heart, yea, that I am also 
sinning by thoughtless words and unbecoming 
actions. 

Alas, I am grieved over my being so full of un
cleanness; cleanse Thou me, 0 Lord, and I shall be 
clean. In Thy light and by Thy grace I perceive 
that to do sin is a great evil, my ruin, and my 
plague, from which I would gladly be delivered. 
Therefore I struggle against it in Thy strength, 
and still I am sometimes overcome. However, it is 
just this miserable condition that grieves me: what 
is finally to become of me if I am now godly, now 
wicked, and my godliness has no permanency~ 

· Thou seest, indeed, my God, how I am shocked 
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at myself, but am unable to help myself by my own 
strength. Therefore I come to Thee and pray Thee 
to forgive me all my past sins and imperfections; 
and then give me strength to fight against sin. Let 
Thy Holy Spirit dwell in me and cleanse my heart. 
When I am about to become angry, vindictive, 
proud, let Him admonish me, calling to me in such 
moments and saying: Remember, you are a Chris
tian; remember, you are a child of God, or wish to 
pass for a child of God! in order that I may be
come meek, humble, and godly. Lord, Thou hast 
wrought in me to will; give me also the grace to do. 
Strengthen me in the inner man, that in Thy might 
I may lay aside one sin after the other and rule 
over them. Increase my strength that I may over
come the world within and without me. .Ah, I can 
do all things through Him that strengtheneth me, 
Christ. 

In the worlc1 will foes assail me, Crafty, stronger far than I; 
Anc1 the strife will never fail me, Well I know, before I die. There
fore, Lord, I come, believing Thou canst give the power I need, 
Through the prayer of faith receiving Strength - the Spirit's 
strength, indeed. Amen. 

HYMN. 

Fight the good fight 
With all thy might; 

Christ is thy Strength, and Christ thy Right: 
Lay holc1 on life, and it shall be 
Thy joy and crown eternally. 

Run the straight race 
Through Goc1's good grace, 

Lift up thine eyes, and seek His face; 
Life with its way before us lies, 
Christ is the Path, ancl Christ the Prize. 

Starck's Prayer-Book. 15 
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Cast care aside ; 
Upon thy Guide 

Lean, and His mercy will provide; 
Lean, and the trusting s011l shall prove 
Christ is its life and Christ its love. 

Faint not, nor fear, 
His arms are near ; 

He changeth not, and thou art dear; 
Only believe, and thou shalt see 
That Christ is all in all to thee. 

The Believing Christian Desires to Off er Himself 
as a Sacrifice to God. 

EXHORTATION. 
I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service. Rom.12, 1. 

Every Christian is to remind himself continually that we are 
not our own, but God's. This should encourage us to give ourselves 
and all that we possess back to God as a sacrifice. 

The sacrifices of the Old Testament which were to meet with 
God's favor had to be ( 1) voluntary offerings. A person is not 
to lead a godly life in this world from fear of punishment or hell, 
but from love of God; otherwise his offering is a forced offering. 
Nay, even if there were no hell, a Christian from love would still 
yield himself to God as His own. (2) The sacrifices had to be 
offered to God entire, with head, entrails, and limbs, and could 
not be offered half. Accordingly, we should not give half of our 
heart to the world and half to God, but should love Him and 
give ourselves to Him with all our heart and all our soul and all 
our strength. A half-hearted, divided service God rejects. (3) The 
sacrifices had to be entirely without blemish; hence nothing lame 
or blind could be offered to God. Accordingly, we must be careful 
not to pollute our soul and body with sin, but strive to place both 
entirely at His service. ( 4) God took a particular pleasure iu 
sacrifices that were still young, in lambs a year or two years old, 
thus indicating to ns that we are not to wait with our conversion 
till we are hoary with age, but are to yield ourselves betimes, in 
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the budding days of our youth, as a sacrifice to Him. ( 5) What 
hacl once been offered to God could not be exchanged or withdrawn. 
Thus a Christian must be steaclfast in his good resolve to yield 
himself to Goel as His own. 

PRAYER. 
Lord, Lord God, who didst command Thy people 

Israel to b1'ing Thee daily offerings which had to be 
entirely consecrated and surrendered to Thee, be
hold, I bring to Thee my believing and penitent 
heart; that Thou wilt not despise. 

Heavenly Father, Thou hast created me that 
I should be Thine own. Dearest Jesus, Thou hast 
redeemed me with Thy blood, that I should live in 
Thy kingdom and serve Thee in holiness and right
eousness. 0 precious Holy Spirit, Thou hast sanc
tified me that I should be Thy dwelling-place, and 
that Christ should live in me. Oh, then, I shall in 
turn make an offering of my entire self and dedicate 
myself to Thee. I off er up to Thee my will; no 
longer do I want to accomplish what I will, but 
what Thou wilt. I offer up . to Thee my mouth, 
with which I shall praise and magnify Thee, and 
which I shall never misuse for filthiness and foolish 
talking. I off er up to Thee my hea:rt; fill it with 
a living faith, with Thy grace, with Thy love, with 
true godliness. 

Qf every sacrifice the fatty portions in partic
ular had to be offered to Thee; yea, without these 
no offering would have been acceptable to Thee. 
Be pleased, then, to receive also my offering. If 
this is a heart unclean by nature and unfit for an 
offering, oh, wash it with the blood of Jesus Christ 
which I accept in true faith; cleanse it with Thy 
Holy Spirit, hallow it, and make it a dwelling
place unto Thee, that Thou mayest govern and reign 
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therein. I off er up to Thee my life; I shall order 
it in accordance with Thy holy Word and the 
prompting of Thy Holy Spirit. I offer up to Thee 
my members; grant that they may become instru
ments of righteousness, that I may not misuse them 
for sin and shame, but that they may remain con
secrated to Thee . 

.As that which was offered had to be kept apart 
from all else, so I will gladly separate myself from 
.this sinful world and stay away from its society . 
.Aye, I will off er myself up to Thee while I am still 
living and in good health, and will not wait until 
I am lying on my bed of sickness; for then it mig·ht 
be too late. 0 Lord, Thou didst accept offerings at 
:all times, in the morning, at noon, and in the even
ing; graciously look also upon my o:ff ering. I may 
be bringing it to Thee at the noontide of my life, or 
it may be that my life's eventide has already ar
rived; if I have delayed my offering during life's 
morning and in my youth, Thou wilt not on that 
account despise it. I am bringing it to Thee like 
.Abel, in faith; look upon it according to Thy 
mercy. For the remainder of my life I shall re
main Thine own. 

Lord, Thou Fount of joy forever, Thou art mine, I am Thine, 
No one can us sever. I am 'fhine because Thou gavest Life and 
blood For my good, By Thy death me savest. Thon art mine, 
I love and own Thee, Ne'er shall I, Light of joy, From my heart 
dethrone Thee. Let me, let me soon behold 'l'hee Face to face, 
Thy embrace May it soon enfold me! Amen. 

HYMN. 
Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments am1 my dnys, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
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Take my hands, and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet, and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice, and let me sing 
Always, only, for my King; 
Take my lips, and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold; 
'rake my intellect, and use 
Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine ; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy l'OJal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At 'rI1y feet its treasure-store; 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

The Believing Christian Prays for Godliness. 

EXHORTATION. 
Mark the pel'fect man, and behold the upright; for the end of 

that man is peace. Pa. 37, 37. 

Godliness is an ornament to the young and becoming to the old. 
God Himself exhorts Abraham when jomneying to a strange land: 
"Walk before "il'Ie, and be thou perfect." (Jen.17, 1. However, to 
be godly ( 1) outward morality is not sufficient; for that is found 
even among pagans; but godliness springs from faith, from the 
love of Goel, and from the inmost soul. (2) Such godliness em· 
bmces, first, sincerity and up1·ightness of heart toward Goel and 
our fellow-men; next: blamelessness of life, abstaining from in
decent talk and unchristian works; for when these things are still 
found in a person, we cannot say that he is godly. (3) Moreover, 
this godliness is to continue till death. It is not sufficient to be 



230 PRAYERS FOR SPIIUTUAL AND BODILY BLESSINGS. 

godly two or three days, when we want to go to the Lord's Suppm', 
but we must make our own the resolution of Job, who declarecl: 
"Till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me." Job 27, 5. 
( 4) Now, inasmuch as this godliness is wrought in 11s by the Spirit 
of Goel, it has the most glorious and beautiful promises, namely, 
of the life that now is and of that which is to come. 

PRAYER. 

Holy God, I hardly know whether I dare to 
appear before Thy holy countenance when I reflect 
upon my natural unholiness and my sinful nature. 
Also to me Thou art calling: "Walk before Me and 
be thou perfect,'' and: ''If thou doest well, thou 
shalt be accepted"; yea, Thou sayest also to me: 
"Mark the perfect man, and behold.the upright; for 
the end of that man is peace." But, alas! my god
liness has as yet not proceeded far; I have, alas I 
been still enmeshed in the world, its ways, its habits, 
its vanities. But wherever the world and its sinful 
ways still intrude themselves, Christ and the love of 
Him cannot be properly formed in us. 

However, since this is displeasing to Thee, and 
since, on the contrary, Thou sayest to Thy children: 
"Be not conformed to the world," therefore grant 
me the grace utterly to renounce the world and its 
ways. Give me a truly godly heart. Help me to be 
godly with all my heart, in order that my Christian 
profession may be sincere and upright, not eye
service and hypocrisy. Grant me grace that I may 
be zealous unto genuine godlin_ess, not only for ap
pearance' sake and outwardly, but let my godliness 
take its beginning in the heart, that I may love Thee 
above all else, serve Thee, and accomplish what is 
well-pleasing to Thee. Yea, as a godly child, be
fore undertaking anything, looks at his parents to 
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read permission in their eyes, so let me look first 
into Thy holy Word and c01mnandment to ascertain 
whether what I purpose is becoming me as a godly 
Christian. Then, if my heart is godly, my mouth 
too, will become godly, so as to speak nothing that 
is indecent; yea, then, also my works and actions 
will be well-pleasing to Thee. 

Now, I have formed this resolution in Thy name, 
my God; give me grace, ability, strength, and mercy 
to cauy it out. If in the years past I have not al
ways striven for this prize, forgive me for Christ's 
sake. Whatever I have neglected to do from igno
rance or blindness, I shall now supply with all the 
greater zeal, and shall henceforth live, not accord
ing to the lusts of men, but according to Thy will. 
Thus I propose, my God, to become and to remain 
godly with all my heart and throughout my life, so 
as to be able at the appointed time as a godly Chris
tian to die a blessed death. To this end grant me 
from on high the })Ower of Thy Holy Spirit, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. 

Create in me a new heart, Lord, That gladly I obey Thy Word, 
And naught but what Thou wilt, desire; With such new life my 
soul inspire. Grant that I only Thee may love, And seek those 
things which are above, Till I behold Thee face to face, 0 Light 
eternal, through Thy grace. Amen. 

HYMN. 
Lord, hear the voice of my complaint, 
To Thee I now commend me, 
Let not my heart and hope grow faint, 
But deign Thy grace to send me. 
True faith from Thee, my God, I seek, 
The faith that loves Thee solely, 
Keeps me lowly, 

. And prompt to aid the weak, 
And mark each word that Thou dost speak. 
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Yet more from Thee I dare to claim, 
Whose goodness is unbounded; 
0 let me ne'er be put to shame, 
My hope be ne'er confounded; 
But e'en in death still find Thee true, 
And in that hour else lonely, 
Trust Thee only, 
Not aught that I can do, 
Fo1· such false trust I sore should rue. 

0 grant that from my very heart 
My foes be all forgiven, 
Forgive my sins and heal their smart, 
And grant new life from heaven; 
Thy Word, that blessed food, bestow, 
Which best the soul can nourish; 
Make it flourish 
Through all the storms of woe 
That else my faith might overthrow. 

Then be the world my foe or friend, 
Keep me to her a stranger, 
Thy steadfast follower to the end, 
Through pleasure and through danger; 
From Thee alone comes such high grace, 
No works of ours obtain it 
Or can gain it; 
Our pride hath here no place 
This Thy free promise we embrace. 

Help me, for I am weak; I fight, 
Yet scarce can battle longer; 
I cling but to Thy grace and might, 
'Tis Thou canst make me stronger; 
When sore temptations are i'ny lot, 
And tempests round me lower, 
Break the power: 
So, through deliverance w1·ought, 
I know that Thou forsak'st me not. 
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The Believing Christian Prays for an Unsullied 
Conscience. 

EXHORTATION. 
Our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in 

simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the 
grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more 
abundantly to you-ward. 2 Oor.1, 12. 

Most men are concerned about their body, to keep it in good 
health. They exel't themselves greatly to acquire or to keep their 
possessions. Would to God that they would also put forth such 
great efforts to keep their conscience pure and unspotted ! 

The conscience is like the eye, which cannot endure a speck 
of dust. To a wicked person it is his accuser, witness, and judge; 
yea, the remembrance of sin remains in the conscience like scars 
in the :face. On the last day God and the conscience will be wit
nesses whom nobody will be able to gainsay. Accordingly, the 
Juclgment will not take a long time, because these witnesses cannot 
be contradicted. 

A believing Christian will retain an unsullied conscience, 
( 1) if he diligently hears and reads God's Word and orders his 
life accordingly, considering in all that he proposes to say or do 
whether God in His holy Word permits it; (2) if he avoids sinful 
associations and occasions; for as a person handling fire and water 
is easily burned or becomes wet, so the conscience is easily violated 
in persons who walk carelessly. (3) In particular, the conscience 
is guarded by devout, earnest prayer to God, that He would lead 
and guide us, and by His grace and power keep us on the right 
course, and by the reflection that God is omnipresent, and that 
we are always walking in His sight. 

PRAYER. 

0 Lord, my God, how great is Thy goodness and 
love which Thou dost manifest towards us I Thou 
givest us life and health, and prosperest us accord
ing to Thy mercy. 0 my God, all these things are 
presents and gifts from Thee, but they will beeome 
bitter like wormwood to us if in our healthy body, 
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and joined to all our gifts and possessions; ·there ·is 
not an unsullied conscience. 

Therefore, 0 my Hod, have mercy on me and 
keep me in Thy fear, lest I violate my conscience. 
The conscience is like the eye, which becomes irri
tated, moist, and inflamed, and cannot readily be 
opened if the least little speck of dust enters it; the 
same happens to our conscience: if we have done 
anything contTary to it, it becomes restless, it ac
cuses and condemns us, and when it is thoroughly 
aroused, we have not the courage to lift our eyes to 
heaven. 

0 my Hod, I desire greatly to bring before Thy 
holy countenance an inviolate soul and a pure con
science; therefore, rule me by Thy Holy Spirit that 
I may be as careful with my conscience as with my 
eyes. What a precious treasure is a good conscience I 
0 my Hod, let me guard this treasure well! Help 
me that I may never speak what might cause me 
pangs of conscience. Help me that I may never 
consent to a sin in word or wicked deed by which 
a grievous burden would be placed on my soul which 
would weigh me down either throughout my life or 
on my dying bed, or rouse Thy anger and vengeance 
against me. 

Preserve me from remorse of conscience and its 
anguish, and lest I should have to undergo these, 
grant me the grace that I may everywhere conduct 
myself in a cautious and Christian manner. Grant 
that I may always reflect upon ·Thy most holy pres
ence, be afraid to do evil in Thy sight, and remem
ber that Thou art a discerner of hearts from whom 
nothing is hidden. And since I cannot hide myself 
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from my conscience, but have to feel its smiting the 
moment I do evil, let me reflect that I shall be still 
less able to hide from Thee, 0 all-seeing and all
knowing God. 

Grant that I may look unto Jesus, my Savior, 
and walk in His footsteps. Grant that I may never 
suffer Thy Word, my rule of faith, to depar·t from 
my mouth, lest by denying my faith, I wound my 
conscience. Let Thy Word be also my rule of life, 
that I may not purposely sin against it, but govern 
all my actions by it. 0 Lord Jesus, cleanse my con
science ·with Thy holy blood, forgive me all my sins, 
and bestow on me the quiet, true rest of heart and 
conscience. Oh, let Thy Holy Spirit ever lead me 
in a plain path, and my conscience shall remain 
inviolate and Thy dwelling-place in my heart un
disturbed. 

0 God, Thou faithful God, Thou Fount that ever flowest, 
Without whom nothing is, vVho all good gifts bestowest, A pure 
ancl healthy frame 0 give me, and within A conscience free from 
blame, A soul unhurt by sin. Amen. 

HYMN. 

Goel of my life, whose gracious power 
Through various deaths my soul hath led; 
Or turned aside the fatal hour, 
Or lifted up my sinking head. 

In all my ways Thy hand I own 
Thy ruling Providence I see; 
0 help me still my course to run, 
And still direct my path to Thee. 

Whither, 0 whither should I fly 
But to my loving Savior's breast? 
Secure within Thine arms to lie, 
And safe beneath Thy wings to rest! 



23() l'HAYERS FOH SPIRITUAL AND BODILY BLESSINGS. 

I have no. skill the snare to shun, 
But Thou, 0 Christ, my Wisdom art ! 
I ever into ruin run; 
But Thou art greater than my heart. 

Foolish, and impotent, and blind, 
Lead me a way I have not known; 
Bring me where I my heaven may fincl, 
The heaven of loving Thee alone. 

Enlarge my heart to make Thee room; 
Enter, and in me ever stay: 
The crooked then shall straight become; 
The clarlmess shall be lost in clay. 

Believing Parents Commend Their Children 
to God in Prayer. 

EXHORTATION. 
Ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring 

them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Eph. 6, 4. 

If there is any concern that lies close to the heart of goclly 
parents, it is their children. And rightly so; for children are 
precious pledges which God will demand at the hands of the 
parents. 

Now, if goclly parents ponder this fact, they will ( 1) earnestly 
commend their children to Goel in prayer before they are born, 
ancl later they will bring their children with them when they come 
before Goel. Godly parents pray in particular that Goel would give 
their children a pious heart ancl the Holy Spirit, who is to sanctify, 
govern, and guide them. This is the true foundation of their 
happiness; compared with this, wealth, skill, and prudence are to 
be cleemecl nothing. 

(2) Parents, however, should not only pray for their children, 
but should also bring them up in the fear of Goel. This makes it 
necessary that they clo not let them have their own will; because 
the children's will is by nature perverse, and their imagination ancl 
desire are evil from their youth. They must rather instruct them 
in the knowledge of God, train them to prayer and a Christian 
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·conduct, and not give them pm·mission to go into the society of 
evil and vain men. FOT if they permit this, their prayer is in vain; 
yea, they mock God with their prayer. 

( 3) Neglect in the training of their children entails upon the 
parents a heavy responsibility before God, because God' will require 
the blood of their neglected children at their hands. Such neglect 
also brings shame and disgrace upon the parents, because their 
,children will not be an honor, but a reproach to them, sometimes 
already in this life, but at any rate after their death. Neglect in 
the fraining of children :;ilso brings the anger o:f God upon the 
parents, as may be seen from 1 Sam. 2, 29; 4, 18. ( 4) Negligent 
parents bring themselves and their children into hell, and thus have 
(lone them no kindness by their indulgence. 

PRAYER. 

Lord, almighty God, Father of mercies, amongst 
{)ther gifts of Thy grace Thou hast given me chil
dren, for which blessing I heartily praise and mag
nify Thee. However, I regard these children of 
mine as precious pledges, which Thou hast en
trusted to me and wilt require at my hand. I re
gard them as souls that Jesus has purchased with 
His holy blood, the Holy Spirit has sanctified in 
Holy Baptism, and Thou hast adopted as Thy 
ehildren. I am, therefore, concerned lest one of 
them be lost through my fault. Thou sayest to me 
and all parents: Take care of this child ; if it is 
missed, thy soul shall answer for its soul. 

Therefore, 0 Father of all grace, I come to Thee 
and in heartfelt prayer commend to Thee my chil
dren. I will do what I ·can: I will bring them up 
for Thy honor, admonish 'them, correct them, in
struct them, and pray for them. But, 0 Lord, 
Lord, in all my efforts do Thou perform the most 
-efficient part. Immediately after their natural birth 
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I placed them into the arins of Thy mercy in Holy 
Baptism. Behold, I now do the same in my prayer. 
Bless my children; attend them at their going out 
and coming in; keep them in Thy holy fear, that 
they may never burden their conscience with sins, 
may not offend Thee, nor, worst of all, fall from 
Thy grace. Give them a believing, humble, obedient, 
and godly heart, that, like the child Jesus, they may 
increase in stature, wisdom, and favor with God and 
men. Imprint upon their hearts the image of Jesus, 
in order that they may ever keep, until their blessed 
end, a gracious God and an unstained conscience. 

Let my children be devout at their•prayers, well 
grounded in their Christian religion, steadfast in 
faith, zealous in worship, chaste in their living, 
godly in their conversation, in order that by their 
words and acts they may give offense to no one and 
thus bring upon themselves a fearful judgment. 
Preserve them from temptations and evil company; 
by Thy Holy Spirit keep them constantly in mind 
of Thy most holy presence, in order that they may 
remember that Thou art with them at home and 
abroad, in the chamber, by day and by night, in 
society and in solitude. Let Thy angel be with them 
when they go out and when they come in; let Thy 
angel guard them when they are traveling, pursu
ing their business, or sojourning in foreign parts. 
Give them Thy holy angels as companions, as Thou 
didst to young Tobit; by their aid rescue them from 
dangers, as Thou didst 'Lot; let them, like Jacob, 
experience the angels' watch and ward. 

But if it should please Thee to make my chil
dren a cross to me, either by their sickness, or death, 
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or any other calamity which I might have to see 
them suffer, grant me patience in such an affliction, 
and put me in mind that nothing happens without 
Thy divine direction, that my children were Thine 
before they became mine, and that Thou hast sov
ereign power to take them again to Thyself. But 
if it be Thy design by the suffering, misfortune, and 
death of my children to draw me unto Thee, in order 
that I may recognize also in them the perishable
ness of visible gifts, and thus to stir me up to love 
Thee alone, the true and perfect Good, keep me 
while traveling this thorny path in firm confidence 
and hope in Thy almighty power, which can end 
and mend all things, also the crosses of my children. 

Impart Thy blessing to them also in their tem
poral affairs; care for them, provide for them, give 
them food and raiment, and deal with them as their 
mighty heavenly Father; be their Helper in dan
gers and calamities, their Physician in sickness, and 
their Counselor whenever they are in :µeed of good 
advice. Give to my children a pious soul, a healthy 
body, and a sound mind, and let them live in Thy 
sight, in order that they may at all times honor and 
praise Thee. Implant in their hearts true godliness, 
continue Thy blessing upon them that I may have 
comfort and joy in them. 

0 God, hear my prayer, and remember that they 
are Thy chilren as well as mine. Therefore, be 
pleased to hear my supplication in their behalf at 
the throne of Thy grace. Preserve me, 0 God, from 
being brought to shame by my children, either dur
ing my lifetime or after my death. On the last day 
let me stand at Thy right hand with all my children 
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and say to the praise of Thy holy name : ''Behold, 
here I am, my God, and the children which Thou 
hast given me; I have lost none of them." Aye, my 
God, grant me Thy divine favor to this end, that 
none of my children may be lost, but that they may 
all enter with me, and I with them, into Thy glory. 

Shine in our hearts, 0 most precious Light, That we Jesus 
Christ may know aright, Clinging to our Savior, whose blood has 
bought us, Who again to our true home has brought us. Lord, 
have mercy! Amen. 

GOOD SHEPHERD, KEEP THIS LITTLE FLOCK. 

Good Shepherd, keep this little flock, 
Find out for them some sheltering rock; 
The wilderness is wide, 0 lead 
To some green spot where they may feed; 
Let them on quiet waters look, 
And quench their thirst at some clear brook. 
Lambs are but weak, and if a road 
All rough and thorny must be trod; 
If weary seems the way and long, 
0 Thou, Good Shepherd, who art strong, 
Bear them at need in Thine own arm, 
And in Thy bosom fold them warm. 
If ever they should from Thee stray, 
Let them not roam too far away; 
Seek them, Good Shepherd, and restore 
Them safely to Thy fold once more. 
Lead them, 0 Lord, while life shall last, 
Ancl when through death's dark vale they've 

passed, 
Grant them in Thy great fold to dwell 
In heaven above, where all is well. 
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Godly Children Pray for Their Parents. 
EXHORTATION. 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord; for this is right. 
Honor thy father and mother; which is the first commandment 
with promise, That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest 
live long on the earth. Eph. 6,1-8. 

With other grievous sins by which a person can bring a cmse 
upon himself must also be the misbehavior of some grown-up 
children toward their parents. Although parents from the :first 
hour of their chilchen's birth endure care, trouble, and vexation 
on their account, yet their keenest grief is when the children arn 
obstinate, domineering, perverse, and malicious towards them in 
their later years, while, on the contrary, they ought to cause their 
parents nothing but joy and delight. 

Pious children, therefore, should (1) pray diligently for their 
parents, and in their prayers beseech the Lord to grant them 
blessings without number, health, prosperity, and long life, and 
keep them from every misfortune. Pious child1·en should (2) love 
their parents, gladly do everything they can for them, be willing 
and prompt in giving them what they need, and care for them and 
nurse them when they are sick. Pious children should (3) obey 
their parents, submit to their training with a good will, and not 
contradict them nor dispute their orders and commands. Moreover, 
when they wish to enter the state of matrimony, they should not 
become engaged secretly, 1vithout their parents' knowledge and con
sent, because that would bring nothing but curse and misfortune 
upon them. Pious children should ( 4) honor their parents in their 
hearts, namely, by recognizing them as occupying God's place, since 
God gives everything to children through their parents. They 
should also conduct themselves reverently in their presence both in 
speech and action, not hurl unkind and harsh words at them, and 
defend their honor and good name. Pious children should ( 5) bear 
in mind that they can never repay all that their parents have done 
for them. Remember what anguish you have caused your mother, 
and with what toil and labor your father had to bring you up and 
support you. ( 6) Ungrateful and obstinate children are veritable 
children of Belial, and it can never be well with them if they do 
not mourn over the sins and acts of malice which they have com
mitted against their parents with heartfelt, genuine repentance and 
rueful tears. 

Starck's Prayer-Book. 16 
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PRAYER. 

0 gracious and merciful God, I praise Thee 
from my inmost heart for the grace vouchsafed me 
that I was born of pious, Christian parents. That 
is the first divine favor Thou hast shown me. If 
my parents had been Jews, Turks, or pagans, 
I would still be as hardened, unbelieving, and with
out knowledge of Thee as they. As it was my par
ents' first concern after my natural birth that I be 
placed into Thy arms, my heavenly Father, through 
Holy Baptism, in which Thou hast given me the 
Holy Spirit as a pledge of my sonship and of my 
heavenly heritage, so let this good Spirit evermore 
lead and guide me that I may diligently observe my 
duties towards Thee and my parents. 

I prostrate myself in prayer before Thy most 
holy countenance and beseech Thee: Keep my par
ents in good health, preserve them from misfortune, 
bless their business, their labor, and their profes
sion, grant them a long life, recompense them with 
spiritual and heavenJy blessings for the faithfulness 
which they have shown me, and which I cannot re
count nor ever requite. 

Give me an obedient heart, 0 heavenJy Father, 
that I may not off end my parents, or knowingly and 
wilfully grieve them. Grant that I may at all times 
place before my eyes the example of my Jesus, who 
not only was obedient to Thee, His heavenly Father, 
but also to His foster-father Joseph and to His 
mother Mary, in order that by filial obedience I may 
at all times, and also in their old age, cause nothing 
but joy and delight to my parents. Guard me, lest 
by disobedience and obstinacy I bring upon myself 
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the curse and unhappiness with which wicked chil
dren have been threatened; but let it be well with 
me here in time and hereafter in eternity. Give me 
a heart that is respectful toward them, that neither 
by words nor acts I may provoke them to anger, 
but conduct myself towards them with humility, 
cheerfully heed their commands, and submit to their 
chastisement without contradiction. Keep me from 
becoming like the perverse, wicked children, who 
insult and despise their parents, and cause them 
nothing but grief and vexation, and who will bring 
a curse down upon themselves, and be deprived for
ever of' the blessing which Thou hast promised to 
pious and good children. Grant me grace not to 
sin against my parents, but to ponder diligently 
what care I have caused my mother, and with what 
toil I have been brought up, in order that I may 
acknowledge this throughout my life with a grateful 
heart and mind, and cause my parents no disgrace, 
on the contrary, nothing but joy. 

If in the years of my childhood I have done 
anything against my parents, I humbly ask par
don now, 0 God, of Thee and of my parents, and 
promise that by Thy grace I will strive to rejoice 
their heart with my obedience and Christian con
duct. Grant me Thy Holy Spirit that I may walk as 
becomes a child of God, in faith, godliness, chastity, 
and the fear of God, so that on the last day I may 
with my parents stand at Thy right hand and enter 
with them into Thy glory. 

Give to thy parents honor clue, Be dutiful, and loving too, And 
help them when their strength decays, So shalt thou have length 
of clays. Have mercy, Lord! Amen. 
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HYMN. 

Savior, teach me day by day 
Love's sweet lesson to obey; 
Sweeter lesson cannot be, 
Loving Him who first loved me. 

With a childlike heart of love 
At Thy bidding may I move; 
Prompt to serve and follow Thee, 
Loving Him ;ho first loved me. 

Teach me all Thy steps to trace, 
Stroug to follow in Thy grace; 
Learning how to love from Thee, 
Loving Him who first loved me. 

Love in loving finds employ, 
Iu obedience all her joy; 
Ever new that joy will be, 
Loving Him who first loved me. 

Thus may I rejoice to show 
That I feel the love I owe; 
Singing, till Thy face I see, 
Of His love who first loved me. 
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